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APOPHTHEGMS,    SENTIMENTS 
OPINIONS,  &  OCCASIONAL  REFLECTIONS' 


Dr.  Johnson  used  to  say,  that  where  secrecy  or  mystery 
began,  vice  or  roguery  was  not  far  off;  and  that  he  leads  in 
general  an  ill  life,  who  staads  in  fear  of  no  man's  observation*. 

When  a  friend  of  his  who  had  not  been  very  lucky  in  his  first 
wife,  married  a  second,  he  said — Alasl  another  instance  of  the 
triumph  of  hope  over  experience  \ 

Of  Sheridan's  writings  on  Elocution,  he  said,  they  were 
a  ccHitinual  renovation  of  hope,  and  an  unvaried  succession  of 
fiiuppointmcnt^  *. 


■  Fnun  the  elerenth  volume  of  Sir 
John  Hawkiiu's  edition  of  Johnson's 
Worts  (pp.  i95-:i6).  published  in 
1787-9,  In  13  vols.  8vo.  Many  of 
1h«  'Apophthegms.'  &c.,  there  in- 
cluded, which  Kfld  been  copied  from 
Stccvens's  CoUetlion  in  the  Euni- 
fifon  Magasint  for  J.inuary,  187;, 
will  be  found  p^st,  under  Antidottt 
ky  Ctorge  SUevtnt.  One  or  two, 
moreover,  which  inlilic  manner  were 
borrowed  froin  Seward,  will  be  found 
post.  oDder  his  name. 

'  Set  aftie,  i.  326,  for  his  dislike 
of  '  mysiciiousncss  in  trifics,'  and 
post,  p.  8,  for  '  I  he  vices  of  retire- 
ment.' Uoewcll,  rccouniing  how 
Johnton  ID  (he  Oxford  post-co.ich 
'  talked  w  iihout  reserve  of  the  Male  of 
bis  Affairs,'  continues : — '  Indeed  his 
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openness  with  people  at  a  Drst  inter- 
view was  remarkable.'  Li/e,  iv.  384. 
See^'j/,  M  Seward's  Antedates. 

'  Life,  ii.  128.  The  Lord  Chan- 
cellor Audle}-,  in  his  speech  in  par- 
liament on  Henry  VIIl's  troubles  in 
his  two  first  inarriages.said:—' What 
man  of  middle  condition  would  not 
this  deter  from  mnrryinfr  a  third 
lime?  Yet  this  our  most  excellent 
prince  again  condescends  to  contract 
malrimony.'    Pari.  Jtisl.  i.  528. 

*  For  Johnson's  contempt  of  Sheri- 
dan's oratory  see  Life,  i.  453,  iv. 
233. 

In  the  Life,  ii.  laa,  this  anecdote 
is  thus  recorded  on  the  authority  of 
Dr.  Maxwell  i—'  Of  a  certain  player 
he  remarked,  that  his  conversation 
usually  threaiened   and   announced 

B  He 
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lie  used  to  say.  that' no  man  raid  long  tt^thcr  with  a  folio 
on  his  tabic  ;-4-Ko<^,  said  he.  that  you  may  carry  to  the  fire, 
and  hol^  rd^^'V  ^'^  yo"''  I^nd,  arc  the  most  useful  after  all. 
He  v^ul'd^say,  such  books  form  the  man  of  general  and  easy 

.,  'I?c  was  a  great  fncjid  to  books  like  the  French  E sprits  d'urt 

■'til;  for  example,  Beauties  of  Watts ',  &c.,  &c.,  at  which,  said  he. 

a  m^n  will  often  look  and  be  tempted  to  go  on,  when  he  would 

have  been  frightened  at  books  of  a  larger  size  and  of  a  more 

erudite  appearance. 

Being  once  asked  if  he  ever  embellished  a  story— No,  said 
he ;  a  story  is  to  lead  either  to  the  knowledge  of  a  fact  or 
character,  and  is  good  for  nothing  if  it  be  not  strictly  and 
literally  t^ue^ 

Round  numbers,  said  he.  arc  always  false*. 
Watts's  Improvtmtnt  of  the  Mind  was  a  very  favourite  book 
■with  him ' :  he  used  to  recommend  it,  as  he  also  did  Lt  Dicticn- 
Hoire portatif  oH\k  Abb£  L'Avocat*. 

he  distinguished  hicnscir  by  the  no- 
Icncc  of  h  is  atladis,  firsl  on  Wa»hiii£> 
ton  and  John  Adsms,  and  next  oa 
JefTcnon.  Diet,  of  A'af.  Ithg.  [t 
was  a  Ions  step  from  The  Beatiiiei 
o/  /ahnicn. 

Lamb  wrote  on  Feb.  26,  iSoS; — 
'We  have  SpecimeasofAmientEn^- 
iish  Petti,  S^cimens  of  Modem 
Engiish  Poeli,  Specimens  of  Ancient 
English  Prose  Writers  without  end. 
They  used  10  be  CAlled  Utautiet. 
You  have  seen  Beauties  </  Shake- 
spcare ;  so  liavc  many  people  that 
never  saw  ajiy  beautict  in  Shalce* 
speare.*  Ainger's  Letters  fif  Lami, 
i.  344- 

*  Ante,  i.  2x5. 
'  Lift,  iii.  226,  ».  4. 
»  In  his  Life  f/  W,itts  he  siys  :— 

'Few  books  have  been  perused  by 
mc  Willi  greater  pleasure  than  his 
Jmpre-uemeM  i>/ the  ASitut'  IVarJki, 
viii.  3K5. 

*  This  work  is  not  in  the  Giitish 
Museum. 
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more  iHan  it  pcrfunned  ;  ihu  he  fed 
you  with  4.  continual  renovation  of 
!iO|ie,  til  end  in  a  constant  succet- 
sinn  of  dis:Lppoiniin(rm.' 

According  to  the  Edinburgh  Ctm- 
rtur/,  June  16,  1792,  this  player  was 
IVIarklin.  Foote  accused  him  '  of 
re.-t{ling  in  the  morning  for  the  pur- 
pose of  shewing  off  at  night.'  Cooke's 
Aiemnirs  of  Macklin.  p.  J46.  See 
post,  in  Sicevens's  Antcdotts. 

'  'Johnson  advised  me  to  read 
just  as  incliniLtion  prompted  me, 
whicJi  alone,  he  s.iid,  would  do  me 
any  good;  for  I  had  better  go  into 
company  than  read  a  »ei  tasle.'  Let' 
ters  vf  Bosweil,  p.  38. 

■  tn  1781  TtieBfnutiesofJahnsan 
waspubtished.  Life,\\.\4,^.  Accord- 
ing to  Dr.  Anderson  {Life  tff^kHson, 
ed.  iSij,  p.  331)  the  selection  was 
made  by  Thomson  CaJlcndcr,  the 
nephew  of  the  poet  Thomson,  who 
ck«-en  yean  later  fled  to  America  to 
escape  a  prosecution  f«t  his  PaUdfal 
Pregrtst  of  Crust  Btilixin.    Th«e 


opinions^  and  Occasional  Reflections. 


He  has  been  accused  of  treating  Lord  Lyttelton  roughly  in 
his  life  of  him ;  he  assured  a  friend,  howe\'er,  that  he  kept  back 
a  very  ridiculou<i  anecdote  of  him,  relative  to  a  question  he  put 
to  a  great  divine  of  his  time*. 

Johnson's  account  of  Lord  Lyttelton's  envy  to  Shenstone  for 
his  improvements  in  his  grounds,  &c. ',  was  confirmed  by  an  in- 
genious writer.  Spcnce  was  in  the  house  for  a  fortnight  with  the 
Lytlcltons.  before  they  offered  to  shew  him  Shenstone's  place. 

WTicn  accused  of  mentioning  ridiculous  anecdotes  in  the  lives 
of  the  poets,  he  said,  he  should  not  have  been  an  exact  bio- 
grapher if  he  had  omitted  them.  The  business  of  such  a  one, 
said  he.  is  to  give  a  complete  account  of  the  person  whose  life 
he  is  writing,  and  to  discriminate  him  from  all  other  persons 
by  any  peculiarities  of  character  or  sentiment  he  may  happen 
to  have '. 

He  spoke  Latin  with  jijrcat  fluency  and  elegance.  He  said, 
indeed,  be  had  taken  great  pains  about  it  *. 

A  very  famous  schoolmaster  said,  he  had  rather  take  Johnson's 


*  'Dr.  Johnson,  in  hiiU/eo/Lyttel- 
iPH,  suppressed  »n  anecdote  whicli 
«-ou)cl  YinVK,  made  his  memory  ridi- 
culous. He  was  a  man  rather irieliin- 
cboly  in  his  di^iKvaition,  ^ind  used  to 
dKlnre  Ia  hi«  friends,  thnt  when  he 
went  to  Vauxhall  he  alnays  supposed 
pleasure  lo  be  in  ihc  next  box  to  his 
— At  lva«,  that  he  himsrlf  waa  so 
unhappily  siiusled  as  always  to  he 
in  (he  wrong  box  for  it.'  Eur»p<uii 
AUgasine,  1798.  p.  376. 

For  ibc  Life  e/  LytttUon  see  iJ/e, 
iv.  57,  54. 

*  '  For  a  wbilie  the  inhabitants  of 
Haglcy  affected  to  tell  ihcir  ac- 
quaintimni  of  the  little  fellow  th:it 
was  trying  (o  malce  himself  Admired; 
but  when  by  degrees  the  Lcasowcs 
fofccd  ihcnwivcs  into  notice,  they 
took  care  to  defcjit  the  curiosiiy 
which  they  could  not  suppress,  by 
conducting  their  visitants  pcivciscly 
lo  inconrcQicnt  points  of  view,  and 
iatroducing  them  at  the  wrong  end 


of  a  walk  to  detect  a  deception :  in- 
juries of  which  Shenstone  would 
heavily  complain.'     Workty  sX\\.  4lo> 

^  M.-iIonc,  recording  a  cooversa- 
tion  with  Johnson  about  Ihe  account 
he  gave  of  Addison's  reclaiming  his 
loan  to  Slcclo  by  an  execution,  con- 
tinues:— 'I  then  mentioned  to  him 
thai  some  people  thought  (hat  Mr. 
Addison's  character  was  so  pate,  that 
the  fact,  ikough  true,  oug^hi  to  have 
been  suppressed,  }5c  saw  no  reason 
for  this.  "  If  nothing  but  the  bright 
side  of  characters  should  he  shewn, 
T*-c  should  sit  down  in  despondency, 
and  think  il  utterly  impossible  to 
imitate  them  in  any  Ifiirtf^."'  Ufe, 
iv.  sj.  '  M'Lcod  asked,  if  it  was  not 
wrong  m  Orrery  to  expose  the  defects 
of  a  man  with  whom  he  lived  in 
intimacy.  JouNSON.  "Why no, Sir, 
after  Ihc  man  is  dead ;  for  then  it  is 
done  historically." '     lb.  v.  338. 

Sec  alao  ib.  i.  9,  30,  31. 

'  U.  ii.  135,  404.    Anii,  L  417. 
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opinioD  about  any  Latin  composition,  than  that  of  any  other 
person  in  England. 

Dr.  Sumner,  of  Harrow',  used  to  tell  this  story  of  Johnson: 
Ihcy  were  dining  one  day,  with  many  other  persons,  at 
Mrs.  MacAulay's ;  .she  had  talked  a  long  time  at  dinner  about 
the  natural  equality  of  mankind  ;  Jolmgon,  when  she  had  5nished 
her  harangue,  rose  up  from  the  table,  and  with  great  solemnity 
of  countenance,  and  a  bow  to  the  ground,  said  to  the  servant, 
who  was  waiting  behind  his  chair,  Mr.  John,  pray  be  seated  in 
my  place,  and  permit  me  to  wait  upon  you  in  my  turn :  your 
mistress  says,  you  hear,  that  we  arc  all  equal '. 

When  some  one  was  lamenting  Foote's  unlucky  fate  in  being 
kicked  in  Dublin,  Johnson  said  he  was  glad  of  it ;  he  is  rising  in 
the  world,  said  he:  when  he  was  in  England,  no  one  thought  it 
worth  while  to  kick  him\ 

He  was  much  pleased  with  the  Jbllowing  repartee :  Fiat 
experimentnin  in  corpore  vUi,  said  a  French  physician  to  his 
colleague,  in  speaking  of  the  disorder  of  a  poor  man  that 
understood  I^tin,  and  who  was  brought  into  an  hospital ;  corpus 
uon  tarn  vile  est,  says  the  patient,  Jfra  quo  Christus  ipse  nan 
dedi^natus  est  mori*. 

Johnson  used  to  say,  a  man  was  a  scoundrel  tliat  was  afraid  of 
any  thing  *, 

After  having  disused  swimming  for  many  years,  he  went  Into 
the  river  at  Oxford,  and  swam  away  to  a  part  of  it  that  he  had 
been  told  of  as  a  dangerous  place,  and  where  some  one  had  been 
drowned  *. 

He  waited  on  Lord  Marchmoat*  to  make  some  inquiries  after 
particulars  of  Mr.  Pope's  life ;  his  firet  question  was, — What 
kind  of  a  man  was  Mr.  Pope  in  his  conversation?  his  lordship 
answered,   that    if  the    conversation  did    not    take    something 


•  Anie,  L  i6t. 

'  Lift,  i.  447  ;  iii-  77. 

'  AtH*,  i.  434. 

'  '  Let  ihc  expctimcnl  be  tried 
on  »  woTt1ile!.s  Ixidy.'  'Nut  so 
worthless  is  the  body  for  which 
Cbiist  Jiiniscif  iliought  it  no  scorn 
to  die.' 


*  For  JoliTigon'e  one  drcftd  see 
post,  p.  16;  for  hia  use  of  the  word 
scoundrel  sec  Lift,  iii.  1. 

"  lb.  ii.  299. 

'  n.  iii,  39a.  Lord  Marchmont's 
daughter  save  Sir  Walter  Scott '  per- 
sonal reminiscences  of  Pope.'  Lock* 
han's  ScoU,  ed.  iSjft  1.  343. 

of 
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of  a  lively  or  epigram  malick  turn,  be  fell  asleep,  or  perhaps 
pretended  to  do  so '. 

Talking  one  day  of  the  patron^e  the  great  sometimes  affect 
to  give  to  literature,  and  literary  men: — 'Andrew  Millar.' says 
he.  '  is  the  Mieccnas  of  the  age'.' 

Of  the  state  of  learning  among  the  Scots,  he  said ; — '  It  is  with 
their  learning  as  with  provisions  in  a  besieged  town,  eveiy  one 
has  a  mouthful,  and  uo  one  a  belly  full  ^' 

Of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  he  requested  three  thit^s ;  that  he 
u'ould  not  work  on  a  Sunday;  that  he  would  read  a  portion  of 
Scripture  on  that  day ;  and  that  he  would  forgive  him  a  debt 
wliich  he  had  incurred  for  some  benevolent  purpose''. 

When  he  first  felt  the  stroke  of  palsy,  he  prayed  to  God 
iliai  be  would  spare  his  raind,  whatever  he  thought  fit  to  do  with 
his  body '. 

To  some  lady  who  was  praising  Shenstone's  poems  very  much, 
and  who  had  an  Italian  greyhound  lying  by  the  ftrc,  he  said. 
*  Shcnstone  holds  amongst  poets  the  same  rank  your  dog  holds 
amongst  dogs  ;  he  has  not  the  sagacity  of  the  hound,  the  docility 
of  the  spaniel,  nor  the  courage  of  the  bull-dog,  yet  he  is  still 
a  pretty  fellow  <*.' 


'  *^MlcIt  he  wanted  to  sleep  he 
"  nodded  in  company  "  :  and  nnire 
tlutnbered  at  his  own  Inbk  whil«  the 
t'nnceoi'  Wale>  wns  talking  of  poetry.' 
Werkt.  viii,  309. 

'  For  Andrew  Millar,  the  l>oolt- 
seller,  s««  Ufa,  i.  1S7,  «.  3. 

'  Jt.  ii.  563. 

Sir  Walter  Scott,  in  his  Address 
at  the  opening  of  the  Kdinbtir^h 
Academy,  quoting  Johnson's  saying, 
-coQlinucd  :— '  Sturdy  Scotsman  as 
he  was,  he  was  not  more  iittaclied  to 
Scotfaod  ihsn  to  tnilh ;  and  it  must 
be  admitted  that  there  w^  some 
foundaiinn  for  the  Doctor"*  remarlc." 
Lockhan's  Scott,  cd.  1839,  vii,  271. 
•  A  Scotclunan  must  be  a  very  sturdy 
moralist  who  docs  not  love  Scot- 
Iftod    better   than  truth.'     Lifa^   li. 


'  In  ihcsc  rtquesis  Reynolds 
'  readily  ac^iuicsced.'  However,  after 
a  time  he  resumed  his  Sunday  work. 
/*.  iv.  414,  n.  1,  'Sir  Godfrey 
Knellcr,'  according  to  I'opc,  'called 
employing  (lie  pencil  the  prayer  of  a 
painter.'  Warton's  Pope's  Works, 
ed.  i8j2,  viii.  313.    Sit  past,  p.  303. 

*  Describing  the  stroke  to  Mre. 
Thrale,  he  wrote:  -'  I  was  aUnncd 
and  pr.kyed  God  that  however  he 
might  afflict  my  body  he  would  spar* 
my  understanding.  This  prayer  thai 
I  mi^ht  try  the  integrity  of  my  facul- 
ties 1  made  in  Latin  verse.'  Letttrs, 
ii  301;  Lifa,\v.  jyi',  anif,  I.  i\i. 

'  'We  talked  of  Shcnstonc.  Dr. 
Johnson  said  lie  was  a  good  layer- 
out  of  land,  but  would  noi  allow  him 
ifl  a{>proach  excellence  as  a  poet.' 
lb.  V.  a67. 

Johnson 


Apophthegms,  Seniimenls 


Johnson  safd  he  was  better  pleased  with  the  commendations 
bestowed  on  bis  account  of  the  Hebrides  than  on  any  book  he 
had  ever  written.  Burke,  says  he,  thought  well  of  the  philosophy 
of  it;  Sir  William  Jones  of  the  observations  on  language;  and 
Mr.  Jackson  of  those  on  trade  '. 

Of  Footc'.s  wit  and  readiness  of  repartee  he  thought  very 
highly ; — '  He  was,'  says  he, '  the  readie.-;t  dog  at  an  escape  I  ever 
knew ;  if  you  thought  you  had  him  on  the  ground  fairly  down, 
he  -was  upon  hi.s  legs  and  over  your  shoulders  agiiin  in  an 
instant '.' 

When  some  one  asked  him.  whether  they  should  introduce 
Hugh  Kelly,  the  author,  to  him  ; — '  No,  Sir,"  says  he,  '  I  never 
desire  to  cooverse  with  a  man  who  has  vk-Htten  more  than  he  has 
read.'  Yet  when  his  play  was  acted  for  the  benefit  of  his 
widow,  Johnson  furnished  a  prologue  ^ 

He  repeated  poetry  with  wonderful  energy  and  feeling.  He 
was  seen  to  weep  whilst  he  repeated  Goldsmith's  character  of 
the  English  in  his  TravelUr,  b^inning  thus: 

'Stem  o'«r  each  bosoin,'  &c.* 


'  '  Dr.  Johnson  observed,  that  every 
body  commended  such  pEtns  of  his 
Journey  t<f  ihe  Western  hlandt,  <t» 
were  in  ihdr  own  wfiy.  *'  Kor  in- 
stance, (said  be,)  Mr.  Jackson  (llie 
all-kQowing)  told  mc  ihcrc  was  more 
KOod  scn^e  upan  mdc  in  it,  ihan  lie 
should  hear  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  a  year,  except  from  Burke- 
Joncs  commended  the  part  which 
UcaisofUnj'un^'e;  Burke  that  whiL-h 
describes  the  inhiibilams  of  moun- 
tainous countries." "  Z^,  ill.  137.  It 
was  in  the  refleclion*  on  the  life  and 
ecmiomy  of  the  Highlanders,  and  on 
the  changes  rapidly  taking  place  in 
the  dan  system,  that  'the  philosophy' 
was  found. 

Kof  Jackson  sec  lb,  'in.  (9;  Let' 
tert,  ii.  S49. 

•  '  One  species  of  wit  Foot*  has  in 
an  eminent  degree,  that  of  escape. 
You  drive  him  into  a  comer  with 


both  hands ;  hut  he's  gone.  Sir,  when 
you  think  you  have  got  him-  like  an 
animal  that  Jumps  over  your  head.' 
Lift,  iii.  69.  '  Footc  ts  the  moit  in* 
compressible  fellow  that  I  ever  knew; 
when  you  have  driven  him  into  a 
corner,  and  think  you  arc  sure  of 
him,  he  runs  ihruugh  between  your 
legs,  or  jumps  over  your  head,  and. 
mnkes  his  «cape.'     16.  v.  391. 

'  lb.  iii.  1 13 ;  ante,  i.  tSi,  433. 

'On  reading  over  this  Prologue  10 
Dr.  Johnson  the  mominj'  uftcr  it  was 
spoken,  the  Doctor  told  mc  that 
instead  of  retinved  htistUUies  he 
wrote  revtngtful petulaiue,  and  did 
not  seem  pleased  with  the  alteration.' 
MS-  note  by  Rev,  J.  Husscy. 

The  couplet  as  altered,  stands : — 
'Let  no  renewed  hostilities  invade 
Th'    oblivious    grave's    inviolable 
shade.' 

'  It  was  at  Oban  that  this  hap- 

Hc 


Opinions,  and  Occasional  Rejkctious. 


He  was  supposed  to  have  assisted  Goldsmith  very  much  in  that 
poem,  but  has  been  heard  to  say,  that  he  might  have  contributed 
three  or  four  lines,  taking  together  atl  he  )iad  done  '. 

He  held  all  authors  v^ry  cheap,  that  were  not  fiatisfied  with 
the  opinion  of  the  publtck  about  them.  He  used  to  say,  that 
every  man  who  writes,  thinks  he  can  amuse  or  inform  mankind, 
and  they  must  be  the  best  judges  of  his  pretensions'. 

Of  Warburton  he  always  spoVe  well.  He  gave  me,  says  he, 
his  good  word  when  it  was  of  use  to  me.  Warburton,  in  the 
Preface  to  his  Shakespeare,  has  coinmendod  Johnson's  Observa- 
tions on  Macbeth '. 

Two  days  before  he  died,  he  said,  with  some  pleasantr)', — Poor 
Johnson  is  dying;  **♦*  will  say.  he  dies  of  talcing  a  few  grains 
more  (rf  squills  than  were  ordered  him  ;  ****  will  say.  he  dies  of 
the  scarifications  made  by  the  surgeon  in  his  leg*.  His  last  act 
of  understanding  Is  said  to  have  been  exerted  in  giving  his 
blessing  to  a  young  lady  that  requested  it  of  him  \ 

He  was  always  ready  to  assist  any  authors  in  correcting  their 
works,  and  selling  them  to  booksellers. — I  have  done  writing, 
said  be,  myself,  and  should  assist  those  that  do  write  <'. 


pcDcd.  'Wc  talked  of  GoIdsmitVt 
T^foi'tller,  of  which  Di,  Jnliimon 
npuke  highly ;  .ttid,  while  I  wu  help- 
ing: !>>■»  on  with  his  great  coat,  he 
repealed  from  it  the  rbaiactcrof  (lie 
Briiitb  nation,  which  he  did  wiih 
such  eiwrg>',  that  the  (car  stnrted 
into  his  eye'    U/e,  v.  344. 

'  ib.  ii.  5. 

•  /*.  iv.  17a;  /or/,  p.  19.  SmoJIett, 
writing  of  the  Age  of  Ccorg*  II, 
a«ys;  — 'Genius  in  writing  spon- 
taneously arose;  and,  though  neg- 
lected by  the  great,  flouriUied  under 
tbe  cnltarc  of  a  public  whicli  hwl 
pretensions  to  taste,  and  piqued  it- 
self on  encouraging  literary  merit.' 
Hitlewy  if  Kngland,   ed.   tSoo,   v. 

379. 

'When  somebody wni  highly  prat»* 
ing  Milton  GeorigT  H  «skcd,  "Why 
did  he  IKK  write  }\\%  Parodist  Lost  in 


pioje?"'  Warton's  Pope's  Wtf^-^j, 
iv.  199.  H. 

'  IJ/e,  i.  175;  iv.  288.  Johnsori, 
in  hia  Shaktsptare,  often  ridicules 
Warburton.  See  ante,  \.  381,  nnd 
fiint.  in  SCeevens's  Anetdotes. 

'  The  supposed  speakers  were 
Drocklcsby  and  Hebcrden.  The  wit 
has  been  lost  in  tbe  Darration;  for 
what  Johnson  said  %fxpoil,  in  V\'ind- 
h&m's  Artftdotts, 

*  Life,  iv.  418 ;  tmU,  u  447.  "■  S- 

'  Jb.  ii.  195 ;  iii.  375;  iv.  isi. 

The  Rev,  John  Hussey  wrote  on 
bis  copy  of  the  first  edition  of  Bos- 
well,  opposite  n  passage  about  profits 
of  authors  ilb.  iv.  ui):— 'Mem. 
Mr.  Townshend's  manuscripts.  1 
think  it  was  Mr.  Allen,  the  laic 
Mini&ler  of  VVaRdswortb,  who  told 
me  Ihat  Mr.Townshend  (if  that  were 
his  name,  he  was  afterwards  either 

When 


When  some  one  asked  him  for  what  he  should  marry,  he 
replied,  first,  for  virtue;  secondly,  for  w-it ;  thirdly,  for  beauty; 
and  fourthly,  for  money '. 

)-(e  thought  worse  of  the  vices  of  retirement  than  of  those 
of  society  '- 

He  attended  Mr.  Thrale  in  his  last  moments,  and  stayed  in 
the  room  praying,  as  is  imagined,  till  he  had  drawn  his  last 
breath. — -His  servanLt,  said  he,  would  have  waited  upon  him  in 
this  awfol  period,  and  why  not  his  friend  ^  ? 

He  was  extremely  fond  of  reading  the  lives  of  great  and 
learned  persons  *.  Two  or  three  years  before  he  died,  he  applied 
to  a  friejKl  of  his  to  give  him  a  list  of  those  in  the  French 
language  that  were  well  written  and  genuine.  He  said,  that 
Bolingbrokc  had  declared  he  could  not  read  Middictons  life 
of  Cicero  *. 

He  was  a  great  enemy  to  the  present  fashionable  way  of 
supposing  worthless  and  intamous  persons  mad. 

He  was  not  apt  to  judge  ill  of  persons  without  good  reasons  i 


printer  or  Stationer  to  the  East  Indi* 
Company)  in  the  early  part  of  his 
life  was  Mixed  with  the  cacotthes 
iiTibcndi.  and  ha^'ine  finished  a  Pam- 
phlet wi&hed  much  lo  hav-e  Mr.  John- 
ion's  opinion  of  ii,  before  he  offered 
it  to  the  Piiblick.  So  without  any 
prcvioMs  knowledge  nr  Jnlroduclion, 
be  called  on  Johnson,  and  humbly 
requested  him  to  penise  the  Manu- 
script of  hie  first  production ;  which 
M-as  with  great  good  nature  im- 
mediately acquiesced  in :  when  he 
had  finished  it  he  said  to  Mr,  Towns- 
hcndi  "Prsy,  Sir,  arc  yoii  of  any 
profession ? "  "A  Printer,  at  your 
service."  "Then.  Sir,  I  would  recom- 
mend you  to  print  any  work  rather 
than  your  own ;  it  wil]  turn  out  more 
to  your  advama£c  if  you  get  paid  for 
it,  and  if  ii  be  worilt  priming,  in- 
finitely more  lo  your  credit."  This 
interview  Toivnshend  spoke  of  in  his 
la.iicr  days   with    grateful    remem- 


brance ;  a  diflerent  reception,  he  sard, 
would  have  flattered  his  vanity  and 
.-illurcd  him  to  poverty  and  con- 
tempt.' 

■  Ufe.\\.  tag;  (V.  151. 

•  lb.  V.  $2. 

'  /ii.  iv.  84;  ant*,  i.  96. 
'  lb.  i.  4JS  ;  V.  79. 

*  Johnson  would  not  read  Boling- 
brokc's  works— at  aJI  events  his 
PhilosopbicaJ  works,    lb,  i.  3J0. 

'  My  LcK-d  Bolingbrokc  has  lost 
his  wife  .  . .  Dr.  Middlelon  told  me 
a  compliment  she  made  him  two 
years  ago  which  1  thought  pretty. 
She  said  she  was  persuaded  that  be 
was  a  very  great  writer,  for  she  un- 
derstood his  works  better  than  any 
other  English  book,  and  that  she 
had  observed  that  the  best  writers 
were  always  the  most  intelligible.' 
[She  was  a  Frenchwoman.]  Wal- 
polc's  Lttlert,  ii.  203, 

an 


an  oM  (riend  of  his  used  to  say,  that  in  general  he  thought  too 
well  of  mankind '. 

One  day.  on  seeing  an  old  terrier  lie  asleep  by  the  firc-sidc  at 
Streatham.  he  said.  Presto,  you  arc,  if  possible,  a  more  lazy  dc^ 
than  I  am '. 

Beir^  told  that  Churchill  had  abused  him  luider  the  character 
of  Pomposo,  in  his  Ghost, — I  always  thought,  said  he,  he  was 
a  shallow  fellow  and  I  tliink  so  still  \ 

When  some  one  asked  him  how  he  felt  at  the  indifferent 
reception  of  his  tragedy  at  Drury-lane ; — Like  the  Monument, 
said  be,  and  as  unshaken  as  that  fabrick^. 

Being  asked  by  Dr.  I^wrence  what  he  thought  the  best 
system  of  education,  he  replied,— School  in  school>hours,  and 
home-instruction  in  the  intfr\'als*. 

I  would  never,  said  he,  desire  a  young  man  to  neglect  hts 
business  for  the  purpose  of  pursuing  his  studies,  becau^e  it  is 
unreasonable;  I  would  only  desire  him  to  read  at  those  hours 
when  he  would  otherwise  be  unemployed.  I  will  not  promise 
that  he  will  be  a  Hcntley ;  but  if  he  be  a  lad  of  any  parts,  he 
will  certainly  make  a  sensible  [nan\ 

The  picture  of  him  by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  which  was  painted 
for  Mr.  Bcauclcrk,  and  is  now  Mr.  Langton's,  and  scraped  in 


'  '  As  be  was  ever  one  of  the  most 
I  qaick-sighled  men  I  ever  knew  in 
discovering  the  good  and  amiable 
qualities  of  vtliers,  so  was  he  ever 
indincd  to  p.illiatc  cbcir  defects.' 
Hawkins,  p.  50. 

'  Reynolds    said    of   Johnson  :— 
"He  y-u  nut  easily  imposed  upon 
by  professtuns  to  lionestr  and  can- 
dour ;  but  he  appeared  to  have  liitlc 
'  suspicion  of  hypocrisy  in  reli^on."  * 
'  Taylor's  Rtynelds,  \\.  459.    S«c  also 
Life,  ii.  236. 
■  AnU,  i.  iSgt 

'  'No.  Sir,  I  called  the  fellow  a 
blockhead  at  Arst,  and  1  will  oil 
him  a  blockhead  stilL  However,  [ 
will  acknowledge  th;tt  1  have  a  better 
ofnnioo   of  him  now,  than    I   once 


had  ;  for  he  has  shewn  more  fertility 
iban  I  expected.  To  !»  sure,  he  is 
a  tree  that  cannot  produce  good  fruit; 
he  only  bears  crabs.  Buti  Sir,  a 
uec  that  pruduces  a  great  many 
crabs  is  better  than  a  [lee  which 
produces  only  a  few.'  Z>/>,i.4i8.  See 
also  a.  i.  406. 

*  y*.  i.  199- 

^  See  ante,  i.  161,  where  he  op- 
posed the  imposliion  of  holiday  tasks 
by  the  schoolmaster.  For  Dr.  Law- 
rence see  Uft,  ii.  296. 

*  *  Snatches  of  reading  (said  Juhn* 
son]  will  nut  make  a  lientley  or 
a  Clarke.  They  are  ho\^-evcr  in  a 
certain  degree  advantageous.'  ib. 
iv.  ai. 

mczzotinto 


lO 


Apophthegms,  Sentiments 


mczxotinto  b/  Doughty,  is  extrcmety  like  him  ;  there  is  in  it 
that  appearance  of  a  labouring  working  mind,  of  an  indolent 
reposing  body,  which  he  had  to  a  very  great  degree-  Beauclcrk 
wrote  under  his  picture, 

^iNgentum  ingtru 

Inaiilo  ha^t  kvt  tuh  tvrpore  '.* 

Indeed,  the  common  operations  of  dressing,  shaving,  Stc,  were 
a  toil  to  him  ;  he  held  ihc  care  of  the  body  very  cheap'.  He 
uRcd  to  say,  that  a  man  who  rode  out  for  an  apjietitc  consulted 
but  little  the  dignity  of  human  nature. 

He  was  much  pleased  with  an  Italian  iw/rmiz/Vd/orr,  whom  he 
saw  at  Strcalham.and  with  whom  he  talked  much  in  I^tin. 
He  lold  him,  if  he  had  not  been  a  witness  lo  his  faculty  himself, 
he  i^hould  not  have  thought  it  possible.  He  said,  thaac  Hawlcins 
Browne^  had  endeavoured  at  it  in  English,  but  could  not  get 
beyond  thirty  verses. 

When  a  Scotsman  was  one  day  talking  to  him  of  the  great 
writers  of  that  country  that  were  then  existing,  he  said:  'We 
have  taught  that  nation  to  write  *,  and  do  they  pretend  to  be  our 
teachers?  let  me  hear  no  more  of  the  tinsel  of  Robertson,  and 
the  foppery  of  Dalrymple*.'  He  said,  Hume  has  taken  hie  style 
from  Voltaire*.  He  would  never  hear  Hume  mentioned  with 
any  temper: — *A  man,'  said  he,  "who  endeavoured  to  persuade 
his  friend  who  had  the  stone  to  shoot  himself." 


'  An/e,  i  458;  /.i/e,  iv.  iHo. 

*  AtUe,  \.  24T ;  U/tt  \.  396  ;  ii.  406. 
'  Anle,  \.  a66. 

*  Dr.  Beatiie  wrote  on  Jan.  5, 
1778;— 'We  who  Jive  in  Scotland 
arc  obliged  10  HUfty  English  from 
books,  like  a  dead  language,  which 
we  understand,  but  cannot  speak.' 
He  adds:— '  1  have  spent  Bcime  years 
in  labourint:  to  acquire  the  art  o( 
giving  a  vernacular  cast  10  the  Eng- 
lish we  write.'  Forbes's  Btaitu, 
p.  343. 

'  '  Doubtless  Goldsmith's  His- 
tory is  better  ilian  the  xierHnge  of 
Kobertson  or  the   foppery  of  Oal- 


rymplc'   Aiyv,  ii.  S36. 

*  'When  I  talked  of  our  advance- 
ment in  literature,  "  Sir,  (said  he,) 
you  have  learnt  a  little  from  us,  and 
you  lliinlt  yoursclvts  very  great  men- 
Hume  would  never  ha^-c  written 
History,  had  not  Voltaire  written  it 
before  him.  He  ta  an  echo  of  Vol- 
taire." '    Jb.  it.  53- 

Wordsworth  said:  -'thcScotch his- 
torians did  infinite  mischief  to  style, 
with  the  exception  of  SmoUelt,  who 
wrote  good  pure  English.'  Words- 
worth's Life,  ii.  459-  Sc«  Lijt,  i.439, 
for  Hume's  style. 

'  Seven  years  after  Hume's  death 

Upon 


opinions,  and  Occasional  Reflecfions.  ii 


Upon  hearing  a  lady  of  his  acquainUnce  commended  for  her 
learning,  he  said : — 'A  man  is  in  general  better  pleased  when  he 
has  a  good  dinner  upon  his  tahle.  than  when  his  wife  talks  Greek. 
My  old  friend,  Mrs.  Carter  ',  said  he,  could  make  a  pudding,  as 
well  as  translate  F.pictetus  from  the  Greek,  and  work  a  handker- 
chief as  well  as  compose  a  poem.'  He  thought  she  was  too 
reserved  in  conversation  upon  subjects  she  was  so  eminently  able 
to  converse  upon,  which  was  occasioned  by  her  modesty  and  fcar 
of  giving  offence'. 

Being  asked  whether  he  had  read  Mrs.  Macaulay's  second 
volume  of  the  History  of  England  ; — '  No,  Sir,'  says  he, '  nor  her 


*A  wnrk  wu  published  tn  London 
called  Essays  e«  Suicide  and  l/it 
Immariality  of  Iht  Smtl,  as<ribgd  tc 
S/u  lafe  David  Hum*,  /itf.  That 
Hume  UTOte  thc»t  1-:ma>-s,  and  in- 
tended (o  publish  them,  is  an  inci- 
dent in  his  life  which  ought  not  to 
be  passed  over;  but  it  is  also  pan 
of  his  history  that  he  repented  of 
the  act  al  the  last  available  mo- 
nicnt.uid  suppressed  the  publication.' 
J.  H.  Burton's  Hume,  ii.  13.  See 
also  Lflifrs  t>/  Hume  fo  Strahan, 
pp.  230-J,  355,  36J.  The  work  was 
published  not  seven  years,  but  «nc 
year  after  his  death.  In  (he  Essay 
vn  Suicide  he  says:— *l^i  us  here 
endeavour  to  restore  men  to  their 
naiiv'c  liberty  by  examining  all  tho 
common  arguments  against  suicide, 
and  shewing  thai  that  action  may 
be  free  from  every  imputation 
of  guilt  or  blame,  according  to  the 
sentiments  of  all  the  ancient  phi- 
lusopbcrs.*  Ed.  1777,  p.  5.  On 
p.  15  he  says:— "When  the  honor  of 
pain  prevails  orer  the  love  of  life ; 
when  a  voluntary  action  anticipates 
Ihe  cfTccts  of  blind  causes,  'tis  only 
in  consequence  of  those  powers  and 
principles  whicb  he  Jthe  supreme 
Creaturl  has  implanted  in  his 
cicaturoa.* 

I  cannot  find  any  account  of  his 


endeavouring  to  persuade  his  friend 
to  shoot  himself.  Perhaps  it  was  as- 
sumed thai  ibe  Essay  was  written  for 
Eome  one  man. 

'  U/e,  i.  122,  «.  4.  '  Dr.  Johnson 
maintained  10  mc.  contrary  to  the 
common  notion,  that  a  woman  would 
not  be  the  worse  wife  for  being 
learned.'  J&.  ii.  76.  Sec  ako  1^.  v. 
336. 

*  it  is.  indeed,  an  unhappy  circum- 
stance in  a  family,  where  Ihe  wife 
has  more  knowledge  than  the  hua- 
iMtid;  hut  it  is  better  it  should  be 
so  than  that  there  should  be  no  know- 
ledge in  the  whole  house.'  Addison's 
Works,  ed.  18&4,  iv.  319.  'H  1 
hada  daugbter.'wrote  Lord  Chester- 
field, *  I  would  give  her  as  much 
learning  as  a  boy.'  Chesterfield's 
LclUrs  10  A.  C.  Staithopi,  ed.  1817, 
p.  151. 

'  She  is,  no  doubt,  the  Lady  meant 
in  the  following  passage  in  Sir 
Charles  Gmmiiscn  (cd.  1754,  i.  63), 
where  Miss  Byron  says  :^' Who,  I, 
a  woman  know  anything  of  L.atiu  and 
(^reelc !  1  know  hut  one  Lady  who 
is  mistress  of  both;  and  she  finds 
herself  so  much  an  owl  among  the 
birds,  that  she  wants  of  all  thmgs 
to  be  thought  to  have  unlearned 
them.' 

first 


first  neither'.'  He  would  not  be  introduced  to  the  Abb^ 
Raynal,  when  he  was  in  England  '. 

He  said,  that  when  he  first  conversed  with  Mr.  Bruce,  the 
Abyssinian  traveller,  he  was  very  much  inclined  to  believe  he 
had  been  there ;  but  that  he  had  afterwards  altered  his  opinion  '. 

He  was  much  pleased  with  Dr.  Jortin's  Sermons,  the  language 
of  which  he  thought  very  elegant*;  but  thought  his  life  of 
Erasmus  a  dull  book. 

He  was  very  well  acquainted  with  Psalmanaazar,  the  pretended 
Formosan,  and  said,  he  had  never  seen  the  close  of  the  life  of 
any  one  that  he  wished  so  much  his  own  to  resemble,  as  that 
of  him,  for  its  purity  and  devotion.  He  told  many  anecdotes  of 
him;  and  said  he  was  supposed  by  his  accent  to  have  been 
a  Gascon.  He  said,  that  Psalmanaazar  spoke  English  with  the 
city  accent,  and  coarsely  enough.  He  for  some  years  spent  hi* 
evenings  at  a  publick  house  ncaj  Old-Street ',  where  many 
persons  went  to  talk  with  him ;  Johnson  was  asked  whether  he 
ever  contradicted  Psalmanaazar; — 'I  should  a.-?  soon,'  said  he, 
'have  thought  of  contradicting  a  bishop**;'  so  high  did  he  hold 


'  Of  her  he  said :  -'  She  is  bettor 
employed  al  her  toilet,  than  using 
her  pen.  It  is  better  she  ahould  be 
reddcoitif  her  nwn  checks,  than 
blackening  other  peofJe's  chajactcrs.' 
Ufty  iii.  46.  in  the  Sale  Catalogue  of 
hii  Library,  Lot  68  is  '  Macaulay's 
History  0/  England,  1  v.  1763-5.' 

'  Mrs.  Chapone  wrote  to  Mrs. 
Carter  on  June  ij.  1777;— 'I  sup- 
pose you  have  heard  a  great  deal  of 
the  A\ih6  Kaynal.  who  is  in  London. 
1  £ancy  you  would  have  served  him 
U  Xij.  Johnson  did,  to  whom  wlicn 
Mrs.Vcscy  introduced  hiin.lie  turned 
from  him,  and  said  he  had  re.id  his 
bonk,  and  would  have  noticing  to  say 
to  him.'  M  f  s.  Chj.pouc's  Pfsfkuim^in 
H'arks,  i.  173,  l^iabook  was  burnt 
by  the  common  hiingm;in  in  Paris. 
Carly)e's/->*«fA  KfunlulionjcA.  1857, 
i.  45.  Carlyle  wrote  to  his  future 
wife  in  (£34  ;— '  If  ygu  arc  for  ficry- 


»pirit«d  men,  I  rcconvnend  you  to 
the  Abb(i  Kaynal,  whose  I/istory,  at 
least  the  edition  of  tjSi,  is,  to  use 
the  words  of  my  tailor  respecting 
Africa,  "  wan  coll  (one  coal)  of  buni-1 
ing  sulphur."  '  Eariji  iMtert  0/  T, 
CarfyU,  ii.  36S.     See  anit.  i.  3ii. 

'  Afiig,  i.  36s,  n,  I ;  Ufi,  it  333 ; 
L^Uri,  i,  313,  «.  1. 

Southey,  reviewing  Lord  Valcn-| 
tia's  Traveh.  agreed  with  his  lord- 
ship in  questioning  Bruce's  state- 
ments. '  I  think  Lord  Valealia  is 
rather  unfair  to  Urucc  ;  (wroie  Scoil) 
I  know  thai  surly  Patagonian.'  He 
adds  that  he  must  have  been  in 
Abyssinia.  IMItn  of  Hir  IVaiUr 
SccU,  Boston,  U.SJL  i.  148. 

'  Li/g,  iii.  24S ;  iv.  161 ;  LtUirs, 
ii.  376,  M.  t. 

'  li/e,  iv.  187. 

*  y^.iv.274.  Scci'^.iii.443-9formy 
note  on  Psalmanaiar,  and  ante,  i.  266. 
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his  character  in  the  Utter  part  of  his  life.  When  he  was  asked 
whether  he  had  e\'cr  menlioned  Formosa  before  him,  he  said,  he 
was  afraid  to  mention  even  China. 

He  thought  Cafo  the  best  model  of  tragedy  we  had  ' ;  yet  he 
used  to  say,  of  all  things,  the  moM  ridiculous  would  be,  to  5ce 
a  girl  cry  at  the  representation  of  it'. 

He  thought  the  happiest  life  was  that  of  a  man  of  business, 
with  some  literary  pursuits  for  \\h  amusement;  and  that  in 
general  no  ooe  could  be  virtuous  or  happy,  that  was  not  com- 
pletely employed  \ 

Johnson  had  read  much  in  the  works  of  Bishop  Taylor;  in  his 
Dutch  Thomas  a  Kcmpis  he  has  quoted  him  occasionally  in  the 
margin*. 


*  See  antt,  i.  18$.  for  Johnsoa'a 

nndom  laJk  about  authors,  and  Li/f, 

i.  199,  1.  3,  and  Woris,  viL  456,  for 

_|>i»  cniicism  of  Caio  in  his  Li/e  of 

titditon.      In   the    Preface    to    his 

^kaketptart  he  says  led.   1765,  p. 

35) : — '  l^p/tatre cxpietK^  his  wonder 

Ktbat  our  authour's  cximvagancics  arc 

ICndurrd  by  a  nation  whicb  has  seen 

tragedy  of  Caia.    Let  him  be 

aawrsTcd.  that  Additen  speaks  the 

Qguage  of  poets  and  Shakespeare 

:  men.  We  findin  Crj/t'innunicra.blc 

eauiies  which  enamour  us  of  iu 

itbour,  but   wc  sec    nothing   tliat 

cquaints  us  with  huntnn  seniimcms 

^m  human  actions. . . .  We  pronounce 

the  nune  of  Caf&,  but  we  think  on 

'  I  have  always  ihouKhl  thut  ihoite 
pompons  Rooutn  tcniimcnts  are  not 
so  difficult  to  be  produced,  ns  is 
^-vulgariy  imagined.  A  stroke  of  nnluie 
wxmh  a  hundred  such  ihougbis  as 
"When  vice  pre^'ails,  and  impious 
men  bear  sway, 
The  post  of  honour  is  a  private 
station." 

*C«Uo  is  a  fine  diaiogup  on  liberty  and 

'the  love  of  one's  country.'    J.  War- 

loa's  Essay  on  Pope,  2nd  cd.,  i.  3J9 ; 


Warton  published  this  Eaity  four- 
teen years  before  Wordsworth  was 
born. 

•  '  A  lady  observing  to  one  of  her 
maid- servants,  when  she  caine  in 
from  the  play  [Hannah  More's  Eaial 
Faliehcod],  that  her  eyes  looked  red, 
as  if  she  had  been  crying,  the  girl, 
by  way  of  apology,  said,  "Well, 
Ma'am,  if  I  did,  it  was  no  harm  ;  a 
great  many  respectable  people  cried 
too,"  *     H.  Mote's  Afemoirst  i.  164. 

^  'That  accurate  judge  of  human 
life,  Ur.  Johnson,  has  often  been  heard 
by  me  to  obsenc,  thai  it  wai  the 
greatest  misfonunc  which  could  be- 
fall a  man  to  have  been  bred  to  no 
profession,  And  palhclieaUy  to  regret 
that  this  uiiNfonunc  was  his  own.' 
More's  Practical  PUly,  p.  313.  See 
Life,  iii,  309.  See  anie.  t.  238,  m.  3, 
&nAp6st  in  Seward's  v4«^,-rfo/«, 

*  '  In  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  in 
order  to  satisfy  himself  whether  his 
menial  faculties  were  impaired,  he 
resolved  that  he  would  try  to  learn 
a  new  language,  and  fixed  upon  the 
Low  Dutch,  for  that  purpose,  and 
this  he  continued  till  tie  h^d  read 
al>Aut  one  half  of  Tkomtti  h  Keaipii.' 
Ufe,  iv.  31. 

He 


He  is  said  to  have  very  frequently  made  sermons  for  c!«^- 
men  at  a  guinea  a-picce  * ;  that  dch\7:rcd  by  Dr.  Dodd,  in  the 
chapel  of  Nctt^atc,  was  written  by  him,  as  was  also  his  Defence, 
spoken  at  the  bar  of  the  Old  liailey '. 

Of  a  certain  lady's  entertainments,  he  said, — What  signifies 
going  thither?  there  is  neither  meat,  drink,  oor  talk'. 

lie  advised  Mrs.  SidJona  to  play  the  part  of  Queen  Catherine 
in  Henry  VI f/.*  and  said  of  her,  that  she  appeared  to  him  to  be 
one  of  the  few  persons  that  the  great  comiptors  of  mankind, 
money  and  reputation,  had  not  spoiled  *. 

He   had    a   great  opinion    of  the  knowledge  procured  by 


'  'Johnson  Vi-as  ncra-  (fretdy  of 
money,  but  without  maaey  could  not 
be  stimulated  to  write.  I  hiive  been 
toW  by  u  cIcrKYman  •rith  whom  he 
lixd  been  Inng  acttuainied,  that,  being 
lo  preach  on  a  pultcular  occasion, 
he  applied  to  him  for  help.  "  I  will 
vrite  a  icrmon  for  thee,"  said  John- 
son, "  but  lliou  inu&t  pay  inc  (or  it." ' 
Havleins,  p.  84.  See  ante,  1.  &a,  and 
life,  V.  67. 

*  lb.  iii.  141  ;  aau,  I.  433. 

»  '  I  advised  Mrs.  Thralc.  who  has 
na  card-parties  at  her  house,  to  give 
sweel-meats,  and  such  good  things. 
In  an  evening,  as  arc  not  commonly 
{Ivrn.  and  the  would  And  company 
^ough  came  to  her ;  for  every  body 
lovci  to  ha\x  things  which  please  the 
palate  put  in  their  way,  without 
trouble  or  preparation.'   lj/t,\n.  \&6. 

*  'He  aslccd  her  whi^rh  of  .Sbalic- 
•pcare'i  cbarsctcrs  she  w.-i%  ii>o»t 
]ilcascd  with.  Upon  her  answoing 
that  she  thought  the  charaaer  of 
^ueen  Cithcrire  in  Htttiy  the  Eigkfk 
the  most  Datura!:— "I  think  10  too, 
^ladam,  (said  he.^  and  whenever  you 
pcrfomi  it  I  will  once  more  hobble 
out  10  the  theatre  my»elt" '    /*.  iv. 

'Tlic  meek  lorrows  .ind  virtuous 
distrcH  of  Catherine  have  furnished 
some  scenes  which  may  be  Justly 


numbered  among  (he  greateti  effort* 
of  tragedy.  But  the  genius  of  Sliake* ' 
sprarc  [in  HtMry  VJIi]  comes  in  and 
Koeaout  with  Caibcrine.  Every  otter 
part  may  be  easily  conceived  and 
easily  written.'  Johnson's  SMaie- 
sf-mre,  cd.  1765,  v.  491.  Of  th« 
second  scene  of  the  fourth  act  he 
writes:  'This  Kene  ii  above  any 
othcrpnrt  of  .Shakespeare's  tragedies, 
and  perhiipt  above  any  scene  of  any 
other  poet,  tender  and  pathetick, 
without  gods,  or  furies,  or  poisoss.or 
precipices,  without  the  help  of  m- 
mantick  circumsUinccs,  without  im- 
probable sallies  of  poetical  lamenta- 
tion, and  without  any  throes  of 
tumultuous  misery,'  /*.  p.  46a.  The 
piety  of  the  sentiments  perhaps  in* 
fluenccd  his  judgement. 

*  He  wrote  of  Mrs.  Siddona  to 
Mrs.  ITirale  ; — '  Neither  praise  nor 
money,  the  Iwo  powerful  corrupters 
of  mankind,  seem  to  have  deprat-cd 
her.*  Jitters,  n.  34;.  '  Being  ashed 
if  he  could  not  with  to  compose  a 
part  in  a  new  tragedy  to  display  bei 
powers,  he  replied,  "  Mrs.  Siddons 
excels  in  the  pathetic,  for  which  I 
have  no  talent."  Then  says  his 
friend,  "Imperial  tragedy  mu»t  be- 
long to  you  "  (alluding  to  his  freitt). 
Johnson  smiled.'  Gentleman' s Maga^ 
sine,  i7B5,p.  86. 

conversation 
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convcrsatioa  with  iruclligcnt  and  ingcmoiis  persons*.  His  first 
question  concerning  such  as  had  Uiat  character,  was  ever.  What 
is  his  conversation '  ? 

Johnson  said  of  the  Chattertonian  controversy, — It  is  a  sword 
that  cuts  both  ways.  It  is  as  wonderful  to  suppose  that  a  boy  of 
sixteen  years  old  had  stored  his  mind  with  such  a  train  of 
images  and  ideas  as  he  had  acquired,  as  to  suppose  the  poems, 
with  their  case  ofversiRcation  and  elegance  of  language,  to  have 
been  written  by  Kowlie  in  the  time  of  Edward  the  Fourth'. 

Talking  with  some  persons  about  allegorical  painting,  he  said, 
'I  had  rather  see  the  portrait  of  a  dog  that  I  know,  than  all  the 
all^orical  paintings  they  can  shew  me  in  tlie  world  *.' 

When  a  Scotsman  w.os  talking  against  Warburton  *,  Johnson 
said  he  had  more  literature  than  had  been  imported  from 
Scotland  since  the  days  of  Buchanan.  Upon  his  mentioning 
other  eminent  writers  of  the  Scots, — 'These  will  not  do,'  said 
Johnson, '  let  us  have  some  more  of  your  northern  lights,  these 
arc  mere  farthing  candlcaV 

A  Scotsman  upon  his  introduction  to  Johnson  said ; — '  I  am 
afraid.  Sir,  you  will  not  like  mc,  I  have  the  misfortune  to  come 
from  Scotland.'  '  Sir,"  answered  he,  '  that  is  a  misfortune  ;  but 
sudia  one  as  you  and  the  rest  of  your  countrymen  cannot  hclpV 


'  U/f,u.  yb\  ;  lii.  22. 

■  U.  IV.  19. 

'  'Johnson  said  of  Chatlerion, 
"This  is  the  most  extraordinary 
young  muD  that  bas  cDcountcicd  my 
knowledge.  Ii  is  wondcrlul  how  the 
wh«lp  has  written  such  things." ' 
/*.  iif.  51. 

*  For  his  feelings  (owjuds  ait  sec 
a.  i.  34S3,  n.  3,  and  ante,  i.  214- 

*  Fielding,  addressing  Learning, 
SB]n  1 — '  Give  me  a  while  that  key  10 
all  thy  treasures  which  to  iby  VVtu- 
bunon  thoa  host  enirusicd.'  Tern 
Joius,  Bk.  xiii.  ch.  1.  (Warburton 
was  the   nephew   by  marriaffe   of 

|-F>e)diii|c's  puron,  Allen.)  Johnson 
^told  George  III  that  'he  had  not 
I  nad  inocb  compared  with  Dr.  Wai- 
1  burton.'    Lt/t,  ii  36. 


On  this  saying  Mr.  Patiison  rc- 
mftrka:— *A  modest  admission,  yet 
striclly  tiiie,  e\'cn  understood  of  bare 
quamiiy.  iUit  Johnson  was  not 
thinking  of  volumes  by  numbci'-  tie 
knew  that  Warburion's  leadings 
ranged  over  whole  dnsses  of  biKiks 
into  which  he  himself  had  barely 
dipped.*  Mark  Fattison's  Essnyt, 
cd.  1889.  ii.  13!.  On  p.  tji  Patlisoa 
says  th;)t  Bishop  Newton,  in  his 
parallel  bttween  Jnrlin  and  V^'ar• 
burton,  'adds  that  Joitin  "was  per- 
haps the  belter  Creek  anil  Laiin 
tchoUr."  "  Better"  implies  com- 
parisun.  The  fact  was  that  Jorlin 
was  a  scholar  in  every  sense  of  ihc 
woid ;  Waiburton  in  none.' 

•Ae/z.v.  57,  Sa 

'  The  Scotsman  was  Boswell ;  for 

To 


i6 
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To  one  who  wished  him  to  drink  some  wine  and  be  jolly, 
adding,— 'You  know  Sir,  in  viiio  Veritas'  'Sir,'  answered  he, 
■  this  is  a.  good  recommendation  to  a  man  who  is  apt  to  tie  when 
sQber'.* 

When  he  vf&s  first  introduced  to  General  Paoli,  he  was  much 
struck  with  his  recc]>tion  of  htm;  he  sa.id  he  had  very  much  the 
air  of  a  man  uho  had  been  at  the  head  of  a  nation :  he  was  par- 
ticularly pleased  with  his  manner  of  receiving  a  stranger  at  his 
own  house,  and  said  it  had  dignity  and  affability  joined  together*. 

Johnson  said,  he  had  once  seen  Mr.  Stanliope,  Lord  Chester- 
field's son,  at  Dodslcy's  shop,  and  was  so  much  struck  with  his 
awkward  manners  and  appearance,  that  he  could  not  help  asking 
Mr.  Dod.slcy  who  he  was*. 

Speaking  one  day  of  tea,  he  said,^What  a  delightful  bever^e 
must  that  be,  that  pleases  all  palates,  at  a  time  when  they  can 
take  nothing  else  at  breakfast  *t 

To  his  ccnsiu-c  of  fear  in  general,  he  made  however  one 
exception,  with  respect  to  the  fear  of  death,  timvrtim  maximus\ 
he  thought  that  the  best  of  us  were  but  unprofiuble  servants, 
and  had  much  reason  to  fear '. 

Johnson  thought  very  well  of  Lord  Karnes's  EUments  of 
Criticism;  ofother  of  his  writings  he  thought  very  indifferently, 
and  laughed  much  at  his  opinion,  that  war  was  a  good  thing 
occasionally,  as  so  much  valour  and  virtue  were  exhibited  in  it*. 
A  fire,  says  Johnson,  might  as  well  be  thought  a  good  thing; 
there  is  the  bravery  and  address  of  the  firemen  employed   in' 


what  was  really  said  see  U/e,  i.  393, 
and  ante,  1.  417. 

■  ^nU,l  381  ;  Life,  \\.  188. 

*  '  CcQcral  Paoli  (he  said)  had  the 
loftiest  pon  of  any  man  he  had  ever 
Been.'    /*.  ii,  83. 

*  16*  iv.  333.  See  my  Introduaion 
(p.  43)  to  Ihc  Woridty  Wiidom  ef 
Lord  ChtslfTfielii, 

*  Ante,  i.  414. 

'  Ante,  i.  330,  44S  ;  !■'/'*  '"■  a99. 

*  Kaincs,  speaking  of  ihc  'less 
savage  aspect  *  of  modem  wars, 
says:— 'iiuch  wars  giv«  exercise  to 
the  elevated  virtues  of  courage,  gene- 


rosity and  disinc^resledness,  which 
are  always  aitend«i  wiih  conscious- 
ness of  meril  and  dii^ity.'  Sketches 
of  the  History  of  ^flln,  cd.  1819,  U. 
74.  Tennyson,  when  he  wrote  Afand^ 
thought  with  him.  For  Johnson's 
cstimiic  of  The  Elements  of  Criti~ 
cism  sec  Life,  \.  393 ;  ii.  89.  '  Adam 
Smith,  on  being  cora|iliraemed  on 
the  group  of  great  writers  who  were 
then  rcdccling  glory  on  Scotland, 
said,  "Vcs.  but  wc  must  every  one 
of  US  acknowledge  Kamcti  for  our 
master."  '  Life  of  AJatn  Smith  by 
John  R;Le,  p.  31. 

extinguishing 
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extinguishing  it ;  there  is  much  humanity  exerted  in  saving  the 
lives  and  properties  of  the  poor  sufferers ;  yet,  says  he,  after  alt 
this,  who  can  say  a  fire  is  a  good  thing? 

Speaking  of  schoolmasters,  he  used  to  say,  they  were  worse 
than  the  Egyptian  task-mastcra  of  old*  No  boy,  says  he,  is 
sure  any  day  he  goes  to  school  to  escape  a  whipping :  how  can 
the  schoolmaster  tell  what  the  boy  has  really  forgotten,  and 
what  he  has  neglected  to  learn;  what  he  has  had  no  oppor- 
tunities  of  learning,  and  what  he  has  taken  no  pain:;  to  get 
at  the  knowledge  of?  yet  for  any  of  these,  however  difficult 
they  may  be,  the  boy  is  obnoxious  to  punishment '. 

He  used  to  say  something  tantamount  to  this :  When  a  woman 
affects  learning,  she  makes  a  rivalry  between  the  two  sexes  for 
the  same  accomplishments,  which  ought  not  to  be,  their  provinces 
being  different'.    Milton  said  before  him, 

'  For  cnnteniplntrim  he  and  valour  forni'd, 
For  softness  she  and  sweel  atiractive  grace  '.* 

He  used  to  say,  that  in  all  family-disputes  the  odds  were  in 
lavour  of  Ihe  husband,  from  hb  superior  knowledge  of  life  and 
manners;  he  waa,  nevertheless,  extremely  fond  of  the  company 
ind  conversation  of  women,  and  was  early  in  life  much  attached 
to  a  most  beautiful  woman  at  Lichfield,  of  a  rank  superior  to 
his  own  *. 

He  never  suffered   any  one   to  swear   before   him.    When 

,  a  libertine,  but  a  man  of  some  note,  was  talking  before 

him,  and  interlarding  his  stories  with  oaths,  Johnson  said, 
■  Sir,  all  this  swearing  will  do  nothing  for  our  story,  I  beg  you 
will  not  swear.'  The  narrator  went  on  swearing :  Johnson  said, 
'  I  must  again  intreat  you  not  to  swear.'  He  swore  again  : 
Johnson  quilted  the  room  '. 


'  For  Ibc  brutality  of  schoolmasters 
of  old  see /.!/■-,  L  44,  A  2;  ii.  144, ».  2; 
1 46,  1 57.  •  There  is  now  less  (logging 
in  our  f^reat  scbooU  than  formerly, 
but  ibcn  kss  ii  learned  thcic  ;  so 
that  what  ibc  boys  get  at  one  end 
they  l09e  at  (be  uiber.'    Life,  ii.  407. 

■  Anit,  ii.  tt.  It  was  the  affecta- 
tion of  learning  that  be  dlalikcd, 
VOL.  U. 


not  the  learning  itself. 

'  Paradise  LoU,  iv.  297. 

*  Molly  Aston.     Ante,  i.  155. 

'  'Davies  reminded  Dr.Jobnson  of 
Mr.  Murphy's  having  paid  him  tlie 
hij^hcst  cumpllmcm  that  ever  was 
paid  10  a  layinan.  by  asking  his  par- 
don for  repeating  some  oaths  in  the 
course  of  telling  a  story.'  Z(^,iii.40. 
C  He 
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He  was  no  great  friend  to  puns,  though  he  once  by  accident 
made  a  singular  one-  A  person  who  afTccted  to  live  after  the 
Greek  manner,  and  to  anoint  blmself  with  oil,  was  one  day 
mentioned  before  him.  Johnson,  in  the  course  of  conversation 
on  the  singularity  of  his  practice,  gave  him  the  denomination  ofi 
This  man  of  Greece,  ov  grease,  as  you  please  to  take  it '. 

Of  a  member  of  parliament,  who,  after  having  harangued  for 
some  hours  in  the  house  of  commons,  c^me  into  a  company 
where  Johnson  was,  and  endeavoured  to  talk  him  down,  he  said, 
ThL-j  man  has  a  pulse  in  hiii  tongue. 

He  was  not  displeased  with  a  kind  of  pun  made  by  a  person, 
who  {after  having  been  tired  to  death  by  two  ladies  who  talked 


'Obsccrily  aTid  impiely  (he  saidi 
h&VB  always  been  icprcjoed  in  my 
company/  Lift,  iv.  295.  Sec  also 
it.  iii.  189. 

Susan  Humey,  Bending  her  sister 
ft  rcpoit  of  .1  convcrsaliiin  ai  Strcat- 
hiini  when  Johnson  was  present,  re- 
ports Mrs.  Tlirale  as  crying  out  ;  — 
'  Good  G-d  I  why  somebody  el»e 
mcnlconcd  tliai  bouk  to  mc'  Mis. 
Kaine  Ellis,  who  has  edited  Fanny 
Bumey's  Early  Dinry  with  grc.il 
skill, snys  in  a  footnote:— 'The  care- 
less old  cj.ic Illations  have,  in  almost 
every  case,  bwr  modified,  oreRaced 
tn  the  manuscripts  of  the  diaries,  old 
and  new;  in  many  cas<:s  by  Mine. 
D'Arblay  herself,  in  more  by  her 
niece,  who  was  the  editor  of  her 
later  diaries.  These  olmost  unmean- 
ing expletives  seem  lo  liavc  passed 
unrebukcd  by  Dr.  Johusnn  in  tlic 
case  nf  Mre.  Thrale,  nllhou^h  he 
would  not  suffer  iioswell  lo  write 
"by  my  soul."  ['My  illustrious 
Irtendsaid,  "It  is  very  well,  Sir;  but 
you  shnuld  not  swear." '  /j/>,  ii. 
lit.]  His  ear  had  become  used  lo 
thcm.or  she  li-as  incorrigible'  Early 
Diary  of  F.  liurney,  ii.  334. 

'  'John<:(>n  had  ■  great  cemtempt 
for  that  spcacs  of  «it.'  Life.  ii.  341, 
Boswell,  recording  a  pun  by  John- 


son, Ba>-8:— 'It  was  the  first  time 
thai  1  Icnew  him  stoop  to  sud)  tgtan' 
lb.  iii.  335.  In  his  Dittiautry,  he 
defines  punster  as  ti  low  viit,  wko 
tnttfmttttrt  al  reputalioH  ty  dauNt 
mertnittg. 

Dryden,  after  quoting  Homce's 
pun  on  '  Mr, Kinjf'  {Sa/irft,i.  7.35), 
continues  :— '  But  it  may  be  punt 
were  then  in  fashion,,  as  llicy  vrcre 
wit  in  the  sermons  of  the  last  age 
andjn  theCounof  King  Charles  II.' 
Scott's  Dryden's  Wm-h,  xiii.  97, 

'  A  great  Critic  formerly  held  these 
clenches  in  such  abhorrence  that  be 
declared  "  he  that  would  pun  n-ould 
piclt  a  pocket."  Yet  Mr,  Dennia'ft 
works  anord  us  notable  examples  In 
this  kind."  Tkt  Duneiad,  2nd  ed.  i. 
61,  B.  Shaftesbury  wrote  in  1714: — 
'AH  Mumour  had  sanicthinK  of  tJke 
QuiibU.  The  very  Lan^uajfc  of  the 
Coun  was  Punning.  Hut  'ti*  now 
banish'd  the  Town  and  all  Good 
CoinpEtny.  There  are  only  some  few 
Footsteps  of  It  in  the  Country;  and  it 
seems  at  last  confin'd  tn  thi-  Nureeryc 
of  Vouth,  as  the  chiof  Eniertnia- 
mcnt  of  Pedsnis  .ind  their  Pupils.* 
Cfiaracifrisliiis,  ctl.  1714,  i.  64. 

'  I  never  knew  an  enemy  to  pans 
who  was  not  an  ill-natured  maD.' 
Lamb's  leiien,cd.  1HS8,  ii.  148. 

Of 
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of  the  antiquity  and  illustriousncss  of  their  families,  himself  being 
quite  a  new  man)  cried  out,  with  the  ghost  in  Hamlet, 

^—  '  This  eternal  bhuon 
Miut  not  be  10  ears  of  Sctb  and  blood'.' 

One  who  had  long  known  Johnson,  said  of  him,  In  general  you 
may  tell  what  the  man  to  whom  you  are  speaking  will  say  next : 
this  you  can  never  do  of  Johnson :  his  images,  his  allusions,  his 
great  powers  of  ridicule  throw  the  appearance  of  novelty  upon 
the  most  common  conversation  *. 

He  was  extremely  fond  of  Dr.  Hammond's  Works ',  and  some- 
times gave  them  as  a  present  to  young  men  going  into  orders: 
he  also  bought  them  for  the  library  at  Strcatham, 

Whoever  thinks  of  going  to  bed  before  twelve  o'clock,  said 
Johnson,  is  a  scoundrel: — having  nothing  in  particular  to  do 
himself,  and  having  none  of  his  time  appropriated,  he  uas 
a  troublesome  guest  to  persons  who  had  much  to  do*. 

He  rose  as  unwillingly  as  he  went  to  bed '. 

He  said,  he  was  always  hurt  when  he  found  himself  ignorant! 
of  any  thing*. 

He  was  extremely  accurate  in  liis  computation  of  time'.  He 
could  tell  how  many  hcroick  Latin  verses  could  be  repeated  in 
such  a  given  portion  of  it ;  and  was  anxious  that  his  friends 
should  Take  pains  to  form  in  their  minds  some  measure  for 
estimating  the  lapse  of  il. 

Of  authors  he  used  to  say,  that  a.s  they  think  them-ielves  wiser 
or  wittier  than  the  rest  of  the  world,  the  world,  after  all,  must 
be  the  judge  of  their  pretensions  to  superiority  over  them  '. 


■  ffumUt,  Act  i.  tc  j.  I.  at. 

•  W.  C.  Hamilion  taid  of  him:— 
'  He  has  made  a  chasm  wliich  not 
only  nothing  C2n  fill  up,  bui  which 
notfatng  has  n  lendvnc/  to  lill  up. 
Johnson  is  dead.  Let  us  };o  to  the 
next  best:— there  is  nobody;  qo 
man  can  be  said  to  pui  you  in  mind 
of  Johnson.'    ti/f,  iv.  420. 

•  Amit,  i.  107.  and  Li/f,  m-  56. 

•  AtUi,  i.  351.        '  Anttt  i.  j+o. 

•  "He  observed,  "AU  knowledge 
is  of  itself  of  some  value.    Tlicte  is 


nothing  so  minute  or  inconsiderate, 
that  I  wrouliJ  not  rather  know  it  than 
not."'  /^«,  ii. 357.  Reynolds  wrote 
of  him  : — '  He  sometimes,  it  must  be 
contessect,  covered  bis  ignoranec  by 
generals  rather  than  appear  if^no rant.' 
Taylor's  ReymrUi,  ii.  457. 

'  U/t.  i.  71- 

^  '  He  had  indeed,  upon  all  occn. 
sions,  a  great  deference  for  the 
general  opinion  :  "A  in<in  (said  hcl 
who  writes  a  book,  thinks  himself 
wiser  or  wittier  than  the  re&t  of  man- 

s  Complaincrs 
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Complaiocrs,  said  he,  are  always  loud  and  clainorous '. 

He  thought  highly  of  Majidcville's  Treatise  on  the  Hypochron- 
driacal  DUtase '. 

He  would  not  allow  the  verb  derange,  a  word  at  present  much 
in  use,  to  be  Jtn  English  word.  Sir,  said  a  genttcnun  who  had 
some  prctcnaions  to  literature,  I  have  scxrn  it  in  a  book.  Not  in 
a  bound  book,  said  Johnson ;  disarrange  is  the  word  we  ought  to 
use  instead  of  it  \ 

He  thought  very  favourably  of  the  profession  of  the  law ',  and 
said,  that  the  sages  thereof,  for  a  long  scries  backward,  had 
been  friends  to  religion.  Fortcscuc  s^ays,  that  their  afternoon's 
employment  was  the  study  of  the  Scriptures*. 


kind ;  he  supposes  thai  h«  cwn  in- 
»(nici  or  amuse  thcni,  and  llie  pub- 
lick  1o  wbom  he  8ppe;ils  must,  after 
all,  be  the  judges  of  his  pretensions.' 
I.i/ff  i.  300.     See  anie,  it.  7. 

'  Ante,\.  315. 

•  TrtiUixe  1)/ ffyfiachoadriaci  and 
HyUerick  Pott  torn,  vulgarly  called 
Hyp^  in  Mm,  and  Vapoun  in 
IVamm.  1711. 

Of  Mandeville's  Fatle  0/  the  Btrs 
he  said  : — '  1  read  Mandeville  forty, 
or  I  believe,  fifty  years  ago.  He  did 
not  pUTilc  me ;  he  opened  my  viciws 
imo  life  very  much.'  Life.  iii.  39a. 
See  also  Hawkins's ^fA^Jf",  p.  363- 

'  Neither  derange  nor  ^sarr^ittge 
i)  in  Johnson's  Dictionary.  Of  dt- 
range  he  might  have  said  thai  it  was 
a  word  '  lately  innovated  from 
France   without    necessity.'      U/e, 

iii.  343- 

In  a  note  on  '  the  wide  arch  of  the 

rang'd  empire,'  in  Antmy  and  CUa- 
palra,  Act  i.  SC  t,  he  says  : — '  II  iti 
not  easy  to  guess  how  Dr.  Warbur- 
ion  missed  this  opportunity  of  in- 
serting a  French  word  by  reading — 
"  And  the  wide  aix:h 
Of  dcrang'd  empire  fall  1 " — 
Which,  if  deranged  were  an  Enghsh 


word,  would  be  preferable  both  lo 
raisedund  ranged'  Johnson's  SAaJt^- 
ipeari,  ed.  1765.  vii.  107. 

*  Attorneys  apparendy  he  did  not 
include  in  the  profession  of  the  law. 
fJ/t,  ii. !  26,  He  had  himself  wished 
to  become  a  lawyer.  '  Sir  fhe  said) 
it  would  have  been  better  that  I  had 
been  of  a  profession.  I  ought  to 
have  been  a  lawyer,'  lb.  iii,  3091. 
See /A  i.  1 34,  for  his  wish  to  pt^actise 
in  Doctors'  Commons. 

'  M^uare  Justiciarii,  postquam  se 
rcfccerint,  totum  Diei  residuum  per- 
transeiuil  studendo  in  Legibus,  sa- 
cram  legeiido  Scripturam,  el  aliter 
ad  eorum  Libiiuni  contcmplando,  ut 
Vita  ipsorum  plus  conteiBptativa  vi- 
deatnr  quam  aciiva.  Sictjue  quietam 
illi  Vitam  agunt  ab  omni  SolUci- 
tudine  el  Mundi  Turbinibus  setno- 
tam.'  Fortcscue,  De  Laudihut,  cap. 
U. 

'When  a  law>*er,  a  ■warm  partisan 
of  Lord  Chancellor  Eldcm,  called 
him  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  Church; 
"  No,"  said  another  lawyer, "  he  may 
be  one  of  its  buttresses;  butcciuit)* 
ly  not  one  of  its  pillojs,  for  he  b 
never  found  within  ii.*"  Twi«s"s 
Life  ofRldon,  ed.  1844,  iiL  +8«. 


EXTRACTS 

FROM  JAMES  BOSWELL'S  LETTERS 

TO  EDMOND  MA  LONE  ^ 


Dec,  4.  1790.  Let  me  begin  with  myself.  On  the  day  after 
your  departure,  that  most  friendly  fellow  Courtenay'  (t«£ljing 
the  pardon  of  an  M.P.  for  sa  (iee  aa  epithet)  called  on  me, 
and  took  my  word  and  honour  that,  till  the  Jst  of  March,  my 
silowance  of  wine  per  diem  should  not  exceed  four  good  glasses 
at  dinner,  and  a  pint  after  it ' :  and  this  I  have  kept,  though 
I  have  dined  with  Jack  Wilkes* ;  at  the  London  Tavem,  after 
the  launch  of  an  fndiaman;  with  dear  Edwards;  Dilly*;  at 
home  with  Courtenay ;  Dr.  Barrow';  at  the  mess  of  the  Cold- 


'  PuWifched  in  Croker**  RiuweU, 
».«ii9,fromlhcMSS.iii  Mr.UpcoK's 
collection. 

'  John  Courtenay.  In  the  new 
Harliament  which  met  on  Nov.  35  he 
tax  to*  Tamwordi.  For  his  Meral 
tUid  Literary  Charadtr  of  Dr.  Joh«- 
um  see  Ufi,  i.  3Z3. 

'  •  UmtcT  the  solemn  yew,'  fifteen 
ycaxs  earlier,  he  h»d  promised  his 
friend  Temple  not  to  cxccccj  n.  boltlc 
of  old  Hock  a  day.  The  following 
year  be  wrote  :^*  General  Panli  has 
taken  my  word  of  honour  that  I  shall 
sot  nste  fenoented  tiquoi  for  it  year.' 
Lift-,  ii.  436.  n.  1. 

*  Boswell  complacently  recoideel 
in  bis  Journal :— '  When  Wilkes  and 
I  ut  together,  each  glass  of  wine 
produced  a  flasb  of  wit,  like  gun- 
powder ihrovn  into  the  fire.  PtifTl 
puff ! '    Rogcia's  Dcsv/tUituta,  p.  313. 


*  Charles  Dilly,  Boswell's  pub- 
lisher, at  whose  house  'Johnson 
owned  that  he  aiways  found  a  good 
dinner.'    IJfe,  iii.  285. 

*  Boswell  wrote  to  Temple  on 
Nov.  38,  1789:— 'My  second  son  is 
an  cxtraordinury  buy  ;  lie  i*  much  of 
his  lather  (vanity  of  vanities).  .  .  . 
He  is  still  in  the  house  wilh  me  ; 
indeed  he  is  quite  my  companion, 
though  only  elctcn  in  September. 
He  goes  in  the  day  to  the  academy 
in  Soho  Square,  Icept  by  the  R«v. 
Dr.  Barrow,  formerly  of  Queen's, 
Oxford,  a  coarse  north -country man, 
hut  a  very  good  scholar.*  LetUrt  of 
Hoinveil,  p.  315. 

Barrow  wrote  to  John  James  on 
Jan.  a6,  17S6: — 'The  reviews  and 
IKipcrs  will  Icit  you  belter  th»n  1  can, 
that  the  booksellers  are  engaged  in 
a  comceC  who  shall  publish  thi;  first 
stream : 
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Extracts  from  James  BoszveH's  Letters 


stream';  at  the  Club;  at  Warren  Hastings's';  at  Hawkins 
the  Cornish  member's*;  and  at  home  with  a  colonel  of  the 
guards,  &c.  This  regulatwn  I  assure  you  is  of  essential 
advantage  in  many  respects.  The  Magnum  Opus  advances. 
I  have  revised  p.  3 16*.  The  additions  which  I  have  received 
arc  a  Spanish  quotation  from  Mr.  Cambridge*;  an  account  of 
Johnson  at  Warley  Camp  from  Mr.  Langton*;  and  Johnson's 
letters  to  Mr.  Hastings — three  in  all' — one  of  them  long  and 
admirable;  but  what  sets  the  diamonds  in  pure  gold  of  Ophir 
is  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hastings  to  mc,  illustrating  them  and 
their  writer.  I  had  this  day  the  honour  of  a  long  vbit  from 
the  late  governor-general  of  India.  There  is  to  be  no  more 
impeachment'.  But  you  will  sec  his  character  nobly  vindicated*. 
Depend  upon  this. 


and  best  tA'Axem  of  Johnson's  £)(£• 
ti^H/iry,  snd  thit  hi>  friends  Atc 
ninning  a  race  who  shall  be  foremost 
in  giving,  or  mthcr  selling,  to  the 
world  some  scrip  or  fragment  of  our 
literary  Lcviathan—aa  anecdote,  a 
Idler,  or  a  character,  a  sermon,  b 
prayer,  or  a  bon-mot.'  Letters  of 
Kadiii/fk  .tfsd  James,  p.  a66.  '  I  do 
not  quilc  affect  Jobn's  friend  Barrow,' 
wrote  J.  Boucher;  'he  seems  too 
rough  i.i\&  nigged  &  nonht^m.  He 
would  overawe  me,'    /&.  p.  267. 

'  The  Coldstream  Guards.  Bos- 
well  nearly  thirtj-  years  earlier  had 
described  his  '  fondness  for  the 
Guards.'    Life,  i.  40a 

'  For  Hastings's  letter  to  Boswcll 
dated  the  »nd  of  this  month  see  i"A 
iv.66. 

'  Sir  Christopher  Hawkins,  mem- 
ber for  MichcU.  W.  P.  Courtney's 
i'aii.  Rtpres.  of  Cornwall,  p.  319. 

*  or  the  second  volume. 

^  i-ift,  iti-s;!.  rnanothcrpossAge 
Ub.  iv.  195)  BoswcU  records  a  con- 
versation betwtcn  CamlKidgc  and 
Johnson  about  a  Spanish  translation 
of  Saltust.  Ur.  Franklin  wrote  to 
W.  Str&han  from  Pasty,  on  Dec  4, 


1781:— 'A  strong  Emulation  exists 
at  present  between  Paris  and  Madrid 
with  regard  to  bcauljfut  Priniint. 
Here  a  M.  Didoi  TaliM!  has  a  PxsiiioD 
for  the  An,  and  besides  having  pro- 
cured the  best  Types,  he  has  much 
improv'd  the  Press.  The  uimust 
Care  is  inken  of  his  Press-work;  his 
Ink  is  black,  and  his  I'nper  hnc  and 
white.  He  has  executed,  several 
charming  Editions.  Ilui  the  Salust 
[jrV]  and  the  Don  Quixote  of  Madrid 
are  thought  to  excel  them.' 

*  JJJt,  iii.  36a 
'  lb.  iv.  68. 

'  liosweli's  hope  was  ^m  the  new 
Parliament.  "  The  fricndsof  Hastings 
entertained  a  hope  that  tlic  new 
Mouse  of  Commons  might  not  Iw 
disposed  to  go  on  wiih  the  impeacb* 
ment."  Macaula/s  Essays,  ed.  1843, 
iii.455.  Their l)0}ie was diaappoiotcd. 
Dr.  Bumcy  wrote  to  his  daughter  on 
May  7,  179;  1— 'And  so  dear  Mr. 
Hastings  is  honourably  ncquittcd; 
and  1  visited  him  the  next  morniog. 
and  we  cordially  shook  hands.* 
Mm«.  D'ArWay's  /Masy,  v\.  36. 

*  in  the  Ufi  afjo/iiuan,  that  is  to 
say.    Sec  Life,  iv.  66. 

And 


to  Edmond  Malone. 
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And  now  for  my  friend.  The  appearance  of  Kalonc's  Shake- 
speare on  the  agth  November  was  not  attended  with  any 
external  noise ;  but  I  suppose  no  publication  seized  more 
speedily  and  surely  on  the  attention  of  those  for  whose  critical 
taste  it  wa£  chicBy  intended '.  At  the  Club  on  Tuesday,  where 
I  met  Sir  Joshua,  Dr.  Warren,  Lord  Ossory',  Lord  Palmerston ', 
Windham,  and  Burke  in  the  chair. — Burke  was  so  full  of  his 
anti-French  re\-olution  rage,  and  poured  it  out  so  copiously, 
that  wc  had  almost  nothing  else^     He,  however,  found  time 


'  It  was  published  tn  ten  roluines ; 

*  in  rifieentnontlis  a  laigc  cditinn  was 
n«jLflysol(L'  Unfortunntely  the  type 
And  paper  were  bad.  Prior's  jV/iuVw, 
p.  l6E. 

Honce  Walpole  describes  it   as 

*  tbe  bcAri«st  of  All  boQkf,  in  ten 
thick  ocUvoF,  with  itoits  (bat  are  *a 
extract  of  all  the  opiutn  that  is 
spread  through  the  works  of  all  ihe 
Iwd  play-wrightsof  tbatftge :—  mercy 
OD  the  poor  gcntlcmaa's  patience.' 
Lf/Urs,  a.  396. 

*  It  waa  10  Lord  Ossory's  wife  that 
Horace  Walpole  wrote  ao  miuiy  of 
hu  letters.  In  a  note  10  ibc  letter  of 
FebL  t,  1779  (vii.  169],  tbe  following 
quotation  U  gives  from  Lord  Ossoiy's 
Hemoraada :— '  In  Italy  I  became 
acquainted  with  C)aniclc,  and  from 
tuy  eatlie&t  youth  having  xdoiired 
hiin  on  the  stage,  was  bappy  to  be 
familiarly  acquainted  with  bim,  culti- 
vated his  society  from  that  lime  (ill 
his  death,  and  Ibea  accnmpanied 
him  to  hiii  grave  as  one  of  kis  pall- 
bcarcTK.  He  tuid  Mt».  Garriclc  (I 
think  Vl  vas  in  1777)  have  been  with 
us  in  the  eouniry;  Gibbon  ^nd 
Re)'ao1ds  .11  the  same  time,  nil  three 
ddigbiful  in  fiocicty.  Tbc  vivacity 
of  the  great  acior,  the  keen  sarcastic 
wit  of  tbe  great  historian,  and  the 
genuine  pleasantry  of  (he  grtM 
painter,  mixed  up  well  together,  and 
node  a  cfaamung  party.    Garridc's 


mimicry  of  the  mighty  Johnson  was 
exccltant.' 

Reynolds,  by  his  will,  left  Lord 
Osjory  the  first  choice  of  uny  picture 
of  his  own  painting.  Taylor's  AVji- 
ni>/di,  ii.  636. 

*  Lord  Palmerston,  the  falhcr  of 
the  Prime  Minister,  when  proposed 
at  the  Club  in  1783  was,  writes 
Johnson,  'against  cny  opinion  re- 
jected.' Li/f,W.S32.  He  was  elected 
a  few  months  later. 

•  llurlce,  acknowledging  Malone'i 
gift  of  his  ShaJk^sf^iirf,  sent  him  his 
Kejitdiont  on  iht  Revoltitiiia  in 
France.  'You  have  sent  mc  ^old,* 
he  wrote, 'which  I  c.in  only  repay 
you  in  my  brass.'  Prior's  Malone, 
p.  170. 

Hiirace  Walpole  wrote  of  Burke's 
Ixwifc  (LelleTS,'n.2(iH): — '  Every  page 
shows  how  sincerely  he  is  in  earnest 
—a  wondrous  merit  in  a  political 
p.-iinphlel.  .\]1  other  parly  writers 
act  fta\  for  the  public,  but  it  never 
seems  to  flow  from  the  heart,' 

Curkc  tijli  Malone,  in  Sept.  1791, 
that  iS,Doo  citpics  had  been  sold,  and 
f  3,000  in  Paris  of  the  French  trans- 
lation.    Prior's  MaloHt,  p.  183. 

Bcnnet  Langton  told  H.  D.  Best 
that '  Burke  was  rude  and  violent  in 
dispute  ;  instancing,  '"  if  any  one  as- 
serted that  the  United  States  were 
in  the  wrong  in  their  quatrel  with 
tbe  mutbcr  country,  or  that  England 

to 
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to  praise  tlie  clearness  and  accuracy  of  your  dramatic  history; 
and  Windham  found  fault  with  you  for  not  taking  the  profits 
of  so  laborious  a  work.  Sir  Joshua  is  pleased,  though  he 
would  gladly  have  seen  more  disguisition — you  understand  mc  I 
Mr.  Daincs  Harrington '  is  exceedingly  gratilied.  He  regrets 
that  there  should  be  a  dryness  between  you  and  Steevena',  as 
you  have  treated  him  with  great  respect.  I  understand  that, 
in  a  &hort  time,  there  will  not  be  one  of  your  books  to  be  had 
for  love  or  money. 

Dec.  7.  I  dined  last  Saturday  at  Sir  Joshua's  with  Mr- Burke, 
his  lady,  son,  and  niece.  Lord  Palmerston,  Windham,  Dr. 
Lawrence*,  Dr.  Blagdcn\  Dr.  Burncy,  Sir  Abraham  Hume, 
Sir  William  Scott  \     1    sat  next  to  young    Burke  at   dinner, 


had  a  right  lo  lax  America,  Burke, 
insKad  of  answering  his  argum«nts, 
would,  if  seated  next  to  him,  turn 
nvray  in  such  <t  manner  us  10  Throw 
the  end  of  hit  own  uil  into  the  fxce 
0/  the  nrgucr." '  P^snnnt  ami 
Jjlerary  Mtmoriah^  p.  6j.  Uurkc 
nu  doubt  wore  his  hair  tied  up  in  a 
]>ii[-tail. 

'  Barrinffton  was  not  a  Ri«mber  of 
the  LitersTY  Club,  f  Ic  had  belonged 
to  John»un's  Essex  Head  Club.  Lije, 
iv.  354. 

'  Steevena,  frv«  ]rcBT»  earlier,  had 
taken  ofl'enc«  at  ionic  notes  on 
.Shrtkespenrc  which  M alone  furnished 
to  Isaac  Rcitl.  Prior'BJ/.i/oj*^,p.  133. 
Malone  wrote  to  Lord  Charlcmonl 
On  Nov.  ij,  1793,  about  Stcevcna'a 
last  edition  of  Shakespeare  : — *  In 
my  new  edition  I  mean  to  throw 
down  the  gnunilct,  not  by  the  hints 
and  hciit;itions  of  oblique  dcprvcin- 
tion,  A3  he  hju  on  all  occasions  sen-ed 
mc  in  his  laicbook,  but  by.i  Tairand 
direct  attack."  Hitt.  MSS.  Ccm., 
Thirtcenlh  Report,  App.  viii,  lai. 

*  Not  Johnson's  friend,  the  physi- 
cian, who  had  been  dead  some 
years,  but  Ur.  French  Lawrence,  the 


Civilian,  whose  correspondence  with 
Ituilce  was  published  in  tSa;. 

*  '  Talking  of  Dr.  Bla«dcn's  co- 
piousness  nnd  precision  of  communis 
cation,  Dr.  Johnson  wid:— "Blagden, 
Sir,  is  A  delightful  fellow." '  l^t,  iv. 
30.  Charlotte  Uuncy  deacribcs  bim 
SI  a  Twelfth  Night  Hall  in  1784  as 
'  (00  elegant  10  undergo  the  fiitigue 
of  dancing.'  Early  Diary  a/  F. 
Jiumty,  ii.  316.  Hannah  More 
(Hemoirs,  ii.  98)  met  him  at  Mrs. 
Montagu's  in  1788;— 'He  is  (she 
wrote)  a  new  blu«-8tocktng  and  a 
very  agreeable  one  He  is  SeciclAry 
to  the  Royal  Society.'  Later  on  he 
became  Sir  Charles  DIagden. 

*  To  many  of  these  guests  Sir 
Joshua,  who  died  on  Feb.  23,  1793, 
left  bequests— to  Burke,  £2000,  with 
the  cancelling  ofa  bond  for  the  same 
amount  bonxiwed ;  to  youi^  Vuritc, 
a  miniature  of  Oliver  Cromwell :  10 
Lord  Palmerston,  the  wcnnd  choice 
of  any  picture  of  his  own  painting: 
to  Sir  Abraham  {lumc,  the  choice  of 
his  Claude  Lorraincs ;  and  to  Boswell 
/aoo  10  be  expended  in  the  purchaM 
of  one  of  his  |Mctures. 

MaloDe  too,  and  Burke,  as  executors. 

who 
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who  said  to  me,  that  you  had  paid  his  father  a  very  fine 
compliment*.  I  mentioned  Johnson,  Xo  sound  if  there  was  any 
objectioiL  He  made  none.  In  the  evening  BurVe  told  me  he 
had  read  your  Henry  VI.,  with  all  its  accompaniment,  aiid  it 
was  exceedingly  well  done.  He  left  us  for  some  time ;  I  suppose 
on  some  of  his  cursed  politics;  but  he  returned — I  at  him  again, 
and  heard  from  his  lips  what,  believe  me,  I  delighted  to  hear, 
atid  look  care  to  write  down  soon  after.  '  I  have  read  his  History 
of  the  Stage,  which  is  a  very  capital  piece  of  criticism  and 
anti-agrarianism '.  I  shall  now  read  all  Shakspearc  through, 
in  a  very  different  manner  from  what  I  have  yet  done,  when 
I  have  got  such  a  commentator.'  Will  not  thi.s  do  for  you 
my  friend?  Burke  was  admirable  company  all  that  day.  He 
never  once,  I  think,  mentioned  the  I'rcnch  revolution  '.  and  was 
easy  with  me,  as  in  days  of  eld*, 

Dec  i6.    I  was  sadly  mortified  at  the  Club  on  Tuesday, 
where  I  was  in  the  chair,  and  on  opening  the  box  found  three 


bad  each  the  sftme  sum  left  for  the 
iiamc  object.  Taylor's  Reynolds,  \\. 
636. 

Sir  WiUJAtn  Scott  was  Dr.  Scon 
(Lord  Stowcll),  who  with  ReynoMs 
and  Hawlcina  bad  been  Johnson's 
cxeCDioT.  He  outlived  ihisi  tlintier 
forty-five  ydirs. 

'  'At  length  the  task  of  revisirg 
ibcsc  pUys  w«5  undeilakcn  by 
one  [Johnton]  whose  extra nnl in »ry 
powers  of  mind,  ns  they  rcndcrvd 
him  the  Fidmirniion  of  his  conicmpo- 
rzrin,  will  iian»iTiii  hjg  name  to  pus- 
tcfiiy  as  the  brijfhieit  omamcnt  of 
tbc  ciglilccnth  century;  and  will 
mnamit  it  withom  compciicion,  if  wc 
except  a  gieai  orator,  pbilusophei 
and  slau-sman '  row  living,  whose 
takaU  and  virtues  arc  an  honour  to 
human  nature*  Malonc's  Shake- 
sfitart,  cd.  1790,  i.    Frc&ce,  p.  6S. 


*  B0SW0II,  I  suppose,  wrote  aiUi- 
quarianum. 

'  Burlce  this  riny  never  'thoaght 
of  convincing,  while  lb«>'  thouj^hl  of 
dining.* 

*  In  1783  Hoswell  visited  Burke 
at  Beacons  field.  Life,  iv.  aio,  A 
few  week*  Ulcr  he  wrote;—'  I  men- 
tioned my  expectations  from  the 
interest  of  aneniineni  person  then  in 
fwwer'  (no  doubt  Burke).  Ib.\i,  333, 
Un  May  aK,  1794,  M.tlonc  wrote  of 
the  Club :  — '  Wc  arc  now  so  distracted 
by  party  there,  in  consequence  of 
Windham  and!  Durkc,  and  1  might 
add  the  whole  nation,  bcinj;  on  one 
side,  and  Fox  and  his  little  phaUnx 
on  the  other,  thai  we  in  general  keep 
as  clear  of  politics  as  we  can,  and 
did  M)  yesterday.'  Huf,  MSS- 
Cam.,  Thirteenth  Report,  App.  vHL 


•  The  Kight  nononiable  Edmund  Burke.    Note  by  Mdone. 


balls 
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bads  agalnat  General  Burgoyoe'.  Present,  besides  rnoi.  Lord 
Ossory,  Sir  Joshua  Rcj'nolds,  .ViV  Joseph  Banks,  Dr.  I"ordycc. 
Dr.  Bumcy,  young  Burke,  Courtcnay.  Suevens.  One  of  the 
ballfl.  I  do  believe,  was  put  into  the  nc  side  by  Fordyce  by 
mistake'.  You  may  gucs*  wlio  put  in  the  other  two.  The 
Bishop  of  Carlisle  and  Dr.  Blagdcn  arc  put  up'.  I  doubt  if 
the  latter  will  be  admitted,  till  Burgoyne  gets  in  first*.  My 
work  has  met  with  a  delay  for  a  little  while — not  a  whole  day, 
however — by  an  unaccountable  neglect  in  having  paper  enough 
in  readiness,  1  have  now  before  me  p.  i^^.  My  utmost  wish 
is  to  come  forth  on  Shrove  Tuesday  (Hth  March)*.  'Wits  are 
game  codes,*  &c.  Ijtngton  is  in  touii,  and  dines  with  me 
to*morrow  quietly,  and  revises  his  Ci^ctatua  ^ 

Jaa  i8.     1791.     [  have  been  so  disturbed   by  sad  money- 
niattcni,  that  my  mind  has  been  quite  fretful :    ,'ioc^.  which  I 


*  For  his  dcfeU  at  Saratoga,  sec 
Life,  iii.  3SS-  My  friend,  Mr.  E.  L. 
Bigelow,  of  Marlborougli,  Mass.. 
U.S.A.,  toA  Ilurgo/ne's  folio  Circ<-k 
dictionary,  one  of  ihc  spoils  of  thai 
battle.  Richard  Tickcll  celebrates 
his  'inanty  sense'  lb.  iii.  5SS  M. 
According  to  Horace  Walpole  'be 
had  writtcii  the  best  modem  comedy.' 
tellers,  ix.  96. 

'  Dr. George  Fordyce.  Foran  anec- 
dote of  hU  drinking  sec  Life,  \\.  J74. 

'  The  Bishop  (Dr.  John  Douglas, 
'  the  detector  of  quacks ')  wis  elected 
on  Map  23,  1792  (he  u-as  at  that 
time  Uishop  of  Salisbury),  and  Dr. 
Blagden  on  March  i£,  1794.  Crokcr's 
Baswell,  ii.  337. 

'  It  wa»  no  easy  matter  to  get  into 
ItieClub.  'When  Uishops  and  Chan- 
cellors,' wrote  ^Villjam  Jones  in  17S0. 
'  honour  us  by  olTering  to  dine  wiih 
us  at  a  tavem,  it  teems  very  exira- 
<>rdinary  ihai  we  should  ever  reject 
such  an  offer.'  UJeafSir  W.Jtmts, 
p.  140. 

Malone  wrote  to  Lord  Charlcmont 


on  April  s,  1779:— 'I  have  Utely 
made  two  or  three  attempts  to  get 
into  your  club,  but  have  not  yd  been 
able  to  succeed— though  I  hove 
some  friends  there — Johnson,  Burke, 
.Steevens,SirJ.  Kc>Ti olds  and  Maitay. 
At  first  they  said,  I  think,  Ih^ 
lh<>ughl  it  a  respect  to  Ciarrick's 
memory  [sec  Life,  \.  4St,  n.  5]  not 
to  elect  any  one  Ibr  some  time  io 
his  room.'  Hitt.  MSS.  Com.,  Twelfth 
Report,  A  pp.  X.  344.  He  was  elected 
on  Feb.  %,  1783.  Croker's  Batwell, 
cd.  1844,  ii.  337. 

'  In  the  height  of  revolutionary 
proceedings  in  France.  KnRcrs,  not 
at  all  reserved  in  giving  full  swing 
to  Whig  opinions  of  the  &*y.  cani« 
forward  as  «indidatc  for  the  Club, 
and  was  black-balled.  This  he  at- 
tributed to  Malone.'  fVior's  A/o/oim, 
p.  204. 

'  Reynolds  wrotft  to  Malone  00 
this  day: — '  To-day  is  Shrove  Tucs- 
day.andno Johnson.'  Prior'sJ/A/onif, 
p.  174. 

"  Life,  iv.  I. 

borrowed 
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borrowed  and  lent  to  a  first  cousin,  an  unlucky  captain  of  an 
Indiaman,  were  due  on  the  i^th  to  a  merchant  in  tlic  cit)'. 
I  could  not  possibly  raise  that  sum,  and  was  apprehensive  of 
being  hardly  used.  He,  however,  indulged  me  with  an  allowance 
to  make  partial  payments ;  1 50/.  io  two  months,  150/.  in  eight 
months,  and  the  remainder,  with  the  interests,  in  cifjhtccn 
months.  How  I  am  to  manage  T  am  at  a  loss,  and  I  know 
you  cannot  help  me.  So  this,  upon  my  honour,  is  no  hint. 
I  am  really  tempted  to  accept  of  the  tooo/.  for  my  Life  of 
Johnson.  Yet  it  would  go  to  my  heart  to  sell  it  at  a  price 
which  I  think  much  too  low.  Let  me  struggle  and  hope. 
I  cannot  be  out  on  Shrove  Tuesday,  as  I  flattered  mj-seif.  P.  376. 
of  Vol.  W.  is  oi-dered  for  press,  and  I  expect  another  proof 
to-night.  But  I  have  yet  near  aoo  pages  of  copy  besides  letters, 
and  the  death,  which  is  not  yet  written.  My  second  volume 
will,  I  sec,  be  forty  or  fifty  pages  more  than  my  first.  Your 
absence  is  a  woful  want  in  all  respects.  You  unll,  I  dare  say, 
perceive  a  difference  in  the  part  which  is  revised  only  by  myself, 
and  in  which  many  insertions  tt"ill  appear.  My  spirits  arc  at 
present  bad  :  but  I  will  mention  all  \  can  recollect. 

Jan.  29.  1791.  You  will  find  this  a  most  desponding  and 
dis^reeable  letter,  for  which  I  ask  your  pardon.  But  your 
vigour  of  mind  and  warmth  of  heart  make  your  friendship  of 
such  consequence,  that  it  is  drawn  upon  like  a  bank.  I  have, 
for  some  weeks,  had  the  most  woful  return  of  melancholy, 
insomuch  that  I  have  not  only  had  no  relish  of  any  thing,  but 
a  continual  uneasiness,  and  all  the  prospect  before  me  for  the 
rest  of  life  has  seemed  gloomy  and  hopeless.  The  state  of  my 
aflairs  is  exceedingly  embarrassed.  I  mentioned  to  you  that 
the  500/.  which  1  borrowed  several  years  ago,  and  tent  to  a  first 
cousin,  an  unfortunate  India  captain,  must  now  be  paid;  150/. 
on  the  18th  of  March,  150/.  on  the  iHth  of  October,  and 
25'/-  15^-  6(/.  on  the  r8th  of  July,  1793.  This  debt  presses 
upon  my  mind,  and  it  is  uncertain  if  I  shall  ever  get  a  shilling 
of  it  again.  The  clear  money  on  which  I  can  reckon  out  of 
my  estate  is  scarcely  900/.  a  year.  What  can  I  do?  My  gmve 
brother  urges  me  to  quit  London,  and  live  at  my  seat  in  the 

country  ; 
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country;  where  be  thinks  that  I  might  be  able  to  save  so  as 
gradually  to  relieve  myself.  But,  alas !  I  should  be  absolutely 
miserable.  In  the  mean  time,  such  are  my  projects  and  sanguine 
expectations,  that  you  know  I  purchased  an  estate  which  was 
given  long  ago  to  a  younger  son  of  our  family,  and  came  to 
be  sold  last  autumn,  and  paid  for  it  1500^. — 150c/.  of  which 
I  borrow  upon  itself  by  a  mortgage.  But  the  remaining  icocA 
I  cannot  conceive  a  possibility  of  raising,  but  by  the  mode  of 
annuity ;  which  is,  I  bclic^-c,  a  very  heavy  disadvantage.  I  own 
it  was  imprudent  in  mc  to  make  a  clear  purchase  at  a  lime 
I  was  sadly  straitened ;  but  if  I  had  missed  the  opportunity, 
it  never  again  would  have  occurred,  and  I  should  have  been 
vexed  to  see  an  ancient  appan^c.  a  piece  of,  as  it  were,  the 
flesh  and  blood  of  the  family,  In  the  hands  of  a  stranger.  And 
now  that  I  have  made  the  purchase,  I  should  feel  myself  quite 
despicable  should  I  give  it  up. 

In  this  situation,  then,  my  dear  Sir,  would  it  not  be  wise  io 
mc  to  accept  of  icoo  guineas  for  my  Life  of  Johnson,  supposing 
the  person  who  made  the  offer  should  now  stand  to  it,  which 
I  fear  may  not  be  the  case;  for  two  volumes  may  be  considered 
as  a  disadvantageous  circumstance  ?  Could  t  indeed  raise  lOooJL ' 
upon  the  credit  of  the  work,  I  should  incline  to  gamty  as  Sir 
Joshua  saj-s  ' ;  because  it  may  produce  double  the  money,  though 
Steevens  kindly  tells  me  that  I  have  over-printed,  and  that  the 
curiosity  about  Johnson  is  now  only  in  our  own  circle'.  Pray 
decide  for  me ;  and  if,  as  I  suppose,  you  are  for  my  taking 
the  offer,  inform  me  with  whom  I  am  to  treat.  In  my  present, 
state  of  spirits,  I  am  all  timidity.  Your  absence  has  been 
a  severe  stroke  to  me.  I  am  at  prcsicnt  quite  at  a  loss  what 
to  do.  Last  week  they  gave  me  six  sheets'.  I  have  now 
before  mc  in  proof  p.  456*:  yet  I  have  above  100  pages  of 
my  copy  remaining,  besides  his  death,  which  is  yet  to  be  written, 


'  Perhaps  j^ami/e,  a  word  not  in 
Johnson's  Dictionary  (where  f;am- 
bSer,  ihougb  given,  is  called  '  a  cant 
w«Td '),  was  in  conninon  use,  ;uid 
Reynolds  was  singuUi  in  sticking  lu 
an  o]d-fa.sh.ioned  word. 


'  For  StKvcns's  malisiuncy  ace 
Life,  lii.  281. 

'  4^  pages,  as  the  first  edition  was 
in  t:|uano. 

'  Vol.  iii.  p.  323  of  my  edition. 

and 
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and  many  Insertions,  were  there  room,  as  also  seven-and-thirty 
letters,  exclusive  of  twenty  to  Dr.  Brocklesby,  most  of  which 
will  furnish  only  extracts.  I  am  advised  to  extract  several  of 
those  to  others,  and  leave  out  some  ;  for  my  first  volume  makes 
only  516  pages,  and  to  have  600  in  the  second  will  seem 
awkward,  besides  increasing  the  expense  considerably".  The  coun- 
sellur,  indeed,  has  devised  an  ingenious  way  to  thicken  the  first 
volume,  hy  prejixing  the  index.  I  have  now  desired  to  have  but 
one  compositor.  Indeed,  I  go  sluggishly  and  comfortlessly  about 
my  work.     As  I  pass  your  door  I  cast  many  a  longing  lock. 

I  am  to  cancel  a  leaf  of  the  first  volume,  having  found  that 
though  Sir  Joshua  certainly  assured  me  he  had  no  objection 
to  my  mentioning  that  Johnson  wrote  a  dedication  for  him,  he 
now  thinks  otherwise.  In  tliat  leaf  occurs  the  mention  t)f 
Johnson  having  written  to  Dr.  Leland,  thanking  the  University 
of  Dublin    for  their   diploma ^     What   shall    I    say  as   to  it? 


*  li  ooetaincd  588  pa^s. 

'  The  cancel  came  on  vol.  i.  p.  372 
of  ibe  first  edition.  In  the  second 
edition  ii  change  was  mad*;  in  the 
order  of  the  p.traf;niph5,  1>/  which 
Pr.  Leland  and  the  DedicAU»ns  were 
separated  by  ten  pages,  in  tny 
edition  Dr.  Leland  is  fniind  on  vol.  i. 
p.  4S9,.'inil  the  Dedications  on  vol.  11. 
p.  I.  By  the  kiadnc»  of  tny  fricniJ, 
Mr.  R.  B.  Adam,  of  BuCT^tlo,  who  hiKi 
ID  his  coUeaion  the  proof-sheets  of 
die  Life,  with  Bosvi^ll's  autograph 
corrections,  1  am  able  to  give  the 
passage  as  it  first  stood.  It  ran  ;is 
(bUows:— '  He  furnished  his  frrend, 
Dr.  Percy,  now  iiishop  of  Dromore. 
with  a  Dedication  to  the  Countess  of 
Nonhumberland.  which  was  prefixed 
to    his    ooJleetion   of  "Reliquct   of 

acieot  English  Poetry,"  in  which 
pays  compIiiTifnts  to  that  most 
illustrious  tainily  in  tlie  most  couitly 
style.  It  should  not  be  wondered  at, 
that  one  who  cin  himwtf  write  ao 
well  as  Dr.  Percy  should  accept  of 
s  Dedication  from  Johnion's  pen ; 
fbr  as  Sir  Joshiu  Reynolds,  who  we 


shall  see  afterwards  accepted  of  the 
same  kind  of  assistance,  wcli  observed 
to  me,  "^  Writing  a  dedication  is  a 
knack.  It  is  likewritingan  advertise- 
tnent." 

'  Jo  ibis  art  no  man  excelled  Dr. 
Johnson.  Though  the  luAJness  of 
his  mind  prevented  him  from  ever 
d«dicatin)[  in  his  own  person,  he 
wrote  a  great  number  of  Dedications 
for  others.  After  all  the  diligence  I 
have  bestowed,  some  of  them  have 
escaped  my  inquiries.  He  told  mc 
he  hclieved  he  had  dedicated  la  all 
the  Royal  r^mily  round.* 

Advertisement  in  the  above  passage 
is  not  used  in  its  modem  sense.  \\'  hat 
we  should  call  the  Prefaces  10  the 
first  and  second  edition  of  the  Life, 
Boswcll  calls  the  Adverlisfmints. 
Kor  the  AJi-crthrmen/t  which  John- 
son had  intended  for  the  English 
Poets,  see  Li/e.  iv.  35  n. 

Percy,  in  later  editions  of  the 
Reliqtua,  suppressed  tlie  Dedication. 
Hewroieto  Dr.  Anderson  .—'Though 
not  wholly  written  by  Dr.  Johnson,  it 
owed  its  finest  strokes  to  bis  pen,  and 

I  h.-tve 


30        Extrofls  from  James  BoszvfU's  Letters 


I  Hmc  abo  room  to  suie  sfaortiy  the  aaecdote  of  the  colkee_ 
cook',  which   I   b^  you   may  get  (or  me.     I  doll  be 
anxious  till  t  bear  from  yon. 

Having  hara»ed  you  with  so  much  about  myself,  I  have 
left  no  room  for  any  thing  else.  We  had  a  numerous  club 
on  Tuesday:  Fox  in  the  chair,  quoting  Homer  and  Ficldir^. 
ftc  to  the  axtonishment  of  Jo.  Warton  * ;  who,  with  Laogton 
and  Seward,  cat  a  plain  bit  with  me,  in  my  new  house,  last 
Saturday.  Sir  Joshua  hits  put  up  Dr.  Lawrence,  who  will  be 
blackballed  as  sure  as  he  exists '. 

We  dined  on  Wednesday  at  Sir  Joshua's;  thirteen  wiiA 
Mlas  P.*  Himself,  Blagden.  Batt*.  [Lawrence*,]  Erskine', 
Langton.  Dr.  Warton,  Metcalfe',  Dr.  Lawrence,  his  brother* 
a  clergyman,  Sir  Charles  Bunbury',  myself. 


1  co«U  not  any  longer  kftow  myself 
ID  Btrat  in  borrowed  teuben-'  Ander- 
tott't /oAiuon,  ed.  1S15,  p.  309. 

'  Thit,  no  doubt,  is  cxpUinexl  hf 
ibafblomBgcorrespoodencc  bciwrecn 
HbIsim  and  Lord  Cbarlrmont.  Ma- 
lon«  wrote  on  Nov.  7,  1787  : — ■  Dr. 
Johnson  very  kindly  wrote  to  some 
man  wlio  was  employed  in  thcCollcgc 
kitchen  [Trioky  Colleite,  DubltoT  who 
had  a  rnind  to  breed  his  son  n  scholar, 
tmd  wrote  lo  Johnson  for  advice. 
Perhaps  Dr.  J.  Kearney  coald  recover 
Ibis.'  Charlemont  replied :— '  The 
letter  to  an  officer  in  the  College 
kitchen  is  well  remembered,  and 
John  Kearney  has  promised,  if  pos- 
■tble.  to  find  it,  though  he  seems 
Almost  to  despair.'  Two  days  Inter 
he  wrote  :— '  The  other  IcUi.t  is,  I 
feaf)  absolutely  Irrecoverable,  as  no 
trace  can  be  found  of  any  papcn  be- 
longing to  the  College  steward,  uliu 
bus  long  since  1}ccn  dead.'  ///>/. 
AfSS.  Com^  Thirteenth  Kcport,  App. 
viii.  6s,  3,  s- 

•  Why  Warton  should  have  been 
astonished  is  not  clear.  He  had  been 
«  member  of  the  C3ub  (or  nearly 
fourteen  years,  iind  so  was  likely  10 


have  met  Fok  and  lean^  that  he  wat 
a  icbolar. 

*  Dr.  I.a.wrence  was  I)Iack*balledp, 
and  did  not  become  a  member  of  tl 
CIgb  till  December,  1803.   Crdker. 

'  Sir  Juthua'?  niece,  Miss  Palmer. 
For  the  dinners  which  be  gare,  see 
i^fr,  iii.  375  w. ;  iv.  313  ». 

*  Thomas  llait.  who  in  17S9  wasi 
one  of  the  Commissioners  for  andit'* 
ing  the  Public  Accounts.    Walpok's 
tttttrt,  ix.  181  n. 

When  Miss  Bumey  escaped  from 
her  Coun  servitude  she  met  htm  at 
a  pany.  ' "  How  I  rejoice,"  he  crisd, 
"  to  see  you  at  length  out  of  thral- 
dom!" "Thraldom?"  quoth  1, 
"  that's  rather  a  strong  word ! "  * 
Mmc.  D'Arbla/s  Diofy,  v.  37a 

*  Crokcr  inserts  this  lumc,  appa- 
remly  to  complete  the  thirteen,  botl 
Dr.  Lawrence's  brother  is  included 
in  Boswell's  list 

'  Afterwards  Lord  ChaoceUor. 
Ufi,\i.  173- 

'  Philip  Metcalfe.one  of  Reynolds's 
execulors.    fi.  iv.  [5i>,  n.  s. 

'  The  brother  of  H.  W.  Bunbury, 
the  caricaturist.  /&.  ii.  374.  Sir 
Charles  was  the  only  man  of  hercdi- 

Feb. 
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Feb.  lO.  1791.  Yours  of  the  5th  reached  tne  yesterday. 
I  instantly  went  to  the  Don,  who  purchased  for  you  at  the 
oflficc  of  H;iyard  and  Co,  a  half,  stamped  by  government  and 
warranted  undrawn,  of  No.  43  m  152.  m  the  English  State 
Ixittcry.  1  have  marked  on  Ihc  back  of  it  Edward.  Henrietta, 
and  Catherine  Malonc,  and  if  Fortune  will  not  favour  those 
three  united,  I  shall  blame  her.  This  half  shall  He  in  my 
bureau  with  my  own  whole  one,  till  you  desire  it  to  be  placed 
elsewhere.  The  cost  with  registration  is  8/.  ils.  fid.  A  half  is 
always  proportionally  dearer  than  a  whole.  I  bought  my  ticket 
at  Nicholson's  the  day  before,  and  paid  tSl.  tij.  for  it '.  I  did 
not  look  at  the  number,  but  sealed  it  up.  In  the  evening 
a  handbill  was  circulated  by  Nicholson,  that  a  ticket  the  day 
before  sold  at  his  office  for  i6l.  8j.  was  drawn  a  prize  for  5000/. 
The  number  was  mentioned  in  the  handbill.  I  had  resolved 
not  to  know  what  mine  was  till  after  the  drawing  of  the  lottery 
was  finished,  that  I  might  not  receive  a  sudden  shock  of  blank  ; 
but  this  unexpected  circumstance,  which  elated  me  by  calculating 
that  mine  must  certainly  be  one  of  too,  or  at  most  aoo  sold 
by  Nicholson  the  day  before,  made  me  look  at  the  two  last 
figures  of  it ;  which,  alas  1  were  48.  whereas  those  of  the  fortunate 
one  were  33.  I  have  remanded  my  ticket  to  its  .secrecy.  O ! 
could  I  but  get  a  few  thousands,  what  a  difference  would  it 
make  upon  my  state  of  mind,  which  is  harassed  by  thinking 
of  ray  debts*.     I  am  anxious  to  hear  your  determination  as 


tary  rank  who  attended  Johnson's 
funeral.  He  married  l.ady  Sitrati 
Lennox,  with  whom  George  III  had 
been  in  kivc  Being  divorced,  she 
the  Hon.  GeoirBe  Napier,  by 
rhom  she  wa»  tbe  mother  of  Sir 
Charles  Napier,  the  conqueror  of 
Sciodc,  and  .Sir  WiUiam  Naplci,  the 
historian.  U'alpole's  Lrtters,  Jii. 
373  n.  She  died  in  1S36 — a  fircat 
gnn(l-ilau|:hter  of  Charles  1 1.  Top- 
bam  Beauderk  and  Charlci  Jamei 
Fox,  both  of  whom  Johnson  called 
bii  friends,  were  dcsccinlcd  from 
Charles  II. 
*  In  tlieTableofWaysand  Meani 


for  1791  is  entered  on  May  19, 
'  Profit  in  50,000  lottery-itckcts  al 
/16.  3.  6  — /jo6,2Stt'  Annual 
lifgisler,  1791.  Appendix,  i.  116. 
The  diflerenec between  ^16.  3. 6  and 
£ih,  K  was,  I  suppose,  the  deaJcr's 
proJit.  The  total  sum  paid  at  Cbts 
latc  for  the  tickets  wa«  JC^iojooo,  of 
which  litti*  more  than  ^500,000 
was  relumed  in  price*,  while  over 
;t]i3.<»o  "fcnl  t"  the  dealers. 

•  I  Icamt  on  K»»tl  authority  at 
Auchinleck  that  HoKwell  left  hit 
estates  nearly  eiear  of  debt,  but  lliat 
they  becnmc  en c limbered  by  his 
wn,  Sir  AlexandcTi  and  his  giaod- 

to 


to  my  magnum  opus.  I  am  very  unwilling  to  part  with  the 
properly  of  it,  and  certainly  would  not,  if  I  could  but  get 
credit  for  looc/.  for  three  or  four  years.  Could  you  not  assist 
me  ill  that  way,  on  the  security  of  the  book,  and  of  an  assign- 
ment to  one  half  of  my  rents,  700/.  which,  upon  my  honour, 
are  alw-ays  due,  and  would  be  forthcoming  in  case  of  my  decease  ? 
I  will  not  sell,  till  I  hive  your  answer  as  to  this. 

On  Tuesday  wc  had  a  Club  of  eleven.  Lords  Lucan  '  (in  the 
chair),  Ossory,  Macartney",  Kliot ',  Bishop  of  Clonfert  *,  young 
Burke,  mj.'scif,  Courtcnay,  Windham,  Sir  Joshua,  and  Charles 
Fox,  who  takes  to  us  exceedingly,  and  asked  to  have  dinner 
a  little  later ;  so  it  was  to  be  at  |  past  five.  Burke  had  made 
a  great  interest  for  hi.f  drum-major',  and,  would  you  believe 
it?  had  not  Courtcnay  and  I  been  there,  he  would  have  been 
chosen.  Ilanks  was  quite  indignant,  but  had  company  at  home:. 
Lord  Ossory  ventured  lo  put  up  the  Bishop  of  Peterborough, 
and  I  really  hope  he  will  get  in.  Courtcnay  and  I  will  not 
be  there,  and  probably  not  again  till  you  come.  It  was  poor 
work  last  week,  the  whelp  ''  would  not  let  us  hear  Fox  ....  1  am 
strangely  ill,  and  doubt  if  even  you  could  dispel  the  demoniac 


son,  Sir  James  BosweH.  The  papu- 
lation of  Aachinlcck  had  risen,  be- 
tween 1S34  a.nd  1889,  rrom  1,600  lo 
nearly  7,000.  This  rapid  increase 
was  due  lo  the  co«l  rtiircs  which 
were  opened  about  1854,  and  al  one 
time  added  ^5,000  a  year  to  tbe 
Bos  well  rental. 

'  JJ/e,  iv,  326. 

*  *  Lord  Mxcartney  (wrote  Iloawcll 
in  t)ie  Adverrisetncnt  to  ihc  second 
edition  of  ihc  Li/e,  \.  13)  favoured  me 
wiih  his  own  copy  of  my  boclc,  with 
a  number  of  noles,  of  uliicli  1  lia.ve 
availed  myself.  On  die  tint  leaf  I 
found  in  his  Litrdshlp's  hand-wnting, 
an  inscription  of  such  high  commen- 
dation, that  even  1,  vnin  us  I  am, 
cannot  prevail  on  myself  to  publish 
it.'  I  hope  that  thU  volume  will  find 
its  way  into  a.  public  library. 

'  Ic  was  he  of  whom  Johnson  eaid, 


'  [  did  not  think  a/^ww^  Lard  could 
have  mentioned  to  me  a  book  in  the 
English  history  that  was  not  known 
to  me."     life.  iv.  33^. 

'  Richard  Marlay,  once  Dean  Ot 
Fcrru  and  aftcc  wards  Bishop  of 
Waicfford.  Life,  iv.  73.  On  Jan. 
27,  1782,  he  wrote  lo  Lord  Charle- 
monl :—' Our  club  black-balled  lord 
Camden,  lliis  conduct  should  dis- 
grace the  society.  The  bishop  of  Sl 
Asapb  was  once  black •bal  led,  but  is 
now  elected.  The  club  must  have 
some  wretched  members  bcloaging 
to  it,  or  the  two  greatest  and  most 
virtuous  characters  in  the  kiagdom 
could  nat  be  treated  with  stich  dis- 
respect' J{isi,  MSS.  tcm.y  Twelfth 
Report,  App.  X.  396. 

'  Dr.  Lawrence. 

'  Perhaps  young  Burke. 

inBucnce. 
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33 


influcocc.  1  have  now  before  me  p.  488.  in  print :  the  913 
pages  of  the  copy  only  is  exhausted,  and  there  remains  80, 
besides  the  death;  as  to  which  I  shall  be  concise,  though 
solemn  ;  also  many  letters.  Pray  how  shall  I  wind  up?  Shall 
I  give  the  character  in  my  Tour,  somewhat  enlarged  '  ? 

London,  Feb.  1^.  1791.  I  have  not  seen  Sir  Joshua  I  think 
for  a  fortnight.  I  have  been  worse  than  yuu  can  possibly 
imagine,  or  I  hope  ever  shall  be  able  to  imagine ;  which  no 
man  can  do  without  experiencing  the  malady.  It  has  been 
for  some  time  painful  to  me  to  be  in  company.  I,  however, 
am  a  little  better,  and  to  meet  Sir  Joshua  to-day  at  dinner 
at  Mr.  Dance's',  and  shall  tell  him  that  he  is  to  have  good 
Irish  claret. 

I  am  in  a  distressing  perplexity  how  to  decide  as  to  the 
property  of  my  book.  You  must  know,  that  1  am  crrtainty 
Informed  that  a  certain  person  who  delights  in  mischief  has 
been  depreciating  it  ^  so  that  I  fear  the  sale  of  it  may  be  vtry 
dubiou.<L  Two  quartos  and  two  guintas  sound  in  an  alarming 
nunner.  I  bclie^'c,  in  my  present  frame,  I  should  accept  even 
of  500/. ;  for  I  su-spect  that  were  I  now  to  talk  to  Robinson^ 
I  should  find  him  not  disposed  to  give  1000/.  Did  he  abso- 
lutely offer  it,  or  did  he  only  express  himself  so  as  that  you 
cettcluded  he  would  rivc  it?  The  pressing  circumstance  is,  that 
I  must  lay  down  1000/.  by  the  1st  of  May,  on  account  of  the 
purchase  of  land,  which  my  old  family  enthusiasm  uiged  me 
to  make.  You,  I  doubt  not,  have  full  confid(.'nce  in  my  honesty. 
May  I  then  ask  you  if  you  could  venture  to  join  with  me  in 


'  In  ihe  enlry  of  Feb.  10,  1791, 
I  hare  foUon-ed  the  reprint  of  the 
original  in  .Mr.  A.  Morrison's  Auto- 
grafiAs,  3nd  leries,  i.  375. 

*  Th«re  were  two  pjtiniers  of  this 
name,  George  iind  Nathaniel.  Tay- 
kir*>  Reynolds,  i.  260 ;  ii.  (tog. 

'  Ceorge  Steevens,  no  doubt. 

'  Malene,  writing  on  Nov.  ij,  1793, 
about  Mt.  George  Robinson,  who  iiiid 
ondcrtvlcen  lo  publish  a  new  edition 
of  hli  Shaktipeare,  says:— 'He  is 
imluckily  1  determined  republican. 

VOL.  11. 


In  consequence  of  his  political 
phrenzy,  be  at  ibis  momcnl  is  apjirc- 
bcnstvc  of  judgniL-nt  being  pro- 
nounced against  him  by  the  King's 
Bench  for  selJing  l^aine's  pamphlet, 
and  inay  probably  be  punished  for 
liis  leal  in  the  "  good  old  cause,"  as 
they  called  it  in  the  last  ceniiiry,  by 
six  monihs  imprisonment.  I  sha.ll 
not  huvc  the  smallest  piiy  fur  him.' 
Hisi.  MSS.  Cam.,  Thirteenth  Kcport. 
A  pp.  viii.  222. 

D  a  bond 
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a  bond  for  that  sum,  as  then  I  would  take  my  chance,  and,  as 
Sir  Joshua  says,  g^ame  with  my  book  ?  Upon  my  honour,  your 
tclling^  mc  that  you  cannot  comply  with  what  I  propose  will 
not  in  the  ka5t  surprise  me,  or  make  any  maimer  of  difiTcrcncc 
as  to  my  opinion  of  your  frtcnd.ship.  I  mean  to  ask  Sir  Joshua 
if  he  will  join;  for  indeed  I  should  be  vexed  to  sell  my  Ma^um 
Opus  for  3  great  deal  less  than  its  intrinsic  value.  I  meant 
to  publish  on  Shrove  Tuesday;  but  if  I  can  get  out  within 
the  month  of  March  1  shall  be  satisfied.  I  have  now,  1  think, 
fifur  or  Jive  sheets  to  print,  which  will  make  my  second  volume 
about  575  pages.  But  I  shall  have  more  cancels.  That  nervcut 
mortal  W.  G.  H.  is  not  satisfied  with  my  report  of  some 
particulars  which  T  wrote  down  from  his  own  moufh,  and  is 
so  much  agitated,  that  Courtenay  has  persuaded  me  to  allow 
a  netv  edition  of  them  by  H.  liimsclf  to  be  made  at  H.'s 
expense'.  Besides,  it  has  occurred  to  me,  that  when  I  mention 
a  literary  fraud,  by  Rclt  the  historian,  in  golny  to  Dublin, 
and  publishing  Akenside's  Pleasures  of  the  Imagination,  with 
his  own  name*.  I  may  not  be  able  to  authenticate  it,  as  Johnson 


•  W.  G.  H.  was  William  Gerard 
Hamilton.  The  cancel  occurs  at 
vol.  ii.  3960/  tlie  first  edit  ion;  vol.iv. 
HI  of  mine:  where,  instead  of  (he 
paragraph  which  now  begins,  '  One 
of  Johnson"?  principal  laleni*,'  the 
following  had  stood: — "His  friend, 
Mr.  Hamilton,  when  dining  .it  my 
house  one  day  expressed  this  so  well 
ihal  I  wrote  doivn  his  words:  — 
"Johnson's  great  cxcelleDCC  in  miiift- 
taining  the  wrong  side  of  an  argu- 
ment was  a  splendid  pcncrsion.  If 
you  could  contrive  it  so  as  10  have 
hi»  fair  opinioD  upon  a  siibje<:t, 
without  any  bias  from  personal  pre- 
judicG,  or  from  a  wish  lo  con- 
quer— it  was  wisdom,  it  was  justice, 
it  was  convincing,  it  was  over- 
powering," ' 

The  blank  on  the  next  page  was 
(iWcii'tiy  fiamiUoH.  •  Mr.  Hamilton,' 
wrote  Mnlonc,  'has  all  his  life  been 
diaiinguislicd  for  political  timidity 


and  indecision.'  Prior's  Malotu,  pu 
418. 

On  Feb.  10  Boawell  wrote  to  Ma- 
lone  :— '  1  must  have  a  cancelled  leaf 
in  vol.  iL  [p.  303}  of  that  passage 
where  there  is  a  conversation  as  to 
conjugal  infidelity  on  the  huab:ind's 
side,  and  lijs  wife  snying  »tiv  did  not 
care  how  many  women  he  wenl  to, 
if  he  loved  her  aione,  with  my  pro- 
posing to  mark  in  a  pocket-book, 
every  time  a  wife  refuses,  &c.,  Ac- 
I  wontler  how  you  and  I  admitted 
this  Id  the  public  eye,  for  Windham, 
Sec  were  struck  with  its  indelicacy, 
and  it  might  hurt  the  bixflc  much. 
Ii  is  however  mighty  good  siuflT.' 

The  passage  occurs  in  vol.  iii.  p. 
406  of  my  edition,  where  Johnson 
says: — 'Wise  married  women  don't 
trouble  themselves  iiboui  the  infi- 
delity in  their  husbands.' 

'i^c,i.359.  Noch-ingewasmadc; 
'  liteiaiy  fraud '  remains  in  the  text. 

is 


io  Edmottd  Malow. 
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is  dead,  and  he  may  have  relations  who  may  take  it  up  as 
an  offence,  perhaps  a  tibfl*.  Courtenay  suggests,  that  you  may 
perhaps  gel  intelligence  whcUicr  it  was  true.  The  Bishop  of 
Dromore'  can  probably  tell,  aii  he  knows  a  great  deal  about 
Rolt.  In  case  of  doubt,  should  I  not  cancel  the  leaf,  and  either 
omit  the  curious  anecdote  or  give  it  as  a  stor>'  which  Johnson 
laughingly  told  as  having  circulated? 

March  R.  I  have  before  me  your  volunteer  letter  of  February 
24th,  and  one  of  5th  current,  which,  if  you  have  dated  it  right, 
has  come  with  wonderful  expedition,  You  may  be  perfectly 
sure  that  I  have  not  the  smallest  fault  to  find  with  your  dis- 
inclination to  come  again  under  any  pecuniary  engagements  for 
others,  after  having  suffered  so  much,  Dilly  proposes  that  he 
and  Baldwin'  should  each  advance  ico/.  on  the  credit  of  my 
twok;  and  if  they  do  soj  I  shall  manage  well  enough,  for 
I  now  find  I  can  have  6co/.  in  Scotland  on  the  credit  of  my 
rents;  and  thus  1  shall  get  the  loooA  paid  in  May. 


'  See  Life,  Hi.  15  for  the  agitttion 
of  ■  the  quicrtion,  whether  legal  re- 
dress could  be  obtained,  even  when 
•  rout's  deceased  rcluiionvras  calum- 
niated in  \  publication.'  Johnson 
said,  'the  law  does  not  regard  that 
uncaiioets  which  a  man  (eels  on 
havtnK'  !)<■  ancestor  calumniated.' 

boiwell,  in  a  o^te  on  this,  says : — 
'  It  is  held  in  ihe  books,  that  an 
attack  on  the  reputation  even  of  a 
dead  Rtan  may  be  punished  as 
a  libel,  because  tending  Io  a  breach 
of  the  peace.  There  is.  however, 
I  believe,  no  modem  decided  case 
to  that  cflecU' 

'  Chief  Jiutice  Mansfield  laid  down 
for  law  that  utires  even  on  dead 
kings  were  punishable'  Walpole's 
Hfemotn  tf  Ikt  R^igt  of  Gtorfie  II, 
iii.  153.  See  also  bis  LttUn,  viii. 
535.  Dlackstone  nukes  no  mention 
of  libels  on  the  d«ad. 

Aalonyi  Wood  was  expelled  fron] 


the  University  of  Oxford,  and  fined 
£l^,  for  libelling  the  memory  of  the 
first  Earl  of  Clarendon.  With  this 
One  the  statues  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Physic  Garden  were  set  up. 
Bliss's  .i4M/i7«i"i  Wood.  pp.  381-2. 

A  friend  of  mine  travelling  lately 
in  the  East  of  Europe,  found  that 
a  number  of  a  Vienna  newspaper  was 
confiscated,  as  it  contained  an  attack 
on  Maria  Theresa,  who,  like  Socratss, 
'has  been  dead  a  kundred  years 
ago.' 

"  Dr.  Percy. 

*  Boswell,  in  the  'Advertisement 
to  the  Second  Edition,'  says  ; — '  May 
1  be  pcrttiiticd  to  say  that  the  typo- 
graphy of  both  editions  does  honour 
to  the  press  of  Mr.  Henry  Baldwin, 
now  Master  of  the  WorohipfuJ  Com- 
pany of  Stationers,  whom  I  havt; 
long  known  as  a  worthy  man  and  an 
obliging  friend.'    Life,  i,  10, 


D  a 


You 


36       Extracts  from  James  BostveU's  Letters 


You  would  observe  some  stupid  lines  on  Mr.  Burke  in  the 
'Oracle'  by  Mr.  Bosxvellt  I  instantly  wrote  to  Mr.  Burke, 
expressing  my  indignation  at  such  impertinence,  and  had  next 
morning  a  most  obliging  answer.  Sir  William  Scott  told  me 
I  could  havt  no  It^al  redress.  So  I  went  civilly  to  Bell,  and  he 
promisod  to  mention  handsomely  that  James  ftoswtll,  Esq.  was 
not  the  author  of  the  lines'.  The  note,  however,  on  the  subject 
wa.s  a  second  impertinence.  Hut  I  can  do  nothing.  I  wish  Fox, 
in  his  bill  upon  libels ',  would  make  a  hca^y  penalty  the  con- 
sc^jucncc  of  forging  any  person's  name  to  any  composition, 
which,  in  reality,  such  a  trick  amounts  to. 

In  the  night  between  the  last  of  February  and  first  of  this 
month,  I  had  a  sudden  relief  from  the  inexplicable  disorder, 
which  occasionally  clouds  my  mind  and  makes  nie  miserable*, 
and  it  is  amazing  how  well  I  have  been  since.  Your  friendly 
admonition  as  to  excess  in  wine  has  been  often  too  applicable ; 
but  upon  this  late  occasion  I  erred  on  the  other  side.  However, 
as  I  am  now  free  from  my  restriction  to  Courtenay*,  I  shall  be 
much  upon  my  guard ;  for,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  did  go  too  deep 
the  day  before  yesterday;  having  dined  with  Michael  Angclo 
Taylor  *,  and  then  supped  at  the  London  Tavern  with  the 
stewards  of  the  Humane  Society,  and  continued  till  I  know  not 
what  hour  in  the  morning.  John  Nichols  was  joyous  to  a  pitch 
of  bacchanalian  vivacity.  I  am  to  dine  with  him  next  Monday  ; 
an  excellent  city  party,  Alderman  Curtis,  Deputy  Birch*.  &c. 
&c.  I  rated  him  gently  on  his  saying  so  little  of  your  Shake- 
speare '.     He  is  ready  to  receive  more  ample  notice.     You  may 


'  U/f,  i.  190,  n,  4. 

■  On  Feb.  21  FoK  had  given  notice 
that  he  intended  lo  bring  before  Ihe 
House  '  the  conduct  of  the  Court  of 
King's  Ucncb  in  giving  judgment 
and  sentence  upon  libels.'  Puri. 
Hist.  KKviii.  i3fit. 

*  ^A  '•  34J  :  "i.  4«l' 

*  Antt,  n.  21. 

*  Miss  Dumey  complained  to 
Windham  that  her  father  and  M.  A. 
Taylor  'had  been  mnstimpcrlLnenily 
cgupkd  '  in  the  Probalitmary  Odts 


[ed.  1799,  p.  347.  See  aIso  ib.  p. 
295].  Windhani  replied  :  — '  Mr. 
Taylor  is  fair  game  enough,  and 
likes  that  or  any  other  vray  whatever 
of  oblaining  notice'  Mme.  D'Ar* 
bhy's  Diary,  iv.  159. 

*  '  Every  Aidennan  h.iK  his  Deputy, 
chosen  out  of  the  Common  Council, 
and  in  some  of  the  wards  that  are 
very  large  Hie  Aldcnnan  has  two 
Depmics.'     Dodslcy's  LrmJon,  i.  147. 

'  \nt\itiOenUem,uti  M<tg<*fint,Qi 
which  ^Jichols  was  editor. 

depend 


to  Edmond  Malone. 
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depend  on  your  having  whatever  reviews  that  mention  you  scot 
directly.  Have  I  told  you  thai  Murphy  has  written  An  Essny 
on  ihe  Life  and  VV'ritingn  of  Dr.  Johnson,  to  be  prefixed  to  the 
new  edition  of  his  works?  He  wrote  it  in  a  month,  and  has 
received  200/.  for  it  '•  I  am  quite  resolved  now  to  keep  the 
property  of  my  Afagnttm  Optts\  and  I  flatter  myself  I  shall  not 
repent  it. 

My  title,  as  we  settled  it,  is 'The  Lifeof  Samuel  Johnson,  LL.D., 
comprehending  an  account  of  his  studies  and  various  works,  in 
chronological  order,  his  conversations  with  many  eminent  persons, 
a  series  of  his  letters  to  celebrated  men,  and  several  original 
pieces  of  his  composition:  the  whole  exhibiting  a  view  of 
literature  and  literary  men  in  Great  Britain,  for  near  half 
a  century,  during  which  he  flourished  V  It  will  be  very  kind 
if  you  will  suggest  what  yet  occurs.  I  hoped  to  have  published 
to-day;  but  it  will  be  about  a  month  yet  before  1  launch. 

March  12,  Being  the  deposiMry  of  your  chancp  in  the  lottery, 
I  am  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  communicating  the  bad 
news  that  it  has  been  drawn  a  blank.  I  am  very  sorry,  both  on 
your  account  and  that  of  your  sisters,  and  my  own ;  for  had 
your  share  of  good  fortune  been  3166/.  i^s.  ^.  I  should  have 
hoped  for  a  loan  to  accommodate  me.  As  it  is,  I  shall,  as  I  wrote 
to  you,  be  enabled  to  weather  my  difficulties  for  some  time  :  but 
I  am  still  in  great  anxiety  about  the  sale  of  my  book,  I  find 
so  many  people  shake  their  heads  at  the  two  quartos  and  two 
guhteas.  Courtenay  i»  clear  that  I  should  sound  Robinson,  and 
accept  of  a  thousand  guineas,  if  he  will  give  that  sum.  Mean- 
time, the  title-page  must  be  made  as  good  as  may  be.  It 
appears  to  mc  that  mentioning  his  studies,  works,  conversations, 
and  letters  is  not  sufficient ;  and  I  would  suggest  comprehending 
an  account,  in  chronological  order,  of  his  studies,  works,  friend- 
ships, acquaintance,  and  other  particulars;  his  conversation  with 
eminent  men;  a  series  of  his  letters  to  various  persons;  also 
several  original  pieces  of  his  composition  never  before  published. 


'  Hercoejvctl  j£3ooforit.  Nichols, 
Ut.  An^.,  ix.  Ij9> 


•   This   title    Boswell    somewhat 
modified. 

The 


I4th.  The  first  entire  fair  day,  since  I  came  to  London.  This 
day  I  called  at  Mr.  Thrale's,  where  I  was  received  with  all 
respect  by  Mr.  aiid  Mrs.  Thrale.  She  is  a  very  learned  lady  ', 
and  joyns  to  the  charms  of  her  own  sex.  the  manly  understanding 
of  ours.  The  immcn."*ity  of  the  Brewery  astonished  me.  One 
large  house  contains,  and  cannot  contain  more,  only  four  store 
vessels,  each  of  which  contains  nfteen  hundred  barrels ;  and  in 
one  of  which  one  hundred  persons  have  dined  with  case*.  There 
arc  brsidcs  in  other  houses,  thirty  six  of  the  same  construction, 
but  of  one  half  the  contents. 

T5th.  A  fair  day.  Dined  with  Archdeacon  Congreve,  to  whom 
Dr.  S.  Johnson  was  schoolfellow  at  Litchfield  *.  The  Doctor  had 
visited  the  Archdeacon  yesterday,  by  which  accident  I  learned 
this  circumstance. 


I 


1 6th.  A  fair  day.  Dined  with  Mr.  Thrale  along  with  Dr.  John- 
son, and  Barctti.  Baretti  is  a  plain  sensible  man.  who  seems  to 
know  the  world  well.  He  talked  to  mc  of  the  invitation  given 
him  by  the  College  of  Dublin,  but  said  it  (one  hundred  pounds 
a  year,  and  rooms,)  was  not  worth  his  acceptance ;  and  if  it  had 
been,  he  said,  in  point  of  profit,  still  he  would  not  have  accepted 
it,  for  that  now  he  could  not  live  out  of  London.  He  had 
returned  a  few  years  ago  to  his  own  country  \  but  he  could 
rot  enjoy  it;  and  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  London,  to  those 
connections  he  had  been  making  for  near  thirty  years  past.  He 
told  me  he  had  several  families,  with  whom,  both  in  town  and 
country,  he  could  go  at  any  time,  and  spend  a  month :  he  is  at 
this  time  on  these  terms  at  Mr.  Thrale' s,  and  he  knows  how  to 
keep  his  ground.  Talking  as  we  were  at  tea  of  the  magnitude 
of  the  beer  vessels,  he  said  there  was  one  thing  in  Mr.  Thrale's 
house,  still  more  extraordinary;  meaning  bis  wife.    She  gulped 


*  ■  Her  Iftaming,'  said  Johnson, 
*  is  that  of  a  school-boy  in  one  of  the 
lower  forms.'     /j/ir,  i.  494. 

■  '  Here  ■&  Thrale  has  a  thousand 
tun  of  copper  (said  Johnson  to  Rey- 
nolds); yciu  tniiy  paint  it  all  round 
if  yw  wil],  I  suppose;  it  will  serve 


him  to  brew  in  afterward*.'    AhU, 
i.  314. 

'  Life,  i-  4S.  Johnson  described 
him  as 'a  very  pious  man,  bui  always 
muddy.'  Ih.  M.  460.  Sec  aJso  ih.  n. 
474 ;  LefUrt,  \,  304,  37^  9. 

the 
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the  pill  very  prettily— so  much  Tor  Baretti'I  Johnson,  you 
arc  the  very  man  Lord  Chesterfield  describes : — a  Hottentot 
indeed',  and  iho'  your  abilities  are  respectable,  you  never  can 
be  respected  yourself.  He  has  the  aspect  of  an  Idiot,  without 
the  faiatest  ray  of  seuse  gleaming  from  any  one  feature — with  the 
most  awku'ard  garb,  and  unpowdered  grey  wig,  on  one  side  only 
of  his  head — he  is  for  ever  dancing  the  devil's  jig,  and  sometimes 
he  makes  the  most  driveling  effort  to  whistle  some  thought  in 
his  absent  paroxisms  '.  He  came  up  to  me  and  took  me  by  the 
hand,  then  sat  down  on  a  sofa,  and  mumbled  out  that  he  had 
heard  two  papers  had  appeared  against  him  in  the  course  of  this 
week — one  of  which  was^that  he  was  to  go  to  Ireland  next 
summer  in  order  tu  abuse  the  hospitality  of  that  place  also\ 
His  awk\vardncss  at  tabic  is  just  what  Chesterfield  dcscriiicd, 
and  his  roughness  of  manners  kept  pace  with  that.  When 
Mrs.  Thralc  quoted  something  from  Foster's  Sermons,  he  flew 
io  a  passion  and  said  that  Foster  was  a  man  of  mean  ability^ 
and  <rf"no  original  thinking'.  All  which  tho'  I  took  to  be  most 
true,  yet  I  held  it  not  meet  to  ha%'e  it  so  set  down.  He  said 
that  he  looked  upon  liurke  to  be  the  author  of  Junius,  and  that 
though  he  would  not  take  him  contra  mundtttH,  yet  he  would 
take  him  against  any  man*.    Baretti  was  of  the  same  mind. 


'  Mt<.Thrnli:  thus  cndif  some  lines 
she  wrote  on  liurclti  ;— 
'  Wbile    tenderness,    temper     ;ind 
truth  he  despises, 

Asd  only  Ihe  triuinpti  of  victory 
priies, 

Yci  let  us  be  candid,  and  where 
•hill  we  tind 

So   active,  so  able,  so  ardent   a 
mind  i 

To  your  children  more  soft,  more 
polite  with  your  servant, 

More  firm  in  distress,  or  in  friend- 
ship more  fervent?' 

Haywjud's  Piotn,  stid  ed.  ii.  177. 

•  It  was  oot  Johnson  that  Chester- 
field detcribcd.  ArUt,  i.  384,  451 ; 
U/e,  i.  267,  n.  7. 

*  Li/e,  ill.  js;- 


*  He  was  diiU^ei  with  having 
abused  the  hospitality  of  the  Scotch 
in  hisJitUTtity  to  the  iVtsttrn  hlamti 
just  published.  Li/e,  il  305.  Of 
Ireland  he  said: — ' Jt  is  the  last 
place  wlicre  I  should  wish  Co  travel 

Vet  he  had  a  kindness  for  the 

Irish  nation.'     Ih.  iii.  410. 

'  '  Mr.  Bcauclerk  one  day  repeated 
to  Dr.  Johnson  Pope's  lines, 
"Let    modest    Foster,    if    he    will, 
excel 

Ten  metropoiilans  in  preaching 
well": 
then  asked  the  Doaor,  "  Why  did 
I'opc  say  this?"  JOHNSON.  "Sir, 
he  hoped  it  would  vex  somebody.'" 
lb.  iv.  9. 

'•  '  JOHNSON.  "  I  should  have  be* 

tho' 


Anecdotes  by 


tho'  he  mcntioneil  a  fact  which  made  against  the  opinion,  which 
was  that  a  paper  having  appeared  against  Junius,  on  this  day, 
a  Junius  came  out  in  answer  to  that  the  very  nejct,  when 
(every  body  knew)  13urke  was  in  Yorkshire.  But  all  the  Juniuses 
were  evidently  not  written  by  the  same  hand.  Burke's  brother 
[8  a  good  writer,  tho'  nothing  like  Edward  \sic\.  The  Doctor  as 
he  drinks  no  wine,  retired  soon  after  dinner,  and  Barettl.  who  I  see 
is  a  sort  of  literary  toad-eater  to  Johnson,  told  me  that  he  was 
a  man  nowise  aflected  by  praise  or  dispraise',  and  that  the 
journey  to  the  Hebrides  would  never  have  been  published  but 
for  himself.  The  Doctor  however  returned  a^in,  and  wilh  all 
the  fond  anxiety  of  an  author,  I  saw  him  cast  out  all  his  nets  to 
know  the  sense  of  the  town  about  his  last  pamphlet,  Taxation 
no  Tyranny,  which  he  said  did  not  sell'.  Mr.  Thralc  told  him 
such  and  such  members  uf  both  houses  admired  it.  and  why  did 
you  not  tell  me  this,  quoth  Johnson'.  Thralc  asked  him  what 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  said  of  it.  Sir  Joshua,  quoth  the  Doctor, 
has  not  read  it.  I  suppose,  quoth  Thralc.  he  has  been  very  busy 
of  late ;  no,  says  the  Doctor,  but  I  never  look  at  his  pictures,  so 
he  won't  read  my  writings.  Was  this  like  a  man  inseasible 
to  glory  1  Thrale  then  asked  him  if  he  had  got  Miss  Reynolds' 
opinion,  for  slie  it  seems  is  a  politician;  as  to  that,  quoth  the 
Doctor,  it  is  no  great  matter,  for  she  could  not  tell  after  she  had 
read  it,  on  which  side  of  the  question  Mr.  Burke's  speech  was. 
N.B. — We  had  a  great  deal  of  conversation  about  Archdeacon 
Congreve.  who  was  his  class-fellow  at  Litchfield  School.  He 
talked  of  blm  as  a  man  of  great  coldness  of  mind^  who  could 
be  two  years  in  London  without  letting  him  know  It  till  a 
few  weeks  ago,  and  then  apologising  by  saying,  that  he  did 
not  know  where  to  enquire  for  him*.     This  plainly  raised  his 


I 


lieved  Burke  to  be  Junius,  because 
I  know  no  man  but  Burke  wlio  is 
capuble  of  writing  these  leltcrs ;  but 
Bufke  i^ponUneously  denied  il  tu 
me."'  i.i/f,  ill.  376.  Spc  autt,  i.  17a. 
'  '  He  loved  praise  when  it  was 
brought  10  him  ;  but  was  too  proud 
10  seek  for  it.  He  was  somcu-hat 
5usc«ptibl«  of  flattery.'    Lift,  iv.  427. 


•  On  April  a,  'his  Taialion  n9 
Tyranny  being  mentioned,  he  wi<l, 
"  I  tbink  ]  bare  not  been  attiicked 
enough  for  il." '  /A.  11.335-  Sixdays 
later  he  *Tote : — '  The  patriou  pelt 
me  with  answers.*     Letters,  i.  314. 

'  Sec  Life.  iv.  32. 

*  Johnson  wrote  to  Dr.  Taylor  on 
Dec  «,  1774  : — '  How  long  Charles 
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indignation,  for  he  swelled  to  think  that  his  celebrity  should  not 
I  be  notorious  to  every  porter  in  the  street.  The  Archdeacon,  he 
told  me,  has  a  sermon  upon  the  nature  of  moral  good  and  evil, 
preparing  for  the  pre^s,  and  should  he  die  before  publication, 
he  leaves  fifty  pounds  for  that  purpose.  He  said  he  read  some 
oT  it  to  him,  but  that  as  he  had  interrupted  him  to  make  some 
remarks,  he  hopes  ne\'cr  to  be  troubled  with  another  rehearsal '. 


25th.  Eddying  winds  in  the  forenoon  rendered  the  streets 
very  di:agrccable  with  dust,  which  was  laid  in  the  evening  by 
rain  from  three.  Dined  at  Mr.  Thralc's,  where  there  were  ten  or 
more  gentlemen,  and  but  one  lady  besides  Mrs.  Thrale.  The 
dinoer  was  excellent ' :  first  course,  soups  at  head  and  foot 
removed  by  fish  and  a  saddle  of  mutton;  second  course,  a  fowl 
they  call  Galena  at  head,  and  a  capon  larger  than  some  of  our 
Irish  turkeys  at  foot ;  third  course,  four  different  sorts  of  Ices, 
Pineapple,  Grape,  Raspberry  and  a  fourth  ;  in  each  remove,  there 
were  I  think  fourteen  dishes.  The  two  first  courses  were  served 
in  massy  plate.  I  sat  beside  Baretti,  which  was  to  me  the 
richest  part  of  the  entertainment.  He  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale 
,  joyn'd  in  expressing  to  mc  Dr.  Johnson's  concern  that  he  could 
not  give  mc  the  meeting  that  day,  but  desired  that  I  should  go 
and  see  him.  Baretti  was  very  humourous  about  his  new 
publication  ^  which  he  expects  to  put  out  next  month.  He 
there  introduces  a  dialogue  about  Ossian,  wherein  he  ridicules 
the  idea  of  its  double  translation  into  Italian,  in  hopes,  he  said,  of 
having  it  abused  by  the  Scots,  which  would  give  it  an  im^ 
primatur  for  a  second  edition,  and  he  had  stipulated  for  twenty 
five  guineas  additional  if  the  first  should  sell  in  a  given  time. 
He  repeated  to  mc  upon  memory  the  substance  of  the  letters 
which  passed  between  Dr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  McPherson.  The 
latter  tells  the  Doctor,  that  neither  his  age  nor  infirmity's  .should 
protect  him  if  he  came  in  his  way.    The  Doctor  responds  that 


Con^vG  has  been  here,  I  know  noi. 
He  lold  me  he  knew  not  haw  to  lind 
me.'     Ixtterst  i.  304. 

*  '  He  is  KOing  to  print  a  sermon, 
bul  1  thoo^t  he  appeared  neither 
very     acute    oor    very     knowing.' 


LetUn,  i.  304.  The  sermon  prob- 
ably was  not  published;  it  is  not 
in  lli-e  Rriltah  Museum. 

■  iJ/e,  iii.  423,  n.  1. 

'  /*.  ii.  449- 

no 
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no  menaces  of  an/  rascal  should  intimidate  him  from  detecting 
imposture  wherever  he  met  it '. 

April  ist.  A  fair  day,  dined  at  Mr.  Thrale's,  whom  En  proof 
of  the  magnitude  of  London,  I  cannot  help  remarking,  no  coach- 
man, and  this  is  the  third  I  have  called,  could  find  without 
enquiry  *.  But  of  this  by  the  way.  There  was  Murphy,  Boswell, 
and  llaretti,  the  two  last,  as  I  learned  just  before  1  entered, 
are  mortal  foes,  so  much  so  that  Murphy  and  Mrs.  Thrale 
agreed  that  Boswell  expressed  a  desire  that  Baretti  should  be 
hanged  upon  that  unfortunate  affair  of  his  killing,  &c.^  Upoo 
this  hint  I  went,  and  without  any  sagacity  it  was  easily  dis- 
cernablc,  for  upon  Barelti's  entering,  Boswell  did  not  rise,  and 
upon  Baretti's  descry  of  Boswell,  he  grinned  a  perturbed  glance. 
Politeness  however  smooths  the  most  hostile  brows,  and  theirs 
were  smoothed.  Johnson  was  the  subject,  both  before  and  after 
dinner,  for  it  was  the  boast  of  all  but  myself,  that  under  that 
roof  were  the  Doctor's  first  friends.  His  bon  mots  were  retailed 
in  such  plenty,  that  they,  like  a  surfeit,  could  not  lye  upon  my 
memory.  Boswell  arguing  in  favour  of  a  cheerful  glass,  adduced 
the  maxim  in  vino  Veritas,  'well,'  says  Johnson,  'and  what  then 
unless  a  man  has  lived  a  lye*.'  B.  then  ui^cd  that  it  made 
a  man  forget  all  his  cares,  'that,  to  be  sure'  says  Johnson  'might 
be  of  use  if  a  man  sat  by  such  a  person  as  you  V  Boswell 
confessed  that  he  liked  a  glass  of  whiskey  in  the  Highland 
tour,  and  used  to  take  it ;  at  length  says  Johnson, '  let  me  try 
wherein  the  pleasure  of  a  Scotsman  consists,'  and  so  tips  off 
a  brimmer  of  whiskey  ^  But  Johnson's  abstemiousness  is  new  to 
him,  for  within  a  few  years  he  would  swallow  two  bottles  of  Port 

some  note  in  London '  who  wondered 
who  was  the  author  of  Ihc  Pattr 
Nttsttr.    lb.  V.  III.    BoswcU's  ac- 


■  Lifi,  ii.  298. 

■His  town -house  was  in  the 
Borough,  on  the  souUiun  aide  of 
the  Tlmmca. 

'  linswell  cnMly  describes  him  as 
'&n  luliaq  of  considerable  litenture.' 
Lift,  \.  303.  He  moHt  likely  was 
'the  foreign  fri«nd  of  Johnson's,  so 
wrclchedJy  jjcrvcrted  to  infidelity 
that  he  treated  the  hopes  of  im- 
moTlality  wiili  a  bruUl  levity.'  lb. 
ii  S.    He  also  was  the  '  Italian  of 


count  of  his  trial  for  murder  is  not 
such  an  account  as  a  friend  would 
have  written.    /*.  ii.  97. 

'  /*.  ii.  188;  a«/tf,  i.  jat- 

'  Uft^'ix.  193. 

"  '  Come  (said  h«)  let  me  know 
what  it  is  that  tnAkcs  a  Scotchman 
happy.'    lb.  V.  346. 

without 


I 
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without  any  apparent  alteration,  and  once  in  the  company  with 
whom  I  dined  this  day,  he  said,  pray  Mr.  Thralc  give  us  another 
bottle ','  It  is  ridiculous  to  pry  so  nearly  into  the  movements 
of  such  men,  yet  BoswcH  carrys  it  to  a  degree  of  superstition. 
The  Doctor  it  appears  ha£  a  custom  of  putting  the  peel  of 
oranges  into  his  pocket,  and  he  asked  the  Doctor  what  use  he 
made  of  them,  the  Doctor's  reply  was,  that  his  dearest  friend 
should  not  know  that '.  This  has  made  poor  Boswcll  unhappy, 
and  I  verily  think  he  is  as  anxious  to  know  the  secret  as  a  green 
sick  girl.  N.B.  The  book  wherewith  Johnson  presented  the 
highland  lady  was  Cocker's  Arithmetic  ^ 

Murphy  gave  it  (on  Garrick's  authority)  that  when  it  w.xs  asked 
wliat  was  the  greatest  pleasure,  Johnson  answered**  But  Garrick 
U  his  most  intimate  friend,  they  came  to  London  together  and 
he*  18  very  correct  both  in  his  conduct  and  language  ;  as  a  proof 
of  this,  they  all  ;^rccd  in  a  story  of  him  and  Dr.  James  ^  who  is, 
it  seems,  a  very  lewd  fellow,  both  verba  et  facto.  James,  it  seems, 
in  a  coach  with  his  whoor,  took  up  Johnson,  and  set  him  down 
at  a  given  place  Johnson  hciring  afterwards  what  the  lady  was 
attacked  James,  when  next  he  met  him,  for  carrying  him  about 
in  such  company.  James  apologised  by  saying  *  * .  '  Damn  the 
rascal  *,'  says  Johnson,  *  he  is  past  sixty  the  *  ,' 

Boswcll  desirous  of  setting  hw  native  country  off  to  the  best 
advantage  expatiated  upon  the  beauty  of  a  certain  prospect, 
particularly  upon  a  view  of  the  sea-  '  O  Sir,'  says  Johnson, '  the 
sea  is  the  same  eveiywhcrc '.' 


'  'Talking;  of  drinking  wine  Jolm- 
■Oq  said,  "  I  A\A  not  LcAve  off  wine 
tMcaosc  I  could  noc  bear  it ;  I  have 
diunic  three  boulei  of  )>ori  without 
being  the  wone  for  it.  Univeniiy 
College  ha»  witnctsed  this,'"    I.i/e, 

ill  IAS- 

'  It  was  on  the  morning  of  this 
same  day  that  Boswcll  received  this 
reply.    Ji.  ii.  350.    See  alfo  LtUtrs, 

i.49- 

'  U/e,  V.  138. 

*  JohiMon,  not  Corrick,  it  meant. 
»  ib.\.  81,  159;  iii.  389,«.  a. 

*  ThcK  words,  wc  maj-  be  sure, 


were  neither  uttered  by  Johnson,  nor 
repotted  of  him  at  a  table  where  hii 
aversion  to  profanitywuknown;  nor 
is  it  at  all  likely  that  be  tillered  any 
thing  which  the  editor  of  tJr.  Camp- 
bell's Diary  could  not  have  printed. 
Rcynoida,  who  knew  him  so  well, 
said  that  '  he  would  never  sulTer  the 
least  immorality  or  indecency  of  con- 
vcrsntion  to  proceed  without  a  severe 
check."  Past  in  Sir  J.  Reynolds's 
Apiicdoles;  anie,  \\.  17. 

'  Li/^,  V.  54. 

Johnson,  in  a  letter  as  printed  by 
Mrs.  Piowij  wrote  : — '  I  am  glad  that 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Johnson  calls  the  act  in  BragaHsa '  with  the  monk,  para- 
lytick  on  one  side;  i.e.  the  monk  is  introduced  without  any 
notification  of  his  character,  so  that  any  monk,  or  any  other 
person  might  as  well  be  introduced  in  the  same  place,  and  for 
the  same  purpose.  And  I  myself  say,  that  Velasquez  quitting  his 
hold  of  the  Dutchess,  upon  sight  of  the  monk,  '•&  an  effect  without 
a  sufficient  cause.  The  cool,  intrepid  character  of  Velasquez 
required  that  he  should  cither  have  dispatched,  or  attempted  to 
dispatch  the  monk,  and  then  there  would  have  been  a  pretext  for 
losing  hold  of  the  Dutchess-  The  Duke  is  a  poor,  tame  animal, 
and  by  no  means  equal  to  his  historic  character.  A  whimsical 
incident  I  was  witness  to  there.  Murphy  told  a  vciy  comical 
story  of  a  Scotchman's  interview  with  Dr.  Johnson,  upon  his 
earnest  desire  of  being  known  to  the  Doctor.  This  was  Boswcll 
himself.  N.B.  The  Tour  to  the  Wislem  IsUs  was  written  in 
twenty  days  *.  and  the  Patriot  in  three  *.  Taxation  no  Tyranny 
within  a  week '.  and  not  one  of  them  would  have  yet  seen  the 
light,  had  it  not  been  for  IVIrs-  Thrale  and  Baretti,  who  stirred 
him  up  by  laying  wagers*. 


the  ladies  find  so  much  novelty  Si 
Weymouth.  Ovid  says  thnt  the  3un 
i»  uncidightfully  uniform,'  I  con- 
jectured in  H  note  thai  he  wrote  not 
tUHhvi  tea.  /^lUrr,  it.  ^3$.  I  could 
not  however  lind  the  reference  to 
Ovid.  I  have  no  doubt  however 
that  he  Wds  referring  to  llic  line 
which  he  <iuote<l  to  Boswell  .it 
Ldth;— 
'  Una   est    injusli   cacrula  forma 

RlAliS.' 

Ovid,  Atnor.  L.  ii.  El.  xi. 

'  A  tragedy  by  Robert  Jcphson, 

acted  at  Drury  Lane  1775.    Ptui, 

p.  183. 

*  Ante,  1.  4aj{. 

"  He 'conceived  the  thought  of  it' 
on  Sept.  I,  1773.  Uft,\.\A\.  For 
piirt  of  his  niu.lerial  he  used  his  letters 
to  Mrs,  Thralc.  In  the  following 
winter  he  was  collecting  information. 
ib.  ii.  369,  371.  in  March  he  wrote 
to  Boswcll :— •  1  think  I  shall  be  vay 


diligent  next  week  .ibouc  our  travels, 
which  [  have  too  long  neglected.' 
Ih.  ii.  277.  On  June  so  he  'put  the 
first  sheets  to  the  press."  Ib.  p.  378. 
On  July  4  he  had  still  two  sheets  to 
write.  Ih  p.  z%'&.  Owing  to  the 
delay  of  the  printer  the  last  sheet  was 
noi  corrected  till  Nov.  35.  lb.  p.  aXJi. 

'  '  The  Piitriet  was  c.illcrd  (or  by 
my  political  triends  on  Friday,  was 
written  on  Saturday.'    tb.  ii.  aSS. 

'  On  Jan.  3i,  1775.  he  wrote  to 
Uoswell :— '  I  am  going  to  write  about 
ibcAmcricans.'  /i^.ii.393.  OnFcb.5 
he  wrote  lo  Mrs.  Thrale:— 'Mf 
pamphlet  has  not  gone  on  at  all.* 
IMtfTt,  \.  308.  By  March  1  it  had 
been  not  only  written,  but  altered  by 
some  one  in  the  Ministry.  Ib.  i.  309. 
'  Thi  False  Alarm  was  UTitten  be- 
tween eight  o'claclc  on  Wednesday 
night  and  twelve  o'clock  on  Thurs- 
day night.'    Ante,  i.  173, 

"  According  to  Hawkins,  'it  was 
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April  5th.  Dined  with  Dilly  in  the  Poultry',  as  guert  to 
Mr.  Bosn'cll.  where  I  met  Dr.  Johnson,  (and  a  Mr.  Miller,  who 
lives  near  Bath',  who  is  a  diUetantl  man,  keeps  a  weekly  day 
for  the  Littcrati,  and  is  himself  so  littcrate,  that  he  gathereth 
all  the  Howcrs  that  ladies  write,  and  bindcth  into  a  garland, 
but  enough  of  him)  with  several  others,  particularly  a  Mr.  Scott', 
who  seems  to  be  a  very  sensible  plain  man.  The  Doctor,  when 
I  came  in,  had  an  answer  titled  Taxation  and  Tyranny  to  his 
last  pamphlet,  in  his  hand.  He  laughed  at  it,  and  said  he 
would  read  no  more  of  it,  for  that  it  paid  him  compliments, 
but  gave  him  no  information.  He  asked  if  there  were  any 
more  of  them.  I  told  him  I  had  seen  another,  and  that  the 
Monthly  Riview  had  handled  it  in  what  I  believed  he  called 
the  u-ay  of  information.  '  Well,'  says  he,  '  I  should  be  glad  to 
see  it.'  Then  Boswell  (who  understands  his  temper  welP) 
asked  him  somewhat,  for  I  was  not  attending,  relative  to  the 
Provincial  Assemblies'.  The  Doctor,  in  process  of  discourse 
with  him,  argued  with  great  vehemence  that  the  As-scmblies 
were  nothing  more  than  our  Vestries.  I  asked  him,  was  there 
not  this  diflerencc,  that  an  Act  of  the  Assemblies  required 
the  King's  assent  to  pass  into  a  law:  his  answer  had  more  of 
wit  than  of  argument.  'Well  Sir,'  says  he,  'that  only  gives 
it  more  weight'  I  thought  I  bad  gone  too  far,  but  dinner 
was  then  announced,  and  Dilly,  who  paid  alt  attention  to  him. 
in  placing  him  next  to  the  fire,  said,  'Doctor,  perhaps  you  will 
be  too  warm^'     'No  Sir.'  says  the  Doctor, '  I  am  neither  hot 


by  a  wagCT.  or  some  other  pecuniary 
engigement '  that  he  wnf  moved  to 
finiib  his  Shakesptare.    Lift,  1. 3 1 9, 

'  Al  Diily**  table  'Johnson,  who 
boasted  or  the  niceness  of  his  palaic. 
owned  that "  he  always  found  a  good 
disaer."'  Life,  iii.  385.  For  thie 
juiniruUr  dinner  see  ib.  \\.  339. 

'  Ib.  ii.  336. 

»  John  -Scodof  Amwell,the  Quaker 

poet.  />.  ii.  338.351- 

*  See  ib.  iti.  39,  where  Boswell 
a^«d  him  a  question  'with  an  as- 
sumed ftirof  ignorAace,to  incite  him 


to  talk,  for  which  it  was  ollea  neces- 
sary to  employ  some  Address.' 

'  The  assemblies  of  the  thirteen 
American  coloaics. 

'  'Johnson  told  Sir  Joshua  Rcy 
nutdE,  lba.(  once  when  he  riined  In 
It  numerous  compaii)'  of  booksellers, 
where,  the  room  being  small,  the 
head  of  the  table  at  which  he  sat 
w.ns  Almost  close  to  (he  fire,  he 
persevered  in  suifering  3  great  deal 
of  tnconvenicacc  from  the  heat, 
rather  than  quit  bis  place,  and  let 
one  of  them  sit  above  him.'  Ib. 
iii.  311. 

nor 
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nor  cold."  'And  yet,'  said  I  'Doctor,  you  arc  not  a  lukewarm 
man."  This  I  thought  pleased  bin,  and  as  I  sat  next  him,  1  had 
a  fine  opportunity  of  attending  to  his  phiz  ;  and  I  could  clearly 
see  he  was  fond  of  having  his  quaint  things  laughed  at,  and  they 
(without  any  force)  gratified  my  propensity  to  affuse  grinnir^. 
Mr.  Dilly  led  him  to  give  his  opinion  of  men  and  things,  of 
which  he  is  very  free,  and  Dilly  will  probably  retail  llicm  all. 
Talking  of  the  Scotch,  (after  Boswell  was  gone)  he  !aid,  though 
they  were  not  a  learned  nation,  yet  they  were  far  removed  from 
ignorance.  Learning  was  new  among  them,  and  he  doubted 
not  but  they  would  in  time  be  a  learned  people,  for  they  were 
a  fine,  bold  enterprising  people.  He  compared  England  and 
Scotland  to  two  lions,  the  one  saturated  with  his  belly  full, 
and  the  other  prowling  for  prey.  But  the  test  he  offered  to 
prove  that  Scotland,  tho'  it  had  learning  enough  for  common 
life,  yet  had  not  sufBcient  for  the  dignity  of  literature,  was, 
that  he  defied  any  one  to  produce  a  classical  buck,  written  in 
Scotland  since  Buchanan '.  Robertson,  he  said,  used  pretty 
words,  but  he  liked  Hume  better',  and  neither  of  them  would 
he  allow  to  be  more  to  Clarendon  ^  than  a  rat  to  a  cat.  'A 
Scotch  Eurgeon,'  says  he  '  may  have  more  learning  than  an 
English  one,  and  all  Scotland  could  not  muster  learning  enough 
for  Louth's  prelections V  Turning  to  me,  he  said,  'you  have 
produced  classical  writers  and  scholars ;  I  don't  know,'  says 
he,  'that  any  man  is  before  Usher*,  as  a  scholar,  unless  it  may 
be  Seldon  [sic],  and  you  have  a  philosopher,  Boyle,  and  you 
have  Swif^  and  Congreve.  but  the  latter,"  says  he, '  denied  you  ' ' ; 
and  he  might  have  added  the  former  too'.    He  then  said,  you 


'  Amu,  ii.  s,  IS- 

'  la  1773  Johnson  said  :— '  I  hare 
not  read  Hume.*  ZJ/e,  ii.  336  ;  anU, 
ii.  TO. 

*  'Clar*iidan  (said  Johnson)  is 
supported  by  his  maUer.  h  is  in* 
deed  owing  la  a  picthory  of  matter 
that  bis  style  is  so  Ikulty.'  Li/t,  iii. 
358. 

'  For  Lovrth  see  »*.  ii.  37. 

'  'Usher  fjohnson  said)  was  tllc 
great  luminary  of  the  Iri^h  church  ; 


and  a  greater,  ho  added,  no  cbttreh 
could  boast  or,  at  least  in  modem 
times.'    /$.  ii.  13:. 

'  '  Southcm  mentioned  Congrew 
with  sharp  censure  as  a  man  that 
meanly  disowrned  liis  native  coun- 
try.'     Warks,  viii.  23. 

'  'Swift  v».*  contented  to  be  called 
sn  Irishman  by  the  Inih,  but  would 
occasionally  call  himself  as  English- 
ma^.*    ti.  viii.  192. 

certainly 
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certainly  have  a  turn  for  the  drama,  for  you  have  Southcrnc  and 
Farquhar  and  Congrevc',  and  many  living  authors  and  players. 
Encouraged  by  this,  I  went  back  to  assert  the  genius  of  Ireland 
ID  old  times,  and  ventured  to  say  that  the  first  professors  of 
Oxford  and  Paris,  &c.,  were  Irish.  'Sir,'  says  he,  'I  believe 
there  is  something  in  what  you  say';  and  I  am  content  with 
it,  stHCf  they  are  not  Scotch '.' 

April  8th.  Very  cold,  and  some  rain,  but  not  enough  to 
allay  the  blowing  of  the  dust.  Dined  with  Thralc*,  where 
Dr.  Johnson  was,  and  Boswcll.  (and  Baretti  as  usual.)  The 
Doctor  was  not  in  as  good  spirits  as  he  was  at  Djlty's.     He 

had  supped  the  night  before  with  Lady Miss  Jeffry's,  one 

of  the  maids  of  honour,  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds.  &c.,  at  Mrs. 
Abington's'.  He  said  Sir  C.  Thompson,  and  some  others  who 
were  there,  spoke  like  people  who  had  seen  good  company, 
and  so  did  Mrs.  Abington  herself,  who  could  not  have  seen 
good  company  ^  He  seems  fond  of  Boswell.  and  yet  he  is 
always  abusing  the  Scots  before  him,  by  way  of  joke ' :  talking 
of  their  nationality,  he  said  they  were  not  singular:  the  Negros 
and  Jews  being  so  too.  Boswell  lamented  there  was  no  good 
map  of  Scotland.  'There  nCTor  caa  be  a  good  (map)  of  Scot- 
land,' says  the  Doctor  senlentioiisly.  This  excited  Boswell  to 
ask  wherefore.  '  Why  Sir.  to  measure  land,  a  man  must  go 
over  it;  but  who  could  think  of  going  over  Scotland*.'  When 
Dr.  Goldsmith  was  mentioned,  and  Dr.  Percy's  intention  of 
writing  his  life',  he  expressed  his  approbation  strongly,  adding 
that  Goldsmith  was  the  best  writer  he  ever  knew,  upon  every 


'  He  pasKS  over  Goldsmith. 

*  Johnmn  (iMcrilied  Irelard  as 
having  once  been  'the  school  of  the 
west,  the  quiet  habiUtiun  of  »inctity 
and  liinature.'    /.i/e,  iii.  112. 

'  'The  Irish  (he  said)  have  not 
that  extreme  national iiy  which  we 
find  in  ihc  Scotch.'    It.  ii.  343. 

*  U.  ii.  349. 

'  J6.  On  March  27  he  had  yone 
with  *  ft  body  of  wits  *  to  her  benefit. 
Ii.  ii.  334.  On  Miiy  12  he  wrule  lo 
Mrs.  Thralc :— '  Ycstcnlay  I  tiad  I 

VOL.  II. 


know  not  how  much  ki.ss  of  Mrs. 
Abington,  and  very  good  looks  from 

Miss  ,  the    maid   of   honour." 

Lttteri,  i.  316. 

*  Norlhcole  described  h«r  as  '  the 
Grosvenor  Square  of  Comedy.'  Con- 
versations of  Nivthcole,  p.  3y8. 

'  Boswell  describes  'the  good- 
hudiourcd  pkfiiiuilry  »ilh  which  he 
played  off  his  wit  ajfainst  ScotlancL* 
Uff,  ii.  77. 

■  lb.  ii.  356. 

"  Ii.  iii.  100, «.  1. 

subject 


subject  he  wrote  upon '.  He  saxi  that  Kcndric  *  had  borrowed 
sll  his  dictionary  from  him.  'Why.'  saj"5  Boswdl,  'every  man 
who  writes  a  diclionarj-  must  borrow.'  '  No  Sir/  says  Johnson, 
'that  is  not  necessary."  'Why,'  sa\-s  Boswell,  'have  not  you 
R  great  deal  in  common  with  those  who  wrote  before  you.'  'Yes 
Sir,'  .says  Johnson, '  I  have  the  words,  but  my  business  was  not  to 
makcwordsbut  to  explain  them.'  Talking  of  Garrick  and  Ilany', 
he  said  he  al^^-aya  abused  Garrick  himself, but  when  anybodyclsc 
did  s(>,  he  fought  for  the  dog  like  a  tiger  * ;  as  to  Barry,  he  said 
he  su]/po«cd  he  could  not  read.  *  And  how  docs  he  get  his  part  P ' 
says  cnc.  '  Why.  somebody  reads  it  to  him,  and  >'et  I  know,'  says 
he, '  that  he  is  very  much  admired."  Mrs.  Thrale  then  took  him 
by  repenting  a  repartee  of  Murphy,  the  setting  Barry  up  in  com- 
petition with  Garrick.  is  what  irriutes  the  English  Criticks,  and 
Muqihy  standing  up  for  Barry.  Johnson  said  that  he  was  fit  for 
nothing  but  to  stand  at  an  auction  room  door  with  his  pole. 
Muqjhy  said  that  Garrick  would  do  the  business  as  well,  and 
pick  the  people's  pockets  at  the  same  time.  Johnson  admitted 
the  fact,  but  said.  Murphy  spoke  nonsense,  for  that  people's 
pockets  wTrc  not  picked  at  the  door,  but  in  the  room  * ;  then 
said  I.  he  was  worse  than  the  pick-pockets,  forasmuch  as  he 
was  Pandar  to  them ;  this  went  off  with  a  laugh.  Vh^e  ta 
hqgafef/t*.  It  was  a  case  decided  here,  that  there  was  no  ham, 
and  much  pleasure  in  laughing  at  our  absent  fnend.<i,  and  I 
own,  if  ihc  character  is  not  damaged,  1  can  sec  no  injury  done. 

April  9th.    A  fair  day,  went  to  St.  Clements  to  hear  Mr. 
Burrows',  so  cned  up  by  Lord  Dartrcy'.  preach,  but   I  was 

wofully  disappointed ;    his  matter  is  cold,  his  manner  hot,  his 
voice  weak,  and  hb  action  a6'cctcd.      Indeed   I   thot^ht    he 


'  'JOHSSON.  "ViTirthcr  indeed 
vfT  take  Goldsmith  as  a  poet,  as  ft 
coniiclc  writer,  or  as  an  historian,  he 
sinnds  in  ihe  first  class." '  Li/r, 
ii.  336. 

•  William  IC«nnck.  /*.  i.  497;  ii,  61. 

*  Spran^cr  Darry.  the  acior. 

•  J6.  i.  397.  ".  I ;  iii.  70,  31J. 

*  Ji.  ii.  349. 


^Swi^'s'lavoarite  maxim.'  Werkt, 
viii,  217. 

'  JJ/t,  iii.  379. 

'  Danrcy,  Lord.  Thomas  Daw- 
son, crestrd  a  jwer  nf  keland.  May 
j8,  1770,  39  Buron  Danrcy,  of  Daw- 
son's Grove,  and  also  Viscount 
Ctrmonie,  June,  1785.  B.  1735: 
d.1813. 
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preached  from  a  printed  book,  a  book  it  certainly  -uiis,  and  it 
seemed  at  my  distance,  which  was  the  perpendicular  to  the 
side  of  the  pulpit,  to  have  a  broad  margin-like  print,  and  he 
did  not  seem  master  of  it,  yet  he  affected  much  emphasis  and 
action.  Dined  with  Mr.  Combe,  and  spent  the  evening  with 
Dr,  Campbell '. 

April  loth.  Rain,  but  not  enough  to  soften  the  asperity  of 
the  weather.  Dined  with  General  Oglethorpe',  who  was  in  lieu 
of  Aid-dc-Camp,  (for  he  had  no  such  officer  about  him)  to  Trince 
Eugene,  and  celebrated  by  Mr.  Pope^  Dr.  Johnson  pressed 
him  to  write  his  life ;  adding,  that  no  life  in  Europe  was  so  wcH 
worth  recording'.  The  old  man  excused  himself,  saying  the  life 
of  a  private  man  was  not  worthy  public  notice.  He  however 
desired  Boswell  to  bring  him  some  good  Almanack,  that  he 
might  recollect  dates,  and  seemed  to  excuse  himself  also  on  the 
article  of  incapacity,  but  Boswell  desired  him  only  to  furnish  the 
skeleton,  and  that  Dr.  Johnson  would  supply  bones  and  sinews. 
'  He  would  be  a  good  Doctor,'  says  the  General, '  who  would  do 
that,'  ' Well,"  says  I,  'he  is  a  good  Doctor,'  at  which  he, 
the  Doctor,  laughed  very  heartily.  Talking  of  America,  it  was 
observed  thai  bis  works  would  not  be  admired  there-  *  No,' 
says  Boswell,  'wc  shall  soon  hear  of  his  being  hung  in  effigy.' 
'I  should  be  glad  of  that,"  says  the  Doctor,  'that  would  be 
a  new  source  of  fame;'  alluding  lo  some  conversation  on  the 
fulness  of  his  fame  which  had  gone  before.  And  says  Boswell, 
'  I  wonder  he  has  not  been  hung  in  effigy  from  the  Hebrides  to 
England.'  '  1  shall  suffer  them  to  do  it  corporeally,'  says  the 
Doctor, '  if  they  can  find  me  a  tree  to  do  it  upon  V 


*  Dr.  John  Campbell.  'JOHNSON. 
"I  used  to  go  pretiy  often  to  Camp- 
beU's  on  a  Sunday  evening,  till  1 
began  to  coruidcj  that  the  sEioaU  of 
Scotchmen  who  flocked  about  hint 
mtghl  probably  say,  when  anything 
of  nine  was  Well  done, '  Ay,  ay,  he 
\aA  lesunt  this  of  Cawmdl.' " '  U/e, 
i.  4i8. 

'  It  tras  by  Boswdl  iIulI  Dr. 
Thomas    Campb«l]    was    taken    to 

E 


Oglethorpe's  as  he  had  beeti  taken 
to  Billy's.    /*.  ii.  350. 

'  /L  i.  127;  ii.  I  Si. 

'  'Dr.Johnwn  urged  General  Ogle- 
thorpe to  give  the  world  his  Life 
Ho  said.  "  I  know  no  man  whose 
Life  would  be  more  interesting.  If 
I  were  funushcd  with  miilcnals  I 
should  be  very  glad  to  ft-rite  it.'" 
Id.  ii.  351. 

'  75.  ii.  311. 
a  The 
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TTic  Poem  of  the  Graces  became  the  topic ;  Boswell  asked  if 
lie  had  never  been  under  the  hands  of  a  dancing  master*.  'Aye, 
and  a  dancing  mistress  too,'  says  the  Doctor,  'but  I  own  to  you 
I  never  took  a  lesson  but  one  or  two,  my  blind  eyes  showed  mc 
I  could  never  make  a  proficiency.'  lloswell  led  him  to  give  his 
opiaion  of  Gray,  he  said  there  vrcrc  but  two  good  stanzas  in  all 
his  works,  viz.,  the  elcg>''.  Boswell  desirous  of  eliciting  hlfl 
opinion  upon  too  many  .•mbjccts,  as  he  thought,  he  rose  up 
and  took  his  hat  ^  This  was  not  noticed  by  anybody  as  it 
was  nine  o'clock,  but  after  we  got  into  Mr.  Langton'.<i  coach, 
who  gave  us  a  set  down,  he  said, '  Boswcll's  conversation  consists 
entirely  in  asking  questions,  and  it  is  extremely  offensive ','  we 
defended  it  upmi  Boswcll's  eagerness  to  hear  the  Doctor  speak. 

Talking  of  suicide',  Boswell  took  up  the  defence  for  argument's 
sake,  and  the  Doctor  said  that  some  cases  were  more  excusable 
than  others,  but  if  it  were  excusable,  it  should  be  the  last 
resource;  'for  instance.'  says  he,  'if  a  man  is  distressed  in 
circumstances,  (as  in  the  case  I  mentioned  of  Denny)  he  ought 
to  fly  his  country.'  '  How  can  he  fly,'  says  Boswell,  '  if  he 
has  wife  and  children?'  '  What  Sir,'  says  the  Doctor,  shaking 
his  head  as  if  to  promote  the  fermentation  of  his  wit.  '  doth  not 
a  man  fly  from  his  wife  and  children  if  he  murders  himself?' 

April  i6th.  Dined  with  Archdeacon  Congrcvc,  my  Lord  Pri- 
mate'^ came  there  in  the  evening.  He  asked  me  snecringly  if  I  had 
seen  the  lions'.  I  told  him  I  had  neither  seen  them  nor  the  crown, 
nor  the  jewels,  nor  the  wliispering-gallery  at  St.  Paul's.  The 
conversation  turned  upon  other  things,  and  came  round  to  his 
picture  by  Reynolds,  which  led  on  Ulk  of  Sir  Joshua  and  other 
great  artists,  and  without  any  force,  I  introduced  something  of 
Johnson.  '  What,' says  he,  'do  you  know  him?'  *Yc»  my  Lord 
I  do,  and  Barretti  [r«],  and  several  others,  whom  I  have  been 


'  Li/f,  iv.  7^. 

*  This  he  had  said  to  Doswell 
about  a  fortniifhT  earlier.  Ih.  ii. 
328.  For  two  'very  good  lines'  in 
(he  Hard  see  li.  i.  403. 

'  'Hcnasnoi  muchin  thehumour 
of  talking.'    U.  ii.  3^. 


*  'Questioning  (said  Johnson)  it 
not  ihc  mode  of  conversation  among 
gentlerneD.'  Jf>.  ii.  472.  See  also 
ii.  iii.  57,  j68;  iv.  439. 

*  fk  iv.  235  :  V.  54. 

'  The  Archbishop  of  Armagh. 
'  In  the  Tower- 
fortunate 
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fortunate  enough  to  find  willing  to  extend  my  acquaintance 
.imong  thc'ir  friends,  for  these,  my  Lord,  were  the  lions  I  came 
to  9CC  in  London-'  'Aye,'  says  he,  'these  indeed  are  lioos 
worth  seeing,  and  the  sight  of  them  may  be  of  use  to  you.' 

April  20th.  Fair,  and  somewhat  softened  by  the  fall  of  hail 
yesterday.  Dined  at  Thralc's',  with  Dr.  Johnson,  Barretti,  and 
a  Dean  VVethcrall  of  Oxford  ',  who  is  soliciting  for  a  riding  house 
at  Oxford.  When  I  mentioned  to  the  Doctor  another  answer, 
entitled  Rfiisiatue  no  Rfbrllion,  coming  out,  he  said,  'that  is 
the  seventh,  the  author  finds  the  other  six  will  not  do,  and  I 
foresee  that  the  title  is  the  best  part  of  the  book.'  He  desired 
that  I  should  visit  him.  N.B. — Talking  after  dinner  of  the 
mea.'JureB  he  would  pursue  with  the  Amcricins,  he  said  the  first 
tiling  he  would  do,  would  be  to  quarter  the  army  on  the  citys, 
and  if  any  refused  free  quarters,  he  would  pull  down  that  person's 
house,  if  it  was  joyncd  to  other  houses,  but  would  burn  it  if  it 
stood  alone^  This  and  other  schemes  he  proposed  in  the 
manuscript  of  Taxaiion  no  Tyranny,  but  these,  he  said,  the 
Ministry  expunged  *. 

34th.  Rainy  morning.  Sat  an  hour  with  Dr.  Johnson  about  ' 
noon.  He  was  at  breakfast  with  a  Pindar'  in  his  liand,  and  after 
saluting  me  with  great  cordiality,  he,  after  whistling  in  his  way* 
ovet  Pindar,  laycd  the  book  down,  and  then  told  me  he  had 
seen  my  Lord  Primate  at  Sir  Joshua's,  and  'I  believe,'  says  he, 
'  I  have  not  recommended  myself  much  to  him,  for  I  differed 
widely  io  opinions  from  him,  yet  1  hear  he  is  doing  good  thing* 
in  Ireland '.'     I  mentioned  Skelton  to  him  as  a  man  of  strong 


'  II<»w«ll  was  absent  from  London 
from  April  19  lo  May  3.    UJt,  n.  371. 

'  Df.  Weibetcll  was  Master  of 
Uaiversity  College,  Oxford,  and  Ocan 
of  Hereford.  Johoson  hod  written 
to  Mr».  Thralc  on  Aiiril  1  :— 'Dr. 
Wetherell  is  \trf  dcsimin  of  seeing 
the  brewhousc;  I  hope  Mr.  Tlirale 
will  Knd  himan  ioviution,'  Ltthrs, 
i.  313.  For  the  HdiRg-school  sec 
J-i/t,  it  434  :  LtUrri,  I  309.  n.  1. 

*  See  £J/t,  iii.  390,  where  he  called 


the  Americans '  Rascals— Robbers — 
Piralcs ;  cxdaLtning  he'd  bum  uid 
destroy  them,'  and  foil,  p.  55. 

*  Lift,  ii.  313.  for  Hume's  wise 
views  sec  his  l^tttrt  la  Slrakan, 
p.  381S. 

'  Boswcll  had  sent  him  an 'elegant 
Pindar.'     Life,  ii.  204. 

"  '  He  hiilf-whistled  in  his  usual 
way  when  pleasant.'    /k  iii.  357- 

'  For  Johnson's  vicjt^  about  Ire- 
land see  ij/f,  ii.  isi,  ijO.  355. 

imagination. 
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irnaginstion,  and  told  him  the  story  of  hts  selling  his  library 
for  the  support  of  the  poor '.  He  seemed  much  affected  by  it, 
and  then  fell  a  rowUng  and  muttering  to  himself,  and  I  could 
hear  him  plainly  say  after  several  minutes  pause  from  con- 
versation. 'Skclton  is  a  great  good  man.'  He  then  said,  'I 
purpose  reading  his  Ophiotnachis^  for  I  have  never  seen  anything 
of  his,  but  some  allegoric  pieces  which  I  thought  very  well  of.' 
He  told  mc  he  had  seen  Delany  when  he  was  in  every  sense 
SrariJ  ohau,  *  but  he  was  [an]  able  man,'  says  he,  '  his  **  Reve- 
lation examined  with  candour  "  was  well  received,  and  I  have 
sc«n  an  introductory  preface  to  a  second  edition  of  one  of  his 
books,  which  was  the  finest  thing  \  ever  read  in  the  declamatory 
way  V  He  asked  me  whether  Clayton  was  an  English  or  Irish 
man.  '  He  endeavoured  to  raise  a  hissy '  among  you,'  says  he, 
'but  without  effect  I  believe.'  I  told  him  one  effect  in  the  case 
of  the  parish  clerks.  His  indignation  was  prodigious.  'Aj^,' 
says  he,  'these  arc  the  effects  of  heretical  notions  upon  vulgar 
minds.' 

JuNEiith.  1781.  I  went  to  see  Dr.  Johnson,  found  him  alone, 
Barrctti  came  soon  afler.  IJarretti  (alter  some  pause  in  conver- 
sation) asked  mc,  if  the  disturbances  were  over  in  Ireland.  I  told 
him  1  had  not  heard  of  any  disturbances  there.  '  What,'  says 
he, '  have  you  not  been  up  in  arms  ? '  '  Yes,  and  a  great  number 
of  men  continue  so  to  be'  '  And  dont  you  call  that  disturb- 
ance?' returned  Barretli.  'No,'  said  I,  'the  Irish  volunteers 
have  demeaned  themselves  very  peaceably,  and  instead  of 
disturbing  the  peace  of  the  country,  have  contributed  much 
to  its  preservation '.'     The  Doctor,  who  had  been  long  silent. 


'  Rev.  Philip  Skclcon,  bom  near 
Lisbunic,  1707;  died  in  17S7.  In 
1750  he  obtained  the  living  of  Pd- 
tigo,  in  Donegal.  Hcic,  in  a  time  of 
scarcity,  he  even  sold  his  library  to 
supply  bis  indigent  parishioners  with 
bre^id.  His  works  are  in  7  vols.  Svo. 
Untvffrial  liiograpfty,  guttled  by  the 
editor  of  Campbell's  Diary,  p.  1 54. 

'  Patrick  D«]any,  friend  of  Dr. 
Swil%,  born  about  iW>.    In  1731  be 


came  to  London  to  publish  Us  Kevf 
iation  examimd  with  Canttaur.  He 
died  at  Bath  in  176&.  U.  p.  153, 
Johnson  prat»ed  bis  OitervMicm  an 
Swi/l.    iJ/t,  iii.  249. 

*  This  word   is  not  in  Johnson's 
Dictionary. 

*  Kurace  Walpolc  thus  describes 
public  affairs  in  February,  1779: — 
'The  n^vy  disgusted,  insurrecttOBS 
ia  Scotland,  Wales  mutinous,  a  re- 
turned 
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turned  a  sharp  ear  to  what  I  was  saying,  and  with  vehemence 
said,  '  What  Sir,  dont  you  call  it  disturbance  to  oppose  legal 
government  with  arms  in  your  liantls,  and  compel  it  to  make 
laws  in  your  favour?  Sir.  I  call  it  rebellion  ;  rcbclh'on  as  much 
as  the  rebellion  of  Scotland.'  '  Doctor,'  said  I,  '  I  am  sorry  to 
hear  that  fall  from  you,  I  must  however  say  that  the  Irish 
consider  themselves  as  the  most  loyal  of  His  Majesty's  subjects, 
at  the  same  time  that  theyfirmly  deny  any  allegiance  to  a  British 
Parliament.  They  have  a  separate  Legislature,  and  that  they 
have  never  showed  any  inclioatioa  to  resist.'  '  Sir,'  says  the  Doctor, 
■you  do  owe  allegiance  to  the  British  Parliament  as  a  centered 
nation ',  and  had  I  been  Minister  I  would  have  made  you  submit 
to  it.  I  would  have  done  as  Oliver  Cromwell  did ;  I  would 
have  burned  your  cities,  and  wasted  you  in  the  fires  (or  flames) 
of  them*.'  [j  after  allowing  the  Doctor  to  vent  his  indignation 
upon  Ireland,  cooly  replyod,  'Doctor,  the  times  are  altered,  and 
I  dont  find  that  you  have  succeeded  so  well  in  burning  the 
cities,  and  roasting  the  inhabitants  of  America.'  'Sir,'  says  he 
gravely,  and  with  a  less  vehement  tone,  'what  you  say  is  true, 
the  times  are  altered,  for  power  is  now  nowhere,  we  live  under 
a  govermnent  of  influence,  not  of  power  ^;   but  Sir,  had  we 


bcUtOD  ready  to  break  out  in  lieUtKl 
wbsra  15,000  I'lotcsunts  were  in 
aims,  wiifauut  authority,  for  Iheir 
own  ddcoce,  maay  of  them  wdl- 
wishcra  la  ihc  Anicncans,  and  all  so 
ruined  thai  they  insisted  on  relief 
from  Parliament,  or  were  ready  to 
throw  oBfKibjectioo.*  purxal  of  ifu 
Reign  e/  Gwrgt  JIf,  ii.  339- 

■  On  May  7,  1773,  'bunting  forth 
with  ft  gcncrout  indif^ation  he  £>iid, 
"Tbc  Irish  an:  in  a  must  unoalura] 
Male  ;  for  ivc  sec  there  the  minority 
prevailing  over  the  majority.  There 
U  DO  instance,  even  in  the  ten  perse- 
cutions, of  !U<h  severity  sa  that  which 
ihe  Protesiants  of  Ireland  have  exer- 
cised against  the  Caiholiclcfi.  Did  we 
tell  thcni  we  have  conquered  them, 
il  would  be  above  boaid ;  to  punivh 
tbem    by    confiscation    and    other 


penalties,  as  rebels,  was  monslroun 
injustice  King  WiUiani  was  not 
their  lavful  sovereign;  he  hiid  not 
b«<n  acknowledged  by  the  Pailia- 
incnl  uf  Ireland  when  tlicy  appeared 
in  arms  against  him.'"    Life,  Ii.  2SS- 

'  '  Johnson  severely  reprobated  the 
barbarous  debilitating  policy  of  the 
British  govcmmcnt  (in  JrelandJ, 
whicli,  he  said,  was  the  most  detest* 
able  method  of  pcrwcution.  To  a 
gunlleinan  who  hinted  such  policy 
niilfht  be  necessary  10  support  the 
iiuilioriiy  of  Ihe  English  government 
he  replied  by  saying,  "Let  the  au- 
thority of  tlie  English  government 
perish  rather  than  be  maintained  by 
iniquity."'     /*.  ii.  lai. 

'  Boswcll,  arguing  with  Johnson 

on  Sept.  33,  1777.  says:—"  I  insisted 

that  America   might    be  very  well 

treated 
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treated  the  Americans  as  we  ought,  and  as  they  deserved,  we 

should  have  at  once  razed  ail  their  towns, and   let  them 

enjoy  their  forests- ■.'     After  this  wild  rant,  argument  would 

but  have  enraged  him,  I  therefore  let  him  vibrate  into  calmness, 
then  turning  round  to  me,  he,  with  a  smile,  says,  'After  all  Sir. 
though  I  hold  the  Irish  to  be  rebels,  I  dont  tlilnk  Ihey  have 
been  so  very  wrong,  but  you  know  that  you  compelled  our 
Parliament,  by  force  of  arms,  to  pass  an  act  in  your  favour. 
That,  1  call  rebellion.'  '  Hut  Doctor,'  said  I,  'did  the  Irish  claim 
anj-thing  that  ought  not  to  have  been  granted,  though  they 
had  not  made  the  claim.'  'Sir,  I  wont  dispute  that  matter  with 
you,  but  what  I  insist  upon  is  that  the  mode  of  requisition  was 
rebellious.'  '  Well  Doctor,  let  me  ask  you  but  one  question, 
and  I  shall  ask  you  no  more  on  this  subject,  do  you  think  that 
Ireland  would  have  obtained  what  it  has  got  by  any  other 
means?"  'Sir,'  says  he  candidly,  '1  belie\'e  it  would  not. 
However,  a  wise  government  should  not  grant  even  a  claim 
of  justice,  if  an  attempt  is  made  to  ejrtort  it  by  force '.'  I  said 
no  more". 


gAvemed,  and  mide  to  )-ield  suft  cient 
revenue  by  the  mc-ins  of  infiiunce, 
as  ciK:ini>liricd  in  Iicliind.  white  the 
pcci|il«  might  t>e  iiluisrc!  with  tht 
imAginatian  of  thoir  paritiripaling  of 
the  liritish  constitution,  by  having 
a  body  of  rep rescniat  Ives  without 
whose  cacituit  money  could  not  be 
extracted  from  them.'  Lift,  i>i.  3oj. 
For  hifimiKi  ace  lb.  \xx.  305.  n.  4, 
and  iMiers,  i.  107.  n.  i. 

When  in  March,  1782.  Lord 
North's  government  was  overthrown, 
Jobnson  said : — '  I  am  glad  the  Minis- 
try U  remuivd.  Such  a  bunch  of 
imbecility  never  ditgmced  a  countiy.' 

'  Johnson  wTolconAug.^,  1783: — 
'Perhaps  no  naiion  not  sbsolutcly 
conquered  has  declined  no  much  in 
so  short  a  time.  We  seem  to  be 
sinking.  Suppose  the  Irish,  having 
already  gaitcn  a  free  iractc  and  an 
Independent  Parliament,  should  say 


•Kt  will  ha\-e  a  King  and  ally  oor- 
selves  with  the  house  of  Bourbon, 
what  could  be  done  to  hinder  or  to 
ovTrthrow  them."     Letlert,  ii.  364. 

■  Campbell  published  the  following 
account  of  this  conversation  in  hit 
Slrk  turts  en  the  Ilitlory  of  Ireland, 
«J.  1789,  p.  336: — "This  constdera- 
lion  was  vehemently  urged  Against 
me  by  Dr.  Johnson,  in  a  conveisatios 
I  once  held  with  him  respecting  the 
allair^  of  this  counir}- 1 1  reland).  The 
conversation  appeared  to  my  d«ar 
friend  Dr.  \VilkiDson  (to  whom  I  re- 
peated it  within  nn  hour  or  two  iStxx 
it  passed)  so  exlraordimry  that  be 
gave  me  pen,  ink  and  paper  to  s«t  it 
down  immediately.  But  lirst  let  me 
premise  n  circumstance  or  iwol— 
Having  spent  the  winter  of  the  yesr 
1 777  in  London ,  1  had  been  honoured 
(and  it  it  my  pride  to  acknowledge  it| 
niih  his  familiarity  and  friecdshipL 
1  had  not  seen  him  from  that  time 
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till  the  ttth  of  June,  1761,  when  1 
went  to  pay  him  a  momin^;  vi^it. 
I  found  htm  alone,  nnd  noihing  but 
mutual  enquiries  respecting  mulua.1 
inradi  had  passed,  when  IlariMti 
came  in.  Burelti,  more  curious  than 
ihc  Doctor,  soon  a»);cd  nie  \i  iLc 
Diilurhanui  in  Ireland  were  over. 
The  question,  I  own.  surprized  me, 
as  1  had  left  all  things  quiet,  and  was 
not  at  fint  altoKclher  aware  of  tbe 
tcndcncjr  ofliis  question,  t  therefore 
in  return  asked  what  disturliancet  he 
rocanl,  for  that  1  had  heard  of  none. 
"WliatI"  Buid  he,  "Itave  you  not 
been  in  Arms?"  Towliich  I  answered 
caiegoricalljr, " Yes  >  :uid  many  Iwdies 
of  men  continue  so  to  be."  "And 
dtfn't  )'ou  call  this  Distarbiinct  ? "  re- 
joined  Barrctti.  "Not"  said  I,  "the 
Jrish  volunteers  have  demeaned  them- 
selves very  peaceably,"  *  &c 

[Here  follows  a  luny  explanation 
of  the  volunteers  which  I  omit.) 

*  Dr.  Johnson,  who  nil  this  while  sai 


silent,  hut  with  a  ver>'  attentive  ear  to 
what  passed,  at  length  turned  to  n>c 
with  an  app^ircnt  indignation  which 
I  had  never  before  experienced  from 
him-' 

Here  follows  Johnson's  speech  in 
much  the  tame  woid&  iia  in  tlic  tmt. 
except  that  ^ waited  m  tlic  dimes'  is 
'  roasted  in  the  flames.'  Waittd 
probably  ie  a  misprint.  Campbell 
continues :—' After  this  explosion  I 
perhaps  warmly  replied'  [[n  the  text 
Campbell '  cooly  replyed ').  Johnson 
continues  as  in  the  lest,  but  adds :— 
'  in  a  jocular  way,  repeating  what  he 
before  said,  "when  we  should  have 
roasted  the  Americans  as  rebels  we 
only  whipped  ihem  as  children,  and 
we  did  not  succeed  bcc^tuEC  my 
advice  was  not  taken." '  The  con- 
veisation  ends  with  his  saying; — 
'Why,  Sir,  1  don't  know  but  1  might 
have  acted  us  you  did,  hud  1  bvco 
an  IrishmRn;  but  I  speak  as  an 
Engli^man.' 


ANECDOTES 

FROAf  PENNINGTON'S  MEMOIRS  OF 

MRS.  CARTER 


Mrs.  Carter  always  spoke  in  high  terms  of  Dr.  Johnson's 
constant  attendance  to  religious  duties,  and  the  soundness  of  his 
moral  principles.  In  one  of  their  latest  conversations  she  was 
expressing  this  opinion  of  him  to  himself;  he  took  her  by  the 
hand,  and  said  with  much  eagerness  ;  'You  know  this  to  be  true, 
and  testify  it  to  the  world  when  I  am  gone."     Vol.  i.  p.  41. 

The  following  epigram  by  Dr.  Johnson,  found  among  Mrs. 
Carter's  poems,  in  his  own  hand-writing  has  never,  I  believe, 
been  published  before. 

'Qvid  mih)  cum  cullu?     Probitas  in^ulta  nitCKit, 
Et  juv»t  Ingcnii  vita  sine  uric  ruiili't. 
Ingenlum  ct  mores  si  pulchra  praba.vit  Elisa, 
Quid  tnctjus  mihi  spca  ambiitiosa  dabit'?* 

VoL  i.  p.  398. 

To  these  parties  [at  Mrs,  Montagu's  and  Mrs.  Vcscy's]  it  was 
not  difficult  for  any  person  of  character  to  be  introduced.  There 
was  no  ceremony,  no  cards  and  no  supper.  Even  dress  was  so 
little  regarded,  that  a  foreign  gentleman,  who  was  to  go  there  with 
an  acquaintance,  was  told  in  jest  that  it  was  so  little  necessary 
that  he  might  appear  there,  if  he  pleased,  in  blue  stockings.  This 
he  understood  in  the  literal  sense  ;  and  when  he  spoke  of  it  in 
French  called  it  the  Bas  BUh  meeting.     And  this  was  the  origin 


For  his  other  epigrams  to  her,  sec  U/t,  \.  iia,  140,  and  Works,  i.  170. 
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of  the  ludicrous  appellation  of  the  Blue  Stocking  Club,  since 
f^ven  to  these  meetings,  and  &o  much  talked  of. 

Nothing  could  be  more  agreeable,  nor  indeed  more  instructive, 
than  these  parties.  Mrs.  Vcsey'  had  the  almost  magic  art  of 
putting  all  her  company  at  their  ease,  without  the  least  appear- 
ance of  design.  Here  was  no  formal  circle  to  petrify  an  unfor- 
tunate stranger  on  his  entrance;  no  rules  of  conversation  to 
observe ;  no  holding  forth  of  one  to  his  own  distress,  and  the 
»tupefylr^  of  his  audience,  no  reading  of  his  works  by  the  author. 
The  company  naturally  broke  ioto  little  groups,  pcriJCtualiy 
varying  and  changing '.  Tlicy  talked  or  were  silent,  sat  or 
walked  about,  just  as  they  pleased.  Nor  was  it  absolutely 
necessary  even  to  talk  sense.  There  was  no  bar  to  harmless 
mirth  and  gaiety:  and  while  perhaps  Dr.  Johnson  in  one  comer 
held  forth  OD  the  mora!  duties,  in  another,  two  or  three  young 
people  might  be  talking  of  the  fashions  and  the  Opera ;  and  in 
a  third  Lord  Orford  (then  Mr.  Horace  Walpolc)  might  be 
amusing  a  little  group  around  him  with  his  lively  wit  and 
intelligent  conversation  *. 


For  another  cxplaRation  of  the 
'  name,  nee  Li/e,  iv.  io8. 

'  Bluc-sto^iai;.        Wearing     blue 
worsied  (instead  of  blat^k  silk)  stock- 
lings;    titna,  not   in  full  dress,   in 
I'lomdy  dreax  {contemptuous).    Ap~ 
lied  10  tbc"Littlc  Piirtiament"  of 
1653,  wish  reference  (o  tlic  puriiani- 
callypJuio  ormean  .attire  of  its  mem- 
bers.   Applied  dcprcciaiivcly  to  the 
asacmblics    that    met    iit    Montagu 
Hoasc,  and  those  who  frequented 
them  or  imitated  them.     Hence  of 
I, women:  Having  or  afTccling literary 
%K».   TranifeTTcd  snrenngly  to  any 
fwoman  showing  a  tnxte  for  learning. 
I  Much  uscil  by  ^1C^■icwe^»  of  the  first 
quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century ; 
but  now,  from  the  general  change  of 
■optnioa  on  the  education  of  women, 
'newly  abandoned.'    N^^  Eiglith 

Wiaiall  (J/<rw«rj,  cd.  1813,1. 140) 


says  that  the  Blue  Scodtiogs'teiaed 
a  very  numerout,  powerful,  compact 
phalanx  in  the  midsi  of  London.' 

■  Lord  JefTrey  said  that  ihere  was 
no  objection  to  the  blue-stocking, 
provided  the  petticoat  came  low 
cnflugh  down.*  Cockhum's  Memoirs^ 
ed.  1S56,  p.  s68. 

'  Lift,  iii.  434-6.  Hannah  Mote's 
Bos  Bleu  is  addressed  Co  her. 

'  AccordingtoMiss  Buraey,'LoTd 
Harcourl  said,  *"  Mrs.  Vesey's  fear 
of  ceremony  is  really  troublesome; 
for  her  eagerness  to  break  a  circle  is 
such  that  she  insists  upoa  every- 
body's sitting  wjth  their  backs  one  to 
another;  that  is,  the  chaiis  are 
drawn  into  liule  parties  of  three 
togeiher  in  a  confused  manner  all 
over  the  room,"'  Mroe.  D'Arblay's 
Diary,  i.  184. 

*  l^/e,  Ui.  42s.  «.  3- 

Now 
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Now  and  then  perhaps  Mrs.  Vesey  might  call  the  attention 
of  the  company  in  general  to  some  circumstance  of  news,  politics, 
or  literature,  of  peculiar  importance ;  or  perhaps  to  an  anecdote, 
or  interesting  account  of  some  person  known  to  the  company  in 
general.  Of  this  last  kind  a  laughable  circumstance  occurred 
about  the  year  1778,  when  Mrs.  Carter  was  confined  to  her  bed 
with  a  fever,  which  was  thought  to  be  dangerous.  She  was 
attended  by  her  brother- in- lay,  Dr.  Douglas,  then  a  physician  in 
Town,  and  he  was  in  the  habit  of  sending  bulletins  of  the  state 
of  her  health  to  her  most  intimate  friends,  with  many  of 
whom  he  was  well  acqnainted  himself.  At  one  of  Mrs.  Vesey's 
parties  a  note  was  brought  to  her,  which  she  immediately  saw 
was  from  Dr.  Doi^las.  'Ohl'  said  she,  before  she  opened  it, 
'this  cotitains  an  account  of  our  dear  Mrs.  Carter.  We  are  all 
interested  in  her  health:  Dr.  Johnson,  pray  red(^^out  for  the 
information  of  the  company.'  There  was  a  pr^Knd  silence ; 
and  the  Doctor,  with  the  utmost  gravity,  read  aloud  the 
physician's  report  of  the  happy  effect  which  Mrs.  Carters 
medicines  had  produced,  with  a  full  and  complete  account^i' 
the  circumstances  attending  them.     Vol.  i.  p.  465. 


<i> 


ANECDOTES  BY  JOSEPH  CRADOCK 


The  first  time  I  dined  in  company  with  Dr.  Johnson  u-as  at 
T.  Davies's",  Russell  Street,  Covcnt  Garden,  as  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Boswell,  in  his  Life  of  Johnsott '.  On  mentioning  my 
cng.igcmcnt  previously  to  a  friend,  he  said,  'Do  you  wish  to  be 
well  with  Johnson?"  'To  be  sure.  Sir.*  \  replied,  'or  I  should 
not  have  taken  any  pains  to  have  been  introduced  into  hia 
company.'  '  Why*lhcn.  Sir,'  says  he,  '  let  me  offer  you  some 
advice:  you  must  not  leave  him  .'^oon  after  dinner  to  ^u  to 
the  play;  during  dinner  he  will  be  rather  silent — it  is  a  very 


•  'From  Mr.  Cradock's  Memoirs. 
[Literary  Mtmoirs.  4  vols.  London, 
]8j8.]  These  anecootes  are  cenninly 
very  loose  and  inaccutate;  bul  a& 
tbey  have  been  republished  in  the 
Getilltmati' i  Afagaxime  for  January, 
l8a8,  "wiih  some  corrections  and 
additions  from  th«  author's  MS.," 
I  ihinlc  it  ri^ht  to  notice  ihem  ;  and, 
at  they  jirofcM  to  be  there  enlaiged 
from  the  MS.,  I  copy  this  latter  ver- 
sion, which  differs,  in  some  points, 
from  ihc  memoir*.'— CriiVcr,  ix.  336. 
erokcr  does  not  alw;iy«  follow  the 
Vdsioa  in  the  CtntUman't  Magaaine. 

•  tJ/e,  \.  yjO. 

,  .Dr.  Campbell  said  of  Davits :— '  he 
WAK  not  alv>nkieUer,biit&gentI«man 
dcaHag  in  books.'  Nichols's  Lit, 
AnK.  vk  4zg  n.  Perhaps  he  was  too 
much  of  a  gcntlemun,  and  too  little 
of  a  tndcsman,  for  less  than  two 


years  aflcr  this  dinner  Johnson  wrote 
to  Mis.  Montagu  : — '  Poor  Davies, 
the  bankrupt  bookseller,  is  soHcitins 
hit]  friends  to  collect  a  small  sum  for 
the  repurchase  erf  part  of  his  house- 
hold stuflT.'    Lettert,  ii.  64. 

^  '  On  Friday,  April  la  [1776],  1 
dined  with  him  at  our  friend  Tom 
Davies's,  where  "c  met  -Mr-  Cradock, 
of  Leicestershire,  auihour  of  Z/>j*(f///^, 
a  tragedy:  a  ^eiyplessing  gentleman; 
and  Dr.  Harwood.  who  hns  written 
and  published  various  works;  par- 
ticularly a  fant»siical  iransliition  of 
Ihc  New  're»l,-imcnt,  in  modern 
phrase,  and  with  a  Soclniao  twist,* 
Li/e.  iii.  38. 

'  There  is  n  new  tragedy  at  Covent 
Garden,  called  Zohfidc^  which,  I  am 
told,  is  very  indlfTcrcnt,  though 
uriiten  b/  a  cotiniry-gcucleman.' 
Walpole's  Letters,  v,  356. 

serious 


y 
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serious  business  with  him  ' :  between  six  and  seven  he  will  look 
about  him.  and  sec  who  remains,  and,  if  he  then  at  al)  likes  the 
party,  he  will  be  very  civil  and  communicative.  He  exactly 
fulfilled  what  my  friend  had  prophesied.  Mrs.  Davies'  did  the 
honours  of  the  table :  she  was  a  favourite  with  Johnson,  who  sat 
betwixt  her  and  Dr.  Harwood  i  I  sat  next,  below,  to  Mr.  BoswcII 
opposite.  Nobody  could  bring  Johnson  forward  more  civilly  or 
properly  than  Davies.  The  subject  of  conversation  turned  upon 
the  tragedy  of  CEdipus'.  This  was  particularly  interesting  to 
me,  as  I  was  then  employed  in  endeavouring  to  make  such 
alterations  in  Dryden's  play',  as  to  make  it  suitable  to  a  revival 
at  Drury  Lane  theatre.  Johnson  did  not  seem  to  think 
favourably  of  it ;  but  I  ventured  to  plead,  that  Sophocles 
wrote  it  expressly  for  the  theatre,  at  the  public  cost,  and  that 
it  was  one  of  the  most  celebrated  dramas  of  all  antiquity. 
Johnson  said, '  (£dipus  was  a  poor  miserable  man,  subjected  to 
the  greatest  distress,  without  any  degree  of  culpability  of  his 
own,'  I  urged,  that  Arbtotle,  as  well  as  most  of  the  Greek 
poets,  were  [itf]  partial  to  this  character ;  that  Addison  considered 
that,  as  terror  and  pity  were  particularly  excited,  he  was  the 
properest' here  Johnson  suddenly  becoming  loud.  I  paused. 


•  'When  Bl  laWe  he  wn5  lotalty 
abfOibed  in  the  business  or  the 
momeni:  his  looks  seemed  riveited 
to  his  plate ;  nor  would  he,  unless 
when  in  vcr)'  high  company,  say  gme 
word,  or  even  pay  the  least  atlention 
to  what  was  s.iid  liy  others.  liU  he 
had  satisfied  his  appetite.'  Lt/f, 
i.  46S. 

*  !b.  \.  i^i,  It.  3,  484. 

'  1  am  strongly  affcried  by  Mrs, 
Dkvie&'s  tendcmc^'  Johnson  wrote 
to  her  husband.    V^.  iv.  231. 

"1  introduced'  (wriies  BoswcII) 
'  Ari»lotle's  doctrine  in  his  Art  0/ 
Poflry,  of  "the  tnSapa\t  riiv  wntfij- 
pnroii',  the  purging  of  the  passions," 
as  the  purpose  of  tragedy.  "  But 
how  arc  th«  passions  to  he  purged 
by  tcrrour  and  piiy  !  siid  I,  with  an 
assumed  ui  of  ignorance)  to  incite 


bim  to  talk,  for  which  it  was  often 
necessary  to  employ  some  address." " 
/*,  iii.  39.  BoKwell  does  not  mention 
any  talk  about  CEtiifiut. 

'  '(Eiiifius  is  a  tnitrcdy  formed  by 
Drydcn  and  Lee  in  conjunction,  from 
Ihe  works  of  Sophocles,  Seneca  and 
Comcille.  Drydcn  planned  llie 
scenes  and  composed  the  first  and 
third  acts.'  Johnson's  tVorts,  >-ii. 
269. 

'  Addiaonquoles  AristoUe'sobBer- 
vation~'if  wc  »ce  a  man  of  vixioe. 
mixt  with  infirmities,  (all  into  any 
inisfottune,  it  does  not  only  raise  our 
piiy,  but  our  terror;  because  «e  are 
afmid  ihat  the  like  misfortune  may 
happen  to  ourselves,  who  resemble 
the  character  of  the  ^uffitrtng  person.' 
Ti^  Spffiator,  No.  273.  Sm  alto 
I*.  No.  S97. 

and 
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and  rather  apolt^ixed  that  it  might  not  become  me,  perhaps, 
too  strongly  to  contradict  Dr.  Johnson.  '  Nay.  Sir,'  replied  he, 
hastily,  '  if  I  had  not  wished  to  have  heard  your  argLments, 
I  should  not  have  disputed  with  you  at  all.'  All  went  on  quite 
pleasantly  aflem'axds.  Wc  sat  late,  and  something  being  men- 
tioned about  my  going  to  Bath,  when  taking  leave,  Johnson  very 
graciously  said,  *  1  should  have  a  pleasure  in  meeting  you  there '.' 
Either  Boswcll  orDavJes  immediately  whispered  to  me.  'You're 
landed '.' 

The  next  time  7  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  him  was  at  the 
Literary  Club  dinner  at  the  coffee-houac  in  St.  James's  Street', 
to  which  I  was  introduced  by  my  partial  friend,  Dr.  Percy. 
Johnson  that  day  was  not  in  very  good  humour.  We  rather 
waited  for  dinner.  Garrick  came  late,  and  apologized  that  he 
had  been  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  Lord  Camden  insisted 
on  conveying  him  in  his  cirriagc '.  Johnson  said  nothing,  but 
he  looked  a  volume.  The  party  was  numerous.  I  sat  next 
Mr.  Burke  at  dinner.  There  was  a  beef-steak  pie  placed  just 
before  us;  and  I  remarked  to  Mr.  Burke  that  something  smelt 
very  disagreeable,  and  looked  to  see  if  there  was  not  a  dog 
under  the  table.  Burke  with  great  good  humour  said, '  I  believe, 
Sir,  I  can  tell  you  what  is  the  cause;  it  is  some  of  my  country 

breakfast  with  Garrick,  who  w«s  very 


'  Threedayslater  JohnsiM)  wcntto 
BuhwitbibcThrales.  Lelttri,'\.i^\. 

'  •  My  re<ord  Ljxin  this  occ:ision 
daea  great  injuiiicc  to  Johnson's  ex- 
pression, which  was  so  forcible  and 
brillkni,  ital  Mr.  Cndock  whispered 
me,  "O  that  his  words  were  written 
in  «  book !  ■'    Lifi,  iii.  39. 

When,  tbiiteen  ycAis  cirlier,  Bos- 
welt  wai  iniroduccd  to  Johnson  in  tlie 
urae  pulour,  Da  vies  ftoid  tu  him,  as 
be  WAS  leaving,  'Don't  be  un«Asy. 
I  can  ntc  he  likes  you  very  well' 

/*.  i.  395- 

'  Crcker  uys  that  to  this  dub  no 
attangtr  ia  ever  invited.  Crolcer's 
Soswell,  ix.  137  «,  Ii  met  for  some 
time  at  Par»loe's,  St.  James's  Street. 

•  '  1  told  Johnson '  (writes  lioswcll) 
'  thai  one  nMming^  when  I  went  to 


vain  of  his  intimacy  with  Lord  Cam- 
den, kc  accosted  me  thus : — "  Pray 
now,  did  you — did  you  meet  a  little 
lawyer  tumioK  the  comer,  eh  f "— 
"No,  Sir,  {said  I.)  Pray  what  do 
)'ou  mean  by  the  question  ? " — "  Why, 
(replied  Garrick,  with  an  Affected  in- 
dilfcrencc,  yet  as  if  standing  on  iip> 
toe.)  Lord  Camrfcn  has  this  moment 
left  inc.  'W'e  have  hsd  a  long  walk 
together."  JOHKSON.  "  Well,  Sir, 
Gamck  tiilkcd  very  properly.  Lord 
Cnmdcn  ivat  a  littU  laitfyer  to  be 
associating  so  Familiarly  with  a 
player."'     Lift,  \x\.  311. 

'  Lord  Camden,'  Benlham  snid, 
'w35  a  hobbledy-hoy,  and  had  no 
polish  of  manners-'  Bentham's 
Works,  ■»..  11& 

bttiier 


bttUtr  in  the  crust  that  smells  so  disagreeably.'  Dr.  Johnson 
just  at  this  time,  sitting  opposite,  desired  one  of  us  to  send  him 
some  of  the  beef-slcak  pie.  VVc  sent  but  little,  which  he  soon 
dispatched,  and  then  returned  his  plate  for  more.  Johnson 
particularly  disliked  that  any  notice  should  be  taken  of  what 
he  eat',  but  Burke  ventured  to  say  he  was  glad  to  find  that 
Dr.  Johnson  was  anywise  able  to  relish  the  beef-steak  pic. 
Johnson,  not  perceivif^  wlut  he  alluded  to,  hastily  exclaimed, 
'  Sir,  there  Ls  a  time  of  life  when  a  man  requires  the  n;]xtirs  of  the 
table  r  The  company  rather  talked  for  victory  than  social 
intercourse.  I  think  it  was  in  consequence  of  what  passed  that 
evening,  that  Dr.  Goldsmith  wrote  his  RetalialioH '.  Mr.  Richard 
Kurke  was  present,  talked  most,  and  seemed  to  be  the  most  free 
and  easy  of  any  of  the  company  '.  I  had  never  met  him 
before.  Burke  seemed  desirous  of  bringing  his  relative  forward- 
In  Mr.  Chalmers's  account  of  Goldsmith,  different  sorts  of  liquor 
arc  offered  as  appropriate  to  each  guest.  To  the  two  Hurkcs 
ale  from  Wicklow,  and  wine  from  Femey  to  mc :  my  name  is  la 
italics,  as  supposing  I  am  a  wiiie-bibbcr ;  but  the  author's 
allusion  to  the  wines  of  Fcrncy  was  meant  for  mc,  I  rather  think, 
from  my  having  taken  a  plan  of  a  tragedy  from  Voltaire. 

Mrs.  Percy,  afterwards  nurse  to  the  Duke  of  Kcnt^  at 
Buckingham  House,  told  me  that  Johnson  once  stayed  near 
a  month  with  them  at  their  dull  parsonage  at  Easton  Maudutt  * ; 
that   Dr.   Percy  looked   out   all  sorts  of  books  to  be  ready 


■  Boswell  sjiys  tliai  on  their  lour 
to  llie  Highlands  he  conirived  '  tliat 
I3r.  Johnson  should  not  be  asked 
twice  to  eat  or  drink  anything 
<which  always  disgusts  him).'  /-i/r, 
V.  364. 

'  Cradock  first  met  Johnson  in 
1776,  more  than  two  years  after 
Goldsmith's  dca.ili.  Such  a  blunder 
as  ihU  shows  that  not  much  trust 
can  be  placed  in  his  anecdotes,  Ac- 
cording to  Cumberland  (AfcHioirs,  i. 
369)  it  was  at  the  St.  James's  Coffee 
House  that  the  dinner  took  place 
which  led  to  Rdaiiation. 

'  Edmund  Burke's brother.'honest 


Richard,"  thus  described  in  Reiitiia- 
iton : — 
'What  spirits  were  his  I  what  wit 

and  what  whim  ! 
Now    breaking    a   jest,  and    now 

breaking  a  liRib[ 
Now  wrAngling:  and  grumbling  to 

keep  up  the  ball ! 
Now  teasing  and  vexing,  yet  UugV 

ing  at  all ! ' 
*  Utlrrt,\.^\\^H.^.  TheUukcof 
Kent  was  the  father  o[  Queen  Viaorii. 
'  Johnson  spent  with  the  Peiclec 
part  of  June,  July,  and  Aagiut  of 
1764.  i6i>>,  i.  4tl6,  and /Of/ io  Percy't 
Anecdotes.    '  The  little  terrace  in  the 

for 
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for  his  amusement  after  breakfast,  and  that  Johnson  was  so 
attentive  and  polite  to  her,  that,  when  Dr.  Percy  mentioned  the 
literature  proposed  in  the  study,  he  said, '  No,  Sir,  I  shall  first 
wait  upon  Mrs.  Percy  to  feed  the  ducks.'  But  those  halcyon 
days  were  about  to  change, — not  as  to  Mrs.  Percy,  for  to  the 
last  she  rcmaini^d  a  favourite  with  him. 

I  happened  to  be  in  London  once  when  Dr.  Percy  returned 
from  Northumberland,  and  found  that  he  was  expected  to 
preach  a  charity  sermon  almost  immediately.  This  had  escaped 
his  memory,  and  he  said,  that,  though  much  fatigued,  he  had 
been  obliged  to  sit  up  very  late  to  furnish  out  something  from 
former  discourses;  but,  suddenly  recollecting  that  Johnson's 
fourth  Idler  was  exactly  to  his  purpose,  he  had  freely  engrafted 
the  greatest  part  of  it.  He  preached,  and  his  discourse  was  much 
admired ;  but  being  requested  to  print  it,  he  most  strenuou.<;ly 
opposed  the  honour  intended  him,  till  he  was  assured  by  the 
governors,  that  it  was  absolutely  neces.sary,  as  the  annual  con- 
tributions greatly  depended  on  the  account  that  was  given  in 
the  appendix.  In  this  dilemma,  he  earnestly  requested  that  I 
would  call  upon  Dr.  Johnson,  and  state  particulars.  I  as.scntcd, 
and  endeavoured  to  introduce  the  subject  with  all  due  solemnity; 
but  Johnson  was  highly  diverted  with  his  recital,  and.  laughing, 
said,  '  Pray.  Sir,  give  my  kind  respects  to  Dr.  Percy,  and  tell 
him,  I  desire  he  will  do  whatever  he  plcasci  Jn  regard  to  my 
JdUr;  it  is  entirely  at  hts  service'.' 


gardcA  [of  the  vicAragc]  isMillctlkd 
Dr.  J<^iiuoo's  walk.'  Whcailc/* 
Perey'i  Reli^uts.  3.  Preface,  p.  75. 

Miss  Dum«y  wrote  in  1781  or 
1783 :— *  Mt«.  Percy  is  a  vulgar,  fus- 
soctdog,  pnnid  woman ;  but  vciy  civil 
to  Dt.  M  i»  Percy  is  among  the  vtry 
•xtii'  Early  Diary  of  I'.  fSumfy,  ii. 
»97.  In  1791  she  wrote: — 'Mrs-Hcrcy 
is  very  uo  cult  tva  ted  and  ordinaiy 
in  maDCcrs  and  conversation,  but  a 
good  crr^iure.  and  much  delighted 
to  talk  6v«  the  Royal  Fami!)-,  to  one 
of  wbom  she  was  formerly  »  nurse. 
Miss  Percy  is  a  natural  and  very 
pleasing  character.'  Mme.  CKArblay's 
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Diary,  v,  256.  It  was  Misa  Percy 
whom,  when  a  liltJe  girl,  Johnson  »et 
down  Irom  his  knee,  telling  her  that 
he  did  not  care  one  farthing  for  her 
as  she  had  roi  read  Pilgrinis  Pro- 
gms.    li/e,  ii.  355,  n.  $. 

'  This  sermon,  I  liave  no  doubt, 
was  the  one  preached  belore  the  Sent 
of  Che  Ciergy  on  May  11,  1769; 
published  by  J.  and  F.  Rivington,  a 
copy  of  which  is  in  the  Bodldan 
Library.  Johnson's  thoughts  are 
borrowed,  but  not  his  words. 

This  sermon  was  preached  seven 
years    before    Cra.dock    first     met 
Johnson. 
'  But 


But  these  days  of  friendly  communication  were,  from  various 
causes,  speedily  to  pass  away,  and  worse  tlian  indinferencc  to 
succeed;  for.  one  morning  Dr.  Percy  said  to  Mr.  Cradock, 
'  I  have  not  seen  Dr.  Johnson  for  a  long  time.  I  believe  I  must 
just  call  upon  him.  and  greatly  wish  that  you  would  accompany 
me.  I  intend,'  said  he,  'to  tease  him  a  little  about  Gibbon's 
pamphlet.'  "  I  hope  not,  Dr.  Percy,'  was  my  reply.  'Indeed 
I  shall ;  for  I  have  a  great  pleasure  in  combating  his  narrow 
prejudices.'  Wc  went  together ;  and  Dr.  Percy  opened  with 
some  anecdote  from  Northumberland  House",  mentioned  some 
fare  booVs  that  were  in  the  library;  and  then  threw  out  that  the 
town  rang  with  .ipplause  of  Gibbon's  Reply  to  Davis;'  that 
the  latter  'had  written  before  he  had  read,'  and  that  the  two 
*  confederate  doctors,'  as  Mr.  Gibbon  termed  them,  '  had  fallen 
into  some  strange  errors'.'     Johnson  said,  he  knew  nothing  <rf 


'  He  bad  an  apartment  is  Nortli- 
umbeibnd  liouac,  'in  which,'  uys 
BoswcII,  '  I  hiivc  passed  mnny  an 
agreeable  hour,'    IJff,  iii.  430,  n.  5. 

•  H.  E.  Davis,  a  IlA(rhelor  of  Arts 
df  Oxford,  published  in  i;?8  An 
Examinatitm  e/  Ikt  \%tk  and  \6tA 
ChaptfTs  of  Mr.  GitibeiCs  History. 
Cibbon,  in  A  Viiuiieaiion,  answered 
Bt  the  same  time  tlic  attaclc»  of  twa 
Dociorsof  Divinity— Randolph  and 
Chelsum.  He  describes  how,  'op- 
pressed with  the  samt  yoke,  covered 
with  the  same  trajipings,  ihey  heavily 
move  along,  perhaps  not  with  an 
equal  pace,  in  the  sime  beaten  track 
of  prejudice  and  preferment..,.  It 
was  the  niiEifonunc  of  Mr.  Davis  thai 
tic  undertook  lo  v/rite  before  be 
had  rtaii.  Bwt  the  two  confederal* 
doctors  appear  to  be  schoEars  of  a 
higher  fonD  and  longer  experience  ; 
iliey  enjoy  a  certain  rank  in  their 
academical  world;  and  as  (heir  leal 
is  enlightened  by  some  rays  of  know- 
ledge, so  thcii  desire  to  ruin  the 
credit  of  their  adversary  is  occasion- 
aUy  checked  by  the  apprehension  gf 


injuring  their  own.*  Gibbon's  Mist. 
Works,  iv.  604. 

Gibbon,  in  bis  Auiobiegra^y  (^. 
i.  331)  writes  :—' At  the  disiax»ce  of 
twelve  years  I  c»,linly  affirm  my 
judgtncnt  of  Davis,  Chelsum,  &c. 
A  victory  over  such  antagonists  was 
a  sufficient  humiliation.  They,  how- 
ever, were  rewarded  in  thin  world. 
Poor  Chelsum  was,  indeed, ncslccEcd 
.  .  .  but  I  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of 
giving  a  royal  pension  to  Mr.  Davis.' 
Jl>.  i.  331. 

Horace  Walpole  wrote  to  Gibbon 
{Ltilerst  vit.  158):— 'Davb  iind  hJi 
prototypes  tell  you  Middleton,  &c. 
have  used  the  same  objections,  and 
they  have  been  canfuted;  tatswtrimg, 
in  the  theologic  dictionary,  signifying 
confuting' 

'  How  utterly,'  wrote  Macaulay, 
'all  the  attacks  on  Gibbon's  Histwy 
are  forgotten!  this  of  Whiukcr: 
Randolph's ;  Chelsum's ;  Davies^ ; 
that  stupid  hcast  Joseph  Miln«r*t; 
even  Watson's.'  Tievclyan's  Mae- 
aulay,  cd.  1877,  ii.  3S5. 

Davis's 


Davis's  pamphlet,  nor  would  he  give  him  any  answer  as  to 
Gibbon ;  but,  if  the  '  confederate  doctors,'  as  they  were  termed, 
had  really  made  such  mistakes  as  he  had  alluded  to,  they  were 
blockheads.  Dr.  Percy  talked  on  in  the  most  careless  style 
possible,  but  in  a  very  lofty  tone ' ;  and  Johnson  appeared  to 
be  excessively  angry.  I  only  wished  to  get  released :  for,  if 
Dr.  Percy  had  proceeded  to  Inform  him  that  he  had  lately  intro- 
duced Mr.  Hume  to  dine  at  the  King's  chaplains'  tabic,  there 
must  have  been  an  explosion '. 

Afterwards  Percy  rather  loftily  mentioned  that  he  knew  that 
the  Duke  of  Northumberland  would  have  a  pleasure  in  lending 
him  any  books  Trom  his  library.  'And  if  the  offer  is  made, 
Sir,'  Johnson  only  coldly  replied, '  from  a  good  motive  it  is  very 
well;'  and  some  lime  after,  turning  to  me,  said  with  a  sigh: 
*Many  offer  me  crusts  now,  but  I  have  no  teeth  to  bite  them.' 

With  all  my  partiality  for  Johnson,  I  freely  declare,  that 
I  think  Dr.  Percy  received  very  great  cause  to  take  real  offence 
at  one,  who,  by  a  ludicrous  parody  on  a  stanza  in  the  Hermit  cf 
WarkwortA,  had    rendered   him   contemptible.     It  was   urged, 


'  If  thUstoryistniea  stningcand 
sudden  change  had  come  over  Percy. 
It  wu  Irss  Ih&n  a  y»r  ct^rlier  that 
Ilcswctl's '  friendly  scheme '  obtained 
for  him  from  Johnson  a  letter  of  ex- 
pbnaliun  of  which  he  ^id :— '  I  would 
rather  have  this  Ihan  degrees  from 
ftH  Ibc  Universities  in  Europe.'  In 
H  Johnson  wrote: — '  Percy  is  a  man 
vhcm  I  never  knew  to  ofT^d  nny 
one.'    U/e.  iii.  :76.  37S. 

•  Oibbon's  Vindicathn  is  dated 
Feb.  3,  1779;  Hume  died  on  Aug. 
95.  1776-  Pc^y.  writing  to  Hume 
in  177a,  dcsciibes  himself  'a»  not 
unknown  to  you  when  >'ou  resided 
in  London.*  Lelitrt  of  Emintnt 
Pertoia  t«  Pai'iJ  Hume,  p.  317. 

Gibbon,  who  belonged  to  the 
literary  Club,  wa»  disliked  by  John- 
fon  and  Boiwell.  *  Johnson  talked 
with  some  disgust  of  his  ugliness'; 


while  Boswell  wrote  of  him : — '  He 
is  aa  ugly,  affeaed,  disgusting  fellow, 
and  poisons  our  Literary  Club  to 
mc.'  Life,  iv.  73.  Malone,  writing 
on  Feb.  20.  1794,  about  the  loss  of 
Gibbon  to  the  club  by  death,  says  ;^ 
'  Independent  of  his  literary  merit, 
a.H  %  comp.inion  Gibbon  was  un- 
fomtnnnly  agreeable.  He  had  an 
immense  fund  of  anecdote  and  of 
erudition  of  various  kinds,  both 
ancient  and  modem  ;  and  ]iad  ac- 
quired such  a  facility  and  elegance  of 
Inlk  that  1  had  always  great  pleasure 
in  listeningto  him.  The  manner  and 
voice,  though  they  were  peculiar, 
and  I  believe  artificial  at  first,  did 
not  at  all  offend,  for  they  had  become 
so  appropmted  as  to  appcarnalural.' 
Hist.  htSS.  C<j«.,Thinc«alh  Report, 
App.  viii.  Jja 
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that 


that  Johnsoa  only  meant  to  attack  the  metre ;  but  be  certainly 
turned  the  whole  poem  into  ridicule  :  — 

*  I  put  my  hat  upon  my  h«Ad, 
And  w;ilk'(il  into  the  Strand, 
And  there  I  m«t  another  man 
With  his  hat  in  his  hand'.' 

Mr.  Garrick,  in  a  letter  to  me,  soon  afterwaiTjs  asked  m^ 
'Whether  I  had  seen  Johnson's  criticism  on  the  Hermit;  it  is 
already,"  said  he,  'over  half  the  town.'  Almost  the  last  tin>c 
that  I  ever  saw  Johnson,  he  said  to  me, '  NotMiihstandiiig  all  the 
pain.s  that  Dr.  I-armer  and  I  took  to  serve  Dr.  Percy,  in  regard 
to  his  Ancient  Ballads,  he  has  left  town  for  Ireland  *,  without 
taking  leave  of  either  of  us.' 

Admiral  Walsingham,  who  sometimes  resided  at  Windsor, 
and  iomctimcs  iu  Portugal  Street,  frequently  boasted  that  he 
was  the  only  man  to  bring  together  miscellaneous  parties,  and 
make  them  all  agreeable;  and,  indeed,  there  never  before  was 
so  strange  an  assortment  as  I  have  occasionally  met  there.  At 
one  of  his  dinners  were  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  \  Dr.  Johnson, 


■  Tkt  Hfrmit  w-as  published  in 
1771.  There  ii  no  slunia  or  which 
this  is  a  close  parody,  so  far  as  the 
words  are  conccmcd.  The  ncarcsi 
is  the  third : — 

'Wiih  hospitable  baste  he  rose, 
Aud  wak'd  his  sleeping  fire ; 

And  snatdiing  up  a  lighted  brand 
Forih  hied  the  reverend  sire." 

»  Percy  was  made  Bishop  of  Dro- 
morc  in  1783.  According  to  Dr. 
Aoder^on  {L'/e  of  Johnson,  3cd  cd., 
p.  252), '  Perc)*  from  a  high  sea*e  of 
duly  constuitly  resided  there.  The 
epiHcopal  palace,  which  none  of  his 
predecessors  had  inhabited,  and  the 
demesne,  formerly  rude  and  wn- 
cullivatcd,  owe  to  him  tl)cir  magniii- 
CCDCC  and  picturesque  beauty.' 

'  'Itigpossible.'wnles  Mr.Croker, 
'Dr.  Johnson  may  have  been  &c- 
quainicd  with  the  Hen,  Robert  Boyle, 


who  took  the  name  of  Walsingham : 
but  it  is  hardly  possible  Ihst  Dr. 
Johnson  should  have  met  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland  at  dinner  without 
Mr.  lioswcU's  having  mentioned  it.' 
Croker's  Boswell,  it.  J42  rt.  Mr. 
Crokcr  foi^cts  itui  thcic  ate  men 
who  can  dine  with  a  Duke  and  not 
boast  of  it. 

'  ilaving  observed  the  Tain  ottOH 
tatious  importance  of  many  people 
in  quoting  the  auihonty  di  Dulcet 
and  Lords,  as  having  been  in  their 
company,  Dr.  Johcson  said,  be  went 
to  the  other  extreme,  aud  did  not 
meniinn  bis  authority  when  he  should 
have  dune  it,  \ix\  it  no,  beea  of  a 
Duke  or  a  Lord.'  Lijt,  vt.  183. 
Boswell  accused  him  ormakinK  'but 
an  awkward  return '  in  leaviog  in  his 
Lives  of  ihf  Peels  '  an  ackaowlcdge- 
meot  unappropriated  to  his  Grace,' 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Naim,  the  optician ',  and  Mr.  Leoni,  the  singer  :  at  another, 
Dr.  Johnson,  &c.  and  a  young  dashing  ofHcer,  who  determined, 
be  whispered,  to  attack  the  old  bear  that  wc  seemed  all  to  stand 
in  awe  of.  There  was  a  good  dinner,  and  during  that  important 
time  Johnson  was  deaf  to  all  impertinence.  However,  after  the 
wine  had  passed  rather  freely,  the  young  gentleman  was  resolved 
to  bait  him,  and  venture  out  a  little  further.  '  Now.  Dr.  John- 
son, do  not  look  so  glum,  but  be  a  little  gay  and  lively,  like 
others :  what  would  you  give,  old  gentleman,  to  be  as  young 
and  sprightly  as  I  am?'  '  Why,  Sir,'  said  he, '  ]  think  I  would 
almost  be  content  to  be  as  foolish '.' 


Johnson,  it  is  well  known,  professed  to  recruit  his  acquaintance 
with  younger  persons  *,  and.  in  his  latter  days,  I,  with  a  few 
others,  were  [sic]  more  frequently  honoured  by  his  notice.  At 
times  he  was  very  gloomy,  and  would  exclaim, '  Stay  with  mc, 
for  it  is  a  comfort  to  me'— a  comfort  that  any  feeling  mind 
would  wish  to  administer  to  a  man  so  kind,  though  at  times  so 
boisterous,  when  he  seized  your  hand,  and  repeated,  'Ay,  Sir,  but 
to  die  and  go  *ve  know  not  where','  &c. — here  his  morbid  melan- 
choly prevailed,  and  Garrick  never  spoke  so  impressively  to  the 
heart.  Yet,  10  set-  him  in  the  evening  (though  he  took  nothing 
stronger  th.in  lemonade'),  a  stranger  would  have  concluded  that 
our  morning  account  was  a  fabrication.     No  hour  was  too  late 


the  Duke  of  Newj3«le.  Li/f,  iv.  63. 
Neither  Bc»w«Il  nor  any  of  Johnson's 
biognipbeiskncwofhis  second  inter- 
view with  the  kin);.    16.  ii.  4a,  1.  3. 

The  Adminl  must,  indeed,  have 
been  bappy  in  hia  son,  for  Mr-  Croker 
nys: — *I  have  heard  George  IV 
■peak  tnoot  highly  of  this  young 
Boyle  Wftlsinshun.'  Walpole*s  Let- 
ttrj,  yiii.  503  n, 

'  In  the  Gtntlematij  Mugasine, 
1774,  p.  473,  it  an  account  of  '  Elec- 
trical Kxperimcnts  by  Mr.  Kdward 
Navnie,  mad*  with  &  Machine  of  his 
own  Woiknunship.*  The  writer  says, 
*  [lie  discharges  of  an  electrical  b.aiery 
at  ducks,  cockt,  and  turkeys,  however 


curious  to  electricians,  are  pEiinful  la 
the  humane.' 

'  In  a.  book  entitled  Lard  Chesler- 
fitliti  IViuia'tmj,  1774,  p.  53,  this 
story  is  assigned  to  Quin, 

^  '  Hesaidto  SirjoshuaKeynolda, 
"  If  a  iniin  does  nol  make  nevv  ac- 
quaintance as  he  advances  throuKh 
life,  he  will  soon  find  himself  left 
alone.  A  man.  Sir,  should  keep  hit 
friend3hipme(»«J/'<Mr/#^^«*r."'  Li/if 
i.  3°o- 

'  Scc/m/,  p.  100,  where 'about  five 
in  the  ttiomin^  Johnson's  face  shone 
with  meridian  splendour,  though  hit 
drink  had  been  only  lemunade.' 

to 
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to  keep  him  from  the  tyranny  of  his  own  gloomy  thoughts. 
A  gentleman  venturing  to  say  to  Johnson, '  Sir,  I  wonder  some- 
limes  that  you  condescend  so  far  as  to  attend  a  city  club.'  '  Sir, 
the  great  chair  of  a  full  and  plea&ant  club  is,  perliaps,  the  throne 
of  human  felicity'.' 

I  had  not  the  honour  to  be  at  all  intimate  with  Jolmson  till 
about  the  time  he  began  to  publish  his  Lives  of  the  Poets;  and 
how  he  got  through  that  arduous  labour  is,  in  some  measure, 
still  a  mystery  to  mc :  he  must  have  been  greatly  assisted  by 
booksellers'.  I  had  some  time  before  lent  him  Euripides  with 
Milton's  manuscript  notes:  this,  though  he  did  not  minutely 
examine  (see  JoddrcVs  Euripides),  yet  he  very  handsomely  re- 
turned it,  and  mentioned  it  in  his  Life  of  Millon  *.  In  the 
course  of  conversation  one  day  I  dropped  out  to  him,  that  Lord 
Harhorough  (then  the  Rcv,*J  was  in  possession  of  a  very  valu- 
able collection  of  manuscript  poems,  and  that  amongst  them 
thcic  were  two  or  three  in  the  handwriting  of  King  James  I ; 
that  they  were  bound  up  handsomely  in  folio,  and  were  entitled 
SackxHliiS  Pcents-  These  he  solicited  me  to  borrow  for  him, 
and  Lord  Harhorough  very  kindly  intrusted  them  to  me  for 
his  perusal. 

Harris's  Hermes  was  mentioned.  I  said, '  I  think  the  book 
19  loo  abstruse;  it  is  heavy.'    '  It  is ;  but  a  work  oflliat  kind 


■  Cndoclc  misquotes  Hawkins 
f/tfj/,  p>  9C|— *A  tavern  chAir  is 
the  throne  of  human  felicity.'  See 
aUo  Uft,  ii.  45Z. 

'  Cradock,  I  suppose,  means  thai 
Ihey  lent  him  books,  and  supplied 
him  with  facts,  and  mH  ns  Mr.  Croker 
thinks  (ix.  243  n.)  that  they  assisted 
him  in  his  manuscript.  Tlius  he 
writes  to  John  Nichols  desiring  that 
'some  vohimes  published  of  I'rior's 
p-apers  in  two  vols.  Svo.  may  be  pro- 
cured." LilUrs,  ii.  130.  Another 
day  he  writes: — 'Mr.  Johnson  is 
obliged  to  Mr.  Nicol  \ttc\  for  his 


icotnmunication,  and  must  have  Ham- 
mond a^ain.  Mr.  Johoton  would  be 
glad  of  Blackmore's  Essays  for  a  few 
days."     Jb.  ii.  159, 

»  '  H  i  s  £-*ri/*;/«  is  by  M  r.Cradock'j 
kindness  now  in  my  hands ;  tlic  mar- 
gin is  sometimes  noted,  but  ]  ha\« 
found  nothing  remarkable.'  fVartt, 
vii.  114. 

'  When  J«liBson  was  writlne  the 
Livei  the  Kev.  Robert  Shenurd  was 
Earl  of  Harhorough,  for  it  was  id 
1770  that  he  succeeded  his  brother, 
whu,  in  spite  of  iniirtying  four  limes, 
left  no  heir.    Burke's  Pteragt. 

must 
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must  be  heavy '.'  '  A  rather  dull  man  of  my  acquaintance  asked 
mc,'  said  [,  'to  lend  him  some  book  to  entertain  him,  and 
1  offered  him  Harris's  Hermes,  and  as  I  expected,  from  the  title, 
he  took  it  for  a  novel ;  when  he  returned  it,  I  asked  him  how  he 
liked  it,  and,  what  he  thought  of  it  ?  "Why,  to  speak  the  truth," 
says  he,  "  I  was  not  much  diverted  ;  I  think  all  these  imitations 
of  Tristram  Shandy  fall  far  short  of  the  original  I'"  This  had  its 
effect,  and  almost  produced  from  Johnson  a  rhinocerous  laugh*. 

One  of  Dr.  Johnson's  rudest  speeches  was  to  a  pompous 
gentleman  coming  out  of  Lichfield  cathedral,  who  said,  '  Dr. 
Johnson, we  have  had  a  most  excellent  discourse  to-day  !'  'That 
may  be,'  said  Johnson ;  '  but,  it  is  imposeiblc  that  you  should 
know  it' 

Of  his  kiadness  to  me  during  the  last  years  of  his  most 
valuable  life,  1  could  enumerate  many  instances.  One  slight 
circumstance,  if  any  were  wanting,  would  give  an  excellent  proof 
of  the  goodness  of  his  heart,  and  that  to  a  person  whom  he 
found  in  distress.  In  such  a  cisc  he  was  the  veiy  last  man  that 
would  have  given  even  the  least  momentary  uneasiness  to  any 
one,  had  he  been  aware  of  it.  The  last  time  I  saw  him  was  just 
before  I  went  to  France.  He  said,  with  a  deep  sigh,  '  I  wish 
I  was  going  with  you.'  He  had  just  then  been  disappointed  of 
going  to  Italy'.  Of  all  men  I  ever  knew.  Dr.  Johnson  was  the 
most  instructive. 


■  AiUtt  i.  187. 

*  For  loy  own  part.  I  like  Harris's 
trritings  much.  Bal  Tonkc  thought 
nkCAnlyof  tbctn;  hewould»y,"Lord 
Malmcsbury  is  aa  great  a  fool  iw  kis 

father"  [Ilznis  was  ihe  father  of  the 
first  Earl  of  Malmesbury).'  Rogers's 
Ta^t  Taii,^.  11$. 

*  '  Johnson's  luugh  was  a  kind  of 
good-huniotuTd  growl.    Tom  Davies 


described  it  droHy  enough :  "  He 
kugtis  iikt  a  rhinoceros."*  U/e, 
ii.  378. 

'  Cradock  started  for  Italy  on 
Oct  39,  1783.  Johnstm  was  dis- 
appointed of  going  there  in  1776. 
I-iff,  iii.  27.  There  was  som-e  project 
of  hi»  going  in  1780  and  1781  (Lct- 
iers,  ii.  i<^i),  and  again  in  1784. 
JJ/t,  iv.  336. 


ANECDOTES 
BY  RICHARD  CUMBERLAND 


[From  Memoirs  of  Richard  Cumberland,  written  by  himself- 
a  vols.  London,  iHo?. 

Johnson,  writing  to  Mrs.  Thrile,  who  was  at  Brighton,  says : — 
'The  want  of  company  is  an  inconvenience,  but  Mr.  Cumberland 
is  a  million.*  Letters.  '\\.  iii.  There  is  nothing  in  Boswcll  to 
show  that  Cumberland  was  much  with  Johnsoa  Northcotc  told 
Hailitt  that  Johnson  and  his  friends  'never  admitted  him  as  one 
of  the  set;  Sir  Joshua  did  not  invite  him  to  dinner.'  CanversatioHS 
of  Nortkcote,  p.  3^5. 

Rogers  described  him  as '  a  most  agreeable  companion,  end 
a  very  entertaining  convcrscr.  His  theatrical  anecdotes  were 
related  with  infinite  spirit  and  humour.'     Rogers's  7'alrlt  Talk, 

'  1  once  (says  W.  Maltby)  dined  at  Dilly's  with  Parr, 
Friestley,  Cumberland,  and  some  other  distinguished  people. 
Cumberland,  who  belonged  to  the  family  of  the  Rlandishes,  be- 
praised  Priestley  to  his  face,  and  after  he  had  lefl  the  party  spoke 
of  him  very  disparagingly.  This  excited  Parr's  extremest  wrath- 
When  I  met  him  a  few  days  after  he  said: — 'Only  think  of 
Mr-  Cumberland  !  that  he  should  have  presumed  to  talk  tefore 
nte,— -before  me.  Sir — in  such  terms  of  »y  friend  Dr.  Priestley! 
Pray,  Sir,  let  Mr.  Dilly  know  my  opinion  of  Mr.  Cumberland — 
that  his  ignorance  is  equalled  only  by  his  impertinence,  and  that 
both  are  exceeded  by  his  malice.'     /d.  p,  314. 

Sir  VV'altcr  Scott  thus  writes  of  Cumberland  : — 'January  12, 
i8a6. — Mathews  last  night  gave  us  a  very  perfect  imitation  of 

old 
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old  Cumberland,  who  carried  the  poetic  jealousy  and  irritability 
farther  than  any  man  I  e\-cr  saw.  He  was  a  great  flatterer,  too, 
the  o)d  rogue.  ...  A  vcr>'  high-bred  man  in  point  of  manners  in 
society.*     Lockhart's  Scott,  cd.  1839,  vUi.  193. 

In  his  Biegraphkal  Memoirs  (ed.  i8_^4,  iii.  32?)  Seott  adds : 
'In  the  little  pettish  sub-acidity  of  temper  which  Cumberland 
sometimes  exhibited  there  xvas  more  of  humorous  sadness  than 
of  ill-will,  either  to  his  critics  or  his  contemporaries.  .  .  .  These 
imperfections  detract  nothing  from  the  character  of  the  man  of 
worth,  the  scholar  and  the  gentleman.' 

For  his  jealousy  see  Letters,  n.  1 12,  115,  132.  His  grave  in 
Westminster  Abbey  is  close  to  Johnson's. 

His  anecdotes  must  be  received  with  ^eat  distrust.  His 
account  of  the  dinner  before  the  first  night  of  She  Stoops  to 
Conquer,  at  which  Johnson  took  the  chair,  is  so  manifestly 
'a  romance ' — to  u.sc  Mr.  Foristcr's  words — thai  1  have  not 
quoted  it.  Sec  Cumberland's  Mrmoirs.  x.  yt-j,  and  Forstcr's 
Goldsmith,  ed.  1871,  ii.  339-J 


Who  will  say  that  Johnson  himself  would  have  been  such 
a  champion  in  literature,  such  a  front-rank  soldier  in  the  fields 
of  fame,  if  he  had  not  been  pressed  into  the  service,  and  driven 
on  to  gtofy  with  the  bayonet  of  sharp  necessity  pointed  at  his 
back?  If  fortune  haxi  turned  him  into  a  field  of  clover,  he  would 
have  laid  down  and  rolled  in  it.  The  mere  manual  labour  of 
writing  would  not  have  allowed  his  lassitude  and  love  of  ease  to 
have  taken  the  pen  out  of  the  inkhorn  '.  unless  the  cravings  of 


'  '  1  aUow{>nid  Johnson)  you  may 
have  pleasure  from  writing,  nfter  it 
IB  over,  if  you  have  written  well; 
but  yoo  dtvn't  go  willingly  to  it 
agMa.*    Li/€,  iv.  %\<i. 

'  There  is  not  a  mure  painrul  actioa 
ofthe  mind  than  invention.'  Addison 
ID  7^  Spectator,  Na  467. 

'  His  diliy  iwect 

He  loathed    mucb   to  write,   nc 
cared  to  rep«at.' 
C»sUt  f/Jmioltnet,  oanto  i.  stanza  68, 

'  Reading,  Mr.  Gnty  hnt  often  told 
me,  was  much  more  agreeable  to  him 


than  writin)!:.'    Mason's  Cray,  ii.  35. 

'  f  am,'  wrolc  H  ume  la  Straban, 
'  perhaps  the  only  author  you  ever 
knew  who  gratuitously  employed 
gtcac  industry  in  conccting  a  work 
of  which  he  ha,%  fully  iLlicnuted 
llie  properly.'  LtltfTi  of  Hamt  to 
Sirahan,  p.  183. 

Of  Pope,  Johnson  wrote:— 'To 
make  verses  was  his  tirst  labour, 
and  to  metid  them  was  his  last.  .  .  . 
He  was  one  of  those  few  whose 
labour  is  their  pleasure'  WorkSt 
viii.  331.    See  9^vipoU,  p.  90. 

hunger 


74  Anecdotes  by  Richard  Cumberland. 

hunger  had  reminded  tiim  that  he  must  fill  the  sheet  before  he 
saw  the  table  cloth.  He  might  indeed  have  knocked  down 
Osbourne  for  a  blockhead,  but  he  would  rot  have  knocked  him 
dowo  with  a  folio  of  his  own  writing'.  He  would  perhaps  have 
been  the  dictator  of  a  club,  and  wherever  he  sat  down  to  con- 
versation, there  mu^t  have  bci:n  that  splash  of  strong  bold 
thought  about  him,  that  wc  might  still  have  had  a  collectanea 
after  his  death ;  but  of  prose  I  guess  not  much,  of  works  of  labour 
none,  of  fancy  perhaps  something  more,  especially  of  poetry, 
which,  under  favour,  I  consider  was  not  his  tower  of  strength. 
I  think  we  should  have  had  his  Rassflas  at  all  events,  for  he 
was  likely  enough  to  have  written  at  Voltaire,  and  brought 
the  question  to  the  test,  if  infidelity  is  any  aid  to  wit'. 
An  orator  he  must  have  been ;  not  improbably  a  parliamen- 
tarian, and,  if  such,  certainly  an  oppositionist,  for  he  preferred 
to  talk  against  the  tide.  He  would  indubitably  have  been  no 
member  of  the  Whig  Club,  no  partisan  of  Witkcs,  no  friend  of 
Hume,  no  believer  in  Macphcrson ;  he  would  have  put  up 
prayers  for  early  rising,  and  laid  in  bed  all  day,  and  with  the 
most  active  resolutions  possible  been  the  most  indolent  mortal 
living.     (Volume  i.  p,  353.) 

Alas!  I  am  not  fit  to  paint  his  character:  nor  is  there 
need  of  it ;  Eiiam  tMortuus  loquitur*:  every  man,  who  can  buy 
a  book,  has  bought  a  BosweU;  Johnson  is  known  to  all  the 
reading  world.  I  also  knew  him  well,  respected  him  highly, 
loved  him  sincerely:  it  was  never  my  diance  to  see  him  in 
those  moments  of  moroscness  and  ill  humour,  which  are  im- 
puted to  him,  perhaps  with  truths  for  who  would  slander  him  ? 
Hut  I  am  not  warranted  by  any  experience  of  those  humours  to 
speak  of  him  otherwise  than  of  a  friend,  who  always  met  me 
with  kindness,  and  from  whom  I  never  separated  without  regret. 
• — When  I  sought  his  company  he  had  no  capricious  excuses  for 
withholding  it,  but  lent  himself  to  every  invitation  with  cordiality, 
and  brought  good  humour  with  him,  that  gave  life  to  the  circle 

'  Ante,  i.  304,  3S1.  tKdt.    Uft,  \.  343  ;  Letttrs,  \.  79  n. 

*   CttmberlAnd    wrongly   thought  '  '  Mt  b«ing  dciid  yet  spcaketb.' 

^bJARoiitlat  was  an  answer  to  Catt-       Hcb,  xi.  4. 

he 


be  was  in.  He  presented  himself  alw^tys  in  his  fashion  of 
apparel ;  a  brown  coat  with  metal  buttons,  black  waistcoat 
and  worsted  stockings,  with  a  flowing  bob  wig'  was  the  style  of 
his  wardrobe,  but  tliey  were  in  perfectly  good  trim ',  and  with 
the  ladies,  which  he  generally  met,  he  had  nothing  of  the 
slovenly  philosopher  about  him ;  he  fed  heartily,  but  not  vora- 
ciously', and  was  extremely  courteous  in  his  commendations  of 
any  dish  that  pleased  his  palate ;  he  suffered  his  next  neigh- 
bour to  squeeze  the  China  oranges*  Into  his  wine  glass  after 
dinner,  which  else  percliancc  lud  gone  aside,  and  trickled  into 
his  shoes,  for  the  good  man  had  neither  straight  sight  nor  steady 
nerves. 

At  the  tea  tabic  he  had  considerable  demands  upon  his 
favourite  beverage,  and  I  remember  when  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds 
at  my  house  reminded  him  that  he  had  drank  eleven  cups,  he 
replied — '  Sir,  I  did  not  count  your  glasses  of  wine ',  why  should 
>'0U  number  up  my  cups  of  tea  ?'  And  then  laughing  in  perfect 
good  humour  he  added — 'Sir,  I  should  have  released  the  lady 


'  Johnson  defines  a  bofnoig  as  a 
tkart  ttfi'g,  so  th£ityf(*»/«f  seems  an 
iacoiuistcal  cpilhcu 

'  Cumberland  could  only  have 
knownlim  after  his  dress  had  been 
impioved  by  associating  »ith  the 
Tbrales.  Life,  m.  335.  Johnson 
tetmi  to  thovr  how  regardlt^ss  he 
was  of  dress  by  his  note  on  A'l'irf 
yoAff,  Act  iv.  ic  3,  where  Hubert 
describes  a  smith, 
'Standing  on  slippers,  which  his 
nimble  hnstc 

Had  EUscly  thiutt  upon  contrary 
fecl.- 

On  this  Johnson  remarks  :^ 
<  ShatcespesTc  leems  10  have  con- 
founded a  man's  thocs  with  his 
kIovcs.  He  that  is  flighted  or  bunicd 
may  pot  his  hand  into  the  wrong 
glove,  but  ellher  shoe  will  equally 
admit  eitlier  foot.  The  authour  seems 

Cbed  by  the  disorder  which 
s."  Johnson'islipperswere 


'  This  is  at  variance  with  the  ac- 
counts of  Boswcll  I  U/it,  i.  468  ;  iv.  7a) 
and  Hawkins  {Pott,  y.  loj). 

'Violent  hunger,  though  upon 
many  occasions  not  only  natural, 
but  unavoidable,  is  always  indecent, 
and  to  eat  voraciously  Is  universally 
regarded  as  a.  piece  of  ill  manners.' 
Adam  Smith's  Moral  Sfti/imefiis, 
cd.  leoi,  1.4;. 

•  Zirtr.  ii.  330. 

*  Johnsonwroteon Jan. 21,1775: — 
'  Reynolds  has  taken  too  much  to 
strong  liquor,  and  seems  to  delight 
in  his  new  character.'  Li/n,  ii.  393. 
'Sir  Joshua.  "You  have  sat  by 
quite  sober,  and  felt  an  envy  of  the 
happiness  of  those  who  were  drink- 
ing." Johnson.  "  Perhaps  con- 
tempi,""  /6.  iii.  41,  ^SiR  Joshua. 
"  At  first  the  taste  of  wine  was  dis- 
agreeable to  me;  but  I  brought  my- 
self to  drink  it,  that  I  might  be  like 
other  people.'    Ii.  iii.  339. 

from 
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from  any  further  trouble,  if  it  had  not  been  for  your  remark ; 
but  you  have  reminded  mc  that  I  want  one  of  the  dozen,  and 
1  must  request  Mrs.  Cumberland  to  round  up  my  number — " 
When  he  saw  the  readiness  and  complacency  with  which  my 
wife  obeyed  his  call,  he  turned  a  kind  and  cheerful  look  upon 
her  and  said — '  Madam,  I  must  tell  you  for  your  comfort  you 
have  escaped  much  better  than  a  certain  lady  did  awhile  ago, 
upon  whose  patience  I  intruded  greatly  more  than  I  have  done 
on  yours ;  but  the  lady  asked  mc  for  no  other  purpose  but  to 
make  a  Zany  of  me,  and  set  me  gabbling  to  a  parcel  of  people 
I  knew  nothing  of;  so,  Madam.  I  had  my  revenge  of  her;  for 
I  swallowed  five  and  twenty  cups  of  her  tea*,  and  did  not  treat 
her  with  as  many  words.'  I  can  only  say  my  wife  would  have 
made  tea  for  him  as  long  as  the  New  lUver  could  have  supplied 
her  with  water. 

It  was  on  such  occasions  he  was  to  be  seen  in  his  happiest 
moments;  when  animated  by  the  cheering  attention  of  friends, 
whom  he  liked,  he  would  give  full  scope  to  those  talents  for 
narration,  in  which  I  verity  think  he  was  unrivalled  both  in  the 
brilliancy  of  hLs  wit,  the  flow  of  his  humour,  and  the  encigy  of 
his  language.  Anecdotes  of  limes  past,  scenes  of  his  own  life, 
and  characters  of  humourists,  enthusiasts,  crack-brained  pro- 
jectors and  a  variety  of  strange  beings,  that  he  had  chanced 
upon,  when  detailed  by  him  at  length,  and  gariilshcJ  with  those 
episodical  remarks,  sometimes  comic,  sometimes  grave,  which 
he  would  throw  in  with  infinite  fertility  of  fancy,  were  a  treat, 
which  though  not  always  to  be  purchased  by  five  and  twenty 
cups  of  tea.  I  have  often  had  the  happiness  to  enjoy  for  less 
than  half  the  number.     He  was  easily  led  into  topics' ;  it  was 


'  The  numbw  of  the  cups  no  dnubt 
grew  in  (he  stories  about  Johnson. 
Lord  Eldan  said  that  his  wife  'had 
herself  helped  him  one  evening  to 
fificcn cups.'  Twiss's£"/u'ff«.ed.r846, 
i.  65,  Sec  /flj/,  p.  105,  «.  4,  for 
Lady  M^dcod's  helping  him  t«  six- 
teen. Cumberland,  at  one  bold  leap, 
raises  the  number  to  iw^niy-ttve. 
For  the  price  of  tea  see  ante,  i.  135. 
A  South  Carolinian  kdy  whose  sons 


were  at  school  in  England  wrote  to 
a  friend  in  1759:— 'At  Whitsuntide 
they  used  to  malce  the  housekeeper 
[of  the  school]  the  present  of  a  guinea 
tor  a  pound  of  lea.'  Elixa  Pmckney, 
by  H.  H.  Kavenel,  New  York,  18^6, 
p.  181. 

'  For  Johnson's  not  sCcuting  a  sub- 
ject flf  talk  see  ante^  i.  390 ;  Life^  iit. 
307,  f».  3  i  iv.  304,  n.  4. 

not 
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not  easy  to  turn  him  from  them  ;  but  who  would  wish  it  ?  If 
a  man  wanted  to  show  himself  off  by  getting  up  and  riding  upon 
him,  he  was  sure  to  run  restive  and  kick  him  oft;  you  might  as 
safely  have  backed  Bucephalus,  before  Alexander  had  lunged '  him. 
Neither  did  he  always  like  to  be  over-fondled  ;  when  a  certain 
gentleman  out-acted  his  part  in  this  way,  he  is  said  to  have 
demanded  of  him — '  What  provokes  your  ri>ibility,  Sir?  Have 
[  said  anything  that  you  understand  ? — Then  I  ask  pardon  of 
the  rest  of  the  company — '  But  this  is  Henderson's  anecdote 
of  him.  and  I  won't  swear  he  did  not  make  it  himself'.  The 
fotlowing  apology  however  I  myself  drew  from  him,  when  speak- 
ing of  his  tour  1  observed  to  him  upon  some  passages  as  rather 
too  sharp  upon  a  country  itnd  people  who  had  entertained  him 
so  handsomely — 'Do  you  think  so.  Cumbcy'?'  he  replied. — 
*  Then  I  give  you  leave  to  say,  and  you  may  quote  me  for  it, 
that  there  &rc  more  gentlemen  la  Scotland  than  there  are 
shoes  ^' 

The  expanse  of  matter,  which  Johnson  had  found  room  for  in 
his  intellectual  storehouse,  the  correctness  with  whicli  he  had 
assorted  il.  and  the  readiness  with  which  he  could  turn  to  any 
article  that  he  wanted  to  make  present  use  of^  were  the  pro- 
perties in  him  which  I  contemplated  with  the  most  admiration. 
Some  have  called  him  a  savage;  they  were  only  so  far  right  in 
the  resemblance,  as  that,  like  the  savage,  he  never  came  into 
suspicious  comp.iny  without  his  spear  in  his  hand  and  his  bow 
and  quiver  at  his  back.  In  quickness  of  intellect  few  ever 
equalled  him.  in  profundity  of  erudition  many  have  surpassed 
him.  I  do  not  think  he  had  a  pure  nnd  classical  taste,  nor  was 
apt  to  be  best  pleaded  with  the  best  authors*,  but  as  a  general 


*  7>  fifnge  is  not  in  Johnson's 
Dictionary. 

*  Cnmberland  tells  it  also  in  bis 
'Obterver,  No.  as-  Sec  Lift^  iv.  64, 
m.,  2.  John  Henderson,  the  actor, 
no  doubt  is  meant,  who,  as  a  mimic, 
'  did  Boi  represent  Johnson  correctly.' 
IJ/e,  ii.  3a6,  «.  s- 

'  For  Johnson's  abbreviations  of 
his  friends'  names  see  Lift,  ii.  258. 

*  At  Elgin  he  noted  that  'a  very 


great  proportion  of  the  people  are 
barefoot.'     Lttlfrs,  i.  239. 

'  'Sir  Joshua  observed  to  me  the 
cxlruordinaiy  promptitude  wiihwliich 
Johnson  flew  upon  an  argument.' 
U/e,  ii.  365. 

*  Mrs.  LartCf's  father  wrote  to  her 
of  Johnson  in  1738 :— '  1  a  little  sus- 
pect ht$  jucttfineni  if  he  is  very  fond 
of    Martial*     Pennington's    Carttr, 

scholar 
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scholar  he  ranks  very  high.  When  I  would  have  consulted  him 
upon  certain  points  of  literature,  whilst  I  was  making  my  collec- 
tions from  the  Greek  dramatists  for  my  essays  in  The  Observer, 
he  candidly  acknowledged  that  his  studies  had  not  lain  amongst 
them,  and  certain  it  is  there  is  very  little  shew  of  literature  in 
his  Ramblers,  and  in  the  passf^e,  where  he  quotes  Aristotle,  he 
has  not  correctly  given  the  meaning  of  the  original '.    (Volume  i. 

'  Rambler,  No,  139. 


EXTRACTS 

FROM  SIR  JOHN  HA  WKINS'S  LIFE 

OF  JOHNSON 


[According  to  Miss  Hawkins  {^femoirs,  i.  158)  Strahan  and 
Cadcll  called  on  her  father,  in  the  name  of  the  booksellers, '  who 
meant  to  collect  and  publish  Johnson's  works,  and  had  com- 
missioned them  to  ask  lum  to  write  the  Life,  and  to  oversee  the 
whole  publication.     They  offered  him  ;^ioo.' 

For  Boswell's  account  of  Hawkins's  book  see  Li/e^  i.  26. 

'Sir  John  Hawkins  was  originally  bred  a  lawyer,  in  which 
profession  he  did  not  succeed.  Having  married  a  gentlewoman 
who  by  her  brother's  death  proved  a  considerable  fortune  he 
bought  a  house  at  Twickenham,  intending  to  give  himself  up 
to  his  studies  and  music,  of  which  he  was  very  fotid.  He  now 
commenced  a  justice  of  peace:  and  being  a  ver}*  honest  moral 
raan,  but  of  no  brightness,  and  very  obstinate  and  contentious, 
he  grew  hated  by  the  lower  class  and  vcr>-  troublesome  to  the 
gentry,  with  whom  he  went  to  law  both  on  public  and  private 
causes  ;  at  the  same  time  collecting  materials  indcfatigably  for 
a  History  of  Music*  Horace  Walpole's  yournal  of  the  Re^n 
of  George  III,  \.  421. 

Horace  Waipole,  writing  on  Dec.  3,  1 776,  of  Hawkins's  History 
0/ Music,  ssys  {Letters,  vj.  395): — 'I  have  been  three  days  at 
Strawberry  and  have  not  seen  a  creature  but  Sir  John  Hawkins's 
five  volumes,  the  two  last  of  which,  thumping  as  they  are, 
I  literally  did  read  in  two  days.  They  arc  old  books  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  very  old  books ;  and  what  is  new  is  like 
old  books  too,  that  is,  full  of  minulc  facts  lliat  delight  anti- 
quaries. . .  .  My  friend,  Sir  John,  is  a  matter-of-fact-man,  and 
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does  now  and  then  stoop  very  low  in  quest  of  game.  Then 
he  is  so  exceedingly  religious  and  grave  as  to  abhor  mirth, 
except  il  is  primed  in  the  old  black  letter,  and  then  he  calls  the 
most  vulgar  ballad  pleasant  and  full  of  humour.  lie  thinks 
nothing  can  be  sublime  but  an  anthem,  and  Handel's  choruses 
heaven  upon  cjirth.  However  he  writers  with  great  moderation, 
temper  and  good  sense,  and  the  book  is  a  very  valuable  one. 
I  have  begged  his  Austerity  to  rcla.>£  in  one  point,  for  he  ranks 
comedy  with  farce  and  pantomime.  Now  I  hold  a  perfect 
comedy  to  be  the  perfection  of  human  composition,  and  believe 
firmly  that  fifty  Iliads  and  ./^^eids  could  be  written  sooner  than 
such  a  character  as  FalstafTs.' 

On  Feb.  3«,  1782,  Walpole  WTOtc  to  Mason  [fb.  viii.  169): — 
'  I  am  sorry  you  will  fall  on  my  poor  friend  Sir  John,  who  is 
a  most  inofTensive  and  good  being.  Do  not  wound  harmless 
simpletons,  you  who  can  gibbet  convicts  of  magnitude.'  Mason 
replied  that  '  Hawkins  has  shown  himself  petulant  and  imper- 
tinent in  several  parts  of  hi.s  history,  and  especially  on  the 
v_-subject  of  honest  John  Gay.'     fb.  p.  170, 

Bentham,  speaking  of  about  the  year  1767,  said: — '  I  liked  to 
go  to  Sir  John  Hawkins' :  he  used  to  talk  to  me  of  his  quarrels, 
and  he  was  aln'ays  quarrelling.  He  had  a  fierce  dispute  with 
Dr.  Hawkcsworth.  who  wrote  the  Adventurtr  and  managed  the 
Gctttlemans  lifa^asiuc,  which  he  called  his  Dragon.  He  had 
a  woman  in  his  house  with  red  hair ;  and  this  circumstance, 
of  which  Hawkins  availed  himself,  gave  him  much  advantage  in 
the  controversy.  Hawkins  was  alway  tormenting  mc  with  his 
disputatious  correspondence ;  always  wondering  how  there  could 
be  so  much  depravity  in  human  nature ;  yet  he  was  himself 
a  good-for-nothing  follow,  haughty  and  ignorant,  picking-  up 
little  anecdotes  and  little  bits  of  knowledge.  He  was  a  maa  of 
s^icnt  look.' 

'  Dr.  Percy  (writes  Malone)  concurred  with  every  other  person 
I  have  heard  speak  of  Hawkins,  in  saying  that  he  was  a  most 
detestable  fellow.  Dyer  knew  him  well  at  one  time,  and  the  Bishop 
heard  him  give  a  character  of  Hawkins  once  tliat  painted  him  in 
the  blackest  colours.  Dyer  said  that  he  knew  instances  of  his 
setting  a  husband  against  a  wife,  and  a  brother  against  a  brother; 

roinenting 


Hawkins's  Life  of  Johnson. 


ai 


fomenting  their  animosity  by  ajioiiymous  letters.  I  had  some 
con%'crsation  «Hth  Sir  J.  Reynolds  relative  to  both  Hawkins  and 
Dyer.  He  observes  that  Hawkins,  though  he  assumed  great 
outward  sanctity,  was  not  only  mean  and  grovelling  in  disposi- 
tion, but  absolutely  dishonest.  After  the  death  of  Dr.  Johnson, 
he.  as  one  of  his  executors,  laid  hold  of  his  watch  and  several 
trinkets,  coins,  &c.,  which  he  said  he  should  take  to  himself  for  his 
trouble.  ,  Sir  Joshua  and  Sir  VVm.  Scott,  the  other  executors, 
remonstrated  against  tliis,  and  with  great  difficulty  compelled  him 
to  give  up  the  watch,  which  Dr.  Johnson's  servant,  Francis 
Barber,  now  has ;  but  the  coins  and  old  pieces  of  money  they 
could  never  get.  i  The  executors  had  several  meetings  relative 
to  the  business  of  their  trust.  Hawkins  was  paltry  enough  to 
bring  them  in  a  bill,  charging  his  coach  hire  for  every  time 
they  met.  With  all  this  meanness,  if  not  dishonesty,  he  was 
a  regular  churchman,  a.-isuming  the  character  of  a  most  rigid 
and  sanctimonious  ccnsurcr  of  the  lightest  foibles  of  others.  He 
never  lived  in  any  real  intimacy  with  Dr.  Johnson,  who  never 
opened  his  heart  to  him,  or  had  in  fact  any  accurate  knowledge 
of  his  character.'    Prior's  Afalone,  p.  436. 

Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  perlups  had  Hawkins  in  his  mind 
when  he  said  that  'Johnson  appeared  to  have  little  suspicion  of 
hypocrisy  in  religion.'    Lift^  i.  41**,  «. 

Th.it  the  two  men  were  not  intim-ite  is  confirmed  by  Boswell's 
statement,  who  says: — '  I  never  saw  Sir  John  Hawkins  in 
Dr.  Johnson's  company  1  think  but  once,  and  I  am  sure  not 
above  twice.  Johnson  might  have  esteemed  him  for  his  decent, 
religious  demeanour  and  his  knowledge  of  books  and  literary 
history;  but  from  the  rigid  formality  of  his  manners  it  is  evident 
that  they  never  could  have  lived  together  with  companionable 
case  and  familiarity.'     /.ife,  i.  27. 

Johnson  himself  said  of  him: — 'As  to  Sir  John,  why  really 
I  believe  him  to  be  an  honest  man  at  the  bottom ;  but  to  be 
sure  he  is  penurious,  and  he  is  mean,  and  it  must  be  owned  he 
has  a  degree  of  brutality,  and  a  tendency  to  savageiic-ss,  that 
cannot  easily  be  defended.'     Mme.  D'Arblay's  Diary,  i.  65.  _ 

The  stor>'  of  the  watch  got  abroad,  and  was  thus  sarcastically 
dealt  with  by  Forson  in  the  GtntUman's  M^asitK  for  Sept.  1787, 
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p.  7ji  (Porsons  Tracts,  p.  542);— 'In  the  Life  [by  Hawkins], 
p.  460,  461,  we  have  an  ample  description  of  a  watch  that 
Jfolinson  bought  for  seventeen  guineas;  but,  just  as  we  expect 
some  important  consequence  from  this  solemn  introduction,  the 
history  breaks  off,  and  suddenly  opens  another  subject.  Now, 
Mr.  Urban,  some  days  ago  I  picked  up  a  printed  octavo  leaf, 
seemingly  cancelled  and  rejected,  tt  was  so  covered  with  mud 
and  dirt  that  I  could  only  make  out  part  of  it,  which  I  here  send 
you,  submitting  it  to  better  judgment,  whether  this  did  not 
originally  fill  the  chasm  that  every  reader  of  taste  and  feeling 
must  at  once  perceive  in  the  history  of  the  watch.  It  is  mote 
difficult  to  find  a  reason  why  it  was  omitted.  But  I  am  per- 
suaded that  the  person  who  is  the  object  of  Sir  John's  satire  ft-as 
so  hurt  at  the  home  truths  contained  in  it,  that  he  tampered  with 
the  printers  to  have  it  suppressed. 


Fragment. 

'  And   here,  touching  this  watch  already  by  me 

mentioned,  I  insert  a  notable  instance  of  the  craft  and  scIfishQCss 
of  the  Doctor's  Negro  servant.  A  few  day.s  after  that  whereon 
Dr.  Johnson  died,  this  artful  fellow  came  to  me,  and  surrender^ 
the  watch,  saying  at  the  same  time,  that  his  master  had  delivered 
it  to  him  a  day  or  two  before  his  demise,  with  such  demeanour 
and  gestures  that  he  did  verily  believe  it  was  his  intention  that 
he,  namely  Frank,  should  keep  the  same.  Myself  knowing  that 
no  sort  of  credit  was  due  to  a  black  domestic  and  favourite 
servant,  and  withal  considering  that  the  wearing  thereof  would 
be  more  proper  for  mysdf,  and  that  I  had  got  nothing  by  my 
trust  of  executor  save  sundry  old  books,  and  coach-hire  for 
journeys  during  the  discharge  of  the  said  office ;  and  further 
reflecting  on  what  I  have  occasion  elsewhere  to  mention,  los- 
that,  since  the  abolishing  general  warrants,  temp.  Geo,  fit',  no 


'  On  April  30,  1763,  Wilkes  had 
been  arrested  on  '  a  general  warrant 
directed  to  four  messengers  \o  take 
up  any  persons  without  naming  or 
describing  them  with  any  certainty, 
uid  to  bring  them,  together  with  their 


papers.'  Sudi  a  warrant  as  tkii 
Chief  justice  Pratt  (Lord  Camden) 
declared  to  b«  'unc<m»tituttonal,  <&• 
legal,  and  absolutely  void.'  The 
messengers '  broke  open  every  clo*ci. 
bareau,  and  ibawer  in  Mr.  Wilket's 

good 
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good  articles  in  this  branch  can  be  had  any  longer  in  England, 
I  took  the  watch  from  him,  intending  to  have  it  appraised  by 
my  Ott*n  jeweller,  a  very  honest  and  expert  artificer,  and,  in  so 
doing,  to  have  bought  It  as  cheap  as  I  could  for  myself,  let  it 
cost  what  it  wo»ild.  Upon  my  signifying  this  my  intention  to 
Frank,  the  impudent  Negro  said, "  he  plainly  saw  there  was  no  good 
intended  for  him ' ;  "  and  in  anger  left  me.  He  then  posted  to 
my  colleagues,  the  other  executors ;  and  there  being  in  the 
people  of  this  country  a  general  propensity  to  humanity,  notwith- 
standing all  my  exertions  to  counteract  the  same  both  tn  writing* 
and  otherwise  ;  this  being  the  caM:,  I  say,  he  had  found  means  to 
prepossess  them  so  entirely  in  hi-s  favour  that  they  snubbed  me, 
and  insistcxl  with  mc  that  1  should  make  rcsttlution.  Finally, 
thoi^h  perhaps  I  should  not  have  been  nude  amenable  to  any 
known  judicature  by  keeping  the  watch,  I  consented,  being  com- 
pelled thereto,  to  let  this  worthless  fellow  retain  that  testimony 
of  his  Riaster's  ill-directed  benevolence  in  extremis  \' 

Malonc  wrote  to  Lord  Charlemont  on  Nov.  7, 1787  : — 'You 
perhaps  have  not  heard  of  a  very  curious  fact.  Sir  John  wanted 
to  cheat  poor  Frank,  Johnson's  servant,  of  a  gold  u-atch  and  cane, 
and  Frank,  not  choosing  to  lose  them,  from  that  time  became 
as  black  again  as  he  was  before.'  Hist.  MSS.  Cent.,  Thirteenth 
Report,  App.  viii.  6a.] 


There  dwelt  at  Lichfield  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Butt, 
the  father  of  the  reverend  Mr.  Butt,  now  a  King's  Chaplain*,  to 
whose  house  on  holidays  and  in  school -vacations  Johnson  was 
ever  welcome.  The  children  in  the  family,  perhaps  offended 
with  the  rudeness  of  his  behaviour,  would  frequently  call  him 


house.'  Person  implies  that  in  such 
a  scardi  as  this  a  man's  watch  might 
be  cankd  oflT.  See  Amiuitl  Regisltr, 
1763,  i.  IJS ;  Altnon'i  AfftM/urt  of 
Wilkta,  \.  to7  ;  Doswell'syi^AMf^ff,  11. 
72,  and  LetUrs  n/  Hume  to  Sfnt^aa, 
f.307. 

•  A  quotation  from   Hawkins,  p. 
604  m. 

G 


'  '  See  Sir  John's  pioofs  that  cvciy 
prisoner  ought  to  be  convicted,  and 
every  convict  hanged.  /App.  sai-3.' 
Aaff  hy  Person. 

'  A  quola.tioD  from  Hawkins,  pp. 
S99.  fios. 

'  A  Rev.  Mr.  Butt  attcndfd  John- 
son's funeral,    loiters  U.  434. 

2  the 
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Extracts  fmm 


the  great  boy,  which  the  father  once  overhearing,  said,  'you 
call  him  the  great  boy,  but  take  my  word  for  it,  he  will  one 
day  pro\'e  a  great  man  '." 

A  more  particular  character  of  him  while  a  schoolboy,  and  of 
his  behaviour  at  school,  1  find  in  a  i^aper  now  before  me,  written 
by  a  person  yet  living ',  and  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

'  Johnson  and  I  were,  in  early  life,  school-fellows  at  Lichfield, 
and  for  many  years  in  the  same  class.  As  his  uncommon 
abttittcs  for  learning  far  exceeded  us,  we  endeavoured  by  every 
boyish  piece  of  flattery  to  gain  his  assistance,  and  three  of  us, 
by  turns,  used  to  call  on  him  in  a  morning,  on  one  of  whose 
backs,  supported  by  the  other  two,  he  rode  triumphantly  to 
school.  He  never  associated  with  us  in  any  of  our  diversions, 
except  in  the  winter  when  the  ice  was  firm,  to  be  drawn  aloi:^ 
by  a  boy  barefooted.  His  ambition  to  excel  wa-s  great,  though 
his  application  to  books,  as  far  as  it  appeared,  was  very  trifling. 
I  could  not  oblige  him  more  than  by  sauntering  away  every 
vacation,  that  occurred,  in  the  Acids,  during  which  time  he  was 
more  engaged  in  talking  to  himself  than  his  companion.  Verses 
or  themes  he  would  dictate  to  his  favourites,  but  he  would  never 
be  at  the  trouble  of  writing  them.  His  dislike  to  business  w« 
so  great,  that  he  would  procrastinate  his  exercises  to  the  last 


'  Pttcy.wriling  of  Johnson  at  Stour- 
bridge SchonI,  says :— '  Here  his 
((Cnius  was  so  distinguished  that,  al- 
though little  better  than  a  school -boy, 
he  was  adniitleii  into  the  best  com- 
piinyof  the  place,. ind  had  no  common 
attention  paid  to  his  conversation  ; 
of  which  remarkable  instances  were 
long  remembered  there'  Anderson's 
Johnson,  cd.  1815,  p.  20. 

■  Edmund  Hector.     Ufe,  i.  47. 

BoEwcll  recoTdod  in  his  note-book 
In  March,  1776 :— '  Mr.  Hector, 
sui^con  at  Dinningham,  who  was 
at  school  with  him,  and  used  to  buy 
tans  wjih  hiin  of  Dame  Reid,  told 
me  that  he  bad  the  sume  extra- 
ordinary superiority  over  the  boys  of 
the  same  age  wiib.  himself  ttiat  tic 


has  now  over  men.  That  he  seemed 
to  Icam  by  intuition  the  contents  of 
any  book,  that  the  boys  submitted 
to  him,  and  paid  him  grcal  respect. 
.  ,  .  That  he  used  to  have  oatmeal 
porridge  for  breakfast.  Tliat  his 
father  was  a  very  sensible  man,  and 
very  successful  as  a  bookseller  and 
stationer— used  to  open  a  shop  ooce 
a  wmIc  at  liirmin^ham  ;  but  was  a 
loser  by  a  manufaaurc  nf  parchmeM 
which  he  set  up.  That  hia  mother 
was  a  veo'  remarkable  woman  tor 
good  undcrsLindinj;.  I  asked  htm 
if  she  w,i*  not  vain  of  Iicr  son.  Mr. 
Hector  said  she  had  too  much  good 
sense  to  be  vain,  but  she  knew  fact 
son's  value.'  Morrison  Auiografiti 
snd  Series,  i.  j6Jt. 

hour 
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hour.  I  have  known  him  af^er  .1  long  vacation,  in  which  we  wCK 
rather  sc\'crcly  tasked ',  return  to  school  an  hour  earlier  in  the 
morning,  and  begin  one  of  his  exercises,  in  which  he  purposely 
left  some  faults,  in  order  to  gain  time  to  finish  the  rest. 

I  never  knew  him  corrected  at  school,  unless  it  was  for  talking 
and  diveniog  other  boys  from  their  business,  by  which,  perhaps, 
he  might  hope  to  keep  his  ascendancy.  He  was  uncommonly 
inquisitive,  and  his  memory  so  tenacious,  that  whatever  he  read 
or  heard  he  never  forgot.  I  remember  rehearsing  to  him  eighteen 
verses,  which  after  a  little  pause  he  repeated  verbatim,  except 
oDe  epithet,  which  improved  the  line. 

After  a  long  absence  from  Lichfield,  when  he  returned  T  was 
apprehensive  of  something  wrong  in  his  constitution-',  which 
might  either  impair  his  intellect  or  endanger  his  life,  but,  thanks 
to  Almighty  God,  my  fears  have  proved  false.'    (Page  6.) 

[When  Johnson  was  at  Pembroke  College^]  the  want  of  that 
assistance,  which  scholars  in  genera!  derive  from  their  parents, 
relations,  and  friends.soon  became  visible  in  his  garb  and  appear- 
ance, which,  though  in  some  degree  concealed  by  a  scholar's 
gown,  and  that  we  know  is  never  deemed  the  less  honourable 
for  being  old,  was  so  apparent  as  to  excite  pity  in  some  that 
saw  and  noticed  him.  He  had  scarce  any  change  of  raiment, 
and,  in  a  short  time  after  Corbet*  left  him,  but  one  pair  of 
shoeSf  and  those  so  old,  that  his  feet  were  seen  through  them : 
a  gentleman  of  his  college,  the  father  of  an  eminent  clergyman 
now  living,  directed  a  servitor  one  morning  to  place  a  uew  pair 


'  ATUe,\.  161.  '  li/e,l.f>^. 

*  J(^iiM>n  mainculaicd  on  Oct.  31, 
1758,  and  no  doubt  received  from 
the  Vice-chancellor  a  document 
stmibir  to  the  fotlowinj,  which  » 
peutcd  in  81  the  end  of  a  copy  of 
Paretbiilir  th-e  Exurpla  t  corpore 
Sf-tttti'rum  UHiitriilatis  Oxtmienris. 
It  was  shown  mc  by  Mr.  Viocr 
EtlU,  a  descendant  of  Johniton'scon- 
ttmponry  at  Pembiotce  10  whom  it 
bad  been  giv-cn. 

'  Oxoaia.  Dec.  14.  Anno  Domini 
1717. 


'  Quo  die  comparuit  coram  mc 
Joshua  EUis  c  Coll  I'embr  generosi 
fil  et  subscripsic  Aniculis  Fidci,  M 
Religioni* ;  et  juramenlum  sciscepit 
de  agnascenda  supreraa  Regiie  Majcs- 
liilis  potEsiatc;  ct  de  obscrvandis 
Stniuiis,  Frivilegiis  el  Consuctudini- 
bus  hujus  Univcrsitatis. 

•  Jo.  Mather,  Vice-Can.' 

William  Pill  entered  Trinity  Col- 
lege on  Jan.  10,  I?!?.  Gentltman'i 
Magiiane,  17S4,  p.  j. 

•  Li/t,  i.  58 ;  ante,  i.  Jfa. 
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at  the  door  of  Jolinson's  chamber,  who,  seeing  them  upon  his 
first  going  out,  so  Ear  forgot  himself  and  the  spirit  that  must 
have  actuated  his  unknown  benefactor,  that,  with  all  the  in- 
dignation of  an  insulted  man,  he  threw  them  away'.    (Page  lo.) 

In  this  course  of  learning,  his  favourite  objects  were  classical 
literature,  ethics,  and  thcoIog>-,  in  the  latter  whereof  he  laid  the 
foiudatioa  by  studying  the  Fathers'.  If  we  may  judge  from 
the  magnitude  of  his  Adversaria,  which  I  have  now  by  me  ',  his 


Jnhnson'sdiRicultteBDodoutit  were 
incrvaacd  t>y  the  gener^  deamets 
during  his  residence  at  College.  Tbe 
year  in  which  lie  entered.  1738,  whea.1 
Stood  higher  than  it  did  in  a  period 
of  more  tlian  fifty  yeirs.  1719  xlio 
wns  a  dear  ye.-ir.  IVealtA  o/IValionj, 
«d,  1811,  i.  3J9.  Sec  iwt/r,  i.  IS9, 
n.  I. 

'  *  He  told  me  what  he  read  soIiMy 
at  Oxford  was  Cireclc ;  .  .  .  that  ihc 
ftudy  of  which  he  was  the  moat  fond 
was  Metaphyaiclcs,  but  he  had  not 
read  much  even  in  that  way.'  JJ/t, 
i.70. 

ISoswcIE  recorded  in  his  note- 
book:—' Ashbourne,  20  Sept.  1777. 
Dr.  Johnson  told  me  that  he  had 
been  always  idle,  Thiit  his  moat 
determinate  application  had  heen 
within  these  ten  years  in  reading 
Greek.  That  the  reatling  which  he 
had  loved  mott  was  oietaphysicks ; 
but  that  he  had  not  read  much  even 
in  that  way.  That  he  very  early 
loved  to  read  poetry,  hiii  hardly  ever 
read  any  poem  to  an  end.  That  he 
read  in  Shakespeare  at  a  very  early 
time  of  life,  so  early  that  he  remem- 
hf_n  being  afraid  to  read  the  speech 
of  the  Gho^t  in  Hamlet  when 
alone.  That  Horace's  Odis  have 
been  the  composition  in  which  he 
h.-\B  taken  most  delight.'  MorriioH 
Autographi,  3nd  Series,  i.  373.  For 
his  Greek  see  tmte,  i.  185. 


"  See  Ufe,  \.  40;,  and  /»//,  p.  139, 

where  Hawkins  was  detected  tn 
pocketing  two  Tolumcs  in  Jobnwin's 
handwriting.  Some  volumes  he  either 
secreted,  «r  Johnson  nej^lected  to 
destroy,  when  he  burnt  his  private 
papers  ;  for  Hawkins  not  only  had 
these  Adversaria,  but  other  volunut 
of  a  much  more  private  nature,  wbicb 
he  thus  describes:  'To  enable  him 
at  limes  to  review  his  progress  ta 
life,  and  lo  cEiimatc  his  improvement 
in  religion,  he,  in  Ihc  year  1734,  be- 
gan to  note  down  the  tiansactioas  of 
each  day,  recollecting,  as  well  as  be 
was  able,  those  of  his  youth,  and 
interspersinj;  sudi  reflections  and 
resolutions  as,  under  particular  cii* 
cumstances,  he  was  induced  to  make 
This  register,  which  he  iuiilcd 
"  Annalcs,'*  docs  not  form  an  entire 
volume,  but  is  contained  in  a  variety 
of  little  books  folded  and  stitched 
togellicr  by  himself,  and  which  were 
found  mixed  with  bis  papers.  Some 
specimens  of  these  nouada  have 
been  lately  printed  with  his  praj-eM.' 
'  It  was  my  btisincss  (writes  Mis) 
Hawkins,  Mtmoirs,  i.  1S8)  to  select 
from  his  liiUe  txtoks  of  self-examini* 
tion,  which  came  into  ray  Eathcr't 
hands,  the  passages  that  should  be 
printed  as  specimens ;  and  1  rejected, 
as  subject  to  wild  sunnisea.  those 
which  contained  marks  known  only 
in  their  sign  ideations  by  hiaiwl£' 
See  also  Life,  iv.  406,  n.  \, 
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dy  was  a  very  extensive  one.  The  heads 
to  the  extent  of  six  folio  volumes,  arc  copiously  branched 
throughout  it ;  but,  as  is  generally  the  case  with  young  students, 
the  blank  far  exceed  in  number  the  written  leaves. 

To  say  the  truth,  the  course  of  his  studies  was  far  from 
regular :  he  read  by  fits  and  starts,  and,  in  the  intervals,  digested 
his  reading  by  meditation,  to  which  he  was  ever  prone.  Neither 
did  he  regard  the  hours  of  study,  farther  than  the  discipline  of 
the  college  compelled  him.  ft  was  the  practice  in  his  time,  for 
a  servitor,  by  order  of  the  Master,  to  go  round  to  the  rooms  of 
the  young  men,  and  knocking  at  the  door,  to  enquire  If  they 
were  uHthin,  and,  if  no  answer  was  returned,  to  report  them 
absent'.  Jolmson  could  not  aidure  this  intrusion,  and  would 
frequently  be  silent,  when  the  utterance  of  a  word  would  have 
insured  him  from  censure ;  and,  farther  to  be  revenged  for  being 
disturbed  when  he  was  profitably  employed  as  perhaps  he  could 
be,  would  join  with  others  of  the  young  men  in  the  college  in 
hunting,  as  they  called  it,  the  3er\'itor,  who  was  thus  diligent  in 
his  duty;  and  this  they  did  with  the  noise  of  pots  and  candle- 
sticks, singing  to  the  tune  of  Chcvy-chace,  the  words  in  that 
old  ballad, 

'To  driti-e  the  deer  with  hound  and  born,'  Sec, 


to 


\  seldom  to  the  endangering  the  life  and  limbs  of  the  unfor- 
tunate victim.    (Page  1 2.) 

It  was  wonderful  to  sec,  when  he  took  up  a  book,  w^th  what 
eagerness  he  perused,  and  uith  what  haste  his  eye  travelled 
over  it :  he  has  been  known  to  read  a  volume,  and  that  not 
a  small  one,  at  a  .sitting;  nor  was  he  inferior  in  the  power  of 
memory  to  him  with  whom  he  is  compared  [Magliabechi] ; 
whatever  he  read,  became  his  own  for  ever,  with  all  the  ad- 
vantages that  a  penetrating  judgment  and  deep  reflection  could 
add  to  it.     I  have  heard  him  repeat,  with  scarce  a  mistake  of 


*  Whildwld,  who  entered  the 
College  sooo  after  Johnson  left,  re- 
cords : — '  It  being  my  duly,  as  ser- 
vitor, io  my  torn  to  knocV  al  the 
idemeti*)  rooms  by  ten  at  night,  to 


see  who  were  in  their  rooms,  I 
tliought  ihi:  devil  would  appear  to 
inc  every  scair  I  wcnl  up.'  Tyerman'a 
WhUeJitld,  \.  ao. 

a  word 


A 
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a  word,  passages  from  Givouritc  authors,  of  three  or  four  octavo 
pages  in  length".     (Page  i6.) 

He  could  not.  at  this  early  period  of  his  life,  divest  himself  of 
an  opinion,  that  poverty  was  disgraceful ;  and  was  very  severe  in 
his  censures  of  cuconomy  in  both  our  universities,  which  exacted 
at  meals  the  attendance  of  poor  scholars,  under  the  several  de- 
nominations of  servitors  in  the  one,  and  sizers  in  the  other*: 
he  thought  that  the  scholar's,  like  the  christian  life,  levelled  all 
distinctions  of  rank  and  worldly  pre-eminence.     (Page  18.) 

Upon  his  leaving  the  university,  he  went  home  to  the  bouse  of 
his  father,  which  he  found  so  nearly  filled  with  his  relations,  that 
is  to  say,  the  maiden  sisters  of  his  mother  and  cousin  Cornelius 
Ford,  whom  his  father,  on  the  decease  of  their  brother  in  the 
summer  of  1 73 1  ^,  had  taken  in  to  board,  that  it  would  scarce 
receive  him.     (Page  19.) 

Cave  was  so  incompetent  a  Judge  of  Johnson's  abilities,  that, 
meaning  at  one  time  to  daz;tlc  him  with  the  splendour  of  some 
of  those  luminaries  in  literature  who  favoured  him  with  thor 
correspondence,  he  told  him  that,  if  he  would,  in  the  evening,  be 
at  a  certain  alehouse  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Clerkcn«'e]l,  he 
might  have  a  chance  of  seeing  Mr.  Browne'  and  another  or  two 
of  the    persons    mentioned    in   the   preceding   note:    Johnson 


'  AT*,  i.  39.4*. 

lAickhiut  gives  the  following  in- 
Slnnce  of  Scott's  nKinory.  '  Lord 
CorehouBc  repenting  a  [)hnLse.  re- 
markable only  for  its  absuidity,  from 
a  Magasinc  pocmof  ihc  very  silliest 
feebleness,  which  they  had  laughed 
lit  when  ac  College  together  [nearly 
fgity  years  earlier,]  Scott  began  at 
the  beginning,  and  gave  it  us  to  the 
end,  with  apparently  no  more  effort 
than  if  he  himself  had  composed  it 
the  day  before.'  Lockbart's  Scett, 
cd.  ifi39i  vii.  194. 

■  Servilars  in  Oiford,  siiare  in 
CBcnbridge.  In  the  manse  at  Catder, 
where  Johnson  visited  Lord  Mac- 


aulay's  great  uncle,  'be  gave  ansc- 
count  vf  the  education  at  Oxford  in 
all  its  gradalions,  The  advantage  of 
bein^  a  servitor  to  a  youth  of  litlie 
fortune  struck  Mrs.  Macaulay  ntudi.' 
Li/f,  V.  122. 

'  Nathaniel  Ford  died  in  1731; 
Cornelius  Ford  in  1734.  Notts  and 
Quen'et,  3lh  S.  xiii.  350.  Johnson 
left  Oxford  in  1729. 

*  Moses  Browne, '  ori^nally  a  poi- 
cutlcr,  was,  so  far  as  concerned  the 
poctic&J  part  of  it,  tlic  chief  support 
of  the  Gentleman's  Magaxinc,  wbkb 
he  fed  with  many  a  nourishing 
morsel.'    HatuJUns,  p.  46  m. 

He  became  a  clergyman  and  was 

accepted 


accepted  the  invitation ;  and  being'  introduced  by  Cave,  dressed 
in  a  loose  horseman's  coat,  and  such  a  great  bushy  uncombed 
wig  as  he  constantly  wore ',  to  the  sight  of  Mr.  Browne,  whom  he 
found  sitting  at  the  upper  end  of  a  long  table,  in  a  cloud  of 
tobacco-smoke,  had  his  curiosity  gratified. 

Johnson  saw  vcrj'  clearly  those  ofTetisive  particulars  that  made 
a.  part  of  Cave's  character ;  but,  as  he  was  one  of  the  most 
quick-sighted  men  I  ever  knew  in  discovering  the  good  and 
amiable  qualities  of  others,  a  faculty  which  he  has  displayed,  as 
well  in  the  life  of  Cave,  as  in  that  of  Savage,  printed  among 
his  works,  so  was  he  ever  inclined  to  palliate  their  defects;  and, 
though  he  was  above  courting  the  patronage  of  a  man,  whom,  in 
respect  of  his  mental  endowments  he  considered  as  his  inferior, 
he  disdained  not  to  accept  it,  when  tendered  with  any  degree  of 
complacency. 

And  this  was  the  general  tenor  of  Johnson's  behaviour ;  for, 
though  his  character  through  life  was  marked  with  a  rough- 
ness that  approached  to  ferocity,  it  was  in  the  power  of  almost 
every  one  to  ch.irm  him  into  mildness,  and  to  render  him  gentle 
and  placfd,  and  even  courteous,  by  such  a  patient  and  respectful 
attention  as  is  due  to  every  one,  who,  in  his  discourse,  signifies 
a  desire  cither  to  instruct  or  delight.  Bred  to  no  profession, 
without  relations,  friends,  or  interest,  Johnson  was  an  adventurer 
in  the  wide  worlds  and  had  his  fortunes  to  make ;  the  arts  of 
insinuation  and  address  were,  in  his  opinion,  too  slow  in  their 
operation  to  answer  his  purpose;  and,  he  rather  chose  to  display 
his  pans  to  all  the  world,  at  the  risque  of  being  thought  arro- 
gant, than  to  wait  for  the  assistance  of  such  friends  as  he  could 
make,  or  the  patronage  of  some  individual  that  had  power  or 
ui6ttcncc,  and  who  might  have  the  kindness  to  take  him  by  the 
hand,  and  lift  him  into  notice.  With  all  that  asperity  of  manners 


vicar  o(  Olney  twenty-four  years. 
He  was  bom  in  1704  and  died  in 
1787.    GeMtiewan't  Magasiiu,  178?, 

p.  932- 

'  I  retn«inber,'  writcsCowpcr,  'hear- 
ing Moecs  Urownc  say,  ihat  when 
he  bad  only  two  or  three  cbildrcn,  he 


thought  h«  should  have  been  dit- 
tracicd ;  but  when  he  had  icn  or  a 
dozen  he  was  perfectly  easy,  and 
thought  no  mare  about  tbc  matier.' 
Cowpers  IVuris,  ed.  1836,  iv.  154. 

'  Hawkins,  psit,  p.  10^,  describes 
this  wig. 

with 
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with  which  he  has  been  charged,  and  which  kept  at  a  distance 
many,  who,  to  my  knowletlge,  would  have  been  glad  of  an 
intimacy  with  him,  he  possessed  the  affections  of  pity  and  com- 
passion ill  a  most  eminent  degree.  In  a  mixed  company,  of 
which  1  was  one,  the  conversation  turned  on  the  pditilence 
which  raged  in  London,  in  the  year  1665,  and  gave  occasion  to 
Johnson  to  speak  of  Dr.  Nathanael  Hodges,  who,  in  the  height 
of  that  calamity,  continued  In  the  city,  and  was  almost  the 
only  one  of  his  piofcssion  that  had  the  courage  to  oppose  the 
endeavours  of  his  art  to  the  spreading  of  the  contagion.  It  was 
the  bard  fate  of  this  person,  a  »hort  time  after,  to  die  &  prisoner 
for  debt,  in  Ludgatc :  Johnson  related  this  circumstance  to  lu, 
with  the  tcar»  ready  to  start  from  his  eyes;  and.  u'lth  great 
enei^y  said, '  Such  a  man  would  not  have  been  suffered  to  perish 
in  these  times '.'    {I'agc  49.) 

Johnson  was  never  greedy  of  money,  but  without  money  could 
not  be  stimulated  to  write.  I  have  been  told  by  a  clergyman 
of  some  eminence  with  whom  he  had  been  long  acquainted, 
that,  being  to  preach  on  a  particular  occasion,  he  applied,  as 
others  under  a  like  necessity  had  frequently  dotie,  to  Johnson 
for  help.  'I  will  write  a  sermon  for  thee,'  said  Johnson,  'but 
thou  must  pay  me  for  it '.'    (Page  84.) 


■  De  Foe  mentions  him  in  a  pas- 
sa^e,  where,  speaking  of  tlic  quacks, 
he  says :—' their  doors  were  more 
thronged  tlhan  those  of  .  .  .  Dr. 
Hodges,  or  any,  though  the  most 
fiimwus  men  of  the  time'  Dc  Foe's 
Works,  V.  25.  On  p.  [Q2  he  says :  — 
*  Great  was  the  reproach  I  hrown 
upon  those  physidans  who  left  their 
paiienis  dunog^  the  sickness;  and 
row  they  came  to  town  again,  nobotly 
cared  to  cmpiijy  [hem;  they  were 
called  deserters,  anrf  frequently  bills 
were  set  upon  their  doors,  and  wriitcn, 
Here  is  a  doctor  10  be  let ! ' 

*  In  recofinilion  of  Dr.  Kodges's 
services  to  the  citiiens  during  the 
plague,  the  authorities  a(  the  Ciiy 
Urinled  him  a  MJpcnd  as  their  nu- 


'o?iP 


thorised  physiciML  ...  He 
poor,  wus  imprisoned  Jn  Ludgaif 
debt,  and  there  died  June  10. 
His  buuk  on  the  plague,  which  Dr. 
Quincy  translated  in  1730,  'gbowt 
him  to  have  bceii  an  excellent  ob- 
server both  as  to  symptoms  and  the 
results  of  treatment.'  I>R.  NORIUM 
MOOKE  in  the  Diet.  Nal.  Jfi^,  xxvJL 
60. 

*  '  No  man  but  a  blockhead  ever 
wrote  escepi  for  money,'    U/e,  iii.  19. 

Strahan  wrote  to  Huine  on  April  91 
1774:— 'If  your  commendatioDi  of 
Henry*s  History  are  well  founded,  it 
not  his  worl:  an  exception*  to  yonr 
own  general  nile,  that  no  good  book 
w<u  ever  wrote  for  money  \ '  iMteri 
11/  Hume  Ic  Strafuin,  p.  285. 

In 


Hawkins's  Life  of  Johnson. 


91 


In  contradiction  to  those,  who,  having  a  ^lic  and  children, 
prefer  domestic  enjoyments  to  those  which  a  tavern  atfords, 
I  have  heard  him  assert,  that  a  tavern-chair  was  the  throne  of 
human  felicity'. — 'As  soon,'  said  he,  'as  I  enter  the  door  of 
a  tavcm,  I  experience  a,n  oblivion  of  care,  and  a  freedom  from 
solicitude' :  uhcu  I  am  seated,  I  find  the  master  courteous,  and 


'  Wc  who  wrilCfif  »«  want  the  talent, 
yet  have  tbe  excuse  tbat  we  do  it  for 
a  poor  subsuieecc ;  but  nbat  can  be 
urged  in  ibcir  defence,  who  not  hiivint: 
the  vocation  of  poverty  to  scribble, 
otu  of  meer  wantonness  take  peins 
to  make  themselves  ridiculous.' 
Drydcn's  Preface  to  Ail/or  Lave. 

Johnson  says  of  AddJEon: — 'I  have 
bmrd  ihut  his  avidity  did  not  satisf/ 
ittcif  with  the  air  of  renown,  but  that 
with  great  cagcnicss  he  laid  hold  on 
hif  piopotiionof  thcprafits."  iVoris, 
vii.  437.    See  also  aile,  ii.  14,  and 

M'.  P-  '07- 

'  AiUe,  ii.  70. 

*  '  It  is  worthy  of  remark  by  those 
wbo  arc  curious  in  ohscning  customs 
and  modca  of  living,  huw  little  tlicsc 
houses  of  eolenainment  are  now 
frequented, and  what  a  diminution  in 
thdr  number  has  been  expcricDCcd 
in  London  and  Westminster  in  a 
period  of  about  forty  years  backward. 
. . .  When  the  (reniy  of  (be  limes  was 
abat  ed[aflcTthcRcs  lotation  ],  la  v  c  m  s, 
espcciiilly  ihosc  about  the  Exchange, 
became  places  for  the  tranEaction  of 
alBkOSt  all  manner  of  business:  there 
accotiDts  were  sctUed,  conveyances 
executed,  and  there  atiomies  sat,  as 
at  inns  in  the  country  on  market 
day*,  (o  receive  their  clients.  IntliaC 
space  near  the  Royal  Exchange  which 
is  encompassed  hy  Li>mbard,  Grace- 
church,  pan  of  Bishop's-gaie  and 
Tbrcadnccdle  sticcti,  the  number  of 
taverns  was  not  so  few  as  twenty, 
and  00  the  site  of  ihe  Bank  there 
stood  lour.     At  the  Crown,   which 


was  one  of  ihein,  it  was  not  unusual 
in  A  morning'  to  draw  a  buLt  of 
moLint;iin,  a  hundred  and  twenty 
gallons,  in  gills."     Nvtehy  Hawkins. 

In  the  Old  Cheshire  Cheese,  that 
ancient  Fleet  Street  tavern  which 
looks  now  as  it  may  havu  looked  in 
Johnson's  day,  his  scat  is  marked  by 
an  inscription.  In  no  contemporary 
writer  is  mention  made  of  his  fre- 
quenting tlic  tavern.  Cyrus  Jay,  in 
I  ){&S,  dedicated  his  book  The  Litai: 
'  To  the  Lawyers  and  Gentlemen  with 
whom  I  have  dined  for  more  than 
half  a  century  at  the  Old  Cheshire 
Cheese,  Wine  Office  Court,  Fleet 
Street.'  In  the  Preface  he  says : — 
'  During  the  fifty-lhrcc  years  I  h;ive 
frequented  the  Cheshire  Cheese  there 
have  been  only  three  landlords. 
When  1  tirst  visited  it  I  used  to  meet 
several  old  K^ntlemen  who  remem- 
bered Dr.  Johnson  nightly  at  the 
Cheshire  Cheese ;  and  they  have 
told  me,  what  is  not  generally  known, 
that  the  Doctor,  whiLst  living  in  the 
Temple,  always  went  to  ihc  Milreor 
ihe  Essex  Head  ;  hut  when  he  re- 
tnoved  to  Cough  Square  or  Bolt 
Court  he  was  a  constant  visitor  at 
theCheshire  Cheese, because  nothing 
but  a  hurricane  would  have  induced 
him  to  cross  Fleet  Street.* 

Th«re  it  much  loose  talk  in  this. 
It  is  not  likely  that  many,  if  indeed 
any,  o(  the  old  gentlemen  cemembercrl 
Johnson  in  Gough  Stguare,  for  he 
left  it  in  I7S9.  U  was  moreover  a 
year  later  that  he  removed  to  the 
Temple.    BoswcU  too  records  many 

the 
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the  servants  obsequious  to  my  call ;  anxious  to  know  and  ready 
to  supply  my  wants :  wine  there  exhilarates  my  spirits,  and 
prompts  mc  to  free  conversation  and  an  interchange  of  dis> 
courM;  with  those  whom  I  most  love :  I  dogmatise  and  ani  con- 
tradicted, and  in  tbJs  conflict  of  opinions  and  sentiments  I  6nd 
delight'/    (Page  87.) 

The  debates  penned  by  Johnson  were  not  only  more  methodical 
and  better  connected  than  those  of  Guthrie*,  but  in  all  tbe 
ornaments  of  stile  superior:  they  were  written  at  those  seasons 
when  he  was  able  to  raise  his  imagination  to  such  a  pitch  of 
fervour  as  bordered  upon  enthusiasm,  which,  that  he  might  the 
better  do,  his  practice  was  to  shut  himself  up  in  a  room 
assigned  him  at  St.  John's  gate,  to  which  he  would  not  suffer 
any  one  to  approach,  except  the  compositor  or  Cave's  boy  for 
matter,  which,  as  fast  as  he  composed  it,  he  tumbled  out  at  the 
door  ^.    (Page  99.) 


His  discourse,  which  through  life  was  of  the  didactic  kind,  was 
replete  with  original  sentiments  expressed  in  the  strongest  and 
roost  correct  terms,  and  in  such  language,  that  whoever  could 
have  heard  and  not  seen  him  would  have  thought  him  reading*. 
For  the  pleasure  he  communicated  to  his  hearers  he  expected 
not  the  tribute  of  silence ;  on  the  contrary  he  encouraged  others, 
particularly  young  men,  to  speak,  and  paid  a  due  attention  to 
what  they  said  ' ;  but  his  prejudices  were  so  strong  and  deeply 
rooted,  more  especially  against  Scotchmen*  and  Whigs,  that 
whoever  thwarted  him  ran  the  risque  of  a  severe  rebuke,  or  at 


m 


(dinners  at  ihe  Milre  after  he  had  re- 
moved 10  the  other  side  of  Fleet 
Street.  Nevertheless  we  mny  take 
ihc  account  ii5  direct  evidc;ncc  of 
what  could  scarcely  he  doubtful  that 
Johnson  often  dined  in  the  tavern. 

■  Quoted  by  Boswell.    /.»/<?,  li. 453. 

VVheo  I  had  (he  honour  of  mei-ting 
Mr.  Gladstone  at  Oxford  on  Feb.  6, 
1S90,  he  quoted  (his  passage  in  hia 
strong,  deep  ^■oice,  with  deliberale 
Utterance,  and  piai^ed  it  highly. 


*  Ufi,\.  116. 

'  lb.  iv.  408. 

'  lb.   i-   304 ;    iv.    183 ;    y*»rf  in 

Reynolds's  Anecdotes^ 

'  Johnson,  speaking  of  himselt 
said  :—'  No  man  is  so  cautious  not 
to  interrupt  mother ;  no  nuu)  thiid:t 
it  so  necessary  to  iip]>car  atCeoihx 
when  others  are  speiiking.'  Antt, 
i.  169. 

'  Anie,  i.  4=9;  Lifo^  U.  7;,  131, 
306  i  iv.  169, 
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best  became  entangled  in  an  unpleasant  altercation '.  He  was 
scarce  settled  in  town  before  this  dogmatical  behaviour,  and  his 
impatience  of  contradiction,  became  a  part  of  his  character,  and 
deterred  many  persons  of  learning,  who  wished  to  enjoy  the 
delight  of  his  conversation,  from  seeking  his  acquaintance. 
There  were  not  wanting  those  amnng  his  friends  who  would 
sometimes  hint  to  him,  that  the  conditions  of  free  convcraation 
imply  an  equality  among  those  engaged  in  it,  which  arc  violated 
whenever  superiority  is  assumed';  their  reproofs  he  took  kindly, 
and  would  in  excuse  for  what  they  called  the  pride  of  learning, 
ly,  that  it  was  of  the  defensive  kind  *.  The  repetition  of  these 
had,  however,  a  great  effect  on  him  ;  they  abated  his  prejudices, 
and  produced  a  change  in  his  temper  and  manners  that  rendered 
him  at  length  a  desirable  companion  in  the  most  polite  circles. 

In  the  lesser  duties  of  moralitj*  he  was  remiss  :  he  slept  when 
he  should  have  studied,  and  watched  »vhen  he  should  have  been 
at  rest :  his  habits  were  slovenly,  and  the  neglect  of  his  person 
and  garb  so  great  as  to  render  his  appearance  disgusting*. 
He  was  an  ill  husband  of  his  time,  and  so  regardless  of  the 
hours  of  icfection,  that  at  two  he  might  be  found  at  breakfast, 
and  at  dinner  at  eight  ^     In  his  studies,  and  I  may  add,  in  his 


'  '  Sir,  1  perceive  yoii  are  a  vile 
Whi^.'  Ufi,  ii.  170-  See  also  ib. 
w.  155. 

■  '  Sir,  (said  Goldsmith,)  you  arc 
for  making  a  itit^narcky  of  what 
should  be  .1  rcputiliclc.'    /6.  ii.  357- 

'  Tbey  bonowed  this  from  John- 
ton.  '**Sir,  laaid  Johnson)  thol  is 
not  Loid  Clieaterfield ;  he  is  (he 
proudest  inan  thh  day  cxisling."— 
"  No,  (said  Dr.  Adams(  there  is  one 
IMTSOn,  at  least,  as  proud ;  I  think, 
by  your  own  account,  you  are  ihc 
primdcr  tuan  0/  the  two."— "But 
miae  jrephed  Johnson  inxlantly)  was 
lU/ensive  pride." '    It.  i.  265. 

■  Lxftt  L  396.  Foi  the  improvement 
vrbicb  took  plare.  lee  it.  iii.  32$ ; 
atU,   i  341,  and   tMltrt,   i.   322; 

ii.39- 

*  In  1760  the  dinnci-hour  iamosl 


Oxford  Colleges  was  (2.30  ;  in  some 
as  early  as  11.  Bcniham's  Works, 
X.  61.  At  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's 
•dinner  was  served  precisely  at  five, 
wheiher  all  the  company  had  arrived 
01  not.'  Lc5l  ie  and  Taylor's  Reynolds t 
i.  384- 

Horace  Walpolc  wrote  on  Feb.  6, 
1777  (Ltitersy  vi,  410) ;  '  Everything 
is  changed ;  as  always  muse  happen 
when  onegTnwsold..ind  is  prejudiced 
to  one's  old  ways,  I  do  not  like 
dining  at  nearly  six,  nor  beginning 
the  evening  at  ten  at  night.' 

When  a  few  years  ago  tlie  Prince 
of  Welles  asked  General  Cordon, 
SOOT)  ^tcT  his  return  from  the  Soudan, 
to  dine  with  him,  the  general  replied, 
that  he  wassorryheciiuldnoi  iLCcept 
the  invitation,  oi  at  the  hour  ntimcd 
lie  was  ulwaya  in  b«^I. 

devotional 
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dn-otional  exercises,  he  was  both  intense  and  remiss ',  and  in  ibe 
prosecution  of  his  literary  employments,  dilatory  and  hasty, 
unwilling,  as  himself  confwiscd,  to  work,  aad  working  with  vigour 
and  haste '. 

His  indolence,  or  rather  the  delight  he  took  in  reading  and 
reflection,  rendered  him  averse  to  bodily  exertions.  He  was  ill 
made  for  riding,  and  took  so  little  pleasure  in  it,  that,  as  he  once 
told  me,  he  has  fallen  asleep  on  his  horse  *.  Walking  he  seldom 
practised,  perhaps  for  no  better  reason,  than  that  it  required  the 
previous  labour  of  dressing.  In  a  word,  mental  occupation  vcm 
his  sole  pleasure,  and  the  knowledge  he  acquired  in  the  pursuit 
of  rt  he  was  ever  ready  to  communicate:  in  which  faculty  he 
was  not  only  excellent  but  expert  ;  for,  as  it  is  related  of 
lord  Bacon  by  one  who  knew  him  *,  that  '  In  all  companies  he 
appeared  a  good  proficient,  if  not  a  master,  'm  those  artscntsr* 
tained  for  the  subject  of  every  one's  discourse,'  and  that  'his 
most  casual  talk  deserved  to  be  written,'  so  it  may  be  said 
of  Johnson,  that  hb  conversation  was  ever  suited  to  tbe 
profession,  condition,  and  capadty  of  those  with  whom  he 
talked'.    (Page  164.) 

Johnson,  who  before  this  time  [1748  or  1749],  together  with 
his  wife,  had  lived  in  obscurity,  lodging  at  different  houses  ia 
the  courts  and  alleys  in  and  about  the  Strand  and  Fleet  street*, 
had,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  this  arduous  work  [the 
Dicti0nary\.  and  being  near  the  printers  employed  in  it,  taken 
a  handsome  house  in  Gough  square ',  and  fitted  up  a  room  in  it 
with  desks  and  other  accommodations  for  amanuenses,  who,  to 
the  number  of  five  or  six,  he  kept  constantly  under  his  eyt 


'  F'orbisattctidnncc  At  church,  lec 
ante,  1.  63,  &i :  Life,  i.  67  ;  iii.  401. 

*  Ante,  i.  96. 

'  For  his  fox-bunting,  sm  ante,  i. 
388. 

*  Wofks  of  Ftantis  Osbom,  Esq. ; 
Svo,  167J,  p.  I  JI.    Noieby  Hawkins. 

»  Liff,  iii.  337. 

*  Also  in  Holbom.    For  the  \tsX  of 
his  habitations,  see  ib.  iii.  405, 


'  ib.  i.  188  ;  Ltttfrt,  L  18.     It  vm 

in  No.  17  thai  he  lived. 

'  There  is  no  city  in  Europe,  I  be- 
lieve, in  which  house-rent  \%  dearer 
than  in  London,  and  ycl  1  know  w 
capital  in  which  a  furnished  apait- 
tnent  can  be  hired  so  cheap.'  Wtallk 
of  Natiotu,  Bk.  I.  ch.  to,  ed.  l8U. 
i.  161. 

All 
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An  interleaved  copy  of  Bailey's  dictionary '  in  foHo  he  made  the 
repository  of  the  several  articles,  and  these  he  collected  by 
incessant  rea.ding  the  best  auUiors  in  our  lan^age,  in  the 
practice  whereof,  his  method  was  to  score  with  a  black-lead  pencil 
the  words  b>'  him  selected,  and  give  them  over  to  his  assistants 
to  insert  in  their  places'.  The  books  he  used  for  this  purpose 
were  what  he  had  in  his  own  collection,  a  copious  but  a  miserably 
ragged  one,  and  all  such  as  he  could  borrow ;  which  latter, 
if  ever  they  came  back  to  those  that  lent  them,  were  so  defaced 
as  to  be  scarce  worth  owning,  and  yet,  some  of  his  friends  were 
glad  to  receive  and  entertain  them  as  curiosities'.    (Page  175.) 

Further  to  appease  Johnson  Lord  Chesterfield  sent  two  persons, 
the  one  a  specious  but  empty  man.  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  more 
distinguished  by  the  tallncss  of  his  person  than  for  any  estimable 
qualities  \  the  other  an  eminent  painter  now   living.    These 


'  Nathaniel  Sftilcy  published  his 
Enslisb  Dictiona,ry  in  1721. 

* "  What  objcciioji  can  you  hai-e  lo 
Ibe  youag  genileman  ? "  says  Mrs. 
Western. 

'"A  very  solid  objectiim,  in  my 
opinion,'  says  Sophia—"  I  hate  him." 

'"Will  you  never  leam  a  proper 
use  of  words } "  answered  the  aunt. 
"  Indeed,  child,  you  should  consult 
Bailey's  Dictionary." '  Tom  Jones, 
Bk.  vii,  ch.  3. 

Dr.  Murray,  in  the  JVew Smj^.  VUf. 
under  Bel-tee ULys  ikat  (his  word  'is 
found  only  In  Dictionaries.  I1  ap- 
peared £nt  in  Bailey's  folio,  \Ty>, 
w&s  retained  by  Dr.  Johnson  (who 
used  a  copy  cd  thai  »%  the  basis  of 
bis  work),  and  fiom  him  it  h;is  been 
;>erpetuflted  by  later  dictionaries.' 
Johnson  ocalttcd  the  wnrd  in  his 
Abridgment. 

•  fait  in  Percy's  AnecdoUs. 

>  Uft,\.  IBS. 

Mr.  Talbot  Datnn  Reid  showed 
mc  a  small  sheet  of  paper  i  n  J  uhn  son's 
hand  in  which  (^uotaiionsi  had  been 
writltn  such  as  the  following : — 


*  Dut   some  untaught  o'erhcar  the 
whisp'ringiill, 
In  spile  of  sacred   leisure  htoik' 

heads  still.' 
Young  [5a/<>»i.,  WVr*j,ed.  1S13, 

ii.  87]. 

'His   well-brcath'd    btagles  sweep 
along  the  plain.' 

Young  \lb.  p.  SSJ. 
'A  gipsy  you  conimil 
'And  shake  the  clumsy  bench  with 
country  wit.' 

YOUNO  [W.J. 

'  Beauty  is  no  bar  to  sense,* 

Young  I5fl/(>«  v.,  ii.  136]. 

These  pasaagcE  arc  nut  cjuotcd  in 
the  Dictionary  under  the  words 
underlined  by  Johnson. 

'  'This  person,  who  is  now  ai  rest 
in  Westminsler-abbey,  was,  when 
living,  distinguished  by  the  nrune  of 
long  Sir  Thomas  Kobinsun.  He  was 
a  man  of  the  world  or  rather  of  the 
town,  and  a  ereat  pest  lo  persons  of 
high  rink  or  in  office.  He  was  rery 
troublesomeio  the  earl  of  Burlington, 
and  when  in  his  visits  to  him  he  was 
toLd  that  his  lordship  was  gone  out, 

were 
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were  instructed  to  apologize  for  his  lordship's  treatment  of 
him,  and  to  make  him  tenders  of  his  future  friendship  and 
patronage.  Sir  Thomas,  whose  talent  was  flattery,  was  profuse 
in  his  commendations  of  Johnson  and  his  writings,  arxi  declared 
that  were  hts  circumstances  other  than  they  were,  himself  ^nuld 
settle  five  hundred  pounds  a  year  on  him.  '  And  who  are  you,' 
a:>kcd  Johnson,  'that  talk  thus  libemlty?'  'I  am,'  said  the 
other,  'Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  a  Yorkshire  baronet.'  *Sir,' 
replied  Johnson,  '  if  the  first  peer  of  the  realm  were  lo  make 
me  such  an  offer,  I  would  shew  him  the  way  do«-n  stairs'." 
(Page  191.) 

In  these  disputations  [at  the  Ivy  Lane  Club*]  I  had  oppor- 
tunities of  observing  what  others  have  taken  occision  to  remarlc, 
viz.  not  only  that  in  conversation  Johnson  made  it  a  rule  to  talk 
his  be:st^,  but  that  on  many  subjects  he  was  not  uniform  in  his 
opinions,  contending  as  often  for  victory  as  for  truth*:  at  one 
Ximc^ood,  at  another  cvUvas  predominant  in  the  moraJ  constitu- 
tion of  the  world.  Upon  one  tjccasion,  he  would  deplore  the 
non-obser\-ance  of  Good-Friday,  and  on  another  deny,  that 
among  us  of  the  present  age  there  is  any  decline  of  public 
worship*.      He   would    sometimes  contradict   self-evident    pro- 


would  desire  to  be  admitted  to  look 
at  the  clock,or  to  play  with  a  monkey 
that  was  kept  in  the  h.ill.  in  hopes 
of  being  sent  for  in  to  the  earl.  This 
he  had  so  frequently  done,  that  all 
In  the  house  were  tired  of  him.  At 
length  it  was  Mncerted  among  the 
sciVKnts  that  he  should  receive  a 
summaiy  aiiswer  to  his  usual  qucfi- 
tions,  and  accordingly  at  his  next 
coniini;,  the  porter  as  soon  as  he  had 
opened  the  gate  and  without  waiting 
for  what  he  h.id  lo  say,  dismissed 
him  with  these  words,  "  Sir,  his  lord- 
ship IS  gone  out,  the  clock  stands, 
and  the  monkey  is  dead."  '  JVitie  by 
Hitwkms. 

For  ihe  Earl  of  Burlington,  see 
Li/g,  iii,  34;  ;  iv.  50,  «.  4. 

*  He  visited  Jolmson  after  this.  Cor 
in  1763  Boswell  found   hijn  Eitting 


with  him.  U/t,  i.  434.  Dr.  Maxwetl 
recorded  how  Johnson  once  told  ibe 
Baronet  that  'helaJkcd  ttieUnt^ua^ 
of  a  savage'    lb.  \\.  130. 

^lorace  Walpole  describee  Robin- 
son as 'one  of  those  men  of  temporary 
f&Rie  who  arc  universally  kaowa  in 
their  own  a^e,  and  nirdy  by  uiy 
other  age.  He  was  an  Indiscriminate 
flaUcrer.'    Philobihhn,  x.  iv.  57. 

'  An(f,  i.  388.  '  /J/e,  iv.  1S5. 

*  /6.  ii.  238  ;  iv.  Ill  ;  anrt,  i.  45X 

»  '  BoswKLL.  "  Is  there  not  lea 
religion  in  Ibe  nation  now,  Sir,  tbni 
there  wa&  formerly?"  JoUK30If< 
"  1  don't  know,  Sir.  that  there  U.*'* 
Lt/e,  ii,  96.  '  He  lamented  ihai  all 
serious  and  religious  coovcrsaiioo 
was  banished  from  the  society  of 
men.'     //r.  ii.  134. 

'  1  remarked,  that  one  disadvantasc 
positions 
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positions,  such  as,  that  the  luxury  of  this  country  has  increased 
with  its  riches'  and  that  the  practice  of  card-playing  is  more 
general  than  heretofore'.  At  this  versatility  of  temper,  none, 
however,  took  offence;  as  Alexander  and  Caesar  were  born  for 
conquest,  so  was  Johnson  for  the  office  of  a  sytnposiarch  ',  to 
preside  in  all  conversations ;  and  I  never  yet  saw  the  man  who 
would  venture  to  contest  his  r^ht*. 

Let  it  not,  however,  be  imagined,  that  the  members  of  this 
our  club  met  tt^-lher,  with  the  temper  of  gladiators,  or  that 
there  was  wanting  among  us  a  disposition  to  yield  to  each  other 
in  all  diversities  of  opinion :  and  indeed,  disputation  i,vas  not, 
as  in  many  associations  of  this  kind,  the  purpose  of  our  meeting : 
nor  were  our  conversations,  like  those  of  the  Rota  club*,  re- 
strained to  particular  topics.  On  the  contrary,  it  may  be  said, 
that  with  OUT  gravest  discourses  was  intermingled 

'Mirth,  ihiit  iiftec  no  repenting  draws,* 

Milton  (Sonnet  to  Cyriac  Sldnnei), 

for  not  only  in  Johnson's  melancholy  there  were  lucid  intervals*. 


arising  from  the  immeDsityof  London, 
was,  that  nobody  was  heeded  by  his 
nciflhbour ;  Ihere  wu  nu  fear  of  cen- 
aure  for  not  uh-ntrvm^  Cioixl  Friday, 
as  it  ou^bt  CO  be  kept,  and  aa  it  is  kepi 
in  counlry-towo*.  He  jald,  it  was, 
upon  ihc  whole,  very  well  observed 
eifcn  ia  London.'    Uft,  ii.  356. 

*  Johnson  always  opposed  atiaclca 
OD  luxury.  To  suppose  that  it  cor- 
nipu  a  people  »nd  ilcMniys  the  spirit 
o4  liberty  was  *  all  visionary.'  It.  ii. 
170.  'No  narion  was  ever  hurt  by 
it.  foi  it  can  reach  but  to  a  v-cry  few.' 
Ii.  ii.  318.  '  It  produces  much  good.' 
J6.  jiL  56.  '  He  laughed  at  querulous 
declamations  against  the  a^  on  ac- 
count  of  luxury.'  Ji.  in.  336.  '  De- 
pend upon  il.  Sir,  every  state  of 
society  is  as  luxurious  as  it  can  be.' 
Ji.  iri.  9£9.  '  Man  is  not  diminished 
in  aixc  by  it.'    Ii.  v.  358. 

Luxury,  which  in  most  parts  of 
life  t>y  being  well.halanced  and  dif- 

VOL.  IL  H 


fused,  is  onljr  decency  and  conveni- 
ence, has  perhaps  as  mAuy,  or  more, 
good  than  evil  consequences  attend- 
ing it.  It  cectainly  excites  industry, 
nourishes  emulation,  and  inspires 
some  sense  of  persona)  value  into  all 
lanks  of  jieople.'  liutke's  Works,  cd. 
iBoS,  ii.  203.  "     '~~ 

•  IJ/i,  iii.  33. 

^  SyMpdsiartfi  \i  aaX  in  Johnson's 
DiitivtMry, 

*  AttU,  ii.  93,  n.  2. 

''  Hawlcina,  1  suppose, refers tothe 
Kota  Club  in  which  Janicsllaringtoa, 
'  with  a  few  associ;itc5  as  fanatical  as 
himself,  used  to  meet,  with  all  the 
gravity  of  political  importance,  to 
settle  an  equal  government  by  rota- 
tion." Johnson's  Works,  vii.  95. 
They  met  in  New  I'alacc  Yard, 
Westminster.  Swift's  Works,  cd. 
1803.  ii,3Ji. 

'  tetters,  ii.  377,  «.  i. 

but 
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but  he  was  a  great  contributor  to  the  mirth  of  conversation,  by 
the  many  witty  sayings  he  uttered,  and  the  many  excellent 
stories  which  his  memory  had  treasured  up,  and  he  would  oa 
occasion  relate;  so  that  those  are  greatly  mistaken  who  infer, 
cither  from  the  general  tendency  of  his  writtogs,  or  that  appear^ 
ance  of  hebetude  which  marked  his  countenance  whca  livii^, 
and  is  discernible  in  the  pictures  and  prints  of  hini»  that  he 
could  only  reason  and  discuss,  dictate  and  controul. 

In  the  talent  of  humour  there  hardly  ever  was  his  equal*, 


*  Ante,\.A%i-  The  following  extract 
Is  from  a  letter  which  I  received  from 
the  late  Miister  of  Halliul  College, 
djiIcdWot  Malvcm, Ucc- 30,1883:— 

'It  ia  a  curious  question  whether 
Hc»well  hat  unconsciously  miBrepre- 
sented  Johnson  id  nny  reject.  I 
think,  judging  from  the  laatcriaU 
which  arc  supplied  chiefly  by  himself, 
that  in  one  respect  he  has;— He  has 
xepTosemed  him  more  as  a  sage  and 
philosopIiLT  in  his  coniluct  ^u  well  a» 
his  conversation  than  he  really  was. 
and  less  as  ra  rollicking  "King  of 
Society,"  The  gnvity  of  Johnson"* 
own  wrilirKS  tends  to  confirm  this, 
as,  r  suspect,  erroneous  impression. 
HJa  religion  wag  fitful  and  inter- 
mittent, and  when  once  the  ice  was 
broken  he  enjoyed  Jack  Willtes, 
Though  tic  refused  to  shake  hands 
with  Hume.  [  was  much  siruck  by 
a  remark  of  Sit  John  Ilnwkins  (ex- 
cuse mc  if  I  have  mentioned  this  to 
you  before),  "  He  was  the  most 
humorouc  man  1  ever  knew,"  ...  1 
shall  be  most  happy  to  talk  about  (he 
■ubject  when  you  return  to  England ; 
iptil  irf  pi  iMifxiroi^  thst'iv  rt  itai  ucouam 
lit  I  ^iivntv.' 

Though  Uoswtlt  doe*  not  fully 
bring  out  in  his  narrative  this  hu- 
morous side  of  Johnson,  yet  in  the 
character  which  he  draws  of  him  at 
Ihe  end  of  the  JJ/t  he  docs  not  pass 
it  ever.    '  Tbough  usual]ygiavc,and 


even  awcfu!  in  hh  depoftmcnt.  ht 
possessed  uncommon  and  pecuUii 
powers  of  wit  and  humour ;  he  be- 
4]ueni)y  indulged  himself  in  coUoquial 
pleasantry :  and  the  licameti  nieni- 
mcnt  was  often  enjoyed  ia  bis  coi^ 
pany.*    Li/e,  iv.  43S. 

Boswell  asked  M  m  Barney  l«  giit 
him  materia]  '  to  shew  Johnson  In  a 
new  light.  Grave  Sam,  and  gmt 
Sam,  and  solemn  Sam,  and  leaned 
Sam— all  these  he  has  appeared  ovei 
and  over.  I  want  to  show  ban  n 
gay  Sam,  agreeable  Sam,  pJeawiit 
Sam,'  Wme.  D'Aibla/s  Dittry,  t. 
t67.  It  is  in  her  Diary  (hat  he  b 
thus  best  shown.  It  abounds  in  mdi 
pass.iges  a*  (he  following: — 

'  At  night,  Mrs.  ThnUe  asked  if  I 
would  have  anything?  1  antwend, 
"  No;"  but  Dr.  Johnson  laid, 

• "  Yes  :  she  is  used,  nuuUm,  (o 
suppers  ;  the  would  like  as  vgg  or 
two,  and  a  few  slices  of  ham, «  a 
rasher— a  rasher,  1  believe,  woaU 
please  her  better." 

'  How  ridiculous,!  However,  irailting 
could  persuade  Mrs.  I'hralc  not  1q 
have  the  cloth  Uid  :  and  Dr.Jofaasoa 
was  so  facctiout,  that  he  challenge^ 
Mr.  Thrnic  to  get  drunk  I 

'"  I  wish,'-  said  he,  "my  maner 
would  say  to  me,  Johnson,  if  you  mD 
obli^«  me,  you  will  call  for  a  bottle 
of  Toulon,  anti  then  wc  will  set  to  d 
glass  for  glass,  till  it  is  done:  aad 

cxccpc 
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except  perhaps  among  the  old  comedians,  such  as  Tarleton,  and 
2.  few  others  mentioned  by  Cibber.  By  means  of  this  he  was 
enabled  to  give  to  any  relation  that  required  it,  the  graces  and 
aids  of  expression,  and  to  discriminate  with  the  nicest  exactness 
the  characters  of  those  whom  it  concerned.  In  aping  this  faculty 
I  have  seen  Warburton  disconcerted,  and  when  he  would  fain 
have  been  thought  a  roan  of  pleasantry,  not  a  tittle  out  of 
countenance.     (I'a^e  X57.) 

To  return  to  Johnson,  I  have  already  said  that  he  paid  no 
r^ard  to  time  or  the  stated  hours  of  refection,  or  even  rest;  and 
of  this  his  inattention  I  will  here  relate  a  notable  instance. 
Mrs.  Lenox,  a  lady  now  well  known  in  the  literary  world,  had 
written  a  novel  intitlcd.  *  The  life  of  Harriot  Stuart,'  which  in 
the  spring  of  1751  was  ready  for  publication '.  One  evening  at 
the  citib,  Johnson  proposed  to  us  the  celebrating  the  birth  of 
Mrs.  Lenox's  first  literary  child,  as  he  called  her  book,  by 
a  whole  night  spent  in  festivity.  Upon  his  mentioning  it  to  me, 
I  told  him  I  had  never  sat  up  a  whole  night  in  my  life ;  but  he 
continuing  to  press  me,  and  saying,  that  I  should  find  great 
delight  in  it,  I,  as  did  all  the  rest  of  our  company,  consented. 
The  place  appointed  was  the  Devil  tavern ',  and  there,  about 


aSttx  that,  I  will  ray,  Thralc,  if  you 
vrill  obl^  me,  you  will  call  fnranothtrr 
bottle  of  Toulon,  and  ihco  wc  will  set 
to  it,  glass  foi  gUss,  liU  that  is  done : 
xnA  tiy  the  tim«  we  should  have 
dninlc  the  two  bolilet,  we  should  be 
•o  bappy,  and  such  good  friends, 
that  we  ahovld  Ay  inio  each  other's 
arms,  and  both  together  oUI  for  the 
third!*"    VoLi.  p,  75. 

*  '  Thetc  volumes  contain  a  scries 
of  love-aifairs  from  1 1  years  of  age, 
■ttendrd  with  a  number  of  h«r  ad- 
ventures and  misfortimcs,  which  were 
bonw  with  iha  paticmre,  nnd  are 
pesn'd  with  the  purity  of  a  Clarissa.' 
Centleman' s  Afagaaiiu,   December, 

1750.  P-  S7S- 

Horace  Walpolc,  writing  two  years 
eatlier,  dcscritwt  bcr  as  '  a  poetess 

H 


and  depliirable  actress,'  Letleri,\\, 
is6.  Johnson,  in  a  letter  dated  Dec. 
10,  1751,  speaks  Df 'our  ChArlottc's 
book.'  tellers,  i,  26.  For  Miss 
Huniey's  ctitlcism  of  the  extravagant 
praise  he  bestowed  on  Mrs.  Lennox, 
sec  anU,  i.  t03,  n.  4. 

Mrs.  Lennox  was  the  daughter  of 
Colonel  James  Ram«ay,  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  New  York.  'She  died 
in  distress'  in  1804,  at  the  age  of 
eigliiy-three, '  in  Dean's  Yard,  West- 
minster, and  lies  buried  with  the 
common  soldiery  in  the  further  bury- 
ing-ground  of  Broad  Chapel.* 
Nichols's  IM.  Anee.  m.  435. 

'  Ltj/,  iv.  354,  "■  4- 

'Ncar  Temple  Bar   is  the  Devil 

Tavern,  so  called  from  its  sign  of 

St.  Dunsuo  selling  the  evil  spirit  by 

1  the 
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the  hour  of  eight,  Mrs.  Lenox  and  her  husband,  and  a  lady  of 
her  acquaintance,  now  living,  as  also  the  [Ivy  Lane]  club,  and 
friends  to  the  oumber  of  near  twenty,  assembled.  Our  supper 
was  elegant,  and  Johnson  had  directed  that  a  magnificent  hot 
apple>pye  should  make  a  part  of  it ',  and  this  he  would  have 
ituclc  with  bay-leaves,  because,  forsooth,  Mrs.  Lenox  was  an 
authoress,  and  had  written  verses ;  and  further,  he  had  prepared 
for  her  a  crown  of  laurel,  with  which,  but  not  till  he  bad 
invoked  the  muses  by  some  ceremonies  of  his  own  invention, 
he  encircled  her  brows.  The  night  passed,  as  must  be  iro.^:iiicd, 
in  pleasant  conversation,  and  harmless  mtrth,  intermingled  at 
different  periods  with  the  refreshments  of  coffee  and  tea.  About 
five,  Johnson's  face  ^onc  with  meridian  splendour,  though  his 
drink  had  been  only  lemonade' ;  but  the  for  greater  part  of  us 
had  deserted  the  colours  of  Bacchus,  and  were  with  difficulty 
rallied  to  partake  of  a  second  refreshment  of  coffee,  which  was 
scarcely  ended  when  the  day  began  to  dawn.  This  phenomenon 
b^an  to  put  us  iii  mind  of  our  reckoning^ ;  but  the  waiters  were 
all  so  overcome  with  sleep,  that  it  was  two  hours  before  we  could 
get  a  bill,  and  it  was  not  till  near  eight  that  the  creaking  of  the 
street-door  gave  the  signal  for  our  departure. 

My  mirth  had  been  considerably  abated  by  a  severe  fit  of  the 
tooth-ach,  which  had  troubled  me  the  greater  part  of  the  night, 
and  which  Bathurst  *  endeavoured  to  alleviate  by  all  the  topical 
remedies  and  palliatives  he  could  think  of;  and  I  well  remember, 
at  the  instant  of  my  going  out  of  the  tavcru-door,  the  sensation  of 
shame  that  effected  me,  occasioned  not  by  reflection  on  any  thing 


the  nose  with  a  pair  of  hot  tongs. 

Opposite  to  this  noted  tinuse  is 
Chaii«;r>-  Lane'  Pennant's  Londaa, 
1790,  p.  154. 

'  In  memory  of  (his  festal  nighl  an 
applc-pic  forms  pari  of  ihc  suppers 
of  the  Johnson  Cliih  ai  its  meetings 
in  one  of  ihe  fleet  Street  taverns, 

'  '  He  «ras  angry  with  mc  ( BoswcU 
wHtcsifor  proposing  to  carry  lemons 
with  us  (o  Sky,  thai  he  might  be 
sure  to  have  his  lemonade.  "  Sir, 
(aaitl  he)  I  do  nut  wi»h  to  be  thought 


that  fcebte  man  who  cannot  do  whli- 
,0111  ;iny  tiling-"'     ^-'/f,  v.  7a. 

^  To  Hawkins  the  (cetcontn);  must 
have  been  peculiarly  painful.  Of  him 
Dr.  Uumey  records  as  regards  ibc 
I-ilerary  Club  :— '  The  Knighl  harinu 
refused  to  pay  his  ponion  of  the 
reckoning  for  supper,  because  be 
usually  ate  no  supper  at  hoRte,Johit- 
son  obser\*ed,  "Sir  John,  Sir,  it  a 
very  umluiaiU  num." '  j-i/e,  i.  460^ 
fl.  I. 

■*  AitU,  i.  390. 

evil 


Hawkins's  'tli/e  of  Jokn^n. 
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evil  that  had  passed  in  the  course  of  the  night's  enicMainmcnt, 
but  on  the  resemblance  it  bore  to  a  debauch.     However,,-a  fq*. 
turns  in  the  Temple,  and  a  breakfast  at  a  neighbouring  coffcc'-- 
housc  enabled  mc  to  overcome  it.    (Page  285.) 

Those  who  were  best  acquainted  with  them  both  [Johnson  and 
his  wife]  wondered  that  Johnson  could  derive  no  comfort  [on  her 
death]  from  the  usual  resources,  reflections  on  the  conditions  of 
mortality,  the  instability  of  human  happiness,  resignation  to  the 
divine  will,  and  other  topics';  and  the  more,  when  they  con- 
sidered, that  their  marriage  was  not  one  of  those  which  in- 
considerate young  people  call  love-matches,  and  that  she  was 
more  than  old  enough  to  be  his  mother';  that,  as  their  union 
had  not  been  productive  of  children,  the  medium  of  a  new 
relation  between  them  was  wanting  ;  that  her  inattention  to  some, 
at  least,  of  the  duties  of  a  wife,  were  [j/^]  evident  in  the  person 
of  bcr  husband,  whose  negligence  of  dress  seemed  never  to  have 
received  the  least  correction  from  her,  and  who,  in  the  sordidness 
of  his  apparel,  and  the  complexion  of  his  linen,  even  shamed 
her'.  For  these  reasons  I  have  often  been  inclined  to  think,  that 
if  this  fondness  of  Johnson  for  his  wife  was  not  dissembled, 
it  was  a  lesson  that  he  had  learned  by  rote*,  and  that,  when 
he  practised  it,  he  knew  not  where  to  stop  till  he  became 
ridiculous.  It  is  true,  he  has  celebrated  her  person  in  the 
word  formoss,  which  he  caused  to  be  inscribed  on  her  grave- 
stone*; but  could  he,  with  that  imperfection  in  his  sight 
which  made  htm  say,  in  the  words  of  Milton,  he  never  saw 


•  •  Those  common  -  place  topics 
which  have  Dcver  dried  a  single 
leaf.'  Gibbon's  Misc.  Works,  i. 
40a 

Johnson  wrote  to  Mn.  Tbrale  on 
the  death  of  her  husband:— 'I  do 
noc  exhon  you  to  reason  yourself  into 
tranquillity.  We  must  first  pray,  and 
then  labour;  iirst  implore  ihe  bless- 
bkg  of  God,  and  (then  employ]  those 
means  which  he  puia  bto  our  hands. 
CidtiTated  ground  has  few  weeds ;  a 
miod   occupied   by  lawful  business 


has  little  room  Tor  useless  regret.' 
Ltlters,  ii.  aio. 

'  She  was  forty-six,  he  two  months 
short  iii  tweniy-six.     IJJe,  J.  95,  n.  3. 

'  For  her  '  particular  reverence  for 
deantiness.'seean/i-,  i,  347. 

*  Boswell  '  cannot  conceive '  why 
Hawkins  sbO'Uld  make  this  asacnJon, 
'  unless  it  proceeded  from  a  want  %A 
similar  feelings  in  his  own  brtasl.' 
Uft,  i.  134. 

^  '  Foimosae,  cultae,  ingenio&ac, 
pt&e-'  Jb.\.^t,\,n.i,  %tx.antt,\.%ifi' 

the 


•■.•.•4  ■ 
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the,  hufpjtf  face  divine',  have  been  a,  witness  to  her  beauty? 
,.*vhidl)  we  may  suppose  had  sustained  some  loss  before  be 
•*.':-ftliirried  i  her  daughter  by  her  rormcr  husband  being  but  little 
,^';'"  younger  than  Johnson  himself.  As.  during  her  lifetime,  he 
invited  but  few  of  his  friends  to  his  house,  I  never  saw  her, 
but  I  have  been  told  by  Mr.  Garrick*.  Dr.  Hawkcs»-orth,  and 
others,  that  there  was  somewhat  crazy  in  the  behaviour  of  them 
both :  profound  respect  on  hi.<i  part,  and  the  airs  of  an  antiquated 
beauty  on  her's.  Johnson  had  not  then  been  used  to  the  com- 
pany of  women  ',  and  nothing  but  his  conversation  rendered  him 
tolerable  among  them :  tt  was,  therefore,  necessary  that  he 
should  practise  his  best  manners  to  one,  whom,  as  she  was 
descended  from  an  aotient  family*,  and  had  brought  him 
a  fortune',  he  thought  his  superior.  This,  after  all,  must  be 
said,  that  he  laboured  to  raise  his  opinion  of  her  to  the  highest, 
by  inserting  in  many  of  her  books  of  devotion  that  I  have 
seen,  such    endearing   memorials   as  these :    '  This  tt-as   dear 

Tetty's  book." 'This  was  a  prayer  which  dear  Tetty  waj 

accustomed  to  say'  not  to  mention  his  frequent  recollection 
of  her  m  his  meditations,  and  the  singularity  of  his  prayen 
respecting  her*. 

To  so  high  a  pitch  had  he  worked  his  remembrance  of  her, 
that  he  requested  a  divine,  of  his  acquaintance',  to  preach 
a  sermon  at  her  interment,  written  by  himself,  but  was  dissuaded 
from  so  ostentatious  a  display  of  the  virtues  of  a  woman,  who, 
though  she  was  his  wife,  was  but  little  known.     (Page  31 3-) 

Of  the  beauties  of  painting,  notwithstanding  the  many  eulo- 
giumS'  on  that  art  which,  after  the  commencement  of  hb 
friendship  with  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  Johnson  inserted  in  his 
writings,  he  had  not  the  least  conception;  and  this  leads  mcto 
mention  a  fact  to  the  purpose,  which  I  well  remember.    One 


'  Pxradite  Lott,  iii.  44. 

'  Antf,  L  348. 

'  See  Ufe^  i.  5j.  for  his  imimacy 
with  some  of  (he  first  fomilies  in  and 
near  Lichfield. 

*  On  her  tombstone  he  describes 
her  a»  'Aniiqua  JarvJsiomm  ^cntc, 


Peatlingae,     apud     Lei«atrienset, 
oitac.'    Li/f,  i.  241,  n.  3. 

^  She  it  said  to  hA\-e  brought  hia 
about  £e\-cii  or  eight  hundred  peoadt. 
a.  i.  95,  «.  3,  •  ^/wv, ;.  14. 

'  Dr.  Taylor.  -4«fc,  i.  476 ;  Z^ 
i.  341. 

eveoEt^ 
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evening  at  the  club,  I  came  in  with  a  smaU  roll  of  prints,  which^ 
in  the  afternoon.  I  bad  picked  up :  I  think  they  were  landscapes 
of  Pcrcllc',  and  laying  it  down  with  my  liat,  Johnson's  curiosity 
prompted  him  to  take  it  up  and  unroll  Jt ;  he  viewed  the  prints 
severally  with  great  attention,  and  asked  me  what  sort  of  pleasure 
such  things  could  afford  mc ;  I  told  him,  that  as  representa- 
tions of  nature,  containing  an  assemblage  of  such  particulars  as 
render  rural  scenes  delightful,  they  presented  to  my  mind  the 
objects  themselves,  and  that  my  imagination  realised  the  pros- 
pect before  me ;  he  said,  that  was  more  than  his  would  do,  for 
that  in  his  whole  life  he  was  never  capable  of  discerning  the 
least  resemblance  of  any  kind  between  a  picture  and  the  subject 
it  was  intended  to  represent '. 

To  the  delights  of  music,  he  was  equally  insensible:  neither 
voice  nor  instrument,  nor  the  harmony  of  concordajit  sounds, 
had  power  over  his  affections,  or  even  to  engage  his  attention. 
Of  music  in  general,  he  has  been  heard  to  say, '  it  excites  in  my 
mind  no  ideas,  and  hinders  me  from  contemplating  my  own  ;' 
aod  of  a  line  singer,  or  instrumental  performer,  that '  he  had  the 
merit  of  a  Canary-bird  V     (Page  JtH.) 

The  uses  for  which  Francis  Barber  was  intended  to  serve  his 
master  were  not  very  apparent,  for  Diogenes  himself  never 
wanted  a  servant  less  than  he  seemed  to  do*;  the  great  bushy 
wig,  which  throughout  his  life  he  affected  to  wear,  by  that  close- 
ness of  texture  which  it  had  contracted  and  been  suffered  to 
retain,  was  ever  nearly  as  impenetrable  by  a  comb  as  a  quickset 


■  There  were  in  the  seventeenth 
eenltuy  three  French  engravers  or 
the  lunie  of  Pcrellc  or  i'crrclle,  a 
&ther  uid  two  sons.  Nauv.  Biag. 
Gin. 

■  This  was  an  exaggeration  on  the 
part  of  titltcr  JohnMn  or  Hawkins. 
Lifist  i.  363,  n.  3.  Sec  also  ant€, 
i.  314- 

•  IJft,  ii.  409. 

'Pope  was  so  very  >nicn>it>l€  to 
the  chBrmi  of  music  ihal  he  once 
asked  Di.  Aitjuthnot,  wbeiber  the 


rapture  which  the  company  expressed 
upon  hearing  the  cornpoaitiooa  and 
perfoniiance  of  Handd  did  not  pro- 
ceed wholly  from  afTcciation.'  War- 
ton's  Pope's  Worki,  V.  23s  n. 

'  Newion,  hearing  Handel  play  on 
ihc  haipsLchord,  could  find  nothing 
worthy  to  remirk  but  the  elxsiicity 
of  his  fingers.  At  another  time,  being 
asked  his  opinion  of  poetry,  he  quoted 
n  sentiment  of  Barrow,  th&t  it  was 
ingenious  nonsense'    lb.  iii.  176  n. 

*  Ante,  i.  329. 

"hedge 


x<H 
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hedge ;  and  little  of  the  dust  that  had  once  settled  on  his  outer 
garments  was  ever  known  to  have  been  disturbed  by  the  brush  *. 
(Page  327-) 

The  proposal  for  the  Dictionary,  and  other  of  his  writings 

had  exhibited  Johnsoa  to  view  ia  the  character  of  a  poet  and 
a  philologist:  to  his  moral  qualities,  and  his  concern  for  the 
interests  of  religion  and  virtue,  the  world  were  for  some  time 
strangers  ;  but  no  sooner  were  these  manifested  by  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Rambler  and  the  Adventurer,  than  he  was  looked 
up  to  as  a  master  of  human  life,  a  practical  Christian  and 
a  divine ;  his  acquaintance  was  sought  by  persons  of  the  first 
eminence  in  literature ;  and  his  house,  in  respect  of  the  con- 
versations there,  became  an  academy*.  One  person,  in  par- 
ticular, who  seemii,  for  a  great  part  of  his  life,  to  have  aflected 
the  character  of  a  patron  of  learned  and  ingenious  men,  in 
a  letter  which  I  have  seen,  made  him  a  lender  of  his  friendship 
in  terms  to  this  effect : — '  That  having  perused  many  of  his 
writings,  and  thence  conceived  3  high  opinion  of  his  learning, 
his  genius,  and  moral  qualities,  if  Mr.  Johnson  was  inclined  to 
enlarge  the  circle  of  his  acquaintance,  he  [the  letter-writer] 
should  be  glad  to  be  admitted  into  the  number  of  his  friends, 
and  to  receive  a  visit  from  him.' — This  person  was  Mr.  Doding- 
ton,  afterwards  lord  Melcombc,  the  value  and  honour  of  whose 
patronage,  to  speak  the  truth,  may  in  some  degree  be  estimated 
by  his  diary  lately  published  \     How   Johnson    received   this 


'  Charlotte  Bumey,  writing  in  1 777 
or  1778.  says:— 'Dr,  Johnson  *-as 
immensely  Fmnrl,  for  Afjw— for  he 
had  not  onJy  a  very  decent  tiJy  suit 
of  clcmthcs  an,  but  his  hands,  face, 
and  linen  were  clean,  and  he  treated 
US  witli  his  worsted  wig,  which  Mr. 
Thrale  nuide  him  a  present  of,  be- 
cause it  scarce  ever  gets  out  of  curl, 
and  he  generally  diveru  himself  with 
laying  [mVJ  down  just  after  he  has 
got  8  frc*h  wig  on.'  Karly  Diary  of 
F,  Burney,  ii.  387. 

*  Hume,  in  1767,  complained  that 


'menoflctiers  have  here  [inLoDdoo] 
no  place  of  rendeivous;  and  are, 
indeed,  sunk  and  forgonea  in  the 
geneioJ  torrent  of  the  noild.'  Bur- 
ton's Hume,  ii,  385.  For  Johtuoc^ 
*  levee '  !.ee  ante,  i.  ^  14  ;  IJft,  VL  I  it. 
*  Horace  Walpole  wroCc«nJuoe^ 
1 7S4  (Ldters,  v'au  479) :— '  A  acpkcw 
of  Lord  Mclcombe*s  bcir  has  pub- 
hshed  that  Lord's  Diary.  TlwiiKk 
drawn  by  his  own  hand,  and  ccitainlf 
meant  to  Hatter  himself,  it  is  a  tns 
portrait  than  any  of  his  hirelinfs 
would  have  given.     Never  wai  ludi 

invitation 
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invitation.  I  know  not :  as  it  was  conveyed  in  very  handsome 
expressions,  it  required  some  apology  for  declining  it,  and 
I  cannot  but  think  he  framed  one.    (Page  328.) 

Invitations  to  dine  with  such  of  those  as  he  Uked,  he  so  seldom 
declined,  that  to  a  friend  of  his,  he  said,  '  I  never  but  once,  upon 
a  resolution  to  employ  myself  in  study,  balked  '  an  invitation  out 
to  dinner,  and  then  I  stayed  at  home  and  did  nothing*.*    (fage 

Johnson  looked  upon  eating  as  a  very  serious  business,  and 
enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  a  splendid  tabic  equally  with  most  men. 
It  was,  at  no  time  of  his  life,  pleasing  to  see  him  at  a  meal ;  the 
greediness  with  which  he  ate,  his  toLil  in.ittcntion  to  those 
among  whom  he  was  seated,  and  his  profound  silence  in  the 
hour  of  refection,  were  circumstances  that  at  the  instant  degraded 
him.  and  shewed  him  to  be  more  a  sensualist  than  a  philo- 
sopher ^.  Moreover,  he  was  a  lover  of  tea  to  an  e.xccss  hardly 
credible;  whenever  it  appeared,  he  was  almost  raving,  and  by 
his  impatience  to  be  served,  his  incessant  calls  for  those  in- 
gredients which  make  that  liquor  palatable,  and  the  haste  with 
which  he  swallowed  it  down,  he  seldom  failed  to  make  that 
a  fatigue  to  every  one  clsC*,  which  was  intended  as  a  general 


a  <oaipoeilion  of  vanity,  versatility, 
and  servility.  In  short,  ihcre  is  but 
onefeatureu-aoling— his  wit,  of  which 
in  his  whole  book  there  are  not  three 
ftalltes.  I  often  laid  of  Lord  Hervcy 
and  Dodiogton,  Ihxt  they  were  the 
only  two  1  cvcT  knew  who  were  al- 
nys  aiming  ai  wit.  and  yet  genaally 
found  it.' 

'  Jobnsoogivesasihe  third  mean- 
ing of  ialk  'to  omit,  or  reiuse  iiny- 
ihins.'    Hawkins  uses  it  pasl,  p.  1 1 5. 

■  'Ifancy/writcs Dr.  Maxwell. 'he 
must  have  read  and  wrote  chieAy  in 
ihe  ni([ht,  fo*  1  can  scarcely  recollect 
that  he  ever  refused  ijoing  with  me 
to  a  Uvcm.'  ttje,  ii.  1 1 9.  For  the 
hoars  at  which  he  wrote  see  posl  in 
Slccvens's  Anted^a. 


*  Percy  remarks  00  the  passage  in 
the  U/e  (1.4681  where  lioswell  de« 
scribes  Johnson's  voracious  eating:— 
'This  is  extremely  exaggerated.  He 
ale  heartily,  having  a  good  appetite, 
but  not  with  the  voraciousness  de- 
scribed  by  Mr.  Boswell;  all  whose 
otravagunt  accounts  must  be  read 
with  caution  and  abnlemenl.'  Andor- 
son'syoAtttJW.  ed.  1815,  p.  471. 

'  In  John  Knox's  Tour  through 
ihe  HighUmdi,  cd.  1787,  p.  143,  it  is 
stiiced  that  at  Dunvcgan '  Lady  Mac- 
leod,  who  had  re|)caiedLy  helped 
Dr.  Johnson  to  sixtten  dishes  or  up- 
wards of  tea,  aakcci  him  if  a  small 
ha&in  would  not  save  him  trouble, 
and  be  more  agreeable.  "  I  wonder, 
M  adam,''  answered  he  roughly, "  why 

refreshment 
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refreshment.  Such  signs  of  effeminacy  as  these,  suited  but  ill 
with  the  appearance  of  a  man,  who,  for  his  bodily  strength  and 
stature,  has  been  compared  to  Polyphemus.    (Page  355.) 

All  this  while,  the  booksellers,  who  by  his  own  confesstoo 
were  his  best  friends',  had  their  eyes  upon  Johnson,  and  re- 
flected with  some  concern  on  what  seemed  to  them  a  mis- 
application of  his  talents.  The  furnishing  magazines,  reviews, 
and  even  news-papers,  with  literary  intelligence,  and  the  authors 
of  books,  who  could  not  write  them  for  themselves,  with  dedica- 
tions and  prefaces,  they  looked  on  as  employments  beneath  hitn, 
who  had  attained  to  such  eminence  as  a  wTiter  ;  they,  therefore, 
in  the  year  1756,  found  out  for  him  such  a  one  as  seemed  to 
afford  a  prospect  both  of  amusement  and  profit :  this  was  ao 
edition  of  Shakespeare's  dramatic  works,  which,  by  a  concur- 
rence of  circumstances,  was  now  become  necessary,  to  answer 
the  increasing  demand  of  the  public  for  the  writings  of  that 
author' 

A  stranger  to  Johnson's  character  and  temper  would  have 
thought,  that  the  study  of  an  author,  whose  skill  in  the  science 
of  human  life  was  so  deep,  and  whose  perfections  were  so  maay 
and  various  as  to  be  above  the  reach  of  all  praise,  must  have 
been  the  most  pleasing  employment  that  his  imagination  could 
suggest,  but  it  was  not  so  :  in  a  visit  that  he  one  morning  made 
to  me,  [  congratulated  him  on  his  being  now  engaged  in  a  work 
that  suited  his  genius,  and  that,  requiring  none  of  that  severe 
application   which    his   Dictionary  had   condemned    him   to,  I 


all  the  l3(li«s  ask  me  such  Imperti- 
nent questions.  It  is  to  save  your- 
sctvcs  trouble,  Madsin,iind  not  me." 
The  lady  was  silent  and  went  en  with 
her  task.* 

Boswdl  tells  nothing  of  this;  it 
is  probable  that  tlie  number  of  the 
cups  and  the  roughness  of  the  answer 
were  increased  by  oadition.  JSntt, 
ii.  7& 

*  '  1  once  said  to  him, "  1  am  sorry. 
Sir,  you  did  not  get  more  for  your 


Dictionary.'  His  answer  was,  "1 
am  sorry  loo.  Rut  it  was  v-ery  wefl. 
ThcbookacUcrsarci^encrous  libcnl- 
minded  men." '    U/r,  i.  304. 

'  An/f,  i.  41 5.  '  The  seventeenth 
century  had  been  satitficd  wiib  fovr 
edicionsof  hiscollccicd  play».  Inilie 
lirsi  hundred  yeats  after  his  death 
there  were  but  six ;  in  the  next  6fty 
yea.r3  there  were  three  and  twenty.' 
tVri/grc  atui  Readers,  by  Gcoige 
Blrkbeck  Hill,  ^  64. 

doubted 
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doubted  not  would  be  executed  eon  amore. — HU  answer  was, 
*I  took  upon  this  as  I  did  upon  the  Dictionary:  it  is  all  work, 
and  my  inducement  to  it  is  not  love  or  desire  of  fame,  but  the 
want  of  money,  which  is  the  only  motive  to  writing  that  I  know 
of '.'—And  the  event  was  evidence  to  me,  that  in  this  speech  he 
declared  his  genuine  sentiments;  for  neither  in  the  first  place 
did  he  set  himself  to  cotlecl  early  editions  of  his  author',  old 
plays,  translations  of  histories,  and  of  the  cla3sics,  and  other 
materials  necessary  for  his  purpose,  nor  could  he  be  prevailed  on 
to  enter  into  that  course  of  reading,  without  which  it  seemed 
impossible  to  come  at  the  sense  of  his  author  \  It  was  pro- 
voking to  all  his  friends  to  see  him  waste  his  days,  his  weeks,  and 
his  months  so  long,  that  they  feared  a  mental  lethargy  had 
seized  him,  out  of  which  he  would  never  recover.  In  this, 
however,  they  were  happily  deceived,  for,  after  two  years  in- 
actix-ity,  they  found  him  roused  to  action,  and  engaged — not  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  work,  for  the  completion  whereof  he  stood 
doubly  bound,  but  in  a  new  one,  the  furnishing  a  series  of 
periodica!  essays,  intitled,  and  it  maybe  thought  not  improperly, 
'The  Idler  Y  as  his  motive  to  the  employment  was  aversion  to 
a  labour  he  had  undertaken,  though  in  the  execution,  it  must  be 
owned,  it  merited  a  better  name.     (Page  361.) 

About  this  time  he  had,  from  a  friend  who  highly  esteemed 
him,  the  offer  of  a  living',  of  which  he  might  have  rendered 
himself  capable  by  entering  into  holy  orders:  it  was  a  rectory, 
in  a  pleasant  country,  and  of  such  a  yearly  value  as  might  have 
tempted  one  in  better  circumstances  than  himself  to  accept  it; 
but  be  had  scruples  about  the  duties  of  the  ministerial  function, 
that  he  could  not,  after  deliberation,  overcome.  'I  have  not," 
said  he,  'the  requisites    for  the  office,  and  I  cannot,  in  my 


'  Lift,  iii.  19 ;  autt,  W.  tjo.  \VIi«n 
he  had  finished  his  Shaktspmn  ihe 
wrote:—' To  tell  tlie  [ruth,  us  I  felt 
00  solicitude  aboat  ibis  work,  I  re* 
ccivc  no  great  comfort  rtotu  its  con- 
clusion.'   Lttttrsy  i.  123. 

'  '  I  colUlcd  sucli  copies  as  I  couM 
procure,  and  wbhcd  lor  more,  but 


have  not  found  the  collectors  of  these 
rarities  very  communicative."  Works, 
v.  146. 

'  Ante,  i.  473- 

'  ^«//.  i.4is;  /.^*r,  i.  330. 

'  It  was  a  living  in  Lincolnshire, 
offered  him  by  Bcnnet  Langtoo's 
father,    tb.  L  330. 

conscience 


coasdencc.  shear  that  flock  which  I  am  unable  to  feed.' — ^Upoa 
conversing  with  bim  on  that  inability  which  was  his  reason  for 
'declining  the  offer,  it  was  found  to  be  a  suspicion  of  his  patience 
to  undergo  the  fatigue  of  catechising  and  instructing  a  great 
number  of  poor  Ignorant  persons,  who,  in  religious  matters,  had, 
perhaps,  every  thing  to  learn.    (Page  ^65.) 

He  had  removed,  about  the  beginning  of  the  year  1760,  to 
chambers  two  doors  down  the  Inner-Temple  lane;  and  I  have 
been  told  by  his  neighbour  at  the  corner,  that  during  the  time 
he  dwelt  there,  more  enquiries  were  made  at  his  shop  for 
Mr.  Johnson,  than  for  all  the  inhabitants  put  tt^thcr  of  both 
the  Inner  and  Middle  Temple '.    (Page  383.) 

Johnson  had,  early  in  his  life,  been  a  dabbler  In  physic', 
and  laboured  under  some  secret  bodily  infirmities  that  gave  him 
occasion  once  to  say  to  me,  that  he  knew  not  what  it  was  to  be 
totally  free  from  pain*.  He  now  drew  into  a  closer  intimacy 
with  him  a  man,  with  whom  he  had  been  acquainted  from  the 
3fear  1746*,  ooe  of  the  lowest  practitioners  in  the  art  of  healing 
that  ever  sought  a  livelihood  by  it :  him  he  consulted  in  all  that 
related  to  his  health,  and  made  so  necessary  to  him  as  hardly  to 
be  able  to  live  without  him. 

The  name  of  this  person  was  Robert  Levett.  An  account  of 
him  is  given  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  February  1785: 
an  earlier  than  that,  I  have  now  lying  before  me,  in  a  letter 
from  a  person  in  the  country  to  Johnson,  written  in  answer  to 
one  in  which  he  had  desired  to  be  informed  of  some  particulars 
respecting  his  friend  Levett,  then  lately  deceased  '.  The  sub- 
stance of  this  information  is  as  follows : 

He  was  born  at  Kirk  Ella,  a  parish  about  five  miles  distant 
from  Hull,  and  lived  with  his  parents  till  about  twenty  years  of 
age.     He  had  acquired  some  knowledge  of  the  Latin  language, 


'  ttyg,  i.  350,  n.  3 :  LeUers,  i.  90, 
M.  3;  ante,  i,  416. 

'  Not  oaly  eiu-ly,  but  llirough  most 
of  his  life,  '  he  was  a  great  dabbler 
in  physic'    Lift,  iii.  151. 

*  He  wrote  to  Hector  lowu^t  the 


end  of  his  life : — '  My  health  has 
been  from  my  tweniietb  year  sod 
a^  has  seldom  alToided  me  a  tingle 
day  of  case.'    fb.  iv.  I47. 

•  U/e,  w.  137. 

'  Jt.  iv.  143 ;  I^titrSt  it.  343. 

and 
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and  had  a  propensity  to  learning,  which  his  parents  not  being 
able  to  gratify,  he  went  to  tive  as  a  shopman  with  a  \»^oIlen- 
drapcr  at  Hull :  with  him  he  stayed  two  years,  during  which 
time  he  learned  from  a  aetghhour  of  his  master  somewhat  of  the 
practice  of  physic:  at  the  end  thereof  he  came  to  London,  with 
a  view  possibly  to  improve  himself  in  that  profession;  but  by 
some  str&nge  accident  was  led  to  pursue  another  course,  and 
became  steward,  or  some  other  upper  servant,  to  the  then  lord 
Cardigan  [or  Cadogao] :  and  having  saved  some  money,  he 
took  a  resolution  to  travel,  and  visited  France  and  Italy  for  the 
purpose,  as  his  letters  mention,  of  gaining  experience  in  physic, 
and.  returning  to  London  with  a  valuable  library  which  he  had 
collected  abroad,  placed  one  of  his  brothers  apprentice  to  a 
mathematical-instrument  maker,  and  provided  for  the  education 
of  another.  After  thts  he  went  to  Paris,  and,  for  improvement, 
attended  the  hospitals  in  that  city.  At  the  end  of  five  years  he 
returned  to  England,  and  taking  lodgings  in  the  house  of  an 
attorney  in  Northumberland  court,  near  Charing  cross,  he 
became  a  practiccr  of  physic.  The  letter  adds,  that  he  was 
about  seventy-eight  at  Uie  time  of  his  death. 

The  account  of  Lcvett  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  is  anony- 
mous ;  I  nevertheless  give  it  verbatim,  and  mean  hereafter  to 
mscit  a  letter  of  Johnson's  to  Dr.  Lawrence,  notifying  his  death, 
and  stanzas  of  his  writing  on  that  occasion  '. 

'Mr.  Lcvett,  though  an  Englishman  by  birth,  became  early 
in  life  a  waiter  at  a  coITcc-house  in  Paris.  The  surgeons  who 
frequented  it,  finding  him  of  an  inquisitive  turn,  and  attentive 
to  their  conversation,  made  a  purse  for  him,  and  gave  him  some 
instructions  in  their  art.  They  afterwards  furnished  him  with 
the  means  of  other  knowledge,  by  procuring  him  free  admission 
to  such  lectures  in  pharmacy  and  anatomy  as  were  read  by  the 
ablest  professors  of  that  period.  Hence  his  introduction  to 
a  business,  which  afforded  him  a  continual,  though  slender 
maintenance.  Where  the  middle  part  of  his  life  was  spent,  is 
uncertain.  He  rcsidedj  however,  above  twenty  years  under  the 
roof  of  Johnson,  who  never  wished  him  to  be  regarded  as  an 


•  li/t,  W.  137. 


inferior 


:to 
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inferior,  or  treated  him  like  a  dependent '.  He  breakfasted  with 
the  doctor  evciy  morning,  and  perhaps  was  scon  no  more  by 
him  till  mid-night.  Much  of  the  day  was  employed  in  attend* 
ance  on  his  patients,  who  were  chiefly  of  the  lowest  rank  of 
tradesmen.  The  remainder  of  his  hours  he  dedicated  to  Hunter's 
lectures',  and  to  as  many  dilTerent  opportunities  of  improve- 
ment, as  he  could  meet  with  on  the  same  gratuitous  cJbnditions. 
"Ail  his  medical  knowledge,"  said  Johnson,  "and  it  is  not  in- 
considerable', was  obtained  through  the  car.  Though  he  buys 
books,  he  seldom  looks  into  them,  or  discovers  any  power  by 
which  he  can  be  supposed  to  judge  of  an  author's  merit." 

'Before  he  became  a  constant  inmate  of  the  Doctor's  house, 
he  married,  when  he  was  near  sixty,  a  woman  of  the  town,  who 
had  persuaded  him  (notwithstanding  thctr  place  of  congress  was 
a  small-coal  shed  in  Fettcr-lanc)  that  she  was  nearly  related  to 
a  man  of  fortune,  but  was  injuriously  kept  by  him  out  of  laige 
possessions.  It  is  almost  needless  to  add.  that  both  parties  wcrt 
disappointed  in  their  views.  If  Lcvett  took  her  for  an  bctress, 
who  in  time  might  be  rich,  she  regarded  him  as  a  phyadaa 
already  in  considerable  practice. — Compared  with  the  marvels 
of  this  transaction,  as  Johnson  himself  declared  when  relating 
them,  the  tales  in  the  Arabian  Nights'  Entertainments  seem 
familiar  occurrences.  Never  was  infant  more  completely  duped 
than  our  hero.  He  had  not  been  married  four  months,  before 
a  writ  was  taken  out  against  him,  for  debts  incurred  by  his 
wife- — He  was  secreted,  and  his  friend  then  procured  him 
a  protection  from  a  foreign  minister  *.     In  a  short  time  after- 


'  '  Dr.  JohTiscn  has  frfqucnlly  ob- 
served, thai  Lev*tt  was  indebted  lo 
him  for  nothing  more  ihiLn  house- 
roam,  his  share  in  a  penny  loaf  at 
break  fa  si,  and  now  and  then  a  dinner 
on  ;i  Sunday."     Notf  by  Han'kins. 

*  Both  William  Hunter  and  his 
brother  John  lectured.  For  William 
Hunter,  see  IMttrs,  ii.  339. 

•  '  He  hod  acted  for  many  years  in 
the  capacity  of  surgeon  and  apothc- 
carj"  10  Johnson,  under  ihe  direction 
of  l)r.  Lawrence.'  NeU  by  Hav/kins. 


*  'May  13,  1771.  A  cause  »u 
determined  in  the  Kinji's  Ucncli,  ia 
favour  of  a  Merchant  who  bad  de- 
mands on  a  peifton  protectKl  by  a 
foreign  Ambassador,  that  person  oM 
bctnj;  a  real  servant  brout:bt  ova 
will)  the  Ambassailor,  but  haviiq: 
since  procured  his  prolectioo.  01 
all  the  causes  determined  ia  la« 
within  these  twenty  year^  pcrk^i* 
no  one  is  of  more  importance  than 
the  present.'  OtntltmatCi  Magtiim, 
mh  P-  =35- 

lii-ards. 
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wards,  she  ran  away  from  him,  and  was  tried,  providentially,  in 
his  opinion,  for  picking  pockets  at  the  Old  Bailey.  Her  hus- 
band was,  with  difficulty,  prevented  from  attending  the  court, 
in  the  hope  she  would  be  lianged.  She  pleaded  her  own  cause, 
and  was  acquitted  ;  a  separation  between  this  ill-starred  couple 
took  place ;  and  Dr.  Johnson  then  took  Levett  home,  where  he 
continued  till  his  death,  which  happened  suddenly,  without 
pain,  Jan.  17,  1782.  His  vanity  in  supposing  that  a  young 
woman  of  family  and  fortune  should  be  enamoured  of  him, 
Dr.  Johnson  thought,  deserved  some  check. — As  no  relations  of 
his  were  known  to  Johhson,  he  advertised  for  them  '.  Id  the 
course  of  a  few  weeks  an  heir  at  law  appeared,  and  ascertained 
his  title  to  what  effects  the  deceased  had  left  behind. 

*  Lcvctt's  character  was  rendered  valuable  by  repeated  proof 
of  honesty,  tenderness,  and  gratitude  to  his  benefactor,  as  well 
as  by  an  unwearied  diligence  in  his  profession'.— His  single 
foiling  was,  an  occasional  departure  from  sobriety.  Johiuon 
would  observe,  he  was,  perhaps,  the  only  man  who  ever  became 
intoxicated  through  motives  of  prudence.  He  reflected,  that  if 
he  refused  the  gin  or  brandy  offered  him  by  some  of  his  patients, 
he  could  have  been  no  gainer  by  their  cure,  as  they  might  have 
had  nothing  else  to  bestow  on  him.  This  habit  of  taking  a  fee, 
in  whatever  shape  it  was  exhibited,  could  not  be  put  off  by 
advice  or  admonition  of  any  kind.  He  would  swallow  what  he 
did  not  like,  nay,  what  he  knew  would  injure  him,  rather  than 
go  home  with  an  idea,  that  his  skill  had  been  exerted  without 
recompense.  "  Had  (said  Johnson)  all  his  patients  maliciously 
combined  to  reward  him  with  meat  and  strong  liquors  instead  of 
money,  he  would  cither  have  burst,  like  the  dragon  in  the 
Apocrypha ',  through  repletion,  or  been  scorched  up,  like  Portia, 
by  swallowing  fire*."  But  let  not  from  hence  an  imputation 
of  lapaciousness  be  fixed  upon  him.    Tliough  he  took  all  that 


•  U/t,  ir.  143. 

■  'He  WIS  an  old  and  faithful 
friczxl,'  Jobnson  recorded  in  hist 
i}iary.    Aittf,  i.  I02.    '  Ht  w»»  very 

El  the  poor,'  he  wroic  to  Mr. 
.    Lift,  iv.  145. 


'  Bel  and  the  Dragon,  verse  2j. 
'With  this  she  fell  dislract. 
And,    her    aliendanis    absent, 
swallow'd  fire' 
Julius  Caesar,  Act  iv.  *c.  3, 1.  155. 

was 
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was  oRcred  him,  he  demanded  nothing  rrom  the  poor,  nor  was 
known  in  any  instance  to  have  enforced  the  payment  of  even 
wliat  was  strictly  his  due. 

'His  person  was  middle-sized  and  thin;  his  visage  swarthy, 
adust  and  corrugated.  His  conversation,  except  on  professional 
subjects,  barren.  When  in  deshabille,  he  might  have  been  mis- 
taken for  an  alchemist,  whose  complexion  had  been  hurt  by  the 
fumes  of  the  crudblc,  and  whose  clothes  had  suffered  from  the 
sparks  of  the  furnace. 

*  Such  was  Lcvett,  whose  whimsical  frailty,  if  weighed  against 
his  good  and  useful  qualjlic:^,  was 

"A  floaliog  atom,  dust  that  falb  unheeded 
Into  thic  adverse  scale,  nor  shakes  ihc  balance." 

Jrftu,  Act  i.  ML  y 

To  this  character  I  here  add  as  a  supplement  to  it,  a  dictniD 
of  Johnson  respecting  Levett.  viz.  that  his  external  appearance 
and  behaviour  were  such,  that  he  di:^»tcd  the  rich,  and  t( 
the  poor '. 

But  notwithstanding  all  these  offensive  particulars,  JohnsoDi 
whose  credulity  in  some  instances  was  as  great  as  his  incredulity 
in  others,  conceived  of  him  as  a  skilful  medical  prufcssor.  and 
thought  himself  happy  in  having  so  near  his  person  one  who  was 
to  him,  not  solely  a  physician,  a  surgeon,  or  an  apothecary,  but 
all.  In  extraordinary  cases  he,  however,  availed  himself  of  the 
assistance  of  his  valued  friend  Dr.  Lawrence,  a  man  of  whom,  in 
respect  of  his  piety,  Ic-irning,  and  skill  in  his  profession,  it  may 
almost  be  said,  the  world  was  not  worthy,  inasmuch  as  it  suffcrwl 
bis  talents,  for  the  whole  of  his  life,  to  remain,  in  a  great 
measure,  unemployed,  and  himself  end  his  days  to  sorrow  and 
obscurity '.  .  .  . 


'IN 


In  his  [Dr.  Lawrence's]  endeavours  to  attain  to  emlaenc^  it 

•  Percy  described   Lcveit    a.i  '  a      fellow,  but  1   have  a  good  regard 

for  bim  ;  for  his  brut.\liiy  i>  in  his 
inanncts,  not  hia  tnind.*  Mmc- 
D'Arblay's /Jwrv.  '■  •I4- 

•  Ahu,  i.  104 ;  U/t,  iL  ag6,  *  i ; 
iv.  143. 


modest,  reserved  mitn  ;  hiitnble  and 
unalTccled,  rtuidy  lo  execute  any 
commission  for  Johnson,  aiid  gralc- 
ful  for  his  patroaagt'  Anderson's 
JdA/isjh,  ed.  1815,  p.  181,  'Levett, 
MftdaiQ,  (said  Johnson),  is  a  brutal 
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was  bis  tnisfortuoe  to  fail :  he  was  above  those  arts  by  which 
popularity  is  acquired,  and  had  besides  some  personal  defects  and 
habits  which  stood  in  his  way ;  a  vacuity  of  countenance  very 
unfavourable  lo  an  opininn  of  his  learning  or  sagacity,  and 
certain  convulsive  motions  of  the  head  and  features  that  gave 
pain  to  the  beholders,  and  drew  off  attention  to  all  that  he 
said.  .  . . 

The  sincere  and  lasting  friendship  that  subsisted  between 
Johnson  and  Ijcvctt,  niay  serve  to  shew,  that  although  a  simi- 
larity of  dispositions  and  qualities  has  a  tendency  to  beget 
afTcction,  or  something  very  nearly  resembling  it,  it  may  be 
contracted  and  subsist  where  this  inducement  is  wanting ;  for 
hardly  were  ever  two  men  less  like  each  other,  in  this  respect, 
than  were  they.  Lc\'ctt  had  not  an  understanding  capable  of 
comprehending  the  talents  of  Johnson:  the  mind  of  Johnson 
was  therefore,  as  to  him,  a  blank ;  and  Johnson,  had  the  eye 
of  his  mind  been  more  penetrating  than  it  was,  could  not 
discern,  what  did  not  exist,  any  particulars  in  Levett's  character 
that  at  all  resembled  his  own.  He  had  no  learning,  and  con- 
sequently was  an  unfit  companion  for  a  learned  man;  and 
though  it  may  be  said,  that  having  lived  for  some  years  abroad, 
he  must  have  seen  and  remarked  many  things  that  would  have 
afforded  entertainment  in  the  relation,  this  advantage  was 
counterbalanced  by  an  utter  inability  for  continued  conversation, 
ucitumily  being  one  of  the  most  obvious  features  in  his  char- 
acter': the  consideration  of  all  which  particulars  almost  impels 
me  to  say.  that  Levett  admired  Johnson  because  others  admired 
him,  and  that  Johnson  in  pity  loved  Levett,  because  few  others 
could  find  any  thing  in  him  to  love. 

And  here  1  cannot  forbear  remarking,  that,  almost  throughout 
bis  Ufe,  poverty  and  distressed  circumstances  seemed  to  be  the 
strongest  of  all  recommendations  to  his  favour.  When  asked 
hy  one  of  bis  most  intimate  friends,  how  he  could  bear  to  be 


'  'He  was  {wfi  Boswtll)  of  a 
MTADge  grotesque  ippenrsnce,  sulf 
and  fonnal  in  his  manner,  and  seldom 
said  a  word  while  any  comfKiny  was 
present.'   U/f,  i.  243.    Johnjun  wrote 

VOL.  U. 


I 


to  MTS.ThTBlc: — '  MyliDusc  has  lost 
Levett.  a  nian  wlio  look  interest  in 
everything,  and  therefore  read/  at 
convecsaiiun.'     LtUeri,  it.  309. 

surrounded 
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surrounded  by  !tuch  necessitous  and  undeserving  penplc  as  he 
had  about  him,  his  answer  via»,  '  If  I  did  not  assist  them  no  one 
else  would,  and  they  must  be  lost  for  want.'     (Page  396.) 

Johnson  was  a  great  lover  of  penitents',  and  of  all  such  men 
as,  in  their  conversation,  made  profcs»ons  of  piety';  of  this 
man'  he  would  say,  that  he  was  one  of  the  most  pious  of  all  his 
acquaintance,  but  In  this,  as  he  frctiucntly  was  in  the  judgment 
he  fonncti  of  others,  he  was  mistaken.  It  is  possible  thai 
Southwell  might,  in  his  conversation,  express  such  sentiments  of 
religion  and  moral  obligation,  as  served  to  shew  that  he  was  not 
an  infidel,  but  he  seldom  went  sober  to  bed*,  and  as  seldom  rose 
from  it  before  noon. 

He  was  also  an  admirer  of  such  as  he  thought  well-bred  men. 
What  was  his  notion  of  good  breeding  I  could  never  learn.  If 
it  was  not  courtesy  and  affability,  it  could  to  him  be  nothii^: 
for  he  was  an  incompetent  judge  of  graceful  attitudes  and 
motions,  and  of  the  ritual  of  behaviour.  Of  lord  SouthweU^ 
the  brother  of  the  above  person,  and  of  Tom  Her\'ey,  a  pro- 
fligate, worthless  man*,  the  author  of  the  tetter  to  Sir  Thoma* 
Hanmer ',  and  who  had  nothing  in  his  external  appearance  that 
could  in  the  least  recommend  him,  he  was  used  to  say,  they 
were  each  of  them  a  model  for  the  first  man  of  quality  in  the 
kingdom  *.     (Page  406.J 


'  Lifit  iv.  406,  n.  I. 

'  Reynolds  said  that  Johnson '  ap- 
peared to  have  litdc  iuspicion  of  hy- 
pocrisy in  relitnon-'   ■^«/*'.  "-  9.  «■  I- 

'  Ednmnd  Southwell.  i<rW/M,i.30S. 

*  JuKnson  said  of  his  old  scliuol- 
fcllow,  the  Rev.  Charles  Congieve, 
'  He  has  an  elderly  woma.n  . . .  nho 
eneountges  him  in  drinking,  in  which 
he  is  very  wilting  to  be  encouraged ; 
not  that  he  gets  drunk,  for  he  is 
a  very  pious  man,  but  he  is  alwuiys 
muddy.'    Li/e,  li.  460, 

*  '  Lord  Southwell,"  he  said,  'was 
the  highest-bred  man  without  in- 
solence that  1  ever  was  in  comp-iny 
with ;  the  most  quaiiUed  1  ever  saw.' 


•  'Tom  Hcrvcy,  who  died  l'  other 
day,  ihoutjh  it  vicious  man,  was  one 
of  the  g^cnicielM.1  men  that  ever  U*wl' 
/i.  ii,  341,    See  ante,  L  254. 

Honce  WAlpole  wrote  on  Jsm.  34, 
l77S(Z/-//.rrj,vi.  l8a);— "ToniHervey 
is  dead;  Afler  sending  for  his  wife, 
and  re -acknowledging  her  to  pathetic 
heroics,' 

'  Life,  ii.  32.  «.  1 ;  33,  n.  a. 

*  '  Garrick  used  to  tell,  that  John- 
son said  of  an  nctor,  whn  played  Sir 
H.irry  Wildair  at  Lichlicld,  "  There 
15  a  courtly  vivacity  iibout  the  fellow"; 
when,  in  fact,  according;  to  Gartick'i 
account,  "he  was  the  most  wlgU 
ruffinn  that  ever  went  upon  h»ar4tT' 
ih.  ii.  465. 
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Johnson  was  now  at  case  in  his  circumstances ' :  he  wanted  his 
usual  motive  to  impel  him  to  the  exertion  of  his  talents,  neces- 
sity, and  he  sunk  into  indolence.  Whoever  called  in  on  him  at 
about  n>id-day,  found  him  and  Lcvctt  at  breakfast,  Johnson  in 
deshabille,  aa  just  risen  from  bed,  and  Lcvett  filling  out  tea  for 
himself  and  his  patron  altcmatelj',  no  conversation  passing 
between  them.  All  that  visited  him  at  these  hours  were 
welcome.  A  night's  rest,  and  brealcfast,  seldom  failed  to  refresh 
and  fit  him  for  discourse,  and  whoever  withdrew  went  too 
soon'.  His  invitations  to  dinners  abroad  were  numerous,  and 
he  seldom  balked  them.  At  evening  parties,  where  were  no 
cards,  he  very  often  made  one;  and  from  these,  when  once 
engaged,  most  unwillingly  retired. 

In  the  relaxation  of  mind,  which  almast  any  one  might  have 
foreseen  would  follow  the  grant  of  his  pension  ^  he  made  little 
account  of  tliat  lapse  of  time,  on  which,  in  many  of  his  papers, 
he  so  severely  moralizes.  And,  though  he  was  so  exact  an 
observer  of  the  passing  minutes,  aa  frequently,  after  his  coming 
from  church,  to  note  in  his  diary  how  many  the  service  took  up 
in  reading,  and  the  sermon  in  preaching' ;  he  seemed  to  forget 
how  many  years  had  passed  since  he  had  begun  to  take  in  sub- 
jKriptions  for  his  edition  of  Shakespeare.  Such  a  torpor  had 
seized  his  faculties,  as  not  all  the  remonstrances  of  his  friends 
were  able  to  cure :  applied  to  some  minds,  they  would  have 
burned  like  caiwics,  but  Johnson  felt  them  not  ^    (Page  435.) 

He  removed  from  the  Temple  into  a  house  in  Johnson's  court, 
Fleet-street,  and  invited  thither  his  friend  Mrs.  Williams*.    An 


'  Tbrougti  his  pension.  Ante.  i. 
417;  U/e,'\.y^z.  '  lb.  ii.  iiB. 

'  Tliis  ' rcliix^itioii  of  mind'  pre- 
ceded his  pcntion.  He  liiid  fnr  sotnc 
time  been  'tivinj;  in  pnvt>ny,  coial 
idleness  and  the  pride  of  ItCernture.' 
Aittt,  i.  41&  He  brought  the  IdUr 
to  an  end  on  April  5,  i7']o ;  af^cr  thai 
be  did  next  lo  nothing  for  Kome  years. 
His  Skakespeni'*  was  not  published 
till  1765.  His  pension  was  granted 
in  the  sumoter  of  176X. 


I 


*  This  diary  is  not  in  prim. 

*  i»>,  i.  319. 

'  She  had  lived  with  him  in  Gough 
Square  (Lt/c,  i.  232),  bui  had  gone 
into  lodgings  when  he  weni  into 
chnmbers,  first  in  Staple  Inn,  then 
in  Gray's  Inn,  and  lastly  in  Inner 
Temple  Lane.  lb.  \.  350,  n.  3.  In 
Scotland,  referring  to  his  house  in 
Johnson's  Court,  he  described  him- 
Klf  as.  'JohtL!.on  of  that  Ilk.'    lb.  ii. 

427,  «.  3. 

3  upper 
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tipper  room,  which  had  the  advanta^s  of  a  g'ood  light  and  free 
air,  he  fitted  up  for  a  study',  and  furnished  with  books,  chosen 
with  so  little  regard  to  editions  or  their  external  appearance,  as 
shewed  they  were  intended  for  use,  and  that  he  disdained  the 
ostentation  of  Seaming.  Here  he  was  in  a  sitmtion  and  circum- 
stances that  enabled  him  to  enjoy  the  visits  of  his  friends,  and 
to  receive  them  in  a  manner  suitable  to  the  rank  and  conditioo 
of  many  of  them.  A  silver  standish,  and  some  useful  plate, 
which  he  had  been  prevailed  on  to  accept  as  pledges  of  kindness 
from  some  who  most  esteemed  him,  together  with  furniture  that 
would  not  have  di^raced  a  better  dwelling,  banished  those 
appearances  of  squalid  indigence,  which,  in  his  less  happy  da)-s, 
dij^usted  those  who  came  to  see  Kim ". 

In  one  of  his  diaries  he  noted  down  a  rciiolution  to  take  a  scat 
in  the  church ;  this  he  might  possibly  do  about  the  time  of  this 
his  removal.  The  church  he  frequented  was  that  of  St.  Clement 
Danes*,  which,  though  not  his  parish-church,  he  preferred  to 
that  of  the  Temple,  which  I  recommended  to  him,  as  being  free 
from  noise,  and,  in  other  respects,  more  commodious-  His  only 
reason  was,  that  in  the  former  he  was  best  known.  Mc  was  not 
constant  in  his  attendance  on  divine  worship*;  but,  from  an 
opinion  peculiar  to  himself,  and  which  he  once  intimated  to  me. 
seemed  to  wait  for  some  secret  impulse  as  a  motive  to  it.  .  .  . 

The  Sundays  which  he  passed  at  home  were,  nevertheless, 
spent  in  private  exercises  of  devotion  *,  and  sanctified  by  acts 
of  charity  of  a  singular  kind ;   on  that  day  he  accepted  of  no 


'  AkU,  i.  37. 

*  Boswcll.diningwTth  himin  1781, 
says  llial  *  he  produced  nuw  fur  the 
first  Nine  SPffie  han^lsome  ^tvcr 
salvers,  which,  he  told  mc,  he  had 
bought  fourteen  ye^is  ago  ;  so  it  was 
a  great  duy,"  /J/e,  iv.  92.  See  aliio 
ih.  n.  SI  5,  where  Uoswcll,  dining  with 
him  (or  the  Itrst  litne  in  1773, '  iound 
every  ihing  in  very  good  order."  and 
ib.  ii.  376,  where,  occupying  a  room 
in  his  house  in  1775, he 'found  every- 
thing in  excellent  order.' 

"  Anit,  i.  63,  n.  6 ;  lift,  \\.  314. 


*  Ante,  ii.  94,  n.  t. 

'  'He  was  accustomed  fin  tbcie 
days  10  read  the  Scriptures,  and  ptf- 
licularly  (he  Greek  Testament,  witk 
thepampliraaecifEnksmus.  Very  late 
in  his  life  he  forinefl  a  nMitution  ro 
read  the  Itible  throuf^h,  which  be 
confessed  to  me  he  had  ncv-ex  done; 
at  the  same  time  l^uncniing,  thai 
he  had  80  long  neglected  to  perriMv 
wh.-it  he  called  the  charter  of  hit 
salvation.'  AW«  iy  HawJitHt,  SeS 
Mite,  i.  59. 

invitatioo 
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invitation  abroad,  but  gave  a  dinner  to  such  of  his  poor  friends 
as  might  else  have  gone  without  one'.     (Page  45a.) 

To  impress  the  more  strongly  on  his  mind  the  value  of  time, 
the  use  it  behoved  every  wise  man  to  make  of  it,  he  in- 

Jged  himself  in  an  article  of  luxury,  which,  as  far  as  my 
observation  and  remembrance  will  serve  mc,  he  never  enjoyed 
till  this  late  period  of  his  life :  it  was  a  watch,  which  he  caused 
to  be  made  for  him,  in  the  year  1768,  by  those  eminent  artists 
Mudgc  and  Dutton :  it  was  of  metal,  and  the  outer  ca^c  covered 
■with  tortoise-shell ;  he  paid  for  it  seventeen  guineas.  On  the 
dial-plate  thereof,  which  was  of  enamel,  he  caused  to  be  inscribed, 
in  the  original  Greek,  these  words  of  our  blessed  Saviour,  Nvf 
yep  'PX""<"'  '^^  with  the  mistake  of  a  letter  ^  for  u :  the  meaning 
of  them  is,  *  For  the  night  Cometh.'  This,  though  a  memento 
of  great  importance,  he,  about  three  years  after,  thought  pedantic  ; 
he,  therefore,  exchanged  the  dial-plate  for  one  in  which  the  in- 
scription was  omitted  '.     {Page  460.) 

Novelty,  and  variety  of  occupations,  were  objects  that  engaged 
his  attention,  and  from  these  he  never  failed  to  extract  informa- 
tion. Though  bom  and  bred  in  a  city^  he  well  understood  both 
the  theory  and  practice  of  agriculture,  and  even  the  marugement 


■  Mrs.  Pioiri  says  that  *  Dr.  John- 
MD,  conunoniy  spending  the  muldle 
of  the  week  k(  ouf  house,  kcpl  his 
DURicrotu  faniil)'  in  Fleet-street  upon 
B  settled  allowance ;  but  returned  to 
ihem  every  Saturday  ta  give  (hem 
Uirec  Eood  dinners  and  liJs  couifiany, 
bcfuTc  he  came  back  to  us  on  the 
Monday  night.'    Anit,  \.  205. 

'  up,  ii.  57. 

la  R.  Polwhclo's  Tret4ili9m,  ^ 
J53,  an  cxtran  is  sivcn  fiom  a.  Icttci 
dated  April  39,  1794,  in  which  Ibe 

writer,  a  Christ  Church  man,  B 

says  that  be  has  bought  Johnson's 
iratcb  from  Francis  Barber,  *  who  is 
now  settled  at  Lkbtield.  and  I  am 
sirstd  in  great  want.'  The  waich,  he 
says,  was  made  by  Mudijc,  the  bcuthu 
of  Dr.  Mudgc,  whose  sermons  John- 


son spoke  well  of  \^Lift,  iv.  77 J.  The 
walch-maker  in  gratitude  exerted 
himself  in  making  it.  For  Thomas 
Mudge,  the  watch -maker,  see  Leliert, 
i.  93,  M.  2. 

Canon  Pailye  of  Li«hfield  told  Mr. 
Crokcr  Itiat  he  bad  purchased  the 
watch  from  Qarbcr.  Crokcr's  Bai- 
weU,  X.  106, 

For  Porson'shutnorousleKcrabout 
the  watch,  sec  <mtt,  ii.  81. 

The  same  Greek  injoipticin  Seott 
pulonhisdifil  in  hisgaidcnalAbbotS' 
ford.    Ante,  i.  [23,  ».4. 

'  Lichtigld  was  so  small  a  city  that 
a  few  minutes' walk  would  hare  taken 
him  into  the  fields.  Even  so  late  as 
]7Si  it  did  not  contain  4,000  in- 
habitants. Haiwood's  Hinlvy  i>/ 
Lichfitld,  p.  3K0. 

Of 
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of  a  farm:  he  could  describe,  with  great  accuracy,  the  procesiBi  of 
malting;  and,  had  necessity  driven  him  to  It,  could  have  ihatched 
a  dwelling '.  Of  field  recreations,  such  as  hunting,  setting,  and 
shooting,  he  would  discourse  like  a  sportsaiaii,  though  his  personal 
defects  rendered  him,  in  a  great  measure,  incapable  of  deriving 
pleasure  from  any  such  exercises. 

But  he  had  taken  a  very  comprchersivc  view  of  human  life 
and  manners,  and.  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  vic«-s 
and  purjitiits  of  all  classes  and  characters  of  men,  his  «Tilings 
abundantly  shew.  This  kind  of  knowledge  he  was  ever  desirous 
of  increasing,  even  as  he  advanced  in  years :  to  gratify  it,  he  was 
accessible  to  all  comers,  and  yielded  to  the  invitations  of  such  of 
his  friends  as  had  residences  in  the  country,  to  vary  bis  course 
of  living,  and  pass  the  pleasantcr  months  of  the  year  in  the 
shades  of  obscurity. 

In  these  visits,  where  there  were  children  in  the  family,  he 
took  great  delight  in  examining  them  as  to  their  progress  in 
learning,  or,  to  make  use  of  a  term  almost  obsolete,  of  apposing 
them '.  To  this  purpose,  I  once  heard  him  say,  that  in  a  visit 
to  Mrs.  Percy,  who  had  the  care  of  one  of  the  young  princes,  at 
the  queen's  house',  the  prince  of  Wales*,  being  then  a  child, 
came  into  the  room,  and  began  to  pl.iy  about ;  when  Johnson, 
with  his  usual  curiosity,  took  an  opportunity  of  asking  him  what 
books  he  was  reading,  and,  in  p.irticular,  enquired  as  to  his 
knowledge  of  the  Scriptures:  the  prince,  in  his  answers,  ga%t 
him  great  satisfaction ;  and,  as  to  the  last,  said,  that  part  of  hh 
daily  exercises  was  to  read  Ostervald  *.     In  many  families  into 


'  In  the  Isle  of  Skye  he  described 
the  durability  of  a  roof  ihatched  with 
Lincolnshire  tccds,  Li/e,  v.  363.  In 
his  youth  lie  had  wnrkcd  ai  bfjok- 
bindiog.  Ah:^,  i,  361.  For  his 
varied  knowledge  sec  Lf/e,  v.  215, 
146,  263.  Much  of  it  lie  had,  no 
doubt,  acquired  from  the  books 
which  he  read  for  his  Dhtitmary. 
Forhis'lallcing  ostentatiously' about 
granulating  gunpowder,  sec  ib.v.  134. 

'  'This  word  is  noi  now  in  use, 
except    that    in    some    schools    to 


put  grammatical  qaestions  to  ■ 
boy  is  called  to  p^^it  hitn ;  and  we 
now  MS£  pi^tt  iox fiuxale.'  jobnso^l 
Dictionary, 

It  is  preser^-ed  in  Apposition  Day. 
the  terin  still  applied  to  Speech  D«y 
al  Si.  Paul's  School. 

^  Iluckin^hain  House,  on  the  same 
site  OS  the  present  Buckiagbam 
Palace.  /J/e,  ii.  33  ;  Letters,  I  414, 
a.  3.     See  also  un/^,  il.  64. 

'  Afterwards  George  IV. 

'  Bumct  describes  Ostetvaild  u 
which 
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he  went,  the  Others  were  often  desirous  of  producing  their 
sons  to  him  for  his  opinion  of  their  parts,  and  of  the  proficiency 
Uicy  had  made  at  school,  which,  in  frequent  instances,  came  out 
to  be  but  stnalt.  He  once  told  mc,  that  being  at  the  house  of 
a  fricDd,  whose  son  in  his  school-vacation  was  come  home,  the 
fnthcr  spoke  of  this  child  as  a  lad  of  pregnant  parts,  and  said, 
that  he  was  well  versed  in  the  classics,  and  acquainted  with 
history,  in  the  study  whereof  he  took-  great  delight.  Having 
this  information,  Johnson,  as  a  test  of  the  young  scholar's  attain- 
ments, put  this  question  to  him: 'At  what  time    did   the 

heathen  oracles  cease?' The  boy,  not  in  the  least  daunted, 

answered: 'At  the  dissolution  of  religious  houses'.'     (Page 

469) 

About  this  time  [1775-fi],  Dr.  Johnson  changed  his  dwelling 
in  Johnson's  court,  for  a  somewhat  larger  in  Bolt  court'.  Fleet 
street,  where  he  commenced  an  intimacy  with  the  landlord  of  it, 
a  very  worthy  and  sensible  man,  some  time  since  deceased, 
Mr.  Edmtmd  Allen  the  printer  ^  Behind  it  was  a  garden,  which 
he  took  delight  in  watering;  a  room  on  the  ground-floor  was 
assigned  to  Mrs.  Williams,  and  the  whole  of  the  two  pair  of  stairs 
floor  was  made  a  repository  for  his  books;  one  of  the  rooms 
thereon  being  his  .study.     Here,  in  the  intervals  of  his  residence 


'  the  meat  eminent  ccdcsiart  tc '  of  the 
Sttte  of  Ncufchitcl,  and  as  'one  of 
ibe  l>cst  xnd  niiist  judicious  divines 
of  ibc  age '.  he  was  bringing  that 
Church  IQ  a  noir  agreement  with  out 
forms  of  worshipi'  liumei's  liistnry 
0f  His  Own  Time,  ed.  1818,  iv. 
I6j. 

Many  of  his  works  were  tnuislalcd 
into  English. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  was  bm  eight 
years  old,  when  'orders  weie  given 
from  ihe  Lord  Chamberlain's  Office 
fur  a  Chapbin  in  wuiiinK  ^^  attend 
at  Ihe  Queen's  Palace  to  read  prayers, 
lor  the  first  time,  to  ihe  Prince  of 
Wales,  ia  the  absence  of  their 
Majesties,  under  the  direction  of  the 


Lord  Bishop  of  Chester,'  Genilf 
murCi  Miigazine,  1771,  p.  335. 

Horace  Walpole.  writing  of  the 
Prince  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  says 
{Jetinuil  of  Ihf  Reign  &/Gecrgt  III, 
II.  503) : — '  Nothing  yras  coarser  than 
his  conversaiioa  and  phr3.ses;  and 
it  made  men  smile  to  lind  that  in  the 
palace  of  piety  and  pride  his  Koyiil 
Highness  had  leaml  nothing  bnl  the 
dialect  of  footmen  and  grooms.* 

'  Mrs.  Pioiii  tells  a  similar  story. 
Anlc,  i.  303. 

"  U/(,  ».  487. 

'  On  his  death  he  said:  '1  have 
lost  one  of  my  best  and  tenderest 
firiende.'    /b.  iv.  354. 

at 
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at  Strcatham  ',  he  received  the  visits  of  his  friends,  and,  to  the 
most  intimate  of  them,  sometimes  gave  not  inelegant  dinners. 

Being  at  ease  in  his  circumstances,  and  free  from  that  solicitude 
which  had  embittered  the  former  part  of  his  life,  he  sunk  into 
indolence,  till  his  faculties  seemed  to  be  impaired  :  deafness  grew 
upon  him  ;  long  intervals  of  mental  absence  interrupted  his  con- 
versation, and  it  was  difficult  to  engage  his  attention  to  any 
subject '.  His  friends,  from  these  symptoms,  concluded,  that  his 
lamp  was  emitting  its  last  rays,  but  the  lapse  of  a  short  period 
gave  them  ample  proofs  to  the  contrary  '.     (P(^;e  531.) 

That  this  celebrated  friendship  [between  Dr.  Johnson  and 
Mr.  Thrale]  subsisted  so  long  as  it  did,  was  a  subject  of  wonder 
to  most  of  Johnson's  intimates,  for  such  were  his  habits  of  living, 
that  he  was  by  no  means  a  desirable  inmate.  His  unmanly 
thirst  for  tea  made  him  very  troublesome.  At  Streatham,  he 
would  suffer  the  mistress  of  the  house  to  sit  up  and  make  it  for 
him,  till  two  or  three  hours  after  midnight*.  When  retired  to 
rest,  he  Indulged  himself  in  the  dangerous  practice  of  reading  in 
bed  ^  It  was  a  very  hard  matter  to  get  him  decently  dressed  by 
dinner-time,  even  when  select  companies  were  invited ;  and  no 
one  could  be  sure,  that  in  his  table-conversation  with  strangers, 
he  would  not,  by  contradiction,  or  the  general  asperity  of  his 
behaviour,  offend  them  ^ 

These  irregularities  were  not  only  borne  with  by  Mr.  Thrale, 
but  he  seemed  to  think  them  amply  atoned  for  by  the  honour  be 
derived  from  such  a  guest  as  no  table  in  the  three  kingdoms 
could  produce;  but,  he  dying,  it  v.-as  not  likely  that  the  same 
sentiments  and  opinions  should  descend  to  those  of  his  family 
who  were  left  behind.     (p£^c  561.J 


■  U/€,  i.  493. 
'My  friend  bade  me  wclcomo,  but 

struck  me  quite  dumb, 
Wiih  tidings  thai  JohaBon  and  Burke 

would  noi  come; 
"For  1  knew  it,"  he  cried,  "both 

eternally  fai!, 
The   one   with   his  speeches,  and 

('other  with  Thrale.'" 
Goldatnitli's  Haunch  e/  Vmi$on. 


*  l^e,  iii.  98. 

'  By  the  Liifft  ^fike  Patit. 

*  This  is  a  gross  exaggcrattoo  of 
what  Mrs,  Pioiii  wrote.    Amt,  L  yx^ 

Hawicina  Hppiircntly  nev-cr  visited 
iho  Thralea  (see  Miu  Hawki&s'i 
Memoirs,  '\.  65  «.),  90  that  his  acc 
is  sceond-liand. 

'  AkU,  i.  307. 

'  Ante,  i.  142. 

The 
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The  visits  of  idle,  and  some  of  them  very  worthless  persons, 
u-erc  never  unwelcome  to  Johnson  ;  and  though  they  interrupted 
him  in  his  studies  and  meditations,  yet,  as  they  gave  him  oppor- 
tunities of  discourse,  and  furnished  him  with  intelligence,  he  strove 
rather  to  protract  than  shorten  or  discountenance  them ;  and, 
when  abroad,  such  was  the  laxity  of  his  mind,  that  he  consented 
to  the  doing  of  many  things,  otherwise  indifferent,  for  the  avowed 
reason  that  they  would  drive  on  time  '.    (Page  565.) 

In  his  return  10  London,  he  stopped  at  Lichfield,  and  from 
thence  wrote  to  me  several  letters  *,  that  served  but  to  prepare 
me  for  meeting  hlni  in  a  worse  stale  of  health  than  I  had  ever 
seen  him  in.  The  concluding  paragraph  of  the  last  of  them  is 
as  follows;  '  I  am  relapsing  into  the  dropsy  very  fast,  and  shall 
make  such  haste  to  town  that  it  will  be  useless  to  write  to  me ; 
but  when  I  come,  let  me  have  the  benefit  of  your  advice,  and  the 
conM)lation  of  your  company.'  [Dated  Nov.  7,  1784.]  After 
about  a  fortnight's  stay  there,  he  took  his  leave  of  that  city,  and 
of  Mrs,  Porter,  whom  he  never  afterwards  saw,  and  arrived  in 
town  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  November  ^ 

After  the  declaration  he  had  made  of  his  intention  to  provide 
for  his  servant  Frank,  and  before  his  going  into  the  country, 
I  had  frequently  pressed  turn  to  make  a  will,  and  had  gone  so 
far  as  to  make  a  draft  of  one,  with  blanks  for  the  names  of  the 
executors  and  residuary  legatee,  and  directing  in  what  manner  it 
was  to  be  executed  and  attested  ;  but  he  was  exceedingly  averse 
to  this  business  ;  and,  while  he  was  in  Derbyshire,  I  repeated  my 
solicitations,  for  this  purpose,  by  letters.  When  he  arrived  in 
town  he  had  done  nothing  in  it',  and,  to  what  I  formerly  said, 


'  'When  I,  in  a  low-spirited  fit, 
was  laUung  to  liim  with  indifference 
of  tbe  pursuits  which  generally  cn> 
gage  us  in  n  course  of  acivon,  and  in> 
quirinf:  a  rrntim  for  caking  so  much 
trouble;  "Sir,"  said  he,  in  ad  ani- 
nwted  tone,  "it  is  driving  on  the 
system  of  life." '    Li/e.iv.  112. 

*  Xotie  of  these  have  been  pub- 
lished. 


•  Five  yearj  earlier  Johnsan  had 
bc«n  urging  Thralc  lo  make  his  will. 
lie  wrote  to  Mrs.  Thraie :— 'Some 
days  before  our  lart  separation  Mr. 
Thraie  and  I  had  one  evening  an 
CAmest  discourse  about  the  bubiness 
with  Mr.  Scrasc  [a  sglicilor]. ...  Do 
not  let  those  fears  prevail  which  you 
know  to  be  unrwisonable ;  a  will 
briars  the  end  of  life  no  neuret.' 
Leiiers,  \\.  115. 

I  oow 
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I  now  added,  thai  he  had  never  mentioned  to  mc  the  disposal  of 
the  residue  of  his  estate,  which,  after  the  purchase  of  aa  annuit)' 
for  Frank,  I  found  would  be  something  considerable,  and  that  he 
would  do  wel!  to  bequeath  it  to  hi:^  relations.     Ilis  answer  was, 

'  I  care  not  what  becomes  of  the  residue-' A  few  da)'3  aRcr, 

it  appeared  that  he  had  executed  the  draft,  the  blankii  remaining, 
with  all  the  Kolcmnitics  of  a  real  will.  I  could  get  him  no  farther, 
and  thus,  for  some  time,  the  matter  rested. 

He  had  scarce  arrived  in  town,  before  it  was  found  to  be  too 
triK,  that  he  was  relapsing  into  a  dropsy;  and  farther,  that  be 
was  at  times  grievously  afflicted  with  an  asthma.  Under  an 
apprehension  that  his  end  was  approaching,  he  enquired  of 
Dr.  Brocklesby,  with  great  earnestness  indeed,  how  long  he  might 
probably  live,  but  could  obtain  no  other  than  unsatisfactory 
answers':  and,  at  the  same  time,  if  I  remember  right,  under 
a  seeming  great  pressure  of  mind,  he  thus  addressed  him,  in  the 
words  of  Shakespeare : 

'  Can&t  thou  not  minister  to  a  mind  diseas'd ; 
Pluck  from  ihc  mrmory  a  moled  Rnrrow, 
Raj«  oui  the  written  troubles  of  the  brain. 
And  will)  some  sweet  oblivious  antidote, 
Cleanse  the  full  boiom  of  Ihal  peiilnus  siuff. 

Which  weighs  upon  the  li«arl?' 

Afacifcth  [Act  v.  sc.  jj. 

To  which  the  doctor,  who  was  nearly  as  well  read  in  the  above 
author  aa  himself,  readily  replied, 

'  Therein  the  patient 

Must  minister  to  himself.' 

Upon  which  Johnson  exclaimed — 'Well  applied: — that's  more 
than  poetically  true'.' 

He  had,  from  the  month  of  July  in  this  year,  marked  the 
prc^ess  of  his  diseases,  in  a  Journal  which  he  intitled  '  Mign 
Ephemeris,'  noting  therein  his  many  sleepless  nights  by  the 
words,  Nox  insomnis.  This  he  often  contemplated,  and,  findit^ 
very  little  ground  for  hope  that  he  lud  much  longer  to  live,  he 
set  himself  to  prepare  for  his  dissolution,  and  betook  himself  to 


'  Zi//,  iv.4ij. 


'  ti/e,  iv,  400. 
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private  prayer  ind  the  reading  of  Erasmus  on  the  New  Testa- 
ment', Dr.  Clarke's  sermons  %  and  such  other  books  as  had 
a  tendency  to  calm  and  comfort  him. 

In  this  slate  of  his  body  and  mind,  he  seemed  to  be  very 
anxious  in  the  dischai^  of  two  ofRccs  that  he  had  hilherto 
neglected  to  perform  :  one  was,  the  communicating  to  the  world 
the  names  of  the  persons  concerned  in  the  compilation  of  the 
Universal  History;  the  other  was,  the  rescuing  from  oblivion 
the  memory  of  his  father  and  mother,  and  also,  of  his  brother: 
the  former  of  these  he  discharged,  by  delivering  to  Mr.  Nichols 
the  printer,  in  my  presence,  a  paper  containing  the  information 
above-mentioned,  and  directions  to  deposit  it  in  the  British 
Museum  '.  The  other,  by  composing  a  memorial  of  his  deceased 
parents  and  his  brother,  intended  for  their  tomb-stone,  which, 
whether  It  n-as  ever  inscribed  thereon  or  not,  is  extant  in  the 
Gentleman's  Magazine  for  January  17S5  '. 

He  would  also  have  written,  in  Latin  verse,  an  epitaph  for 
Mr.  Garrick,  but  found  himself  unequal  to  the  task  of  original 
poetic  composition  in  that  language. 

Nevertheless,  he  succeeded  in  an  attempt  to  render  Into  Latin 
metre,  from  the  Greek  Anthologia,  sundry  of  the  epigrams  therein 
contained,  that  had  been  omitted  by  other  translators,  allcdging 
as  a  reason,  which  he  had  found  in  Fabricius^  that  Henry 
Stephens,  Buchanan,  Grotius,  and  others,  had  paid  a  like  tribute 
to  literature.  The  performance  of  this  task  was  the  employ- 
ment of  his  sleepless  nights,  and,  as  he  informed  mc,  it  afforded 
him  great  rclief^ 


■  *  TTie  Paraphrase  and  Notes  of 
Ensmus,  in  ray  judgment,  was  tht 
nwit  important  Book  even  of  his  day. 
We  iTiu»t  remember  that  it  was  almost 
Itgally  ailopinl  \ty  the  Church  of 
Engird.'  Mtiman'x  Latin  Christi- 
imity,  ed.  iSjs,  vi.  624- 

'  Id  the  reign  of  Eltiabctli  It  was 
ooounaxuled  thai  in  every  church 
there  should  be  a  copy  of  this  book 
OQ  a  desk  Ibr  the  use  of  the  congre- 
gation.'   Jortin's  Erasmut,  p.  IJ5. 

»  U/e,  IT.  416 ;  ante,  L  38. 


'  Li/e.  iv.  382;  Letters,  ii.  431, 

*  It  seems  likely  that  the  stone  was 
never  set  up.     Li/e,  iv.  393,  n.  3. 

'  InthcSalcCataloguc  of  Johnson's 
Library.  Lot  78  is  Fabridi  bilftinthtca 
Graeca  in  6  vols,,  and  Lot  300  the 
same  work  in  8  vols. 

*  On  April  iq,  1784,  he  wrote  to 
Mrs.  ThraJe: — 'When  I  lay  sleepless, 
I  used  to  drive  the  night  along  by 
turning  Greek  epiKrains  into  Latin.' 
Letters,  it.  391,  See  also  Life,  iv. 
384. 
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His  complaints  stiU  increasuig,  I  continued  pressing  him  to 
make  a  will,  but  he  still  procrastinated  that  business.  On  the 
twenty-seventh  of  November,  in  the  morning,  I  went  to  his 
house,  with  a  purpose  still  farther  to  urge  him  not  to  give  occa- 
sion, by  dying  intestate,  for  litigation  among  his  relations;  but 
finding  that  he  was  gone  to  pass  the  day  with  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Strahan.  at  Islington,  I  roUowcd  him  thither,  and  found  there 
our  old  friend  Mr.  Ryland,  and  Mr.  Hoolc '.  Upon  my  sittii^ 
down,  he  s.iid,  tliat  the  prospect  of  the  change  he  was  about  to 
undt:t^o,  and  the  thought  of  meeting  his  Saviour,  troubled  hint, 
but  that  he  had  hope  that  he  would  not  reject  him.  I  then 
began  to  discourse  with  him  about  his  wilt,  and  the  provision  for 
Frank,  till  he  grew  angry '.  He  told  me,  that  he  had  signed  and 
sealed  the  paper  I  left  him  ; — but  that,  said  I,  had  blanks  in  it, 
which,  as  it  seems,  you  have  not  filled  up  with  the  names  of  the 

executors. '  You  should  have  filled  them  up  yourself,'  answered 

he. 1  replied,  that  such  an  act  would  have  looked  as  if  I  meant 

to  prevent  his  choice  of  a  fitter  person, '  Sir/  said  he,  'these 

minor  virtues  are  not  to  be  exercised  in  matters  of  such  import- 
ance as  this.' At  length,  he  said,  that  on  his  return  home, 

he  would  send  for  a  clerk,  and  dictate  a  will  to  him. You 

will  then,  said  I,  be  inops  consilii;  rather  do  it  now.  With 
Mr.  Strahan's  permission,  I  will  be  his  guest  at  dinner;  and,  if 
Mr.  Hoolc  will  please  to  hold  the  pen,  I  will,  in  a  few  words, 
make  such  a  disposition  of  your  estate  as  you  shall  direct.  To 
this  he  assented  ;  but  such  a  paroxysm  of  the  asthma  seized 
him,  as  prevented  our  going  on.  As  the  fire  burned  up,  he  found 
himself  reiie\'ed,  and  grew  chcarful.  '  The  fit,'  said  he, '  was  very 
sharp;  but  I  am  now  easy.'  After  I  had  dictated  a  few  lines, 
I  told  him,  that  he  being  a  man  of  eminence  fur  learning  and 
parts,  it  would  afford  an  illustrious  example,  and  well  become 
him,  to  make  such  an  explicit  declaration  of  hia  belief,  as  might 
obviate  all  suspicions  that  he  was  any  other  than  a  Christian'. 


'  Pcit  in  Mr.  Hoolc's  AntcdcUi. 

'  He  grew  angry,  no  doubt,  with 
Hawkins  Tor  prulesting  againit  the 
annutc/for  Frank,  which  that '  brutal 
fcUow'    descrilKd    in    his    Li/t   ef 


Johnson  (pp.  599, 605)  as  '  ihe  eS«cts 
of  ill-dircctcd  benevolence,'  and  ai 
'ostentaiious  bounty.' 

*  '  A  few  years  ago  it  was  the  uni* 
fonn  practice  to  bc^ia  wills  with  the 

He 
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He  thanked  me  for  the  hint,  and,  calh'ng  for  paper,  wrote  on 
a  slip,  that  I  had  in  my  hand  and  gave  hiin,  the  following  words : 
'  I  humbly  commit  to  the  infinite  and  eternal  goodness  of 
Almighty  God,  my  soul  polluted  with  many  sins;  but,  as  I  hope^ 
purified  by  repcntajice,  and  redeemed,  as  I  trust,  by  the  death  of 
Jesus  Christ ;'  and,  returning  it  to  mc,  said,  'Tliis  I  commit  to 
your  custody." 

Upon  my  calling  on  him  for  directions  to  proceed,  he  told 
me.thxt  his  father,  in  the  course  of  his  trade  as  a  bookseller,  had 
become  bankrupt,  and  that  Mr.  William  Tnnys  had  assisted  him 
with  money  or  credit  to  continue  hb  business — '  This,'  said 
he,  '  I  consider  as  an  obligation  on  mc  to  be  grateful  to  hia 
descendants,  and  I  therefore  mean  to  give  200/.  to  his  repre- 
sentative '."  —He  then  meditated  a  devise  of  his  house  at  Lichfield 
to  the  corporation  of  that  city  for  a  charitable  use ;  but,  it  being 
freehold,  he  said — '  I  cannot  live  a  twelve-month,  and  the  last 
statute  of  mortmain  stands  in  the  way:  I  must,  therefore,  think 
of  some  other  disposition  of  it'.' — His  next  consideration  was 
a  provision  for  Frank,  concerning  the  amount  whereof  I  found 
he  had  been  consulting  Dr.  Brocklesby,  to  whom  he  had  put 


woixU,"  In  the  name  of  Cod,  Amen"  j 
and  frc<]uciiily  (o  insert  therein  a 
declaration  of  the  icsiatnr's  hope  of 
pardon  in  the  mcriis  of  his  Saviour ; 
but,  in  tb«c  more  refined  limes,  such 
Fomu  are  deemed  supcrlluous.' 
Hawkins. 

Hr.  Pcpys  told  lUnnnh  More  that 
this  mtuut  was  mad*:  to  Johnson 
'  10  CDUnlcnict  the  poison  of  Kuine's 
impious  declaration  of  hit  opinions 
In  hU  last  moments.'  H.  More's 
Afemoirt,  i.  393.  See  U/«,  iJi.  153, 
and  Letters  of  Hume  ta  Strafum, 
Picfece,  p.  38. 

<  The  late  Mr.  Ail«n  of  Magdalen 
Hall  \Li/e,  u  336),  who  was  a  pnvi- 
i^cd  peraon,  and  could  say  what  he 
pleated  to  Johnson,  addressed  liim 
once  very  Ireely  upon  Uie  subject 
[of  chutising  the  vanity  of  scepti- 
cism]:—"  Job  nsoa,  if  you  really  arc 


a  Christian,  m  I  suppose  you  to  b«, 
do  write  Bomclliing  to  make  us  sure 
of  it."  '  Kenyan  MSS.  Hist.  AfSS. 
Ci^wM.,  14th  Report,  iv.  540. 

'  Life,  iv.  40a,  n.  2,  440. 

Roger  North,  after  dcacribing  the 
degradation  among  the  booksellers 
eooo  after  the  Restoration,  speaking 
of  second-hand  books  ■continues:— 
'  One  that  wuuld  go  higher  must  take 
his  fortune  a(  blank  walls  and  comers 
of  streets,  or  repair  to  llic  sij^  of 
Batcman,  Innys  and  one  or  two  more, 
where  arc  best  choice  and  beat  pcnny- 
woiths.'  Livts  0/  the  Sortks,  ed. 
1826,  iii.  394. 

"  In  his  last  will  he  directed  it  to 
be  sold,  the  money  arising  thcrdrom 
to  be  distributed  among  some  distant 
rebtions.  Life,  iv.  403.  m.  a.  It  sold 
fo'';£a3S'  fi>nukim,'^.l^\  Litters^ 
i.  19.  n- 1. 
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this  question — '  What  would  be  a  proper  annuity  to  bequeath  to 
a  favourite  servant  ?' — The  doctor  answered,  that  the  circum- 
stances of  the  master  were  the  truest  measure,  and  that,  in  the 
case  of  a  nobleman.  50/.  a  year  was  deemed  an  adequate  reward 
for  many  years'  faithful  service. — '  Then  shall  I,'  said  Johnson, 
'  be  nobilissimus ;  for,  I  mean  to  leave  Frank  70/.  a  year,  and 
I  desire  you  to  tell  him  so'.' — And  now,  at  the  making  of  the 
will,  a  devise,  equivalent  to  such  a  provisioo,  was  therein  in- 
serted. The  residue  of  his  estate  and  cflTccts,  which  took  in, 
though  he  intended  it  not,  the  house  at  Lichfield,  he  bequeathed 
to  his  executors,  in  trust  for  a  religious  association,  which  it  i> 
needless  to  describe '. 

Having  executed  the  will  with  the  necessary  formalities,  he 
would  have  come  home,  but  being  pressed  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Strahan  to  stay,  he  consented,  and  we  all  dined  together. 
Towards  the  evening,  he  grew  chearful,  and  1  having  promised 
to  take  him  in  my  coach.  Mr.  Strahan  and  Mr.  Ryland  would 
accompany  him  lo  Bolt-court.  In  the  way  thither  he  appeared 
much  at  ease,  and  told  stories.  At  eight  I  sat  him  down,  and 
Mr.  Stralian  and  Mr.  Ryland  betook  themselves  to  tlieir  re- 
spective homes. 

Sunday  28th.  I  saw  him  about  noon ;  he  was  dozing ;  bnt 
waking,  he  found  himself  in  a  circle  of  his  friends.  Upon  open- 
ing his  eyes,  he  said,  that  the  prospect  of  his  dissolution  was 
very  terrible  to  him,  and  addressed  himself  to  us  all.  in  nearly 
these  words  :  '  You  see  the  state  in  which  I  am  ;  conflicting  with 
bodily  pain  and  mental  distraction  :  while  you  are  in  health  and 
strength,  labour  to  do  good,  and  avoid  evil,  if  ever  you  hope  to 

escape  the  distress  that  now  oppresses  me.' A  little  while 

after, — '  I  had,  very  early  in  my  life,  the  seeds  of  goodness  in 


■  Life,  iv.  401. 

*  Boswell  says  that 'he  had  thoughts 
of  leaving  to  Pembroke  College  liia 
bouse;  but  his  fricads  who  were 
about  him  very  properly  dissuaded 
him  from  it,  and  he  bequeathed  it  to 
tome  poor  relatione.'  lb.  i.  75. 
In  A  note  on  this  passage  I  say 


that  'the  statute  of  Manmiiia.  do 
doubt,  would  have  hindered  the  be- 
quest to  the  College.'  This  ww  a 
mistaVe,  as  the  two  Univctrities  of 
Oxford  and  Cambridge,  and  the  Col- 
leges within  them,  »<ere  exempted 
from  its  operation.  Blackslooe'i 
CoifiinerUarieSt  ed.  1775,  iL  274, 

me 
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me;  I  had  a  love  of  virtue,  and  a  reverence  for  religion' ;  and 
these,  I  trust,  have  brought  forth  in  me  fruits  meet  for  repent- 
ance ;  and,  if  I  have  repented  as  I  ought,  I  am  forgiven.  I  have, 
at  times,  entertained  a  loathing  of  sin  and  of  myself,  particularly 
at  the  b^inning  of  this  year,  when  1  had  the  prospect  of  death 
before  me";  and  this  has  not  abated  when  ray  fears  of  death 
have  been  less :  and,  at  these  times,  I  have  had  such  rays  of 
hope  shot  into  my  soul,  as  have  almost  persuaded  me,  that  I  am 
in  a  state  of  reconciliation  with  God  '.' 

3«^th.  Mr.  Langton,  who  had  spent  the  evening  with  him, 
reported,  that  his  hopes  were  increased,  and  that  he  was  much 
cheared  upon  being  reminded  of  the  general  tendency  of  his 
writings,  and  of  his  example^ 

30th.  I  saw  him  in  the  evening,  and  found  him  chearfu!. 
Was  informed,  that  he  had,  for  his  dinner,  eaten  heartily  of 
a  French  duck  pie  and  a  pheasant. 

Dec.  I.  He  was  busied  in  destroying  papers'. — Gave  to 
Mr.  I_angton  and  another  person,  to  fair  copy,  some  translations 
of  the  Greek  epigrams,  which  he  had  made  in  the  preceding 
nights,  and  transcribed  the  next  morning,  and  they  began  to 
work  on  them. 

3d.  Finding  his  legs  continue  to  swell,  he  signified  to  his 
physicians  a  strong  desire  to  have  them  scarified,  but  they, 
unwilling  to  put  him  to  pain,  and  fearing  a  mortification,  de- 
clined advising  it.  He  aRcrwarda  consulled  his  surgeon,  and  he 
pcrfbnncd  the  operation  on  one  teg. 

4th.  I  visited  him :  the  scarification,  made  yesterday  m  his 
leg,  appeared  to  have  had  little  effect. — He  said  to  me,  that  he 


■  fJff,  i.  68. 

*  On  Feb.  6  he  had  writtca  to  Dr. 
Het>crdcn;— '  My  distemper  prevails. 
and  my  hopes  sink,  and  dejection 
oppresses  mc'    Letierj,  u.  376, 

'  On  Oct.  6  he  wxoic ; — '  My  mind 
Ik  calmer  than  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  and  1  comfort  myst^if  uilh 
hopes  of  every  Vind,  neither  despair- 
inc  of  ease  in  thb  world,  nor  of 
happiness  in  another.'  Letters,  W. 
423- 


'  Mrs.  Carter,  tn  one  of  her  latest 
conversations  with  Dr.  Juhnson, 
spoke  of  '  his  constant  alteniion  to 
religious  duties  ant!  the  soundness 
of  his  moral  principles.  He  look 
her  by  Ihc  hand,  and  said  with 
much  eagerness,  "You  know  this 
lo  be  true;  testify  it  to  the  world 
when  1  am  gone." '  Afemoirs  of 
t'ifrs.  Caiter,  u  41.  See  also/^/A 
p.  203. 

'  Ufi,  iv.  403. 

was 
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was  easier  in  bis  mind,  and  as  (it  to  die  at  that  instant,  as  he 
could  be  a  year  hence. — He  requested  me  to  receive  the  sacra- 
ment with  him  on  Sunday,  the  next  day.  Complained  of  great 
weakness,  and  of  phantoms  that  haunted  his  imagination. 

5th.  Being  Sunday,  I  communicated  with  him  and  Mr.  Lang- 
ton,  and  othci  of  his  friends,  as  many  as  nearly  Bllcd  the  room. 
Mr.  Strahan,  who  was  constant  in  his  attendance  on  him 
throughout  his  illness,  performed  the  oflicc'.  Previous  to 
reading  the  exhortation,  Johnson  knelt,  and  with  a  degree  of 
fervour  that  I  had  never  been  wiiness  to  before,  uttered  the 
foHowIng  most  eloquent  and  energetic  prayer':  . . . 

Upon  rising  from  his  knees,  after  the  office  was  concluded,  he 
said,  th.it  he  dreaded  to  meet  God  in  a  stitc  of  idiocy,  or  with 
opium  in  his  head^;  and,  that  having  now  communicated  with 
the  effects  of  a  dose  upon  him,  he  doubted  if  his  exertions  were 
the  genuine  operations  of  his  mind,  and  repeated  from  bishop 
Taylor  this  sentiment,  '  That  liltlc,  that  has  been  umittcd  ip 
health,  can  be  done  to  any  purpose  in  sickness*.' 

He  very  much  admired,  and  often  in  the  course  of  his  illness 
recited,  from  the  conclusion  of  old  Isaac  Walton's  life  of  bishop 
Sanderson,  the  following  pathetic  request : 

'Thus  this  pattern  of  meekness  and  primitive  innocence  changed  thU  (at 
a  beiier  life :— "lis  n«w  too  late  tfl  wish,  thiit  mine  may  be  like  his ;  for  I  am 
in  the  eightv-iifth  year  of  my  :^c,  and  God  knows  it  hath  not ;  but,  I  cnoct 
humbly  bisecch  Almighty  God,  that  my  dcncl)  may  ;  and  1  do  as  caracstly 
beg,  that,  if  any  render  shall  receive  any  laiiafaeiion  fixim  this  very  ptetn, 
and,  as  true  relation,  ho  wil)  be  so  charit&blc  as  to  say,  Amen  V 

While  he  was  dressing  and  preparing  for  this  solemnity,  aa 


'  Life,  Iv.  ii6. 

'For  the  player,  sec  ante,  i.  izi. 

'  '  I  will  take  do  more  physic  not 
even  my  opiates  ;  for  I  have  prayed 
that  I  may  render  up  my  soul  to  (iod 
uncloLdcU.'  /,{/!■,  iv.  415,  For  the 
effect  of  opium  on  him  see  Letttrs, 
ii.  43?- 

*  NcvenhelcK  in  Holy  Dying 
Jcicmy  Taylor  has  a  whole  section 
(ch.  iii.  sect.  6)  on  'tbt  advantages 
of  sickness,* 


'  'Thus  (his  pattern  of  mBck- 
ncss  and  primitive  innocence  chai^d 
this  for  a  belter  hfe.  Tie  bow  too 
late  to  wish  that  my  life  may  be 
like  his ;  for  1  am  in  the  eigfatr 
fifth  year  of  my  A);e:  but  I  humbtf 
l>e  seech  Almighty  God  thai  ay 
death  may ;  and  do  as  earnestly  btf 
of  every  Reader  to  siy  Amen.'  Tin 
Life  0/  Biihop  SAnderton,  tint  od,. 

accideot 
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accident  happened  which  went  very  near  to  disarrange'  his  mind. 
He  had  mislaid,  and  was  very  anxious  to  find  a  paper  that  con- 
tained private  instructian.s  to  his  executors ;  and  myself, 
Mr.  Strahan,  Mr.  Langton,  Mr.  Hoolc.  Frank,  and  I  believe 
some  others  that  were  about  him,  went  into  his  bed-chamber 
to  seek  it.  In  our  search,  I  l.ijd  my  hands  on  a  parchment- 
covered  book,  into  which  I  imagined  it  might  have  been  slipped. 
Upon  opening  the  book,  I  found  it  to  be  meditations  and 
reflections,  in  Johnson's  own  hand-writing;  and  having  been 
told  a  day  or  two  before  by  Frank,  that  a  person  formerly 
intimately  coancctcd  with  his  master,  a  joint  proprietor  of 
a  ncwsp.ipcr,  well  known  amonf;  the  booksellers,  and  of  whom 
Mrs.  Williams  once  told  me  she  had  often  cautioned  him  to 
beware;  I  say,  having  been  tnld  that  this  person  had  lately 
been  very  importunate  to  get  access  to  him,  indeed  to  such 
a  degree  as  that,  when  he  was  told  that  the  doctor  w-ts  not  to  be 
seen,  he  would  push  his  way  up  stairs;  and  having  stronger 
reasons  than  I  need  here  mention,  to  suspect  that  this  man 
might  find  and  make  an  ill  use  of  the  book.  I  put  it,  and  a  less 
of  the  same  kind,  into  my  pocket ;  at  the  same  lime  telling 
those  around  mc.and  particularly  Mr.  Langton  and  Mr.  Strahan, 
that  I  had  got  both,  with  my  reasons  for  thus  securing  them. 
After  the  ceremony  wiis  over,  Johnson  took  me  aside,  and  told 
rac  that  I  had  a  book  of  his  in  my  pocket ;  I  answered  that 
1  had  two,  and  that  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of 
a  person  who  had  attempted  to  force  his  way  into  the  house, 
I  had  done  as  I  conceived  a  friendly  act,  but  not  without  telling 
his  friends  of  it,  and  also  my  reasons.  He  then  asked  me  what 
ground  I  had  for  my  suspicion  or  the  man  I  mentioned :  I  told 
him  his  great  importunity  to  get  admittance;  and  farther,  that 
immediately  after  a  visit  which  he  made  me,  in  the  year  1775, 
I  missed  a  paper  of  a  public  nature,  and  of  great  importance ; 
and  that  a  day  or  two  after,  and  before  it  could  be  put  to  its 
intended  use,  I  saw  it  in  the  news-papers  *. 


'  For   diiurramgff    »ee   anlt,    ii. 


aa 


'  'As  I  lake  no  pleasurr  in  the 
disgrace  of  othore,  I  lej^t  tlic  ncccs- 
dty  t  am  under  of  mcmioning  time 

VOL.  J  I. 


particulars:  my  reason  for  it  is,  tliat 
the  tnuisacuon  i^hich  so  disiurbcd 
him  may  possibly  be  better  known 
than  the  motives  that  actuated  me 
at  the  um«.'    Noft  by  Havthins. 

At 


13° 


Extracts  from 


At  the  mcniion  of  this  circumstance  Johnson  paused  ;  but  re- 
covering himself,  said, 'You  should  not  have  laid  hands  on  the 
book  ;  for  had  I  missed  it,  and  not  known  you  had  it.  I  should 
have  roared  for  my  book,  as  Othello  did  for  his  handkerchief, 
and  probably  have  run  mad.' 

I  gave  him  time,  till  the  next  day,  to  compose  hinuclf,  and 
then  wrote  him  a  letter,  apologizing,  and  assigning  at  large  the 
reasons  for  my  conduct;  and  received  a  verbal  answer  by 
Mr.  Lanfjton,  which,  were  I  to  repeat  it,  would  render  me 
suspected  of  inexcusable  vanity ;  it  concluded  with  these  word«, 
'  If  I  was  not  satisfied  with  this,  I  must  be  a  savage ».' 


*  Johnson  refers  to  the  speech 
where  Emilia  gays  to  Othello  : — 

*  Nay,  lay  thee  down  and  ri>a.r.' 

(Acl  V.  Sc.  2.) 
But  it  was  not  for  bis  handkerchief 
that  he  roared,  for  he  did  not  as  yet 
know  the  trick  ihac  bad  been  pbycd 
on  him. 

'  'One  of  these  volumes,'  writes 
Bosw«Il, '  Sir  John  Hawkins  informs 
ut<.,  he  put  into  his  pocket ;  for  which 
the  excuse  ht  states  is,  that  he  meant 
W  preserve  it  from  falling  into  ihe 
hands  of  a  pcfson  whom  he  describes 
so  as  to  make  it  &u9idendy  clear  who 
is  nteant ;  "having  strong  reasons 
(snid  he,|  to  suspect  that  this  man 
mi){hl  find  ai)d  ina.ke  aa  ill  use  of 
the  book."  Why  Sir  John  should 
suppose  that  the  g:eatlenian  alluded 
to  would  act  in  this  manner,  he  has 
not  thought  fit  to  explain.  Itui  what 
he  did  was  not  approved  of  by  John- 
lan;  who,  upon  bein^  acquainitd  of 
it  without  del.ty  by  a  friend,  ex- 
pressed great  indignation,  and 
warmly  insisted  on  the  book  being 
delivered  up ;  and,  afterwards,  in 
the  supposition  of  his  missing  it, 
without  knowing  by  whom  it  had 
Ikcd  taken,  he  said,  "Sir,  I  should 
have  gone  out  of  the  world  distrust- 
ing half  mankind."  Sir  John  next 
day  wrote  a  letter  to  Johnson,  as- 


sipiuig  reasons  for  his  oondoct; 
upon  which  John&on  observed  ta 
Mr.  Langton,  "  llishop  S«aderKa 
could  not  have  dictated  a  better 
letter.  I  could  almost  say,  Afiiimi 
est  ii(  ftfniluisst  t^unm  >tct  frrdstt.' 
The  agitation  into  which  Johiuoa 
was  thrown  by  this  incident,  prob- 
ably made  bim  hastily  bum  tbow 
precious  records  which  must  e\'«r  be 
regretted.'  Ziyt,iv.  406,  ff,  1,  Bishop 
Sanderson,  1  suppose,  was  selected 
on  account  of '  his  casuistical  learn- 
ing '  and  of  '  the  very  many  cAMt 
that  were  resolved  by  IcRcn,'  wkts 
he  was  consulted  by  pec^le  of '  test* 
less  and  wounded  consdcneefc' 
W'allon's  Li-Vfi,  ed.  1838,  p.  37& 

According  to  Miss  Hawkins  tie 
'  person '  was  George  Steevens,  wfc) 
had  a  sh.ire  in  the  St.  JameA 
Chronicle.  She  says  that  he  stok 
from  hcT  father's  library  the  copy  of 
an  Address  to  the  Throne  from  the 
Mafjisirates  of  Middlesex  during  the 
American  war,  and  published  it  ia 
hi*  newspaper.  Memoirs  c/  i-  M- 
Hawkim,  i.  26;.  This  certainly 
was  '  a  paper  of  a  public  nature,'  boi 
not  '  of  great  importance ' — unless  in 
the  eyes  of  a  Middlesex  Mag;istrat& 

Of  this  incident  there  is  no  meit- 
tion  in  the  first  edition.  *  It  isnM 
so  much  to  cur  purpose  to  coqniie, 

7th- 
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7th '.     I  again  visited  liim.    Before  my  departure,  Dr.  Broclc- 
Icsby  came  in,  and,  taking  him  by  the  wrist,  Johjison  gave  him 


but  tbe  curious  reader  may  perhaps 
be  tempted  to  asle,  why  this  rtmark* 
able  circumslaniial  n.irralivc  was 
otnillcd  in  the  Jirit  ediiinn,  or  how 
It  happens  that  the  regular  chrono- 
logy  is  now  \iricd  to  inlnxiucc  it.' 
Ctntlanan's  Magasine^  1787,  p.  523. 

Porson,  in  his  Fartegyrical  EpiilU 
fm  fiawkim  v.  Johnson-,  thus  sar- 
outically  comments  on  thi*  fact : — 

'  In  ihis  age,  which  is  so  sharp- 
sighted  in  detecting  forgery,  I  may 
perhaps  be  carried  away  by  the  pre- 
T*ilingragc;  bul  I  cannot  help  thinV- 
ing,  that  the  whole  addition  in  pages 
585-6  is  spurious,  and  did  not  pro- 
c««d  from  the  pen  of  Sir  John 
Hawkins.  The  Knight's  style  is 
clear  and  elegant ;  this  account 
ckwdy,  incoasistcni,  and  embar- 
rassed. But  I  shall  content  myself 
woh  asking  a  few  queries  upon  this 
imponanl  paragraph. 

•  QtL  i.  Would  a  writer,  confes- 
sedly so  exact  in  his  choice  of  words 
as  the  Knight,  talk  in  this  manner  : 
While  he  was  preparing— an  acci- 
dent happened —  ?  As  if  one  should 
say  of  that  unforlanalc  divine,  Dr. 
Dodd,  an  acdtUnt  pTD\-ed  fatal  to 
biin  :  be  kappentd  to  wtiIc  another 
man's  name,  etc. 

*  Qu.  ii.  Would  not  Sir  Jolin  have 
told  OS  the  name  of  ihe  person  who 
»  so  darkly  described  in  this  narm- 
tioo  7  He  is  not  usually  backward 
in  mentioning  people's  names  at  full 
length,  where  anythini;  is  to  be  said 
to  their  credit. 

•Qu.  iii.  Would  he  not  have  told 
us  something  more  about  the  tm- 
poitact  paper  of  a  public  nature, 
whjeb  be  mis»d  after  receiving  a 
visit  fn.  >  Mr.  Anonymous;  or  would 


he  noi  rather  have  insened  it  in  the 
Life,  .-is  it  probably  would  have  filled 
a  page  or  two  ? 

'  Qu.  iv.  Where  was  this  parch- 
ment-covered book,  which  Sir  John 
hafipenfH  to  lay  his  fingers  upon  ? 
Was  it  lying  carelessly  about  in  the 
room,  or  canccnied  in  a  tifsHi  In 
short,  was  ii  in  such  a  place  that 
acommonncquaintance,a5  1  suppose 
Mr.  Anonymous  is  represented,  could 
have  easily  carried  JI  off? 

'Qu.  V,  How  did  Johnson  learn 
(not  surely  Irom  his  eyesight),  before 
the  Knight  could  convey  his  pii« 
away  f  convey  M?  Wist  it  call),  that 
his  friend  was  taking  such  kind  care 
of  his  property  ?  You  see,  Mr.  Urban, 
how  miserably  ihis  story  hangs  to- 
gelher. 

'  Qu.  vi.  If  the  fact  was  exactly  as 
it  is  here  stated,  how  came  Johnson 
10  be  so  exceedingly  provoked,  ll\at, 
as  ft-e  are  left  to  collect  from  the 
sequel,  Ihc  Knight  dmst  not  approach 
hini  till  he  was  appeased  by  a  peni- 
tential letter  ? 

'  Qu.  vii.  What  is  become  of  this 
peniicntial  letter?  and  how  happens 
it  to  Ik  omitted,  if  such  a  letter  was 
ever  written  i  Sir  John  would  cer- 
tainly havt/fJus  with  so  nmtrisiini; 
a  merset  iJJ/e,  p.  46)  in  a  genuine 
account  of  this  ofadfn/.  partly  to 
swell  the  volume,  and  partly  to  fur- 
nish the  world  uilh  a  f>trfect  model 
of  pretatfry  eloquence  {/i.  p.  370). 

'  Qu.  viii.  Would  not  the  Knight 
also  have  favoured  us  with  Johnson's 
answer  in  detail,  without  apologiiing 
for  the  omisstoi),  by  saying,  that  it 
would  render  htm  suspected  of  in- 
CKcusabJe  vanity  ?  If  the  answer 
was,  as  the  defenders  of  the  auihen- 


'  In  Che  first  edition,  6th. 
K  2 


a  look 
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a  look  of  great  contempt,  and  ridiculed  the  judging  of  his  dis- 
order by  the  pulse.  He  complained,  that  the  sarcocele'  had 
again  made  its  appearance,  and  astted,  if  a  puncture  would  not 
relieve  him,  as  It  had  done  the  ye:ir  before:  the  doctor  an- 
swered, that  it  might,  but  that  his  surgeon  was  the  best  judge  of 
the  effect  of  such  an  ojwration.  Johnson,  ujwn  this,  said,  *  How 
many  men  in  a  year  die  throufjh  the  timidity  of  those  whom 
they  consult  for  health  I  I  want  length  of  life,  and  you  fear 
giving  me  pain,  which  I  care  not  for'.' 

8th.  I  visited  him  with  Mr.  Langton.  and  found  him  dic- 
tating to  Mr.  Strahan  another  will,  the  former  being,  as  be  had 
said  at  the  time  of  making  it,  a  temporary  one.  On  our  enter- 
ing the  room,  he  said.  '  God  bless  you  both.'  I  arrived  just 
time  enough  to  direct  the  execution,  and  also  the  attestation  of 
it.  After  he  had  published  it,  he  desired  Mr.  Strahan  to  say 
the  Lord's  prayer,  which  he  did,  alt  of  us  joining.  Johnsoa, 
after  it,  uttered,  extempore,  a  fc^v  piou.'i  ejaculations. 

tilth.  I  saw  him  in  the  evening,  and  found  him  dictating,  to 
Mr.  Strahan.  a  codicil  to  the  will  he  had  made  the  evening 
before.  I  assisted  them  in  it,  and  received  from  the  testator 
a  direction,  to  insert  a  dcvi.sc  to  his  executors  of  the  house  at 
Lichhcid,  to  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  certain  of  his  relations, 
a  bequest  of  sundry  pecuniary  and  spccilic  It^cies,  a  provision 
for  the  annuity  of  70/.  for  Francis»  and,  after  all,  a  devise  of  all 
the  rest,  residue,  and  remainder  of  his  estate  and  effects,  to  hts 
executors,  in  trust  for  the  said  Franci.i  Barber,  hi.s  executors  and 
administnitors;  and,  having  dictated  accordingly,  Johnson  exe- 
cuted and  published  it  as  a  codicil  to  his  wilP. 


ticicy  of  this  paragraph,  I  am  told, 
aSirni  it  was.  melius  eft  pctnttuiae 
quuBi  Hunquam  peecdut.  it  must  be 
owned  that  it  is  enough  to  make 
•nyboily  Vjiin.  I  sli<\ll  attenipl  a 
triuiKhttiwi  for  llic  berietit  uf  your 
mere  English  readers:  There  is  inore 
j<y  ^'tr  it  tinner  thai  rrpenttih  than 
ev€r  a  just  person  th^U  tuedeCh  aa 
repentanie.  And  we  know,  fruni  ati 
authority  not  to  he  disputcil,  tliai 
Johnion  vas  a  grc;it  lover  of  peni- 


tents {Life,  iv.  406  [atUt,  u.  114]). 
"  God  put  it  in  thy  mind  to  t^  it 
hence. 
That  thou  mii^ht'sl  win  ihc  mon 

thy  (Juhnsun'dj  love, 
Ticadiag  so  wisely  in  excuse  of  it." 
a  Hen.  /f? 
Cent.   Mag.   1787,   pi>.   751-3,  •»* 
Parson  7'ractSt  p.  3+1. 
IJ/e,  iv.  339- 
/*. 
'  Leigh  Hunt,  in  a  m^T^fitiil nMc, 

He 


^fi,  iv.  339-  y 

b.  iv.  399,  n.  6 ;  ant^Jfl^ 
«i|{h  ilont,  in  a  ta^r.falw 
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He  w^  now  so  weak  as  to  be  uii<tblc  to  kitcci,  and  lamented, 
that  he  must  pray  sitting,  but,  with  an  effort,  he  placed  himself 
on  his  knees,  while  Mr.  Strahan  repeated  the  Lord's  Prayer. 
During  the  whole  of  the  evening,  he  was  much  composed  and 
resigned.  licing  become  very  weak  and  helpless,  it  was  thought 
necessary  that  a  man  should  watch  with  him  all  night ;  and  one 
was  found  in  the  neighbourhood,  who.  for  half  a  crown  3  night, 
undertook  to  sit  up  with,  and  assist  him.  When  the  man  had 
left  the  room,  he,  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  Mr.  Strahao 
and  Mr.  Langton,  asked  me,  where  I  meant  to  bury  him.  I 
answered,  doubtless,  in  Westminster  abbey;  'If,'  said  he,  'my 
executors  think  it  proper  to  mark  the  spot  of  my  interment  by 
a  stone,  let  it  be  so  pl-iced  as  to  protect  my  body  from  injury.' 
I  assured  him  it  should  be  done.  Hcfore  my  departure,  he 
desired  Mr.  Langton  to  put  into  my  hands,  money  to  the 
amount  of  upwards  of  looA  with  a  direction  to  keep  it  till  called 
for". 

loth.  This  day  at  noon  I  saw  him  again.  He  said  to  me, 
that  the  male  nurse  to  whose  care  I  had  committed  him,  was 
unfit  for  the  office.  '  He  is,"  said  he,  'an  idiot,  as  aukward  as 
a  turnspit  just  put  into  the  wheel,  and  as  sleepy  as  a  dormouse*.' 
Mr.  Cruikshank  came  into  the  room,  and,  looking  at  his  scarified 
leg,  saw  no  sign  of  a  mortiBcatiun. 

lith.  At  noon,  I  found  him  dozing,  and  would  not  disturb  him. 

tath.  Saw  him  again  ;  found  him  very  weak,  and,  as  he  said, 
unable  to  pray. 

13th.  At  noon,  I  called  at  the  house,  but  went  not  into  his 
room,  being  told  that  he  was  dozing.     I  was  further  informed 


sap: — 'The  omission  of  Rnswell's 
name  in  Johnson's  will  is  remark- 
able, Mtd  I  cannot  but  think,  very 
damaging.'  A  SM/ofOliliioets,hy 
Mrs.  James T.  Fieldt,  1895,  p.  174. 
Leigh  Hunt  «hould  have  noticed, 
what  BoawcU  points  out,  that  .\d;uns, 
Buniey.  Hector  and  Murphy  were 
also  omitted.  JJ/t,  w.  404,  n.  To 
tbcse  mii;ht  b«  added  Mrs.  Carter, 
Miss  Dtimejr,  and  Hannah  More, 
and  his  friends  at  Lichfield.     It  will 


be  found  that  all  his  bequests  of 
Iricndship  were  to  persons  (wiih  the 
possible  exception  o(  VV^  G.  Hamil* 
ton)  wham  he  "h&A  seen  during  the 
last  days  of  his  life.  He  had  sceB 
Dr.Biirncj-;  his  omission  was  prob- 
ably  due  to  the  forgclfulness  of  a 
dying  man. 

'  Johnson  in  his  will  mentions 
'/too  now  lying  by  me  in  ready 
money.'    Life,  iv.  403,  h.  2. 

'  U.  iv.  411. 

by 
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by  the  servants,  that  his  appetite  was  totally  gone,  and  that  he 
could  take  no  sustenance.  At  ei{^ht  in  the  evening,  of  the  same 
day,  word  was  brought  mc  by  Mr.  Saetres,  to  whom,  in  hJs 
last  moments,  he  uttered  these  words  '  Jam  monturus ','  that,  at 
a  quarter  past  seven,  he  had,  without  a  groan,  or  the  least  sign 
of  pain  or  uneasiness,  yielded  Hs  lant  breath. 

At  eleven,  the  same  evening,  Mr,  Langton  came  to  me,  and, 
in  an  agony  of  mind,  gave  me  to  understand,  that  our  friend  had 
wounded  himself  in  several  parts  of  the  body*.  I  was  shocked 
at  the  news  ;  but,  upon  being  told  that  he  had  not  touched  any 
vital  part,  was  easily  able  to  account  for  an  action,  which  would 
else  have  given  us  the  deepest  concern.  The  fact  was,  that 
conceiving  himself  to  be  full  of  water,  he  had  done  that,  which 
he  had  often  solicited  his  medical  assistants  to  do,  made  two  or 
three  incisions  in  his  lower  limbs,  vainly  hoping  for  some  relief 
from  the  flux  that  might  follow. 

Early  the  next  moming,  Frank  came  to  me;  and,  bdflg 
desirous  of  knowing  all  the  particulars  of  this  transaction,  I  in- 
terrogated him  very  strictly  concerning  it,  and  received  from 
him  answers  to  the  following  cfTect ; 

That,  at  eight  in  the  morning  of  the  preceding  day,  upon 
going  into  the  bedchamber,  his  master,  being  in  bed,  ordered 
him  to  open  a  cabinet,  and  give  him  a  drawer  in  it ;  that  be  did 
so,  and  that  out  of  it  his  master  took  a  case  of  lancets,  and 
choosing  one  of  them,  would  have  conveyed  it  into  the  bcd.whidi 
Frank,  a  young  man  ^  that  sat  up  with  him,  seeing,  they  seized 
his  hand,  and  intreatcd  him  not  to  do  a  rash  action:  he  said  be 
would  not ;  but  drawing  his  hand  under  the  bed-elothcs,  they 
saw  his  arm  move.  Upon  this  they  turned  do\vn  the  clothes, 
and  savv  a  great  effusion  of  blood,  which  soon  stopped — That 
soon  after,  he  got  at  a  pair  of  scissars  that  lay  in  a  drawer  by  him, 
and  plunged  them  deep  in  the  calf  of  each  leg  —  That  im- 
mediately they  sent  for  Mr.  Cruikshank,  and  the  apothecaiy, 
and  they,  or  one  of  them,  dressed  the  wounds — That  he  then 
fell  into  that  dozing  which  carried  him  off. — That  it  was  con- 
jectured he  lost  eight  or  ten  ounces  of  blood  ;  and  that  this 

'  Li/t,   iv.  418  ;   anU,  \u  7,  and  '  /f.  iv.  418  n. 

fojt  p.  159.  '  Mr.  Windham's  man. /&.  iv.^il 

eflTusion 
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effusion  brought  oa  the  dozing,  though  his  pulse  continued  firm 
till  three  o'clock. 

That  this  act  was  not  done  to  hasten  his  end,  but  to  dis- 
charge the  water  that  he  conceived  to  be  in  him,  I  have  not  the 
least  doubt'.  A  dropsy  was  his  disease;  he  looked  upon  himself 
as  a  bloated  carca5e ;  and,  to  attain  the  power  of  easy  respira- 
tion, would  have  undergone  any  degree  of  temporary  p;iin.  He 
dreaded  neither  punctures  nor  incisions,  and,  indeed,  delved  the 
trochar'  and  the  lancet ;  he  had  often  reproached  his  physicians 
and  sur^on  with  cowardice  ;  and,  when  Mr.  Cruilcshank  scarified 
his  leg.  he  cried  out — 'Deeper,  deeper; — I  wi!l  abide  the  con- 
sequence: you  are  afraid  of  your  reputation,  but  that  is  nothing 
to  mc' — To  those  about  him,  he  said, — '  You  all  pretend  to 
love  me,  but  you  do  not  love  me  so  well  as  f  myself  do.' 

I  have  been  thus  miaute  in  recording  the  particulars  of  his 
last  moments,  because  I  wished  to  attract  attention  to  the  con- 
duct of  this  great  man,  under  the  most  trying  circumstances 
human  nature  b  subject  to.  Many  persons  have  appeared  pos- 
sessed of  more  serenity  of  mind  in  this  awful  scene:  some  have 
remained  unmoved  at  the  dissolution  of  the  vital  union ;  and,  it 
may  be  deemed  a  discouragement  from  the  severe  practice  of 
religion,  that  Dr.  Johnson,  whose  whole  life  was  a  preparation 
for  his  death,  and  a  conflict  with  natural  infirmity,  was  disturbed 
with  terror  at  the  prospect  of  the  grave.  Let  not  this  relax 
the  circumspection  of  any  one.  It  is  true,  that  natural 
firmness  of  spirit,  or  the  confidence  of  hope,  may  buoy  up  the 
mind  to  the  last ;  but,  however  heroic  an  undaunted  death  may 
appear,  it  is  not  what  we  should  pray  for.  As  Johnson  lived 
the  life  of  the  righteous,  his  end  was  that  of  a  Christian:  he 
strictly  fulfilled  the  injunction  of  the  apostle,  to  work  out  his 
salvation  with  fear  and  trembling  * ;  and,  though  his  doubts  and 


*  'Tbis  bold  experiment,*  writes 
Boswell. 'Sir  John  Hawkins  has  re- 
lated in  tuch  a  manner  »t  10  Kuggest 
a  charge  i^intt  Johnson  of  inten- 
tlooally  hastening  his  end  ;  a  cliar^ 
ioveryincx>nsiKcntwithhi«  character 
in  ever/  respect,  thai  it  is  injurious 
even  to  refute  it,  aa  Sir  John  has 


thought  it  necessary  to  do.  It  is 
evident,  iliat  what  Johnson  did  in 
hopes  of  relief  indicaled  an  extra* 
ordinary  eagerness  to  retard  hia  dis- 
solution.'   Li/e,  iv.  399,  n.  6. 

'  Johnson    defines   trocar   as.  'a 
chirurgical  instrument.' 

'  Philippia.n3  ii.  12. 

scruples 
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Extracts  from 


scruples  were  certainly  very  distressing  to  hinuclf,  they  give 

his  friends  a  pious  hope,  that  he,  who  added  to  almost  all  the 
virtues  of  Cbrtstianity,  that  religious  humility  which  its  great 
Teacher  inculcated,  will,  in  the  fullness  of  time,  receive  the 
reward  promised  to  a  patient  continuance  in  wcll-doin^. 

A  few  days  after  his  departure,  Dr.  BrocVlcsby  and  Mr.  Cruik- 
shank,  who,  with  great  assiduity  and  humanity,  (and  I  must 
add,  generosity,  for  neither  they,  nor  Ur.  Heberden,  Dr.  Warren, 
nor  Dr.  Butter,  would  accept  any  fees')  had  attended  him, 
signified  a  wish,  that  his  body  might  be  opened.  This  was 
done,  and  the  rt.'porl  made  was  to  this  cITect : 

Two  of  the  valves  of  the  aorta  ossified. 

The  air-celis  of  the  lungs  unusually  distended. 

One  of  the  kidneys  destroyed  by  the  pressure  of  the  tt'atcr. 

The  liver  schirrous. 

A  stone  in  the  gall-bladder,  of  the  size  of  a  common  goose- 
berry. 

On  Monday  the  aoth  of  December,  his  funeral  was  celebrated 
and  honoured  by  a  numerous  attendance  of  his  friends,  and 
among  them,  by  particular  invitation,  of  as  many  of  the  literary 
club  as  were  then  in  town,  and  not  prevented  by  engagements'. 
The  dean  of  \Ve.<it minster,  upon  my  application,  would  gladly 
have  performed  the  ceremony  of  his  interment,  but,  at  the  time, 
was  much  indisposed  in  his  health ;  the  office,  therefore,  de- 
volved upon  the  senior  prebendary,  Dr.  Taylor,  who  performed 
it  with  becoming  gravity  and  seriousness.  All  the  prebendaries, 
except  .such  ,03  were  absent  in  the  country,  attended  in  their 
surplices  and  hoods:  they  met  the  corpse  at  the  west  door  of 


■  Johnson,  in  his  Life  of  GartA, 
aa>-s :— '  I  believe  evwy  m.in  has 
found  in  pl^ysicians  great  libcral-ity 
and  dignity  of  seniinicnl.vcry  prompt 
efTti&ian  of  l>enelicence,  and  willing- 
ness (o  «xcrt  a  lucrative  artf  where 
there  is  no  hope  of  lucr&' 

'I  have  been  so  ill,'  wrote  Hannah 
More,  '  that  my  fiiemds  have  sent 
Dr.  Warren  to  me.  He  ia  a  most 
agreeable,  as  well  us  abk  man;  pays 


me  every  attention,  but  will  never 
take  a  fee.  This  is  uniformly  the 
case  whatever  physician  1  con&uh, 
and  I  have  consulted  all  that  are 
eminent.'  H.hloic's  3rrwM'rs,  ii.^}y 
There  JE  no  reason  to  believe  thM 
tbc  physicians  of  the  present  afi 
fall  short  of  those  whose  bencfeepct 
Johnson  and  Hannah  More  cele- 
brated. 
"  For  a  list  of  those  who  atiendcd 

their 
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their  church,  and  performed,  in  the  most  respectful  manner,  all 
the  honours  due  to  the  memory  of  so  f^rcat  n  man  '. 

His  body,  enclosed  in  a  leaden  cofUn,  is  deposited  in  the 
south  transept  of  the  abbc}-,  near  the  foot  ttf  Shakespeare's 
monument,  .'uid  close  to  the  coffin  of  his  friend  Garrick.  Agree- 
able  to  his  request,  a  stone  of  black  marble*  co\-er9  liis  grav^ 
thus  inscribed : 

Samuel  Johnson,  L.L.D. 
I  Obiit  XIII  die  Decembris, 

^^^^^  Anno  Domini 

^^B  M  DCC  LXXXIV. 

^^^H  iCtatJS  SU3C  LXXV.    (Page  594.J 

r  The  truth  of  the  matter  is,  that  his  whole  life  was  a  conflict 
ui'th  his  passions  and  humours,  and  that  few  persons  bore  repre- 
hension with  more  patience  than  himself.  After  his  decease, 
1  found  among  his  papers  an  anonymous  letter,  that  seemed  to 
have  been  written  by  a  person  who  had  long  had  his  eye  on 
him,  and  remarked  the  offensive  particulars  in  his  behaviour, 
hJj  propensity  to  contradiction,  his  want  of  deference  to  the 
opinions  of  others,  his  contention  for  victory  over  those  with 
whom  he  disputed,  his  local  prejudices  and  aversions,  and  other 
his  evil  habits  in  conversation,  which   made  his  acquaintance 


sec  poit  in  G.  Stcevcns's  Atutdoici, 
and  Letttrt,  ii  434.  Of  tlie  members 
tA  the   IJtcmry  Club  who  did  not 
attcad  the  foliowing  is  the  list  ia  ihc 
order  of  their  seniority : — 
Bishop  CcTcy. 
Sir  Kofxit  L  ham  berg. 
£aTl  of  Charlcmonl. 
SirWitliiuti  Jones  (absent  in  India). 
AgmoDdcshaiD  Vesey. 
[aine«  DoswelL 
'twrlcs  J.iincii  Fox. 
)r.  George  Fordyce. 
Jwirtl  Gibbon. 
.  Smith. 
'Sishop  Damard. 
Dr.  Joseph  Warton. 
Richard  Brin&ley  Sheridan. 


Earl  of  Upper  Ossory. 

Bisho[>  MarUy. 

Earl  Spencer. 

iiishop  Shipley. 

Lcird  Elioi. 

Thomas  Warion. 

Earl  of  Lucan. 

Sir  William  Hamilton. 

Viscount  ralmcrslon. 

Dr.  Warren  wati  e^<^cled  a  memljer 
three  days  after  the  funeral. 

■  This  is  Hawkins's  reply  to  the 
charge  of  neglect  brought  against 
them  and  him.  AnU,  1.  449  n, ; 
Ufct  iv.  430  tf, 

'  Hoawcll  correctly  describes  it  is 
'a.  large  blue  flag-stone.'  ^'/f,  iv. 
419- 

shunned 


138  Extracts  from  Hawkins's  Life  of  fohnson. 

shunned  by  many,  who,  as  a  man  of  genius  and  worth,  highly 
esteemed  him.  It  was  written  with  great  temper,  in  a  spirit  of 
charity,  and  with  a  due  acknowledgment  of  those  great  talents 
with  which  he  was  endowed,  but  contained  in  it  several  home 
truths.  In  ^ort,  it  was  such  a  letter  as  many  a  one,  on  the 
receipt  of  it,  would  have  destroyed.  On  the  contrary,  Johnson 
preserved  it,  and  placed  it  in  his  bureau,  in  a  situation  so  obvious, 
that,  whenever  he  opened  that  repository  of  his  papers,  it  might 
look  him  in  the  face ;  and  I  have  not  the  least  doubt,  that  he 
frequently  perused  and  reflected  on  its  contents,  and  endeavoured 
to  correct  his  behaviour  by  an  address  which  he  could  not  but 
consider  as  a  friendly  admonition.     (Page  601.) 


ANECDOTES  BY  MISS   HAIVKINS' 


When  first  I  remember  Johnson  J  used  to  see  him  sometimes 
at  a  little  distance  from  the  house,  coming  to  call  on  my  father  ; 
hb  look  directed  downwards,  or  rather  in  such  apparent  abstrac- 
tion as  to  have  no  direction.  His  walk  wa3  heavy,  but  he  got 
on  at  a  great  rate,  his  left  arm  always  fixed  across  his  breast,  so 
as  to  bnng  the  hand  under  his  chin  ;  and  he  walked  wide,  as  if 
to  support  his  weight '.  Getting  out  of  a  hackney-coach,  which 
had  set  him  down  in  Fleet  Street,  my  brother  Henry  says  he 
made  his  way  up  Bolt  Court  in  the  zig-zag  direction  of  a  flash 
of  lightning;  submitting  his  course  only  to  the  deflections  im- 
posed by  the  impossibility  of  going  further  to  right  or  left. 

His  clothes  hung  loose,  and  the  pocket  on  the  right  hand 
swrang  violently,  the  lining  of  his  coat  being  always  visible. 
1  can  now  call  to  mind  his  brown  hand,  his  metal  sleeve-buttons, 
and  ray  surprise  at  seeing  him  with  plain  wristbands,  when  all 
gentlemen  wore  ruffles  ^ ;  his  coat-slecve  being  very  wide  showed 
his  linen  almost  to  the  elbow.  His  wtg  in  common  was  cut  and 
bmhy  ;  if  by  chance  he  had  one  that  had  been  dressed  in  separate 
curls,  it  gave  him  a  disagreeable  look,  not  suited  to  his  years  or 
character.    I  certainly  had  no  idea  that  this  same  Dr.  Johnson, 


'  From  the  Afemeirr  of  Lilitia 
HoKvkins,  2  vols.  8vo.  1827. 

°  ■  Wh«n  he  walked,  it  was  like 
the  stnjgglin);;  gait  of  one  in  Cetcers.' 
Jj/t,  W.  435.    See /or/,  p.  165. 

■  For'iheTtty  rich  laced  ruffles, 


which  Mrs.  Thrale  said  were  old- 
fashioned,'  worn  by  Sir  P.  J.  Clerk, 
see  /j/c,  iv.  80,  Clerk  was  a  Whiff. 
'Ah,  Sir  (siiid  Johnson),  oDUcnt 
ruffles  and  modcTD  principles  do  not 
agree.' 

whom 
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whom  I  thought  rather  a  disgraceful  visitor  at  our  house,  and 
who  was  ne^-cr  mcntionctl  by  ladies  but  with  a  smil^  was  to  be 
one  day  an  honour  not  only  to  us  but  to  his  country. 

I  remember  a  tailor's  bringing  his  pattern-book  to  my  brothers, 
and  pointing  out  a  purple,  such  as  no  one  else  wore,  as  the 
doctor's  u&iul  choice*.  We  all  shouted  with  astomshmcnt,  at 
hearing  that  Polyphcmc,  as,  shame  to  say,  wc  had  nicknamed 
him,  ever  had  a  new  coat ;  but  the  tailor  assured  us  he  was 
a  good  customer.    (Vol.  i.  p.  86.) 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Thralc  it  was  concluded  by  some  that  he 
would  marry  the  widow  ;  by  others  that  he  would  entirely  take 
up  his  residence  in  her  house,  which,  resembling  the  situation  of 
many  other  learned  men  *,  would  have  been  nothing  extraordinary 
or  censurable.  The  path  he  would  pursue  was  not  evident,  when 
on  a  sudden  he  came  out  again,  and  sought  my  father  with  kind 
eagerness.  Calls  were  exchanged ;  he  would  now  take  bis  tea 
with  us ;  and  in  one  of  these  evening  visits,  which  were  the 
plcasantcst  periods  of  my  knowledge  of  him,  saying,  when  takti^ 
leave,  that  he  was  leaving  London,  Lady  H.  satd, '  I  suppose  >-ou 
arc  going  to  Uath?'  'Why  should  you  suppose  soP'  said  be. 
'  Because,'  said  my  mother, '  I  hear  Mrs.  Thrale  is  gone  there  V 
'  /  know  nothing  of  Mrs.  Thralc,'  he  roared  out ;  '  good  evening 
to  you.'  The  state  of  affairs  was  soon  made  known.  (Vol.  i. 
p.  96.) 

It  is  greatly  to  the  honour  of  Johnson  that  he  never  ac- 
customed himself  '  to  descant*'  on  the  ingratitude  of  mankind, 
or  to  comment  on  the  many  causes  he  had  to  think  harshly  of 
the  world.  He  said  once  to  my  youngest  brother,  '  I  hate  a 
complaincr'; '  this  liatrcd  might  preserve  him  from  the  habit* 
(Vol.  i.  p.  97-) 

To  Warburton's  great  po^vcrs  he  did  full  justice.    He  did  net 


'  ll  was  3  broM-n  coat  that  he 
usually  wore.  '  tic  iicv«r  deviated 
from  a  cl.-irk  colour.'  Li/e,  i.  396 ; 
iii.  54,  jt,  2,  335. 

■  Dr.  Watts,  for  instance.  Works, 
viii.  383. 

''  She  was  married  to  Mn  Fioaii 


in  Unlh.    fillers,  ii.  404,  «.  3. 

*  '  UescAnt  on  mine  own  infirmity-' 

Richard  III,  Act  i.  »c.  1, 1. 37. 

*  '  Sir,  1  hive  never  complaiiwd  cf 
the  wortd ;  nor  do  I  think  thai  I 
have  reason  to  compluin.'  L^€,\t. 
t  id    Sec  also  anle,  i.  263- 

always, 
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always,  my  brother  says,  agree  with  him  in  his  notions;  'but,' 
ssid  he, '  with  all  his  errors,  si  nan  crrasset,  Jecerat  iUe  minus' 
Speaking  of  Warburton's  contemptuous  treatment  of  some  one 
who  prcsumetl  to  differ  from  him,  I  heard  him  repeat  with  such 
glee  the  coarse  expressions  in  which  he  had  vented  this  feeling;, 
that  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  his  hearty  approbation  '.  {\'oI.  i. 
p.  108.) 

Mrs.  Anna  Williams  I  remember  as  long  as  I  can  remember  any 
one. ...  I  sec  her  now,  a  pale  shrunken  old  lady,  dressed  in 
scarlet'  made  in  the  handsome  French  fashion  of  the  time,  with 
a  lace  cap,  with  two  stiffened  projecting  wings  on  the  temples, 
and  a  black  lace  hood  over  it ;  her  grey  or  powdered  hair  ap- 
pcanng.  Her  temper  has  been  recorded  as  marked  with  the 
Webh  fire,  and  this  might  be  excited  by  some  of  the  meaner 
inmates  of  the  upper  floors ;  but  her  gentle  kindness  to  me 
I  never  shall  forget,  or  think  consistent  with  a  bad  temper'. 
(Vol.  Lp.  151.) 

What  the  economy  of  Dr.  Johnson's  house  miglit  be  under  his 
wife's  administration,  I  cannot  tell  ;  but  under  Miss  Williams's 
management,  and,  indeed,  afterwards,  when  he  was  even  more  at 
the  mercy  of  those  around  him,  it  always  exceeded  my  expecta- 
tion, as  far  as  the  condition  of  the  ap.irtment  into  which  I  was 
admitted  could  enable  me  to  judge.  It  was  not,  indeed,  his 
study:  amongst  his  books  he  probably  might  bring  MaglLibecchi* 
to  recollection  ;  but  I  saw  him  only  in  a  decent  drawing-room  of 
a  house  not  inferior  to  others  in  the  same  local  situation,  and 
with  stout  old-fashioned  mahogany  chairs  and  tables'.  I  have 
said  that  he  was  a  liberal  customer  to  his  tailor,  and  I  can 
remember  that  his  linen  was  often  a  strong  contrast  to  the  colour 
of  his  hands  *.    {Vol.  i.  p.  208.) 


'  ■  Johnson.  "When  I  read  War- 
buiton  tirst,  and  observed  his  force 
and  bis  contempt  of  mnnkind^  I 
cbouj^bT  he  had  driven  the  world  be- 
fore him  ;  but  1  soon  found  ihni  was 
not  the  case ;  for  Watburton.  by  ex- 
tending his  abuse,  rendered  il  in- 
cflccnut."'  U/*,  V.  93.  Uw  iilso 
r,  i.  381  n. :  ii.  15  s. 


'  For  Hannah  More 'all  gorgeous 
in  starlet"  see  Lift,  iv.  315,  «.  2. 

'  For  Miss  Williams's  temper  see 
ib.  iii.  26,  226. 

*  Ante,  ii.  87. 

*  Ante,  ii.  135. 

*  Neverlhelesijohnsonowtied  that 
he  'hnd  no  p^sion  for  clcitn  linen.' 
/<*.  i.  397- 

Xa 


In  his  colloquia]  intercourse,  Johnson's  compliments  were 
studied,  and  therefore  lost  their  effect :  his  head  dipped  lower; 
the  semicircle  in  which  it  revolved  was  of  greater  extent ;  and 
his  roar  was  deeper  in  its  lone  when  he  meant  to  be  civil.  His 
movement  in  reading,  which  he  did  with  great  rapidity,  was 
humorously  described  after  his  death,  by  a  lady,  who  said,  that 
'  his  head  swung  seconds '.' 

The  usual  initial  sentences  of  his  conversation  led  some  to 
imagine  that  to  rescmbte  him  was  as  easy  as  to  mimic  him,  and 
that,  if  they  began  with  'Why,  Sir."  or  '  I  know  no  reason.'  or 
'  If  any  man  chooses  to  think,'  or  '  If  you  mean  to  say,'  thc>' 
must,  of  course, 'talk  Johnson".'  That  his  style  might  be  imi- 
tated, is  true;  and  that  its  strong  features  made  it  easier  to  lay 
bold  on  it  than  on  a  milder  style,  no  one  will  di-sputc.  (Vol.  i. 
p.  a  is) 

For  the  foHowing  trifling  circumstances  connected  with  Dr. 
Johnson  I  am  indebted  to  my  younger  brother.  '  Speaking'  of 
reading  and  study.  I  heard  him  say,  that  he  would  not  ask  a  man 
to  give  up  his  important  interests  for  them,  because  it  would  not 
be  fair ;  but  that,  if  any  man  would  employ  In  reading  that  time 
which  he  would  otherwise  waste,  he  would  answer  for  it,  if  he 
were  a  man  of  ordinary  endowment,  that  he  would  make  a 
sensible  man.  "  He  might  not,"  said  he,  "  make  a  Bcntlcy,  but 
he  would  be  a  sensible  man^"' 


'  *  He  corainooly  held  his  head  to 
one  side  towards  his  right  shoulder, 
and  shoolc  it  in  a  tremulous  miinncr.' 
£.//,  i.  4«S- 

■  For  imitations  «f  him  see  ik  ii. 
3i6,  N.  5,  and  for  his  '  No,  Sir,'  ii.  iv. 

315- 

'  We  see  the  eyes  and  tnoulh 
movingwith  ci^nvulsivefwltchcs;  we 
MJC  the  hca^'y  form  lolIing ;  we  hear 
it  puffmff :  and  then  comes  ihc 
'■  Why,  air  I "  and  the  "  What  then, 
sir?"  and  the  "No,  sirl"  and  the 
"  You  don't  sec  your  way  through 
the  question,  sir  1  "  '  Macaulay's 
Essays,  ed.  1843,  t.  407. 


'  ImiCntion  is  of  two  sorts  ;  th 
(irst  is  when  we  force  to  our  om 
purposes  the  thoughts  of  others ;  tbe 
second  consists  in  copying  the  (m- 
perfections  or  blemishes  of  cclebnlni 
authors.  1  have  seen  a  play  pctt- 
fcs5cdly  writ  in  the  style  of  Shike- 
spcarc,  wheicin  the  resemblance  U9 
in  one  sinffle  line, 

'  And  M>  t;{>nd  morrow  t'  yc,  good 

roaster  lieutenant.' 
Swift's  Works,  ed.  1S03,  mtiii.  5}. 
According  to  Lamb   the  writer  of 
this    play    was    Rowe.     LeU€rs  ej 
CfiarUs  Lamb,  ed.  tSSS,  i.  138. 

^  'Snatches  of  reading  (said  Joha* 

•He 
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'  He  vna  adverse  to  departing  from  the  common  opinions  and 
customs  of  the  world,  as  conceiving  them  to  have  been  founded 
on  experience*.' 

'  He  doubted  whether  there  ever  was  a  man  who  was  not 
l^tificd  by  being  told  that  he  was  liked  by  the  women.' 

'He  was  speaking  of  surgical  operations.  I  suggested  that 
they  were  now  performed  with  less  pain  than  formerly,  owing  to 
modern  improvements  in  science.  "Yes,  Sir,"  said  he.  "but  If 
you  will  conceive  a  wedge  placed  with  the  broad  end  downwards,** 
alluding  to  the  drawing  of  a  tooth,  "no  human  power,  nor  angel, 
as  /  conceive,  can  extract  that  wedge  without  giving  pain  *." 

'  He  spoke  contemptuously  of  the  habit  of  corresponding  by 
letter,  and  of  professing  to  p<ttir  out  one's  soul  upon  paper  ^ 
Calling  upon  him  shortly  after  the  death  of  Lord  Mansfield,  and 
mentionit^  the  event,  he  said, "  Ah,  Sir  1  there  was  little  learning 
and  less  virtue*."'    (Vol.  i.  p.  216.) 


son)  will  not  make  a  Ilcntlcy  or 
■  Clarke.  They  are,  however,  in  a 
certain  degiee  advantageous.'    ti/f, 

Vf.  31. 

'  SeeoM/r,  i.  zai. 

'  \Mien  Johnson  was  Buffering 
from  a  tarcoctio  {Lift,  iv.  339)  h« 
WM  attended  by  Pcfcival  Pott,  one 
of  tbe  first  surgeons  of  the  iii.ty. 
When  in  1749  Pott  was  apfwinled 
SQtYeDn  of  St.  Bartlbolomew's  Hos- 
pital '  the  mnxirn  Dalar  metUiinn 
rftf/(»TfstiIi  remained  unrefuled,  Mr, 
Pott's  tutor  treated  with  xuperciliouf 
eoaltinpt  the  endeavoun  of  hi>  pupil 
to  recommend  a  milder  system.  Mr. 
Pott  lived  to  see  those  remains  of 
barbarism  set  xside.'  J.  Earle's  Ufe 
0/  Pott.  '  Poti  directed  those  who 
tried  to  brinz  back  Dodd  to  life  a/ter 
hiiexeculion.'  NV ticatley's  Wraxall's 
Mntoirs,  iv,  149, 

'  *  U  has  been  so  Ion?  said  as  to 
be  oomnvmly  believed,  that  the  true 
charactcn  (^  men  nuy  be  found  in 


their  letters,  and  that  he  who  writes 
to  his  friend  lays  his  heart  open 
beftite  him.  But  the  truth  is  that 
such  were  the  simple  friendships  of 
the  Golden  A^c,  and  are  now  the 
friendships  onlyof  children.'  Works, 
viii.  314,  See  Ldters,  \\.  52,  and 
Li/t,  iv.  102, 

"  Lord  Manslield  died  on  March 
30,  1793.  outliving  Johnson  by  more 
than  eight  years.  In  spile  of  this 
gross  blunder  it  is  quite  possible  ihat 
Johnson  thas  spoke  of  him.  LJoswcll 
says  that  •Johnson  entertained  no 
exa.ttcd  opinion  of  hi^  Lordship's 
intellectual  character.  Talking  of 
him  to  me  one  day  he  said:— "It 
is  wonderful,  Sir,  with  haw  little 
real  superiority  cf  mind  men  can 
make  an  eminent  figure  in  publick 
life."*  Li/e,'w.\^%.  Smollett's  praise 
of  Mansfield  perhaps  implies  (hat  he 
bad  DO  g;cat  Uaming;  for  he  says 
that  he  had  '  an  innate  sagacity  that 
saved  the  trouble  of  intense  applica- 

My 
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My  father  and  Boswell  grew  a  little  acquainted ;  and  when  the 
Life  of  xheir  friend  came  out,  Lk>swc1l  showed  himself  very  uiKasy 
under  an  injury,  which  he  wad  much  embarrassed  in  defining. 
He  called  on  my  father,  and  being  admitted,  complained  of  the 
manner  in  which  he  was  enroUcdamongst  Johnson's  friends,  which 
was  as  Mr.  James  Boswell  of  Auchinlcck'.  Where  was  the 
offence?  It  was  one  of  those  which  a  complainant  hardly  dares 
to  embody  in  words ;  he  would  only  repeat, '  Well,  but  Mr.  yauus 
Beswell!  surely,  surely,  Mr.  James  liotzvellW ,  . .  .*\  know,' 
said  my  father,  *  Mr.  Boswell,  what  you  mean;  you  would  have 
had  me  say  that  Johnson  undertook  this  lour  with  THE  BosweLL." 
He  could  not  indeed  absolutely  covet  this  mode  of  proclamatiwi ; 
he  would  perhaps  have  been  content  with  'the  celebrated,'  or 
'the  well-known,'  but  he  could  not  confess  quite  so  much;  he 
therefore  acquiesced  in  the  amendment  proposed,  but  he  w-as 
forced  to  depart  without  any  promise  of  correction  in  a  sub- 
sequent edition.    (Vol.  I.  p.  235.) 


lion.*  Histtvy  0/  Eitgland.tA,  1800, 
iii.  339.  S«e  Hume's  IMUrs  ta 
Strakan,  p.  laj,  n.  13. 

'  llnwkins  (Icscrilicd  him  as 'Mr- 
James  BoBwtll,  3.  native  of  Scotland.' 
Hawkitu,  p.  473.  Bo&wdl  in  return, 
ID  enumerating  the  members  of  ibc 
Ivy   Lane   Qub,  described  him   ax 


'  Mr.  John  Hawkint,  an  attofDey.' 
Life,  i.  rQo.  See  <mU,  ii.  j6,  in  B09- 
wcH's  letter  to  Malone  of  Morcli  ff< 
1791.  M'hcre  he  Iclla  how  be  hu  fot 
ihc  printer  of  the  OnuU  to  promiie 
(0  mention  that  some  lines  by  Mr. 
Boswiil  are  not  ty  Jamts  Sasaki, 
Esg.    Sec  also  Life,  ii.  383,  «.  i. 


NARRATIVE  BY  JOHN  HOOLE 


[Published  in  the  Ettr^an  Magoime  for  September,  1779, 

For  John  Hoolc,  sec  Life,  ii.  aftg  ;  iv.  70. 

Lamb  wrote  in  1797:  'Fairfax  I  have  been  in  quest  of  a  long 
time.  Johnson  in  his  Life  of  Waiier  gives  a  most  delicious 
specimen  of  him,  and  adds,  in  the  true  manner  of  that  deh'cate 
critic,  as  well  as  amiable  man,  "  It  may  be  presumed  that  this 
old  version  will  not  be  much  read  after  the  elegant  translation 
of  my  friend,  Mr.  Houle."  I  endeavoured — I  wished  to  gain 
some  idea  of  Tasso  from  this  Mr.  Hoole,  the  great  boast  and 
ornament  of  the  India  House,  but  soon  desisted.  I  found  him 
more  >'apid  than  small  beer  *'  aun-vinegared.*" 

What  Johnson  wrote  was :  'Fairfax's  work,  after  Mr.  Hoolc's 
translation,  will  perhaps  not  be  soon  reprinted."  Works,  vii. 
ai6. 

Lady  Louisa  Stuart  writing  to  Sir  Walter  Scott  on  Feb-  10, 
1 817,  thus  describes  iloole  : — '  He  once  fell  inmy  w.iy  near  thirty 
years  ago.  He  was  a  clerk  in  the  India  House,  a  maji  of  business 
of  that  ancient  breed,  now  extinct,  which  used  to  be  as  much 
marked  by  plaited  cambric  ruffles,  a  neat  wig,  a  snuff-coloured 
suit  of  clothes,  and  a  corresponding  sobriety  of  look,  as  one  race 
of  spaniels  is  by  the  black  nose  and  silky  hair.  "  When  I  have 
been  long  otherwise  employed,  and  out  of  the  habit  of  writing 
verse,"  said  he,  "  I  find  it  rather  diJUcuit  and  get  on  slowly  ;  but 

VOL.  II.  L  after 
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after  a  lit'tlc  practice  I  fall  into  the  track  again  ;  then  1  can  easily 
make  a  hundred  lines  in  a  day> " '  Familiar  Lttters  of  Sir 
Walter  Se^rt,  1894,  i.  409.] 


Satl'rday,  Nov.  20,  1784.— This  evening,  about  eight  o'clock, 
I  paid  a  visit  to  my  dear  friend  Dr.  Johnson,  whom  I  found  very 
ill  and  in  great  dejection  of  spirits.  Wc  had  a  most  affecting 
conversation  on  the  subject  of  religion,  in  which  he  exhorted 
me,  with  ihe  greatest  warmth  of  kindness,  to  attend  closely  to 
every  religious  duty,  and  particularly  enforced  the  obligation  of 
private  prayer  and  receiving  the  Sacrament.  He  desired  me  to 
stay  that  night  and  join  in  prayer  with  him ;  adding,  that  he 
always  went  to  prayer  every  night  with  his  man  Francis.  He 
conjured  mti  to  read  and  meditate  upon  the  Bible,  and  not  to 
throw  it  aside  for  a  play  or  a  novel.  He  said  he  had  himself 
lived  in  great  negligence  of  religion  and  worship  for  forty  yea«; 
that  he  had  neglected  to  read  his  Bible,  and  had  often  reflected 
what  he  could  hereafter  say  when  he  should  be  asked  why  he 
had  not  read  it '.  He  be^ed  me  repeatedly  to  let  his  present 
.situation  have  due  effect  upon  me;  and  advised  me,  when  I  got 
home,  to  note  down  in  writing  what  had  passed  between  us, 
adding,  that  what  a  man  writes  in  that  manner  dwells  upon 
his  mind.  He  said  many  things  that  I  cannot  now  recollect, 
but  all  delivered  with  the  utmost  fervour  of  religious  zeal  and 
personal  affection.  Between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  his  servant 
Francis  came  upstairs :  he  then  said  we  would  all  go  to 
prayers,  and,  desiring  me  to  kneel  down  by  his  bedside,  be 
repeated  several  prayers  with  great  devotion.  1  then  took  my 
leave.  He  then  pressed  me  to  think  of  alt  he  had  said,  and  to 
commit  it  to  writing.  I  assured  him  I  would.  He  seized  my 
hand  with  much  warmth,  and  repeated,  '  Promise  me  you  will 
do  it:'  on  which  we  parted,  and  I  engaged  to  see  him  tlie 
next  day. 


'  In  1772  he  recorded,  after  read- 
ing the  Bible  ihrough:— '  It  is  a 
comfon  lo  me  that  at  last,  in  my 
sixty-third  year,  1  h&ve  attained  to 


know,  even  thus  hastily,  confuudlf, 
and  impcrfccily,  what  my  Biblt  coo- 
tains.'    AmU,  t.  61. 

Sunday 
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Sunday,  Nov.  ai. — About  noon  I  again  visited  him;  found 
him  rather  better  and  easier,  his  spirits  more  raised,  and  his 
conversation  more  disposed  to  general  subjects.  When  I  came 
in,  he  asked  if  I  had  done  what  he  desired  (meaning  the  noting 
down  what  passed  the  night  before) ;  and  upon  my  saying 
that  I  had,  he  pressed  my  hand  and  said  earnestly,  'Thank 
yotL*  Our  discourse  then  grew  more  cheerful.  He  told  me, 
with  apparent  pleasure,  that  he  heard  the  Empress  of  Russia 
had  ordered  The  Rambler  to  be  translated  into  the  Russian  lan- 
guage, and  that  a  copy  would  be  sent  him  '. 

Before  wc  parted,  he  put  into  my  hands  a  little  book,  by 
Fleetwood,  on  the  Sacrament*,  which  he  told  mc  he  had  been 
the  means  of  introducing  to  the  UnivcrMty  of  O-vford  by 
recommending  it  to  a  young  student  there. 

Monday,  Nov.  si-^Vislted  the  Doctor:  found  him  seemingly 
better  of  his  complaints,  but  extremely  low  and  dejected.  I  sat 
by  him  till  he  fell  asleep,  and  soon  after  lefl  him,  as  he  seemed 
tittle  disposed  to  talk;  and,  on  my  going  away,  he  said,  em- 
phatically, '  I  am  very-  poorly  indeed  1 ' 

Tuesday,  Xov,  23. — Called  about  eleven  :  the  Doctor  not  up  : 
Mrs.  Gardiner'  in  the  dining-room:  the  Doctor  soon  came  to 
us,  and  seemed  more  cheerful  than  the  day  before.  He  spoke  of 
his  design  to  invite  a  Mrs.  Hall  *  to  be  with  him,  and  to  ofTer  her 


'  He  l»ad  been  misinformed.  Uftf 
ir.377.  An  anonymouacorrfspondeni 
from  St.  Petersburg  infonns  me  that 
*a  vciy  complete  condcnsacion  of 
Boswell's  yiwtwjff*  was  published  in 
Russian  by  a  disiinsuishcd  critic. 
Dnijtnine,  in  1851  and  i8j3.  It  has 
been  republished  in  his  complete 
works,  1S65,  and  is  inctudcd  in  the 
first  24S  close  -  primed  pages  of 
vol.  \v' 

Th4  Wtaifh  of  Nations  was  trans- 
lUed  into  Russian  nineteen  years 
after  Johnson's  death,  and  at  once 
iBUed  the  question  of  '  the  relative 
advaotaKCS  of  £[cc  and  servile  labour 


Cus/omj  and  Ancient  LavjsofRmsiat 
p.  33a. 

'  Tht  KfitsoftaUt  Centmumeani, 
by  W.  Fleetwood,  D.D.,  late  Lord 
Bishop  of  Ely,  1704,  Fleetwood  was 
bora  in  1656  and  died  in  i-^y  The 
foilowing  p.issagc  in  this  work  is 
opposed  to  the  common  opinion  of 
the  heavy  breakfasts  of  our  fore- 
fathers : — '  I  do  not  suppose  that  any 
one  makes  a  full  meal  in  the  morn- 
ing, that  is  not  going  to  strong 
Labour,  much  less  upon  Sunday' 
l6ih  ed,  1 748,  p.  77- 

'  Ante,  i.  8a 

*  John  Wesley's  sitter.  Li/f,  iv. 
91. 

i  Mrs* 
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Mrs.  Williams's  room.  Called  again  about  three :  found  him 
quite  oppressed  with  company  that  morning,  thercfoce  left  him 
directly. 

Wednesday,  Nov.  14. — Called  about  seven  in  the  evening: 
found  Kim  very  ill  and  very  low  indeed.  He  said  a  thcH^ht 
had  struck  him  that  his  rapid  decline  of  health  and  strength 
might  be  partly  owing  to  the  town  air,  and  sjwkc  of  gcttii^ 
a  lotting  at  Islington,  1  sat  with  him  till  past  nine,  and  then 
took  my  leave. 

Thursday,  Nov.  35. — About  three  in  the  afternoon  was  told 
that  he  desired  that  day  to  see  no  company.  In  the  evening, 
about  eight,  called  with  Mr.  Nicol ',  and,  to  our  great  surprise, 
wc  found  him  then  setting  out  for  Islington,  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Strahan's".  He  could  scarce  speak.  We  went  with  htm  down 
the  court  to  the  coach.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  servant 
Frank  and  Mr.  Lowe  the  painter*.  I  offered  myself  to  go  with 
him  but  he  declined  it. 

Friday,  Nov.  26.— Called  at  his  house  about  eleven  :  heard  be 
was  much  better,  and  had  a  better  night  than  he  had  known 
a  great  while,  and  was  expected  home  that  day.  Called  again 
in  the  afternoon — not  so  well  as  he  was,  nor  expected  home  that 
night. 

Saturday,  Nov.  27, — Called  ag.ilii  about  noon:  heard  he  was 
much  worse:  went  immediately  to  Islington,  where  I  found  him 
extremely  bad,  and  scarce  able  to  speak,  with  the  asthma.  Sir 
John  Hawkins,  the  Rev,  Mr.  Strahan,  and  Mrs.  Strahao,  were 
with  him.  Observintj  that  we  said  little,  he  desired  that  we 
would  not  constrain  ourselves,  though  he  was  not  able  to  talk 
with  us.  Soon  after  he  said  he  had  somethii^  to  sey  to  Sir 
John  Hawkins,  on  which  we  immediately  went  down  into  the 


'  Mr.  Georgre  Nicol,  of  Pall  MaU. 
Hoole.  The  King's  bookseller.  Li/e, 
iv.  2;i  ;  Letltrs,  ii.  438. 

'  Rev.  George  Siralian,  Vicar  of 
Islington.  i^.r,iv.37l,4i6;  Letters^ 
ii.  88. 

John  Nidiols,  writing  of  himself, 
g&ya:— 'la  the  summer  of  1803  tic 


withdrew  from  the  tranuneU  of  bns^ 
ness  to  n  house  in  his  native  nllafK 
[lilinjjton].'  JJt.  Hist.  v\\\.  Preftce, 
p.  5.  Nineteen  years  earlier  ItHof 
ton,  when  Johnson  vUited  k  for 
ch;u)ge  of  air,  was  still  less  a  yui  «f 
London. 
*  Uje,  iii.  334 ;  iv.  302. 

parlour. 
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parlour.  Sir  John  soon  followed  us,  and  said  he  had  been 
speaking  about  his  will '.  Sir  John  started  the  idea  of  pro- 
posing to  him  to  make  it  on  the  spot;  that  Sir  John  should 
dictate  it,  and  that  I  should  write  it.  He  went  up  to  propose  it, 
and  soon  came  down  with  the  Doctor's  acceptance.  The  will 
was  then  begun  ;  biit  before  we  proceeded  far,  it  being  necessary, 
on  account  of  some  alteration,  to  begin  again,  Sir  John  asked 
the  Doctor  whether  he  would  choose  to  make  any  introductory 
declaration  respecting  his  faith.  The  Doctor  said  he  would. 
Sir  John  further  asked  if  he  would  make  any  declaration  of  his 
being  of  the  church  of  England:  to  which  the  Doctor  said 
'Not'  but,  taking  a  pen,  he  wrote  on  a  paper  the  following 
words,  which  he  delivered  to  Sir  John,  desiring  him  to  keep 
it : — '  I  commit  to  the  infinite  mercies  of  Almighty  God  my 
soul,  pollutc-d'  with  many  sins;  but  purified,  I  trust,  with  re- 
pentance and  the  death  of  Jesus  Christ."  Whrlc  he  was  at 
Mr.  Strahan's,  Dr.  Brocklesby  came  in.  and  Dr.  Johnson  put 
the  question  to  him,  whether  he  thought  he  could  live  six 
weeks?  to  which  Dr.  Brocklesby  returned  a  very  doubtful 
answer  \  and  aoon  left  u.s.  After  dinner  the  will  was  finished, 
and  about  six  we  came  to  town  in  Sir  John  Hawkins's  carriage  ; 
Sir  John,  Dr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Ryland  *  (who  came  in  after  dinner), 
and  myself.  The  Doctor  appeared  much  better  in  the  way 
home,  and  talked  pretty  cheerfully  *.  Sir  John  took  leave  of  us 
at  the  end  of  Bolt  Court,  and  Mr.  Ryland  and  myself  went  to 
his  house  with  the  Doctor,  who  began  to  grow  vcr>'  ill  again. 
Mr.  Ryland  soon  left  u.s,  and  I  remained  with  the  Doctor  till 
Mr.  Sastres*  came  in.  We  stayed  with  him  about  an  hour, 
when  we  left  him  on  his  saying  he  had  some  business  to  do. 
Mr.  Sastres  and  myself  went  together  homewards,  discoursing 


'  Ante,  ii.  114. 

*  U/e,  iv.  404,  440.  To  the  in- 
stances given  there  of  the  lue  of 
^Uttied  I  would  udd  the  following 
by  Johnson.— '  y**//»(/<  bis  canvas 
«riifa  dcformicf.'  Ib.\.%yy  *  Urydcn 
seldom  p^UulN  his  pnge  with  an 
advene    name'       Werkt,  vii,  294. 


'  Pofw  p^iiutt^  his  will  with  female 
rcM:ntuicni.'     lb,  viii.  307. 

'  AhU,  ii.  133  ;  Life,  iv.  415. 

*  Lflters,  i,  56. 

'  '  In  tlic  waiy  thitbci  be  appeared 
much  a[  case,  and  told  stories.' 
AhU,  ii.  136. 

"  AnU,  i.  393. 

on 
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on  the  dangerous  state  of  our  friend,  when  it  was  resolved  that 

Mr.  Sastrcs  .should  write  to  Hebcrden  ' ;  but  going  to  his  house 
that  night,  he  fortunately  found  him  at  home,  ajid  he  promised 
to  be  with  Ur.  Johnson  next  morning. 

Sunday,  Nov.  aS.^Wcnt  to  Dr.  Johnson's  about  two  o'clock; 
met  Mr&  Hoole  coming  from  thence,  as  he  was  asleep:  took 
her  back  with  me :  found  Sir  John  Hawkins  with  him.  TTk 
Doctor's  conversation  tolerably  cheerful.  Sir  John  reminded 
him  that  he  had  expressed  a  desire  to  leave  some  small  memo- 
rials to  his  friends,  particularly  a  Polyglot  Bible  to  Mr.  Lang- 
toa*;  and  asked  if  they  should  add  the  codicil  theiu  The 
Doctor  replied, '  he  had  furty  things  to  add,  but  could  not  do 
it  at  that  time.'  Sir  John  then  took  his  leave,  Mr.  Sastrcs 
came  next  into  the  dining-room,  where  I  was  with  Mrs.  Hoole 
Dr.  Johnson  hearing  that  Mrs.  Hoolc  was  in  the  next  room, 
desired  to  see  her.  He  received  her  with  great  a/Tcction,  took 
her  by  the  hand,  and  said  nearly  these  words : — "  I  feel  great 
tenderness  for  you  :  think  of  the  situation  in  which  you  see  mc, 
profit  by  it,  and  God  Almighty  keep  you  for  Jesus  Christ's 
sake,  Amen-'  He  then  asked  if  we  would  both  stay  and  dine 
with  him.  Mrs.  Hoolc  said  she  could  not ;  but  1  agreed  to  stay. 
Upon  my  saying  to  the  Doctor  that  Dr.  Heberdeo  would  be 
with  him  that  morning,  his  answer  was,  '  God  has  called  mc.  and 
Dr.  Hcberden  comes  too  late.*  Soon  after  this  Dr.  Heberdeo 
came.  While  he  was  there,  we  heard  them,  from  the  other 
room,  in  earnest  discourse,  and   found  that  they  were  talking 

over  the  affair^  of  the  K — g  and    C xi*.     Wc  overheard 

Dr.  Heberden  say, '  All  you  did  was  extremely  proper.'     After 


'  iMten,  ii.  9Si  '^ :  ^^i  'v.  saS. 

'  Dr.  Hcberden  (as  every  )]iiysid<uir 
In  make  himself  lalked  of, will  setup 
sgmc  new  hypglhcaisf  pretends  lha.1 
a  damp  house,  and  even  damp  sheets, 
which  have  ever  been  reckoned  fatal, 
are  wholesome ;  lo  prove  his  faiih 
he  wcat  into  his  own  new  house 
totally  unnircit,  nnd  survived  it.' 
Walpolc's  l.ttleri,  vi.  aao.  He  sur- 
vived it  twcRty-six  years  and  died  al 
the  age  oi  ninciy-oiic — the  Senior 


Fellow  of  the  College  of  I'hysiciMi 
A.  C.  nullert  IJft  of  HeherHtn,  1879^ 
p.  17.  For  hie  houae  built  on  the 
site  of  Nell  Gwynnc's,  sec  Utten,'^ 
302,  n.  1. 
'  This  ivas  bequeathed.    Lifix  iv. 

402,  H.  3. 

'  '  I'hii  alludes  to  an  applicatin 
made  for  an  increase  to  his  penstoo. 
to  enable  hJni  to  go  to  lulf-'  \- 
HOOLE.    Uft^  iv.  396. 

'  *Sk\  but  probttbty  an  error  of 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Hcberdcn  was  gone,  Mr.  Sastrea  and  I  returned  into  the 
chamber.  Dr.  Johnson  complained  that  sleep  this  day  had 
pott-erful  dominion  over  hirn,  that  he  M-akcd  with  great  difficulty, 
and  that  probably  he  should  go  off  in  one  of  these  paroxysms. 
Afterwards  he  said  that  he  hoped  his  sleep  was  the  effect  of 
opium  taken  some  days  before,  which  might  not  be  worked  off. 
We  dined  together— the  Doctor,  Mr.  Sastres.  Mrs,  Davies',  and 
myself.  He  ate  a  pretty  good  dinner  with  seeming  appetite, 
but  appearing  rather  impatient ;  and  being  asked  unnecessary 
and  frivolous  questions,  he  said  he  often  thought  of  Macbeth — 
'Question  enrages  him '.'  He  retired  immediately  after  dinner. 
and  we  soon  went,  at  his  desire  (Mr.  Sastres  and  myself),  and  sat 
with  him  till  tea.  He  said  little,  but  dozed  at  times.  At  six  he 
ordered  tea  for  us,  and  we  went  out  to  drink  it  with  Mrs.  Davies  ; 
but  the  Doctor  drank  none.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Taylor,  of  Ash- 
bourne, came  soon  after;  and  Dr.  Johnson  desired  our  attend- 
ance at  prayers,  which  were  read  by  Dr.  Taylor'.  Mr.  Ryland 
came  and  sat  some  time  with  him  :  he  thought  him  much  better. 
Mr.  Sastres  and  I  continued  with  him  the  remainder  of  the 
evening,  when  he  exhorted  Mr.  Sastres  in  nearly  these  words : 
'There  is  00  one  who  has  shown  me  more  attention  than  you 
have  done,  and  it  is  now  right  you  should  claim  some  attention 
from  me-  You  are  a  young  man,  and  are  to  struggle  through 
life:  you  arc  in  a  profession  that  I  dare  say  you  will  exercise 
with  great  fidelity  and  innocence ;  but  let  me  exhort  you  always 
to  think  of  my  situation,  which  must  one  day  be  yours:  always 
remember  that  life  is  short,  and  that  eternity  never  ends  !  I  say 
nothing  of  your  religion ;  for  if  you  conscientiously  keep  to  it, 
I  have  little  dnubt  but  you  may  be  saved:  if  you  read  the  con- 
troversy, I  think  we  have  the  right  on  our  side  :  but  if  you  do 


the   press  for  C r,  nteaiiing  the 

Kine  and  Lord  Chinccilor.'  Crokcr ; 
Li/f,  iv.  336.  348. 

•  Mont  probably  '  Mrs.  Davis  that 
wu  about  Mrs.  Williams.'  l^tUrs, 
W.  33a.  Perhaps  however  the  wife 
of  Tom  Davies  the  bookseller.  Lift, 

i-4«4- 
'  MacMh,  Act  iti.  se.  4.  I.  nS. 


For  his  di&like   of  questioning,  see 
Life,  ii.  4?'3;  iii.  J68, 

'  This  shows  that  Johnscm's  quarrel 
with  Dr.  Taylor  was  made  up. 
Antty  i.  96  « ;  Litttrs,  ii.  436,  «.  3. 
He  did  not  however  bequeath  any 
mcinonal  lo  him  as  he  did  to  most 
of  chose  whom  he  saw  in  his  last 
days. 

not 
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not  read  it,  be  not  persuaded,  from  any  worldly  consideration,  to 
alter  the  religion  in  which  you  were  educated  :  change  not.  but 
from  conv-iction  of  reason '.'  He  then  most  strongly  enforced 
the  motives  of  virtue  and  piety  from  the  consideration  of  a  future 
state  of  reward  and  punishment,  and  concluded  with  '  Remember 
all  this,  and  God  bless  you !  Write  down  what  1  have  said— 
I  think  you  arc  the  third  person  I  have  bid  do  this  V  At  ten 
o'clock  he  dismissed  us,  thanking  us  for  a  visit  which  he  SAJd 
conid  not  have  been  very  pleasant  to  us. 

Monday,  Nov.  39, — Called  with  my  son'  about  eleven:  saw 
the  Doctor,  who  said,  'You  must  not  row  stay;'  bwt.  as  wc 
were  going  away,  he  said,  'I  will  get  Mr.  Hoole  to  come 
next  Wednesday  and  read  the  Litany  to  me,  and  do  >'ou  and 
Mrs.  Hoole  come  with  him.'  He  appeared  vcr>*  ili,  Returning 
from  the  city  I  called  agnin  to  inquire,  and  hoard  that  Dr.  Butter' 
was  with  him.  in  the  evening,  about  eight,  called  again  and  jmt 
saw  him :  but  did  not  stiy,  as  Mr.  Langton  was  with  him  on 
business.     I  met  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  going  away  *. 

Tuesday,  Nov.  30. — Called  twice  this  morning,  but  did  not 
see  him :  he  was  much  the  same.  In  the  evening,  brtwecn  six 
and  seven,  went  to  his  house  ;  found  there  Mr.  Langton,  Mr. 
Sastres,  and  Mr.  Ryland :  the  Doctor  being  asleep  In  At 
chamber,  wc  went  all  to  tea  and  coffee;  when  the  Doctor  came 
in  to  us  rather  cheerful,  and  entering  said, '  Dear  gentlemen,  bow 
do  you  do?'  He  drank  coffee,  and,  in  the  course  of  the  con- 
versation, said  that  he  recollected  a  poem  of  his,  made  some 
years  ago  on  a  young  gentleman  coming  of  age.  He  repeated 
the  whole  with  great  spirit :  it  consisted  of  about  fifteen  or 
sixteen  stanzas  of  four  lines,  in  alternate  rhyme.  He  said  he 
had  only  repeated  it  once  since  he  composed  it,  and  that  \a 
never  gave  but  one  copy  ^  He  said  several  excellent  things  tlul 
evening,  and  among  the  rest,  that  'scruples  made  niany  men 


■  For  conversions  'from  Protes- 
tantism to  Popery,'  see  Ufi,  ii. 
105. 

'  'Th«  other  two  were  Dr.  Urockles- 
by  and  myself.'  J.  HoOLtk  Lift, 
iv.  414. 


Ui*. 


'  The  Rev.  Samuel  Hoole. 

iv.  409. 

*  lb.  iii.  154.  >  lb.  iv.  4I> 

'  It  vas  to  Mrs.  Thrsk  that  he 

gave  tbe  copy.  Ante,  \.  381  :  iMUnt 

ii.  190;  iJ/r,  iv.  411. 

miserable 
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miserable,  but  few  men  good '.'  He  spoke  of  the  afTectation 
that  men  had  to  accuse  themselves  of  petty  faults  or  weaknesses, 
\t\  order  to  exalt  themselves  into  rotke  for  any  extraordinary 
talents  which  they  might  possess ;  and  instanced  Waller,  which 
he  said  he  would  record  if  he  lived  to  revise  his  life.  Waller 
was  accustomed  to  say  that  his  memory  was  so  bad  he  would 
sometimes  forget  to  repeat  his  grace  at  table,  or  the  Lord's 
Prayer',  perhaps  that  people  might  wonder  at  what  he  did  else 
of  great  moment ;  for  the  Doctor  obsen.'ed,  that  no  man  takes 
upon  himself  small  blemishes  without  supposing  that  great 
abilities  arc  attributed  to  him  ;  and  that,  in  short,  this  affectation 
of  candour  or  modesty  was  but  another  kind  of  indirect  self- 
praise,  and  had  its  foundation  in  vanity '.  Frank  bringing  him 
a  note,  as  he  opened  it  he  said  an  odd  thought  struck  him,  that 
'one  should  receive  no  letters  in  the  grave*.'  His  talk  was  in 
general  %cry  serious  and  devout,  though  occasionally  cheerful : 
he  said,  '  You  are  all  serious  men^  and  I  will  tell  you  something. 
About  two  years  since  I  feared  that  I  had  neglected  God.  and 
that  then  I  had  not  a  mind  to  give  him :  on  which  I  set  about 
'  to  read  Thomas  a  Kempis  ^  in  Low  Dutch,  which  I  accomplished, 


[  '  AnU,  i.  38. 
^^^'  'Tout  Ic  mondc  sc  plaint  dc  sa 
^^Bfawire,  d  pcnonnc  nc  sc  plaint  dc 
^Bb  jugcnwnt'  La.  Kocbefoucauld, 
Sf'irimtt,  No.  89. 

'  'Ail  censure  of  a  man's  self  is 
oblique  piaise.  It  is  in  order  lo 
show  bow  much  he  can  spar«.  It 
bas  all  tbc  invidiousnesS  of  sclf- 
prabc,  and  all  the  reproach  of  false- 
hood.'    JJ/e,  lit.  323. 

*  Nous  n'Avouonsde  petiis  dtfauts 
que  pour  persuader  que  nnus  n'en 
■vans  pM  dc  grands.'  La  Roche- 
foucauld, Maximri,  N  o.  334. 

■*  "This  note  was  frfjm  Mr.  Davics 
the  boolcMUer,  and  mentioned  a 
present  of  some  pork;  upon  which 
ihe  Doctor  said,  in  a  manner  thai 
•eemed  as  if  he  thought  it  ill-timed, 
"Too  much  of  this,"  or  some  such 
ocpietsioa.'  J.Hoole.  /^/,  iv.  413. 


'  'He  was,' says  Hawkins  {p.  544), 
'  for  some  time  pleased  wi  ih  Kcmpis's 
tract  Dt  Smitiilione  Ckriili.  but  at 
lenjifth  laid  il  aside,  saying,  that  the 
uiaiii  design  of  it  wns  to  promote 
monastic  piciy,  and  inculcate  cede- 
siAslical  iibiidience.' 

Milimaio  in  his  lihl^ry  0/  Latin 
Ckrisiiofiity,  vi.  559,  apeaka  of  '  the 
sublime  selfl&hness  of  ihc  Imilalten 
of  L/irim:  S«  also  »*.  p.  484. 
Thackeray  »Totc  of  it  on  ChriECmas 
Day.  [849 :— 'The  scheme  of  that 
book  carried  out  would  make  the 
world  the  moKl  WTetched,  useless, 
dreary,  doting  place  of  sojourn — 
iht^TC  would  be  no  manhood,  no  love, 
no  tender  ties  of  mathcr  and  child. 
no  use  of  intellect,  no  trade  or 
science,  a  set  of  selfish  beings  crawl, 
ini;  about  avoiding  one  another 
and  howling  a  perpetual  miitrere.' 

and 
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and  thence  I  judged  that  my  mind  was  not  impaired,  Low  Dutch 
having  no  affinity  with  any  of  the  languages  which  E  knew '. 
With  respect  to  his  recovery,  he  seemed  to  think  it  hopeless. 
There  was  to  be  a  consultation  of  physicians  next  day :  be 
wished  to  have  his  legs  scarified  to  let  out  the  water ;  but  this 
his  medical  friends  opposed,  and  he  submitted  to  their  opinion, 
though  he  said  he  was  not  satisfied  *.  At  tialf-past  c^bt 
he  dismissed  us  all  but  Mr.  Langcon.  I  first  asked  him  if 
my  son  should  attend  him  next  day,  to  read  the  Litany, 
as  he  bad  desired  -,  but  he  declined  it  on  account  of  the 
expected  consultation.  \Vu  went  away,  leaving  Mr.  Langton  and 
Mr.  De  Moulins*.  a  young  man  who  was  employed  in  copyii^ 
his  Latin  epigrams*. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  J. — At  his  house  in  the  evening:  drank  tea 
and  eofTec  with  Mr.  Sastres,  Mr.  Dc  Moulins,  and  Mr.  Hall': 
went  into  the  Doctor's  chamber  after  tea,  when  be  gave  me 
an  epitaph  to  copy,  written  by  him  for  his  father,  mother,  and 
brother*.     He  continued  much  the  same. 

Thursday,  Dec.  i. — Called  in  the  morning,  and  left  the  C[Htaph : 
with  him  in  the  evening  about  seven  ;  found  Mr.  Langton  and 
Mr.  De  Moulins ;  did  not  see  the  Doctor  ;  he  was  in  his  chamber, 
and  afterwards  engaged  with  Dr.  Scott'. 

Friday,  Dec.  3. — Called ;  but  he  wished  not  to  sec  anybody. 


IxUers  of  W.M. Thackeray.  London, 
1887,  p,  96. 

'  It  is  strsnge  that  he  should  nnt 
sec  its  close  affinity  with  English. 
'  Mr.  Burlce  jiuUy  obMrrvcd  that  this 
was  not  the  most  vigorous  trial,  Low 
Dutch  being  a  language  bo  near  lo 
our  own."  Life,  iv.  21.  'Johhson. 
"English  and  High  Dutcli  have  no 
sitnilarityio  the  e>-e, though  radically 
the  same.  Once,  when  looking  into 
Low  Dutch,  I  found  in  a  whole  page 
only  one  word  simiUr  to  binglish  ; 
itroem  like  stream,  and  it  sigTiified 
iidt" '  lb.  iii.  235.  Sec  also  tb.  ii. 
363,  and  ante.  i.  68, 

*  He  had  reproached  Heherden 
witli  b«ing  limiiiorum  limiMsrimin, 


when  lie  h.td  expressed  fean  aboat 
the  scarificatton.  Post  in  Windham's 
thaty,  Ilehcrden,  forty-tiro  yean 
earlier,  had  attended  Bcntlcy  at  bii 
death,  and  had  refused  to  bl«xl  him. 
though  the  a^ed  patient  pressed  biin. 
Monk's  iitutley,  ii.  413. 

'  Four  years  cArticr  he  wrote  to 
Mrs.  ThraJe: — 'Young  Deamoulini 
is  taken  in  an  under  tctiutking  of 
Dniry-laoc*    Letl<rt,  ii.  7J. 

'  Ante,  i.  44S> 

>  Perhaps  a  mistalce  for  Mrs.  HalL 
Wesley's  sister. 

'•  He  sent  it  to  LicbGdd  the  Bed 
day.     Life,  iv.  393. 

'  Afterwards  Lord  Stowcll,  ooc  c( 
his  execucors.    A  iv.  403,  m.  3. 

Consultatioos 
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Consultations  of  phj-sicians  to  be  held  that  day :  called  again  in 
the  evening;  found  Mr.  Langton  with  him;  Mr-  Sastres  and 
I  went  tcgether  into  his  chamber  ;  he  was  extremely  low.  '  I  am 
very  bad  indeed,  dear  gentlemen,'  he  said  ;  '  very  bad,  very  low, 
very  cold,  and  I  think  1  find  my  life  to  fail.'  In  about  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  he  dismissed  Mr,  Sastres  and  me;  but  called  me 
back  again,  and  said  that  next  Sunday,  if  he  lived,  he  designed 
to  take  the  sacrament,  and  wished  me,  my  wife,  and  son  to  be 
there.     We  left  Mr.  Langton  with  him, 

Saturday,  Dec.  4. — Called  on  him  about  three:  he  was  mudi 
the  same ;  did  not  see  him.  he  had  much  company  that  day. 
Called  in  the  evening  with  Mr.  .Sastres  about  eight  ;  found  he 
was  not  disposed  for  company ;  Mr.  Langton  with  him  ;  did  not 
sac  him. 

Sunday.  Dec.  5. — Went  to  Bolt  Court  with  Mrs.  Hoolc  after 
eleven ;  found  there  .Sir  John  ITawkins,  Rev.  Mr.  Strahan, 
Mrs.  Gardiner,  and  Mr.  Do  Moulins,  in  the  dining-room.  After 
some  time  the  Doctor  came  to  us  from  the  chamber,  and  .saluted 
us  all,  thanking  us  all  for  this  vi.'iit  to  him.  He  said  he  found 
himself  very  bad.  but  hoped  he  should  go  well  through  the  duty 
which  he  was  about  to  do.  The  sacrament  was  then  administered 
to  all  present,  Frank  being  of  the  number'.  The  Doctor  re- 
peatedly desired  Mr.  Str-ihan  to  speak  louder;  seeming  very 
anxious  not  to  lose  any  part  of  the  service,  in  which  he  joined  in 
very  great  fervour  of  devotion.  The  service  over,  he  again 
thanked  us  all  for  attending  him  on  the  occasion ;  he  said  he 
had  taken  some  opium  to  enable  him  to  support  the  fatigue :  he 
seemed  quite  spent,  and  lay  in  his  chair  some  time  in  a  kind  of 
doze  :  he  then  got  up  and  retired  into  his  chamber-  Mr.  Ryiand 
then  called  on  him,  I  was  with  them  :  he  said  to  Mr.  Rytand, 
'  I  have  taken  my  viaticum :  I  hope  I  shall  arrive  safe  at  the 
end  of  my  journey,  and  be  accepted  at  last.'     He  spoke  very 


'  For  the  prayer  which  Johnson 
comptncd  sec  ante,  i,  \z\. 

HaMlcins,  who  said  that  Frank's 
'  fiwt  tnaiter  had  in  gfeal  Mum.inily 
m&de  him  a  ChhsiUn,'  and  whose 
last  words  in  hia  Li/t  ofjchnien  are 


a  protest  against  'ostentatious  bounty 
and  javour  to  negroes*  must,  brutal 
fellow  lha.t  he  w&s,  with  great  in- 
dignation have  seen  the  black  ser- 
vant admitted.  See  also  anU,  ii. 
134  «.;  Uft,\\.i,i,\. 

despondingly 
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despondingly  several  times :  Mr.  Ryland  comforted  him,  obsennn? 
thai '  wc  had  great  hojxra  given  us.'  '  Yes,'  he  replied,  '  wc  have 
hopes  given  us ;  but  they  arc  conditional,  and  I  know  not  hour 
far  I  have  fuifillcd  those  conditions'.'  He  afterwards  said 
'  However,  1  think  that  I  have  now  corrected  all  bad  and  vicious 
habits.*  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  called  on  him :  we  left  them  to- 
gether. Sir  Joshua  being  gone,  he  called  Mr.  Ryland  and  me 
again  to  him  :  he  continued  talking  very  seriously,  and  repeated 
a  prayer  or  collect  with  great  fervour,  when  Mr.  Ryland  took 
his  leave.  My  .son  came  to  us  from  his  church:  we  were  at 
dinner — Dr.  Johnson,  Mrs.  Gardiner,  myself,  Mrs.  Hoole,  my  soni 
and  Mr.  De  MouHns.  He  ale  a  tolerable  dinner,  but  retired  directly 
after  dinner.  He  had  looked  out  a  sennon  of  Dr.  Clarke's*, 
'  On  the  Shortness  of  Life.*  for  mc  to  read  to  him  after  dinner, 
but  he  was  too  ill  to  hear  it.  After  six  o'clock  he  called  us 
all  into  his  room,  when  he  dismissed  us  for  that  night  with 
a  prayer,  delivered  as  he  sat  in  his  great  chair  in  the  most 
fervent  and  affecting  manner,  his  mind  appearing  wholly  cm- 
ployed  with  the  thoughts  of  another  life.  He  told  Mr.  Kyland 
that  he  wished  not  to  come  to  God  with  opium  ',  but  that  he 
hoped  he  had  been  properly  attentive.  He  said  before  us  all, 
that  when  he  recovered  the  last  spring,  he  had  only  called  it 
a  reprieve,  but  that  he  did  think  it  was  for  a  longer  time ;  how- 
ever he  hoped  the  time  that  had  been  prolonged  to  him  might 
be  the  means  of  bringing  forth  fruit  meet  for  repentance. 

Monday,  Dec.  fi. — Sent  in  the  morning  to  make  inquiry  after 
htm ;  he  was  much  the  same ;  called  in  the  evening ;  found 
Mr.  Cruikshanks ■•  the  surgeon  with  him;  he  said  he  had  beea 
that  day  quarrelling  with  all  his  physicians;  he  appeared  it 
tolerable  spirits. 

Tuesd.'iy,  Dec.  7. — Called  at  dinner  time;  saw  him  eat  a  very 
good  dijiner :  he  seemed  rather  better,  and  in  spirits. 


'  Lift,  iv.  399 ;  Letttn,  ii.  38a 
'Quid  sum  miser  tunc  dicturus, 
Qucm  pntronum  rogaturus, 
Quum  vix  Justus  sit  securus  f ' 
Dirs  friu. 
'  Johnson  'liad  mude  it  a  rule  not 
to  iidmit  Dr.  Clarke's  name  in  his 


Dictionax}-,'  but  on  liis  dnlb-bed 
'  he  pressed  Dr.  Brocldesby  to  read 
his  scmiODS.'    Li/e,   iv.  416;  m". 

i.  38. 

'  jiiUe,  ii.  138. 

•  W.  C.  Cruikshonk.      ti/t,  n- 
239. 

Wednesday 
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Wednesday,  Dec  8. — Went  with  Mrs.  Hoole  and  my  son,  by 
appointment ;  found  him  very  poorly  and  low,  after  a  very  bad 
night.  Mr.  Nichols  the  printer  was  there'.  My  son  read  the 
Litany,  the  Doctor  several  times  urging  htm  to  speak  louder  *, 
After  prayers  Mr.  Langton  came  in  :  much  serious  discourse  :  he 
warned  us  all  to  profit  by  his  situation;  and.  applying  to  mc, 
who  stood  next  him,  exhorted  me  to  lead  a  better  life  than  he 
had  done.  'A  better  life  than  you,  my  dear  Sir!'  I  repeated. 
He  replied  w-armly, '  Don't  compliment  now'.'  He  told  Mr.  Lang- 
ton  that  he  had  the  night  before  enforced  on  • '  a  powerful 

argument  to  a  powerful  objection  against  Christianity. 

He  had  often  thought  it  might  seem  strange  that  the  Jews, 
who  refused  belief  to  the  doctrine  supported  by  the  miracles  of 
our  Saviour,  should  after  his  death  raise  a  numerous  church ;  but 
he  said  that  they  e.\pcctcd  fully  a  temporal  prince,  and  with  ibis 
idea  the  multitude  was  actuated  when  they  strewed  his  way  with 
palm-branches  on  his  entry  into  Jerusalem ;  but  Bnding  their 
expectations  afterwards  disappointed,  rejected  him,  till  in  process 
of  time,  comparing  all  the  circumstances  and  prophecies  of  the 
Old  Testament,  confirmed  in  the  New,  many  were  converted ; 
that  the  Apostles  themselves  once  bcUcved  him  to  be  a  temporal 


'  U/f,  i».  407  ;  for  Nichols's  par- 
ticulari  of  hit  convercrttion.  In  ihc 
Preface  to  the  GfntltmoH  t  Afa^a- 
sint,  17*4.  arc  given  some  verses  by 
Nicbols,  where  Johnson  is  nicn- 
tioDed,  with  this  foolnnt«  nn  his 
nunc :  '  To  whom  the  writer  of  these 
lines  had  the  pleasure  of  shewing 
them  in  the  last  intcmcw  with  which 
b«  wu  honoured  by  this  iilustrious 
pBttcm  of  true  piety.  "  Take  caic  of 
)rour  eleriut  sjitvation,"  and  "lRc- 
tDcmbei  to  observe  th«  Sahbath  ;  let 
it  never  be  a  day  of  business,  nor 
wlioUy  a  day  of  dissipaiion,"  were 
parts  of  his  lasi  solemn  farewell. 
"  Let  my  words  have  their  due 
weigbt,"  he  added ;  "  they  are  those 
of  a  dying  man."' 

*  He  nrnrc  than  once  interrupted 


yHt.  Hoole  with,  "  Louder,  my  dear 


Sir,  louder,  1  enirvat  you,  or  you 
pniy  in  vain."'  Mr.  Croker  records 
the  loHowing  communication  from 
Mr.  Hoole:— 'When  1  called  upon 
him. the  morning  after  he  liad  preiued 
me  rather  roughly  to  read  hudcr.  he 
said,  "1  was  peevish  yesterday;  you 
muit  forgive  me :  when  you  are  as 
old  aad  as  sidi  as  1  am,  perhaps  you 
may  be  peevish  too."  I  have  heard 
him  make  many  apologies  of  this 
kind.'    iJ/f,  iv.  40"). 

'  '  Atas  I  when  I  receive  these  un- 
due compliments,  I  am  ready  to 
nnswcr  with  my  old  friend  Johnson — 
"Sir,  I  am  a  miserable  sinner."' 
Hannah  More'fl  Mtmifirs,  \\.  437. 

*  ijcc  post  in  Mr.  Windham's 
Diary,  where  such  an  argument  was 
enforced  oa  Dec.  7. 

prince 
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prince.  He  said  that  he  had  always  been  struck  with  the  reseni- 
bloAcc  of  the  Jewish  passover  and  the  Christian  doctrine  of 
redemption  '.  He  thanked  us  all  for  our  attendance,  and  we  left 
him  with  Mr.  Langton. 

Thursday,  Dec.  9.— Called  in  the  evening;  did  not  see  him,  as 
he  was  engaged. 

Friday,  Dec.  10. — Called  about  eleven  in  the  morning;  saw 
Mr.  La  Trobe  Uicrc  • :  neither  of  us  saw  the  Doctor,  as  we  under- 
stood he  wished  not  to  be  visited  that  day.  In  the  evening 
]  sent  him  a  letter,  recommending  Dr.  Dalloway  (an  irregular 
physician  *}  as  an  extraordinary  person  for  curing  the  dropsy. 
He  returned  me  a  verbal  answer  that  he  was  obliged  to  me, 
but  that  it  was  too  late.  My  son  read  prayers  with  him  this 
day. 

Saturday,  Dec.  11. — Went  to  Bolt  Court  about  twelve;  met 
there  Dr.  Barney,  Dr.  Taylor,  Sir  John  Hawkins,  Mr.  Sastres, 
Mr.  Paradise',  Count  Zenobia,  and  Mr.  Langton.  Mrs.  Moole 
called  for  me  there  :  we  both  went  to  him  ;  he  received  us  verj* 
kindly ;  told  me  he  had  my  letter,  but  '  it  was  loo  late  for 
doctors,  regtdar  or  irregular'  His  physicians  had  been  with 
him  that  day,  but  prescribed  nothing.  Mr.  Cruikshanks  came; 
the  Doctor  was  i;ather  cheerful  with  him;  he  said, '  Come,  give 
me  your  hand,*  and  shook  him  by  the  hand,  adding,  'You  shall 
make  no  other  use  of  it  now ; '  meaning  he  should  not  examine 
his  legs-  Mr.  Cruikshanks  wished  to  do  it,  but  the  Doctor  would 
not  let  him.     Mr.  Cruikshanks  s.^id  he  would  call  in  the  evening. 

Sunday,  Dec.  la. — Was  not  at  Bolt  Court  in  the  forenoon  ;  at 
St.  Sepulchre's  school  *  in  the  evening  with  Mrs.  HoolC,  where  nt 
saw  Mrs.  Gardiner  and  Lady  Rothes*;  heard  that  Dr.  Johnstn 
was  very  bad,  and  had  been  something  delirious.  Went  to  Bok 
Court  about  nine,  and  found  there  Mr.  Windham  and  the  Rc»'. 
Mr.  Strahan.     The  Doctor  was  then  very  bad  in   bed,  whkb 


*  See  post  in  Mr.  Windham's 
Diary. 

'  A  Moravian.    Lift,  iv.  4I0. 

*  Johnson  was  not  tlie  man  lo 
Admit  '3.11  irregular  physician '—in 
Other  woids,  a  quack.  With  George 
IIJ  he  wguld  have  »id,  '1   shall 


die  tif  the  College.'    Ih.  ii.  354,  a.  l. 

'  Antt,  i.  105,  (f. 

*  The  Udies"  Charity  Scbwl,  » 
whid)  Jnhnson  was  a  subscritKr. 
Lrlleri,  i.  1(6. 

'  Bennet  Langlon's  wife.  £0-|  JL 
146. 

Ithiak 
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]  think  he  had  only  taken  to  that  day:  he  had  now  refused 
to  take  any  more  medicine  or  food.  Mr.  Crtiilcshanks  came 
about  eleven :  he  endcivoured  to  persuade  him  to  take  some 
nourishment,  but  in  vain.  Mr.  Windham  then  went  again  to 
him,  and,  by  the  advice  of  Mr.  Cruikshanks,  put  it  upon  this 
footing — that  by  persisting  to  refuse  all  sustenance  he  might 
probably  defeat  his  own  purpose  io  preserve  his  mind  clear,  as 
his  weakncs<i  might  bring  on  paralytic  complaints  that  might 
affect  his  mental  powers'.  The  Doctor.  Mr.  Windham  said, 
heard  him  patiently;  but  when  he  had  heard  all,  he  desired  to 
be  troubled  no  more.  He  then  took  a  most  affectionate  leave  of 
Mr.  Windham',  who  reponed  to  us  the  issue  of  the  conversation, 
for  only  Mr.  Dc  Moulins  was  with  them  in  the  chamber,  I  did 
not  sec  the  Doctor  thst  day.  being  fearful  of  disturbing  him, 
and  never  con%'crsed  with  him  again.  I  came  away  about  half- 
past  eleven  with  Mr.  Windham. 

Monday,  Dec.  13. — Went  to  Bolt  Court  at  eleven  o'clock  in 
the  morning ;  met  a  young  iady  coming  down  stairs  from  the 
Doctor,  whom,  upon  inquir)'-  I  found  to  be  Miss  Morris  (a  sister 
to  Miss  Moiris,  formerly  on  the  stage^).  Mrs.  De  Moulins  told 
me  that  she  had  seen  the  Doctor ;  that  by  her  desire  he  had  been 
told  she  came  to  ask  his  blessing,  and  that  he. said,  *  God  bless 
you  1 '  I  then  went  up  into  his  chamber,  and  found  him  lying 
very  composed  in  a  kind  of  doze :  he  spoke  to  nobody.  Sir  John 
Hawkins,  Mr.  L.ington,  Mrs.  Gardiner,  Rev,  Mr.  Strahan  .-ind 
Mrs.  .Strahan,  Doctors  Brocklesby  and  Butter,  Mr.  Steevens,  and 
Mr.  Nichols  the  printer,  came  ;  but  no  one  chose  to  disturb  him 
by  speaking  to  him,  and  he  seemed  to  take  no  notice  of  any 
person.  While  Mrs.  Gardiner  and  I  were  there,  before  the  rest 
came,  he  took  a  little  warm  milk  in  a  cup,  when  he  said  some- 
thing upon  its  not  being  properly  given  into  his  liand :  he  breathed 
very  rcgula»,  though  short,  and  appeared  to  be  mostly  in  a  calm 
sleep  or  dozing,  I  left  him  in  this  state,  and  never  more  saw 
faim  alive.     In  the  evening  I  supped  with  Mrs.  Hoole  and  my 


*  U/e,  \v.  415  ;  oH/t,  ii.  iiS. 
'  U/t,  iv,  415.1.  1- 
'  *  Sbe  appeared  in  J  uliet  ai  Covent 
GvdcD,  Nov.  26,   I76S,  and   died 


May  I,  1769.'  HoOLE.  Her  likeness 
as  Hepe  nursing  Love  was  painted 
by  K<^-nolds.  Northcote's  Rtynoldt, 
i.  1S5. 


son 
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son  at  Mr.  Braithwaite's ',  and  at  night  my  servant  brought  me 
word  that  my  dearest  friend  died  that  evening  about  seven 
o'clock :  and  next  momii^  I  went  to  the  house,  where  I  met 
Mr.  Seward  * ;  we  went  tc^ether  into  the  chamber,  and  there 
saw  the  most  awful  sight  of  Dr.  Johnson  laid  out  in  his  bed, 
without  life  I 

*  '  That  amiable  and  irieadly  man,      of  the  wits  of  the  age.'    Ufty  iv. 
who,  with  modest  and  unassuming      278. 
manners,  has  associated  with  many  *  Ufe,  iii.  133. 


ANECDOTES  OF  JOHNSON 

PUBUSHED  BY  G.  KEARSLEY^ 


Mr.  Johnson  was  not  unacquainted  with  Savage's  frailties ; 
but,  as  be  has  not  lony  since  said  to  a  friend  on  this  subject, '  he 
knew  his  heart,  and  that  was  never  intentionally  abandoned ;  for 
though  he  generally  mistook  the  love  for  \Vc practice  of  virtue,  he 
was  at  all  times  a  true  and  sincere  believer'.' 

Savage  living  very  intimately  with  most  of  the  wits  of  what 
is  called  our  Augustan  age,  gave  Mr.  Johnson  many  anecdotes, 
with  which  he  has  since  enriched  his  Biographical  Prefaces  \ 
The  following,  however,  I  belio'e,  has  never  appeared  in  print 
before. 

Sir  Richard  Steele*,  Phillips',  and  Savage,  spending  the  night 
together,  at  a  tavern,  in  Gerard-street  ^  Soho,  they  sallied  out  in 
the  morning — all  very  much  intoxicated  with  liquor — when  they 
were  accosted  by  a  tradesman,  going  to  his  work,  at  the  top  of 


'  This  Life  is  said  to  be  by  William 
Cooke,  known  as  '  Conversation 
Cooke.*  Nichols,  Ut.  Hist.  vii.  467. 
Me  deHwd  hit  name  Uctn  his  poem 
Oh  Canverjotion.  Jb.  He  was  & 
member  of  Ibc  Essex  Head  Club. 
U/e,  \w.  437. 

*  Johnson  in  his  Lifit  of  Savage 
saiys  that '  in  cases  indilTcrenl  [where 
friends  w  enemies  weie  thh  con- 
cerned] be  was  ualous  for  virtue, 
truth  and  justice;  he  knew  vcr^ 
well  Ihc  necessity  of  goodness  to 
ihc    prcscat  and,  future   happiness 

VOL.  11.  M 


of  majikind.'     Werkst  viii,  1901. 

For  principles  and  piactice  see 
Lift,  i.  418 ;  ii.  341  ;  v.  aio,  359. 

'  No  man's  religion  ever  snivivea 
his  morals.'  South's  Sermens,  ed. 
1823,  i.  agi. 

•  The  Liva  cf  lh£  Poets.   U/e,\v. 

*  For  anecdotes  of  Steele  and  the 
bailifTs  sec  iforti,  viii.  104. 

'  No  doubt  Ambrose  Philips,  who 
knew  Steele     Works,  viii.  jSit. 

'  At    the   Turk's    Head    in   this 

street  the  Literary  Club  met  at  first. 

Hedge-lane 
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Hedge-lane ' ;  who,  after  begging  their  pardon  for  the  liberty  of 
addrcssii^  them  on  the  subject,  told  them — 'that,  at  the  bottom 
of  the  lane,  he  saw  two  or  three  suspicious-looking  fellows,  who 
appeared  to  be  bailiffs. — so  that,  if  any  of  Ihcm  were  apprchensi^'e 
of  danger,  he  had  belter  take  a  different  route,' — Not  one  of 
them  waited  to  thank  the  man,  but  flew  off,  different  ways,  each 
conscious,  from  the  embarrassments  of  his  own  affairs,  that  such 
a  circumstance  was  very  likely  to  happen  to  hirasclf.     (Page  37.) 

Johnson,  soon  after  the  publication  of  his  Ei^Iish  Dictionaiy, 
made  a  proposal  to  a  number  of  Booksellers  con^-cncd  for  that 
purpose,  of  writing  a  Dictiotiary  of  Trade  a'td  Commerce  '.  This 
propasal  went  round  the  room  without  any  answer,  when  a  well- 
known  son  of  the  trade  ^  since  dead,  remarkable  for  the  abrupt- 
ness of  his  manners,  replied, '  Why,  Doctor,  what  the  D — I  do 
you  know  of  trade  and  commerce '  ? '  The  Doctor  vcr>'  modestly 
answered,  '  Why,  Sir,  not  much  I  confess  in  the  practical  line — 
but  I  believe  I  could  glean,  from  different  authors  of  authori^ 
on  the  subject,  such  materials  as  would  answer  the  purpose  very 
well  \'    (Page  34.) 

When  Cave  got  into  affluence,  it  was  usual  with  him,  upon  the 


*  Hedge  Lane  was  near  Charin}; 
Cross.  Dodsley's  London,  iii.  178. 
For  Johnson');  visit  10  a.  poor  nuiD 
there  sec  Life,  \\\.  334. 

'  Juhnsoa  conlii billed  the  preface 
to  Roll's  Duttpnary  a/  Tradt  nnd 
Cemmeret.  U/t,  i.  358.  See  also 
tmft,  i.  413. 

'  'As  Phjmicions  xrc  called  the 
FtuuUy  and  Counsellors  at  Law  the 
Prfifftsion,  the  Booksellers  of  London 
arc  denominiitcdM^  Tntrtlr.  Johnsura 
disapproved  o(  these  denominations-' 
Lift,  iii.  285. 

*  Johnson didnotreceiveadiKtor's 
degree  III!  many  years  later ;  neiihc^r 
is  it  likely  that  he  would  have  left 
the  form  of  ihe  question  unrcbuked. 

'  When  BoBwdl  told  Jolmsoa  of 
Sir  John  Pringlc's  obacrv&iiuD  '  that 


Dr.  Smith,  who  had  never  been  in 
trade,  could  not  expect  to  «-rtae  well 
on  th.-»i  Biibj«:t  any  ntore  than  a 
lawyer  upun  physidk,'  he  nplied  :— 
'  He  is  mistaken.  Sir :  a  man  who 
has  never  been  engaged  tn  trade 
himNeir  may  undoubtedly  write  wcH 
upon  trade,  and  there  is  nothing 
which  requires  more  to  be  illmiralcd 
by  philosophy  than  trade  doeb* 
Li/e,  ii.  43a 

Of  those  'id  the  practical  Etc' 
Smith  had  a  bwoplnioa.  '  Pcaple 
of  Che  same  trade,'  he  writes, '  scMoo 
meet  together,  e\-en  for  mcrriiMat 
and  diversion,  but  the  convcrsaoso 
ends  in  b  conspliacy  against  tkc 
public,  or  in  some  contrit-aoce  U> 
raise  prices."  W€aJtk  „/  /t'afiimt, 
cd.  1811,  i.  177.    Sec  also  ii.  i.  SS^ 

receipt 


Published  by  G.  Kearsley. 


163 


receipt  of  any  lar^  sum  of  money,  to  make  his  wife  the  cash- 
keeper.  The  frequency  of  this,  and  the  dependence  which  he 
had  on  her  management  of  it,  tempted  her  to  practice  '  the 
little  pilfering  temper  of  a  wife ; '  she  therefore  from  time  to 
time  accumulated  a  considerable  sum,  which  Cave  knew  nothing 
of.  Her  last  illness  was  an  asthma  ;  and  though  she  every  day 
grew  worse,  she  reserved  this  secret  from  her  husband  till  her 
breath  grew  so  short,  that  she  had  only  time  to  tell  him  '  she  had 
secreted  a  part  of  the  money  which  he  occasionally  fpivc  her, 
which  she  laid  out  in  fndia  bonds.'  She  was  immediately  after 
taken  in  convulsions,  and  died  before  she  had  time  to  say  where 
\\\ey  were  hid,  or  in  whose  possession  they  were  deposited 
Cave  on  her  death  made  ei.'erj'  possible  enquiry  after  his  property, 
but  such  is  (he  inU^rity  of  some  JritndikipSy  the  bonds  were  never 
afterwards  found  '.     (Page  47.) 

At  Lichfield  he  used  sometimes  to  recall  the  memory  of  past 
times,  and  enter  into  all  the  boyish  sports  and  gambols  of  his 
youth,  and  it  is  but  a  very  few  years  back,  that  he  obliged  the 
master  of  the  school  where  he  had  been  educated,  to  restore  to 
the  boys,  an  annual  entertainment  o{ Furmmti',  which  had  been 
practised  in  bis  days,  but  had  for  some  time  been  discontinued. 
<Pafic  66.) 

On  the  Sunday  night  preceding  his  death,  he  was  obliged  to 
be  turned  in  the  bed  by  two  strong  men  employed  for  that 
ptirpoae.  He  was  at  intervals  likewise  delirioijs  ;  and  in  one  of 
those  fits,  seeing  a  friend  at  the  bed-side,  he  exclaimed, '  What, 


'  For  this  BDccdotc  see  Ufe.  Jv. 
319.  where  ihc  wife's  name  is  not 
mentioned  :— '  Her  husbaod  said,  he 
*»a  more  hurl  by  her  w.-int  of  con- 
fidence m  hitn.  than  by  the  loss  of 
fais  money.  "  I  toW  him."  said 
John&un,  "Itiat  he  should  console 
bimwlf;  for  ptrhaps  Ihc  money 
Bight  be  JouhJ,  and  he  wu  surt 
that  his  wife  ■v^ss^ne"' 

John»on  in  his /.!)>  lyCosvsays  :^ 
'Cave  seemed  not   at   first  much 


M 


aflcctf  d  by  her  dcalh,  but  tn  a  few 
days  losi  his  sleep  and  his  apprtitc, 
which  he  ncvtr  recovered.'     Works, 

vi-  433- 

'  Johnson  dc&ncs  furmttty  as 
fovd  matie  by  iaiiing  whfoi  in  m£iU. 
In  the  Gtnllewatt's  Magasine,  i?83. 
p.  57^  ;  i?^;.  P-  96,  it  is  staled  thai 
furmety  or  fnimily  is  calcu  in  many 
places  on  Mo[hcrin2  Sunday  ( Mid- 
Lent-Sunday  j  and  on  Chrislmas 
Eve. 

2  will 
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will  that  fellow  never  have  done  talking  poctiy  to  me  '  ? '  He 
recovered  his  senses  bcrore  morning,  but  spoke  little  after  this. 
His  heart,  however,  was  not  unemployed,  as  by  his  fixed  attea- 
tion,  and  the  motion  of  his  lips,  it  was  evident  he  was  pouring 
out  his  soul  in  prayer.    {I'agc  79.) 

Dr.  Johnson's  face  vt-as  composed  of  large  coarse  features, 
which,  from  a  studious  turn,  when  composed,  looked  sluggish. 
yet  awful  and  contemplative.  The  head  at  the  front  of  this 
book  is  esteemed  a  good  likeness;  indeed  so  much,  that  when 
the  Doctor  saw  the  drawing,  he  exclaimed,  '  Well,  thou  art  an 
ugly  fellow,  but  still,  I  believe  thou  art  like  the  original  V  The 
Doctor  sat  for  this  picture  to  Mr.  Trotter  *,  in  February  1782,  at 
the  request  of  Mr.  Kcarsley,  who  had  just  furnished  him  with 
a  complete  list  of  all  his  works,  for  he  confessed  he  had  fot^t 
more  than  half  what  he  had  written  *. 

His  face,  however,  was  capable  of  great  expression,  both  la 
respect  to  intelligence  and  mildness,  as  all  those  can  witness  who 
Iiave  seen  him  in  the  flow  of  conversation,  or  under  the  influence 
of  grateful  feelings.  I  am  the  more  confirmed  in  this  opinion, 
by  the  authority  of  a  celebrated  French  I'hysiognomlst,  who  has, 
in  a  late  publication  on  his  art  ^  given  two  different  etchings  of 
Dr.  Johnson's  head,  to  shew  the  correspondence  between  the 
countenance  and  the  mind. 


'  Perhaps  he  was  haunted  by  the 
thought  of  the  writer  of  whom  he 
said :  '  1  never  liid  the  man  an 
injury ;  but  he  would  pcnisl  in 
residing  his  tragedy  to  me.'  /.»/*, 
iv.  £44  >  "•  3. 

■  Mme.  D'ArbUy  records  that 
Johnson  saw  her  examining  '  a  small 
ensravins  of  his  portrait  from  th< 
picttirc  of  Reynolds.  He  began  sec- 
sawing  for  a  momeni  or  two  in 
silence,  and  then,  with  a  ludicrous 
balf  laugh,  peeping  over  her  shoulder, 
he  called  oui  :— '  .\h  ha  !— Sara 
Johnson! — I  see  ihee!— and  an 
ugiy  dog  thou  art  1 '  Meniotri  of 
Dr.  J}umey,  ii.  iSo. 


*  Hayter,'  wrote  Macaulay,  'hu 
paint4:d  me  for  his  picture  of  tbc 
House  of  CommoDS.  I  cannot  jsctfc 
of  his  performance.  I  canoaly  nqr, 
as  Charki  the  Second  did  oa  a 
similar  occasion, "  Odds  fnh,  if  I  am 
like  this,  I  am  an  ugly  fellow."  *  Txf 
velynn'fl  Afaeaulay,  ed-  1877,  iLl6. 

'  Trotter  had  worked  with  BUkc 
Gilchrist's  Slake,  i.  33,  57.  Tlifl 
piaurc  is,  I  believe,  the  cmc  in  tte 
Library  of  Pembrolce  CoUeg«, 

*  Li/t.i.  iia;  iii,  331. 

'  LayaXtx'iEssay  en /'hysitgmtmf. 
Life,  iv.  433.  In  the  English  trandt- 
1  ion p published  in  t789,B  third  etcfciac 
is  given,  i.  \<n. 
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lo  respect  to  person,  he  was  rather  of  the  heroic  stature,  being 
above  the  middle  size  ;  but  though  strong,  broad,  and  muscular, 
his  parts  were  slovenly  put  together.  When  he  walked  the 
streets,  what  with  the  constant  roll  of  his  head,  and  the  con- 
comitant motion  of  his  body,  he  appeared  to  make  his  way  by 
that  motion,  independent  of  his  feet '.    (Page  87.) 

Amongst  the  poets  of  his  own  country,  next  to  Shakespeare, 
be  admired  Milton ' ;  and  though  in  some  parts  of  the  life  of  this 
great  man,  he  has  been  rather  severe  on  his  pulitical  character, 
there  are  others  where  he  bestows  the  highest  praises  on  his 
learning  and  genius.  To  this  I  am  happy  to  add  another 
ealt^um,  which  I  heard  from  him  in  conversation  a  few  months 
before  his  death  : — '  Milton  (says  he)  had  that  which  rarely  fell 
to  the  lot  of  any  man — an  unbounded  imagination,  with  a  store 
of  knowledge  equal  to  all  its  calls  V     (Page  99.) 

In  hb  conversation  he  was  learned,  various,  and  instructive, 
oftencr  in  the  didactic  than  in  the  colloquial  line,  which  might 
have  arisen  from  the  encouragement  of  his  friends,  who  generally 
flattered  him  with  the  most  profound  attention — and  surely  it 
was  well  bestowed ;  for  in  those  moments,  the  great  variety  of 
his  reading  broke  in  upon  hi:i  mind,  like  mountain  floods,  which 


'  Bosweil  quoting  thU  description 
says: — 'His  peculiar  marc!)  ia  de- 
Kiibed  in  a  very  just  and  piciuresquc 
muuMJ.'    JJ/t,  iv.  71. 

•  For  Johnson's  estiin&te  of  Shake- 
speare 9ce  U/e,  ii.  S6,  n.  1,  »nd  nf 
Milton,  i^.  i.  3jo;   iv.  40;   ojile,  i. 

916. 

'  '  The  thoughu  which  arc  <n:cii- 
^nall;  called  forth  in  the  progress 
\pS  Fanuiitt  Lku\  are  such  as  could 
only  be  produced  by  zn  imagination 
in  the  highest  degree  fervid  and 
active,  to  which  materials  were  sup- 
plied by  incessant  study  and  un- 
Ihniicd  cariosity,  .  .  .  Miliun  had 
considered  creation  in  its  whole 
ifiif"*,    and    his    descriptions   are 


(hcre(<ire  learned.'  Works,  vii.  130. 
Edward  FitiGcrald  wrote  to  Pre- 
fwsor  C.  E.  Norton  on  Jan,  23, 
JS76:— '1  don't  think  I've  read 
iMilton  these  forty  years;  the  whole 
scheme  of  the  poem,  and  certain 
parts  of  it,  looming  as  grand  as  any- 
thing  in  my  memory;  but  I  ne^'er 
could  read  ten  lines  together  without 
Stumbling  at  some  pedantry  th^t 
lipped  me  at  once  out  of  Paradise, 
or  even  Hell,  into  the  schoolioom, 
worse  than  either.  .  .  .  Tennyson  cer- 
tainly then  thought  Millon  the  sub- 
limest  of  all  ihe  K^ng;  his  diction 
modelled  on  Virgil,  as  perhaps 
Dante's.'  Lttttrs  «f  Ed~.t.nird  Fits- 
GeraiJ,  1894.  ii.  193. 

be 
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he  poured  out  upon  his  audience  in  all  the  fullscss  of  informa- 
tion—not but  he  observed  Swifts  rule,  'of  giving  every  man  time 
to  take  his  share  in  the  conversation ' ; '  and  when  the  compuy 
thought  proper  to  engage  him  in  the  general  dtscussion  of  little 
matters,  no  man  threw  back  the  ball  with  greater  case  and 
pleasantry. 

He  aln-ays  expressed  himself  with  clearness  and  precision,  and 
seldom  made  use  of  an  unnecessary  word — each  had  its  due 
weight,  and  stood  in  its  proper  place.  He  was  someiimcs  a  IJllIc 
too  tenacious  of  his  own  opinion,  particularly  when  it  w-as  in 
danger  of  being  wrested  from  him  by  any  of  the  company. 
Here  he  used  to  collect  himself  with  all  his  strength — and  here 
he  shewed  such  skill  and  dexterity  in  defence,  that  he  cither 
tired  out  his  adversary,  or  turned  the  laugh  against  him,  by  the 
power  of  his  wit  and  irony  '. 

In  this  place,  it  would  be  omitting  a  very  singular  quality  of 
his.  not  to  speak  of  the  amaeing  powers  of  his  memory*.  The 
great  stores  of  learning  which  he  laid  in,  in  his  youth,  were  not 
of  that  cumbrous  and  inactive  quality,  which  wc  meet  with  in 
many  who  arc  called  great  scholars  ;  for  he  could,  at  all  Uiiks. 
draw  bills  upon  this  capital  with  the  greatest  security  of  bciag 
paid.  When  quotations  were  made  against  him  in  coovcrsattoo, 
cither  by  applying  to  the  context,  he  gave  a  different  turn  to  tSe 
passage,  or  quoted  from  other  parts  of  the  same  author,  that 
which  was  more  favourable  to  his  own  opinion  ; — if  these  failed 
him,  he  would  instantly  call  up  a  whole  phalanx  of  other 
authorities,  by  which  he  bore  down  his  antagonist  with  all  the 
superiority  of  allied  force. 

But  it  is  not  the  readiness  with  which  he  applied  to  difTereni 
authors,  proves  go  much  the  greatness  of  hLs  memory,  as  the 
extent  to  which  he  could  carry  his  recollection  upon  occasions 
I  remember  one  day,  in  a  conversation  upon  the  miseries  of  oid 
age,  a  gentleman  in  company  observed,  he  alwa^'S  thought 
Juvenal's  description  of  them  to  be  rather  too  highly  coloured— 


■  Antf,  i.  169. 

'  Swift  did  not  claim  ihc  right  of 
talking  alone;  for  it  was  his  rule, 
when  he  had  spoken  a  minute,  to 


give  room  by  a  paOK  for  aay  otkr 
speaker.*     Worts,  viii.  335. 

'  iJ/t,  il.  loa 

»  /*.v.j68;  «»//,  il.  «5,  87. 

UpOB 
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upon  which  the  Doctor  replied — '  No,  Sir — I  believe  not ;  they 
may  not  all  belong  to  an  individual,  but  they  are  collectively 
true  of  old  age  '.*  Then  rolling  about  his  head,  as  if  snuffing  up 
hb  rccoUectioa,  he  suddenly  broke  out : — 


to 


'  lUc  hunicTo.  hie  lumbis,'  &c 

down  to  '  ec  ni^  veste  senescanc' 

(Saliifl  x>  337-345.) 


Some  time  previous  to  Dr.  Hawkcswortb's  publication  of  his 
beautiful  Od<  en  Life',  he  carried  it  down  with  him  to  a  friend's 
house  in  the  country  to  retouch.  Dr.  Johnson  was  of  this  party ; 
and  as  Hawkesworth  and  the  Doctor  lived  upon  the  most  inti- 
mate terms',  the  former  read  it  to  him  for  his  opinion.  '  Why, 
Sir,"  says  Johnson,  'I  can't  well  determine  on  a  first  hearing, 
read  it  again,  second  thoughts  are  best ';  Dr.  Hawkesworth 
complied,  after  which  Dr.  Johnson  read  it  himself,  approx'ed  of 
it  very  highly,  and  returned  it. 

Next  morning  at  breakfast,  the  subject  of  the  poem  being  re- 
newed. Dr.  Johnson,  after  again  expressing  his  approbation  of 
it,  said  he  had  but  one  objection  to  make  to  it,  which  was,  that 
he  doubted  its  originality.  Mawkesworth,  alarmed  at  this, 
challenged  him  to  the  proof;  when  the  Doctor  repeated  the 
whole  of  the  poem,  with  only  the  omission  of  a  very  few  lines; 
'  What  do  you  say  now.  Hawkey  ? '  says  the  Doctor.  *  Only  this,' 
replied  the  other, 'that  I  .shall  never  repeat  anything  I  write 
before  you  again,  for  you  have  a  memory  that  would  convict 
any  author  of  plagiarism  in  any  court  of  literature  in  the  world." 

I  have  now  the  poem  before  me,  and  I  6nd  it  contains  no  less 
than  sixty-ttghf  lines.    (Page  100.) 

His  life  reflected  the  purity  and  integrity  of  his  writings.  His 
friendships,  as  they  were  generally  formed  on  the  broad  basis  of 
virtue,  were  constant,  active,  and  unshaken.    And  what  rendered 


•  U/4,  lit  337. 

»  Gtntkm^t  Magasint,  1747,  p. 

*  Johnson    »    the   be^nning    of 


the  Life  of  Swifl,  speaking  o( 
Hawkcswftrth,  mentions  "the  inti- 
tnitcy  oi  OUT  fricndshii).'  Sec  aniej 
i.  166. 

them 
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them  still  more  valuable,  he  knew  and  practued  that  sort  which 
was  most  applicable  to  the  wants  of  his  friends.  To  those  in 
need  he  liberally  opened  his  purse — ^To  others  he  ga\*e  up  his 
time,  his  interest,  and  his  advice';  and  having  an  honest  con- 
fidence that  this  last  was  of  some  weight  in  the  world,  he  scarcely 
let  a  proper  opportunity  slip  without  enforcing  h  ;  particularljr 
to  young  men,  whom  [su]  he  hoped  would  remember  what  fell 
from  such  high  authority  ;  even  to  children  he  could  be  playfully 
instractive.    (Pa^e  iia.) 

Some  years  since  the  Doctor  coming  up  Fleet-street,  at  about 
two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  he  was  alarmed  with  the  cries  of 
a  person  seemingly  in  great  distress.  He  followed  the  voice 
for  some  time,  when,  by  the  glimmer  of  an  expiring  lamp,  he 
percci\'ed  an  unhappy  female,  almost  naked,  and  perishing  OR 
a  truss  of  straw,  who  had  just  strength  enough  to  tell  him. 
'she  was  turned  out  by  an  inhumin  landlord  in  that  condition, 
and  to  beg  his  charitable  assistance  not  to  let  her  die  in  the 
street.'  The  Doctor  melted  at  her  story,  desired  her  to  place 
her  confidence  in  God.  for  that  under  him  he  would  be  her 
protector.  He  accordingly  looked  about  for  a  coach  to  put  hw 
into ;  but  there  was  none  to  be  had :  '  his  charity,  however, 
worked  too  strong,"  to  be  cooled  by  such  an  accident.  He 
kneeled  down  by  her  side,  raised  her  in  his  arms,  wrapped  his 
great  coat  about  her,  placed  her  on  his  back,  and  in  this  condition 
carried  her  home  to  his  house. 

Next  day  her  disorder  appearing  to  be  venereal,  he  was  ad- 
vised to  abandon  her ;  but  he  replied,  'that  may  be  as  much  her 
misfortune  as  her  fault ;  I  am  determined  to  give  her  the  chance 
of  a  reformation';  he  accordingly  kept  her  in  his  house  above 
thirteen  weeks,  where  she  was  regularly  attended  by  a  physjcian, 
who  recovered  her. 

The  Doctor,  during  this  time,  learned  more  of  her  story  ;  and 
finding  her  to  be  one  of  those  unhappy  women  who  are  impelled 
to  this  miserable  life  more  from  necessity  than  inclination,  he  set 


*  To  Mr.  Tlirale  he  wrote :— 'The 
advice  ibat  is  wanted  is  cunimonly 
unnvlcoine,  and  that  which  19  not 


wanted  is  evidently  impertineat.' 
JMtert,  ii.  161.  For  (he  jtssisUBce 
be  gave  «c  ante,  I  180,  336,  379. 

on 
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cm  foot  a  subscription,  and  established  her  in  a  milliner's  shop  in 
the  country,  where  she  was  Hvirg  some  years  ago  in  veiy  con- 
siderable repute '.     (Page  m) 

His  last  advice  to  his  friends  was  upon  this  subject  [the  re- 
ligious duties],  and,  like  a  second  Socrates,  though  under  the 
sentence  of  death,  from  his  infirmities,  their  eternal  welfare  was 
his  principal  theme — To  some  he  enjoyned  it  with  tears  in  his 
eyes,  reminding  them,  'it  was  the  dying  request  of  a  friend,  who 
had  00  other  way  of  paying  the  large  obligations  he  owed  them 
— but  by  this  advice '.'    (Page  1 1 K.) 

[The  five  following  anecdotes,  attributed  to  Kearsley  by 
Crokcr  (vol.  x.  p.  99},  are  not  ih  my  edition  of  the  Lift  of 
Joknscti  published  by  him.] 

TTic  emigration  of  the  Scotch  to  London  bting  a  conversation 
between  the  Doctor  and  Foote,  the  latter  said  he  believed  the 
number  of  Scotch  in  London  were  as  great  in  the  former  as  the 
present  reign.  'No,  Sir!'  said  the  Doctor,  'you  are  certainly 
wrong  in  your  belief:  but  1  see  how  you're  deceived  ;  you  can't 
distinguish  them  now  as  formerly,  for  the  fellows  all  come  here 
breeched  of  late  years  \' 

*Pray,  Doctor,'  said  a  gentleman  to  him,  'is  Mr.  Thralc  a  man 
of  convcrs.it ion,  or  is  he  only  wise  and  silent  ? '  '  Why,  Sir,  his 
conversation  docs  not  show  the  minute  hand;  but  he  strikes  the 
hour  very  correctly'.' 

On  Johnson's  return  from  Scotland,  a  particular  friend  of  his 
was  saying,  that  now  he  had  had  a  view  of  the  country,  he  was 
in  hopes  it  would  cure  him  of  many  prejudices  against  that 


'  Lift,  iv.  331. 

'  Amte,'a.  146,  151. 

'  After  llic  Kcbcllion  of  1745  to 
wear  the  Highhn<)  drcM  was  for- 
bidden tiy  law.  Any  one  we:iring  it, 
*  DDl  being  a  lBn(l<^(l  man,  or  the  son 
of  a  landed  man,'  was,  on  conviction, 
'  10  be  dcliv-cfed  over  10  serve  u 
a   soldier.'    The  loyal  HighUnders 


in  the  Duke  of  Cumberland's  army 
bad  been  cniiipelled  in  p.^rt  to  adopt 
ihesoatheragnrb.  Whentbcy  passed 
in  review  before  him  he  said: — 
'  Thcylookveiywcll;  have brerches, 
and  are  the  better  for  that.'  Foot- 
sttpt  of  Dr.  fokiiton  in  SccliM%d, 

p.  171- 
'  Ame,\.^y,  Z4/*,  i.  494- 

nation 
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nation,  particularly  in  respect  to  the  fruits.  *  Why,  yes,  Sir,' 
said  the  Doctor ;  '  I  have  found  out  that  gooseberries  will  grow 
there  against  a  south  wall ;  but  the  skins  are  so  tough,  that  it  is 
death  to  the  man  who  swallows  one  of  them '.' 

Being  asked  his  opinion  of  hunting,  he  said, '  It  was  the  labour 
of  the  savages  of  North  America,  but  the  amusement  of  the 
gentlemen  of  England '.' 

When  Johnson  was  told  of  Mrs.  Thrale's  marriage  with  Fiozzt, 
the  Italian  stiver,  he  was  dumb  with  surprise  for  some  moments; 
at  last,  recovering  himself,  he  exclaimed  with  great  emotioa, 
'Varium  et  mutabile  semper  foemina'l' 


'  'Things  which  grow  wild  here 
must  be  cultivated  with  great  care 
in  Scotland.  Pray,  now,  (throwing 
himself  back  in  his  chair,  and 
laughing)  are  you  ever  able  to  bring 


the  sloe   to   perfection?'     Life,  ii. 

77- 

*  For  bis  fox-hunting  see  ohU,  I 
a87. 

'  Aeneid,  iv.  569. 
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BY  LADY  KNIGHT* 


Williams  was  a,  person  extremely  iotcrcsdi^.  She 
oaunoa  firmness  of  miod.  a  boondless  curios^*,  r^ 
ncmory,  aiid  strong  judgment.  She  had  various  powers 
ng.  Her  personal  afflictions  and  slender  forCiUK  she 
to  forget,  when  sbc  had  the  power  ^  doing  an  act  of 
:  she  was  social,  cheerful,  and  actn-e,  in  a  state  of  body 
s  traly  deplorable.  Her  regard  to  Dr.  Johnson  was 
R'ith  such  strength  of  judgment  and  Ann  esteem,  that 
c  never  hesitated  when  she  repeated  his  maxims,  oc 
lis  good  deeds;  though  upon  many  other  occasions  her 
sight  led  her  to  make  so  much  use  of  her  car,  as  to 
\x  speech.  Mrs.  Williams  was  blind  before  she  was 
cd  with  Dr.  Johnson '.  She  had  many  resources,  though 
ry  great.  With  the  Miss  Wilkinsons  she  generally 
part  of  the  year,  and  received  Crooi  them  presents,  and 


ihed  by  Craker  (v^ls.  i. 
9 :  X.  ^)  '  from  a  paper 
d  by  Lady  Koight  to  Rome 
oofct*  aiKl  printed  in  tlie 
M^asiiu,  October,  I799- 
Mglit  was  the  widow  of 
Sir  Charles  Knight  and 
Coroclta  Knight,  who  had 
hy  to  write  a  continuation 
«i,  under  ihe  name  of 
The  two  (tories  were 
i  printed  in  one  volume. 
30  wrote  on  her  death  : — 
lUsitioDS  were  many  and 
ity  universal ;  so  that  »he 
'  every  coarctation.*  Li/t, 


iv.  339.  *  Had  she  had  good  btunottr 
and  prompt  elocution,  hci  univcnal 
curiosity  and  comprefaimsive  know- 
led^  would  hare  nude  her  the  de- 
light uf  all  that  knew  her.'  Letters^ 
ii.  334.  '  Her  curiosity  was  univcral, 
her  knowledge  was  very  extensive, 
and  she  sustained  forty  years  of 
misery  with  steady  fonitudc'  th. 
p.  336. 

'  Aecording  to  Boswell,  she  made 
his  acquatntance  when  she  came  to 
London  '  in  hopes  of  beinj;  cured  of 
a  cataract  in  both  her  eyes,  which 
afterwards  ended  in  total  blindness.' 
Lijt-,  i.  133. 
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from  the  first  who  died,  a  legacy  of  clofhcs  and  money.  The 
lii3t  of  thcni,  Mrs.  Jane,  left  her  an  annual  rent ;  but  from  the 
blundering  manner  of  the  will,  I  fear  she  never  reaped  the 
benefit  of  it.  The  lady  left  money  to  erect  a  hospital  for  ancient 
maid5 ;  but  the  number  she  had  allotted  being  too  great  for 
the  donation,  the  Doctor  [Johnson]  said,  it  would  better  to 
expunge  the  word  maintain,  and  put  in  to  slant  such  a  number 
of  old  maids.  They  asked  him  what  name  "shbuld  be  given 
it:  he  replied,  *Lct  it  be  called  JENNY'S  Whjm '.'  Lady 
Philips'  made  her  a  small  annual  allowance,  and  some  other 
Welsh  ladies,  to  all  of  whom  she  was  related.  Mrs.  Mon- 
tagu, on  the  death  of  Mr.  Montagu,  settled  upon  her  (by 
deed)  ten  pounds  per  annum  ^  As  near  as  I  can  cilculate, 
Mrs.  Williams  had  about  thirty-five  or  forty  pounds  a  year.  The 
furniture  she  used  [in  her  apartment  in  Dr.  Johnson's  house] 
was  her  own  * ;  her  expenses  were  small,  tea  and  bread  and  butter 
being  at  least  half  of  her  nourishment  Sometimes  she  had  1 
servant  or  charwoman  to  do  the  ruder  offices  of  the  house  * :  but 
she  was  herself  active  and  industrious.  I  have  frequently  seen 
her  at  work.  Upon  remarking  one  day  her  facility  in  moving 
about  the  house,  searching  into  drawers,  and  finding  books,  with- 
out the  help  of  sight,  '  Believe  me  (said  she),  persons  who  cannot 
do  these  common  offices  without  sight,  did  but  little  while  they 
enjoyed  that  blessing.'  Scanty  circumstances,  bad  health,  and 
blindness,  are  surely  a  sufficient  apology  for  her  being  sotnetiracs 
impatient :  her  natural  disposition  was  good,  friendly,  and 
humane. 

As  to  her  poems,  she  many  years  attempted  to  publish 
them :  the  half-crowns  she  had  got  towards  the  publication, 
she  confessed  to  me,  went  fi>r  necessaries,  and  that  the  greatest 


'  '  Here  [at  Vauxhall]  wc  picked 
up  Lord  Granby,  arrived  very  dninlc 
from  Jenny's  Whim."  Walpok's 
lMttrs,\\.  lis.  Jenny's  Whim  was 
a  tftvcni  at  the  end  of  the  wooden 
bridge  at  Chelsea,  where  Victoria 
Station  now  Mands.  Wheailcy's 
L^nJfiH,  1891,  ii.  305. 

*  Lady  Fbilipps  of  Piccon  Castle. 


Li/e,  V.  176. 
'  Letttrt,  i.  371,  A.  I ;  u.  190W 
•  ■  She  left  her  little '  to  the  Ladies' 

Charity  School.    lb.  ii.  J34. 
^  Johnson   had  his  maa-serv&nt. 

ai)d  u  feniaie-scrvaol,  to  whom  be 

tiequeathcd  j^ioo   stock.     Lift,  t*. 

403,  n.  2. 

pain 


pain  she  ever  felt  was  from  the  appearance  of  defrauding  her 
subscribers ' :  '  but  what  can  1  do  ?  the  Doctor  [Johnson]  always 
puts  mc  off  with  "  Well,  we'll  think  about  it ;"  and  Gold- 
smith says.  "Leave  it  to  mc°,"'  However,  two  of  her  friends 
under  her  directions,  made  a  new  subscription  at  a  crown,  the 
whole  price  of  the  work,  and  in  a  very  little  time  raised  sixty 
pounds.  Mrs.  Carter  was  applied  to  by  Mrs.  Williams's  desire, 
and  she,  with  the  utmu^it  activity  and  kindness,  procured  a  long 
list  of  names.  At  length  the  work  was  publi&hcd.  in  which  is 
a  fine  written  but  gloomy  tale  of  Dr.  Johnson  ^.  The  money 
(150/.]  Mrs.  Williams  had  various  uses  for,  and  a  part  of  it  was 
funded*. 

Mrs.  Williams's  account  of  Johnson's  wife  was,  that  she  had 
a  good  understanding  and  great  sensibility,  but  inclined  to  be 
satirical.  Her  first  husband  died  insolvent';  her  sons  were 
much  disgusted  with  her  for  her  second  marri^e ;  perhaps 
because  they,  being  struggling  to  get  advanced  in  life,  were 
mortified  to  think  she  had  allied  herself  to  a  man  who  had  not 
any  visible  means  of  being  useful  to  them.  However,  she 
always  retained  her  affection  for  them.  While  they  resided  in 
Goi^h  Court  %  her  son,  the  officer',  knocked  at  the  door,  and 
asked  the  maid  if  her  mistress  was  at  honied    She  answered, 


'  In  the  GatlUman's  Magazine 
far  Se[weml)er,  1750,  p.  453,  pro- 
pOMls  were  isaueii  for  [jrtnliiiK  her 
Essays  in  Vrne  anJ  Prose  by  sul)- 
scciplioo.  The  price  wa*  m  be  five 
shillings,  of  which  half  was  10  tiepnid 
on  subscribinK.  In  1759  Johnioo 
was  signing  '  receipts  with  her  name 
fur  subscriber?.'  tellers,  i.  87.  The 
book  W34  noi  published  till  1766. 
Li/*,  ii.  2$. 

*  In  1763  Goldsmith  'went  with 
Johnson,  strutting  away.'  from  (he 
Slicre,  Mid  calUng  nut  to  Boswell, 
*  I  KG  to  Mbs  WiiJiams.'  Uft,  i. 
431. 

'  The  FouMlitins.  16.  ii.  36. 

•  Id  1756  Camck,  at  Johnson's 
desire,  gave  her  a  bencfit-nigbt  at 


his  theatre,  by  which  she  got  £,3oa. 
/*.  i.  39J,  a.  I  ;  Letters,  \.  53. 

Miss  Hawkins, with  afoolinh  inso- 
lence unrivalled  even  by  licrfathcr's, 
writes  [.\femoirs,  i,  (53): — 'M»s 
Williams  being  a  genilcwoman,  con- 
ferred on  her  protector  the  character 
of  gentleman.'  Sec  ante,  ii.  14c,  for 
Miss  Hawkins's  description  of  her 
dress. 

'  If  he  died  insolvent  *  her  sctUc- 
nient  was  sccuicd.'  I.i/e,  i.  95, 
n.3. 

"  Gough  Square. 

'  A  captain  in  ihc  nary,  who  left 
his  sister  a  fontinc  of^io.ooo,  Li/e, 
ii.  462.  His  name  was  Jarvis  {i6.  i. 
941,  given  him,  no  doubt,  after  his 
mother's  family. 

'Yes, 
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*Yes,  Sir,  but  she  is  sick  in  bed.'  'OI*  says  he.  'if  it  is  so, 
tell  her  that  hersonjervas  [sic]  called  to  know  how  she  did;' 
and  W.-15  going  aw»y.  The  maid  begged  she  might  run  up  to 
tell  her  mistress,  and,  without  attending  hia  answer,  left  him. 
Mrs,  Johnson,  enraptured  to  hear  her  son  was  below,  desired  the 
maid  to  tell  him  fhc  longed  to  embrace  him.  When  the  maid 
descended,  the  gentleman  was  gone,  and  poor  Mrs.  Johnsxin 
was  much  agitated  by  the  adventure:  it  was  the  only  time 
he  ever  made  an  elTort  to  sec  her.  Dr.  Johnson  did  all  he 
could  to  console  his  wife;  but  told  Mrs.  Williams.  '  Hci  son 
is  uniformly  undutjful;  so  I  conclude,  like  many  other  sober 
men,  he  might  once  in  his  life  be  drunk,  and  in  that  fit  nature 
got  the  better  of  hLs  pride.' 

Mrs.  Williams  was  never  otherwise  dependent  on  Dr.  Johnson, 
than  in  that  sort  of  association,  which  is  little  known  in  the 
great  world.  They  both  had  much  to  struggle  through ;  and 
I  verity  believe,  that  whichever  held  the  purse,  the  other  partook 
what  want  required'.  She  was,  in  respect  to  morals,  more  rigid 
than  modern  politeness  admits;  for  she  abhorred  vice,  and 
was  not  sparing  of  anger  against  those  who  threxs-  young  folks 
into  temptation.  Her  ideas  were  very  just  in  respect  to  the 
improvement  of  the  mind,  and  her  own  was  well  stored.  I  have 
several  of  her  letters:  they  arc  a.\\  written  with  great  good  sense 
and  simplicity,  and  with  a  tenderness  and  affection,  that  &r 
excel  all  that  Is  called  politeness  and  elegance.  I  have  been 
favoured  with  her  company  some  weeks  at  different  times,  and 
always  found  her  temper  equal',  and  her  conversation  lively. 
I  never  passed  hours  with  more  pleasure  than  when  I  heard 
her  and  Dr.  Johnson  talk  of  the  persons  they  valued,  or  upon 
subjects  in  which  they  were  much  interested.  One  night  I 
remember  Mrs.  Williams  was  giving  an  account  of  the  Wilkin- 
sons being  at    Paris,  and  having  had  consigned  to  their  care 


'  Except  duiiag  the  six  yeais  in 
vbidl  he  wms  living  in  cliambeis 
(i7S9"65l  he  gave  her  an  apimment 
(probably  two  rooms)  in  his  own 
house  frum  1752  till  her  death  in 
1783.     It  is  most  unlikely-  that   he 


ev«r  ilrew  on  hex  puiae.  For  tbe 
last  twcniy-one  yenn  he  was  jttxtx 
in  need,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
poverty  tJie^  were  not  li\-ing  in  tbc 
same  hotline. 
*  AaU,  iL  t4t. 

the 


the  letters  of  Lady  Wortley  Montagu,  on  which  they  had 
bestowed  great  praise.  The  Doctor  said,  '  Why,  Madam,  there 
might  be  great  ehanns  to  them  in  being  intrusted  with  honour- 
able letters ;  but  those  who  know  better  of  the  world,  would 
have  rather  possessed  two  pages  of  true  history'.'  One  day 
that  he  came  to  my  house  to  meet  many  others,  we  told  him 
that  we  had  arranged  our  party  to  go  to  Westminster  Abbey, 
would  not  he  go  with  us  ?  '  No,"  he  replied  ;  '  not  while  I  can  keep 
out".'  Upon  our  saying,  that  the  friends  of  a  lady  had  been 
in  great  fear  list  she  should  make  a  certain  match  fur  herself, 
he  said,  'We  thai  are  his  friends  have  had  great  fears  for  him.' 
I  talked  to  Mrs.  Thrale  much  of  dear  Mrs.  Williams.  She  said 
she  was  highly  bom  ;  that  she  was  very  nearly  related  to 
a  W^clsh  peer;  but  that,  though  Dr.  Johnson  had  always  pressed 
bcr  to  be  acquainted  with  her,  yet  she  could  not ;  she  n-as  afraid 
of  her'.  I  named  her  virtues;  she  seemed  to  hear  me  a.s  if 
I  bad  spt)kcn  of  a  newly  discovered  country*. 

I   think   the  character  of  Dr.  Johnson  can  never  be  better 
sammed  up  than  in  his  own  words  in  Rasselas,  chapter  xlii  ^. 


'  HoTBCc  Walpole  wrote  to  Lady 
Craven  on  Jan.  a.  1787  {/atlen,  \x. 
S7) : — '  I  am  sorry  to  hear,  Mnd;im, 
that  by  yow  account  Lady  Mary 
Wortley  was  not  50  accurate  and 
faithful  as  modem  travellers. ...  At 
you  ttval  her  in  poetic  talcnls,  I  had 
ratberyoavtuuld  employ  them  lotcle- 
bme  h«  for  her  nostrum  [inocula- 
tion" than  detect  tier  for  romancing.' 

*  For  his  vttit  to  tlie  Abbey  with 
Goldsmith  kc  Lift,  ii.  33S,  and  for 
the  aatiifitction  be  felt  on  being  told 
that  he  would  be  buried  there  Ece 
i>.  iv.  ^  19. 

'  Johnson  wrote  to  Mrs.  Thrale 
ffotn  Lichfield  in  1775  : — '  Mr*. 
Wiltiams  wrote  me  word  that  you 
had  honoured  her  with  a  vim,  and 
hthav*d  lavtly2    Liltert,  \.  360. 

*  In  spile  of  all  the  evidence  of 
her  '  valuable  qualities,'  and  of  '  the 
blank  that  her  departure  left  in  Jolin- 


Bon's  house'  {Uft,  Iv.  235,  ajo), 
Macaulay  includes  her  in  the '  crowd 
of  wretched  old  crcaturcf  who  could 
find  no  other  aeylum '  than  his 
house  ;  whose  '  peevishness  and 
in^nitiiude  could  not  weary  out  his 
benevolence.'  Etsays,  cd.  1843,  i. 
396. 

It  was  not  till  1778  that  discord 
was  caused  by  his  taking  in  three 
more  poor  women.  Uft,  iii.  333. 
Towards  tlic  end  of  Miss  Williams' 
life  her  illncM  increased  bcr  peevish- 
ness,   n.  iii.  138. 

*  It  is  doubtless  (o  chapter  xl 
that  she  refers,  where  the  astronomer 
is  thus  described  :—' Mis  compre- 
hension is  vast,  his  memory  capa- 
cious and  retentive,  his  discourse  is 
methodical,  and  his  expression  clean 
His  integrity  and  Ijcncvolcncc  arc 
equal  ID  bis  learning.  His  d«cpest 
researches  and  most  favourite  studies 

He 
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He  was  master  of  an  infinite  deal  of  wit,  which  proceeded  from 
depth  of  thought,  and  of  .1  humour  which  he  used  sometimes 
to  take  off  from  the  asperity  of  reproofl  Though  he  did 
frequently  utter  very  sportive  things,  which  might  be  said  to 
be  playing  upon  the  folly  of  some  of  his  companions,  and 
though  he  never  said  one  that  could  disgrace  him,  yet  I  think, 
now  that  he  is  no  more,  the  care  should  be  to  prove  his  steady 
uniformity  in  wisdom,  virtue,  and  religion.  His  political  prin- 
ciples ran  high,  both  in  church  and  state :  he  wished  power  U> 
the  king  and  to  the  heads  of  the  church,  as  the  laws  of  England 
have  established;  but  I  know  he  disliked  absolute  power',  and 
I  am  very  sure  of  his  disapprobation  of  the  doctrines  of  the 
church  of  Rome;  because,  about  three  weeks  before  we  came 
abroad,  he  said  to  my  ("ornclia,  '  You  arc  going  where  tic 
astentatiou5  pomp  of  church  ceremonies  attracts  the  imagi* 
nation;  but,  if  they  want  to  persuade  you  to  change  your 
religion,  you  must  remember,  that,  by  incrcadng  your  fiiith, 
you  may  be  persuaded  to  become  a  Turk'.'  If  these  were  not 
the  words,  I  have  kept  up  to  the  express  meaning. 


ate  wiUingly  interrupted  for  any 
opportuDiiy  of  doing  good  by  his 
counsel  or  his  riches.  To  his  cloacat 
retreat,  in  his  most  busy  oiomvnts, 
all  arc  admitted  thai  want  his  assist- 
ance:—"For  though  I  exclude  idle- 
ness and  pleasure,  1  will  never,"  »»ys 
he,  "  bar  my  doors  agaiiisi  charily. 
To  man  is  pennilted  the  conlempliL- 
tioti  of  the  skies,  but  the  practice  of 
virtue  is  commaniSed."  '  Johnson 
was  alsu  likened  to  Imkc,  the  man 
of  learning.  Li/f.  ii.  iig,  n,  i; 
ill.  6.  He  describes  himself  also  in 
chapter  xlv. 


'  '  When  I  say  thai  all  go«aa- 
ments  .irc  alike,  1  con&idcr  that  in  bq 
govenuncnl  power  caji  be  &buied 
long.  Mankind  will  not  bear  k.  U 
a  sovereign  oppresses  hU  people  to 
a  great  degree,  they  will  rise  and  ed 
o(T  his  heud.  There  is  a  remedy  ia 
humiin  nature  against  tyranny,  tlut 
will  keep  us  safe  under  every  foimfl 
govemmcnu'    fJfi,  ii.  17a 

'  See  i-eltert,  i.  147,  (or  the  adriet 
he  gave  to  F.  A.  Barnard,  the  Kinc's 
Librarian,  when  he  was  going  to 
Italy,  and  iviu,  i.  310. 


ANECDOTES  BY  HANNAH  MORE* 


['  Hannah  More  visited  London  in  1 773  or  1774,  in  company 
with  two  of  her  sisters ;  her  introduction  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garrick 
took  place  in  about  a  week  after  her  arrival  It  was  afterwards 
his  delight  to  introduce  his  new  friend  to  the  best  and  most 
gifted  society."     Memoirs,  i.  47. 

In  her  chiIdho{)d  she  had  been  wont  '  to  make  a  carriage  of 
a  chair,  and  then  to  call  her  sisters  to  ride  with  her  to  London  to 
ace  bishop<i  and  booksellers.'     Ih.  i.  14. 

She  was  born  in  1745  ten  months  before  the  Young  Pretender 
Invaded  England,  and  died  in  ]S33,  the  year  after  the  great 
Reform  Hill  was  passed. 

'  Flcr  nurse,  a  pious  old  woman,  had  lived  in  the  family  of 
Diydcii,  whose  son  she  had  attended  in  his  last  illness,  and  the 
inqiii-sitive  mind  of  the  little  Hannah  was  continually  prompting 
her  to  ask  for  stories  about  the  poet  Uryden.'  lb.  \.  11,  It 
must  have  been  Drydcn's  third  son,  Erasmus  Henry,  whom  the 
old  woman  nursed.  He  died  in  17 10,  nine  years  after  his  father. 
Scott's  Life  of  Drydin,  cd.  1834,  p.  396. 

When  Macaulay  was  six  years  old  Hannah  More  wrote  to 
him: — 'Though  you  are  a  little  boy  now,  you  will  one  d.iy,  if 
it  please  God,  be  a  man  ;  but  long  before  you  are  a  man  I  hope 
you  will  be  a  scholar.  I  therefore  wish  you  to  purch.-ise  such 
books  as  will  be  useful  and  agreeable  to  you  thin,  and  that 
you  employ  this  very  .small  -tuin  in  laying  a  Jittle  tiny  corncr- 
siooe  for  your  future  library.'  A  year  or  two  afterwards  she 
wrote  : — 'You  must  go  to  Hatchard's  and  choose  another  book. 
I  think  we  have  nearly  exhausted  the  Epics.     What  say  you 

'  From  Memeirs  of  tkt  Life  and     Mere,    by    Wjliiajn    Roberts,    Esq. 
Cffrrtiporuitrue     ef    Mrt.    Hetnnah      4  vols.  1834. 

VOL.  II.  N  to 
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to  a  little  good  prose?    Johnson's  Hebrides  or  Walton's  Li^-es,' 
&c.     Trcvelyaii's  AfacauU^,  ci).  1H77,  i.  35. 

Macaulay  wrote  to  the  editor  of  the  Edinburgh  Kevirta  ts 
1837 : — '  Hannah  More  was  exactly  the  vcrj'  last  person  to  the 
world  about  whom  I  should  choose  to  write  a  critique.  She 
was  a  very  kind  friend  to  me  from  childhood.  Her  notice  fim 
called  out  my  literary  tastes.  Her  presents  laid  the  foundation 
of  my  library.  She  was  to  me  what  Ninon  was  to  Voltaire,— 
begging  her  pardon  for  comparing  her  to  a  strumpet,  and  yours 
for  comparing  myself  to  a  great  man.  She  really  was  a 
second  mother  to  me.  I  have  ,a  real  affection  for  her  memorj*. 
I,  therefore,  could  not  write  about  her,  unless  I  wrote  in  her 
praise ;  and  all  the  praise  which  I  could  give  to  her  writings, 
even  after  straining  my  conscience  in  her  favour,  would  be  (ar 
indeed  from  satisfying  any  of  her  admirers.  I  will  try  my  hand 
on  Temple  and  on  Lord  Clive.*     Mat^ty  Napifr  Corres.,  p.  193. 

Macaulay's  sister  (afterwards  Lady  Trevelyan)  was  christeowl 
Hannah  More.  He  wrote  to  her  when  he  was  re\'iewing  Croker's 
Boswf  11  ■.-^' The  lady  whom  Johnson  abased  for  flattering  him 
was  certainly,  according  to  Croker,  Hannah  More  [i^(/"f,  iii.  J93]. 
Another  ill-natured  sentence  about  a  Bath  lady  whom  Johnson 
called  "empty-headed"  is  also  applied  to  your  godmother.' 
Trevelyan's  Macaulay,  ed.  1877,  i.  331.  For  Crolcer's  assertion 
that  the  Bath  lady  {Life,  iii.  4,8)  was  Hannah  More  there  wv  00 
foundation.  Her  Memoirs  published  three  years  later  than  his 
Besweit  show  that  she  was  in  London  when  this  epithet  was 
applied  by  Johnson  to  '  a  lady  then  in  Dath.'  '  1  find.'  slic  «TOtc 
to  her  sister, '  that  Mr.  Doswell  called  upon  you  at  Bristol  with 
Dr.  Johnson.'     Post,  p.  185,  «. 

Nearly  fifty  years  after  she  first  met  Johnson,  Dc  Quincey 
described  her  conversation  as  'brilliant  and  instructive.'  De 
Quincey's  Werki,  ed.  iHya,  xvi.  504-] 

The  desire  Hann-ih  More  had  long  felt  to  see  Dr.  Johnm 
was  speedily  gratified.  Her  first  introduction  to  him  took  pll« 
at  the  house  of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  who  prepared  her.  ai  I* 
hmded  her  upstairs,  for  the  possibility  of  his  being  jn  one  of 
his  moods  of  sadness  and  silence. 


She 
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She  was  surprised  at  his  coming  to  meet  her  as  she  entered 
the  room,  with  good  humour  in  his  countenance,  and  a  macaw 
of  Sir  Joshua's  in  his  hand';  and  still  more,  at  his  accosting 
her  with  a  verse  from  a  Morning  Hymn  which  she  had  written 
at  the  desire  of  Sir  James  Stonchousc'.  In  the  same  pleasant 
humour  he  continued  the  whole  of  the  evening'.  An  extract 
Irom  llie  letters  of  one  of  her  sprightlj'  sisters,  to  the  family 
at  home,  will  afford  the  best  picture  of  the  intercourse  and 
scenes  in  which  Hannah  was  now  beginning  to  bear  a  part. 
MtmMrs,  i.  48, 

London,  1774. 

'We  have  paid  another  visit  to  Miss  Reynolds.  She  had 
sent  to  engage  Dr.  Percy  (Percy's  collection* — now  you  know 
him^)  quite  a  sprightly  modem,  instead  of  a  rusty  antique,  as 


*  Sir  Josliuii,  says  Northcote,  in- 
troduced this  inac»w  into  several  of 
tils  picmret.  One  of  the  houtc- 
inaids,  whose  pmtrail  Nonhcotc 
painted,  was  looked  upon  by  the 
Krd  as  his  enemy.  When  he  saw 
the  likeness  'he  quickly  spread  his 
wing],  «n(l  in  irrcat  fuiy  ran  to  it, 
and  (irvtclied  himself  up  to  bile  at 
the  face.'  He  n-oulddothit  whenever 
be  saw  the  picture,  and  did  it  'in 
the  presence  of  Edmund  Rurkc, 
Dr.  Johnson,  and  Dr.  Goildstnith.' 
Northcote's  Reynolds,  L  i%i, 

*  A  physician  of  Nurthainpton, 
who  settled  in  BriMoI  and  eiuered 
Ebe  church.  Memnirs  0/  H.  Mart, 
i.  30.  '  My  couotellor,  physician  and 
divine,'  nhc  calls  htm ;  '  who  first 
■wakened  nw  to  some  sense  of  re- 
ligious things.*    //.  iii.  191. 

*  Nevertheless,  if  wc  can  Iruat 
Mofene's  story,  it  was  on  this  even- 
ing that  he  adminiitcrcd  to  her  a 
tncM  icvere  lebuke.  '  She  very  snon 
bcsu  to  pay  her  court  to  him  in  tbc 
■nasi  fulKxne  strain.  "Sparc  mc. 
I  beseech  juu,  dear  Madam,"  was 
his  reply.  She  siill  laid  it  e«. 
"  Pray,  Madam,  let  us  have  no  more 

N 


of  this."  he  rejoined.  Not  paying 
any  attention  to  (ticse  warnings,  she 
continued  still  her  culi^gy.  Atlength, 
limvoked  by  this  indelicate  and  vain 
obtrusion  of  compliments,  he  CX' 
claimed,  "  Detirest  Lady,  consider 
with  yourself  wh.it  your  flnttery  is 
worth,  before  yoa  bestow  it  so 
freely."'     Ufe,  iv.  341  ;  anit,  i.  373. 

That  this  rebuke  was  administered 
is  beyond  a  doubt  fscc  Ufe,  iv.  341* 
«.  61;  that  it  was  administered  this 
evening  seems  uiiLikdy, 

In  1780,  describing  an  evening 
with  him  at  Miss  Keyiiold's,  she 
says  '.pmi,  p.  189!: — 'As  usual, 
he  laughed  when  [  flattered  him.* 
IC  was  to  Miss  Reynolds  that  John* 
son,  two  years  earlier,  said, '  I  was 
obliged  to  speak,  to  let  her  [Miss 
More)  know  that  I  desired  she  would 
not  flatter nic  &o much.'  JJf«,M-%'i^- 

Nearly  forty  years  later,  writing 
of  Addison  and  Johnson,  she  said : — 
'  I  love  and  honour  those  two  men 
in  a  very  high  degree,  though  the 
term  iove  rather  belongs  to  Addison, 
Arfwiijfr  to  Johnson.'  Memoir  s,\\\.'i^. 

'  She   refers  to  the  Rdiquii    ef 
Ana'eni  English  Potlry, 
%  I  expected 
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I  expected'.  He  was  no  sooner  g^one.  than  the  most  amiable 
and  obliging  of  women  (Miss  Reynolds,)  ordered  the  coach,  to 
lake  U3  to  Dr.  Johnson's  vtry  own  hcuse\  yes,  Abyssinia'* 
JohnsonI  Dictionary  Johnson!  Rambler's,  Idler's,  and  Irene's 
Johnson!  Can  you  picture  to  yourselves  the  palpitation  of  our 
hearts  as  we  approached  his  mansion.  7*be  conversation  turned 
upon  a  new  work  of  his,  just  going  to  the  press,  (the  Tour  to 
the  Hcbrides',)and  his  old  friend  Richardson^  Mrs.  Wiiliains, 
the  blind  poet  *,  who  lives  with  him,  was  introduced  to  us. 
She  is  engaging  in  her  manners ;  her  conversation  lively  and 
entertaining.  Miss  Reynold*!  told  the  doctor  of  all  our  rapturous 
exclamations  on  the  road.  He  shoolc  his  scientific  head  at 
Hannah,  and  said,  "  She  was  a  silly  tking."  When  our  visit  was 
ended,  he  called  for  his  hat,  (as  it  rained)  to  attend  us  down 
a  very  long  entry  to  our  coach,  and  not  Rasselas  could  have 
acquitted  himself  more  en  cavalier^.  We  are  engaged  with  him 
at  Sir  Joshua's,  Wednesday  evening.  What  do  you  think  of  us? 
I  forgot  to  mention,  that  not  finding  Johnson  in  his  little 
parlour  when  wc  came  in,  Hannah  seated  herself  in  his  great 
chair,  hoping  to  catch  a  little  ray  of  his  genius ;  when  he  heard 
it,  he  laughed  heartily,  and  told  her  it  was  a  chair  on  whidi 
he  never  sat'.  He  said  it  reminded  him  of  BoswcM  and  himself 
when  they  stopt  a  night  at  the  spot  (as  they  imagined)  where 
the  Weird  Sisters  appeared  to  Macbeth :  the  idea  so  worked 
upon  their  enthusiasm,  that  it  quite  deprived  thera  of  rest: 
however  they  leamt,  the  next  morning,  to  their  mortificatioo, 


'  Miss  Bumey  wrote  of  hitn 
•evemeen years  later: — 'The  Bishop 
is  [lerfectly  easy  and  unassuminK, 
veiy  communicaiivc,  and  though  noi 
veo'  entcnaining  because  too  prolix, 
he  is  otherwise  intelligent  and  of 
good  tonvcrsalioii.'  Mnie.  D'Ar- 
blay's  Diixiy,  v.  356. 

■  Johnson  wrote  on  June  21, 
1774:— '  Vestcrday  I  put  the  first 
sheets  of  ihtjourney  ta  the  lUbridei 
10  the  press.'    IJfe.  ii.  378. 

'  The  author  of  C/arissa— one  of 
the  very  few  mea  whom  Johnson 


'  sought  after.'     H.  lil.  314. 

*  She  published  in  1766  a  vnluM 
of  Miiitilanies.  Most  of  her  poena 
were  corrected  by  Johnsuo.  i*.  i 
35  ;  atfU,  i.  403  ;  ii.  17a, 

'  Me  w«s  liviag  id  Jobixn'i 
Court  OS  Ulc  as  M«y,  177$.  but  br 
March,  1776,  had  reini>vc<d  lo  Bob 
Court.  Li/e.  ii.  375,  427.  For  Wi 
c^^nducting  Madame  dc  Boufflcn  t* 
her  conch  and 'showing  himself  & 
man  nf  gallantry,'  see  i^.  ii.  405,  aad 
^si,  p.  360. 

^  Li/i,  ir.  33a,  n.  t. 

that 
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that  they  had  been  deceived,  and  were  quite  in  another  pan 
of  the  country'.' 

Johnson  aftenvards  mentioned  to  Miss  Reynolds  how  much 
he  had  been  touched  with  the  enthusiasm  which  was  visible 
in  the  whole  manner  of  the  young  authoress,  which  was  evidently 
genuine  and  unaffected.    Mrmoirs,  i.  49. 

Lontlun.  I  77;- 

I  had  yesterday  the  pleasure  of  dining  in  Hill  Street,  Berkeley 
Square,  at  a  etrtain  Mrs.  Montagus,  a  natfu  net  totally  obsture  '. 
The  party  consisted  of  herself,  Mrs.  Carter ',  Dr.  Johnson, 
Sclander*,  and  Matty',  Mrs.  Boscawen*,  Miss  Reynolds,  and 
Sir  Joshua,  (the  idol  of  every  company  ;)  some  other  persons  of 
high  rank  and  less  wit,  and  your  humble  servant.  .  .  . 

Mrs.  Montagu  received  me  with  the  most  encouniging  kindness; 
she  is  not  only  the  finest  genius,  but  the  finest  lady  I  ever  saw : 
she  lives  in  the  highest  style  of  magnificence ;  her  apartments 


*  There  seems  some  misfake  in 
her  nairative.  lioswell  recorded  in 
his  Journal  \ — •  In  the  aftcmoou  wc 
drove  over  the  very  heath  where 
Macbeth  met  the  witchc*  according 
to  tnditioD. .  .  .  Wc  got  to  Korcs 
at  night.'  /d.  V.  1 1  J,  Johnson 
says :—'  We  went  forwards  Iht-  same 
day  l*>  Fores,  the  town  to  which 
Mscbcth  was  tranlling  when  he 
met  tbe  weini  sisters  in  his  way. 
Ttus  10  an  Englishman  is  ctaasiL-k 
ground.  Our  tmaginatioas  were 
heated,  and  our  ihnu^hts  recnilcd 
to  their  old  amusements.'  Works, 
tx.at. 

*  Mrs.  ^!oiilfigu  was  not  yel  in 
ber  new  house  in  Portman  Stiuare, 
Irotn  which  Johnton  and  Uoswell 
were  a  few  years  later  excluded  on 
account  of  the  ofTence  given  by 
the  IJ/e  0/  IjrItelliiH.  Life,  iv.  64. 
H.  More  write*  of  it  in  1783  : — "To 
all  the  magnificence  of  a.  ver)-  superb 
Loudon  hou»c  i»  aiidcd  the  scenery 
of  a  coontry  retirement.'  Maiwirs, 
f.   341.     la  1784,  after  spending  a 


fortnight  with  Mrs.  Montagu,  she 
writes ;— '  One  may  say  of  her,  what 
Johnson  has  said  oi  iomtbody  tl.sc, 
that  "  she  never  opens  her  mouth 
but  to  say  saiiutMing." '     Il>.  i.  359. 

*  Known  as  'the  learned  Mrs. 
Carter."     Li/f,  i.  1 22,  n.  4, 

'  Her  calm  orderly  mind,"  wrote  H. 
Moie  {Memcirx,  iii.  306/,  '  dreaded 
nothing  so  much  as  JrtcguL'irity ;  she 
was  therrfore  most  strictly  high 
church,  and  must  scrupulously  for- 
bore reading  any  book,  however 
sound  or  sober,  which  proceeded 
from  any  other  quarter.  She  would 
on  no  account  have  read  Uuddridge 
or  Pascal.' 

*  Ante,  i.  380. 

*  Either  Dr.  Matthew  Maty  {I-ije, 
i.  384J,  or  his  son  Paul  Henry  Maty 
[oHif,  i.  137). 

*  She  wrote  to  Hannah  More  five 
year&  later  : — '  ]  have  claims  ujion 
Dr.  Johnson;  but  as  he  never  knows 
me  when  he  meets  me,  they  arc  all 
stifled  in  ihe  cradle'  H.  Morc's 
AIcmffir3,'\.  l^l.  ScealsoZ^,iii.^3l. 

and 
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and  tabic  are  in  the  most  .splendid  taste;  but  what  baubles  arc 
these  when  speaking  of  a  Montagu  I  her  form  (for  she  h^s  no 
body)  is  delicate  even  to  fragility ;  her  countenance  the  most 
animated  in  the  world ;  the  sprightly  vivacity  of  fiflccn,  with 
the  judgment  and  experience  of  a  Nestor'.  .  .  .  Dr.  Johnson 
asked  me  how  I  liked  the  new  tragedy  of  Diaganza'.  I  was 
afraid  to  speak  before  them  all,  as  I  knew  a  diversity  of 
opinion  prevailed  among  the  company;  however,  as  I  thought 
it  a  less  evil  to  dissent  from  the  opinion  of  a  fellow  creature, 
than  to  tell  a  falsity,  I  ventured  to  give  my  sentiments :  and 
xvas  satisfied  with  Johnson's  answering, '  You  are  right,  oudam.' 

[l^'rom  Miss  Sarah  More  to  one  of  her  sisters] 

LuikIoq,  IJJS- 
Tuesday  evening  ut:  drank  tea  at  Sir  Joshua's  with  Dr.  John- 
son. Hannah  is  certainly  a  great  favourite.  She  was  placed 
next  him,  and  they  had  the  entire  conversation  to  thcmseK'cs. 
They  were  both  in  remarkably  high  spirits ;  it  was  certainly  her 
lucky  night !  I  never  heard  her  say  so  many  good  things.  The 
old  genius  was  extremely  jocular,  and  the  young  one  very 
pleasant.  You  would  have  imagined  we  had  been  at  some 
comedy  had  you  heard  our  peals  of  laughter.  They,  indeed, 
tried  which  could  '  pepper  the  highest  V  and  it  is  not  clear  to  nw 
that  the  lexicographer  was  really  the  highest  seasoner.  Mtmoiri, 
L53. 

[Miss  H.  More  to  one  of  her  sisters.] 

Load  on,  1776. 
Just  returned  from  spending  one  of  the  most  agreeable  days 
of  my  life,  with  the  female  Mxccnas  of  Hill  Street ;  she  engaged 
me  five  or  six  days  ago  to  dine  with  her,  and  had  assembled 


'  Foff  'bcr  tryinx  for  this  same  air 
Btid  manner,"  sec  U/t.  iii.  2M-  "■  *■ 

'  By  Koben  Jephson.  Horace 
Walpole  wrote  the  Prologue.  Wal- 
polc's  Letters,  \.  Preface,  p.  77,  Oa 
Feb.  iB  of  this  year  he  wrote; — 
*if^<«^fMs<i  was  acted  last  ntgtit  with 
prodigious  success  ...  I  went  to  the 
rehc.ariiU  with  ail  the  eagerness  of 
ei^'hteen,  and  was  deli^bied  to  find 


myself  so  young  again.'    Ih.  vi  190; 
attte,  ii.  46. 
*  '  Till  his  ivlish  grown  caDant, 
almost  to  disease, 
Who  pcppcicd  tbc  lughest  ma 
surest  to  please.* 
Goldsmith's  RetaUatiam. 
It  seems  imjirobable  that  this  'pep- 
pering' could  liat-c  followed  Jolis- 
son's  rebulce. 

balf 
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half  the  wits  of  the  age.  The  only  fault  that  charming  woman 
has,  is,  that  she  is  fond  of  collecting  too  many  of  them  together 
at  one  time '.  There  were  nineteen  persons  assembled  at  dinner, 
but  after  the  repast,  she  has  a  method  of  dividing  her  guests,  or 
rather  letting  them  assort  themselves  into  little  groups  of  five 
or  six  each.  I  spent  ray  time  in  going  from  one  to  the  other  of 
these  little  societies,  as  I  happened  more  or  less  to  like  the 
subjects  they  were  discussing.  Mrs.  Scott',  Mrs.  Montagu's 
sister,  a  very  good  writer,  Mrs.  Carter,  Mrs.  Barbauld ',  and 
a  man  of  letters,  whose  name  I  have  forgotten,  made  up  one  of 
these  little  parties.  When  wc  liad  canvassed  two  or  three  sub- 
jectSj  I  stole  off  and  joined  in  with  the  next  group,  which  was 
composed  of  Mrs.  Montagu,  Dr.  Johnson,  the  Provost  of  Dublin*, 
and  two  other  ingenious  men.  In  this  party  there  was  a  diversity 
of  opinions,  which  produced  a  great  deal  of  good  argument  and 
reasoning.  There  were  several  other  groups  less  interesting  to 
me,  as  they  were  more  composed  of  rank  than  talent,  and  it  was 
arousing  to  see  how  the  people  of  sentiment  singled  out  each 
other,  and  how  the  fine  ladies  and  pictty  gentlemen  naturally 
slid  into  each  other's  society. 


'  Miss  Bumey  describes  'a  very 
fine  public  breakfast'  Mrs.  Mon- 
tagu gave,  U  which  there  were  '  not 
fewer  than  four  or  live  hun<lic<l 
people.  It  was  like  a  full  Riin('l.-ish 
by  daylight.'  Mme.  D'Arbiay's 
J>tary,  v.  30S. 

For  '  public  dinners,*  sec  Ufi,  \v. 
367,  H.  3,  John&on  dcscril>ci  how 
Swift '  opened  his  house  by  a  publick 
uble  Iwo  days  a  week.'  Workt,  vlii. 
308. 

•  The  sister  of  Sirs.  Montagu, 
uid  the  wife  of  that  George  Lewis 
Scott,  who  once  '  with  Johnson  and 
Hcrcule*  made  out  the  trimii\irate 
comically  enough.'    Ante,  \.  180. 

'  Am*,  i.  157,  and  Lifi,  ii.  408, 
Mrs.  Baibauld,  reading  BoswcH'a 
Li/e  of  JvkiKon  the  month  il  came 
out,  writes:— 'It  is  like  going  to 
RiUiclagh;  you  me«t  all  your  ac- 
quaintance ;   but   it   is  a  base  and 


a  mc:in  thing  to  bring  thus  every 
idle  word  into  judgment— the  judg- 
ment of  the  public'  Barbauld's 
Worh^  cd.  183;,  ii.  158.  In  the 
same  year  she  wrote  : — '  Mrs.  Moa- 
tagu,  who  entertains  all  the  aris- 
tocmts  [the  French  fugitives],  had 
invitcda  Marchioness  of  lJou£!er5and 
her  dai^hter  10  dinner.  After  making 
her  wait  till  six  the  marchioness 
came,  and  mad«  nn  apology  for  her 
daughter,  that  just  as  she  was  goiog 
to  dress  she  was  seized  with  a  liegoiit 
mmnenlantt  \iic\  liu  mondt,  and 
could  not  wail  on  her.'     lb.  p.  139. 

*  Dr.  John  Hcly  Hutchinson.  On 
his  appointinem  Tophani  Beauclctk 
wrote  to  Lord  Charleniont ;  —  '1 
agree  with  you  that  there  never  was 
a  more  scandalous  thing  than  making 
Ihemanprovosi  that  is  made.'  Char' 
Itmont  Papers,  Hist.  MSS.  Comm., 
i«gi,p.33i. 

I  had 
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I  had  the  happiness  to  carry  Dr.  Johnson  home  from  Hill 

Street,  though  Mrs.  Monfigu  pubh'cly  declared  she  did  not  think 

it  prudent  to  trust  us  together,  with  such  a  declared  aflcction  on 

both  sides.     She  ^aid  she  ttzs  afraid  of  a  Scotch  elopement.    He 

has  invited  himself  to  drink  tea  with  us  tO'Tnorrow.  that  we  may 

read  Sir  FJdred  together.     I  shall  not  tell  you  what  he  said  of 

it,  but  to  mc  the  best  part  of  his  flattery  was,  that  he  repeats  all 

the  best  stanzas  by  heart,  with  the  energy,  though  not  with  the 

grace  of  a  Garrick.    Memoirs^  i.  63. 

LoDdoa,  1776. 

Yesterday  was  another  of  the  few  sun-shiny<da>'s  with  which 
human  life  is  so  scantily  furnished.  Wc  spent  it  at  Garrick's,  be 
was  in  high  good  humour,  and  ijicxprcssibly  agreeable.  Here 
was  likely  to  have  been  another  jostling  and  intersecting  of  our 
pleasures;  but  as  they  knew  Johnson  would  be  with  us  at  seven, 
Mrs,  Garrick  was  so  good  as  to  dine  a  little  after  three,  and  all 
things  fell  out  in  comfortable  succession.  We  were  at  the 
reading  of  a  new  tragedy,  and  insolently  and  unfeelingly  pro- 
nounced against  it.  We  got  home  in  time:  I  hardly  ever  spent 
an  evening  more  pleasantly  or  profitably.  Johnson,  full  of 
tnsdom  and  piety,  was  very  communicative.  To  enjoy  Dr.  John- 
son perfectly,  one  must  have  him  to  oneself,  as  he  seldom  cares 
to  speak  in  mixed  parties.  Our  tea  was  not  over  till  ntne, 
we  then  fell  upon  .Sir  Eldred ;  he  read  both  pocma  ihrougb, 
suggested  some  little  alterations  in  the  first,  and  did  me  the 
honour  to  write  one  whole  stanza  ' ;  but  In  the  Rock,  he  has  not 
altered  a  word.  Though  only  a  tea. visit,  he  staid  with  us  till 
twelve.  I  was  quite  at  my  ease,  and  never  once  asked  him  to 
eat '  (drink  he  never  docs  any  thing,  but  tea).    Memoirs,  L  64. 

[From  a  letter  by  one  of  HanNAH  More'S  sisters.] 

Loitdoa,  );;& 
If  a  wedding  should  take  place  before  our  return,  don't  be 
surprised, — between  the  mother  of  Sir  Eldred,  and  the  father  of 


'  '  My  scom  has  oft  the  dan  re- 
pell'd 

Which  guileful  beauty  threw, 
But  goodness  heard,  and  grace 
beheld, 


Must  every  hcan  subdue-' 
Hannah    More's   Works,    cd.  1834, 
V.  341. 

*  For  bis  dislike  of  being  pttssed 
to  cat  sec  poil,  p-  i^&  1. 

my 


my  much-loved  Irene  ;  nay,  Mrs.  Montagu  says  if  tender  ^vords 
arc  the  precursors  of  connubial  engagements,  wc  may  expect 
great  things ;  for  it  is  nothing  but  *  child ' — *  little  fool '— '  love,' 
and  'dearest.'  After  much  critical  discourse,  he  turns  round  to 
me,  and  with  one  of  his  most  amiable  looks,  which  must  be  seen 
to  form  the  least  idea  of  it,  he  says, '  I  have  beard  that  you  are 
engaged  in  the  useful  and  honourable  employment  of  teaching 
young  ladies."  Upon  which,  with  all  the  same  ease,  familiarity, 
and  confidence,  wc  should  have  done  had  only  our  own  dear 
Dr.  Stonehouse  been  present,  we  entered  upon  the  history  of  our 
birth,  parentage,  and  education  ;  shewing  how  we  were  born  with 
more  desires  than  guinciw ;  and  how,  as  years  increased  our 
appetites,  the  cupboard  at  home  began  to  grow  too  small  to 
gratily  ihcm ;  and  how,  with  a  bottle  of  water,  a  bed,  and  a 
blanket,  we  set  out  to  seek  our  fortunes  ;  and  how  we  found 
a  great  house,  with  nothing  in  it ;  and  how  it  was  like  to  remain 
so,  till,  looking  into  our  knowledge-boxes,  we  happened  to  find 
a  little  iarning.  a  good  thing  when  land  is  gone  ',  or  rather  none : 
and  so  at  last,  by  giving  a  little  of  this  little  Iarning  to  those 
who  had  less,  we  gut  a  good  store  of  gold  in  return ;  but  how, 
alaal  wc  wanted  the  wit  to  keep  it — '  1  love  you  both,'  cried  the 
inamorato—'  I  love  you  all  five— I  never  was  at  Bristol— I  will 
come  on  purpose  to  sec  you ' — ^what  I  five  women  live  happily 
together! — I  will  come  and  sec  you — 1  have  spent  a  happy 
evening — I  am  glad  I  came — God  for  ever  bless  you;  you 
live  lives  to  shame  duchesses.'  He  took  his  leave  with  so 
much  warmth  and  tenderness,  we  were  quite  affected  at  his 
manner. . . . 

Dr.  Johnson  and  Hannah,  last  night,  had  a  violent  quarrel,  till 
at  length  laughter  ran  so  high  on  all  sides,  that  argument  was 


■  '  \Vbtn  land  is  gone  and  money 
spent. 
Then  learning'  is  roost  excel- 

ICDL' 

'  He  visited  it  with  Boswell  in  the 
(print;  of  this  year,  /.ijir,  iii.  50. 
Boswell  docs  nat  nicniiim  tlieir 
calling  on  ibe  Mores.  Tba.t  tliey  did 
BO,  when  Hannah  was  in   London, 


we  Icam  from  a  letter  10  her  sisters, 
in  whidi  she  says : — '  I  find  Mr. 
Bcjawdl  called  upon  you  at  Bristol 
with  Dr,  Johnson;  he  told  mc  so  this 
moining  nhen  he  br^'al^faated  here 
[at  the  Gnrricks]  with  Sir  William 
Fnrbcs  and  Dr.  Johnson.'  Mftnoirs, 
i.  JSo.  Of  this  bTcakf;tst  neither  she 
nor  Bosweil  gives  any  account 

confounded 
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confounded  in  noise ;  the  gallant  youth,  at  one  in  the  morning, 
set  us  down  at  our  lodgings.     Memoirs,  i.  66. 

[From  Hannah  More  to  her  family.] 

At  SIX,  I  begged  leave  to  come  home  [from  the  Garricks],  as 
I  expected  mj'  pttiu  assembWe  a  little  after  seven.  Mrs.  Ganick 
offered  me  all  her  fine  things,  but.  as  I  hate  admixtures  of  finery 
and  meanness,  I  refused  every  thing  except  a  little  cream,  and 
a  few  sorts  of  cakes.  They  came  at  seven.  The  drnmatii 
persona  ivcrc,  Mrs.  IJoscawcn,  Mrs.  Garrick,  and  Miss  Reynolds; 
my  beaux  were  Dr.  Johnson,  Dean  Tucker',  and  last,  but  not 
least  Jn  our  love,  David  Garrick.  You  know  that  wherever 
Johnson  is,  the  confinement  to  the  tca-tablc  is  rather  a  durable 
situation  ;  and  it  was  an  hour  and  a  half  before  I  got  my  enlarge- 
ment. However,  my  cars  were  opened,  though  my  tongue  was 
locked,  and  they  all  stayed  till  near  eleven. 

Garrick  was  the  very  soul  of  the  company,  and  I  never  saw 
Johnson  in  such  perfect  good  humour.  Sally  knows  wc  have 
often  heard  that  one  can  never  properly  enjoy  the  company  of 
these  two  unless  they  arc  together'.  There  is  great  truth  ia 
this  remark ;  for  after  the  Dean  and  Mrs.  Boscawen  (who  •<tttxt 
the  only  strangers)  were  withdrawn,  and  the  rest  stood  up  to  go, 
Johnsou  add  Garrick  began  a  close  encounter,  telling  old  stories, 
'e'en  from  their  boyish  days','  at  Lichfield.  Wc  all  stood  round 
them  above  an  hour,  laughing  in  defiance  of  every  rule  of  de- 
corum and  Chesterfield*.     I  believe  we  should  not  have  thought 


*  Josiali  Tucker,  Dea.n  of  GJou- 
ccster,  who  Iiad  publislicd  Tnicts 
about  the  American  Colonies,  to 
which  Johnson  had  replied  in  Taxa- 
tifiit  wc  Tyranny  [Workt,  vi.  359) 
ami  Burke  with  great  severity  in  liis 
Speech vn  Ameriiitn  fixation.  Burke 
had  said:— 'This  Dr.  Tucker  is  al- 
ready a  dean,  and  his  eailicst  labours 
in  this  vineyard  will,  I  suppose,  raise 
bim  to  a  bisliopric'  Uurke's  Seltct 
Worki,  ed.  E.  J.  Fayne,  I  140. 

Miss  Uumcy  writing  of  hicn  in 
1788  says,  '  He  is  past  eighty,  and 


has  3.  most  shrewd  aind  keen  oU  bcc' 
Mme.  D'Arbiay's  Diary,  iv,  iSx 

*  BuEwell  describes  how  oae  daf 
*  Garrick  played  round  Johosoa  witi 
a  food  vivacity,  taking  hold  0^  the 
breasts  of  his  coat,  and,  k>oldiig  op 
in  his  face  with  a  lively  archnaa^ 
comptimcutcd  him  oa  the  good 
heulih  tvhich  he  seemed  then  to 
enjoy;  while  (he  lage,  ftlL.i1ung  bii 
head,  bclietd  him  with  a  genilc  COIM- 
pUccncy.'    Li/t,  li.  8a. 

'  OthellOt  Act  i.  sc.  3,  L  13a. 
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of  sitting  down  or  of  parting,  had  not  an  impertinent  watchman 
been  saucily  vociferous.  Johnson  outstaid  them  all,  and  sat  u-ilh 
nic  half  an  hour.    Memoirs,  L  69. 

London ,  1776. 

Did  I  ever  tell  you  what  Dr.  Johnson  said  to  mc  of  my  friend 
the  Dcin  of  Gloucester  ?  I  asked  him  what  he  thought  of  him. 
His  answer  was  vcrbalim  as  follows :  '  I  look  upon  the  Dean  of 
Gloucester  to  be  one  of  the  few  excellent  writers  of  this  period. 
I  differ  from  him  in  opinion,  and  have  expressed  th.it  difference 
in  my  writings ;  but  I  hope  what  I  wrote  did  not  indicate  what 
I  did  not  feel,  for  I  felt  no  acrimony.  No  person,  however 
learned,  can  read  his  writings  without  improvement.  He  is  sure 
to  find  something  he  did  not  know  before.'  I  told  him  the  Dean 
did  not  value  himself  on  elegance  of  style.  He  said  he  knew 
nobody  whose  style  wajj  more  perspicuous,  manly,  and  vigorous, 
or  better  suited  to  his  subject.  I  u'as  not  a  little  pleased 
with  this  tribute  to  the  worthy  Dean's  merit,  from  such  a  judge 
of  merit  ;  that  man,  too,  professedly  differing  from  him  in 
opinion 

Keeping  bad  company  leads  to  all  other  bad  things.  I  have 
got  the  headache  to-day,  by  raking  out  so  late  with  that  gay 
libertine  Johnson.  Do  you  know — /  did  not,  that  he  wrote 
a  quarter  of  the  Adventurer '  ?  I  made  him  tell  me  all  that  he 
wrote  in  the  '  fugitive  pieces  '.'     Memoirs,  1.  70. 

Adelpbi*.  1776. 

Did  I  tell  you  wc  had  a  very  agreeable  day  at  Mrs.  Boscawcn's? 
I  like  Mr.  Ilcrcngcr*  prodigiously.  I  met  the  Bunbury  family 
at  Sir  Joshua's.  Mr.  Boswcll  (Corsican  Boswell}  was  here  last 
night*;  he  is  a  very  agreeable  good-natured  man;  he  perfectly 
adores  Johnson;  they  have  this  day  act  out  together  for  Oxford, 
Lichfield,  &c-,  that  the  Doctor  may  take  leave  of  all  his  old 
friends  and  acquaintances,  previous  to  his  great  eKpedition  across 


■  He  did  not  n-riie  so  much  as  a 
qaaricT, 

'  Torn  Dsvics,  in  Johnson's  ab- 
sence in  Scotland  and  without  his 
lekv«,  published  two  volumes  en- 
lidcd  AiituiiitrKout  and  Fugitive 
Pitca,  of  which  all  but  about  an 


eighth  was  Johnson's.    U/e,  ii.  370; 
and  anie,  \.  i  S4. 

*  Mrs.Ga.iTick's  house  Z^,iv.99. 

*  AmU,  i.  254. 

*  Boswell,  who  keeps  his  narrative 
so  closely  to  what  conccin*  Jobnaon, 
docs  not  mcnlion  this. 
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th«  Alps  *.  I  lament  his  undertaking  such  a  journey  at  his  time 
of  life,  with  beginning  infirmities ;  I  hope  he  will  not  leave  his 
bones  on  classic  ground.    Memoirs,  i.  74. 

[From  H.  More  to  one  of  her  sisters.] 

Loadon,  ijjS," 

I  dined  with  the  Garricks  on  Thursday ;  he  went  with  me  in 
the  evening;,  intending  only  to  set  mc  down  at  Sir  Joshua's,  where 
I  was  engaged  to  pass  the  evening.  I  was  not  a  Httlc  proud  to 
be  the  means  of  bringing  such  a  beau  into  such  a  party.  We 
found  Gibbon ',  Johnson,  Hermes  Harris,  Burncy,  Chambers, 
Ramsay,  the  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph,  Boswcll,  Langton,  &c. ;  and 
scarce  an  expletive  man  or  woman  among  them.  Garrick  put 
Johnson  into  .such  good  spirits  that  I  never  knew  him  so  enter- 
taining or  more  instructive.  He  was  as  brilliant  as  himself,  and 
as  good-humoured  as  any  one  else^     Msmcirs,  i.  146. 

LfiO'Ion,  1780k 

I  Spent  a  very  comfortable  day  yesterday  with  Miss  Reynolds; 
only  Dr.  Johnson,  and  Mrs,  Williams  and  myself.  He  is  in  but 
poor  health,  but  his  mind  has  lost  nothing  of  its  vigour.  He 
never  opens  his  mouth  but  one  learns  something;  one  is  sure 
cither  of  hearing  a  new  idea,  or  an  old  one  expressed    in  ao 


'  JohnEon  Mrroie  to  BosweU  on 
March  5  of  ihis  y<:ar :— '  Of  my 
company  you  cannot  in  the  ncxi 
manib  have  much,  for  Mr.  Thrale 
will  talce  ine  to  Italy,  he  says,  on 
the  lint  of  April. . . .  If  you  will  come 
tome,  you  must  come  very  quickly; 
and  even  then  1  know  not  but  wc 
may  itaut  the  country  together,  for 
I  have  a  mind  to  see  Osford  and 
LichtieEd  before  1  set  out  on  this 
long  journey.'  Life,  ii.  433.  The 
tour  W93  given  up  on  the  sudden 
death  of  the  Thrales'  only  son.  Ji. 
p.  46S.    See  also  ante,  \.  263. 

•  Ob  Jan.  19,  1794,  Hannah  More 
recorded  :— '  Heard  of  the  death  of 
Mr.  Gibbon.  . .  .  He  too  was  my 
aC(|uaintaiice.  Lord,  I  bless  thee, 
considering  how  much    infidel   ac- 


quaintance J  have  had,  that  my  soul 
never  came  into  their  secret.'  Mt" 
moin,  ii.  41J.  The  same  year  she 
recorded  : — "It  is  now,  I  think,  fife 
or  six  years  since  1  have  been  en- 
abled, by  the  t;racc  of  G<xl,  iaa  food 
de)(rec,  to  give  up  all  human  iitudicB. 
1  have  iwt  allowed  myself  to  read 
any  (!  lassie  or  pagan  author  for 
many  years— 1  mean  bymysdf.*  A 
ii.  430. 

'  BosweU,  after  a  full  acooint  cf 
the  dianer,  describes  'the  rich  ■»- 
scmblage '  he  found  in  the  dratttag- 
room.  He  continues :— '  AAer  waa* 
dering  about  in  a  kind  oi  plcaaia( 
distniiction  for  aomc  time,  I  got  iota 
a  comer  with  Johnson,  Garrick,  lad 
Harris.*    Lift,  ill.  aj6. 
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original  manner.  We  did  not  part  till  eleven.  He  scolded  me 
heartily,  as  usual,  when  I  differed  from  him  in  opinion,  and,  as 
usiial,  laughed  when  I  flattered  him  '.  I  was  very  bold  in  com- 
batting some  of  his  darling  prejudices  :  nay,  I  ventured  to  defend 
one  or  two  of  the  Puritans',  whom  I  forced  him  to  allow  to  be 
good  men,  and  good  writers.  He  said  he  was  not  angry  with 
mc  at  all  for  liking  Haxtcr  *.  He  liked  him  him.sclf ;  '  but  then,' 
said  he, '  Baxter  was  bred  up  in  the  establishment,  and  would 
have  died  in  it,  if  he  could  have  got  the  living  of  Kidderminster. 
He  was  a  very  good  man.'  Here  he  was  wrong  ;  for  Baxter  was 
offered  a  bbhopric  after  the  Restoration''. 

I  never  saw  Johnson  really  angry  with  me  but  once;  and  his 


'  Am/f,  W.  179,  «. 

*  Her  Kr^ndntul her  'used  to  tell 
her  ]rounger  relatives,  that  the}' woulrl 
have  known  how  to  value  C'^^P^' 
privileges,  had  iht-y  lived,  like  her, 
in  the  AZft.  of  petstiruiion,  whrn,  :it 
midnight,  pious  Morshippers  w«nt 
with  stealthy  steps  through  the 
snow,  to  hciir  (he  vroriJs  of  inspira- 
lion  deli\-cml  by  n  holy  mnn  at  her 
fkllicr's  house;  while  her  father 
with  a  drawn  sword  gtiardcd  the 
entrance,'    Memoirs,  i.  7. 

*  '  I  asked  him  (writes  Boswell  1 
what  works  of  Kichud  Baxter's  I 
abouU  read.  He  said,  "  Read  any 
of  ihem  ;  ihey  are  all  good." '  /,/'/>, 
ir.  936.  This  is  a  somewhat  daring 
fisscrdon.  for  '  in  forty  years  Baxter 
wrote  168  books,  85  of  them  quarto 
volumes.'  Printed  uniformly  in  oc- 
tavo they  would  fill  'nearly  40,000 
closely  prinicd  iiagcs.'  J.  H.  Da.vies'3 
JJ/r  ofjfiirrcr.  pp.  443-4. 

His  worki  were  ordered  by  the 
University  of  Oxford  to  be  publicly 
burnt  in  the  Court  of  the  Schools, 
JaniM  Wildinit*'  Aicount  Bmik, 
p.  353.  Nevertheless  not  only  John- 
son pniscd  them,  but  Barroiv  said 
that '  Baxter's  practical  writings  wore 
never  mended,  and  his  contr(1^'cniial 
onca    seldom   confuted.'      Calamy's 


Baxter,  ed.  1703,  p.  701, 

In  it  note  do  the  Life,  iv.  336, 1 
OfiWv  Hazliil's  story,  that  At  Kidder- 
minster *  Hauler  was  almost  pelled 
by  the  women  for  mainuininj^  from 
the  pulpit  Ihai "  Ilell  was  paved  with 
infants'  skulls." '  This  story  had  its 
origin,  I  conjecture,  in  the  following 
circumstance  :—' Once  a!]  the  igno- 
rant rout  were  raging  mad  against 
him  for  preaching  to  them  the  doc- 
trine of  original  sin,  and  telling  them, 
*'  That  infants  before  regeneration 
had  so  much  guilt  and  corruption 
as  made  them  loMhaome  in  the  eyes 
of  God.  Whereupon  they  vented  it 
about  in  the  ctiuniry,  that  he  preached 
that  God  h^ted  and  loathed  infants. 
So  that  they  railed  at  him  as  be 
passed  through  the  streets."'  Ca- 
lamy's  Baxter,  p.  23. 

For  his  Hutnhle  Advice  to  Parlia- 
mrnt  that  officers  be  authorired  (O 
u'hip  chose  that  cannot  pay  the  tines 
for  the  non-observance  of  the  Lord's 
day  sec  Barclay's  Inner  Lift  0/ Ike 
Religious  Soiietiei  of  the  CommoK' 
itieaUk,  tSjfi,  p.  183. 

'  'Calamy  and  Baxter  refused  the 
sets  of  Lichiicld  and  Hereford.' 
Hurnet's  Hiitory  of  Hti  Own  Time, 
cd.  [8[8,  i.  204. 

displeasure 


displeasure  did  him  so  much  honour  that  I  loved  him  the  better 
for  it.  I  alluded  rather  flippantly,  I  fear,  to  some  witty  passage 
in  Tom  Joms:  he  replied.  '  I  am  shocked  to  hear  you  quote 
from  so  vicious  a  book.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  you  have  read  it ; 
a  confession  which  no  modest  lady  should  e%'er  make  '.  I  scarcely 
know  a  more  corrupt  work.'  I  thanked  him  for  his  correctioa; 
assured  him  I  thought  full  as  ill  of  it  now  as  be  did,  and  had 
only  read  it  at  an  age  when  I  was  more  subject  to  be  caught  by 
the  wit.  than  able  to  discern  the  mischief.  Oi  Joseph  Andreua 
I  declared  my  decided  abhorrence'.  \lc  went  so  far  as  to  refuse 
to  I-'idding  the  great  talents  which  arc  ascribed  to  him,  and 
broke  out  into  a  noble  panegyric  on  his  competitor.  Richardson ; 
who,  he  said,  wis  as  superior  to  him  in  talents  as  in  virtue  ;  and 
whom  he  pronounced  to  be  the  greatest  genius  that  had  shed  its 
lustre  on  this  path  of  literature  '.     Memoirs,  i.  i68. 


•  Mi«9  numeyjvt  the  age  of  seven- 
teen recorded  in  her  Diary  : — *  I  am 
now  going  to  charm  myself  for  the 
third  time  with  poor  Stcmc's  Sen- 
timenial  Journey .'  Early  Ih'ury  &/ 
J-'.  Humey,  \.  45.  At  Stieatham  she 
recorded  a  conversation— Johnson 
yns  noi  present  when  'Candi^was 
produced,  and  Mrs.  Thrale  read 
aJoud  the  part  concerning  Pi^o- 
turtmU;  imd  rc.-illy  ihc  cap  filled  so 
well  ihal  Mr-  Seward  could  not 
attempt  10  dispute  it.'  Mine:.  D'Ar- 
blay's  Diary,  ed.  1843,  i.  aa6, 

•  '  I  never  read  Joseph  Andrews,' 
said  Johnson,    l.ift,  i\.  174. 

•  /b.  ii.  48,  1 73 ;  ante,  \.  382. 
Smollett    describes    Rich.irdson's 

noTcIa  as 'a  species  of  writing  equally 
new  and  extraordinary,  where,  min- 
gled with  much  superfluity,  we  find 
a  sublime  system  of  ethics,  an  juT)^- 
ing  knowledge  and  command  nf 
human  nature.'  History  0/  England, 
ed,  1800,  V.  382. 

Hs»nah  More  wrote  in  iSsa:— 
'  I  have  been  redlly  looking  for  Irmc 
to  read  one  or  two  of  Waller  Scott's 


novels,  Tn  my  youth  C/(W7>Tit  and  5i> 
Ckarlti  Grandiinn  were  theTeigoing 
crtertainment.    Whatever  obji 
mny  he   made  to  them   in 
refi[iect*,  the>'ContHtn  more  m 
of  virtue  and  snund  moral  prim 
than  hftlf  the  books  called  noraL' 
Memoirs,  iv,  145, 

'  Kiehard  son's  conversation,' writes 
Hawkins  (p.  384 1,  'was  of  the 
preceptive  kind,  but  it  wanted  ite 
diversity  of  Johnson's,  and  had 
no  intermixture  of  wit  and  fanmoor. 
Kichardson  could  never  relate  ■ 
pleaanni  story,  and  hardly  rcllsb  OM 
told  by  another :  he  was  ever  think* 
ing  of  his  own  writings,  and  hstauog 
to  the  praises  which,  with  an  emuloai 
profusion,  his  friends  were  inces- 
santly twstowing  on  them  :  he  wocU 
sc-irce  enter  into  free  convetsMioa 
with  any  one  that  be  thought  lad 
nut  read  C/artJia  or  Sir  CkvUi 
Oratuiison,  and  at  best,  he  cooM  wt 
be  said  to  be  a  oompaBionable  man-* 
Neither  was  Hawkins  'a  dubiUe 
man.'     ZJ/e,  i.  27,  «. 

'That  Richardson  (with  all  hit 

The 


Anecdotes  by  Hannah  More, 


191 


Adclphi,  178a. 

TTjc  other  evening  they  carried  me  to  Mrs.  Ord's  assembly*; 
I  was  quite  dressed  for  the  purpose.  Mrs.  Garrick  gave  me 
an  elegant  cap,  and  put  it  on  herself;  so  that  I  was  quite  sure 
of  being  smart:  but  how  short-lived  is  all  human  joy  I  and  see 
what  it  is  to  live  in  the  country !  When  1  came  into  the  draw- 
ing-rooms, I  found  them  full  of  company,  every  human  creature 
in  deep  mourning,  and  I,  poor  I,  all  gorgeous  in  scarlet.  I  never 
recollected  that  the  mourning  for  some  foreign  Wilhclmina 
Jatjuclina.  was  not  over.  However  T  got  over  it  as  well  as  I 
could,  made  an  apology,  lamented  the  ignorance  in  which  I  had 
lately  lived,  and  I  hope  this  false  step  of  mine  will  be  buried  in 
oblivion-  There  was  all  the  old  set.  the  Johnsons,  the  Burneys, 
the  Chaponcs',  the  Thrales,  the  Smelts  \  the  Pepyscs'.  the 
Ramsa)'^ ',  and  so  on  ad  infinitum.  Even  Jacobite  Johnson  *  was 
in  deep  mourning.     Memoirs,  \.  1 70. 

London,  1780. 

I  was,  the  other  night,  at  Mrs.  Ord's.    Every  body  was  there, 
and  in  such  a  crowd  I  thought  myself  well  off  to  be  wedged  in 


twaddle  I  is  better  thin  Fielding,  I  am 
quite  certain.  There  is  noltiia^  at  ;iJI 
eompaiablc  to  Lovcliice  in  all  Field- 
ing, whose  charicieis  are  coDimoii 
&nd  vulgar  lyyiti  of  squires,  ostlers, 
XaAy'a  quids,  &1;..  very  easily  driiwn. 
.  . .  Think  of  Clariita  bcitiK  one  of 
Alfred  de  Musscc's  favouriii*  bimlct. 
It  mninded  ne  of  our  Tennyson 
,  ,  .  <i  his  once  saying  to  mc  of 
Clariisa,  "I  love  those  large  sliU 
books."'  iMterr  of  Ethuard  Fits- 
gtrald^'ix.  131,  343. 

•  Johnson  mentions  going  to  Mrs. 
Ord'a  in  April,  r78o.  LttUrs,  ti.  146, 

149- 

•  Th«  '  adminblc'  Mrs.  Chaponc. 
U/e,  iv.  346 :  Lttlen,  ii.  141- 

•  lb.  ii.  149,  n.  4.  '  Mr.  Smelt,* 
writes  H.  More  {^ftmoirs,  \.  274  , 
*  i#»«  preceptor  to  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
and  a.s  he  would  receive  no  settled 
appointment  he  is  disiingoished   by 


the  high  appelhtion  of  the  King's 
friend.'  This  appellation  is  to  be  dis- 
tinguished from  that  of  the  Court 
faaion— 'the  King's  friends.'  Ufit 
iv,  165,  H.  3. 

*  Anit,  i.  344. 

Mr.  Pepys,  advising  Hannah  More 
to  choose  interesting  subjects  for  her 
letters,  as  they  might  hereafter  be 
published,  continues :—' Why  don't 
you  wear  your  ring,  my  dear  ?*  says 
a  father,  in  some  play,  to  his  dHUghter. 
'Uccausc.  papa,  it  hurts  me  when 
anybody  squceics  my  hand."  '  What 
business  have  you  to  have  your  hand 
Etjuccied?'  'Certainly  not;  but 
atill  yu'U  know,  papi,  one  \«'Ould  like 
111  ktf|)  it  in  .iqui£s.tbU  order'  !ite- 
m/nrs,  iii.  380. 

'  Li/f,  iii.  331. 

*  For  JotuiBon's  'afTectation  of 
Jacobitisin '  see  il).  \.  429. 

with 
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with  Mr.  Smelt,  Laagton.  Ramsay,  and  Johnson.  Johnson  told 
mc  he  had  been  with  the  king  that  morning,  who  enjoined  htm 
to  add  Spencer  [jiV]  to  his  Lives  of  the  Poets  *.  I  seconded  the 
motion  ;  he  protnuied  to  think  of  it,  but  said  the  booksellers  had 
not  included  him  in  their  list  of  the  poets ".  .  . . 

Instead  of  going  to  Audley  Street ',  where  I  was  invited, 
I  went  to  Mrs,  Reynolds's*,  and  sat  for  my  picture.  Just  as 
she  began  to  paint,  in  came  Dr.  Johnson,  who  st.aid  the  whole 
time,  and  said  good  things  by  way  of  making  nie  look  well 
I  did  not  forget  to  ask  him  for  a  page  for  your  racmorandiun 
book  ^  and  he  promised  to  write,  bLt  said  you  ought  to  be  con- 
tented with  a  quotation ;  this,  however,  I  told  him  you  would 

not  accept.     Memoirs,  \.  1 74.. 

Loados.  i7St. 

Mrs.  B."  having  recently  desired  Johnson  to  look  over  her 

new  play  of  the  '  Siege  of  Sinopc'  before  it  was  acted,  he  aJways 

found  means  to  evade  it ;  at  last  she  pressed  him  so  closely 

that  he  iictually  refused  to  do  it.  and  told  her  that  she  herself, 

by  carefully  looking  it  over,  would  be  able  to  see  if  there  was 

any  thing  amiss  as  well  as  he  could.  '  Hut,  sir,'  said  she, '  I  have 

no  time.    I  have  already  so  many  irons  in  the  fire/    '  Why 

then,  madam,'  said  he,  (quite  out  of  patience)  'the  best  thing 

I  can  advise  you  to  do  is,  to  put  your  tragedy  along  with  yoor 

irons.'    Memoirs,  \.  aoo. 

Lonleii,  i;Hi. 

'  Praise,"  says  Dr.  Johnson, '  is  the  tribute  which  every  man  is 
expected  to  pay  for  the  grant  of  perusing  a  manuscript  V  .  . . 
Think  of  Johnson's  having  apartments  in  Grosvcoor  Sqojire'l 


•  Lift^W.  410. 

•  -The  edition  of  Tke  English 
Poeis  was  not  an  undertaking  dirtcted 
by  Johnson,  but  lie  was  lo  furnish 
a  Preface  and  Life  to  any  poet  the 
booksellers  pleased.'    fb.  iii.  137. 

'  Mrs.  Uoscawen's  house.  See 
Memoirs^  \.  162. 

•  Hannah  Mote  hitheno  has 
generally  spoken  of  her  a«  Miss  Rey- 
nolds. She  was  born  in  1739  (Tay- 
lor's Rtyitoldt,  {.  4),  and  was  fifty 
years   old.    For   her    oil-paintings. 


which,  as  her  brother  said,  'nude 
other  peitplc  laugh  and  him  ay,*  M 
Northcotc'B  RfyHoiilt,  ii.  160. 

*  A  colJcciion  of  amocraplis  d 
eminent  persons  which  her  sitter  «i 
making  at  that  time.  Molt  ij 
Kohcrts. 

"  Frances  Drooke.    AnU,  i.  31& 

'  For  the  'exquisite  address' oitk 
which  he  once  evaded  paying  thii 
tribute,  see  Life,  iii.  3?3. 

»  '  Mr.  Thnilc  iwrites  BoimB) 
bad  removed,  I  suppose  by  the  loii- 

but 
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but  he  says  it  is  not  half  so  convenient  as  Bolt  Court.  He  has 
just  finished  the  Poets ;  Pope  is  the  last  \  I  am  sorry  he  has  lost 
so  much  credit  by  Lord  Lyttlctun's  ;  he  treaU  him  almost 
with  contempt ;  makes  him  out  a  poor  ^sTitcr,  and  an  envious 
man ';  speaks  well  only  of  his  '  Conversion  of  St.  Paul,'  of  which 
he  says.  '  it  is  sufficient  to  sa>'  it  has  never  been  answered  *.' 
Mrs.  Montagu  and  Mr.  Pcpys,  his  two  chief  surviving  friends, 
are  \'cry  angry  *.     Memcirs^  i.  ao6. 

Limdoo.  i;8i. 
Tuesday  we  were  a  small  and  very  choice  parly  at  Bishop 
Shipley's*.      Lord  and  Lady  Spencer*.  Lord   and    Lady    Al- 


dtatioD  of  Mrs.  ThiaJe,  to  a  houM  ta 
Gros»«i»oi  Square.*    Li/e,  w.  72. 

'•Soine  limfl  in  March  [1781] 
t  litiMhed  the  Lives  of  tUe  Poets,' 
Antt,  i.  96.  On  March  j  he  wrote 
to  StrahM  that  he  had  done  tbem. 
iMterj,  ii.  307.  He  did  not  in 
wvitiag  them  keep  to  iJie  order  in 
whicb  they  were  published. 

*  Misi  More,  I  suppose,  is  think- 
ing or  the  passage  in  which  ii  is  said 
that ' Lyticlton's  leal  wa>  considered 
by  tbc  oounicfi  not  only  ai  vinli-ni, 
bui  as  acnmonious  and  iiiulignaiii.' 
Perhaps  however  she  had  in  mind 
a  passsf:e  in  the  UJ't  e/  Shenttefte. 
IVorJtj,  viii.  4ro  ;  ante,  ii.  5,  n. 

*  Johnson  describes  ii  as  '  a  trea- 
tise to  which  intrdelily  hfls  never 
been  able  lo  fabricate  a  specious 
Bosvcr.'     IVerts,  viii.  490. 

*  fJ/t,  iv.  64, 65,  H.  I ;  ante.  t.  044. 

*  Bfvtwell  records  a  dinner  on 
Thursday,  April  I3,'at  a  Uishop's, 
srheic  »•««  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds, 
Mr,  Bcrrenger,  and  some  more  com- 
pany.' He  adds,  '  I  hikve  uiifur- 
tunatdj  recorded  none  of  Jolinsun'st 
ccmveTsaiion.'  Ufi,  iv.  68.  U,  as 
Svems  most  tikely,  it  was  this  same 
dinner,  bis  failure  to  keep  a  record 

jwaa,   no   doabl,  due  ii>  liis   being 
'much  disordered  with  wine.'     His 
^Otimat   he  bad  not  kept  diligently 
VOL.  II.  O 


for  some  weeks.  I  have  little  doubt 
thai  it  was  on  Tuesday,  as  Miss 
More  says,  that  the  dinner  took 
place.  It  was  in  Passion  Week,  and 
llluu>;h  Johnson  tiiikdc  itu  *  iiitjeiiious 
defence  of  Iiis  dining  twice  abroad 
in  I'assiun  Wt^ek'  at  the  houses  of 
Bishops  (/A),  yet  1  do  not  think  he 
would  have  dined  on  the  eve  of 
Good  Friday.  On  that  day  he  wrote 
to  Mrs,  Thralc  (who  had  just  lost 
her  husband):— 'The  business  of 
Christians  Is  now  for  a  few  days 
in  lUcir  own  bosoms."  Lfttrrs, 
ii.  314. 

Shipley,  iiishop  of  St.  Asaph, 
Johnson  described  as 'knowing  and 
converaible '  iLffiers.  \.  400),  and  as 
a  man  '  who  comes  to  every  place.' 
lb.  ii.  149. 

He  and  Walson  of  Ltandaff  were 
the  only  Bishops  who.  M  a  meeting 
of  their  body  convened  by  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury  in  1787.  at  the 
instance  of  Pitt,  voted  agaitisc  the 
mainicnancc  of  the  Test  and  Cor- 
puralion  Acts,  Li/e  of  WaJton,  \. 
181. 

ilclier  manitid  his  grand-daughier. 

*  The  first  Earl  Spencer.  He  died 
in  1783.  'He  succeeded,' writes  his 
grantlson, '  to  an  enormous  pn  ipeity 
in  money,  as  well  as  land,  before  he 
was  of  age ;  and  he  died  at  forty-. 
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thori)e'.    Sir  Joshiu,    Langton,   Boswdl,   Gibbon,  and   to   my 
^reeable  surprise.  Dr.  Johnson,  were  there. 

Mrs.  Garriclc  and  he  had  nc\'er  met  since  her  bereavement'. 
I  was  heartily  disgusted  with  Mr  Boswcll,  who  came  upstairs 
afler  dinner,  much  disordered  with  winc\  and  addressed  me  in 
a  manner  that  drew  from  me  a  sharp  rebuke,  for  which  I  fancy 
he  will  not  easily  forgive  me.  Johnson  came  to  see  us  the  next 
morning,  and  made  us  a  long  visit.  On  Mrs.  Garrick's  telling 
him  she  was  always  more  at  case  with  persona  who  had  suffered 
the  same  Iq.ss  with  licr.self,  he  said  that  was  a  comfort  she  could 
seldom  ha%'C,  considering  the  superiority  of  his  merit,  and  the 
cordiality  of  their  union.  He  bore  his  strong  testimony  to 
the  liberality  of  Garrick  *.  He  reproved  mc  with  pretended 
sharpness  for  reading '  Les  Pensees  de  Pascal  V  or  any  of  the 
Port  Royal  authors,  alleging  that  as  a  good  Protestant,  [  ought 
lo  abstain  from  books  written  by  Catholics.  I  was  bcginmng  to 
stand  upon  my  defence,  when  he  took  me  with  both  hands,  and 
with  a  tear  running  down  his  cheeks, '  Child,'  said  he;*  with  the 
most  affecting  earnestness,  'I  am  heartily  glad  that  you  read 
pious  books,  by  whomsoever  they  may  be  written*.'  Mtmairs, 
\.  2IO. 

Londoo,  178  r. 

We  begin  now  to  be  a  little  cheerful  at  home ',  and  to  have  our 
small  parties.    One  such  wc  have  just  had,  and  the  day  and 


nioe  years  old,  very  much  in  debt.' 
Memoir  of  Viscount  AUhorp,  ed. 
1876;  Pr«;faM.p.  19. 

'  Second  Earl  and  Countess  Spen- 
cer.    iMttrs,  li.  65,  ff.  9,  1 1 1,  n.  3. 

•  Garrick  died  on  Jan.  ao,  1779, 

•  This  same  spring  he  went  to  the 
Hon.  Miss  Monckton's, '  certainly  in 
extraordinary  spitiLs,  and  above  all 
fear  or  awe,"  where  Johnson,  he  wiiic5, 
'  kept  me  as  quiet  as  pa&sible.'  U/t, 
iv.  109. 

•  Ante,  i.  4,37. 

'  He  gave  Doswell  a  copy  on  Good 
Friday,  1779,    Antt,  i.  87. 

'  They  were  a  change  from  T^m 
Jonet,    Ante,  ii.  190. 


'  She  was  living  with  Mrs.  Gif 
rick,  who  called  her '  her  ChapWiL* 
Gurrick:  called  her  Mmr  (the  Silt 
Muses}.  ■  Nine,'  he  said,  'you  art 
a  Sunday  iVaman'     L.ift,  \v.  961 

Of  Mrs.  Garrick  Mrs,  Piocxi  wroie 
in  1789:— 'That  v.-omaa  has  Swd 
a  vfry  wht  lift,  regular  and  stcadT 
in  her  conduct,  attentive  to  enif 
word  she  spe^iks  and  every  step  da 
treads,  decorous  in  her  manntnand 
graceful  in  her  person.'  Haynrfi 
PioMii,  cd.  laSr,  L  303.  'Tbeftti.' 
wrote  Miss  Hurney  !□  1771.  *son^ 
thing  go  peculiarly  gracefitl  ta  ^ 
motion,  and  pkasing  in  her  addrBi 
that  the  most   trifling  words  km 
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eveiung  turned  out  very  pleasant '.  Johnson  was  in  full  song;, 
and  I  quarrelled  with  him  sadly.  I  accused  him  of  not  havi:^ 
done  justice  to  the '  Allegro,'  and  '  Pcr.icroso.'  He  spoke  dis- 
paragingly of  both'.  I  praised  Lycidas,  which  he  absolutely 
abused*,  adding,  if  Milton  had  not  written  the  Paradise  Lost, 
he  would  have  only  ranked  among  the  minor  poets*:  he  was 
a  Phidias  that  could  cut  a  Colossus  out  of  a  rock,  but  could  not 
cut  heads  out  o(  cherry  stones  *. 

Boswell  brought  to  my  mind  the  whole  of  a  very  mirthful 
conversation  at  dear  Mrs.  Garnck's,  and  my  being  made  by  Sir 
William  Forbes* the  umpire  in  a  trial  of  skill  between  Garrick 
and  Boswell,  which  could  most  nearly  imitate  Dr.  Johnson's 
manner.  1  remember  I  gave  it  for  Boswell  in  familiar  con- 
versation, and  for  Garrick  in  reciting  poetry',  Mrs.  Boscawen 
shone  with  her  usual  mild  lustre.     Afemvirs,  i.  21a. 


weight  and  power,  when  spoken  by 
her  to  oblige  and  even  delight.' 
Early  Diary  of  F.  Bumey,  i.  itt. 

*  ll  was  on  April  so  the  party  was 
betd.  Boswell  writes  of  it, '  I  spent 
with  Johnion  one  of  the  happiest 
daya  that  1  remember  to  li;ive  en- 
joyed in  the  whole  Diurse  of  my  life." 
Ufe,  iv.  96. 

*  It  must  have  been  by  way  of 
contradiction,  for  in  the  Life  of 
Millon  he  says : — '  Every  man  that 
r«ads  them  reads  Ihctn  with  ptea- 

(ijre. They  are  tw«  nobtc  efforts 

of  snaginatioQ.'     Works,  vii.  ui-2. 

Dr.  Warloa,  twenty-five  years 
earlier,  spoke  of  them  as  piicms 
*  wbieh  are  now  universally  known ; 
bat  which  by  a  strange  fatality  lay 
in  a  lort  ctf  obscurity,  the  private 
enjoyment  of  a  few  curious  readers, 
liU  they  were  set  to  admirable  music 
by  Mr.  Handel.'  Essay  on  Pif^,  ed. 
1762.  I  39- 

'  Of  LyciJas  Jiihnjon  wrote  :^ 
'Suidy  no  man  could  have  fancied 
ttiAt  be  read  it  with  plcasurci  had  he 
Dotknownifacaulhor.'  WorkSi'<i\\,\i\ . 


*  /'a/'orf/jir  Zfj/ Johnson  describe* 
as  'a  poem  which,  considered  with 
respect  to  design,  may  cbiim  the  first 
place,  and  with  respect  to  pcrfomf 
ance  the  second,  among  the  pro- 
ductions o(  the  human  mind.'  lii. 
vii.  125.  Macaulay  thought  'that 
if  only  the  first  four  books  oX  Para- 
tiist  Lost  had  been  preserved  Milton 
would  then  have  been  placed  above 
Homer.'  Trevelyan's  Macaulay,  cd. 
1877,  ii-  300. 

>  Life,  iv.  305. 

*  Scott's  'lamented  Forbes."  Mar- 
T/tivn,  canto  iv.  Introduction.  See 
Uff,  V.  34- 

'  ■  I  recollect  Carticlt's  exhibiting 
him  to  trc  one  day,  as  if  saying, 
"Davy  has  some  convivial  pleasantry 
abinit  him,  bul  'lis  a  futile  fellow"  ; 
which  he  uittered  perfealy  with  the 
tone  and  air  of  Johnson.'  Jb.  ii. 
336, 

Charlotte  Bumey  describes  how 
one  day  '  Garrick  took  off  Dr.  John- 
eon  most  admirably ;  his  SM-t<r;t', 
his  piea;ing,  his  very  look,  and  his 
voice.    He  took  him  off  in  a  speech 

3  Poor 


196 


Anecdotes  by  Hannah  More. 


Loodon.  1769. 
Poor  Johnson  u  in  a  bad  state  of  health ' ;  I  fear  his  constitU' 
tion  is  broken  up:  T  am  quite  grieved  at  it,  he  will  not  leave  an 
abler  defender  of  religion  and  virtue  behind  him,  and  the 
following  little  touch  of  tenderness  which  I  heard  of  him  last 
nigfat  from  one  of  the  Turk's  Head  Club',  endears  him  to  me 
exceedingly.  There  arc  always  a  great  many  candidates  ready, 
when  any  vacancy  happens  in  that  club,  and  it  requires  no  small 
interest  and  reputation  to  get  elected  ^ ;  but  upon  Gamck's 
death,  when  numberless  applications  were  made  to  succeed  him, 
John:^on  was  deaf  to  them  all ;  he  said,  No.  there  never  could  be 
found  any  successor  worthy  of  such  a  man;  and  he  insisted 
upon  it  there  should  be  a  year's  widowhood  in  the  club,  before 
they  thought  of  a  new  election '.  In  Dr.  Johnson  some  con- 
trarieties very  harmonioui^ly  meet ;  if  he  has  too  little  charity 
for  the  opinions  of  others,  and  too  little  patience  witli  their 
faults,  he  has  the  greatest  tenderness  for  thdr  persons.  He  told 
me  the  other  day,  he  hated  to  hear  people  whine  about  meta- 
physical distresses  ^  when  there  was  so  much  want  and  hunger 
in  tiie  world.  I  told  him  I  supposed  then  he  never  wept  at  any 
tragedy  but  Jane  Shore,  who  lud  died  for  want  of  a  loaf*.     He 


that  has  stuck  im  his  gissard  cvci 

Bincc  BOttit  friendly  person  was  so 
obliging  as  10  repent  it  tn  him : 
"  Yes,  y«s,  Davy  hag  some  convivial 
pleasantries  in  him :  but  'tis  a.  (ulilc 
Fellow."  A  Utile  while  after  he  took 
him  off  in  one  of  his  cicw  convivial 
fUasantries.  "No,  Sir,  I'm  for  the 
musick  of  the  ancienii.  it  has  been 
corrupted  so." '  Early  Diary  of  F. 
Burnyy,  ii.  18a,  where  the  editor  baa 
an  inicrcsiing  note  on  '  ilie  mustck 
of  Ihe  ancients-' 

'  Tlie  entry  was  made  about  the 
middle  of  April,  Vm  his  l.atin  letter 
about  his  healih.  dated  Maiis  CaltH- 
dis.  see  Lift,  iv.  143- 

'  '  The  Ctub  which  existed  long 
without  a  name,  tut  at  Mr,  CJnrrick's 
funeraJ  became  distinguished  by  the 
title  of  The  Litekakit  Club,'  writes 


BoswcU  [Life,  L  477),  who  was  cri- 
dcnily  proud  of  the  Dante.  The 
members  however  ding  as  mnch  to 
the  title  of  The  Club  as  the  b«3d  *i 
a  Scotch  dan  clings  to  Tfx  befac 
his  niimc, 

'  '  A  single  black-ball  excludes  1 
candidate'  !b.  iii.  1 16.  Loid  Cam- 
den I  the  ex-Lord  Chancellor  ,>  ud 
(be  Bishop  of  Chester  were  rejected 
on  the  same  day,     lb.  tii.  311,  n.  i 

*  Gairick  died  on  Jan.  30,  1779 
The  ncKt  election  was  Bisfac^Sliif 
ley's  in  Nov.  17S0.  Croker's  &I^ 
•wfU,  ed.  1S44.  ii.  327. 

*  Anlt,  \.  253. 

'  'Nor  docs  Rowe  much  icieffH 
or  alfect  Ihe  auditor  except  in  /Ute 
Shore,  who  is  always  »ccn  and  \ioiA 
with  pity.'     Werks,  vii.  416. 

Charles  Bumey's   tittle  daogliis, 

called 
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called  me  a  saucy  girl ',  but  did  not  deny  the  inference.    Mtmoirs, 

i.  249- 

Ixndoi),  i;ft3. 

I  dined  very  pleasantly  one  day  last  week  at  the  Bishop  of 
Chester's '.  Johnson  was  there,  and  the  Bishop  u'as  very 
desirous  to  draw  him  out,  as  he  wished  to  show  him  ofF  to  some 
of  the  company  who  had  never  seen  him.  He  begged  inc  to  sit 
next  him  at  dinner,  and  to  devote  myself  to  making  him  talk. 
To  this  end,  I  consented  to  talk  more  than  became  me,  and  our 
stratagem  succeeded.  You  would  have  enjoyed  seeing  him  take 
me  by  the  hand  in  the  middle  of  dinner,  and  repeat  with  ao 
small  enthusiasm,  many  passages  from  the  '  Fair  Penitent  *,'  S:c. 
]  urged  him  to  lake  a  Hale  wine,  he  replied,  '  I  rant  drink 
a  HttU,  child,  therefore  I  never  touch  it.  Abstinence  is  as  easy 
to  me,  as  temperame  would  Ue  difficult.'  He  was  very  good- 
humoured  and  gay.  One  of  the  comp.-iny  happened  to  say 
a  word  about  poetry. '  Hush,  hush,'  said  he, '  it  is  dangerous  to 
say  a  word  of  poetry  before  her ;  it  is  talking  of  the  art  of  war 
before  Hannibal."  He  continued  his  jokes,  and  lamented  that 
1  had  not  married  Chatterton,  that  posterity  might  have  seen 
a  propagation  of  poets  *.    Mtmoirs^  i.  251. 

Oxtari.JuHt  13.  178J. 

Who  do  you  think  is  ray  principal  Cicerone  at  Oxford  ?  Only 
Dr.  Johnson*!  and  wc  do  so  gallant  it  about!  You  cannot 
imagine  with  what  delight  he  showed  me  every  part  of  his  own 
College  ^Pembroke),  nor  how  rejoiced  Henderson*  looked,  to 


'  l>cing  in  ihe  front  of  a  sugc-box  at 
■  cuunliy  theatre,  aad  hcajinjj  the 
wiclched  Jan«  in  vain  supplicaiinp 
**a  morxl  10  support  her  fajni&hed 
soul."  and  ciyinic  cut,  "  Ciivc  me  but 
to  eat!"  laid,  "Madame,  will  you 
have  my  ollancu."  *  H.  Moro's 
A/emoirt,  iti.  73. 

•  She  wa>  ihlrty-Kven  yean  old. 

'  On  April  33  or  34.  Lellen,  ii, 
35a  The  ititbop  wat  li«iJby  Por- 
icus.    /■«/■-,  iii.  413. 

'  B)-  Nicholaa  Kowe;  'one  of  the 
most  picasicg  tragedies  on  the  etage,' 
JohoMMi  calls  it     Workt,  vii.  406. 


He  told  Nichols  about  this  time 
that  'he  had  not  read  one  of  Rowe's 
plays ibrihirtyy^ars.'  Ufi,\v.^,H.i. 

*  Chatterton  wa&  born  in  Bristol 
in  1752,  and  Hannah  More  c^ame  to 
live  thereabout  1756.  Jfffjiu/n'rs,i.  14. 

'  He  was  the  gutst  of  Dr.  Ed- 
wiirds.  Vice- Principal  of  Jesus 
College.     iMters,  ii,  257,  «.  4. 

'  '  A  student  of  Pembroke  College, 
Celebrated  for  bis  wundcrful  acquiie* 
menu  in  Alchymy,  Judicial  Astro- 
logy,  and  other  abstruse  and  curious 
learaing.*     Life,  iv,  298. 

Richard  Sharp  told  Francis  Homer 

make 
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make  one  in  the  party.  Dr.  Adams,  the  master  of  Pembroke, 
bad  contrived  a  very  pretty  piece  of  gallantry.  We  spent  the 
day  and  evening  at  his  house.  After  dinner  Johnson  begged  to 
conduct  me  to  see  the  College,  he  would  let  no  one  show  it  me 
but  himself, — '  This  was  my  room  ;  this  Shenstone's '.'  Thai 
after  pointing  out  all  the  rooms  of  the  poets  who  had  been  of  his 
college, '  In  short,'  said  he,  *  we  were  a  nest  of  singing-birds  *  * — 


'that  though  Henderson  had  much 
qiia.ckery  before  ignorant  people  to 
sstonish  them  with  his  cecentrl cities 
of  erudition,  which  become  so  much 
a  habit  tHat  he  wns  generally  quackish 
in  tht  sclecliun  of  his  subjects,  the 
manncrwAsfullofabiliiy;  and  that  he 
had  a  very  powerful  understanding.' 
Memoirs  of  F.  Hotrter.  i.  241. 

Lamb  wrote  to  Coleridge  in  June, 
1 796 :— '  Of  the  Monody  on  Hender- 
son [  will  here  only  notice  these 
lines,  as  sapcrUiively  excellent.  That 
energetic  one,  "  Shall  I  not  praise 
thee,  scholar,  Christian,  friend."  like 
to  that  bcauiiful  clitnax  of  Shake- 
speare's "  King,  Hamlet.  Royal  Dane, 
Father^;"  "  yet  memory  turns  from 
little  men  to  thee,"  "And  spotted 
carclcis  round  their  fellow  child."' 
AiTiger's  L4t!trs  o/Lami,  \.  14. 

De  Quincey  leljs  how '  when  Hen- 
derson waj  di^p^uting  a.t  &  dinner 
party,  his  opponent  being  pressed 
by  some  ^rgumcnl  too  strong  for  his 
lo^ic  or  his  temper,  replied  by 
throwing  a  glass  of  wine  in  bis  face ; 
upon  which  Henderson  .  .  .  coolly 
wiped  it,  and  said,  '"  This,  Sir,  is 
a  digression  ;  now,  if  you  please,,  for 
the  aigument."'  Uc  Quinccy's 
Wot/is,  xii.  191. 

The  Monody  was  by  Joseph  Cottle. 

Coleridge    in    his    lines    To    thi 
Aitthvof  Poems,  &c.,  says:— 
'  Itut  lo!   your  Henderson  awakes 
the  Muse— 


W\s  Spirit  beckotted   from  the 
Mountain's  height. 

You  left  the  plain,  and  soared  toid 
richer  news! 
So  Natun:  mourned,  when  smk 
the  Kirei  Day's  light, 

With  tears  ,unscenbcforG,  spaDgliag 
her  robc«  of  night.' 

Coleridge's  foems.  cd,  1859,  p.  53. 

'  Johnson's  room  over  the  gate- 
way is  in  its  fabrii^lc  much  44  it  wu 
when  Hannah  More  saw  it;  Shea- 
stone's  is  no  longer  known, 

' '  From schoolShenMoae  was scM 
to  Pembroke  Cotlece  in  Oxford,  t 
society  whidi,  foi  half  a  century,  hu 
been  eminent  for  English  poettyasd 
elegant  literature.'  IPtv^j,  viii,  40$. 
For  a  list  of  the  eminent  men  »c« 
^fi>  '■  7S ;  where  Boswcll  aba  re- 
cords, that  'b«ng  himself  a  poet, 
Johnson  was  peculiarly  happy  ia 
mentioning  how  many  of  the  wm  «f 
Pembroke  were  poeis  ;  adding,  wiih 
a  smile  of  sportive  iriumph, "  Sir,  •« 
are  II  nest  of  singing- birds." ' 

The  College  hai  not  been  wantiCf 
in  scholars  in  later  years.  An>oa| 
my  contemporaries  were  the  late 
Dr.  Edwin  Hatch,  the  leanicd  theo- 
logian; Dr.  Hdwitrd  Moore,  ibe 
editor  of  Uanic,  and  Canon  Di»a, 
the  author  of  The  Hirtfiry  tj  lit 
Churtk  of  En^and,  and  of  Boa 
poems  than  were  sung  by  nioai 
of  last-ccntury's  nest  of  singioc* 
birds. 


'  1  '11  call  thee  Hamlet, 
King,  father,  royal  Dane.' — Act.  1.  Sc.  \. 


Here 


Anecdotes  by  Hannah  More. 


199 


*  Here  we  walked,  there  we  played  at  cricket '.'  He  ran 
over  with  pleasure  the  historj'  of  the  juvenile  days  he  passed 
there.  When  we  came  into  the  common  room ',  we  spied 
a  fine  la^^c  print  of  Johnson,  framed  and  hung  up  that  very 
moriting,  with  this  motto:  'And  is  not  Johttson  curs,  hhtt' 
self  a  host.'  Under  which  stared  you  in  the  face,  'From  Miss 
Afore  s  Saisihiliiy  '.'  This  little  incident  amused  us  ; — but  alaal 
Johnson  looks  very  ill  indeed — spiritless  and  wan.  However, 
he  made  an  effort  to  be  cheerful,  and  1  exerted  myself  much  to 
make  him  so- 

We  are  just  setting  off  to  spend  a  day  or  two  at  the  Bishop  of 
Llaiidaflr's\  near  Wallingford.  But  first  I  must  tell  you  I  am 
engaged  to  dine  on  my  return  with  the  learned  Dr.  Edwards  of 
Jesus  College,  to  meet  Dr.  Johnson,  Thomas  Warton,  and  what- 
ever else  is  most  learned  and  famous  in  this  University  ^ 
MtmoirSy  i.  adi. 


*  Johnson  mu£t  hare  pointed  to 
a  field  outside  the  College  precincts, 
for  within  them  there  wag  no  room 
for  crickeL 

■  In  ihc   Common  Room,   which 

then  stood  in  the  garden,  Johnson, 

i«  the  days  when  it  was  open  to  the 

urKicigriiduateh    '  used    lo   play  al 

draught*  with  Phil  Jones  and  Ftitd- 

yer,'     U/e,  ii,   444.     By  the  year 

1776,  in  same  of  the  Colleges,  the 

Ktidcnts   were    excluded    from   the 

Common  Room.    lb.  n.  443.    The 

Junior  Common  Room  of  Pembroke 

College  bipt  its  centenary  in  1694. 

^  'Thoujfh  purer  flames  thy  h:il- 

loVd  Kill  inspire 

Thim  e'er  were  kindted  at  the 

Muse's  lire; 
Tbcc.  mitred  Chester',  all  the 

Nine  shall  boast ; 

And  is  not  Johnson  ours?  him- 

lelf  an  host.' 

In    Ihc   Senior    Common    Room 

there  now  lianijs  a  line  poi-traii  of 

Johnson  by   Reynolds,   the   gift   of 

•  '  D'.    Bcilby   Portcus   then   Blibop   of  Chester. 


the  late  Mr.  Andrew  Spottiswoode. 

.See  t.i/e,  iv.  ijl,  «.  2. 

'  Shuts  Barringtiin.  Dr.  Wfttton 
who  succeeded  him,  settling  on  the 
banks  of  Windcrmeie,  did  nol  live 
any  nc.nrcr  his  diocrse.  and  scarcely 
ever  visited  it  After  he  had  been 
Uishop  (wcnty-scven  yean  he  boasts 
of  holding  '  a  con^rmaiion  at  a  place 
where  no  Uishop  had  ever  held  a 
confirmation  t)cforc,  Merthyr  Tid- 
vil '  With  perfect  complacency  he 
writes : — '  I  have  spent  above  iweniy 
years  in  this  delightful  country  (West- 
moreland)... I  have  much  recovered 
my  health,  entirely  preserved  my  in- 
dependence, set  an  example  of  a 
spirited  husbandry  to  the  country, 
and  honourably  provided  for  my 
family.'  Li/s  of  BuhoP  Watson,  i. 
389 :  ii.  367- 

^  For  the  sudden  rise  this  week  of 
the  '  battels'  of  many  of  the  Fellows 
and  Scholars  of  Jesus  College  sec 
Letters,  ii.  36l,  ».  I. 


Sec   hb   admirable   poem   «a 

Hoolc 
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Hoolc  ha.1  just  sent  mc  his  preface  to  his  traoslation  of 
Ariosto,  which  is  coming  out;  an  expensive  present;  since 
I  can  now  do  no  less  than  subscribe  for  the  whole  work,  and 
a  guinea  and  a  half  for  a  translation  of  a  book  from  the  original 
is  dcarisli '.  Saturday  I  went  to  Mrs.  Reynolds's  to  meet  Sir 
Joshua  and  Dr.  Johnson  ;  the  latter  is  vastly  recovered.  Our 
conversation  ran  very  much  upon  rcWi^ious  opinions,  chiefly 
those  of  the  Roman  Catholics.  He  took  the  part  of  the  Jesuits, 
and  I  declared  myself  a  Janseni^t.  He  was  very  angr>'  because 
I  quoted  Boileau's  bun  mot  upon  the  Je<iuit5,  that  they  had 
lengthened  the  creed  and  shortened  the  decalogue  ;  but  I  con- 
tinued sturdily  to  vindicate  my  old  friends  of  the  Port  Royal 
On  Tuesday  I  was  at  Mrs.  Vcsey's  asscmbi)'.  which  was  too  full 
to  be  very  pleasant.  She  dearly  loves  company;  and  as  she  is 
connected  with  almost  every  thing  that  is  great  in  the  good 
sense  of  the  word,  she  is  always  sure  to  have  too  much. 
I  inquired  aflcr  the  Shipleys,  who  had  promised  to  meet  us 
there,  and  was  told  they  had  just  sent  an  excuse  ;  for  that  Anna 
Maria  and  5ir  William '  were  at  that  moment  in  the  act  of 
marrying.  They  will  be  now  completely  banished,  but  as  tbcy 
will  be  banished  together,  they  do  not  think  it  a  hardship.  May 
God  bless  them,  and  may  his  stupendous  learning  be  sanctified! 
I  went  and  sat  the  other  morning  with  Dr.  JohiLson.  who  is  still 
far  from  well.     Our  conversation  was  very  interesting,  but  so 


'  Jeremy  Benth.im  says  thai 
'  Hoolc  goi  money  by  plays  and 
ttanslaiions,  which  he  itoi  people  to 
subscrilie  for.  He  even  asked  mc 
for  subscriptions,  though  he  lived  in 
ilyle  -asked  ru«  who  lived  in  beg- 
gary!'    Benlham's  Works,  \.  184. 

Bcntham's  characters  must  be  re- 
ceived wglh  caution.  Mil!  wrote 
00  Uct.  14,  ij)43,  about  Bowring^'s 
Ufe  of  Benihami—'yix.  Bentham's 
best  friends  well  knew — I  have  heard 
some  of  thosp  who  w*re  most  at- 
tached lo  him  l^uncnt — his  entire 
incapacity  to  estimate  the  characters 


cv«ii  of  ilioce  with  whom  he  uw- 
ciatcd  intimately. . . .  The  opinkns 
he  expressed  of  people  depended 
very  much  upon  their  personal  Tcli- 
itons  to  himself  Si»:v4y  ^i*ftir 
Co'TYs.  p.  44t- 

La  Rochefoucauld  ays  (Afui'MA 
No.  SS) :—'  L'ainour-pnipic  neos 
augmenie  ounous  dimiuuc  les  bonnet 
>q  ualiics  de  nos  amis,  \  proponioa  de 
la  salisfnciion  que  nous  avons  d'en; 
et  nous  jugcons  de  IcuT  intfrite  pai  li 
maniirc  doni  ils  vivent  avec  not*' 

*  Sir  Williuia  Joae«.  U/<,  tf. 
75.  »•  3- 

man)* 
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many  people  came  in.  that  I  began  to  feel  foolish,  and  soon 
I  snesikcd  off.  He  has  written  some  very  pretty  verses  on  his 
frtcnd  Lcvett ',  which  he  gave  mc,  and  which  I  will  send  you 
when  I  can.     He  was  all  kindness  to  me.     Memoirs,  i.  278. 

LomloH,  Mayi,,  1783. 

Saturday  we  had  a  dinner  at  home.  Mrs.  Carter,  Miss  Hamilivn, 
the  Kcnnicotts',  and  Dr.  Johnson.  Poor  Johnson  exerted  him- 
self exceedingly ;  but  he  was  very  ill  and  looked  so  dreadfully, 
that  it  quite  grieved  me*.  He  is  more  mild  and  complacent 
than  he  used  to  be.  His  sickness  seems  to  have  softened  his 
mind,  without  having  at  all  weakened  it.  I  wa«  struck  witli  the 
mild  radiance  of  this  setting  sun.  VVc  had  but  a  small  party  of 
such  of  his  friends  as  we  knew  would  be  most  agreeable  to  him, 
and  as  wx  were  all  very  attentive,  and  paid  him  the  homage 
he  both  expects  and  deserves,  he  was  very  communicative,  and 
of  course  instructive  and  delightful  in  the  highest  degree. 
Memoirs,  i.  280, 

Apri]._  1  784, 

I  had  a  very  civil  note*  from  Johnson  about  a  week  since  ;  it 
was  written  in  good  spirits  ;  and  as  it  was  a  volunteer,  and  not 
an  answer,  it  looks  as  if  he  were  really  better.  He  tells  me  he 
longs  to  sec  mc,  to  praise  the  Bas  Bleu '  as  much  as  envy  can 
praise  ; — there's  for  you  1 


■  Ufi,  U.  137- 

*  Dr.  Kcnnicott  was  K  Canon  of 
Christ  Church  and  author  o(  the 
Callaiiffns,  Li/e,  ii.  138 ;  iMterSy  ii. 
77,  ».  3. 

'  He  had  j«*i  gone  throufjh  a 
three  days' course  ut  \io.vtil  physick* 
iog.     Lttten,  ii.  394. 

*  II  hu  IDA  been  published. 

*  On  April  19  he  wrote  to  Mrs, 
Thralc ;  — '  Miw  Moore  [oVJ  h-w 
wriicca  a  poem  called  Lt  Bos  Bttu  ; 
which  is  in  my  opinion  a  very  great 
periormaace.  It  wanders  nboui  in 
manuscript.'  LftUrs,  ii.  390.  Kcc 
it.  H.  4  for  some  extracts  from  ii, 
sod  iS/i,  iv.  108.     H»niuh  More, 


in  182J,  menticning  the  death  of  Sir 
W,  W.  Pepys  says  :— '  Our  acquaint- 
ance bcg;in  itenrly  fifty  ycirs  ^o; 
he  was  the  Lcetiuj  in  my  IJllIc  pncm 
i'ht  Bos  BUu.  As  he  was  the  chief 
ornament,  so  he  ivas  ihe  last  stir- 
vivoi  of  the  select  society  which  gave 
birth  to  that  (Hfle.'    Afanot'rs,  iv, 

'  General  Panli  described  a  Blue- 
stocking  tnectin;;  very  «-cU  :~Hcrc, 
foururfivcold  ladies Inlkingfottnally, 
:knd  a  pritst  (Dr.  liAroard,  Provost 
of  Eton),  with  a  wig  like  th«  g^obe, 
sitting  in  the  middle,  as  if  he  wcic 
confessing  ihem."  Rogers's  BoS' 
■Wiiiifuia,  p.  331. 

Did 
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Did  I  tell  you  I  went  to  sec  Dr.  Johnson  ?  Miss  Rtonckton  * 
carried  me,  and  we  paid  him  a  very  long  visit  He  received  mc 
with  the  greatest  kindness  and  affection,  and  as  to  the  Bas  Bleu, 
all  the  flattery  I  ever  received  from  every  body  together  would 
not  make  up  hi:>  sum.  He  said,  but  I  seriously  insist  you  do 
not  tell  any  body,  for  I  am  ashamed  of  writit^  it  even  to  you ; — 
he  said  there  was  no  name  in  poetry  that  might  not  be  glad  to 
own  it '.  Vou  cannot  imagine  how  I  stared ;  all  this  from  John- 
son, that  parsimonious  praiser!  I  told  him  I  was  delighted  at 
his  approbation ;  he  answered  quite  characteristically,  '  And  so 
you  may,  for  I  give  you  the  opinion  of  a  man  who  docs  not 
rate  his  judgment  in  these  things  very  low,  I  can  tell  you.' 
Memoirs,  i.  319. 

1784. 

My  appointment  at  Oxford  was  to  flirt  with  Dr.  Johnson,  but 
he  was  a  recreant  knight,  and  had  deserted '.  He  had  been  (br 
a  fortnight  at  the  house  of  my  friend  Dr.  Adams,  the  bead  of 
Pembroke,  with  Mr.  Boswcll ;  but  the  latter  being  obliged  to 
go  to  town,  Johnson  was  not  thought  well  enough  to  remain 
behind,  and  after^vards  to  travel  by  himself;  so  that  he  Icfl  my 
friend's  house  the  very  day  I  got  thither,  though  they  told  rae 
he  did  me  the  honour  to  be  very  angry  and  out  of  humour,  that 
I  did  not  come  so  soon  as  1  had  promised.  I  am  grieved  to  find 
that  his  mind  is  still  a  prey  to  meianeholy,  and  that  the  fear  of 
death  operates  on  him  to  the  destruction  of  his  peace  It  is 
grievous — it  is  unaccountable!  He  who  has  the  Christian  hope 
upon  the  best  foundation ;  whose  faith  is  strong,  whose  morals 
are  irreproachable*!  But  I  am  willing  to  ascribe  it  to  bad 
nerves,  and  bodily  disease.     Memoirs,  i.  330. 


"  Life,  iv.  108.  n.  4. 

•  Johnson  said  to  Mrs,  Thrale: — 
*  I  kaow  nobody  whg  blasts  by  praise 
as  you  do;  lur  whi^ncvcr  there  is 
exaggerated  praise  everybody  is  set 
against  a  character."  lb.  iv.  81,  See 
also  i6.  iii.  225.  where  Mrs.  Thrale 
said;— 'I  do  not  know  for  cer- 
tain what  will  pLcase  Dr.  Johnson; 
but  I  kn^iw  for  ccitiin  that  it  will 
displease   him  to   praise  anything, 


even  what  he  like*,  fOtttM^Ulisl 

*  He  went  to  Oxferd  aa  Jwb'A 
1784,  and  left  it  on  June  19.  14/>'t 
iv.  2S3,  3M. 

*  'Mrs.  Adaus.  "Vnu  seem, St. 
to  forget  the  media  of  our  Redeemef." 
Johnson.  *'  MadAm,  i  do  i>ot  for- 
get the  nicrita  of  nty  Kcdccrau ;  but 
my  Redeemer  has  said  that  be  «fl 
set  some  on  his  right  hand  and  vome 
00    his   left."— lie  was  in  gtoomy 

Poor 
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Hamplon,  Det/mftr,  i;8|. 

Poor  dear  Johnson !  he  is  past  all  hope.  The  dropsy  has 
broi^ht  him  to  the  point  of  death ;  his  legs  are  scarified :  but 
nothing  will  do.  I  have,  however,  the  comfort  to  hear  that  his 
dread  of  dying  is  in  a  great  measure  subdued  ;  and  now  he 
says  '  the  bitterness  of  death  is  past '.'  He  sent  the  other  day 
for  Sir  Joshua ;  and  after  much  serious  conversation  told  him 
he  had  three  favours  to  b^  of  him,  and  he  hoped  he  would  not 
refuse  a  dying  friend,  be  they  what  they  would.  Sir  Joshua 
promised.  The  first  was  that  he  would  never  paint  on  a  Sunday ; 
the  second  that  he  would  forgive  him  thirty  pounds  that  he  had 
lent  him,  as  he  wanted  to  leave  them  to  a  distressed  family;  the 
third  was  that  he  would  read  the  bible  whenever  he  had  an 
opportunity;  and  tliat  he  would  never  omit  it  on  a  Sunday. 
There  was  no  difficulty  but  upon  the  first  point ;  but  at  length 
Sir  Joshua  promised  to  gratify  him  in  all '.  How  delighted 
should  I  be  to  hear  the  dying  discourse  of  this  great  and  good 
man,  especially  now  that  faith  has  subdued  his  fears.  I  wish 
I  could  sec  him. 

[As  the  very  interesting  particulars  contained  in  the  following 
letter,  found  among  Mrs.  H,  More's  papers,  may  not  be  generally 
known,  we  shall  perhaps  be  excused  for  interrupting  the  series  of 
her  letters  by  fts  insertion. — Note  by  Roberts.] 

Mv  DEAR  Friend, 
I  ought  to  apologize  for  delaying  so  long  to  gratify  your  wishes 
and  fulBl  my  promise,  by  committing  to  paper  a  conversation 


agituion,  and  said,  "  I'll  ha^-e  no 
more  on 't." '    Lffir.  iv.  300, 

Mrs.  Adams  did  noi  outlive  bim 
m&ay  months.  Early  in  tl^c  jummcr 
of  1785  Hannah  More  records  i-d/^- 
iminrj,  i.  404):— 'The  wife  of  Dr. 
AdAins  is  dead,  and  his  friends  pre- 
vailed on  tuiu  lo  set  out  Cor  London, 
to  be  oui  of  the  way  during  the  last 
sad  ceremonies;  so  he  came  to  the 
hotel  new  to  us,  in  order  for  me  lo 
devote  myself  to  bim  as  much  as 
possible.  Our  Urn  meeting  was  very 


affecting.  I  never  saw  anything:  so 
meelc  and  so  resigned.  But  it  is 
a  heavy  blow  at  almost  eighty.' 

'  '  Surely  the  bitterness  of  death 
is  pasL'     I  Sam.  xv.  32. 

"The  Doctor,  from  the  time  thac 
he  wns  certain  his  death  was  near, 
appeared  (o  be  perfectly  resigned.' 
/.i/e,  iv.  417  ;  an/e.  i.  448  ;  ii.  127. 

'  Boswell  says  that  'Sir  Joshua 
readily  acquiesced.'  /.i/e,  iv.  414. 
Tlic  first  promise  he  did  not  keep. 
/&.  tt.  I.    See  ante,  ii.  j. 

which 
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which  1  bad  with  the  late  Re\-.  Mr.  Stoiry,  of  Colchester,  re- 
specting Dr.  Johflsoo.  I  will  now  howc\-cr  proceed  at  ODCe 
to  record,  to  the  best  of  my  recollectioo,  the  substance  of  our 
discourse. 

VVc  were  riding  together  near  Colchester,  when  I  asked 
Mr.  Storry  whether  he  had  ever  heard  that  Dr.  Johnson  ex- 
pressed ijreat  di<i.satisraction  with  himself  on  the  approach  of 
death,  and  that  in  reply  to  friends,  who,  in  order  to  comfort  him, 
spoke  of  bis  writings  in  defence  of  virtue  and  rel^on,  he  had 
said,  'admitting  all  you  urge  to  be  true,  how  can  I  tell  when 
I  have  done  enough  '.* 

Mr.  S.  assured  me  that  what  I  had  just  mentioned  was  perfectly 
correct :  and  then  added  the  following  interesting  particulars. 

Dr.  Johnson,  said  he,  did  feel  as  you  describe,  and  was  not  to 
be  comforted  by  the  ordinary  topics  of  consolation  which  were 
addressed  to  him.  In  consequence  he  desired  to  sec  a  clci^yroan, 
and  particularly  described  the  views  and  character  of  the  person 
whom  he  wished  to  consult.  After  some  consideration  a  Mn 
WiAStanlcy  was  named,  and  the  Dr.  requested  Sir  John  Hawkins 
to  write  a  note  in  his  name,  requesting  Mr.  W.'s  atteadance  as 
a  minister*. 

Mr.  W.,  who  was  in  a  ^trf  weak  state  of  health,  was  quite 
overpowered  on  receiving  the  note,  and  felt  appalled  by  the  very 
thought  of  encountering  the  talents  and  learning  of  Dr.  Johnson. 
In  his  embarrassment  he  went  to  his  friend  Colonel  Pownall,  and 
told  him  what  had  happened,  asking,  at  the  same  time,  for  his 
advice  how  to  act.  The  Colonel,  who  was  a  pious  man,  urged 
him  immediately  to  follow  what  appeared  to  be  a  remarkable 
leading  of  providence,  and  for  the  time  ai^ued  his  friend  out  of 
his  nervous  apprehension  :  but  after  he  had  left  Colonel  Pownall, 
Mr.  W.'s  fears  returned  in  so  great  a  degree  as  to  prevail  upoo 
him  to  abandon  the  thought  of  a  personal  interview  with  the  Dr. 
He  determined  in  consequence  to  write  him  a  letter:  that  letter 
I  think  Mr.  Storry  said  he  had  seen, — at  least  a  copy  of  it.  and 
part  of  it  he  repeated  to  me  .i.s  follows: — 

Sir — I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  honour  of  your  note,  and  an 


'  Aitti^K.  ij6. 


•  Hawkin»  luu  no  mention  otf  thit. 


very 
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x-cry  sorry  that  the  state  of  my  health  prevents  my  compliance 
with  your  request ;  but  my  nerves  arc  so  shattered  that  I  feel 
as  if  I  should  be  quite  confounded  by  your  presence,  nnd  instead 
of  promoting,  should  only  injure  the  cause  in  which  you  desire 
my  aid.  Permit  me  therefore  to  write  what  I  should  wish  to 
say  were  I  present.  I  can  easily  conceive  what  would  be  the 
subjects  of  your  inquiry.  I  can  conceive  that  the  vitws  of  your- 
self have  changed  with  your  condition,  and  that  on  the  near 
approach  of  death,  what  you  once  cunsidered  mere  peccadillos 
have  risen  into  mountains  of  guilt,  while  your  best  actions  have 
dwindled  into  nothing.  On  whichever  side  you  look  you  see 
only  positive  transgressions  or  defective  obedience  ;  and  hence, 
in  sclf-despair,  are  eagerly  inquiring  '  What  shall  I  do  to  be 
saved?'  I  say  to  you,  in  the  language  of  the  Baptist,  *  lichold 
the  Lamb  of  God ! '  &c.  &c 

When  Sir  John  Hawkins  came  to  this  part  of  Mr.  W.'s  letter, 
the  Dr.  interrupted  him,  anxioa'ily  asking,  *  Dees  he  say  so? 
Read  it  again!  Sir  John.'  Sir  John  complied  :  upon  which  the 
Dr.  said, '  I  must  sec  that  man  ;  write  again  to  him.'  A  second 
note  was  accordingly  sent ;  but  even  this  repeated  solicitation 
could  not  prevail  over  Mr.  Winstanlcy's  fears.  He  was  led, 
however,  by  it  to  write  again  to  the  Doctor,  renewing  and  en- 
larging upon  the  subject  of  his  first  letter;  and  these  communi- 
cations, together  with  the  conversation  of  the  late  Mr.  Latrobe  ', 
who  was  a  particular  friend  of  Dr.  Johnson,  appear  to  have  been 
blessed  by  God  in  bringing  this  great  man  to  the  renunciation  of 
self,  and  a  simple  reliance  on  Jesus  as  his  Saviour,  thus  also 
communicating  to  him  that  peace  which  he  had  found  the  world 
could  not  give,  and  which  when  the  world  was  fading  from  his 
view,  was  to  fdl  the  void,  and  dissipate  the  gloom,  even  of  tlic 
valley  of  the  shadow  of  death.     Memoirs,  i.  376. 


H.  Moke  to  her  sister. 

H»m[iton»,  1785. 

Mr.  Pepys  wrote  me  a  very  kind  letter  on  the  death  of  Johnson, 
thinking  f  should  be  impatient  to  hear  something  relating  to  his 
last  hours.     Dr-  Brocklcsbyj  his  physician,  was  with  him ;  he 


A  Motdvian.    Li/f,  iv.  410. 


•  At  Mrs.  Carrick's  house, 
said 
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said  to  him  a  little  before  he  died,  Doctor,  you  arc  a  worthy 
man.  and  my  friend,  but  I  am  afraid  you  are  not  a  Christian ! 
what  can  I  do  better  for  you  than  offer  up  in  your  presence 
a  prayer  to  the  great  God  that  you  may  become  a  Christian  in 
my  sense  of  the  word.  Instantly  he  fell  on  his  knees,  and  put 
up  a  fervent  prayer ;  when  he  got  up  he  caught  hold  of  his  hand 
with  great  earnestness,  and  cried,  Doctor,  you  do  not  say  Amen. 
The  Doctor  looked  foolishly,  but  after  a  pauw,  cried.  Amen ! 
Johnson  said,  My  dear  doctor,  belte^'e  a  dying  man,  there  is  no 
salvation  but  in  the  sacrifice  of  the  Lamb  of  God  ;  go  home, 
^vrite  down  my  prayer,  and  every  word  I  have  said,  and  bring  it 
mc  to-morrow.     Brocklesby  did  so'. . . . 

No  action  of  his  life  bccaoie  him  like  the  leaving  it.  His  death 
makes  a  kind  of  era  in  literature*  ;  piety  and  goodness  will  not 
easily  find  a  more  able  defender,  and  it  is  delightful  to  see  him 
set,  as  it  were,  his  dying  seal  to  the  professions  of  his  life,  and  to 
the  truth  of  Christianity.    Afemoirs,  i.  39a. 

Adelpbl.  ifS^ 
Boswell  tcl]s  me  he  is  printing  atttc^otes  of  Johnson,  not  his 
/(/<•,  but,  as  he  has  the  vanity  to  call  it,  ^xia pyramid^.  I  besought 
his  tenderness  for  our  virtuous  and  most  revered  departed  fncnd, 
and  begged  he  would  mitigate  some  of  his  asperities.  He  saidi 
roughly, '  He  would  not  cut  off  bis  claws,  nor  make  a  tiger  a  cat, 
to  please  anybody*.'  It  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  a  very  amusing 
book,  but  I  hope  not  an  indiscreet  one ;  he  has  great  enthusiasm, 
and  some  fire*.    Memoirs,  i.  403. 


'  Life,  iv.  414,  416;  atUe,  \\,  146, 

"S3- 

'  '  Hi;  hits  made  :l  chasm,  which 
not  only  nothing  can  Jill  up,  but 
which  Doihing  bas  a  Icndency  to  fill 
up."     U/€.  iv,  420. 

'  'What  Boswell  was  printing  in 
1785  was  y\\%  Journal  of  a  Tour  to 
tlu  HeMdei. 

*  Life.  i.  30. 

>  The  roilowing  is  eadorsed  on 
a  letter  addressed  by  Doswell  to 
Lord  Buch3.D  on  Jan.  5,  1767 : — 
*Boswell   was    my  relative   by   his 


mother....  In  consequence  of  a  letter 
be  wrote  to  me  I  desired  him  to  CftD 
at  Mr,  Pitfs,  and  took  care  to  be 
with  him  when  he  v,-as  iatroduced- 
. . ,  Boswcll  came  in  Che  Conican 
dress  and  presented  a  leuer  fnxn 
Paoli.  Lord  Chatham  smiled,  boi 
received  him  very  graciously  ta  lai 
pompous  man  tier.  Bos  well  had 
genius,  but  wanted  biilbuit  to  coai^ 
teract  his  whim.  He  preferred  being 
a  showman  to  keeping  a  shop  of  bit 
own.'  Ilitcktui  MSS.  quoted  ia 
Cralcei*9  Botu>e/t,  x.  IS2. 

I  remember 
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I  remember  that  my  dear  old  Dr.  Johnson  once  asked  me, 
•What  was  the  greatest  compliment  you  could  pay  to  an 
author?'  I  replied,  'To  quote  him'.'  'Thou  art  right,  my 
child,'  said  he.    Metitoirs,  iv.  20. 

Dr.  Johnson  once  said  to  mc :  '  Never  mind  whether  they 
praise  or  abuse  your  writings;  anything  is  tolerable,  except 
oblivion'.*    Memoirs,  n.  169, 

*I  have  lost  so  many  of  my  contemporaries  within  the  last 
year  [1R24]  that  I  am  ready  to  ask  with  Dr.  Johnson.  "  where  is 
the  world  into  which  I  was  bom  i* "  '    MrmvirSt  iv.  ao^. 

l8ag  [Friruary  or  Miir£h\ 

Joy,  joy,  joy  to  you,  to  me  !  Joy  to  the  individual  victorious 
Protestant !  Joy  to  the  great  Protestant  cause!  That  dear  valu- 
able Sir  T.  Acland  brought  the  first  news  of  a  great  majority^; 
and  though  I  could  scarcely  doubt  of  our  success,  yet  I  applied 
the  words  once  used  to  me  by  my  old  friend,  Dr.  Johnson, '  My 
dear.  I  mu.st  always  doubt  of  that  which  has  not  yet  happened.' 
Mtmoirs,  iv.  197. 


*  Perhaps  she  got  this  from  Tk« 
T^lfr,  No.  205.  where  it  is  said  of 
Dr.  South :— '  The  best  way  co  pnuse 
this  author  is  to  quote  him.' 

•  Zj/t,  iii.  37S;  V.373- 

In  1803  wniinir  of  the  attacks 
made  an  her,  including '  Three  yeare' 
monthly  Attack  from  the  Antt- 
Jatcbin!  she  says ; — '  1  have  lo 
lamenl  that  ihmiiKl>  <Tiy  want  of  his 
[Buna's]  faith  and  piety,  ihcy  had 
nearly  destroyed  my  life.  In  one 
thing  (mly  I  had  the  advantage, 
I  never  once  replied  to  my  calum- 
niators.' ilf^jwwri-,  iii.  203.  To  judge 
by  the  index  of  the  AHti-jMobin  the 
snacks  were  rather  yearly  than 
mootbly.  In  the  volume  for  iSo:. 
p.  439,  she  it  charged  '  with  liavin^ 
received  the  Sacrament  from  ihe 
hands   of  Mr.  Jay,  the   pastor  of 


a  dissenting  mcetin£-house  at  Rath.' 
The  sajnc  orthodox  Review  quotes 
(1803,  p.  419I  from  a  scurrilous  IJ/t 
of  HtmHoh  More  a  foul  attack  on 
her,  in  which  it  is  implied  that  at 
the  expense  of  her  chastity  '  she  pur- 
chased  aii  annuity  of  /!2oo  at  a  vtty 
ioiy  niW  [the  italics  are  in  the 
orijjinal].  The  canting  reviewer  adds 
that '  such  loose  imputations  disgrace 
the  hiograplier.' 

'  The  news  was  the  defeat  of  Peel 
at  the  Oxford  University  election, 
when  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  he 
brought  in  their  C.itholic  Relief  Bill. 
•The  Convocation,'  wrote  Creville 
on  Feb,  27,  '  presents  a  most  dis- 
graceful scene  nf  riut  and  uproar.' 
C.  C.  Greville'g /twirjM/j,  ed.  J874, 
18t  Scr.  i.  177. 


ANECDOTES  AND  REMARKS 
BY  BISHOP  PERCY 


[The  following  anecdotes  and  remarks  are  taken  from  the 
third  edition  of  Dr.  Robert  Anderson's  Lift  ef  JehHson. 
published  in  1815.  They  liad  been  recorded  by  Percy,  in  1805, 
in  an  interleaved  copy  of  the  second  edition.  A  few  of  his 
entries  arc  not  worth  TcpriiUiiig ;  others  I  have  already  in- 
corporated as  notes,  and  so  do  not  include  here.] 


At  Stourbridge  Johnson's  genius  was  so  di.ttinguished  that, 
although  little  better  than  a  school*boy,  he  was  admitted  into 
the  best  company  of  the  place,  and  had  no  common  attentioa 
paid  to  his  conversation ;  of  which  reoiarlcable  instances  were 
long  remembered  there'.  He  had  met  even  with  George, 
afterwards  Lord  Lyttlcton  ;  with  whom,  having  some  colloquial 
disputes,  he  Ls  .supposed  to  have  conceived  that  prejudice  which 
so  improperly  influenced  him  in  the  Life  of  that  worthy  noble- 
man'. But  this  could  scarcely  have  happened  when  he  u-as 
a  boy  of  fifteen,  and,  therefore,  it  is  probable  he  occasionaUy 


•  Bridgenorth,  Percy's  binhplace, 
it  only  n  fe«*  miles  fr«in  Stourbridge. 
He  was  Johnson's  junior  by  nineteen 
years. 

■  Ufi.  iv.  57.  AnU,  i.  257. 
Percy,  who  was  chaplain  to  the 
King,  devoted  Lo  Ihe  Duke  of 
Nonhumbcrland,  and  whose  wife 
had  been  nurse  to  Prince  Edward 
\aMle,  ii.  64),  was  naturally  shacked 
at  Johnson's  ridicule    of  a   worthy 


nobleman  but  a  poor  writer.  Jobs- 
son  disliked  moreorer  'th«  mofl 
vulyar  Whigtistn'  of  L)-ttclwa'i 
History  0/  Henry  It.  IJ/e,  ii.  ill. 
Hume  NkTOIe  to  Adam  Sniiifa  on  Jul; 
14,  1767:— 'Have  you  read  LoH 
LylCclton?  Do  you  not  admire  htt 
Whiggcry  and  his  Piety ;  Qualities 
so  uselul  both  for  this  M-orld  and  the 
next?*  MSS.  Royat  Socitty  ■/ 
Edinbttrgh, 

visited 
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visited  Stourbridge,  during^  his  residence  nt  Binningham,  before 
he  removed  to  London  '.    (Pages  20,  6(S.) 

Johnson's  countenance  was  not  so  harah  and  rugged  as  has 
b«€n  mUrepresented,  and  no  otherwise  disfigured  by  the  King's 
Evil  than  its  having  a  scar  under  one  of  his  jaws,  where  some 
humour  had  been  opened,  but  afterwards  healed.  And  this 
being  only  a  simple  scar,  attended  with  no  discoloration,  excited 
no  disgust'.    (Page  15.) 

His  countenance,  when  in  a  good  humour,  was  not  disagree- 
able. Mis  face  clear,  lii^  complexion  good,  and  his  features 
not  ill-formed,  many  iadics  have  thought  they  might  not  be 
unattractive  when  he  was  young  ^.  Much  misrepresentation 
has  prevailed  on  this  subject  among  such  as  did  not  personally 
know  him.    (Page  49.) 

That  he  had  some  whimsical  peculiarities  of  the  nature 
described  [by  Boswcll,  Life,  i.  484],  is  certainly  true  ;  but  there 
is  no  reason  to  believe  they  proceeded  from  any  superstitious 
(notivcs.  wherein  religion  was  concerned  ;  they  are  rather  to  be 
ascribed  to  his '  mental  distempers."    (Page  4H7.) 

If  Johnson  appeared  a  little  unwieldy,  it  was  owing  to  the 
defect  of  his  sight,  and  not  from  corpulency.    (Page  468.) 

Johnson  was  so  extremely  short-sighted*,  that   he  had  no 


*  That  this  is  not  likely  is  shown 
by  a  passage  tn  one  of  tiis  Letters 
(1.177)  where  tpeakingof  :i  pmposed 
visit  to  Mr.  Lyttclton  at  Haglcy, 
near  Stourbridge,  be  says;— 'I 
fthoold  \\x^K  t»d  the  opportunity  . . . 
of  recalling  the  image*  of  sixteen 
aad  reviewing  my  conversations  with 
poor  Ford.'  Sec  Lift,  \.  4V'  He 
teems  10  have  met  L/tidcon  aX  Mr. 
Fftzherbert's,    Ante,  i.  as7- 

'  rufe,  i.  94. 

*  Attit,  i.  J44. 

*  •  Fbrcv.   "  But,  my  good  fritnd, 
you  are  short-sigtiteil,  and  do  not 
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see  ao  well  as  I  do."  I  wandered  at 
Dr.  Percy's  vcnluring  thus.  Dr. 
Johnson  said  noihing  at  the  time; 
but  inflammable  particles  were  col- 
lecting for  a  cluud  tu  burst.  In  a 
littic  while  Dr.  Ptrcy  said  aoineihing 
more  in  disparjgernent  of  Pennant. 
Johnson  < pointedly).  "This  is  the 
resentment  of  a  narrow  mind,  be- 
cause he  did  not  find  every  thing  in 
Northumberland.''  Percv  (feeling 
the  stroke).  "Sir,  you  ■n:iy  be  as 
rude  as  you  please."  JoiiNsof*. 
"Hold,  Sir!  Don'l  talk  of  rudeness ; 
remember,  Sir,  you  told  mc  1  puffing 
P  conception 


conception  of  rural  beauties;  and.  therefore,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered,  Uiat  he  should  prefer  the  conversation  of  the  mctro- 
polia  to  the  silent  groves  and  views  of  Greenwich*;  which, 
however  delightful,  he  could  not  see.  In  his  Toiir  through  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland,  he  has  somewhere  observed,  that  one 
mountain  was  like  another  * ;  so  utterly  unconscious  was  be  of 
the  wonderful  variety  of  sublime  and  beautiful  scenes  those 
mountains  exhibited-  The  writer  of  this  remark  was  once 
present  when  the  case  of  a  gentleman  was  mentioned,  who, 
having  with  great  taste  and  skill  formed  the  lawns  and  plan- 
tations about  his  house  into  most  beautiful  landscapes,  to 
complete  one  part  of  the  scenery,  was  obliged  to  apply  for 
leave  to  a  neighbour  with  whom  he  was  not  upon  cordial 
terms';  when  Johnson  made  the  following  remark,  which  at 
once  shews  what  ideas  he  had  of  landscape  improvement,  and 
how  happily  he  applied  the  most  common  incidents  to  moral 
instruction.  'See  how  inordinate  desires  enslave  man!  No 
desire  can  be  more  innocent  than  to  have  a  pri:tty  garden,  yet, 
indulged  to  excess,  It  has  made  this  poor  man  submit  to  beg 
a  favour  of  his  enemy.*     (Page  520.} 


This  [the  statement  that  'when  Johnson  did  eat  it  vna 
voraciously "]  is  extrcmtiy  cx^geratcd.  He  ate  heartily,  having 
a  good  appetite,  but  not  with  the  voraciousness  described  by 


hard  with  passion  struggling  for  a 
veni)  [  was  shon-sighted.  We  have 
done  with  civililx.  We  are  to  be  u 
ruile as  wc  please."  Percy.  "Upon 
my  hnnour.  Sir,  1  did  not  mean  10 
be  uncivil."  JOHNSON.  "  I  cannot 
lay  so.  Sir ;  for  I  i/t'i/  uncaii  to  be 
uncivil,  ch'mk'iisg  jou  had  been  un- 
civil."'   /J/e,  iii.  373. 

'  '  We  ivalked  in  ihe  ev*ninjt  in 
Greenwich  Park.  He  aslc«d  roe, 
I  suppose,  byway  of  tr>-ing  my  div 
pcuition,  "Is  not  this  very  fine!" 
Having  no  exquisite  relish  of  the 
bc&ulics  of  Nature,  and  being  mure 
delighted   with    the   busy   hum   of 


men,  I  answ'ered,  "Yes,  Sir;  but 
not  equal  to  Fleet -street."  JOHir- 
&0S,  "Ydu  arc  right.  Sir."'  A  i 
461. 

■  ''the  hills  eiEhitrit  very  btile 
variety,  being  almost  whtdty  coTtMd 
with  dark  heath,  and  even  that  sccBU 
to  be  checked  in  Its  growth.'  iV0rh, 
ix.  35.  '  The  Highlands  are  ttrf 
uniform,  fnr  there  t«  little  wiltjF 
in  univcTMl  barrenness.*  Lttttrt,  t, 
ajo. 

*  Shenstone  perhaps  is  ineial, 
who  *wais  not  upon  cordial  tcnat' 
with  his  neighbours  tbc  Lyttelioofc 
Works,  viiL  410 ;  atttt,  ii.  y 
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Mr  Boswell ' ;    all  whose  extravagant  accounts  must  be  read 
with  caution  and  abatement.    (Page  47 1 .) 

There  was  no  great  cordiality  between  Gamck  and  Johnson ; 
and  as  the  latter  kept  him  much  in  awe  when  present,  Garrick, 
when  his  back  was  turned,  repaid  the  restraint  with  ridicule 
of  him  and  his  dulcinca,  which  should  be  read  with  great 
abatement ;  for,  though  Garrick.  at  the  moment,  to  Indulge 
a  spirit  of  drollery,  and  to  entertain  the  company,  gave  distorted 
caricatures  of  Mrs-  Johnson  and  her  spouse,  it  would  certainly 
have  shocked  him,  had  he  known  that  these  sportive  distor- 
tions were  to  be  handed  down  to  posterity  as  faithful  pictures. 
By  his  caricature  mimickry  he  could  turn  the  most  respect- 
able characters  and  unaffected  manners  into  ridicule'.  (Pages 
50.  9»-} 

The  extraordinary  prejudice  and  dislike  of  Swift,  manifested 
on  alt  occasions  by  Johnson,  whose  political  opinions  coincided 
exactly  with  his  *,  has  been  difficult  to  account  for  ;  and  is  there- 
fore attributed  to  his  failing  in  getting  a  degree,  which  Swift 
might  not  chuse  to  solicit,  for  a  reason  given  below.  The  real 
cause  is  believed  to  be  as  follows:  The  Rev.  Dr.  Madden,  who 
dtstingui.ihed  himself  so  laudably  by  giving  premiums  to  the 
young  students  of  Dublin  College,  for  which  he  had  raised 
a  fund  by  appljnng  for  conlribulions  to  the  nobility  and  gentry 
of  Ireland  *,  had  solicited  the  same  from  Swift,  when  he  was 


*  '  Eveiythiog  about  his  ch:iracter 
and  nunners  was  forcible  an<]  viulent ; 
there  ne^^er  was  any  modenition; 
many  a  day  did  he  fui.  many  a  year 
did  he  regain  from  wine ;  but  when 
be  did  est,  tl  was  vorsclously ;  when 
be  dtd  dnak  wtne,  it  was  copiously,' 
U/t,  iv.  73. 

•  He  came  one  day  with  Becfeet 
Ibe  bookseller  to  Dr.  Bumcy's  house. 
'  Beckct  walked  on  a  little  before 
Garrick,  and  be  [GatrJclcl  was  im- 
ptident  enough  (o  lake  him  off  to  his 

jMe,  1  was  Eoing  (o  say,  but  to  do 
bitn  justice  be  did  It  like  a  gaUle- 


man  behind  hit  back.'  Early  Diary 
of  FratiCfs  Bumty,  ii.  aSj. 

'  Swift,  in  1716,  described  himself 
as  having  been  'always  a  Whig  in 
politicks.*    Workt,tA.  1803.,  xvi.  156. 

*  Dr.  Madan,  in  1730,  'submitted 
10  the  Univcisity  of  Dublin  a  scheme 
for  the  eocou  ragmen  I  of  learning  by 
the  esU-bliahment  of  premiums,  for 
which  he  proposed  to  raise  a  fund 
amountLng  at  ihe  lowest  to  /^Soper 
-innum."  In  1733  they  were  first 
granted.  Some  fourteen  ye.\rs  later 
Edmund  Buikc  wa^  awarded  a  pre- 
mium. Dia.  Nat.  Biog.  kkxv.  296. 
%  sinking 
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sinking  into  that  morbid  idiocy  which  only  terminated  with 
his  life,  and  was  saving  every  shilling  to  found  his  hoapiul 
for  lunatics';  but  his  application  wcis  refused  with  so  litttc 
delicacy,  as  left  in  Dr.  Madden  a  rooted  dislike  to  Swift's 
character,  which  he  communicated  to  Johnson,  whose  friendship 
he  gained  on  the  following  occasion :  Dr.  Madden  wished  to 
address  some  person  of  high  rank,  in  prose  or  verse ;  and, 
desirous  of  having  his  composition  examined  and  corrected  by 
some  writer  of  superior  talents,  had  been  recommended  to 
Johnson,  who  was  at  that  time  in  extreme  indigence;  and 
having  finished  his  task,  would  probably  have  thought  himself 
well  rewarded  with  a  guinea  or  two,  when,  to  his  great  surprise, 
Dr.  Madden  generously  slipped  ten  guineas  into  his  band*. 
This  made  such  an  impression  on  Johnson,  as  led  him  to  adopt 
every  opinion  of  Dr.  Madden,  and  to  resent,  as  warmly  as 
himself.  Swift's  rough  refusal  of  the  contribution ;  after  which 
the  latter  could  not  decently  request  any  favour  from  the 
University  uf  Dublin.     (Page  8i.) 

['  I  am  to  mention  (writes  Boswell,  Lt/e,  iv.  395)  that  Johnson's 
conduct,  after  he  came  to  London  and  associated  with  Savage, 
was  not  so  strictly  virtuous  in  one  respect  as  when  he  was 
a  younger  man. .  .  .  He  owned  to  many  of  his  friends  that  he 


J.  W.  Stubbs'»  //«/.  Univ.  Dublin, 
pp.  19S,  aoo.  In  1740  Madan  set 
afoot  a.  premium  scheme  lbrth«  cn- 
coumgcmcnt  of  invcniions  in  IfcIbikI. 
CeniietHon'i  Afof^asine,  1 740,  p,  94  ; 
U/e.  i.  518.  It  was  in  174s  ihat  lie 
published  his  Bouittf's  Manummt. 
lb.  It  wa.s  in  1739  that  Swjlt  was 
asked  to  get  Johnson  the  dcgrct  of 
Master  of  Arts  of  Dublin.  Percy 
makes  a  strange  coBfusion  in  his 
'real  cause.' 

'  Swift  left  the  bulk  of  his  pto- 
peny  to  found  a  Iun3.tic  asylum  in 
Dublin.  W^rkfi  ed,  1803,  mtiv.  336. 
He  ended  his  Vers<s  on  the  Death  »/ 
Dr.  Swift,  written  fourteea  years 
before  his  end,  by  saying : — 


'  He  ga^-e  the  little  wealth  be  bad 
To  build  a  house  for  foals  xnd  mad; 
And  shim-cd  by  one  satiric  touch 
No  luktion  wanted  it  so  uiudu' 

Jt>.  XL  15$. 
'  'When  Dr.  Maddeti  came  u 
London,  h«  submitted  that  tM(t 
[/hiuUrr'j  Montunett]  to  tny  cuti- 
gation;  and  I  remember  I  btoued 
a  great  many  lines,  and  might  ham 
blotied  many  more,  withoot  miktag 
the  poem  worse.  However,  the 
Dncior  was  very  thauVful,  and  voy 
generous,  for  he  gave  me  ten  guhwUt 
wkicA  teat  to  me  at  that  timt  a  gmt 
turn.'  Life,  \.  318.  The  work  wu 
'A  Panegyrical  Poem  "  in  mcmoiyof 
Archbishop  Boulter,  See  /^v/,  p.  ibj. 
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used   to  take  women  of  the  town  to  taverns  and  hear  them 
relate  their  history.] 

This  seems  to  have  been  suggested  by  Mr.  Boswcll,  to  account 
for  Johnson's  religious  terrors  on  the  approach  of  death ;  as 
if  they  proceeded  from  his  Iiaving  been  led  by  Savage  to  vicious 
indulgences  with  the  women  of  the  town,  in  his  nocturnal 
rambles'.  This,  if  true,  Johnson  was  not  likely  to  have  con- 
fessed to  Mr.  Boswetl,  and  therefore  mu.st  be  received  as  a  pure 
invention  of  his  own.  But  if  Johnson  ever  conversed  with  those 
unfortunate  females,  it  is  believed  to  have  been  in  order  to 
reclaim  them  from  their  dissolute  hfc,  by  moral  and  religious 
impressions ;  for  to  one  of  his  friends  he  once  related  a  con- 
versation of  that  sort  which  he  had  with  a  young  fcnulc  in  the 
street,  and  that  asking  her  what  she  thought  she  was  made 
fttr,  'she  supposed  to  please  the  gentlcmtn'.*  His  friend 
intimating  his  surprise,  that  he  should  have  had  communica- 
tions with  street- walkers,  implying  a  suspicion  that  they  were 
not  of  a  moral  tendency,  Johnson  expressed  the  highest 
indignation  that  any  other  motive  could  ever  be  su^ectcd. 
(Page  90) 

The  account  of  the  manner  in  which  Johnson  compiled  his 
Dictionary,  as  given  by  Mr.  Hoswcll,  is  confused  and  erroneous*; 
and  a  moment's  reflection  will  convince  every  person  of  judg- 
ment could  not  be  correct ;  for,  to  write  down  an  alphabetical 


'  Zi//,  i.  164. 

•  Hawkins,  who  tclU  this  story 
(pL  331),  says:— 'Ii  is  too  well 
attested  for  me  to  omit  it.'  Malone 
says  ibat  '  Barciti  used  soinelimes 
to  wjUIc  trith  Juhnsuii  thrnugh  tbe 
ttreeis  at  night,  and  occasionally 
cniered  into  conversation  with  the 
uofoctunaic  vv-oiiicn  nlio  frequent 
tbcm,  for  tbe  sake  of  heariag  their 
stories.  It  w:(£  from  a  history  of 
one  of  llwsc,  which  a  girl  told  under 
a  tree  in  ibc  King's  Bench  Walk  in 
ihe  Temple  to  Harttil  and  Johnson. 
Ijut  he  formed  the  story  of  Misella 


in  tbcJiamtUr'  [Nos.  170  and  171]. 
Prior's  Mahne,  p.  16 1. 

*  "The  words,  partly  taken  from 
other  dictionaries,  and  partly  sup- 
plied by  himself,  hatting  been  lirst 
written  down  with  spaces  left  be- 
tween ihcm,  he  delivered  in  writing 
their  etymologies,  detinitions,  and 
signihcations.  Tbe  authorities  wctc 
copied  from  the  books  themselves,  in 
which  he  had  marked  the  passages 
with  s  black-lend  pencil,  the  traces 
of  which  could  easily  be  cifaced.' 
Liji,  i.  188.     Sec  antty  ii.  K)^. 

arrangement 
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arrangement  of  all  the  words  in  the  English  lao6:ua^.  aod  thea 
hunt  through  the  whole  compass  of  English  literature  for  all  their 
different  significations,  would  have  taken  the  whole  life  of  any 
individual ;  but  Johnson,  who,  among  other  peeuliaritic*  of  his 
character,  excelled  mo^t  men  in  contrivir^j  the  best  means  to 
accomplish  any  end,  devised  the  following  mode  for  completing 
his  Dictionary,  »s  he  himself  expressly  described  to  the  writer 
of  this  account.  He  began  his  task  by  devoting  his  first  care 
to  a  diligent  pemaal  of  all  such  English  writers  as  were  moat 
correct  in  their  langu:^e ',  and  under  every  sentence  which  he 
meant  to  quote,  he  drew  a  line,  and  noted  in  the  margin  the 
first  letter  of  the  word  under  which  it  was  to  occur.  He  then 
delivered  these  books  to  his  clerks,  who  transcribed  each  sentence 
on  a  separate  slip  of  paper,  and  arranged  the  same  under  the 
word  referred  to.  By  these  means  he  collected  the  several 
words  and  their  different  significations ;  and  when  the  whole 
arrangement  was  alphabetically  formed,  he  gave  the  dcRnitions 
of  their  meanings,  and  collected  their  etymologies  firom  Skinner, 
Junius',  and  other  writers  on  the  subject.  In  completing  his 
slphabetical  arrangement,  he,  no  doubt,  would  recur  to  former 
dictionaries ^  lo  see  if  any  words  liad  escaped  him;  but  this, 
which  Mr.  BoswcH  makes  the  hrst  step  in  the  business,  was  in 
reality  the  last ;  and  it  was  doubtless  to  this  Iiappy  arrangement 
that  Johnson  effected  in  a  few  years  what  employed  the  fore^ 
academics  nearly  half  a  century. 


Mr.  Boswcll  objects  to  the  title  of  Rambler,  which  he  says 
was  ilUsuitcd  to  a  series  of  grave  ajid  moral  discourses,  and  is 
translated  into  Italian  //  Ve^abomie^  as  also  because  the  same 


'  It  wax  i&  this  work  ihat  he  ac- 
quired a  great  pan  of  his  extra- 
ordinary  knowledge  of  books.  *  Dr. 
Adam  Smith  (writ«  Bo9w«II)  once 
observed  to  me  thai  "Johnson  knew 
more  books  than  any  man  alive."' 
Lift,  i.  71.  'I  never  knew  a  man 
iwho  studied  hard  (said  Johnson). 
1  conclude,  indeed,  froni  tlie  efierts, 
that  some  men  liuv«  studied  hard,  ag 
Bentley  and  Clarke.'  lb.  'Tfadition 


in  Camt>ridge  has  recorded  that  Bcnl- 
ley  said  he  thought  himseU  liVelylo 
live  to  fourscore,  an  age  long  enoogfe 
to  rend  cvcryihtng  which  was  word) 
reading.'     Monk's  Benilty,  W.  411 

*  For  Francis  Junius  and  Strpbn 
Skinner  sec  Li/f,  i.  186. 

'  '  An  interleaved  cc^y  of  Bailey's 
dictionary  in  folio  he  made  the  rep"^ 
dicory  o(  the  several  artides.*  Haw- 
kins, p.  175- 
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title  was  afterwards  given  to  a  licentious  magiEine*.  These 
are  curious  reasons.  But  in  the  first  place,  Mr.  Boswel)  assumes, 
that  Johnson  intended  only  to  write  a  series  of  papcr-s  on  'grave 
and  moral'  subjects;  whereas,  on  the  contrary,  he  meant  this 
periodical  paper  should  be  open  for  the  reception  of  every 
subject,  serious  or  sprightly,  soletnn  or  familiar,  moral  or 
iimiising;  and  therefore  endeavoured  to  find  a  title  as  general 
and  unoonfined  as  possible*.  He  acknowledged,  that  'The 
Spectator'  was  the  most  happily  chosen  of  all  others,  and 
*The  Tatler'  the  next  to  it ;  and  after  long  consideration  how 
to  fix  3  third  title,  equally  capacious  and  suited  to  his  purpose, 
he  suddenly  thought  upon  Tie  RamhUr,ADd  it  wouM  be  difficult 
to  6nd  any  other  tliat  so  exactly  coincided  with  the  motto  he 
has  adopted  in  the  title-page. 

•Quo  me  cuatjae  rapit  tempcstas  deferor  bospesV 

(Page  143.) 

Johnson's  manner  of  composing  has  not  been  rightly  under* 
•ttood.  He  wss  so  extremely  short-sighted,  from  the  defect  in 
his  eyes,  that  writing  was  inconvenient  to  him  ;  for  whenever 
he  wrote,  he  was  obliged  to  hold  the  paper  close  to  his  face. 
He,  therefore,  never  composed  what  we  call  a  foul  draft  on 
paper  of  any  thing  he  published,  but  used  to  revolve  the  subject 
in  his  mind,  and  turn  and  form  every  period,  till  he  had  brought 
the   whole    to   the   highest   correctness    and   the   most    perfect 


•  '  Johnson  was,  1  think,  not  very 
happy  in  the  choice  of  his  title,  Tfit 
iVAwMrr, which  certainly  is  not  suited 
to  a  serits  of  grave  nnd  mc^ral  clis- 
COWSm;  whieh  the  lulians  hnve 
Ihenilly.  but  ludicroutly  truislatcd 
by  //  Vagaionda ;  and  which  has 
been  lately  assumed  as  the  denomi- 
nattofi  of  i.  vehicle  of  licearious  tales, 
T^  Ram^er'i  .tfagastne.'  tJfe,  i. 
tea.  For  il  Vagabvnda  see  1'/.  iii. 
411. 

•  In  hit  last  RamNer  he  says  :— 
'  I  have  ucver  complied  with  tem- 
pomy  curiosity,  nor  enal^led  my 
readers  10  diacoss  the  topic  of  the 
day*  • .  ■  They  only  were  expected  to 


penise    ihcm,  whose    piissians    left 
tbcm    Icisuic   for  abstracted  truth, 
and  whom  virtue  could  please  by  in 
naked  dignity.' 
'  The  motto  w»s, 
'  Nullius  addictus  Jurare  in  verba 
magistri. 
Quo  me  cunqne  T;tpit  tempestas 
deferor  hospes.' 

Horace,  £pi4,  i.  1. 14. 
'  Sworn  10  no  uusicr,  of  no  sect 

am  I: 
As  drives  the  storm,  at  any  door 
I  knock.' 
Percy  seems  to  ihJnk  thai  Johnson 
chose  his  motto  first  and  then  cast 
about  for  a  title  10  suit  it. 

arrangement 
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arrangemcat '.  Then  his  uncomtnonly  retentive  memory  enabled 
him  to  deliver  a  whole  essay,  properly  Bnishcd,  whenever  it  was 
called  for.  The  writer  of  this  note  has  often  heard  him  humming 
and  formioi;  pcriuds,  in  low  whispers  to  himsclF,  when  ^uUlow 
observers  thought  he  was  muttering  prayers,  &c.'  But  Johnson 
is  well  known  to  have  represented  his  own  practice,  in  the 
following  passage,  in  his  Life  of  Pope^  'Of  compositioD  there 
are  different  methods,  Some  employ  at  once  memory  and 
invention ;  and,  with  little  intermediate  use  of  the  pen,  form 
and  polifih  tat^c  masses  by  continued  meditation,  and  UTite 
their  productions  only  when,  in  their  own  opinion,  they  have 
completed  them.'     {Page  149.) 

Johnson's  invectives  against  Scotland,  in  common  conver- 
sation, were  more  in  pleasantry  and  sport  than  real  and 
malignant ;  for  no  man  was  more  visited  by  natives  of  that 
country,  nor  were  there  any  for  whom  he  had  a  greater 
esteem*.  It  was  to  Dr.  Grainger',  a  Scottish  physician,  that 
the  writer  of  this  note  owed  his  iirst  acquaintance  with  Johnson, 
in  1756.     (Page  285.) 


'  '  A  certain  apprehension  ariung 
from  novclry  made  him  wricc  his 
firsi  cxcTcisp  at  College  twice  over; 
but  he  never  t[>ok  tliAt  trouble  with 
any  alhcr  composition ;  and  wc  shall 
see  that  his  most  excellent  works 
were  struck  off  at  a  heat,  with 
rapid  exertion.'     Li/f,  i.  7 1- 

It  is  clear  ihat  he  did  not  always, 
as  Percy  sjiya, '  turn  and  form  every 
period'  before  he  hegan  to  ^vritc. 
Much  of  his  poctrj-  was  thus  written 
{fb.  i.  i<«;  ii.  151.  but  not  all.  Thus 
he  said,  '  I  allow,  you  may  have 
pleasure  (rtim  writing,  after  it  is  over, 
if  you  have  written  well ;  but  you 
don't  go  willingly  to  it  again,  I 
know  when  I  have  been  writing 
versos,  I  have  run  my  fin|;er  down 
the  margin,  to  see  how  many  I  liad 
made,  and  how  few  I  had  To  make.' 
Jb.  iv,  219.  This  shows  that  he  was 
composing  at  the  desk.    From  his 


account  of  the  way  his  ^hWAtt  weie 
written  it  is  dear  chat  he  often  com- 
posed as  he  wrnie^    Ih.  iii.  43.  m.  3. 

'  fioswell  apparently  it  aimed  at 
as  one  of  '  the  shallow  obaenren.' 
He  says :— ■  Talkira  10  himself  «a» 
one  of  his  singularities  ever  Stott 
I  knew  him.  I  wa»  certain  lliai  be 
was  frequently  uttering  pious  ejacu- 
lations, for  fra^cnts  of  the  I.ord't 
Pia]'er  have  been  dittioctly  over- 
heard." Ii.  i.  483,  r.  307.  See  abo 
^est,  p.  373.  Pcicy  must  haw  btco 
oirended  by  13o6weU's  publication  of 
the  '  friendly  scheme '  mentioaed  in 
the  ti/cy  iii.  S76.  See  i*.  lil  tA 
n.  t. 

*  iVffrks,vm.  jai. 

*  U/t,  ii.  lai,  306 ;  mttt,  L  164,  <•• 
'  The  author  of  the  Sugar-iam 

{Life,  ii.  454)  pracdsed  as  a  incdkal 
man ;  perhaps  he  is  meant.  He 
knew  Percy.    LeUen,  ii.  70,  «.  > 


This  summer  [1764]  Johnson  paid  a  vUit  to  Dr.  Percy",  at  his 
vicarage  house  in  Easton-Mauduit,  near  Wellingborough,  in 
Northamptonshire,  and  spent  parts  of  the  months  of  June,  July, 
and  August  with  him,  accompanied  by  his  friend  Miss  Williams, 
\vhom  Mrs.  Percy  found  a  very  agreeable  companion  '.  As  poor 
Miss  Williams,  whose  history  is  so  connected  with  that  of 
Johnson,  has  not  had  common  justice  done  her  by  his  biogra- 
phers ^  it  may  be  proper  to  mention,  that,  so  far  from  being 
a  constant  source  and  disquiet  and  vexation  to  him,  aJthough 
she  was  totally  blind  for  the  last  thirty  years  of  her  life,  her 
mind  was  so  well  culti%'atcd,  and  her  convcrsiition  so  agreeable, 
that  she  very  mnch  enlivened  and  diverted  his  solitary  hours; 
and  though  there  may  have  happened  some  slight  disagreements 
between  her  and  Mrs.  Deamoulins,  which,  at  the  moment,  dis- 
quieled  him'',  the  friendship  of  Miss  Williams  contributed  very 
much  to  his  comfort  and  happiness.  For,  having  been  the 
intimate  friend  of  his  wife ',  who  had  invited  her  to  his  house, 
she  continued  to  reside  with  him,  and  in  her  he  ha.d  always 
a  convcrsiblc  companion ;  who,  whether  at  his  dinners,  or  at  his 
tea-table,  entertained  his  friends  with  her  sensible  conversation  : 
And  being  extremely  clean  and  neat  in  her  person  and  habits, 
she  never  gave  the  least  disgust  by  her  manner  of  eating'";  and 


'  PercyhaswritCcn  this  note  in  the 
thinj  person. 

'  l-iff,  L  486 ;  iMifTi,  1.  91. 

'  Macaulay  joiocd  these  bioKm- 
phcr^  when  he  describes  Johnson  as 
*  laming  his  house  into  a  place  of 
rdtigc  for  »  crowd  of  wretched  old 
CTcatorca  who  could  find  no  other 
asylum.'  and  when  he  says  that 
Mrs.  WillLuns's  "  chief  recommenda- 
tions were  her  blindness  and  her 
poverty.'  Euays,\.  y^-^  Bh^rafihy 
e/  Jchaicn,  Hist.  Writings,  p.  388. 
See  Li/t,  i.  333,  n,  t ,  where  I  show 
bowQDtnte  this  ^uiement  was.  In 
addilion  to    the    passages    cited     I 

aid    die   tlic    follumng:  —  'Last 

lib  died  .Miss  Williams,  who  had 

to  me  for  thiny  years  in  the 


place  of  a  sister ;  her  knowledge  wu 
great  and  her  conversation  pleasing.* 
Letters,  ii,  348.     See  untf,  i,  114. 

'  The  disagreements  wcic  by  no 
means  slighl.  They  troubled  him 
while  they  lasted  {Li/i,  iii.  461 ; 
LffUrs,  A.  107,  IS3,  is8t,  but  Mra. 
Dcsmoutins  did  not  Lomc  10  live 
with  him  till  tome  lime  after  the 
beginning  of  1777,  when  she  occu- 
pied the  room  assigned  to  Boswell 
(Life,  iii.  104,  323),  and  Miss  Wil- 
liams died  in  September,  17^3  {ib. 

iv.  1351. 

'  Ji.  i.  333, 

^  This  is  an  answer  to  Coswell, 
who  had  said  that  Johnson  would 
'  sometimes  incommode  many  of  his 
friends,  by  carrying  hti  with  him  to 

when 
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when  ahc  made  tea  for  Johnson  and  his  Tricnds.  conducted  it 
with  so  much  delicacy,  by  gently  touching  the  outside  of  the 
cup,  to  feci,  by  the  heat,  the  tea  as  it  ascended  within,  that  it 
was  rather  matter  of  admiration  than  of  dish'ke  to  every  attentive 
observer '.    (Page  a^K.) 

This  most  amiable  and  worthy  gentleman  [Mr.  Thrale]  certainly 
deserved  every  tribute  of  gratitude  from  Johnson  and  his  literary 
friends,  who  were  always  welcome  at  his  hospitable  table :  it 
must  therefore  give  us  great  concern  to  sec  his  origin  degraded 
by  any  of  them,  in  a  manner  that  might  be  extremely  injurious 
to  his  elegant  and  accomplished  daughters,  if  it  could  not  b« 
contradicted :  for  his  father  is  represented  to  have  been  a  comnion 
drayman ' ;  whereas  he  is  well  known  to  have  been  a  respectable 
citizen,  who  increased  a  fortune,  originally  not  contemptible, 
and  proved  his  mind  had  been  always  liberal,  by  giving  a 
superior  education  to  his  son-    (Page  407.) 

Johnson  was  fond  of  disputation,  and  willing  to  ace  what  could 
be  said  on  each  side  of  the  question,  when  a  subject  was  ai^ued*. 
At  all  other  times,  no  man  had  a  more  scrupulous  regard  for 
truth  ;  from  which,  I  verily  believe,  he  would  not  have  deviated 
to  save  his  life*.     (Page  472.) 


their  houses,  where,  from  her  man- 
ner ai  caiing,  in  consequence  of  her 
blindness,  she  could  nol  but  offend 
tbe  delicacy  oi  persons  of  nice  sen- 
sations.'   iJ/i!,  iii,  26. 

'  Boswcll  had  not  been  an  alien- 
live  observer,  U\t  he  says :  —  'I 
fancied  alie  put  hei  liai|;cr  down  a 
certain  way  till  she  felt  the  tea  touch 
it.'    Jb.  u.  99. 

•  Ji.\.  490.  ■  The  first  Iiide|)eiident 
Cbnrch  was  opened  in  1616.  In  1632 
this  HocV  was  pounced  upon  while 
privaicly  worshipping  in  the  house  of 
.1  brewer's  ckrk,  and  while  eighteen 
escaped,  fony-two  were  thrown  into 
prison.  The  siie  of  the  edifice  uicd 
by  this  Church  wbt^n  it  began  to 
worship  pablicly  under  the  Common- 


wealth waa  aAcrwards  occupied  by 
Thralc's  brewery.  It  was  there  tilt 
the  Austrian  marshal,  Hay&au,ns 
mobbed  in  1S53  for  having  whippfd 
women  in  ibc  Hungaiiaa  rebcllKia.' 
TAt  Pilgrim  /ttfiui/ic.  by  Joba  K 
Goodwici,  Beston,  1SS8,  p.  44a 

*  '  He  would  bqjin  llius:— "Whjr, 
Sir,  as  to  the  good  or  evil  of  cvd- 
playiojC— "  "  Now  (said  Garridt) 
he  ii  thinlting  which  nde  be  tUI 
take'"  Lt/t,m.33,  Scean£r,u.9l. 
where  in  hb  praise  of  a  u«cn  be 
saya :— '  1  dogmatise  and  am  oantn' 
dieted,  and  in  this  confiict  ci  opioiat 
and  senliiitcnls  I  find  dclighL' 

'  Anie,  L  115,  397,  45^  ;  /w(,  p 
22 J. 


5//?  JOSHUA    REYNOLDS 
yOHNSON'S  CHARACTER^ 


[1  HAVE  been  Favoured  (writes  C.  R.  Leslie)  by  Miss  Gwatkin  * 
with  a  sight  of  the  following  paper  by  Sir  Joshua  on  the 
character  of  Johnson,  addressed  to  some  mutual  friend^,  perhaps 
Malone  (or  Boswell)*.  Everything  Reynolds  wrote,  like  every- 
thing he  painted,  was  destined  to  many  alterations  and  cor- 
rection!) before  its  appearance  in  public '.  I  have  transcribed 
the  paper  exactly,  except  In  the  matter  of  punctuation,  and  in 
the  introduction,  now  and  then,  of  a  word,  between  brackets,  to 
complete  the  scnse.^       

From  thirty  years'  intimacy  with  Dr.  Johnson*  I  certainly  have 
had  the  means,  if  I  had  equally  the  ability,  of  giving  you  a  true 
and  perfect  idea  of  the  character  and  peculiarities  of  this  extra- 
ordinary man.  The  habits  of  my  profession  unluckily  extend 
to  the  consideration  of  so  much  only  of  character  as  lies  on 


'  Frotn  Life  ami  Tim<i  of  Sir 
JnAma  Reynolds  tiy  C.  R.  Leslie  and 
Tom  Taylor,  1865.  ii.  4J4. 

■  The  daughter  of  R.  I-  Gwatltin 
umI  his  wife  ThcophiU  Palmer,  who 
was  tbc  daughter  of  Sir  Joshua's 
nater  Mary.    lb.  i.  4,  31 ;  iL  517. 

'  Borke  and  Goldsmith  fell  into  the 
vulgarisni  of  '  miiiual  friend.'  U/e, 
ii,  103,  ».  I ;  also  Sir  VValur  ScotL 


Lockhart's  Scvfl,  cd.  l£39i  ii.  63. 

'  Boswell  says  that  Reynolds 
*  coniributed  !ii  improve  ihe  second 
edition '  of  the  Li/e,  i.  10.  He  quotes 
a  pKper  with  wlikh  he  had  been 
favoured  by  him.    Ik  i.  144- 

'  Henoetheinferioriiyof  his  letters 
to  his  other  writings.     LESLIE:. 

^  Reynolds  returned  from  Iialy  in 
1752.    i»>,  1.345. 

the 
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the  surface,  as  is  expressed  in  the  lineaments  of  the  countenaoee. 
An  attempt  to  go  deeper,  and  investigate  the  peculiar  colouring 
of  bis  mind  as  distinguished  from  atl  other  minds,  nothing  but 
your  carQe<it  desire  can  excuse.  Such  as  tt  is,  you  may  make 
what  use  of  it  you  please.  Of  his  learning,  and  so  much  of  his 
character  as  is  discoverable  in  his  nritings  and  is  open  to  the 
inspection  of  every  person,  nothing  need  be  said- 

I  shall  remark  such  qualttlcs  only  as  his  works  cannot  convey. 
And  among  those  the  most  distinguLshcd  was  his  posscssii^ 
a  mind  which  was,  as  I  may  say,  always  ready  for  use'.  Most 
general  subjects  had  undoubtedly  been  already  discussed  in  the 
course  of  a  studioCis  thinking  tifc.  In  this  respect  few  men  cva 
came  better  prepared  into  whatever  company  chance  might 
throw  him,  and  the  love  which  he  had  to  society  gave  him 
a  facility  in  the  practice  of  applying  his  knowledge  of  the  matter 
in  hand  in  which  I  believe  he  was  never  exceeded  by  any  man. 
It  has  been  frequently  observed  that  he  was  a  singular  instance 
of  a  man  who  had  so  much  distinguished  himself  by  his  writings 
that  his  conversation  not  only  supported  his  character  as  ao 
author,  but,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  was  superior  '.  Those  u-ho 
have  lived  with  the  wits  of  the  age  know  how  rarely  this 
happens.  I  have  had  the  habit  of  thinking  that  this  quality,  as 
well  as  others  of  the  same  kind,  are  possessed  in  consequence  of 
accidental  circumstances  attending  his  life.  What  Dr.  Johnson 
said  a  few  days  before  his  death  of  hts  disposition  to  insanity 
was  no  new  discovery  to  those  who  were  intimate  with  him*. 
The  character  of  Inilac*  in  Rasselas.  I  always  considered  as 
a  comment  on  his  own  conduct,  which  he  himself  practised,  and 


'  '  Sir  Joshua  observed  to  me  the 
extraordinary  prompt! Hide  wiih  which 
Johnson  flew  upon  an  argument.' 
Lift,  ii.  365.  'His  superiority  over 
other  learned  men  consisted  chiefly 
in  what  may  be  called  the  art  of 
thinking,  the  art  of  using  his  mind.' 
Jd.  iv.  437. 

'  '  Durlce  (saiil  Johnson)  is  the 
only  man  whose  common  conversa- 
tion corresponds  with   the  genend 


fame  which  he  has  in  the  worU.' 
It.  iv.  19.  It  was  nd  doubt  tbe 
excellence  of  John&on's  talk  thtl 
made  Burke  affirm  'that  Bomciri 
U/e  was  a  greater  nwnumeot  10 
Johnson's  fane  th.in  all  his  whtiact 
put  together.*  Life  of  MoikimiMk, 
i.  93. 

'  Liff,  i.  65;    lii.    17$;    V.  315; 
Letters,  \.  59;  oMty  i.  ?«. 

•  ^x/f,iii.6. 

«S 
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as  it  now  appears  very  successfully,  since  we  know  he  continued 
to  possess  his  understanding  in  its  full  vigour  to  the  last. 
Solitude  to  him  was  horror ;  nor  would  he  ever  trust  himseli* 
alone  but  when  employed  in  writing  or  reading  '.  He  has  often 
b^ged  me  to  go  home  vvitli  him  to  prevent  his  being  alone  in 
the  coach*.  Any  company  was  better  than  none;  by  which  he 
connected  himself  with  many  mean  persons  whose  presence  he 
could  command.  For  this  puqinsc  he  established  a  Club  at 
a  tittle  ale-house  in  Essex  Street,  composed  of  a  strange 
mixture  of  very  learned  and  very  ingenious  odd  people.  Of 
the  former  were  Dr.  Hcberden,  Mr.  Windham,  Mr.  BoswcU, 
Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  Paradise.  Those  of  the  latter  I  do  not  think 
proper  to  enumerate  '.  By  thus  living,  by  necessity,  so  much  in 
company,  mure  perhaps  than  any  other  studious  man  whatever, 
he  bad  acquired  by  habit,  and  which  habit  alone  can  give,  that 
facility,  and  we  may  add  docility  of  mind,  by  which  he  was  so 
much  distinguished.  Another  circumstance  likewise  contributed 
not  a  little  to  the  power  which  he  had  of  expressing  himself, 
which  was  a  rule,  which  he  said  he  always  practised  on  every 
occLsion,  of  speaking  his  best,  whether  the  person  to  whom  he 
addressed  himself  «as  or  was  not  capable  of  comprehending 


'  '  The  great  business  of  bis  life 
fhe  told  Keynolds]  was  to  escape 
froRi  himsci/;  thif  dUpo^ition  he 
CODwdcrcd  AS  ihe  disease  of  his 
idukIi  which  nothing  cuied  bul  com- 
paoy.'    Li/e,  i.  144;  anU.liig,  231. 

■  ToW.  C.  Haniihon  he  said:— 
*I  am  vcty  unwilling  to  be  left  alone, 
Sir,  and  therefore  !  go  wich  my 
company  down  the  first  pair  of  stairs, 
in  sonu  hopes  ihat  they  mfty,  pcr- 
liap»,  return  igua.  1  go  with  you, 
Sir,  as  far  as  the  street-door.'    Z/yV, 

In  a  note  on  King  Henry's  speech 
in  Henry  V,  Act  iv,  »c-  S,  lie  says: — 
•There  is  something  very  striking 
and  solemn  in  ihis  stiIi]iK^|uy,  into 
which  ihe  ting  breaks  immediately 
as  soon  ^u  he  is  left  alone.  Some- 
thing like  this,  on   less  occasions, 


every  breast  has  felt.  Reflection  and 
seriousness  rush  upon  the  mind  upon 
the  separation  of  a  g^y  company, 
and  especially  after  forced  and  un- 
wiliirg  raerriniciil.' 

'  '  It  «iid  not  suit  Sir  Joihua  to  be 
one  of  this  Club.  But  when  1  mcn- 
tioa  only  Mr.  Daiocs  BArrington, 
Dr.  Brocklcsby,  Mr.  Murphy,  Mr. 
John  NiclioCt,  Mr.  Cooke,  Mr.  Jod* 
drel,  Mr.  Pnradise,  Dr.  [Bishop] 
Ilorslcy,  Mr.  Windham,  I  shall  suffi- 
ciently obviate  the  misrepresentation 
of  h  by  Sir  John  H.iwkins.  as  if  it 
had  bccnn  tftw  ale-house  associaiion, 
by  W'hich  Johnson  wus  dcgrudcd.* 
Lift,  iv.  2S4;  <i**te,  i.  440.  Among 
'ihe  veryingenious  odd  people  whom 
Reynolds  did  not  care  to  enumerate' 
was  Barry  llic  painier,  who  had  grossly 
attacked  htm.    Life,  iv.  436. 

him 
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him*.  'If,'  says  he, 'I  am  understood,  my  labour  is  not  lost. 
If  it  is  above  their  comprehension,  there  is  some  gratifi  cation, 
though  it  is  the  admirsttion  of  ignorance;'  and  he  said  those 
were  the  most  sincere  admirers;  and  quoted  Raxtcr,  who  made 
it  a  nilc  never  to  preach  a  sermon  without  saying  aomethiog 
which  he  knew  was  beyond  the  comprehenson  of  his  audieoce 
in  order  to  inspire  their  admiration  *.  Dr.  Johnson,  by  this 
continual  practice,  made  tliat  a  habit  which  was  at  first  an 
exertion;  for  every  person  who  knew  him  must  have  observed 
that  the  moment  he  was  left  out  of  the  conversation,  whether 
from  his  deafness  or  from  whatever  cause,  but  a  few  minutes 
without  speaking  or  listening,  his  mind  appeared  to  be  pre- 
paring itself.  He  fell  into  a  reverie  accompanied  with  strange 
antic  gestures;  but  this  he  never  did  when  hts  mind  was  engaged 
by  the  conversatioru  [These  were]  therefore  improperly  called 
by  ,  as  well  as  by  others,  convulsions  \  which  imply  in- 
voluntary contortions ;  whereas,  a  word  addressed  to  him,  )xs 
attention  was  recovered.  Sometimes,  indeed,  it  would  be  near 
a  minute  before  he  would  give  an  answer,  looking  as  if  tie 
laboured  to  bring  his  mind  to  bear  on  the  question. 

In  arguing  he  did  not  trouble  himself  with  much   circum- 


'  tife,W.  183. 

' '  Sir  JoEhun  once  observed  lo  him 
that  he  h.-id  talked  above  th«  cApaciiy 
of  some  people  with  wham  they  had 
been  in  company  together.  "  No 
matter.  Sir  (eaid  Johnson) ;  ihcy 
conaider  it  as  a.  camplimciit  to  tw 
talked  to,  as  if  ihcy  were  vriaer  ihao 
they  are.  So  true  is  this.  Sir.  (hat 
Xaxter  made  it  a  rule  in  every  sermon 
thnt  he  preached  to  say  sotnethinK 
that  was  above  tlie  capacity  of  his 
atidienct"*    lb.  iv.  i8>. 

'  To  talk  intentionally  in  a  manner 
above  the  comprehension  of  ihoM 
whom  we  address  is  unqucstionahle 
pedantry  ;  but  surely  compLiisance 
requires  thai  ao  man  should  without 
proof  conclude  his  company  incapable 
of  following  him  to  the  highest  eleva- 
tion  of  bis  fancy,  or  the  utmost 


extent  of  his  knowledcc'  71u  ftiot- 
Her,  No.  173. 

Mr.  Francis  Darwin,  writinjt  ^ 
Charles  Darwin,  «y»  :— '  I  ha« 
often  he^rd  him  say  that  be  got  > 
kind  of  satisfiction  in  reading artMn 
[in  NatMr«\  vrhid)  (according  to  bin* 
aelfl  be  could  not  nndcmand.  1 
wish  I  could  neproduce  the  manocr 
in  which  he  would  laugh  at  hioudf 
for  it.'  Lift  e/Ckarits  Dgrtnm,  d- 
iSSj,  L  137. 

'  Boswell  ia  his  raur  to  tin  Ht- 
bridei  h:id  culled  them  '  cramps,  oc 
convulsive  contractions,  of  the  naMR 
of  that  distemper  called  SL  Vituii 
danci'  Lift,  v.  18.  In  the  Lijt  I 
144,  he  inserts  Reynolds's  coDiruj 
opinion.  Tycrs  boid  called  Johas«B 
' a  tomuitiaHntjr'    Sec PaU,  p.  33L 
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locution,  but  opposed,  directly  and  abruptly,  his  antagonist.  He 
fought  with  alJ  sorts  [of]  weapons;  [with]  ludicrous  comparisons 
and  similes  ;  [and]  if  all  failed,  with  rudeness  and  overbearing. 
He  thought  it  necessary  never  to  be  worsted  in  argument'.  He 
had  one  virtue  which  I  hold  one  of  the  most  difficult  to  practise. 
After  the  heat  of  contest  was  over,  if  he  had  been  informed  that 
hts  antagonist  resented  his  rudeness,  he  was  the  first  to  seek 
after  a  reconciliation  ' ;  and  of  hts  virtues  the  most  distinguished 
was  his  love  of  truth  '. 

He  sometimes,  it  must  be  confessed,  covered  his  ignorance  by 
generals  rather  than  appear  ignorant  *.  You  will  wonder  to  hear 
a  person  who  loved  him  so  sincerely  speak  thus  freely  of  his 
friend,  but,  you  must  recollect  I  am  not  writing  his  pancgyrick, 
but  as  if  upon  oath,  not  only  to  give  the  truth  but  the  whole 
truth. 

His  pride  had  no  meanness  in  it ;  there  was  nothing  little  or 
mean  about  htm. 

Truth,  whether  in  great  or  little  matters,  he  held  sacred. 

From  the  violation  of  truth,  he  said,  in  great  things  your  char- 
acter or  your  interest  was  affected,  in  lesser  things  your  pleasure 
is  equally  destroyed.  I  remember,  on  his  relating  some  incident, 
I  added  something  to  his  relation  which  I  supposed  might 
Ukewise  have  happened :  '  It  would  have  been  a  better  story,' 
says  he,  'if  it  had  been  so;  but  it  was  ^ot^'  Our  friend 
Dr.  Goldsmith  was  not  so  scrupulous ;  but  he  said  he  only 
indulged  himself  in  white  lyes,  light  as  feathers,  which  he  threw 
Up  in  the  air.  and  on  whomever  they  fell,  nobody  was  hurt. 
•  I  wish.'  says  Dr.  Johnson,  '  you  would  take  the  trouble  of 
moulting  your  feathers.' 

t  once  inadvertently  put  him  in  a  situation  from  which  none 
but  a  man  of  perfect  integrity  could  extricate  himself.  I  pointed 
at  some  lines  in  the  Travtller  which  I  told  [him]  I  was  sure  he 
wrote.  He  hesitated  a  little  ;  during  this  hesitation  I  recollected 
myself,  that  as  1  knew  he  would  not  lye  I  put  him  in  a  cleft 
stick,  and  should  have   had  but  my  due  if  he  had  given  mc 

'  Arntt,  \.  390.  '  AhU^  ii.  ai8. 

■  Antt,  i.  ai»,  453.  •  Uft,  r,  134.  ».  4' 

'  Ante,  i.  335 ;  Lift,  ii.  433. 
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a  rougii  answer ;  but  he  only  said, '  Sir,  I  did  not  WTite  them, 
but  that  you  may  not  imagine  that  I  have  wrote  more  than 
I  really  have,  the  utmost  I  have  wrote  in  that  poem,  to  the  best 
of  my  recollection,  is  not  more  than  eighteen  lines  *.'  It  murt 
be  obscr\-cd  there  was  then  an  opinion  about  town  that  Dr.  johti- 
9on  wrote  tlie  whole  poem  for  his  friend,  who  was  then  in 
3  manner  an  unknown  writer  *.  This  conduct  appears  to  me  to 
be  in  the  highest  dcyrcc  correct  and  refined.  If  the  Dr.'s  coa* 
science  would  have  let  him  told  \sic\  a  lye,  the  matter  wouU 
have  been  soon  ovcr- 

As  in  his  writings  not  a  line  can  be  found  which  a  saint  would 
wish  to  blot ',  so  in  his  life  he  would  never  suffer  the  feast 
immorality  [or]  indecency  of  conversation,  [or  any  thing]  con- 
trary to  virtue  or  piety  to  proceed  without  a  severe  check,  which 
no  elevation  of  rank  exempted  them  from*.  .  .  . 

Custom,  or  politeness,  or  courtly  manners  has  authorised 
such  an  liastcm  hyperbolical  style  of  compliment,  that  part  of 
Dr.  Johnson's  character  for  rudeness  of  manners  must  be  put  to 
the  account  of  this  scrupulous  adherence  to  truth.  His  obstinate 
silence,  whilst  all  the  company  were  in  raptures,  vying  with  each 
other  who  should  pepper  highest,  was  considered  as  rudeneas  or 
ill-nature  ^ 

During  his  last  illness,  when  all  hope  was  at  an  end,  be 


'  There  were  only  nine  lines  of 
which  he  could  l>e  sure  they  were  his. 
JJ/t,  xl  6. 

'  /*.  iii.  asa. 

'  '  The  highest  praise  which  Thoni- 
gon  has  received  ought  nol  to  be 
suppressed ;  it  is  said  by  Lord  Lyt- 
(cUon  that  his  works  contained 

"No  line  which,  dying,  he  could 
wish  to  blot." ' 

Works,  viii.  379. 

Sir  Waller  Scotl  said:— 'I  am 
drawing  near  to  the  close  of  my 
career;  I  am  fast  shuffling  off  ihc 
stage.  I  have  been  perhaps  the 
most  voluminous  author  of  the  day ; 
and  it  ii  a  coaifart  to  nic  to  think 
that ...  I  have  written  nothing  which 


on  my  death-bed  I  should  «is^ 
blotted.'  Lockhan's  Scotr.  ed.  |S}9, 
X.  196. 

•  n/e,  iii.  40;    iv.   195;    ortr, 

i-  453. 

*  To  Mrs.  Thrale,  who  waj  uo 
much  given  to  flattery,  he  wroM^- 
'  If  yoo  love  me,  and  purely  I  bop« 
you  do,  why  should  you  vitiate  or 
mind  with  a  false  opinioo  of  its  on 
merit  ?'  Ltiltrt.  i,  sat.  'Think  « 
well  and  as  kindly  of  me  a»  you  ca, 
but  do  not  flatter  me.  Cool  recipro- 
cations of  esteem  are  the  great  raor 
furts  nf  life ;  hyperbolical  praise  oelf 
conupts  the  tongu<  of  ttw  tnc  vA 
the  car  of  the  other.'  16.  ii.  308.  S« 
ante,  ii.  t79x. 
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appeared  to  be  quieter  and  more  resigned.  His  approaching 
dissolution  was  alwaj-s  present  to  his  min<I.  A  few  days  before 
he  died,  Mr.  Langton  and  mj-sclf  only  present,  he  said  he  had 
been  a  great  sinner,  but  he  hoped  he  had  given  no  bad  example 
to  his  friends;  that  he  had  some  consolation  in  reflecting  that  he 
had  never  denied  Christ,  and  repeated  the  text  'Whoever  denies 
mc,  &c.' '  We  were  both  very  ready  to  assure  liim  tliat  we  were 
conscious  that  wc  were  better  and  wiser  from  his  life  and  con- 
versation ;  and  that,  so  far  from  denying  Christ,  he  had  been,  in 
this  age.  his  great  champion  '. 

Sometimes  a  flash  of  wit  escaped  him  as  if  involuntary.  He 
was  aslvcd  how  he  liked  the  new  uioji  that  was  hired  to  watch  by 
hicn.  *  Instead  of  watching."  says  he, '  he  sleeps  like  a  dormouse ; 
and  when  he  helps  me  to  bed  he  is  awkward  as  a  turnspit  d^ 
the  first  time  he  is  put  into  the  wheel  \' 

The  Christian  religion  was  with  him  such  a  certain  and  estab- 
lished truth,  that  he  considered  it  as  a  kind  of  profanation  to  hold 
any  ailment  about  its  truth*. 

He  was  not  easily  imposed  upon  by  professions  to  honesty 
and  candour ;  but  he  appeared  to  have  little  suspicion  of  hypocrisy 
in  religion  *. 

His  passions  were  like  those  of  other  men,  the  difference  only 
lay  in  his  keeping  a  stricter  watch  over  himself*.  In  petty 
circumstances  this  wayward  disposition  appeared,  but  in  greater 
things  he  thought  it  worth  while  to  summon  his  rccoUcction  and 
be  always  on  his  guard.  .  .  .  [To  them  that  loved  him  not]  as 


■  Si.  Matthew  K.  33. 

*  Hawkins  rcccmls  on  Nov,  99 
(an/*,  ii.  137): — 'Mr.  Lantfton,  who 
had  spent  the  cvcnini:  with  him,  re- 
ported that  his  hopes  were  increuMcl, 
and  that  he  wm  much  cheered  upon 
bein^  reminded  of  lh«  gcaera.1  ten- 
dency of  Ilia  writings  and  uf  his 
example.' 

'  /j/i-,  iv.  411. 

*  >Jcverthdc3S  he  wished  lo  have 
more  *c\*tdcncc  of  the  spiriiuiLl 
world.'  y&  ii.  ijo;  iii.  398;  iv.  398. 
BoswcH,   in  the  beginning  of  their 

VOL.  II.  I 


ac()uaintance,  led  bim  to  talk  on  ihe 
evidences  of  Christianity.  Ii.  i.  398, 
404,  428,  444, 4S4-     Sec  dao  v.  109, 

«.  3- 
'  '  For  neither  man  nor  angel  can 
discern 
Hypocrisy,  the  only   evil  that 

wdlks 
Invisible,  except  lo  God  alone, 
Uy  his  permissive  will,  through 
Heav'n  and  EiiMh.' 

Piirailise  Lost,  ill.  662. 
*  Uft,  iv.  396  i  anU,  i.  453. 
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rough  as  winter;  to  diose  who  sought  his  Jove,  as  mild  as 
summer  ' — many  instances  will  readily  occur  to  those  who  knew 
him  intimately,  of  the  guard  which  he  endeavoured  always  to 
keep  over  himself. 

The  prejudices  he  had  to  countries  did  not  extend  to  indi- 
viduals. The  chief  prejudice  in  which  he  indulged  himself  was 
against  Scotland,  though  he  had  the  most  cordial  friendship  u'ltb 
individuals  [of  tliat  country*].  This  he  used  to  vindicate  as 
a  duty.  In  respect  to  Frenchmen  he  rather  laughed  at  himself, 
but  it  WHS  insurmountable  '.  He  considered  every  foreigner  aS 
3  fool  till  they  had  convinced  him  of  the  contrary*.  Against  the 
Irish  he  entertained  no  prejudice,  he  thought  they  united  them- 
selves ver>'  well  with  us':  but  the  Scotch,  when  in  Englaod, 
united  and  made  a  party  by  employing  only  Scotch  servants  lad 
Scotch  tradesmen ^  lie  held  it  right  for  Eaglishmcn  to  oppoN 
a  parly  against  them. 

This  reasoning  would  have  more  weight  if  the  numbers  were 
equal.  A  small  body  in  a  kirgcr  has  such  great  disadvantages  thtt 
I  fear  are  scarce  counterbalanced  by  whatever  little  combinatioo 


''Lofly  and    sour  to  them  that 
lov'd  him  not, 
Bui   to   those    men  that  sought 
him  sweet  as  summer.' 
Htnry  Vlfl,  Act  iv.  sc.  1. 

■  Anie,  i.  427-30. 

'  'An  eminent  foreigner,  when  he 
was  shewn  the  British  Museum,  was 
very  troublesome  with  many  absurd 
inquiries.  "Now  there,  Sir,  (sutd 
Johnson,)  is  the  difference  between 
an  Cnijlishman  and  a  Frenchman. 
A  Frenchman  must  be  itlways  talk- 
ing, wheth«T  h«  Icnaws  anything  of 
the  matter  or  jiot ;  an  Eni:lishmiin 
is  content  to  say  nothing  when  he 
h»s  nothing  to  say-'"     Life,  iv.  14. 

'  He  sAid,  that  once,  when  he  ha<l 
a  violent  looth-nch.  a  Frcnchmitn 
accosted  him  thus:— y^A,  Atoruieur, 
v'tftis  iSuiiies  Irop.'  Jb.  iv.  t5- 

In  a  note  on  the  scene  between 
Catherine   and   Alice   in  Henry    V 


(Act  ill.  sc  4)  he  says: — 'Thjougb- 
out  the  whole  scene  there  may  bt 
found  French  servility  and  Freott 
VAnity.*  In  another  note  on  Cau^j" 
in  Tke  Merry  Wives  of  Win-.i  ■ 
(Act  ii.  sc  3)  he  says:— 'To  Ik 
foreigner  v-asalways  in  EogUad,-^ - 
I  suppose  everywhere  else,  a  msia 
ofdisUkc' 

*  *  One  evening  ai  oJd  Slaughta*! 
colTee-house,  when  a  oumbet  of 
foreigners  were  talking  loud  abori 
little maiters,heuid,  "  Doesooil)ii> 
confirm  old  Meynell's  obsemlMi-- 
Fer  any  Iking  1  ste,  Jorei£ntn  « 
fechr'    Ufe,n.\%. 

'  Ante,  i.  437 ;  ii.  49 ;  Ufi,  H.  sp- 
'  You  are,  10  he  sure,  womlct^ 
free  from  that  nationality,'  said  (iu- 
rtck  to  Bostrcll ;  '  but  so  tt  happtt^ 
that  you  employ  the  only  Scotd 
shoe-black  in  London.'  ZJ/t,n-}A 
Sec  also  i^.  ii.  131,  307,  m.  3. 
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they  can  make.  A  general  combination  against  them  would  be 
little  short  of  annihilation. 

We  are  both  of  Dr.  Johnson's  school '.  For  my  own  part, 
I  acknowledge  the  highest  obligations  to  him.  He  may  be  said 
to  have  formed  my  mind,  and  to  have  brushed  from  it  a  great 
deal  of  rubbish.  Those  very  people  whom  he  has  brought  to 
think  rightly  will  occasion.illy  criticise  the  opinions  of  their  master 
when  he  nods.  But  wc  should  always  recollect  that  it  is  he  him- 
self who  taught  us  and  enabled  us  to  do  it*. 

The  drawback  of  his  character  is  entertaining  prejudices  on 
very  slight  foundations ;  givtng^  an  opinion,  perhaps,  6rst  at 
random,  but  from  its  being  contradicted  he  thinks  himself  obliged 
always  to  support  [it],  or.  if  he  cannot  support,  still  not  to 
acquiesce  [in  the  opposite  opinion].  Of  this  I  remember  an 
instance  of  a  defect  or  forgetfulncss  in  his  '  Dictionary.'  I  asked 
him  how  he  came  not  to  correct  it  in  the  second  edition.  '  No,' 
says  he. '  they  made  so  much  of  it  that  I  would  not  flatter  them 
by  altering  it  * ! ' 

From  passion,  from  the  prevalence  of  his  disposition  for  the 
mimite,  he  was  constantly  acting  contrary  to  his  own  reason,  to 
his  principles.  It  was  a  frequent  subject  of  animadversion  with 
bim,  how  much  authors  lost  of  the  pleasure  and  comfort  of  life 
by  their  carrying  always  about  them  their  own  consequence  and 
celebrity*.  Yet  no  man  in  mixed  company,— not  to  his  intimates, 
certainly,  for  that  would  be  an  insupportable  slavery, — ever  acted 
with  more  circumspection  to  his  character  than  himself.  The 
inost  tight  and  airy  dispute  was  with  him  a  dispute  on  the  arena  *. 


'  Post,  p.  359  ;  Li/tt  i.  145,  «.  3 ; 

'  '  U  is  not  uacommon  for  those 
who  bat'c  i^wn  wise  \>y  the  labour 
at  others  to  add  a  lillle  of  their  own 
and  overlook  iheir  muiers.'  IVuris, 
wi.  4?^ 

*  HU  erroneous  ddinitiont  of  Ut- 
m»wd waA  paatem  remain  unchiin£CLl 
1b  the  founh  edition,  the  last  cor- 
rected by  him.  IJ/e,  \.  11)1,  fi.  1.  In 
rcuining  these  ddiniiions,  if  he  did 
'make  cjTOr  pcmidous  by  dc- 


libcTAlcly  writing  it,'  he  did  his  bcsi 
lo  make  it  'permanent.'  16.  iv.  439. 
'  '  Milton,  in  a  Idler  10  s  lc:iTned 
stranger,  by  whom  he  hud  been 
visiicd.  with  pcai  reason  congratu- 
lates hiniself  upon  the  consciousness 
of  being  found  equal  to  his  own 
cli;iractcr,  ^nd  having  preserved  in 
a  private  and  frtiniliar  interview  that 
repuiation  which  his  works  had  pro- 
cured him.'     Tfie  Rambler,  No.  14. 

'  'Speaking  of  Dr.  Cumpbell,  he 

told  us,  that  he  one  (by  called  on 

2  He 
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He  fought  on  every  occasion  as  if  his  whole  reputation  depended 
upon  the  victory  of  the  minute,  And  he  fought  with  all  the 
weapons.  If  he  was  foiled  in  ailment  he  bad  recourse  to  abuse 
and  rudciics.1 '.  That  he  was  not  thus  strenuous  for  victory  with 
his  intimates  in  t^tc-^'t£te  conversations  when  there  were  do 
witnesses,  may  be  easily  believed'.  Indeed,  had  his  conduct 
been  to  them  the  same  as  he  exhibited  to  the  public,  his  friends 
could  never  have  entertained  that  love  and  aficction  for  hira 
which  they  all  feel  and  profess  for  his  memory. 

But  what  appears  extraordinary  is  that  a  man  who  so  weD 
saw,  himself,  the  folly  of  this  ambition  of  shining,  of  spcakir^.  or 
of  acting  always  according  to  the  character  [he]  imagined  [be] 
possessed  in  the  world,  should  produce  himself  the  greatest 
example  of  a  contrary  conduct. 

Were  I  to  write  the  Life  of  Dr.  Johnson  I  would  labour  this 
point,  to  separate  his  conduct  that  proceeded  from  his  passions, 
and  what  proceeded  from  his  reason,  from  his  natural  dispositioe 
seen  in  his  quiet  hours '. 


him,  and  they  ta1lc«d  of  Tull's  Hni- 
bandry.  Mi.  Campbell  said  some- 
thing. Dr.  Johnson  began  to  diii- 
pute  JL  "Come,  (said  Dr.  Camp- 
btll.l  *-e  do  not  want  to  get  the 
better  of  one  another;  we  wtint  to 
cncrease  each  other's  ideas."  Dr. 
Julmson  tooV  it  in  good  part,  and 
the  convcrsatioa  then  went  oa  cooll/ 
iind  instruclively.'    /.</r,  v.  324. 

Cobbett,  on  Nov.  20,  iSac,  went  on 
'  a  sort  of  pilgrimage  li>  see  the  Farm 
ofToll  nt  Shnlbomc  in  Berkshire.., 
where  'full  wmic  that  biioJt  which 
doe«  so  mucli  honour  to  lii§  memory.' 
Rural  Rititi,  ed.  1895,  i.  43,  5. 

'  Sec  ante,  i.  33?  «.,  for  bis  're- 
course to  iibtiae  and  rudeness '  in 
arguing;  with  Keynulds  one  day  at 
dinner  about  wine.  See  also  anle, 
i.  4SS- 


*  'When  the  nueetiac  wai  «v«r, 
Mr.Stccvcns  observed,  thai  the  qucf 
tion  between  him  and  his  friend  bud 
been  agitated  with  rather  too  xax^ 
warmth.  "It  may  be  90^  Sit,  <»■ 
plied  ilic  Doctor,)  for  Burke  aaj 
I  should  have  t>een  of  one  opanton 
if  we  had  had  no  aadience."  *  TV 
dispute  had  been  about  'the  tendency 
of  siinic  pfutofthc  defence*  wfoth 
Barettl  was  to  make  on  his  thai  Ac 
bis  life.    Lijt.  iv.  334. 

' '  If  yim  come  to  scute  hoe,"  k 
said  to  Boswell,  '  we  nill  h^M  act 
day  in  the  week  on  whi<:h  we  «il 
meet  by  ourselves.  That  ut  the  b>f- 
picet  conversation  whcie  there  b  ^ 
competition)  no  vanity,  but  a  ois 
quiei  inierchan^  of  sentimeoa' 
/*.  IL  359. 


^IR  JOSHUA    REYNOLDS 


ON 


JOHNSON'S  INFLUENCE^ 


I XEUEMGER  M  r.  Burke,  speaking  of  the  Essays  of  Sir  Francis 
^on,  said,  he  thought  them  the  best  of  his  works.  Dr.  Johnson 
*^  of  opinion,  that  '  their  excellence  and  their  value  consisted 
n being  the  observations  of  a  strong  mind  operating  upon  life; 
^  in  consequence  you  find  there  what  you  seldom  find  in  other 
''oofes'.'    It  is  this  kind  of  excellence  which  gives  a  value  to  the 

'fion  ao  unfinished  Discourse, 
'"•l  bjr  Mr.  M^onc  among  Sir 
JjJ^'i  loose  papers.  Rc>-tiolds'8 
"'*'*».  cd.  1797.   vol.    i.    Preface, 

"He  told  itic  that  Bacon  v,-a£  a 
"Dorite  aulhotir  with  him  ;  but  he 
^  Mfcr  read  his  works  lill  he  i«-ai 
*^piljng  the  English  DUtiomuy, 
I*  Kbidi,  he  said,  I  mi){ht  se«  l{ac<Hi 
•Wj  oAcn  (juoted.'    IJ/e,  iii.  194. 

'fl«oa  seems  to  have  pkwcd 
*WVchieRy  with  his  £ssays,wA/<-jl 
"•■W  h^mt  to  men's  huumit  and 
•**■«>,  and  of  which  therefor*  he 
•Wilts  his  expectation  that  thc]r 
^WMv  as  long  as  ^tieis  last.'  The 
*«*M(r,  No.  10&  li  was  of  the 
Ulin  vernoQ   that    Bacon   spoke  — 

'*'s«  in  the  universal  language  it 
^y  iut  as  long  as  books  last.' 
«««'s  WVrij,  ed.   1803,  ii.   352- 


In  the  Adventurer,  Na  131.  John- 
son says  that  Bacon,  'after  having 
sur>'e)-«(l  nature  as  a  philosopher, 
had  examined  "men's  business  and 
hosoms  "  as  a  statesman.' 

Bosn-elil  quotes  Johnson  as  say- 
ing :— '  Bacon  ob»ervcs  thai  a  stout 
healthy  old  man  is  like  a  tower 
undermined.'  Life,  iv.  377.  This 
passage  I  have  never  found  In 
Uacon,  though  1  have  often  searched 
for  it.  Huet,  Johnson's  'celebrated 
Huetiu8*(**-  "''•  '72),  compared  'la 
S3nu5  ruineu&c  des  vieillards  ^  une 
lour  sapie.'  Saintc-Beuve,  Cautf 
ries  dc  Luruii,  ii.  183. 

'  Dr.  Beniley  used  to  compare 
himself  to  an  old  trunk,  which,  if 
you  let  it  alone,  will  sund  in  a 
comer  a  long  time ;  bat  if  you  jumble 
it  by  moving  it  will  soon  fail  to 
pieces.'  Nichols,  Lit.  Ante.  iv-3$>* 
performances 
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peribnnances  of  artists  also.  It  is  the  thoughts  expressed  in  the 
works  of  Michael  Angelo,  Corrc^gio,  Raffaellc,  Parmegiano,  and 
perhaps  some  of  the  old  Gothic  masters ',  and  not  the  ioventiims 
of  Pietro  da  Cortona,  Carlo  Marati,  I.uca  Giordano,  and  others, 
that  I  might  mcniioii,  which  we  seek  after  with  avidity:  from 
the  former  wc  learn  to  think  originally. 

May  I  presume  to  introduce  myself  on  this  occasion,  and  even 
to  mention,  as  an  instance  of  the  truth  of  what  f  have  remarked, 
the  very  Discourses  which  I  have  had  the  honour  of  delivering 
from  this  place  ?  Whatever  merit  they  have,  must  be  imputed. 
in  a  great  measure,  to  the  education  which  I  may  be  said  to  have 
had  under  Dr.  Johnson.  I  do  not  mean  to  say,  though  it 
certainly  would  be  to  the  credit  of  these  Discourses,  if  I  could 
say  it  with  truth,  that  he  contributed  even  a  single  sentiment  to 
them  ' ;  but  he  qualified  my  mind  to  think  justly.  Ko  man  had, 
like  him,  the  faculty  of  teaching  inferior  minds  the  art  of  thinking. 
Perhaps  other  men  might  have  equal  knowledge;  but  few  were 
90  communicative.  His  great  pleasure  was  to  talk  to  those  who 
looked  up  to  him.  It  was  here  he  exhibited  his  wonderful 
powers.  In  mixed  company,  and  frequently  in  compa.oy  that 
ought  to  have  looked  up  to  him,  many,  thinking  they  ttad  a 
character  for  learning  to  support,  considered  it  as  beneath  them 
to  enlist  in  the  train  of  his  auditors:  and  to  such  persons  he 
certainly  did  not  appear  to  advantage,  being  often  impetuous  and 
overbearing ', 


'  '  Under  ihe  rudeness  of  Coihic 
essays  a  skilful  painter  will  find 
origin^tl,  rational,  and  even  sublime 
inventions.  Ttic  works  of  Albert 
JDurcr,  Lucas  Van  Leydi^,  the 
nuincruus  invcaiions  ofTobias  Stim- 
mcr  and  Just  Amnion  alTord  a.  rich 
niass  uf  genuine  m.iterials,  which 
wrought  up  and  polished  to  clegnnce 
will  add  copiousness  to  what,  per- 
haps, without  such  aid  could  have 
aspiicd  only  to  Justness  and  pro- 
prict/.'  K«yn'0ld6's  Sixth  Discourse. 
iVorks,  1824,  i.  137.  For  Gothic 
see  also  ojtie,  t.  478. 


°  He  wrote  the  Dcdicatioa.  l^f% 
ii.  2,  R.  t,  and  anU,  ii.  39. 

"  '  On  Saturday.  May  a,  I  ifiaed 
with  him  at  Sir  Joshua  ReyiwldsV 
where  there  was  a  very  Uijc  eai>- 
pany,  and  a  £icat  deal  of  cootcrst- 
lion;  but  owing  to  toim  circun- 
stance  which  I  cannot  now  reeoUtct, 
1  have  no  record  of  any  pan  of  ii, 
except  thai  there  were  several  (wopk 
there  by  no  means  of  the  Johiueono 
school;  so  that  less  attention  v*i 
paid  to  him  than  usual,  which  poi 
him  out  of  humour;  and  upea 
some  imaginary  offenc«  from  me  Iw 
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The  desire  of  shining  in  conversation  was  in  hJm,  indeed,  a 
predominant  passion;  and  if  it  must  be  attributed  to  vanity,  let 
it  at  the  same  time  be  recollected,  thiat  it  produced  that  loqua- 
ciousness from  which  his  more  intimate  friends  derived  consider- 
able advantage.  The  observations  which  he  made  on  poetry,  on 
life  and  on  every  thing  about  us,  I  applied  to  our  art;  with 
what  success,  others  must  judge.  Perhaps  an  artist  in  hb 
4tudie3  should  pursue  the  same  conduct ;  and.  instead  of  patching 
up  a  particular  work  on  the  narrow  plaa  of  imitation,  rather  en- 
deavour to  acquire  the  art  and  power  of  thinking.  On  thb 
subject  I  have  often  spoken  ' ;  but  it  cannot  be  too  often  repeated, 
that  the  general  power  of  composition  may  be  acquired  ;  and 
when  acquired,  the  artist  may  then  lawfully  take  hints  from  his 
pretieCL'ssors.  In  reality,  iiidoL-d,  it  appears  to  me,  that  a  man 
must  begin  by  the  study  of  others.  Thuis  Bacon  became  a  great 
thinker,  by  entering  into  and  making  himself  master  of  the 
thoughts  of  other  men. 


atuclced  mc  with  such  rudeness  that 
I    iras  vexed  and  angrj-.'     Life,  iii. 

337. 

'  Reynolds's.  Stxili  Discourse  is  on 
imitaiion.     In  it  be  has  a   phrase 


which  he  probnbly  retained  from 
Johnson's  talk; — 'Sonic  sJlowance 
must  be  nria<le  (or  whai  is  said  in 
the  gaiety  of  rheloru.'  Keyitolds's 
Works,  1834,  i,  iiS. 


TWO   DIALOGUES 

BY 

SIR   yOSHUA    REYNOLDS 

JN  IMITATION  OF  JOHNSON'S  STYLE  OF  CONVERSATION* 


[The  following  jm  d'esprit  was  written  by  Sir  Joshiia  Reynolds 
to  illustrate  a  remark  which  he  had  made,  that  '  Dr.  Johnson 


'  '  These  dialo^es  were  printed  in 
1816  from  the  MS.  of  Sir  Joshua, 
by  hi»  niece,  Lady  Thomond  :  Uiey 
were  not  published,  but  rtislrihuccd 
by  her  ladyship  to  some  friends  of 
Dr.  Johnsiin  and  Sir  JoshuA.  The 
copy  which  1  have  was  spontaneously 
transmitted  lo  me  hy  Mrs.  Gwynn, 
the  friend  of  Goldsmith  nnit  of  John- 
son, whose  early  beauty  is  eelehrated 
in  the  first  part  of  tliis  work  (Vol.  i. 
p.4i4).aiid  whfi  is  siill  distinguished 
for  her  Hiiiiable  character  and  high 
memalacconiplishmenis.  LadyTho- 
iDOnd,  in  the  prefatory  note,  calls 
this  a  'j^u  (Ccsptil;'  but  I  was  in- 
formed by  the  late  Sir  George 
Beaumont,  who  knew  all  the  ponies, 
and  tn  whom  Reynolds  himself  gAvc 
a  copy  of  it,  that  if  the  words  jcu 
^esprit  were  to  be  understood  tu 
imply  that  it  was  altogether  an  in- 
vention or  Sir  Joshua's,  the  term 
would  be  erroneous.  The  substance, 
and  many  of  the  expressions,  of 
the  dialogues  did  really  occtir;  Sir 


Joshua  did  little  moie  thaa  cclka. 
as  if  into  fa'o  conversations,  whsi 
had  been  uttered  at  many,  and 
heighten  the  effect  by  the  juita- 
po&ition  of  such  diacordanl  opinioiii-' 
— Ciioct:». 

Mary  Palmer,  the  dauj{htet  af 
Sir  Joshua's  sister  Mary,  inherited 
the  hulk  of  his  property,  and  married 
the  first  Marquis  of  TtiomoiML  Lei- 
lie  and  Taylor's  Rtynt^dt^  ii.  fijj- 
Lady  Thomond  sent  a  copy  of  these 
Dialogues  to  Hannah  More  ihittj- 
six  years  after  Johnson's  death,  *rtM 
replied :— '  I  hear  the  dccp-luoed 
and  indignant  accents  of  oiir  friend 
Johnson.  I  hear  the  affecicd  pciiedi 
of  Oibbon;  the  tuitural,  the  e*f]i, 
the  friendly,  the  elegant  lai^iug^ 
the  polished  sarcasm,  softened  wiik 
the  su-ret  temper  of  Sir  Joshua.' 
Ji.  ii.  259. 

Miss  Hawkins  published  tbo  Di*' 
iogtus'in  her  AtemnirXt  i.  109. 

Re)-no]ds  lelt  Sir  George  Ben- 
roont  by  bis  will  Scbutian  Bootdoc^ 

considered 
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conndered  Gaxrick  as  his  property,  and  would  never  suffer  any 
one  to  praise  or  abuse  him  but  himself'.'  In  the  first  of  these 
supposed  dialogues,  Sir  Joshua  himself,  by  high  encomium's 
upon  Garrick,  is  represented  as  drawing  down  upon  him  John- 
son's censure ;  in  the  second,  Mr.  Gibbon,  by  taking  the  opposite 
side,  calls  forth  his  piuisc  '.] 

^^^K  Johnson  against  Garrick. 

W  Dr.  Jchnscn  and  Sir  Jcshua  R^Nffldt. 

Revnolds.  Let  mc  alone,  I'll  bring  him  out'.  (Asidf^ 
I  have  been  thinking,  Dr.  Johnson,  this  morning,  on  a  matter 
that  has  puzzled  me  very  much ;  it  Is  a  subject  that  T  dare  say 
has  often  passed  in  your  thoughts,  and  though  /  cannot,  I  dare 
say  j'i7«  have  made  up  your  mind  upon  it. 

Johnson.  Tilly  fally*!  what  is  all  this  preparation,  what  is 
all  this  mighty  matter? 

Rev.  Why,  it  is  a  very  weighty  matter.  The  subject  I  have 
been  thinking  upon  is  predestination  and  freewill,  two  things 
I  cannot  reconcile  together  for  the  life  of  mc ;  in  my  opinion, 
Dr.  Johnson,  freewill  and  foreknowledge  cannot  be  reconciled  \ 


Return  of  the  Ark,  now  in  the 
Kationnl  GAlkry.  Lcslk  and  Taylor' 3 
fifjnoldi.xud'yf).  TohimWordawonh 
addressed  ao  Eptsile,  ihough  Beau- 
fnoDt  never  saw  it.  Wordaworth's 
W^it,  ed.  1857,  iv.  308. 

'  '  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  observed, 
with  ({real  tnjth,  ihat  Johnson  con- 
ftidercd  Oarrtck  (□  be  as  it  were  his 
proptrty.  He  would  ulluw  no  man 
either  to  bfsmc  or  to  praise  Garriclt 
in  his  presence,  willioui  coniradicling 
him.*  Ij/e,  iii-  312.  See  also  einte, 
u  4)6. 

'  In  my  conscience  1  belicw;  ilic 
bai^agc  loiTS  me;  for  she  never 
speaks  well  of  me  herself,  nor  suffers 
anybody  else  to  nil  at  me.'  Con- 
gieve,  Ofii  Btuhelcr,  Act  i.  sc.  i. 
■  'Cibboo  would  scarcely  have  en- 


tered into  such  an  argument.  He 
would  not  liave  '  liustcd  himself  with 
Johnson.'  /.yif,  ii.  366,  MissBumcy 
records  his  silence  when  she  met 
him  andBurltc.  Sir  Joshua  explained 
it  by  saying,  '  He's  lerriWy  afraid 
you'll  snatch  at  him  for  a  charecter 
in  your  next  book.'  Memifirs  of  Dr. 
Burney,  ii.  239.  Horace  Walpole, 
when  the  first  volume  of  the  Ptilitte 
ami  FuJl  iippeiired,  wxoic  (Letters, 
vi.  31  i},  •!  know  Mr.  Gibbon  a  little, 
never  suspected  the  exient  of  his 
talents,  for  he  is  pcrfecdy  modest,  or 
I  want  penetration,  which  I  know  too.' 

*  For  instances  of  this  see  Letters, 
!i.  439,  and  Liff,  iii.  70. 

*  TiUyvally.     Twelfth  Night,  Act 
It,  sc  3. 

*  UusweU  often  worried  Johnson 

Johns. 
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Johns.  Sir,  il  is  not  of  very  great  importance  what  your 
opinion  is  upon  such  a  question. 

Rev.     But  I  meant  only.  Dr.  Johnson,  to  Icnow  your  opinioiL 

Johns.  No,  Sir,  you  meant  no  such  thing ;  you  meant  only 
to  show  these  gentlemen  that  you  arc  not  the  man  tlicy  took 
you  to  be,  but  that  you  think  of  high  matters  sometimes,  aitd 
that  you  may  have  the  credit  of  having  it  said  that  you  held  aa 
argument  with  Sam  Johnson  on  predestination  and  freewill ' ; 
a  subject  of  that  magnitude  as  to  have  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  world,,  to  have  perplexed  the  wisdom  of  man  for  these  two 
thousand  years ' ;  a  subject  on  which  the  fallen  angels,  who  had 
yet  net  lost  ifuir  origitial  brightneis  *,  find  themselves  in  V/andtr' 
mg  mates  hst*.  That  such  a  subject  could  be  disciwscd  in  the 
levity  of  convivial  conversation,  is  a  degree  of  absurdity  beyood 
what  is  easily  conceivable  ^ 

Rev.  It  is  so,  as  you  say,  to  be  sure;  I  talked  once  to  onr 
friend  Garrick  upon  this  subject,  but  I  remember  we  could  nuke 
nothing  of  it. 

Johns.    O  noble  pair*l 

Rev.  Garrick  was  a  clever  fellow'.  Dr.  J.;  Garrick,  take  him 
altogether^  was  certainly  a  very  great  man. 

Johns.    Garrick,  Sir,  may  be  a  great  man  in  your  opfnioo. 


about  ^KK  will,  and  got  such  answers 
as  the  following ;  — '  Sir,  w«  inmv  our 
will  is  free,  and  iktre's  an  cad  on't,' 
Lijt,  il,  il2.  '  All  ihcoiy  is  againsi  the 
freedom  of  the  will  ;  aJl  experience 
for  il.'  /fr,  iii.  291.  '  But.  Sir,  as  to 
(he  doctrine  of  Ncceiisity,  no  man 
believes  it.'  lb.  iv.  529.  Ste  iilso 
ib.  ii.  J04 ;  V.  1 17  ;  and  poU,  p.  256. 

■  AnU,  i-  385. 

•'Johnson  (with  solemn  vehe- 
mence)'. "Yes,  Mndain ;  this  is  a 
question  [the  appearance  of  ghosts] 
which  after  five  thousand  years  is  yet 
undecided;  a  question,  whether  in 
theology  or  philosophy,  one  of  the 
most  important  that  can  come  before 
the  human  undtdrstanding.'  Li/t, 
iii.  398. 


*  '  His  form  had  jtl  not  l« 
All  her  original  bnghtnus.' 

Par<iditt  Lost,  1.  591. 

•  Ib,  u.  561. 

^  '  I  wonder,  Sir.  how  a  gentlemu 
of  your  piety  can  introduce  this  sob- 
jcci  ia  a  mixed  company.'  Uftf  ti. 
354. 

^  '  Par  nobilc  fifatniin.*  HoMCK 
3  Satirii,  iii.  243. 

'  When  Reynolds  applied  the 
epithet  clever  to  Uiurick,  as  a  JMUfi- 
cation  foT  discustinj;  free-«riU  vi:i 
him,  Johnson  might  have  replied  ts 
the  words  of  his  MV/i>itary  :—'(;Znv 
is  B  low  word,  scarcely  ever  umd  boi 
in  burlesque  or  convcrsauon ;  W 
applied  to  anything  a  tii^n  likck 
wiUiout  &  settled  ineaniac-' 

U 
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as  far  as  I  know,  but  he  was  not  so  in  mine ;  little  things  arc 
great  to  h'ttle  men '. 

Rev.     I  have  heard  you  siy.  Dr.  Johnson 

Johns.  Sir,  you  never  heard  me  say  that  David  Garrick 
was  a  great  nun';  you  may  have  heard  me  say  that  Garrick 
was  a  good  repeater — of  other  men's  words — words  put  into 
his  mouth  by  other  men ;  thi»  maUcs  but  a  faint  approach 
towards  being  a  great  man. 

Rev.  But  take  Garrick  upon  the  whole,  now,  in  regard  to 
conversation 

Johns.  Well,  Sir,  in  regard  to  conversation,  I  never  discovered 
in  the  conversation  of  David  Garrick  any  intellectual  energy, 
any  wide  grasp  of  thought,  any  extensive  comprehension  of 
mind,  or  that  he  possessed  any  of  those  powers  to  which  grtat 
could,  with  any  degree  of  propriety,  be  applied  '. 

Key.    But  still 

JOfiNS.  Hold.  Sir,  I  have  not  done — there  arc,  to  be  sure, 
in  the  laxity  of  colloquial  speech,  various  kinds  of  greatness; 
a  man  may  be  a  great  tobacconist,  a  man  may  be  a  great 
painter,  he  may  be  likewise  a  great  mimic:  now  you  may  be 
the  one,  and  Garrick  the  other,  and  yet  neither  of  you  be 
great  men. 

Rev.    But,  Dr.  Johnson 

Johns.    Hold.  Sir,  I  have  often  lamented  how  dangerous  it 


'  'Tlwse  linlc  things  are  great  to 

little  man.' 

GoMamilh,  The  TrxKielUr,  1.  42. 

'  *Nay,  Sir,  a  baltad-sinifer  is  a. 

hfgber  man,  for  he  does  tw-o  things : 

be  repcAls  and  h«  siogs ;   ibcre  is 

boUi  TcdiAtion  and  music  in  lii.i  pcr- 

fomunce ;   the  pla)'er  only  reciccs.' 

U/*,  iii.  184- 

^'Talkins  of  Giirrlck,  Johnton 
taaA,  "He  is  the  first  man  in  the 
world   for  sprightly  canvenation."  * 

/*.  i.  398- 

'  Johnson.  "  Ganick's  convcrsa- 
lion  is  gay  and  grotesque.  Et  is 
a    dish  oi   alt  sorts,  but   all   good 


things.  There  is  nn  «n1i<t  meat  in 
it ;  there  is  a  want  of  seniimeni  in 
it."'  lb.  ii.  461).  lioswclL  wrote  on 
March  18,  177s; — 'Mr.  Johnson, 
when  enumerntingourChib,  observed 
of  some  of  us,  that  they  tnlkcd 
from  books,— Langton  in  particular. 
"Garrick,"  he  said,  "would  talk 
from  books,  if  he  talked  seriously." 
"7,"  said  he,  "do  not  talk  from 
bQoks  :  yott  do  not  talk  from  books." 
Tlib  was  a  compliiiteRt  to  my 
originality ;  but  I  am  afraid  I  have 
not  read  books  enough  to  be  able  to 
talk  from  ihem.'  iMters  of  BoswtU, 
p.  181. 
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is  to  iavcitigatc  and  to  discriminate  character,  to  men  who 
have  no  discriminative  powers '. 

ReY.  But  Garrick,  as  a  companioQ,  I  heard  you  say — 1» 
longer  ago  than  last  Wednesday,  at  Mr.  Thralc's  tabic 

Johns.  You  tease  mc.  Sir-  Whatever  you  may  have  heard 
me  say,  no  longer  ago  than  last  Wednesday,  at  Mr.  Thrale's 
table,  I  tell  you  I  do  not  say  so  now  :  besides,  as  I  said  before, 
you  may  not  have  understood  me,  you  misapprehended  aw, 
you  may  not  have  heard  me. 

Rev.     I  am  very  sure  I  heard  you. 

Johns.  Besides,  besides,  Sir,  besides,^^k>  you  not  know,— are 
you  so  ignorant  as  not  to  know,  that  it  is  the  highest  degree  of 
rudeness  to  quote  a  man  against  himself*? 

Rev.  But  if  you  difTcr  from  yourself,  and  give  one  opintoo 
to-day 

Johns.    Have  done,  Sir ;  the  company,  you  sec,  arc  tired, 


as  well  as  myself*. 

'  '  Dr.  Jobnson  (said  Reynulds) 
was  food  of  discriminalion,  wliich  he 
could  not  show  wnhoui  pointing  out 
the  bad  as  well  is  the  good  m  cv<ry 
character;  and  as  his  friends  wue 
those  whose  characters  he  knew  best, 
Ihcy  afforded  him  the  best  oppor- 
tunity for  shoiving  (he  acuteness  of 
hiii  judgment.'     Li/e,  \\.  306. 

*  ■  One  of  the  company  provoked 
hiro  greatly  by  doin^  what  he  could 
least  of  aJl  bear,  which  was  quoting 
sornething  of  his  own  writing,  against 
what  be  then  maintained.  "What, 
Sir,  (cried  the  gentleman,)  do  you 
say  to 

•The  busy  day,  the  peaceful  niyht, 
Unfelt,  uncounted, glided  byl'"^ 

Johnson  tinding  himself  thus  pre- 
sented as  giving  an  instance  of  a  man 
who  had  litx'd  without  uneasiness, 
was  much  offended,  for  he  looked 
upt>n  such   a   ((uotatiuR  jia   unfair. 


His  anger  bunt  out  in  an  oajnMiD- 
ablc  retort,  insinuating  thai  the 
gentleman's  remark  was  a  saSy  «f 
cbriety;  "Sir,  there  is  one  pM»N 
I  would  advise  you  to  coiuaand: 
when  you  have  drunk  out  that  gtaa^ 
don't  drink  aBother."'  Ih.  it.  174- 
The  quotation  is  from  the  Una  #* 
LeveU.    Tb.  iv.  138. 

*  'Johnson  could  not  biook  V^ 
p«Aring  10  be  worsted  in  ar;^ainaK, 
even  when  he  had  taken  the  wioof 
side,  to  shew  the  force  and  dexteril]' 
of  his  talents.  When,  ther^ore.  be 
perceived  that  his  opponent  Kuned 
ground,  he  had  recoiusc  to  sooc 
sudden  mode  of  robost  ao{)laacry< 
Once  when  I  was  pressing  upon  hni 
with  visible  ndvjtntagc,  he  stopped 
me  thus :  "  My  dear  Uoawdl,  kt'» 
hare  no  more  of  this  :  you'll  vsaiet 
nothing  of  it,  I'd  rather  have  yoa 
whistle  a  Scotch  tune."'  /*.  i*^ 
111. 
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T  OTHER   SfDE. 

Dr.  yoknson  and  Mr.  Gibbon. 

Johnson.  No,  Sir ;  GarHck's  fame  was  prodigious,  not  only 
in  England,  hut  over  all  Europe '.  Even  in  Russia '  I  have  been 
told  he  was  a  proverb;  when  any  one  had  repeated  well,  he 
was  called  a  second  Garrick. 

Gibbon.  I  think  he  had  full  as  much  reputation  as  he  de- 
served. 

Johns.  I  do  not  pretend  to  know,  Sir,  what  your  meaning 
may  be,  by  saying  he  had  as  much  reputation  as  he  deserved ; 
he  deserved  much,  and  he  had  much. 

Gib.  Why,  surety,  Dr.  Johnson,  his  merit  was  in  small  things 
only,  he  had  none  of  those  qualities  that  make  a  real  great 
man. 

Johns.  Sir,  I  as  little  understajid  what  your  meaning  m.iy 
be  when  you  speak  of  the  qualities  that  make  a  great  man  ;  it 
is  a  vague  term.  Garrick  was  no  common  man ;  a  man  above 
the  common  size  of  men  may  surely,  without  any  great  impro- 
priety, be  called  a  great  man.  In  my  opinion  he  has  very 
reasonably  fulfilled  the  prophecy  which  he  once  reminded  mc 
of  having  made  to  his  mother,  when  she  asked  roe  how  little 
David  went  on  at  school  *,  that  I  should  say  to  her.  that  he 
would  come  to  be  hanged,  or  come  to  be  a  great  man.  No, 
Sir,  it  is  undoubtedly  true  that  the  same  qualities,  united  with 
virtue  or  with  vice,  make  a  hero  or  a  rt^ue,  3  great  general 
or  a  highwayman.    Now  Garrick,  wc  are  sure,  was  never  lianged. 


■  'Johnton  Enid  of  Garrick.  "Sir, 
a  man  who  has  a  nation  to  admire 
him  every  nit:hl  may  well  be  expected 
tu  be  somewhat  claicd." '  Lift,  iv.  7. 
*  His  death  eclipsed  Ibe  gaiety  of 
oatiom.'    Ji.  \.  83. 

*  *  Even  in  Russia,  where,  as  Mrs. 
Carter  bumnrou-tly  observed,  ihcy 
wer«  jtiii  Iciming  to  walk  upon  ihctr 
bind  legs,  an  uccvunl  wiis  [jubltshcd 
of  her."  Memoirs  of  Mrs.  Cai  ter, 
i,  213.    It  WM  entitled,  •Anecdotes 


au  Sujci  d'line  savanie  Fillc  en 
Ang-lcterr«;  publi^c$  dans  le  Sot- 
Gchincnic,  ou  Mckngcs  de  Litltfra- 
turc  CQ  Kuisc.  pour  le  mois  dc  Mai, 

1759.  P-  4?o-'  /*■  "■  4'7-  A  trans- 
lation ai  Jastph  Andrettft  vnta  pub- 
lished in  St.  I'cicrsburgh  in  J773. 
Strangely  ciK-ugh  n  rail  way- station 
is  c^Iod  in  Kussian  ynuxhiid!,  after 
the  famous  g.trdcns  in  Chcl»ca. 

'  Garrick  was  nineteen  when  he 
became  Johnson's  pupiL 

and 
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and  in  regard  to  hts  being  a  great  man,  you  must   take  the 

whole  man  together,  tt  must  be  considered  in  how  man}' 
things  Garrick  excelled  in  which  every  man  desires  to  excel : 
setting  aside  his  excellence  as  an  actor,  in  which  he  is  acknow- 
ledged to  be  unrivalled:  as  a  man.  as  a  poet,  as  a  convivial 
companion ',  you  will  liod  but  few  his  equals,  and  none  his 
superior.  As  a  man,  he  was  kind,  friendly,  benevolent,  and 
generous. 

Gm.  Of  Garrick's  gcncroaily  I  never  heard  ;  I  understood  his 
character  to  be  totally  the  reverse,  and  that  he  was  reckoned 
to  have  loved  money. 

JOHKS-  That  he  loved  money,  nobody  will  dispute ;  who  docs 
not?  but  if  you  mean,  by  loving  money,  that  he  was  paisi- 
monioua  to  a  fault,  Sir,  you  have  been  misinformed.  To  Foote*. 
and  such  scoundreU,  who  circulated  those  reports,  to  such 
profligate  spendthrifts  prudence  is  meanness,  and  economy  is 
avarice.  That  Garrick,  in  early  youth,  was  brought  up  in  strict 
habits  of  economy,  I  believe,  and  that  they  were  necessary, 
I  have  heard  from  himselfi  to  suppose  that  Garrick  might 
inadvertently  act  from  this  habit,  and  be  saving  in  small  things, 
can  be  no  wonder':  but  let  it  be  remembered  at  the  same  time, 
that  if  he  was  frugal  by  habit,  he  was  liberal  from  principle^; 


'  'Garrick  wai  a  very  good  mfin, 
thecheerfullcst  inajiof  hisagc'  Li/e, 
iti.  3J7*  'Having  cxpati.itcd  with 
his  usufll  force  and  cloqucnirc  on  his 
extraordinary  eminence  as  an  actor, 
Johnson  concluded :  "  And  after  all. 
Madam.  I  thought  him  less  to  be 
envied  on  the  stage  than  at  the  head 
of  a  tabic." '     /*.  iv.  343. 

*  'Fooic  used  to  say  of  Garrick 
thai  he  walked  oui  with  an  intention 
to  do  a  fcenerous  action ;  but,  turning 
the  comer  of  a  Jtreel,  he  met  with 
the  ghost  of  a  halfpenny,  which 
frightened  him.'  74.  iii.  264.  'There 
is  a  witty  satirical  story  of  Koote. 
He  had  a  small  bust  of  Gunick 
placed  upon  bia  bureau.  "You  may 
be  surprised  (said  he)  chat  I  allow 
him  to  be  50  near  my  gold  ;— bu: 


you  wiU  observe  he  has  no  hands." 
li.  iv.  334. 

^  '  GarTick(sa!(l  John5oin)wasveiy 
poor  when  he  began  ltfi>;  so  wbcfl 
he  came  to  ha^'e  money  he  probiMf 
was  very  unskilful  in  giving  mq, 
and  saved  when  he  should  not.  Bill 
Garrick  be{;an  to  be  liberal  as  soon 
as  be  could.'  U.  iii.  70,  '  He  began 
ibc  world  with  a  girai  hunger  fat 
money ;  the  son  of  a  half>pay  oAccii 
bred  in  a  family  whose  study  «at  n 
tnukc  four-pence  do  as  much  U 
others  made  four-pence  lialfpaoT 
do.  But  when  he  got  money  be  «a* 
very  liberal."     /*.  iii.  3S7. 

*  '  Swift  was  frugal  by  inclinatioo. 
but  libemt  by  principle.*  Wt¥h^ 
viii.  323:. 

that 
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lat  when  he  acted  from  reflection,  he  did  what  his  fortune 
enabled  him  to  do,  and  what  ih'as  expected  from  such  a  fortune. 
I  remember  no  instance  of  David's  parsimony  but  once,  when 
he  stopped  Mrs.  VVuffingtoii  from  replenishing  the  tea-pot;  it 
was  already,  he  said,  as  red  as  blood :  and  this  instance  is 
doubtful,  and  happened  many  years  ago'.  In  the  latter  part 
of  his  life  I  obscn'cd  no  blameable  parsimony  in  David;  his 
tabic  was  elef;ant  and  even  splendid;  his  house  both  in  town 
and  country,  his  equipage,  and  t  think  all  his  habits  of  life, 
were  such  as  might  be  expected  from  a  man  who  had  acquired 
great  riches'.  In  regard  to  his  generosity,  which  you  seem  to 
question,  I  shall  only  say.  there  is  no  man  to  whom  I  would 
apply  with  more  confidence  of  success,  for  the  loan  of  two 
hundred  pounds  to  assist  a  common  friend,  than  to  David, 
and  this  too  with  very  little,  if  any,  probability  of  its  being 
lepaid '. 

Gib.  You  were  going  to  say  something  of  him  as  a  writer — 
you  don't  rate  him  very  high  as  a  poet, 

Johns.  Sir,  a  man  may  be  a  respectable  poet  without  bang 
a  Homer,  as  a  man  may  be  a  good  player  without  being 
a  Garrick.  In  the  lighter  kinds  of  poetrjf,  in  the  appendages 
of  the  drama,  he  was,  if  not  the  first,  in  the  very  first  class*. 
He  had  a  readiness  and  facility,  a  dexterity  of  mind  that 
appeared  extraordinary  even  to  men  of  experience,  and  who 
are  not  apt  to  wonder  from  ignorance.  Writing  prologues, 
epilogues,  and  epigrams,  he  said  he  considered  as  his  trade', 
and  he  was,  what  a  man  should  be,  always,  and  at  all  times, 
ready  at  his  trade.    He  required  two  hours  for  a  prologue ''  or 


•  RefDolds  had  the  nnecdote  frotn 
Johnson,  who  had  been  present  ut 
the  lea  party.     Life,  Jii.  364,  n.  4. 

•  '  Gurick  might  have  been  much 
bettM-  attacked  for  living  with  more 
sptcodourthARiASuiubtctaa  player.' 
Ji.  Hi.  71- 

•  'Yes,  Sir,  I  know  that  Garrick 
has  gi*^'>  awny  more  money  thnn 
any  num  in  England  ihal  I  am  ac- 
quainted  Mill,  and   ihat   not  frgm 


oaicrtatious  views.'    fb.  iii,  70.    See 
;i!!JO  ib.  iii.  364.  n.  3. 
*  '  As  a  wit,  if  not  first,  in  die  very 
first  line.' 

Goldsmith's  RttiUiatimi. 
'  Canick    said:— 'I   am    a   little 
of    an    epigrammatist    myself,   you 
know.'    IJfi,  iii.  358. 

'    '  Dryden    (said    Johnson)    has 

written  piaiogucs  superior  10   any 

that  David  Garrick  has  wricic^n ;  but 

epilogue 


epilogue,  and  live  minutes  for  an  epigram.  Once  at  Buritc's 
tabic  the  company  proposed  a  subject,  and  Garriclc  fmisbed 
his  epigram  within  the  time  ;  the  same  experiment  was  repeated 
in  the  garden,  and  with  the  same  success. 

Gib.  Garrjck  h;id  some  flippancy  of  parts,  to  be  sure^  and 
wa*  brisk  and  lively  in  company,  and  by  the  help  of  tnimicry 
and  story  •telling,  made  himself  a  pleasant  companion  ;  but  here 
the  whole  world  gave  the  superiority  to  Foote,  and  Garrick 
himself  appears  to  have  felt  as  if  his  genius  was  rebuked '  by 
the  superior  powers  of  Foote.  It  has  been  often  observed,  thit 
Garrick  never  dared  to  enter  into  competition  with  him,  bat 
was  content  to  act  an  under  part  to  bring  Foote  out. 

JOHN.S.  That  this  conduct  of  Garrick's  might  be  intcrprete*! 
by  the  gross  minds  of  Foote  and  his  friends,  as  if  he  vf3A  afraid 
to  encounter  him,  I  can  easily  imagine.  Of  the  natural  sapt- 
riority  of  Garrick  over  Foote,  this  conduct  is  an  instance;  be 
disdained  entering  into  competition  with  such  a  fellow,  and 
made  him  the  buffoon  of  the  company;  or,  as  you  say,  broi^ 
him  out.  And  what  was  at  last  brought  out  but  coarse  jests 
and  vulgar  merrinient.  indecency  and  impiety',  a  relation  of 
events  whidi,  upon  tlie  face  of  them,  could  never  have  Iiappened, 
characters  grossly  conceived  and  as  coarsely  represented?  Foote 
was  even  no  mimic ;  he  went  out  of  himself,  it  is  true,  bm 
without  going  into  another  man';  he  was  excelled  by  Ganick 


David  Garrick  has  written  more  pood 
prologues  tlian  Diyden    has  clunc' 

Ij/f,  ii.  325. 

Horace  Walpole  wrote  etf  Garrick 
on  Oct.  16,  1769  {l.titfT},  V.  \<f}\  :— 
'As  chat  innn's  writings  will  be  pre- 
served by  liis  name,  who  will  believe 
that  he  w.-is  a  tolerable  ac-tor.  His 
prologues  >ind  epilogues  ;ire  as  b^d 
aa  his  PintLirics  and  Pantomimes.' 

A  fcw  munlhs  cailier  J.  Sharp 
wrote  to  Gamck  trom  Cambridge:  — 
*  1  met  Mr.  Gray  here  at  dinner  last 
Sunday;  he  apokc  handsomely  of 
yunr  happy  kuack  at  epilogues.' 
Oarriik  Carres,  i.  349. 


'  Under  htm 
My  Genius  is  rcbakcd.* 

Ufatbtth,  Act  ill.  se  I ,  L  SS- 
*  Johnson  in  a  letter  to  MK 
Thtalc  said  :— 'Murphy  ougbt  » 
write  Foolc's  life,  at  least  10  fire  ik 
world  a  Foottana^  As  a  nuipail 
note  on  this  Barettj  wrote:— 'Out 
half  0/  it  lud  been  a  uriti{  of  <^ 
sccnitics.'     Letters,  ii.  55, 

'  'Bostt-ELL.  -Idon"ithinkFoo»e 
a  good  mimic,  Sir."  JOHSsos.  "N*. 
Sir;  hij  iniitaiiotis  ate  not  like.  He 
gives  you  something  diRcrcnt  ftoa 
faiinscif,  but  not  the  chanictcr  «likk 
he  meaju  to  assume.     He  g«rs  a« 

even 
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even  in  this,  which  is  considered  as  Foote*s  greatest  excellence. 
Garrick,  besides  his  exact  imitation  of  the  voice  and  gesture  of 
his  original,  to  a  degree  of  refinement  of  which  Foote  had  no 
conception,  exhibited  the  mind  and  mode  of  thinking  of  the 
person  imitated.  Besides,  Garrick  confined  his  powers  within 
the  limits  of  decency;  he  had  a  character  to  preserve,  Footc 
had  none '.  By  Foote's  buffoonery  and  broad-faced  merriment  *, 
pri^'atc  friendship,  public  decency,  and  c-\-cry  thing  estimable 
amongst  men.  were  trod  under  foot.  Wc  all  know  the  differ- 
ence of  their  reception  in  the  world.  No  man,  however  high 
in  rank  or  literature,  but  was  proud  to  know  Garrick.  and  was 
glad  to  have  him  at  his  table  ^ ;  no  man  ever  considered  or 
treated  Garrick  as  a  player;  he  may  be  said  to  have  stepped 
out  of  his  own  rank  into  a  higher,  and  by  raising  himself,  he 
raised  the   rank  of  his  profession  ^     At  a  convivial  table  his 


of  htinadr  without  going  into  other 
people.*  /J/e,\\.i^.  Toole  being 
raeii(ion«d,  Jiihnsnn  itaid,  "He  is 
not  a.  goiJ<i  mimic"'     /*■  iii.  69. 

*  '  Then  Foolc  has  a  great  ritnge 
for  wit;  be  never  lew  truth  stand 
between  him  and  a  Jest,  and  he  is 
somciitnc!)  michiy  coarse.  GAirick 
is  under  many  rcstriiints  Tram  whidi 
Foore  i»  free'  //i.  iii.  69.  'Gainclt 
is  restrained  h)'  tome  principle,  but 
Fooie  bas  the  advantagi:  of  an  un- 
limited range.'    Ji.  t.  391. 

'  *  Foole  told  me  (writes  Boswell) 
tluil  Joftnson  said  of  him  : — "  For 
loud,  obstreperous, broad-faced  mirth 
I  know  not  his  equal,""    Jb.  iii,  70, 

M.  1. 

'  'A  geDtlcman  attacked  Garrick 
Sta  being  vain.  Johnson.  "  No 
wonder,  Sir.  that  he  is  vain  ;  a  man 
who  it  perpetually  dalicrcd  in  every 
BKkIc  that  can  be  conceived-  So 
many  bctlow-s  have  blown  (he  Hre, 
tluti  one  wonders  he  is  not  by  this 
IJBM  become  a  cinder."  Boswelu 
•*  And  soch  bcllowt  loo.  Lord  Maiis- 
Geld   with  his  checks  like  to  burst : 

VOL.  II. 


Lord  Chatham  like  an  /Eolua.  I 
have  read  such  notes  from  ihcm  to 
him,  as  were  enough  to  turn  his 
head.'"    /4.  ii.  aaj. 

AmonK  the  p.-ill- bearers  at  his 
funcnti  were  the  Duke  of  Devonshire, 
Earl  Spencer,  the  Earl  of  Ossory, 
Lord  Camden,  and  Viscount  Palmex- 
scon.  The  scmce  was  performed  by 
the  Bishop  of  Rochester.  The  train 
of  carriages  reached  from  Charing 
Cross  to  the  Abbey.  Murphy's 
Garriei,  p.  349. 

*  '  Here  is  a  roan  who  h.is  ad- 
vanced the  dignity  of  his  proression. 
Garrick  hns  made  a  iiJuycr  a  higher 
character,*     Lift,  iii-  363. 

A  gnat  ehange  had  laken  place 
before  Garrick's  day.  Pope  wrote 
in  1735  of  the  players  in  Shake- 
speare's lime : — 'They  were  led  into 
the  Buttery  by  the  Steward,  not 
plac'd  at  tlic  Lord's  table,  or  Lady's 
toilette  ;  and  conscqucnilx  wcie  en- 
tirely depriv'd  of  those  advantages 
they  now  enjoy  tn  the  familiar  con- 
versation of  our  Nohility,  and  an 
intimacy  (not  to  say  dciirncsg)  with 
&  exhilarating 


the 

il 
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exhilarating  powers  were  unrivalled  ;  he  was  lively,  entertatntng, 
quick  in  discerning  the  ridicule  of  life,  and  as  ready  in  repre- 
senting it ;  and  on  graver  subjects  there  were  few  topics  in 
which  be  could  not  bear  his  part.  It  is  injurious  to  the  character 
of  Garrick  to  be  named  in  the  same  breath  with  Foote '.  That 
Toote  was  admitted  sometimes  Into  good  company  (to  do  the 
man  what  credit  I  can)  I  will  allow,  but  then  it  was  mei 
to  play  tricks:  Foote's  merriment  was  that  of  a  buflfooa', 
Garrick's  that  of  a  gentleman^ 

Gib.  I  Have  been  told,  on  the  contrary,  that  Garriclc  la 
company  had  not  the  easy  manners  of  a  gentleman. 

Johns.  Sir,  I  don't  know  what  you  may  have  been  told,  or 
what  your  Ideas  may  be,  of  the  manners  of  a  gentleman ;  Garrick 
had  no  vulgarity  in  his  manners ;  it  is  true  Garrick  had  not 
the  airiness  of  a  fop,  nor  did  he  assume  an  affected  indifference 
to  what  was  passing ;  he  did  not  lounge  from  the  table  to  the 
window,  and    from  thence   to    the    Bre,    or,   whilst    you   wcrt 

people  of  thft  first  condition.'    John- 
son's   HJiiikei^eare,   vol  i.   Preface, 

P-90- 

'  On  Foote's  death  Johnson  wroie 
to  Mt3.  Thnlf  :— '  Did  you  think  he 
w«uld  50  soon  be  gone  ?  Life,  suys 
Falaiaff,  is  a  shuttle.  He  was  a  tine 
fellow  in  his  way;  and  the  world  Js 
really  impovemhed  by  his  sinking 
glories.'    Leiltn,  ii.  55. 

•  'BoswELL.  "If  Pellerton  and 
Fooie  were  lo  walk  rata  this  ronm, 
you  would  respect  Betterton  much 
more  ihan  Fooie."  JOHNSON.  "If 
Iitittciion  were  i<i  watk  into  this 
rooni  wilh  Fooie,  Foote  would  soon 
drive  him  out  of  it.  Fnole,  Sir, 
gua/iHus  Footc.  has  powers  superior 
to  them  all."  '     Li/e,  \'n.  iSj. 

How  grent  an  actor  Bettcnon  was 
is  shown  liy  a  fine  paper  In  ihc 
TaHer  (No.  167)  on  his  funcial  in 
Wesiminsler  Abbey.  'From  his 
action,"  writes  Steele, '  I  had  received 
mor«  strong  impiebuons  uf  what  is 
great  and  noble  in  huioan   oaturc 


than  bom  the  ar^iuneots  of  the 
solid  philosophers,  or  the  doctip- 
tions  of  the  molt  chamiDg  poeu 
I  had  ever  read.'  Steele  goes  ea  to 
quote  the  lines  beginning 
'To-morrow,  and  to-morrow,  ud 
to-inorroir,* 
from  the  test,  I  suppow,  at  ttut 
lime  in  common  use  on  the  lUgt. 
'The  way  to  dusty  death,'  faf  a- 
stancc,  a  changed  'to  ibe  ewal 
night." 

Dr.  Wanoo  says  that  'an  old 
ficquenter  of  (he  theatre*  told  bus 
that  on  Bettenon's  last  perfomunoe 
'  inany  spectators  got  into  the  piiy- 
housc  by  nine  o'clock  in  the  morainb 
and  carried  with  them  provisMUiir 
the  day.'  ^\■a^OII■s  Pope's  Wmh, 
ed.  1SS3,  vil  119. 

*  'Johnson.  "Gankk'a  put 
distinction  is  his  universality.  Bt 
can  represent  all  modes  of  life  b(C 
that  of  an  easy  (inc-btcd  geaitle 
man."'    Li/e,v.  126. 

addrcsaiae 


Sir  Joshua  Reynolds, 


243 


froni 


and  talk 


IdressJDf  your  discourse  to  him,  t 
his  next  neighbour,  or  give  any  indicition  that  he  was  tired  of 
your  company';  if  such  manners  form  your  ideas  of  a  fine 
gentleman,  GArrick  certainly  had  them  not. 

Gib.  I  mean  that  Garrick  was  more  overawed  by  the  presence 
of  the  great,  and  more  obsequious  to  rank,  than  Foote,  who 
considered  himseir  as  their  equal,  and  treated  them  with  the 
same  familiarity  as  ihcy  treated  each  other. 

Johns.  He  did  so,  and  what  did  the  fellow  get  by  it  ?  The 
grossDCSS  of  his  mind  prevented  him  from  seeing  that  this 
lamiliarity  was  merely  .suffered  as  they  would  ptay  with  a  dog ; 
he  got  no  ground  by  affecting  to  call  peers  by  their  surnames ; 
the  foolLsh  fellow  fancied  that  lowering  them  was  raising  himself 
to  their  level;  tliis  affectation  of  familiarity  with  the  great, 
this  childish  ambition  of  momentary  exaltation  obtained  by  the 
neglect  of  those  ceremonies  which  custom  has  established  as 
the  barriers  between  one  order  of  society  and  another,  only 
showed  his  folly  and  meajincss";  he  did  not  see  that  by 
encroaching  on  others"  dignity,  he  puts  himscilf  in  their  power 
either  to  be  repelled  with  helpless  indignity,  or  endured  by 
clemency  and  condescension  *.  Garrick,  by  paying  due  respect 
to  rank,  respected   himself;  what  he  gave  was  returned,  and 


*  'There  are  fuid  Johnson)  ten 
geoCcd  women  for  one  genteel  man, 
because  they  arc  roon:  icstraincd. 
A  man  wiihout  some  dcii:ree  of  re- 
(tiauu  is  iniuiferable ;  but  we  are 
ail  less  restrained  than  women.  Were 
K  woioKD  aitlins  in  company  to  put 
out  her  legri  before  lier  as  tnosl  men 
do,  we  should  be  lempted  to  kick 
th«in  in.*    Li/e,  Lii.  53. 

*  '  lie  again  insisied  on  tlic  duty 
at  tnaint^ning  su  bard  i  nation  oi  rank. 
"Sir,  1  would  no  more  deprive  a 
nobleman  of  bis  respect,  than  of  his 
waooey.  1  consider  mysel/  as  aciin^' 
aput  in  x\k  gieai  system  of  society, 
Md  1  do  (o  others  a«  I  would  have 
ibeiD  to  do  to  roc.  I  would  behave 
to  a  Doblcman  as  I  should  cxprct  he 
would  behave  to  me,  were  1  a  noble- 


man and  he  Sam.  Johnson. . . .  There 
would  be  a  perpclual  struggle  for 
precedence  wcte  there  no  hxed  in- 
variable rules  for  the  distinction  of 
rank,  which  creates  no  jealousy  as 
it  is  allowed  (o  be  acddcntot.'  lb, 
i.  44?.  '  No  one,'  wrote  Mrs.  Pioizi, 
'  was  so  careful  to  maintain  the  cere- 
monies of  Eifeas  Dr.  Johnson.'  Afttf, 
i.  318. 

'  '  A  Kreai  mind  disdains  to  hold 
any  thing  by  courtesy,  and  therefore 
never  usurps  what  a  lawful  claimant 
may  take  away.  He  that  encroaches 
on  another's  dignity  puts  himself  in 
his  power ;  he  is  either  repelled  wiih 
helpless  indignity,  or  endured  by 
clcmcnc>*andcoDdcBccn^on.'  Witrks, 
viii.  225. 
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what  was  returned  he  kept  for  ever ;  his  advancement  was  on 
firm  ground,  he  was  recognised  in  pubh'c  its  well  as  respected 
in  private,  and  as  no  man  was  ever  more  courted  and  better 
received  by  the  public,  so  do  man  was  ever  less  sptnled  by 
its  Battery :  Garrick  continued  advancing  to  the  last,  till  he  had 
acquired  every  advantage  that  high  birth  or  title  could  bcdtow. 
except  the  precedence  of  going  into  a  room  ;  but  when  he  was 
there,  he  was  treated  with  as  much  attention  as  the  first  man 
at  the  table.  It  is  to  the  credit  of  Garrick,  that  he  never  laid 
any  claim  to  this  distinction ;  it  u'as  as  voluntarily  allowed  as 
if  it  had  been  his  birthright'.  In  this,  I  confess,  I  looked  on 
David  with  some  degree  of  envy,  not  so  much  for  the  respect 
he  received,  as  for  the  manner  of  its  being  acquired  ;  what  fell 
into  his  lap  unsought,  I  have  been  forced  to  claim.  I  begaa 
the  world  by  fighting  my  way.  There  was  something  about 
me  that  invited  insult,  or  at  least  a  disposition  to  neglect*, 
and  I  i,vas  equally  disposed  to  repel  in-tult  and  to  claim  altentioo, 
and  I  fear  continue  too  much  in  this  disposition  now  it  is  no 
longer  necessary  ;  I  receive  at  present  as  much  favour  as  I  have 
a  right  to  expect.  I  am  not  one  of  the  complainers  of  the 
neglect  of  merit  *. 


'  'I  thcDsIily  introduced  Mr.  Car- 
rick's  fame,  and  his  a:»umin^  the 
airs  of  x  gicii  man.  JoHNSON. 
'*  Sir,  it  is  wonderful  how  UllU 
Gaixiclc  usuincs.  No,  Sir,  Garrick 
Jortunnm  rev(rtnUr  kabet.  Con- 
sider, Sir:  celebrated  men,  such  as 
you  have  mentioned,  have  had  their 
apiiLiuse  u(  a  diaLincc ;  but  Gurrick 
hnd  it  dashed  in  his  face,  sounded  la 
his  cars,  and  went  home  every  night 
with  the  plAiidiis  of  a  thau&a,nd  in 
hia  iramum.  Then.  Sir.  Garrick 
did  not  Ji*ui,  but  tnade  his  way  to 
the  tables,  the  levees,  and  almost 
the  b>ed-chiunbcts  of  the  great. ...  If 
all  this  had  happened  to  mc,  I  should 
have  had  a  couple  of  fellows  with 
long  poles  walkiDR  Iwfore  me,  to 
knock  down  every  body  that  stood 
in  the  way.    Consider,  if  all  tbis  had 


happened  to  Cibber  or  Quint  they'd 
have  jumgKd  over  the  mooa— S'a 
Garrick  speaks  to  ns"  (trnQing).' 
Uft,  iii.  363. 

■  'Dr.  Johnson  told  Mr.  Tlinle 
once  thai  he  had  nevi<r  sought  to 
please  till  past  thirty  years  nU, 
roiiKidcTing  the  maltcr  as  hop^BL* 
Anu,  i.  318. 

'  Strang  however,  it  is  to  cossda 
how  few  of  the  great  sought  JokD- 
son's  society.'  Ufe,\r.\\^.  '  I  ncW 
have  sought  ihc  world  (be  said;)  Ae 
world  was  not  to  seek  mc'  A  ir. 
172. 

^  'JOIINSOH.  "Sir,  I  have  vem 
camplBincd  of  the  woild  ;  nOr  ds 
I  think  that  1  have  reason  to  on- 
plain.  It  is  rather  to  be  wuixlenl 
at  that  I  have  «o  much."*  J%  ^ 
116. 

Gib. 
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Gib.  Yeur  pretensions,  Dr.  Johnson,  nobody  will  dbpote ; 
]  cannot  place  Garrick  on  the  same  footing:  your  reputation 
will  continLe  increasing  after  your  death,  when  Garrick  will 
be  totally  forgotten  ;  you  will  be  for  ever  considered  as  a 
classic 

Johns.  Enough,  Sir,  enough  ;  the  company  would  be  better 
pleased  to  see  us  quarrel  than  bandying  compliments'. 

Gib.  But  you  must  allow.  Dr.  Johnson,  that  Garrick  wa.s  too 
much  a  slave  to  fame,  or  rather  to  the  mean  ambition  of  living 
with  the  great,  tcrriblj'  afraid  of  making  himself  cheap  trven  with 
them  ;  by  which  he  debarred  him.sclf  of  much  pleasant  society. 
Employing  so  much  attention,  and  so  much  management  upon 
such  itttic  things,  implies,  1  think,  a  little  mind,  ft  was  ob.servcd 
by  his  friend  Colman,  that  he  never  went  into  company  but  with 
a  plot  how  to  get  out  of  it ';  he  was  every  minute  called  out, 
and  went  off  or  returned  as  there  was  or  was  not  a  probability  of 
his  shining. 

Johns.  In  regard  to  his  mean  ambition,  as  you  call  it,  of 
living  with  the  great,  what  was  the  boast  of  Pope',  and  is  every 


'  *li  was  not  for  me  to  bandy 
civUities  with  my  Sovereign.'    Life, 

U.35- 

•Come,  .Sir,  \a'\  have  no  more  of 
it.  We  offended  one  another  by  our 
contention ;  let  ub  not  offend  the 
oompuiy  by  our  compliments.'  Ji. 
iv.  336. 

'  *Malonc(aidth.itGarrickalways 
took  c«rc  to  leave  company  with  a 
good  impresuon  in  his  rnvnur.  After 
be  bad  told  some  good  story,  or 
defeated  an  asiagonist  by  mc  or 
laiUcry.  he  often  disappointed  people 
who  ho|>c<l  thai  be  would  continue 
lo  enieitain  them.  But  he  was  so 
ajtifieial  thai  he  could  break  away 
in  the  uidal  vf  the  highctl  festivity, 
merely  in  order  lo  secure  the  im- 
pre-rtion  be  had  made.  On  this  pan 
of  his  character  it  was  well  said  hy 
Colman,  that  he  never  came  into 
conipaiiy  without  laying  a  plot  for  an 


escape  out  of  it.'  Prior's  Maione, 
p.  376,  Reynolds  described  to 
Malone  'tlic  plots  Garrick  laid  for 
merrimcni,'  and  how  one  of  ihcm 
so  utterly  failed  that,  having  Fox, 
Hurke,  Gibbon,  Sheridnn,  licauclerc, 
anJ  Reynolds  as  his  guests,  he  inade 
it  'one  of  the  most  va^iid  days  ihcy 
had  ever  spent,'    /^.  p.  417. 

'That  "artifice"  of  his  has  Icfl 
such  an  impression  in  the  theatre, 
Ihat  Ihe  phrase  "as  deep  as  Garrick" 
is  s[dl  current  stage  slang.'  Leslie 
and  Taylors  (ieynoidi^  ii.  319. 

'  Johnson  says  of  Pope:— 'Next 
to  the  pleasure  of  contemplating  his 
possessions,  seems  to  be  that  of 
enumerating  the  men  of  high  rank 
with  whom  he  was  acquainted.' 
Works,  viii,  313.  '  His  scom  oJ  the 
great  is  loo  often  repeated  to  be  real ; 
no  man  thinks  much  of  that  which 
he  despises.'    Ilf.  p.  316. 

man's 
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man's  wish,  can  be  no  reproach  to  Garrick;  he  who  says  he 
despises  it  knows  he  lies '.  That  Garrick  husbanded  hi»  f^mc, 
the  fame  which  be  had  justly  acquired  both  at  the  theatre  and 
at  the  table,  is  not  denied  ;  but  where  ts  the  blame,  cither  in  tbe 
one  or  the  other,  of  leaving  as  little  as  he  could  to  chanoeP 
Beside*,  Sir,  consider  what  you  have  said  ;  you  first  deay 
Garrick's  prctcosions  to  fame,  and  then  accuse  htm  of  too  great 
an  attention  to  preserve  what  he  never  possessed. 

Gib.     I  don't  understand 

Johns.     Sir,  I  can't  help  that '. 

Gib.  Well,  but  Dr.  Johnson,  you  wilt  not  vindicate  him  to  hii 
over  and  above  attention  to  his  fame,  his  inordinate  desire  to 
exhibit  himself  to  new  men,  like  a  coquette,  ever  seeking 
after  new  conquests,  to  the  total  neglect  of  old  friends  and 
admirers ; — 

'He  threw  ofT  bis  friends  like  it  htintsmui  his  p«dcV 

always  looking  out  for  new  game. 

Johns.  When  you  quoted  the  line  from  Goldsmith,  you 
ought,  in  fairness,  to  have  given  what  followed  : — 

'  He  knew  when  he  pleased  he  could  whitiie  them  back ;  * 

which  implies  at  lea^tt  that  he  possesised  a  power  D%-cr  otha 
men's  minds  approaching  to  fascination  ;  but  consider.  Sir,  what 
is  to  be  done  :  here  is  a  man  whom  every  other  man  desired  to 
know.  Garrick  could  not  receive  and  cultivate  all,  according  to 
each  man's  conception  of  his  own  value :  we  are  all  apt  cnoagh 
to  consider  ourselves  as  possessing  a  right  to  be  excepted  from 
Che  common  crowd ;  besides,  Sir,  I  do  not  see  why  that  sboold 


'  '  When  Johnson  thought  ihere 
was  intentional  falsehood  in  tKc  re- 
lAlor  liis  exprcssiiin  wus,  '*  He  lies, 
and  tie  knows  he  lies." '   U/t^,  iv.  49. 

'  '  Sir,  1  have  fouod  you  an  argu- 
ment ;  but  I  am  not  obliged  to  &nd 
you  an  tindersUnding.'  /iS.  iv.  313. 
^  Inleiiigibilia,  «.'«  intelUetum  ad- 
ffv;  Preface  to  Coleridge's  Potmt, 
ed.  1S59,  p,  19. 

'  I  must  neither  find  them  cars 
nof  mind.'    Ben  Jensen,  quoted  in 


Swinbumc'i  Sttidy  ef  B*n  frnw, 

V-  175- 

'  A  mao  who  speaks  audibly  lai 

intelligibly  is  noi  to  be  bUmcd  fix 

not    being    heud ;    nobody  being 

bound  to  find  words  and  can  Ioil' 

South'*  StrmoHs,  iii.  339. 

■  '  He  cati   off  bis   ^end»  u  s 

bu&tsman  bis  pock, 

For  he  knew  when  he  piCBSCd 

b«  could  whiEtle  tbcm  btcL' 

be 
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be  imputed  to  him  as  a  crime,  which  we  all  so  irresistibly  («el 
and  practise ;  we  all  make  a  greater  exertion  in  the  presence 
of  new  men  than  old  acquaintance  j  it  is  undoubtedly  true  that 
Garrick  divided  hts  attention  among  so  many,  that  but  Httlc 
was  left  to  the  share  of  any  individual ' ;  like  the  cxten.sion  and 
dissipation  of  water  into  dew,  there  was  not  quantity  united 
Bufficicnlly  to  quench  any  man's  thirst ;  but  this  is  the  inevitable 
state  of  things  :  Garrick,  no  more  than  another  man,  could  unite 
what,  in  their  natures,  are  incompatible. 

Gib.  Rut  Garrick  not  only  was  excluded  by  this  means  from 
real  friendshipf  but  accused  of  treating  those  whom  he  called 
friends  with  insincerity  and  double  dealings. 

Johns.  Sir.  it  is  not  true ;  his  character  in  that  respect  Is 
misunderstood:  Garrick  was,  to  be  sure,  very  ready  in  promising, 
but  he  intended  at  that  time  to  fulfil  his  promise ;  he  intended 
no  deceit  ;  his  politeness  or  his  good-nature,  call  it  which  you 
will,  made  him  unwilling  to  deny ;  he  wanted  the  courage  to  say 
A*,  even  to  unreasonable  demands.  This  was  the  great  error  of 
his  life:  by  raising  expectations  which  he  did  not^  perhaps  could 
not,  gratify,  he  made  many  enemies ;  at  the  same  time  it  must 
be  remembered,  that  this  error  proceeded  from  the  same  cause 
which  produced  many  of  his  virtues.  Friendships  from  want  of 
temper  too  suddenly  taken  up,  and  too  violent  to  continue, 
ended  as  they  were  like  to  do,  in  di.'tappotntmcnt;  enmity  suc- 
ceeded disappointment;  his  friends  t>ecame  his  enemies;  and 
those  having  been  fostered  hi  his  bosom,  well  knew  his  sensibility 
to  reproach,  and  they  took  care  that  he  should  be  amply  sup- 
plied with  such  bitter  potions  as  they  were  capable  of  adminis- 
tering ;  their  impotent  cflTons  he  ought  to  have  despised,  but  he 
fell  ihem ;  nor  did  he  affect  insensibility. 

Gib,     And  that  sensibility  probably  shortened  his  life. 

JOHKS.     No.  Sir,  he  died  of  a  disorder  of  which  you  or  any 


'  '  [  mcniioncd  that  Mr.  \A>ilkc5 
had  attacked  (lanick  to  me,  as  a 
fnsi)  who  Uud  no  friend.  Johnson. 
•'  I  believe  he  is  riglit,  Sir— <^  ipAot, 
trb  >pAot — He  had  frienda,  but  no 
frieod.    Cairick  was  so  difliised,  he 


had  no  man  to  whom  he  wished  to 
unbosom  himself.  !Ie  found  people 
always  ready  id  applaud  him,  and 
that  always  for  the  same  thin); :  so 
he  saw  h/c  with  grcit  uiiiformaiy."* 
Li/e,  iii.  38G. 

other 
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other  man  may  die ',  without  being  lulled  by  too  much  sensi- 
bility. 

Gib.  But  you  will  allon-,  however,  that  this  sensibility,  those 
fine  feelings,  made  him  the  great  actor  he  was. 

Johns.  This  is  all  cant',  fit  only  for  kitchen  wenches  and 
chambermaids :  GarricVs  trade  was  to  represent  passion,  not  to 
feci  it.  Ask  Rej-nolds  whether  he  felt  the  distress  of  CouiH 
Hugolino  when  he  drew  it '. 

Gib.  But  surely  he  feels  the  passion  at  the  moment  he  is 
representing  it. 

Johns.  About  as  much  as  Punch  feels*.  That  Garrick  him- 
self give  into  this  foppery  of  feelings  \  can  easily  believe  ;  but 
he  knew  at  the  same  time  that  he  lied.  He  might  think  it 
right,  as  far  as  I  know,  to  have  what  fools  imagined  he  ought  to 
have;  but  it  is  amazing  that  any  one  should  he  so  ignorant  u 
to  think  that  an  actor  will  risk  his  reputation  by  depending  01 
the  feelings  that  shall  be  excited  in  the  presence  of  two  hundred 
people,  on  the  repetition  of  certain  words  which  he  has  repeated 
two  hundred  times  before  in  what  actors  call  their  study  \  No^ 
Sir,  Garrick  left  nothing  to  chance ;  every  gesture,  every  expret- 
sion  of  countenance,  and  variation  of  voice,  was  settled  in  his 
closet  before  he  set  his  foot  upon  the  stage*. 


'  He  died  of  a  disease  of  the 
kidneys.     Murphy's  Citrriek,  p.  471. 

'  AfsU,  i.  161  It.,  314  n. 

'  Nonhcote  says  thai  cither  Burke 
orGaldsmiih.seeingahead  of  a  mxn 
in  Reynolds's  pinure  gallery,  *ex. 
cUimetl  lliul  it  struck  him  as  being 
the  precise  person,  countenance  and 
exprt^^sian  of  the  Count  Ugolino  as 
dc£cnl)£d  by  Dante  in  his  Inftmo' 
Reynolds  luc)  not  had  Ugolino  in 
his  thoughts  when  he  drew  the  head. 
Northcolc's  FeynoUls,  i.  279. 

*  '  l'ur<h  has  no  feelings.'     Antt, 

i.  457. 

'  Stuify  in  this  sense  is  not  in 
Jr)linson'E  Dictionary, 

"  '"Are  you,  Sit,  (said  Johnsgn  tu 
Kcmble)  one   of   those  enthusiasts 


n-ho  brieve  yourself  tmnsfonnediflii) 
the  very  char.-tctcr  you  irpreseirt.'' 
Upon  Mr.  Kcmblc'5  answering  tbu 
he  had  never  felt  to  strong  a  pff 
suasion  himself;  "To  be  son  dM, 
Sir,  (said  Johnson  ;)  the  ihing  is  im- 
possible. And  if  Garrick  reilly  be- 
lieved himself  [0  be  thAI  mcMUte, 
Richard  the  Third,  he  detervtd  H 
be  hanged  every  (imc  he  pcifonnoi 
it." '  O/e,  iv.  343.  See  alw  tk  f. 
46.  Mrs.  Tntchard,  who  wac  tisd 
Johnson,  'a  wry  good  player*  (iife 
V.  1x6);  'the  surprising  vcrsiilit; 
or  whose  talents'  Gibbon  menikmi 
lAfiJt:  IV^ris,  i.  155);  'who  «K 
celebrated  in  Lady  Macbeth,  ownel 
thm  she  knew  no  moie  of  that  ptaj 
than  what  was  written  for  her  by  die 

prompter 


Sir  Joshua  Reynolds. 
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prompter.'  Prior's  .Vitltiiu,  p.  354. 
Ooctbc  speaking  of  die  theatre  at 
Weimar  said  : — '  An  actor's  whole 
profession  requires  continual  self- 
denial,  and  a  continual  existence  in 
u  forcit;n  innak. ...  If  an  actor  ap- 
peared to  mc  of  too  fiery  a  nature, 
1  gave  him  phlegmiiiic  clmractcrs; 
if  too  olm  and  tedious,  1  gave  him 
fiefy  and  hasty  chanctcrs.  that  be 
miKhl  thuR  \v,Ara  to  l»y  ;iside  him- 
selfjandaitume  foreign  individuAlity.' 

t.  338-^.  For  Diderot's  opinion,  sec 
JJ/t,  iv.  344,  M.  I. 

In  the  JiarJjf  IHary  0/  Frances 
Burn<y,  ii.  158,  we  have  the  follow- 
ing inatnnceof  ihctwo  waysin  which 
Jojimton  spoke  of  G«rriclc :— •  *'  They 
say,"criedMrs.Thra.le,"iliftt  Garrick 
was  extremely  hurt  at  the  coldness 
of  the  Kintt'A  appbu^e,  and  did  ni>t 
fiod  his  reception  sucli  ;is  he  ex- 
pected." "He  has  been  so  Jong 
tccustomed,"  said  Mr.  Seward,  "to 
ibe  thundering  appio'bation  of  the 
Thcalie.  ihai  a  mere  'Vtry  •wtli; 
must  necessarily  and  naturally  dit- 
appoint  him."  "Sir," said  Dr.  John- 
son, "he  should  not,  in  a  RoyAl 
apartmeni,  expect  the  hallowing  and 
clamour  of  the  One  Shilling  Gallery. 
The  Kin{:,  I  doubt  not.£7ive  him  as 
moch  applau&c,  as  was  rationally  his 
due;  snd,  indeed,  gie;u  and  un- 
common as  is  the  merit  of  Mr. 
Garrick,  no  man  will  be  bold  enough 
10  assert  he  has  not  had  hi.s  jusi  pro* 
portion  both  of  fame  and  protii.  He 
has  long  reigned  the  uneiqu.illcd 
^vuuritc  of  llic  public ;  and  thcrc- 
iotr:  nobody  will  mniim  his  hard  fulc, 
if  the  King  and  the  Koyal  Family 


were  not  transported  into  rapturCi 
upon  hearing  him  lead  Lcthc.  Yet 
Mr.  Garrick  will  complain  to  his 
friends,  and  his  friends  will  lament 
the  King's  want  of  feetinf;  and  taste  ; 
— and  then  Mr.  Garrick  will  kindly 
txtUie  the  King.  He  will  s.iy  that 
His  Majesty  might  be  thinking  of 
something  else;  (hat  the  affairs  of 
America  might  occur  to  him;  or 
some  subject  of  more  importance 
than  Lethe  ;  but,  though  he  will  say 
this  himself,  he  will  not  forgive  his 
friends  if  they  do  not  coniradict" ! 
But,  now  ihal  I  have  written  this 
satire,  it  is  hut  just  both  10  IMr. 
Garrick  and  to  Dr.  Johnson,  to  Icll 
you  what  he  said  of  him  afterwards, 
when  he  discriminated  his  cliaracicr 
with  equal  candour  and  humour. 
"Garrick,"  he  said,  "is  accused  of 
vanity;  but  few  men  would  have 
hiirne  such  iintemitting  prosperity 
with  grcitcr,  if  with  equal  modera- 
tion, lie  is  accused,  too,  of  avarice ; 
but,  were  he  not,  he  would  be  ac- 
cused of  just  the  contrary  ;  for  he 
now  lives  rather  as  a  prinee  than  an 
actor;  but  the  frugality  he  practised, 
when  he  first  appeared  in  the  world, 
and  which  even  then  was  pethaps 
beyond  hit  necessity,  has  marked 
his  character  ever  since  ;  and  now, 
chough  his  t^ible,  his  equipage,  and 
manner  of  living  are  oil  the  most 
expensive,  and  equ.il  10  iho^e  of  a 
nobleman,  yet  the  original  stain  still 
blois  his  name  I  Though,  hud  he 
not  fixed  upon  himself  the  charge  of 
avarice,  he  would  long  since  have 
been  reproached  with  luxury,  and 
with  living  beyond  his  station  in 
ma^ihcence  and  splendour." ' 


RECOLLECTIONS   OF   DR.  JOHNSON 
BY  MISS  REYNOLDS 


[TiTESE  Recollections  were  published  by  Mr.  Croker  from 
some  MSS.  in  Miss  Reynolds's  handwriting,  communicated 
to  him  by  the  Rev.  John  I'almer,  grandson  of  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds's  sister  Mary,  who  married  John  Palmer  ofTorringtoa 
They  have  been  kindly  lent  mc  by  their  present  owner,  I^y 
Colomb  of  Droiiquinna,  Kenmarc,  the  Rev.  John  Palmer's 
granddaughter.  One  set  is  tolerably  complete  ;  the  other  u 
made  up  of  at  least  two,  and  probably  three,  versions.  It  was 
clearly  with  a  view  to  publication  that  Miss  l<e)-nold5  revised 
and  rewrote  her  Recollections.  On  one  page,  where  she  givci 
Johnson's  poem  on  Levett,  she  says: — '1  think  I  may  be 
excused  for  publishing  it,  tho'  it  has  already  appear *d  in  prim,  if 
only  because  Dr.  Johnson  gave  it  to  me  with  his  oum  hand '.' 
No  doubt  at  the  last  her  courage  failed  her,  as  it  had  failed  her 
earlier  in  the  case  of  the  poems  and  cways  which  she  had 
thought  of  printing  {posf,  p.  279),  and  her  Recollections  weit 
confined  to  her  desk.  It  wa.s  all  in  vain  that  Boswetl  had 
tried  to  get  from  her  the  letters  which  she  had  received  from 
Johnson.  '  I  am  sorry,'  he  wrote,  '  that  her  too  nice  delicacy 
will  not  permit  them  to  be  published.'     (/-5/ir,  i.  486,  n.  l).] 


The  first  time  I  was  tn  company  with  Dr.  Johnson  I  reinembei 

'  In  this  version  in  the  line,  she  writeSi  '  No  tummoDS  thock'd,' 

'  No  summons  mock'd  by  chill     &c. 
delay,* 

the 
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the  impression  I  felt  in  his  favour,  on  his  saying  that  as  he 
retum'd  to  his  lodgings  about  one  or  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  he  o(icn  saw  poor  children  asleep  on  thresholds  and 
stalls,  and  thut  he  used  to  put  pennies'  into  thdr  hands  to  buy 
them  a  breakfast. 

And  at  the  first  intcmew  which  was  at  that  lady's  house  to 
whom  he  address'd  his  galant  [nV]  letter*  was,  as  I  well 
remember,  the  flattering  notice  he  took  of  a  lady  presert,  on  her 
sajnng  that  she  was  inclined  to  estimate  the  morality  of  every 
person  according  as  they  liked  or  disliked  Clarissa  Narlowe. 
He  was  a  great  admirer  of  Richardson's  works  in  general,  but  of 
Clarissa  he  alwaj^  spoke  with  the  highest  enthusiastic  praise. 
He  used  to  say,  that  it  was  the  first  Book  in  the  world  for  the 
knowledge  it  displays  of  the  human  Heart  '.  Yet  of  the  Author 
I  never  heard  him  speak  with  any  degree  of  cordiality,  but 
rather  as  if  impress'd  witli  some  cause  of  resentment  against 
him  *;  and  this  has  been  imputed  to  something  of  jealousy,  not 
to  say  envy,  on  account  of  Richardson's  having  cngross'd 
the  attentions  and  afTi»:tiona.tc  assiduities  of  several  very  in- 
gCDioua  literary  ladies,  whom  he  used  to  call  his  addopted  [j^c] 
daughters,  and  for  whom  Dr,  Jchnson  had  conceived  a  paternal 
ajfectiou  (particularly  for  two  of  them,  Miss  Carter  ^  and  Miss 
Mubo  ^  now  Mrs.  ChaponcJ,  previous  to  their  acquaintance  with 


'  "Dr.  Johnson's  owa  expression.' 
Miss  Re^'noi.ds. 

■  'At  ihe  end  of  lh«  9«a>nd  vul,  of 
Dr.JchREon's  Leiicrsto  Mrs.Thmle.* 
Miss  Rkvnolds.  'The  lady  was 
Miss  CotleieH.*    Utters,  i.  43. 

'  ■  Sir,  there  i»  more  kngwicdgc  of 
the  tie^Lit  in  one  letter  of  Richardsan's 
lhaninalirflHryojwv.'  y.i/ir.ii.  174.  See 
also  ante,  li.  190,  and  iMten,  i.  3i. 

*  At  Edinburgh  he  SAid  of  Richaid- 
wm  that  'his  perpetual  study  was 
to  ward  off  petty  JRConveniences  and 
procure  petty  pleasures;  (hat  his 
tovc  of  continual  superiority  was 
such,  thai  he  took  care  to  1>c  always 
surrounded  hy  women,  who  tittened 
to  bim  implicitly,  and  did  not  venture 


to  controvert  his  opinions ;  and  that 
his  desire  of  distinction  was  so  great, 
that  he  used  to  give  large  vails  10  die 
Speaker  Onslow's  servants,  that  they 
mittht  treat  him  with  respect.'  IJft, 
^'-  395-  ^ce  also  ib.  p.  396,  n.  1,  and 
ant4,  i-  173. 

*  Miss  CArier  was  only  eight  years 
younger  than  Johnson,  so  that  the 
affection  was  scarcely  paternal.  For 
her  puddings  und  licr  Greek  see 
antt,  ii.  11. 

'  JohTison  wrote  to  Mrs.  Thrale : — 
'  Vou  make  verses,  and  they  are  read 
in  pabliclc,  and  1  know  nothing  about 
them.  This  very  crime,  t  think, 
broke  the  link  of  amity  between 
Richardson  and  Miss  M— ,,  after  a 
Richardson 
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Richardson  ;  and  it  was  said,  that  he  thought  himself  neglected 
by  them  on  his  account. 

Johnson  set  a  higher  value  upon  female  friendship  than, 
perhaps,  mast  men ;  which  may  reasonably  be  supposed  was 
not  a  little  inhanccd  \jic\  by  his  acquaintance  with  those  Ladies, 
if  it  was  not  originally  derived  from  them.  To  their  society, 
doubtless,  Richardson  owed  that  delicacy  of  sentiment,  that  femi- 
nine excellence,  as  I  may  say,  that  so  peculiarly  distinguishes 
his  writings  from  those  of  his  own  sex  in  general,  how  high  socvxi 
they  may  soar  above  the  other  in  the  more  dignified  walks  of 
literature,  in  scientific  invcstigatibns,  and  abstrU5c  inquiries. 

Dr.  Johnson  used  to  repeat,  with  very  apparent  delight,  some 
lines  of  a  poem  written  by  one  of  these  ladies': — 

Say,  Stella,  wbai  is  Love,  whose  cruet  power 

Robs  virtue  of  content,  and  youth  of  joy? 
Whai  Nymph  or  Gndilcss,  \a  what  futa.1  h*)iir, 

Produced  10  light  the  mischief  ^making  Boy? 
Some  (ay,  by  Idleness  an<l  Pleasure  bred, 

The  SRiilirS  btibc  on  beds  of  ro;ie!i  Uy; 
Tlierc  with  soft-honied  dews  by  Fancy  fed. 

His  inf^t  Beauties  opcn'd  on  the  Day'. 

Dr.  Johnson  had  a  \jic\  uncommonly  retentive  memory  for 
every  thing  that  appear'd  to  him  worthy  of  observation.  What- 
ever he  met  with  in  reading,  particularly  poetry,  I  believe  he 
seldom  required  a  rcvisal  to  be  able  to  repeat  verbatim'.  If 
not  literally  so,  it  7vas  Wore  fiotwUr'J  in  the  brtack  than  in  At 
observance.     And  this  was  the  case,  in  some  respects,  in  Shcn- 


teadcnic»t  and  confidence  of  many 
years."  Leften,  ii.  141,  Miss  M— 
was,  no  doubt.  Miss  Mulso.  She 
wrote  'four  billets'  la  the  Hamtier, 
No.  10.    Lifi,\.  30j. 

*  Miss  Mulso.     Miss  Revholds. 

■  'Johnson  paid  the  first  of  these 
Slam  a «  the  great  and  undeser%'ed 
cotnpliraent  of  t|uoling  it  Jn  his  Dic- 
tionary, Dndcr  the  word   Quatrain' 

C'ROKEK. 

The  sbinta  as  there  quoted  is 
somewhat  better ;  it  is  likely  ibai 
Johnson  improved  it. 


'  Say,  Stella,  what  is  love,  wbote 
fatal  pow'r 
Robs  virtue  of  content  and  i-oatb 
of  joy  ? 
What  nymph  or  goddess  in  a  luck- 
less hour 
DisdoB'd  to  light  the  raischief- 
mnking  boy?* 
Though     Miss     Mulso    was    but 
twcniy-cight    when  the     UictiDiiaiy 
was    published,    she    was    altcady 
coinplimcuted    witb     tbe     thle    d 
Mrs.  Mulso, 
'  Ame,\.z6o;  £»//,  i.  39;  v. 368. 

stone's 


iyy  Miss  Reynolds, 
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stone's  poem  of  The  Inn,  which  I  learnt  from  hearing  Dr.  Johnson 
repeat  it ;  and  I  was  surprised,  on  seeing  it  lately  among  the 
Author's  works  for  the  first  time,  to  find  it  so  different.  The 
alterations  are  in  italics'. 

To  ihce,  fair  Freedom,  [  retiTC, 

From  ^aXlcry, /lasting*,  dioc  and  din; 
Now  ut  thou  fuund  in  Dames  much'  higher 

Than  the  low  Cot  or  humble  Inn. 
'Ti-»  heie  with  tjoundless  power  I  rei|Ea, 

And  every  Jlealth  that  i  bcjin, 
Brighifiu  dall  Port  to  gay  Champaigne* 

For  Frevdom  crowns  it  at  an  Inn. 

I  fly  from  pomp,  1  fl/  from  plate, 

I  fly  from  falsehood's  specioui  grin ; 
Freedom  I  love,  and  form  I  haic. 

And  chuse  my  lodgings  viX  -in  inn. 

Here,  Waiter,  take  my  sordid  ore, 

Which  iacquays  else  might  hope  to  win; 

It  buys  what  Courts  have  not  in  store, 
It  buys  me  freudnm  at  an  Inn. 

And  nnct  again  I  shapr  my  way, 

Thrtmgk  rain,  ihreugk  thine,  tkraugh  tkUk  and  thin, 
Secure  (e  meet  at  chst  of  Day 

A  kind  rettfilioM  at  an  fun  ^ 

You  wAo  have  travcU'd  Lift's  dull  Round, 
WA*)  through  its  various  Tours  have  been. 

May  sigh  to  think  how  oft  you've  found 
The  wannest  welcome  al  an  Ina'. 


'  Johnson  for  the  most  part  quoted 
the  poem  at  It  was  originally  pub- 
lished in  Dodiity's  Coilulion,  1758, 
V.  $!■  Miss  Reynold}  saw  il  as  it 
was  given  in  S  hen  stone's  Works, 
1791.  i.  31 J. 

*  Cards  and  dice. 

*  In  mansions  higher. 

'   In    .Sbensionc,    'Conven*    dull 
,  port  to  bright  champagne.' 

*  *  Spoken  by  Dr.  Johnson  cxtcm- 
'  temporary."    Mi.ss  Rkynolds.  Tliis 

verve  with  slight  diflrcrcncea  b  in  the 
original  poem. 

*  *"No,    Sir;   there   is   nothing 


which  has   yet   been  contrived   by 
man.  by  which  so  much  happiness 
Is  produced  as  by  3  ((ood  tavern  or 
inn."     He  (hen  lepeuted,  with  great 
emotion,  Shcnstone's  lines: — 
•■Whoe'er  has    iravell'd   life's  dull 
round, 
Where'er  his  stages  may  have 
been. 
May   sigh   to  think    he  still   has 
found 
The  warmest  welcome  at  an  inn." 
Life,  ti.  4S2.  Sec  ib.  n.  for  the  stanza 
as  il  originally  stood. 
'March    3,    1631.      "Those   are 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Johnson  commonly  read  with  amazing  rapidity,  gtandog 
his  eye  from  ihc  top  to  tlie  bottom  of  the  page  in  an  instaat '. 
If  be  made  any  pause,  it  was  a  compliment  to  the  work;  and, 
after  seesawing  over  it  •  a  few  minutes,  generally  repeated  the 
passage,  especially  if  it  was  poetry.  One  day,  on  taking  up 
Pope's  Essay  on  Man^  a  particular  passage  seem'd  more  thaa 
ordinarily  to  engage  his  attention  ;  and  so  much,  indeed,  that, 
contrary  to  his  usual  custom,  after  he  had  left  the  Book  and  the 
place  where  he  was  sitting,  he  retum'd  to  revtee  it,  turning  owr 
the  pages  with  anxiety  to  find  it,  and  then  repeated — 

Passions,  tho'  selfish,  if  their  means  be  isix 
List  under  Rcuon,  and  descirc  hirr  care; 
Those  that,  impatted.  conn  a  noliler  aim, 
Exalt  th«ir  kind,  and  take  some  virtue's  name'. 

His  task,  probably,  was  the  whole  paragraph,  but  these  lines 
only  were  audible. 

He  seemed  much  to  delight  in  reciting  verses,  paniculvly 
from  Pope.  Among  the  many  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing 
him  recite,  the  conclusion  of  the  Dnnciad  and  his  EpistU  t» 
Jerv'as^  seemed  to  claim  his  highest  admiration  : — 

Ixd  by  some  rule  that  guide»,  but  BOt  constnins, 
And  llnish'd  more  dirougti  hxppinen  than  pAina*, 

he  used  to  remark,  was  a  union  that  constituted  the  ulUnute 
degree  of  excellence  in  the  fine  arts. 

Two  lines  from  Pope's  Univfrsal  Prayer  \  have  heard  him 
quote,  in  very  serious  conversation,  as  his  theological  creed:— 

And  binding  Nature  Eut  in  late, 
Left  free  the  buman  nil]^ 

Mr.  Barctti  used  to  remark,  with  a  smile,  that  Dr.  Johnf* 


most  fortunate  (said  Goethe^  who 
live  in  tents, «r  who,  like  some  Eng- 
lithmen,  are  a]w;iy«  ({"ing  from  one 
eJtyAiid  one  inn  to  another,  and  (ird 
everywhere  a  good  ttibic  ready."' 
Eckcimonn's  Cotmrrsaiions  of 
Geethe,  ifiso,  ii.  360. 
*  'lie  had  a  peculiar  facility  in 


scicing  at  once  what  wu  valiubk  ''^ 
any  book  A-ithoui  submitiiDg  U)  tt* 
labour  of  perusing  it  from  b^BOi^ 
to  end.'    JJ/£,\.  yi, 

'  Ante,  ii.  143. 

'  £«i»r  on  JUtm,  ii.  97. 

'  JifiiU/e  t0  Afr.Jervas,  L  67. 

^  Aaf(,  ii.  353. 

always 


by  Miss  Reynolds. 
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always  ulked  his  best  to  the  ladies.  But,  indeed,  that  was  his 
usual  custom  to  every  person  who  would  furnish  him  with  a 
subject  worthy  of  his  discussion  '  ;  for,  what  was  very  singular  in 
bim.  he  would  rarely,  if  ever,  begin  any  subject  himself,  but 
would  sit  silent  till  something  was  particularly  addressed  to  him  % 
and  if  that  happened  to  lead  to  any  scientific  or  moral  inquiry, 
his  benevolence,  I  believe,  more  immediately  prompted  him  to 
expatiate  on  it  for  the  edification  of  the  ignorant  than  from  any 
other  motive  whatever. 

One  day.  on  a  lady's  telling  him  that  she  had  read  Pamell's 

Hermit  with  di$Hati.sfaction,  for  she  could  not  help  thinking  that 

thieves  and  murderers,  who  were  such  immediate  ministers  from 

ht-'avcn  of  good  to  man,  did  not  deserve  such  punishments  zs  our 

laws  inflict',  Dr.  Johnson  made  such  an  eloquent  oration,  and 

with  such  energy,  as  indeed  afforded  a  most  .•itrlking  inst-ince 

of  the  truth  of  Barctti's  observation,  but  of  which,  to  my  great 

regret,  I  can  give  no  corroborating  proof,  my  memory  furnishing 

roe  with  nothing  more  than  barely  the  general  tendency  of  his 

arguments,  which  were  to  prove,  that  though  It  might  be  said 

that  wicked  men,  as  well  as  the  good,  were  ministers  of  God, 

because  in  the  moral  sphere  the  good  we  enjoy  and  the  evil  we 

suffer  arc  administered  to  us  by  man,  yet,  as  in5nite  goodness 

<ould  not  inspire  or  influence  man  to  act  wickedly,  but,  on  the 

contrary,  it  was  his  divine  property  to  produce  good  out  of  evil, 

and   as  man  was  endowed  with  free-will  to  act,  or  refrain  from 


'  Speaking  of  his  talk  '  he  told 
Si^  Joshua  that  he  had  early  laid  it 
doivn  as  a  fixed  rule  to  do  his  beat 
*">*  very  occasion.'  i^rtr,  i.204.  Sec 
'*■    lii.   193,   «.  3,   for  'his  phrase, 

'bey  uUtMl  iheir  best." ' 
'   -4«//,  i.  189. 

In  ranjicU's  poem  an  angel,  dis- 

paacd  as  a  youth,  in  the  ticrmii's 
.  »(ht  steals  a  golden  goWet  from 
l^tgCDcroai    but    loo    hvieh    host; 

t  pnsit  to  a  miser:  strangles  a  vir- 

.  isous  man's  only  child,  and  drowns 
I   HTvant    who    is    guiding     ihein 

fCTOM   a   river.     He  explains  haw 

evidence 


.  .  .  '  through  all  depends 
On  using  second  means  tu  work 
his  endi,' 
and  shows  that  outofeachoneof  th«M 
'  strange  even  is'  good  came.  The  lady, 
applying  this  pious  fable,  said  that 
thieves  and  murderers  who  arc  but 
'  second  means'  are  hardly  dealt  with 
when  they  were  sent  to  the  gallows- 
She  ought,  after  seeing  them  hanged 
at  Tyhurn,  to  have  stifled  her  doubrs, 
and  to  have  imitated  the  hermit,  who 
.   .  .  'gladly   turning   sought  his 

ancient  place, 
And  pass'd  a  life   of  pie^  and 
peace,' 

acting 
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acUni;  wickedly,  with  knowled^  of  ^ood  and  evil,  «-iih 
to  ndmoni»h  .ind  to  direct  him  to  chuM  the  one  and  rejca 
other,  he  was,  therefore,  as  criminal  in  the  sight  of  God  and 
man,  and  an  deserving  punishment  for  his  evil  deeds,  as  if 
(•ood  had  resulted  from  Ihem  '. 

There  was  nothinf;  Dr.  Johnson  used  to  say  of  which  he  wis 
ao  certain  as  of  the  Freedom  of  his  will,  and  no  man,  I  believi^ 
was  ever  more  attentive  to  preserve  its  rectitude,  its  acquired 
rectitude,  I  suppow  I  should  say,  in  conformity  with  his  religious 
tenets  respecting  oiiginal  sin,  and  with  his  more  general  and 
common  asscrliuns  that  Man  was  by  Nature  much  more  inclined 
to  e\'il  than  to  good  '. 

And  iuiothcr  Axiom  of  his  of  the  same  gloomy  tendency  was 
that  the  pain  and  miseries  of  human  life  far  outweighed  Its 
happiness  and  good  *.  But  on  a  lady's  a:>king  him  whether  be 
would  not  permit  common  case  to  be  put  into  the  scale  of 
happiness  and  good,  he  sccm'd  embarrassed  (ver>'  unusual  with 
him)  and  answering  in  the  affirmative,  instantly  rose  from  his 
seat  to  avoid  the  inference. 

Hut,  indtrcvl.  much  may  be  said  in  Dr.  Johnson's  justiBcation, 
sup{Kvtin^  these  notions  should  not  meet  with  uni\'ersal  appniba- 
liiMt  having,  it  U  probable,  imbibed  them  in  the  early  part  of  lus 
llfc.  when  under  the  pressure  of  adverse  fortune,  and  in  evny 
period  of  it  under  the  still  hea\-ier  pressure  and  more  advose 


*  ')0HK30M.  "Uonl  evil  is  oc- 

eaitosirt  hf  ft«««jU,  whkh  taplies 
Ckok*  b*twt««  (Md  ud  eviL  With 
lit  the  r^il  ibM  tbu«  bt  ihcra  u  do 
MM  bu«  wNild  fukcr  b«  a  bee 
t^MiCv  iku  «  mtn  BWcfciM  wiilKMt 
tl*  <^'d;  wd  «IM  b  b«t  for  Mcb 
MM   W  Wsi   ftr  the 

M."*    UK  ^  itT.    S«e  ak»  dL 

**'nwtM«r 


See  ^MU.  L  a68  K^   wtan  Latf 
U'Leod  tttrtii:^   M    «lut 
Mtntiined  sud, "  This  is  wone 

*  '  from  the  subject  of  death  ■• 
pAssed  i<^  wseoBise  €■  ufe,  vi 
it  was  vpoa  Iha  vbsfa  bos 

DT     OttseiMlle.      fOnMBQ      1 

cidedlj  far  the  beluce  9t 

he  asscfied   Ast   ■■ 
o^danMBDOchcilid 


6y  Miss  R^yuoids, 
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Ulaeooe  oT  Xatate  heradf     For  I  have  often  heaid  tarn  Ument 
|tt*t  be  tabcfited  from  his  Father  a  morbid  disposition  both  of 
Body  and  Hind  *.    An  oppres3i%-c  melancholy  which  lobb'd  him 
«f  the  <-<y**n*w  eajoyment  of  hfe  *. 

Indeed,  be  seased  to  stn^glc  almost  incessantly  with  some 
^  ntal  evil,  and  oAea,  by  the  expresn'on  of  his  countenance  and 
~  motiaa  of  his  lip&.  appeared  to  be  otTering  up  some  ejacuLition 
:..  Heaven  to  icmove  it.  But  in  Lent,  or  near  the  approach  of 
2ny  great  festival,  be  would  generally  retire  from  the  company 
!o  a  comer  of  the  room,  but  most  commonly  behind  a  window- 
curtain,  to  pray,  and  with  such  energy,  and  in  so  loud  a  whisper, 
that  every  wxxd  was  heard  distinctly,  particularly  the  Lord's 
l'r^\-cr  and  the  Apostles'  Creed,  with  which  he  constantly  con- 
cluded his  derotiotts.  Sometimes  sonx:  words  would  emphatically 
:-  -.lapc  him  in  his  usual  tone  of  voice  '. 

At  these  holy  seasons  he  usually  secluded  himself  more  from 
society  than  at  other  times,  at  least  from  general  and  mixed 
•ocicty.  aiKl  on  a  gentleman's  sending  him  an  invitation  to  dinner 
KaMer-cvc  he  was  highly  offended,  and  expressed  himself  so 
his  answer  \ 

On   c»-cry  occasion  that  had  the  least  tendency  to  depreciate 

Religion  or  morality,  he  totally  disregarded  all  forms  or  rules  of 

-breeding,  as  utterly  unworthy  of  the  slightest  consideration. 

,Bat   it  must  be  confcaa'd,  that  he  sometimes  suffered  this  noble 

:ctple  to  transgress  its  due  bounds,  and  to  degenerate  into 

prejudices  unworthy  of  his  character,  extending  even  to  those  who 

were  any%i'ise  connected  with  the  person  who  had  offended  him. 

One  day,  the  Brother  of  a  gentleman*  for  whom  Dr.  JohnsoQ 


I    iohcriKil   (Slid    he)    a   vile 

[amlKnchaly  ftom  my  fxthn*,  which  h» 

faaade  me   nuu)  all  my  life,  at  leatt 

DM  sober/  Li/t,  V.  31S  ;  unit.  i.  148. 

*  This  bit  pxra^^aph  was  originally 
aftkten  '  terrtfying  racL-irchoIy,  which 

;  wai  Kwneiimte  appreb«ntivc  bor- 
on uu^nity.' 

*  Amtc,  i.  4J9;  Lift,  \.  483. 

*  With  ihc  Rw.  Dr,  Taylor,  who 
him  to  dinner  00  the  last 

of  Lent,  be  did  not  tbow  him- 

roi»  II.  s 


self  oflcndcd.  LefUrt/i.  \fA.  There 
is  nothing  to  show  that  he  kept  any 
part  of  Lent  but  Paeaion  Week,  and 
even  tbat  he  did  not  always  keep 
arictly,  Ahu,  i.  8j,  Sec  Li/t,  Iv. 
89,  for  'the  admirable  sophittry* 
of  his  defence  fur  twice  dining  at 
a  Bishop's  in  that  wreclt. 

'  The  two  men  were  Isnel  and 
John  Wilkes.  Israel  Wilkes  settled 
in  New  Yoric  Almon's  Memnrs  t^ 
John  Wiiket.  i.  3. 

had 
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had  conceived  some  disgust,  (chiefly  I  believe  for  his  political  1 
principles)  happening  to  meet  him  at  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's 
(Mr.  Reynolds  then)  in  company  with  some  gentlemen  and  ladies j 
of  very  distinguish'd  characters  (I  remember  Garrick  vraa 
by  a  remarkable  expression  of  his  to  a  Lady  present,  that  i 
cated  very  uneasy  apprehensions  that  the  attention  of  the  ladies 
to  him  would  provoke  Johnson  to  say  something  rude  to  him). 
As  this  gentleman  was  giving  his  opinion  on  the  subject  of  their 
discourse.  Mr  Johnson  stop'd  him  with  'pray,  Sir,  what  yog  ire 
going  to  say,  let  it  be  better  u'orth  the  hearing  than  what  yw 
have  already  said,'  Which  seem'd  to  give  a  shock,  and  to  spread 
a  gloom  over  the  whole  Party,  particularly  because  this  gentle- 
man was  of  a  most  amiable  character,  a  man  of  refined  TtSs, 
and  a  scholar,  and  what  Mr.  Johnson  little  suspected,  a  vo)' 
loyal  subject. 

He  afterwards  told  the  Lady  of  the  House ',  that  he  was  verj' 
sorry  that  he  should  have  snubbed  W.  as  he  did,  because  his  wife 
mas  present.  '  Yes,  Sir ;  and  for  many  reasons.*  '  No,  it  is  odjr 
because  his  wife  was  present  that  I  am  sorry.' 

But  this  was  mild  treatment  in  comparison  of  what  a  gentle- 
man' met  with  from  him  one  day  at  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's, 
a  barrister  at  law  and  a  man  of  fashion,  who,  on  discoursing  witli 
Mr.  Johnson  on  the  laws  and  government  of  different  nations 
I  remember  particularly  those  of  Venice,  on  beinf^  inadvertently 
prompted  to  speak  of  them  in  terms  of  high  approbation :  '  Yei 
Sir,' says  Johnson,  *all  Republican  Rascals  think  as  you  doV 
How  the  conversation  ended  I  have  foi^ot,  it  was  so  many  yean 
ago ;  I  believe  he  never  made  any  apology  for  the  insult  either 
to  the  gentleman  or  any  other  person  ;  luckily  there  were  but 
two  others  present. 


'  Mies  ReynoldB. 

•  Mr.  Etioi.     Miss  Reynolds. 

'  Norlhcote,  who  had  the  anec- 
dote from  Miss  Reynolds,  describes 
■  the  young  gcntlcinaB '  as  '  humbly 
makin;;  his  inquiries  to  gain  ;ill 
possible  informal  ion  from  the  pro- 
found knowledge  of  Dr.  Johnson, 
when   her  ftitention   was    suddeoly 


attracted  by  the  Doctor  raiii'Mil 
in  :i  very  loud  and  pemnptorrKw 
of  voice  "Yc*.  Sir,  4c."'  N«* 
cote's  lieyputids.  i.  23. 

To  his  friend  Windham  Jetaw 
said,  *  with  a  pleasant  imile,  "D"' 
be  afraid,  Sir,  fou  will  soon  9^ 
A  very  pretty  laKal." '  /j^i  "• 
3oa 


Of  latter  years  he  ^rew  much  more  companionable,  and  I  have 
ward  him  say,  that  he  kne^v  himself  to  be  so-  '  In  my  younger 
lays,'  he  would  say, '  it  is  true  I  was  much  inclined  to  treat  man- 
dnd  with  asperity  and  contempt ;  but  I  found  it  answered  no 
pxsd  end.  I  thought  it  ■wiser  and  better  to  take  the  world  as  it 
{DCS.  Besides,  as  I  have  advanced  in  life  I  have  had  more  reason 
o  be  satisfied  with  it.  Mankind  have  treated  me  with  more 
diklncsB,  and  of  course  I  have  more  kindness  for  them  *.' 

In  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  indeed,  his  circumstances  were 
fcry  different  from  what  they  were  in  the  beginning.  Before  he 
ad  the  Pension,  he  literallydrest  like  a  Beggar  ;  and  from  what 
pliavc  been  told,  literally  lived  as  such' ;  at  least  respecting 
mnmon  conveniences  in  his  apartments,  wanting  even  a  chair  to 
lit  on ',  particularly  in  his  study,  where  a  gentleman  who  fre- 
lucntly  visited  him  whilst  writing  his  IdUri  always  found  him 
Lt  hb  Desk,  sitting  on  one  with  three  l^s ;  and  on  rising  from 
t,  he  remark 'd  that  Mr.  Johnson  never  forgot  its  defect,  but 
v-ould  either  hold  it  in  his  hand  or  place  it  with  great  composure 
igainst  some  support,  taking  no  notice  of  its  imperfection  to  hLs 
'tsitor.     How  he  sat,  whether  on  the  window-seat,  on  a  chair,  or 

a  pile  of  Folios,  or  how  he  sat,  I  do  not  remember  to  have 
sard*. 


•  1  never  have  ^u^'hl  the  world ; 
vi-orld  was  not  to  icck  me.     It 
ithci  n-ondcrful  that  so  much  has 
done  for  mc.'    Lift,  iv.  172. 
world  is  not  so  unjust  or  un- 
«s  it  is  pcevithly  represented.' 
rj.ii.stj.  See  also  fiN/c,  it.  344. 
i^ven  for  some  lime  after  he  re- 
his   p«a»ion  '  his  apartment 
^liture  and  morning  dress  were 
cnily   uDComh-'    Lift.   i.   396. 
IsoAJt/Aii-  141, for  his  decent 
k|;-rooin  at  a  later  period.  How 
Ihe  was  in  this  to  Swifl,  who 
I  to  have  wasted  life  in  dis- 
hy (he  lagc  or   neglected 
[id  the  languishmenl  of  un- 
desire.     He    is    querulous 
[idious,  aiTOgaDt  and  malig- 
I  scarcely  speaks  of  himself 


but  'with  indignant  lamentations.' 
Wnrkt,  viii.  335. 

'  In  i.  note  in  the  Life,  '\.  32S, 
1  uy.  '  there  can  be  little  question 
thnt  she  is  describing  the  same  room 
[as  that  described  by  Mr.  Bumcy  in 
Gougli  .Si|uare]  — a  mom  in  a  house 
in  which  Miss  Williams  was  lodged, 
and  most  likely  Mr.  Levet."  I  may 
be  iniataken  ;  for  when  he  was  writing 
the  MUr  he  was  living  not  only  in 
Cough  Square,  but  also  in  Staple 
Inn  and  {iray's  Inn,  and  perhaps  in 
Inner  Temple  Lane.  In  none  of 
thcac  places  did  Miss  Williams  lodge. 
Sec  Lift.  i.  350^  M.  3,  and  ante,  ii. 
116.  It  is  absurd  to  suppose  that 
he  had  no  chairs  in  his  sitting-room. 

'  '  After  dinner,  Mr.  Johnson  pro- 
posed to  Mr.  Buniey  to  go  up  with 


sa 


It 


It  -was  remarkable  :n  Dr.  Jdinson  that  no  external  circuni- 
stances  ever  prompted  him  to  make  any  apology,  or  to  seem 
even  sensible  of  their  existence.  Whether  this  was  the  effect  of 
Philosophic  pride,  or  of  some  partial  notion  respecting  hit^ 
breeding  is  doubtful '. 

It  b  very  certain  that  he  piqued  himself  much  upon  his  ktww- 
ledge  of  the  rules  of  true  politeness,  and  particularly  on  his  most 
punctilious  observances  of  them  towards  the  ladies.  A  remiric- 
able  instance  of  this  was  his  never  sufTering  any  lady  to  wilk 
from  his  house  to  her  carriage,  through  Boll  Court,  unattended 
by  himself  to  hand  her  into  it  (at  least  I  have  reason  to  suppose 
it  to  be  his  general  custom,  from  his  constant  performance  of  it 
to  those  with  whom  he  was  the  most  intimately  acx^uaintcd) ;  and 
if  any  obstacle  prevented  it  from  driving  off,  there  he  would 
stand  by  the  door  of  it,  and  gather  a  mob  around  him.  Indeed 
they  would  begin  to  gather  the  moment  he  appcar'd  handing  ibe 
lady  down  the  steps  into  Fleet  Street.  But  to  describe  his  ap- 
pearance, his  important  air  {that  indeed  cannot  be  described)  but 
hia  morning  Habiliments,  from  head  to  foot,  would  excite  the 
utmost  astonishment  in  my  reader,  how  a  man  in  his  senses  coulil 
think  of  steping  [j/V]  outside  his  door  in  them,  or  even  to  be 
seen  at  home  in  them.  Sometimes  he  exhibited  himself  at  the 
distance  of  eight  or  ten  doors  distant  from  Bolt  Court,  to  get  at 
the  carriage,  to  the  no  small  diversion  of  the  populace^ 

And  I  am  certain  to  all  who  love  laughing  a  description  of  lu$ 
dress  from  head  to  foot  would  be  highly  acceptable,  and  is 
general,  I  believe,  be  thought  the  most  curious  part  of  my  Book- 
But  I  forbear,  merely  out  of  respect  to  his  memory,  to  give  tke 


him  into  his  gairet,  which  being 
Bctxpicd,  he  ihcre  found  iiboui  five 
or  six  Greek  folios,  a  deal  writing- 
tlc«k,3ndachairandahalf.  Jnhnson 
giving  l»  his  guest  tKe  entire  scat, 
loticred  himstrlf  on  one  with  only 
ihrce  Ieg5  and  one  arm.'  /j/c,  i.  32S, 
'  '  Mrs.  Adams  said  "she  wns 
asti&mcd  10  be  seen  in  such  3  pickle, 
and  ihat  her  house  whs  in  such  a 
litter;  but  thut  if  she  had  expected 
such  an  honour  from  her  Ladyship, 


she  should  have  ioMttd  ber  to  «  bttttf 
manner."  The  parson  nude  do ap*- 
logies,  though  be  was  in  bis  toK" 
cnssock,  and  a  fl.innel  nt£lit-cV- 
He  saidlhcy  trcic  heartily  trelcoW 
to  his  poor  cotUKC.'  Jaafh  -^^ 
drtws.  nil.  iv.  ch.  9. 

■  Sec  i*A  ii.  405,  for  Beaeekfft 
acconnt  dT  Johnson's  'doiitf  <" 
honours  of  his  literary  resiAartl 
a  foreign  lady  of  quality,'  anil  <^ 
ii.  iSol 

stigh^^ 


by  Miss  Reynolds. 


a6i 


'Slightest  intimation  of  it.     For  having  written  a  minute  descrip- 
,  lion  of  his  Figure,  from  his  wig  to  his  slippers,  a  thought  occurred 
fthat  it  might  probably  excite  some  person  to  delineate  it,  and 
T  might  have  the  mortification  of  seeing  it  hung  up  at  a  Print- 
shop  as  the  greatest  curiosity  ever  exhibited. 

His  best  dress  was,  at  that  time,  so  very  mean,  that  one  aftcr- 
ncwn  as  he  was  following  some  ladies  up  stairs,  on  a  visit  to 
a  lady  of  fashion ',  the  Housemaid,  not  knowing  him,  suddenly 
sdzed   him  by  the  shoulder,  and  exclaimed,  '  Where  arc  you 
going?'  striving  at  the  same  time  to  drag  him   back;    but  a 
'gentleman  who  was  a  few  steps  behind  prevented  her  from  doing 
or  saying  more,  and  Mr.  Johnson  growled  all  the  way  up  stairs, 
las  well  he  might.     He  seemed  much  chagrined  and  apparently 
disposed  to  revenge  the  insult  of  the  maid  upon  the  mistress. 
Unluckily,  whilst  in  this  humour,  a  lady  of  high  rank  =  happening 
[to  call  on  Miss  Cottercl.  he  was  much  offended  with  her  for  not 
'  introducing  him  to  her  Ladyship,  at  least  not  in  the  manner  he 
:  Uked,  and  still  more  for  her  seeming  to  shew  more  attention  to 
this  Lady  than  to  him.    .A  fter  sitting  some  time  silent,  meditating 
how  to  dtnim  ^  M  iss  C,  he  address'd  himself  to  Mr.  Reynolds,  who 
{sat  next  him,  and,  after  a  few  introductory  words,  with  a  loud 
'voice  said,  *  I  wonder  which  of  us  two  could  get  most  money  by 
his  trade  in  one  week,  were  we  to  work  hard  at  it  from  morning 
;ti)l  night.*     I  don't  remember  the  answer  j  but  I  know  that  the 
I  lady,  rtsir^  soon  after,  went  away  without  knowing  what  trade 
they  were  of.     She  might  probably  suspect  Mr.  Johnson  to  be 
a  poor  author  by  his  dress,  and  because  neither  a  Porter,  a  Chair- 
man, or  a  blacksmith,  Trades  much  more  suitable  to  his  apparent 
labilities,  were  not  quite  so  suitable  to  the  place  she  saw  him  in. 
'This  incident  Dr.  Johnson  used  to  mention  with  great  glee — how 
he  had  downed  Miss  C,  though  at  the  same  time  he  professed 
a  great  friendship  and  esteem  for  that  lady. 


•  Mi»«    Cottcrcll.    IJ/e,    \.    S46. 
SoG  it.  n.  3  Un  Nonbcutc's  version 

I  of  this  «ory. 

•  Lady  Klim>y.   Miss  Revnoujs. 
According  to  tlic  account  Sir  Joahua 

;^ve  to  Uoswdl  there  were  two  ladies 
of  ht|;b  rank,  one  of  whom  was  the 


Duchess  of  Argylc- 

'  Johnson  talking  of  Robcrison 
said  : — '  I  downtti  him  with  the  King 
of  Prussia.'  /*.  iii.  335.  He  wrote 
to  Mrs.  ThnUc: — 'Long  li^-e  Mrs. 
G —  that  downs  my  mistress.*  LelUrs, 
ii.  73.    Sec  also  aiUe,  i.  169. 

It 


It  is  certain  that,  for  such  kind  of  mortifications,  he  never  cx- 
press'd  any  concern  ;  but  on  other  occasicms  he  has  shcu-n  the 
most  amiable  sorrow  for  the  ofTcncc  he  has  given  *.  particularly  if 
It  seemed  to  involve  the  slightest  disrespect  to  the  church  or  to 
its  ministers '. 

I  shall  never  forget  with  what  regret  he  spoke  of  the  nide 
reply  he  made  to  a  Rev*  Divine,  a  Dignitary  of  the  Church', 
on  his  saying  that  men  never  improved  after  the  age  of  forty-five*. 
'That  is  not  true,  Sir,'  said  Johnson.  *  You,  who  perhaps  are 
forty-eight,  may  still  improve  if  you  wHIl  try  ;  I  wish  you  would 
set  about  it ;  and  I  am  afraid,*  be  added, '  there  is  great  room 
for  it' ;'  and  this  was  said  in  rather  a  large  Party  of  gentlemen 


■  S«e  anU,  I  4;3,  vhere  Murphy 
sap  (hut  '  when  the  fray  waa  over 
JohnnoD  generally  soflencd  into  re- 
pentance.* He  wrole  to  Dr.  Taylor 
in  1756 :  — '  When  1  am  musing 
aJonc.  I  feci  a  piing  (or  every 
moment  that  any  human  bcini;  has 
by  my  |>eevishn«ss  or  obstinacy  spent 
in  uneasJncs»-'  Lttltrt.  x.  71.  More 
than  twenty  years  later  he  said  in 
Mhi  Bumey's  hearing: — 'I  am 
always  Eorry  when  1  make  bitter 
speeches,  aad  L  never  do  it  but  when 
I  am  insuflcrably  vexed.'  Mmc 
D'Arblay's  Diary,  i.  131. 

■  Yet  when  some  clergymen  In  his 
company  'thought  that  they  should 
appear  (o  adranUKe  by  assuming 
the  lax  JHJliiy  of  men  0/  the  world' 
he  said,  'by  no  means  in  a  whisper, 
"  This  mcrrinieni  of  parsvns  is  mighty 
oflciiaivc" '    Life,  iv.  76. 

'  Dr.   Bamard,    Dean    of   Deny; 

afterwards   Bishop  of  Killaloe.    /b. 

iii.  84;   iv.  iij.     He  is  'the   good 

Dean  '  of  Goldsmith's  RttaliaticH, 

'\Vh[>  niix'd  reason,  with  pleasure 

and  wisdom  wirh  mirth.' 

'  'Of  this  assertion  (writes  Misa 
Zdgewortli)myfaihcr  always  doubled 
(he  [nith,  and  lie  opposed  ihe  prin- 
ciple, as  injurious  to  the  cause  of 


knowledge  und  vinae,  and  teiMfiag 
to  loscn  the  energy  and  Kapptatai 
of  a  large  portion  of  buman  odx- 
ence.*  Memoirs  o//t.  L.  Edgt^fMh^ 
ed.  1844,  p  476. 

Swift  xcms  to  refer  to  this  bdid 
when  be  nukes  the  spot  in  the  fasf 
head  of  every  Struldbrug  chaa^a 
from  time  to  lime  (ill  he  became  Gic 
and  forty,  when  'it  never  admhtcd 
any  fiinhei  alieraikm.'  Vayaff  It 
Z.i^tf/d,  ch.  jc 

<  BoswcU  rtcoided  in  his  nott- 
bookT— 'The  De»n  of  Deny.  Dr. 
Barnard,  was  oiainuitiiDg  is  177-k 
that  a  man  never  improves  alttr 
five-and-fony.  Johiuoa  very  ji»*i1t 
took  the  opposite  side.  "  \Vbj 
should  nnl  a  man  improve  then," 
xaid  he:,  "if  he  has  the  KUans 
of  improvement !"'  The  Dean  per- 
sisted in  his  errour.  Jobmon  ttt- 
grily  said,  "  I  do  not  say  but  then 
arc  some  exceptions  ;  pray,  Sir,  bo* 
old  arc  you  ?"  The  Ueaa  itaantsd 
burr ;  came  over  it  again  and  agais 
at  the  time,  and  aftertnirds  wnu 
the  verses  which  ironicaiiy  iaB^ 
duces  [jt'it]  Johnson's  ^Wr/i7wjj.  W 
the  Dean  told  me  at  the  dinoa  d 
Ihe  Royal  Academicians,  33  April 
1776,  that  he  had  a  very  great  n- 

snd 


and  ladies  at  dinner.  Soon  after  the  ladies  withdrew  from  the 
table,  Uf.  Johnson  follow'd  them,  and,  sitting  down  by  the  Lady 
of  the  House ',  he  said,  '  I  am  very  sorry  for  having  spoken  so 

rudely  to  the .'     '  You  very  well  may,  Sir."     'Yes,'  he  said, 

'  it  was  highly  improper  to  speak  in  that  style  to  a  minister  of 
the  Gospel ',  and  I  am  the  more  hurt  on  reflecting  with  what 

mild  dignity  he  received  it.'    When  the came  up  into  the 

Drawing-Room,  Dr.  Johnson  immediately  rose  from  his  seat, 
and  made  him  sit  on  the  sophy  [sic]  by  him,  and  with  such 
3.  beseeching  look  for  pardon,  and  with  such  fond  gestures — 
literally  smoothing  down    his  arms   and  his  knees — tokens  of 

penitence,  which  were  so  graciously  received  by  the  as 

to  make  Dr.  Johnson  very  happy,  and  not  a  little  added  to 
the  esteem  and  respect  he  had  previously  entertained  for  his 
cbaiacter  ^ 

The  next  morning  the  called  on  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds 


spect  for  Johnson.  "  I  love  him," 
said  he, "  but  he  docs  na(  love  mc," 
and  he  complained  of  bi^  mu^h, 
lianh  mannen.  saying  that  when  he 
smiled  be  showed  the  teeth  at  the 
coiner  of  hh  moutb,  like  a  dog  that 
is  £Oin{  to  bite.  He  said,  *'  Johnson 
Is  right  iiinety>niii«  times  out  af  a 
bundred :  1  thintc  with  him."  "  But 
you  do  not  fed  with  him,"  said  I. 
"  No,"  »aid  the  Dean.  *' Tn  short, 
be  is  not  a  )^n[]em:m."  The  Deim 
told  mc  he  ihnught  of  answering 
CibboD,  and  would  be  glad  to  talk 
iritb  Johnson  of  it.  When  I  came 
to  Haih  Johnson  said  the  Dean  was 
tniitalicn.  He  loved  him  \-cry  well, 
tboutch  be  disapproved  of  bis  being 
out  of  place,  by  hving  so  much 
among  wits,  and  being  member  of 
a  iuidiut;ht  club,  (That  vms  ours.) 
He  was  pleased  with  bis  design  of 
answering  Gibbon,  and  said  be  would 
be  gl*d  to  talk  with  him.'  .\famsiin 
Attt^^rafiAj,  jod  series,  i.  371* 

Tbe  '  midtught  club '  wm  the  Lite- 
rary  Club.     Bamsrd  Joined   it   in 


December,  1775.  I  do  aot  think  he 
ajisAcrcd  Gibbon. 

'  Miss  Reynolds,  if,  aj  Richard 
Burke  snya,  the  scene  took  place  in 
Sir  Joshua's  house.  Burii  Corrts. 
i.  403. 

'  '  I  asked  Dr.  Johnson  if  he  did 
not  think  ihe  Dean  of  Derry  a  very 
agreeable  mfU),  t«  which  be  made 
no  answer;  and  on  my  repeating 
my  question,  "Chile!,"  said  he,  "I 
will  not  speak  anything  in  favour  of 
a  Sabbath- breaker,  to  please  you, 
nor  any  one  else.'  H.  More's  Me- 
moirs, i.  394, 

Bisliop  Barnard  (says  Bentham} 
was  '  an  unbeliever.  1  met  him  at 
OwcaCambridgc's,wha  had  a  house 
of  which  he  wa,s  very  proud  near 
Pope's,  at  Twickenhun.  The  Bishop 
was  much  among  the  aristocracy — 
a  man  of  the  world  and  a  dcvei 
man.'     Bcnlham's  Works,  x.  285. 

'  Johnson  said  of  him :— '  No  man 
cvcf  p^id  more  attention  to  Anothef 
than  he  has  done  to  mc.'  Ltjtt  iv. 
lis. 

with 
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with  the  following  verses',  which  I  should  not  have  taken  the 
liberty  to  insert,  had  I  not  known  that  they  bad  already  appear'd 
in  Print : — 

I  liiidr  ihmjDfHi  no  man  alive 
Could  ere  improve  past  forty-five, 

And  vcntuicd  to  a»cit  it. 
Tbc  obscivation  was  not  new, 
Htit  secm'd  to  mc  so  just  atid  true 

Ttiut  none  could  controvert  it. 

'  No,  Sir,'  says  Johnson,  *  'tis  not  to, 
Tis  )'otir  mistake,  and  1  can  show 

An  institncc,  if  you  doubt  it. 
Vou,  who  pcthape  are  fony-eighi, 
lia.y  still  improve,  'lis  not  too  Ute: 

I  wish  you'd  set  about  it.' 

EtiFouraged  thus  to  mend  my  Eaults, 

I  turned  his  counccl  [j/f]  in  my  thoughts 

Which  way  I  could  apply  it; 
Ccnius  1  knew  was  past  noy  reach. 
For  who  can  learn  whiit  none  atn  teach? 

And  wit— 1  could  not  buy  iL 

Then  come,  my  friends,  and  try  your  skill; 
You  may  improve  me  if  you  will, 

(My  Books  are  al  a  Distance^; 
With  you  I'll  live  and  leam>  and  then 
Instead  of  books  I  shall  read  men, 

So  lend  me  your  usislancc. 

Dear  knight  of  Plympton '  teach  mc  how 
To  suffer  with  unclouded  Urow 

And  smile  serene  as  thine^ 
The  jest  uncouth  and  tnitli  severe; 
Like  thee  to  turn  my  deafest  ear, 

And  calmly  drink  my  wine. 

Thou  say's!  not  only  skill  is  gain'd, 
But  genius,  too,  may  be  altain'd. 

By  studious  applicition'; 
Thy  tnnpcr  mild,  thy  genius  line, 
I'll  study  till  1  make  them  mine 

Uy  constant  meditation. 


'  Se«Z.i*,iv.43i,forvariousread- 
tngs  in  these  lines. 
*  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  who  was 


bora  at  Plympton. 

'  Soc  attff,  i.  314  «.,  and  Ufi,  •*■ 
457.  «■  a. 

Thr 


i^  Miss  Reynolds. 
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Thy  art  of  pleasing  teach  mc,  Ganick, 
Thou  who  tevercst  [revcrsest)  odes  Pindaric, 

A  second  lime  read  o'er'; 
Oh  1  muld  w«  read  ihee  backwards  too. 
Last  lliitty  ycara  thou  sh^uidst  review, 

And  charm  us  thlrly  mure. 

If  I  have  thoughts  and  caji't  express  'em, 
Cibboni  {sie]  shall  teach  me  how  10  dress  'em 

In  teiins  select  and  Icr&c ; 
Jones  teiich  me  moilesiy  and  Greek'; 
Smith,  how  to  ihink  ^ ;    Burke,  how  to  speiJc ; 

Aod  Oeauclerk  to  convene*. 

Let  JohnsoQ  teach  mc  how  to  pUcs 
In  fairest  light  each  borrow.''d  Grace 

From  him  1  '11  Icam  10  write: 
Copy  his  free  and  easy  siyle. 
And  from  the  roughness  of  his  fil« 
Crow,  like  blmseir.  Polite. 

Dr.  Jtjhnson's  rude  repulse  given  to  a  gcnllcmaii  who  ask'd 
his  leave  to  introduce  the  AbW  Raynal  *  to  him,  is  I  believe 
too  well  known  to  need  a  repetition.  Something  similar  to  that 
was  his  answer  to  a  gentleman  at  the  literary  club.  who.  on 

presenting  hia  Friend,  said,  'This,  Sir,  is  Mr.  V y*.'     *I  see 

him,'  said  Dr.  Johnson,  and  immediately  tum'd  away. 

His  reply  to  Dr.  Grainger,  who  was  reading  his  manuscript 
Poem  to  him  of  the  augar-canc,  will  probably  be  thought  more 
excusable.  When  he  came  to  the  line,  'Say,  shall  I  sing  of 
Rats?'    'No,'  cr>-'d  Dr.  Johnson  with  great  vchemcncy.    This 


'  *  Mr.  CumbcTlnnd  has  written  aa 
Odt,  as  be  modestly  calls  it,  in  praise 
of  Cray's  Od^i.  .  .  .  Garrick  read  it 
tlie  other  night  at  Mr.  Hc^uclerk's, 
who  comprehended  so  link  wh-at  it 
was  alwut,  that  lie  desired  Garnck 
to  read  it  backwards,  and  try  if  it 
would  not  be  equally  good ;  be  did, 
and  it  wa*.'  Walpolc's  LeUeri,  vi.  298. 

'  Sir  William  Jones,  who  dying  at 
the  age  of  forty-seven  had 'studied 
eight  lanjiyiiages  critically,  eight  less 
perfectly .  but  all  tnlclligible  with  a 
diciiooary,  ttnd  twelve  least  per- 
lectly,  t>ut   all  atuinnble.'    Tcign- 


mouth's  Li/e  of  Sir  W,  Jonts,  cd. 
iSis,  P.46S. 

'  Adam  Smith.  For  his  talk  see 
Life,  iv.  24,  n.  3. 

*  Anit,  i.  273,  4*;- 

All  the  men  mentioned  in  these 
verses,  ss  well  as  Barnard,  were 
members  of  the  Literary  Club. 

'  Sec  ante,  i.  211. 

"  'When  Mr.  Vcsey  was  proposed 
as  a  mcmbi-'r  of  tlie  Literary  Ctub 
Mr.  Burke  began  by  saying  that  he 
was  .t  man  of  gentle  manners.  "  Sir,'* 
said  Johnson,  "you  need  say  no 
more.     When  you  hare  said  a  maa 

he 
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he  related  to  mc  himself,  laughing  heartily  at  the  conceit  of 
Dr.  Grainger's  refractory  Muse !  V\'here  it  happen 'd  I  do  not 
Icnow,  but  1  am  certain,  very  certain,  that  it  was  not,  as  Mr. 
Boswell  asserts,  at  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's',  for  they  were  not, 
I  believe,  even  personally  known  to  each  other. 

But  .some  very  beautiful  lines  out  of  another  Poem,  by  the 
same  Author,  I  have  often  heard  him  repeat,  and  express  great 
admiration  of  them. 

'O  Solitude,  romantick  maid, 
Wlii:[)ieT  hy  nodding  iow«r«  you  tresd; 
Or  hnunt  the  deacrt's  trackltMs  gloom, 
Or  hovrr  dvx  the  yawning  tomb ; 
Or  djmb  the  Andes'  clifled  side, 
Or  by  the  Nile's  cny  source  abide; 
Or,  starting  from  your  Ihalf  year's  sleep. 
From  Hcda  view  the  (hawing  deep; 
Or  at  Ui«  puipic  davm  of  day, 
Tadtnot's  marble  waste  survey  V 

I  shall  never  forget  the  concordkncc  of  the  sound  of  his 
voice,  with  the  grandeur  of  those  images';  nor  indeed  for  the 
same  reason  the  gothiclc*  dignity  of  hU  Aspect,  his  \<jcAe.  and 
manner,  when  repeating  sublime  passages. 

But  what  was  very  remarkable,  though  his  cadence  in  reading 
poetry  Wiig  so  judiciously  cmphatical  as  to  give  a  double  force 
to  the  words  he  utter'd,  yet  in  reading  prose,  particularly 
common  and  familiar  subjects,  narrations,  essays,  letters,  ftc. 
nothing  could  be  more  injudicious  than  his  manner,  begicutiog; 
every  period  with  a  pompous  accent,  and  reading  it  with  a  whine, 
or  with  a  kind  of  spasmodic  struggle  for  utterance  ;  and  this,  not 
from  any  natural   infirmity,  but  from  a  strange  singularity,  in 


of  genlle  manners  you  have  said 
enough." '  /»/,-,  iv.  a8. 

'  U/f,  n.  453.  See  ii.  \\.  454.  «•  a. 
where  Johnson  said :— '  Percy,  Sir, 
was  angry  with  me  for  lauyhiny  at  TAg 
Sngar-Catte ;  for  he  had  &  mind  to 
make  a  great  thing  of  Grainger's 
rats.' 

•  He  repeated  these  lines  at  Ash- 


bourne, and  observed : — '  Tbis,  Sir.ii 
very  noble'    /*.  iii.  197. 

'  After  'itn&ga'  Mi»9  RcyscUs 
had  atflrsi  written  :—*  Nor  indeed  for 
this  samr  reason  the  sublime  pleasvc 
I  have  received  on  hearing  htm  read 
sonic  passages  out  of  Homcf.' 

'  She  tueans.  1  think,  'the  rvde 
dignity.'    See  tutU,  \.  478. 

reading 


,  ^nading  on,  in  one  breath,  as  if  he  had  made  a  resolution  not  to 
iespire  till  he  had  closed  the  sentence  '. 

Some  lines  also  he  used  to  repeat  in  his  best  manner,  written 
In  memory  of  Bishop  Boulter,  which  I  believe  are  not  much 
.      known : — 

'  S<»n«  write  their  wrongs  in  marble :  lie,  more  Just, 
I  Sloop'd  down  serene  sni  wrote  Ihcm  in  the  dust; 

^^^  Trod  under  fool,  ihe  sport  of  every  wind, 

^^H  Swept  from  ihc  earth,  and  blotted  from  his  mind. 

^^H  There,  secret  in  the  grave,  he  bade  them  lie, 

^^1  And  grieved  they  eould  not  'sape  th«  Almight/a  eye*.' 

A  lady,  who  had  learnt  them  from  Dr.  Johnson,  thought  she 
had  made  a  mistake,  or  had  forgotten  some  words,  as  she  could 
not  make  out  a  reference  to  the  particle  tArre,  and   mcntion'd 


'  The  following  passage  she  has 
scored  out : — *  His  sonorous  voice, 
so  judiciously  emphatic&l,  the  apost- 
lick  [n'c]  dii^ily  of  his  aispcct,  his 
look,  his  mitnRcr,  when  repeating  any 
sublime  jntMges,  either  of  poetry 
0*  ot  prose,  gave  a  double  force  to 
the  words  he  titter' d.  Um  this  indeed 
can  only  be  said  of  him  when  reading 
gfandor  lolcmn  subjects,  (or  in  read- 
ing eotnroon  prose  his  manner,  or 
mtbcr  his  tone  of  voice,  was  as  dis- 
gusting AS  vice  versa  it  wcik  enchant- 
ing,  proportionally  so  as  the  subject 
wascommon  and  fanitiliAr,  which  all  his 
acquaintance  must  ccrt&inly  remem- 
ber, especially  if  they  ever  heard  him 
read  an  [nV]  newspajwr,  magazine,, 
letters,'  Ac 

For  his  reading  poctr)'  see  anU, 
*•  347.457. and£(/r,v.  IIS-  Whcnhe 
feoid  a  passage  in  Tie  Sptttalar 
Boswell  recorded:—'  He  read  so  well 
thai  everything'  auquiicd  additional 
weight  and  grace  from  his  utterance.' 
Li/i,  n-  313. 

*  From  BauUa'i  Monumtnl  by 
Samocl  Madden.  Sec  anfe,  ii.  313, 
for  JohntOD's  caMij^tion  of  that  work. 
Swift  had  foand  'one  comfortable 
ctrounitanoc'  in  the  appointment  of 


Boulter  to  the  primacy.  He  would 
be  opposed  to  Wood's  ha.lf'pence. 
'Money,'  lie  wrote,  'the  great  divider 
of  the  world,  has  by  a  strange  revo- 
lution been  Ihe  great  uniter  of  a  most 
divided  people.  Wlio  would  leave 
3  hundred  pounds  a  year  in  England 
(a  country  of  rrecdom)  lo  be  paid 
a  thousand  in  Ireland  out  of  Wood's 
exchequer  J  The  gentleman  they 
have  lately  made  primate  would  never 
quit  his  scat  in  an  English  House  of 
Lords  and  his  preferments  at  Oxford 
and  BriMol,  worth  twelve  hundred 
pounds  a  year,  for  four  times  the 
denomination  here,  but  not  half 
Ihe  value.'  Swift's  Works,  xil. 
|62.  Hawkins  writes : — '  Dr.  Mad- 
den some  years  aflcnvardi,  being 
mindful  to  republish  the  poem,  sub- 
mitted it  to  Johnson's  correction,  and 
I  found  among  his  books  a  copy  of 
Che  poem,  with  a  note  in  a  spare  leaf 
thereof,  purporting  ih^t  die  author 
had  imade  him  x  visit,  and  for  a  very 
few  remarks  and  alterations  of  it  had 
presented  him  with  ten  guineas. 
Hawkins,  p.  39I.  In  the  lirilish 
Museum  there  are  two  copies  of  the 
poem,  one  printed  in  Dublin  and 
one  \a  London,  both  published  the 

it 
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it  to  htm.  No,  he  said,  she  had  not.  and,  after  seesawing  a  fev 
minutes,  cxpress'd  some  sjrprtse  that  the  defect  should  have 
escaped  his  observation. 

Sometime  after  he  told  the  Lady  that  these  lines  were  inserted 
in  tl>c  last  edition  of  his  Dictionary,  under  the  word  ^trrt' 
But  I  had  reason  to  believe  tha.t  he  mistru;4cd  they  were  not 
a  literal  copy  of  the  original ',  as  about  this  time  I  well  rcmembei 
he  expressd  great  solicitude,  and  made  much  enquiry  among 
the  Booksellers,  to  procure  the  printed  poem ;  whether  he 
succeeded  or  not  I  never  heard. 

Of  Goldsmith's  TravtlUr  he  used  to  speak  in  terms  of  the 
highest  commendation'.  A  lady^  I  remember,  who  had  the 
pleasure  of  hciring  Dr.  Johnson  read  it  from  end  to  end, 
before  it  was  publish'd  just  as  it  came  out  from  the  press,  to 
testify  her  admiration  of  it,  exclaim"d,  *  I  never  more  shall  think 
Dr.  Goldsmith  ugly.'  In  having  thought  so,  however,  she  was  by 
00  means  singular ;  an  instance  of  which  I  am  rather  inclined 
to  mention,  bccLUsc  it  involves  a  remarkable  one  of  Dr.  Johnson's 
ready  wit ;  for  this  lady,  one  evening,  being  In  a  large  Party, 
was  calTd  upon  aflcr  -supper  for  her  Toast,  and  seeming  embar- 
rass "d,  she  was  desired  to  yivc  the  iiglcsl  \sic\  man  she  kocw; 
and  she  immediately  named  Dr.  Goldsmith.  On  which  a  lady 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Tabic  rose  up  and  rcach'd  across  to 
shake  hands  with  her,  expressing  some  desire  of  being  better 
acquainted  with  her,  it  being  the  first  time  they  had  met ;  on 
which  Dr.  Johnson  said, '  Thus  the  Ancients,  on  the  comraena- 
mcnt  of  their  Friendships,  used  to  aicrificc  a  Bca-rt  betwixt  them.' 


same  year,  174;-  I  hurc  not  dis- 
covcted  jiny  variations  in  ih«  text. 
No  secnni]  edition  is  knnwn  af  in 
Inland,  if  Hiwltins's  sCatemenl  iii 
truci  the  poem,  as  corrected  by 
Jolinson,  has  never  been  printed. 
In  that  case  the  correcied  copy  may 
still  b«  in  existence,  it  seems,  how- 
ever, likely  that  Hawkins  was  mis- 
nken. 

■  The  first  nf  these  lines  runs  in 
the  primed  poem  (p.  73): — 'Men 
gmvc    their   wrongs,'  &&     In    the 


D>£lhnary  Johnson  gives  it ;— '  So«e 
tcrave,'  ftc  He  quoted  it  to  Mtit 
Kcynokis:— ■  Some  write* 

'  '  He  said  of  Goldsmith's  TVitMf- 
Ur,  "  There  Has  not  been  w  Got 
a  poem  since  Pope's  time."'  Vfi^ 
ii.  5.  SeeaUo  1^.  iii.  3J3.  ]ndieit> 
terval  had  been  puhlished  Tboiw't 
Casile  0/  JmffUnce,  his  own  Vm^ 
o/Huiriitn  Whh^i,!LnA<jT*y'sElegf' 

*  Mrs.  L'bolinoaddy.  Miss  Ktt- 
HOLDS.  For  this  Udy  sec  Ufi,  u. 
318,  andon/V,  i.  451. 


by  Miss  Reynolds, 
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Sir  Joshua.  I  have  often  thoyght,  never  exhibited  a  more 
striking  proof  of  his  excellence  in  portrait-Painting,  than  in 
giving  Dignity  to  Dr.  Goldsmith's  countenance,  and  yet  pre- 
serving a  strong  likeness".  For  on  the  contrary  his  Aspect 
from  head  to  foot  imprcss'd  every  one  at  first  .-iight  with  an 
idea  of  his  being  a  low  mechanic;  particularly,  I  believe,  a 
journeyman  tailor'.  A  little  concurring  in.stance  of  this  I  well 
Tirmcmber,  One  Day  at  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's,  in  company  wilh 
some  gentlemen  and  Ladies,  he  was  relating  how  he  had  been 
insuhed  by  some  gentlemen  he  had  accidcntly  met  fl  think 
a.t  a  Co  flee- House).  'The  fellow,'  he  said  'took  me  for  a  tailor'.' 
on  which  a!I  the  Party  cither  laugh'd  aloud  or  shew'd  they 
sTipprcss'd  a  taught 

This  little  anecdote  of  Goldsmith  is  similar  to  that  which 
Mr.  Boswell  relates  of  Johnson's  having  told  him  that  a  gentle- 
woman had  ofTcr'd  him  a  shilling  for  handing  her  across  a  street. 
But  I  thought  it  not  a  little  surprising  that  he  should  add, 
*  No  person  would  have  believed  this,  if  Johnson  had  not  said 
it  himself*.' 

Dr.  Johnson  seera'd  to  have  much  more  kindness  for  Gold- 


•  C.  R.  Leslie  potnis  out '  Ihal  the 
ideal  drApcry  of  this  portrait  uikI  ibe 
view  of  ibc  face  almost  exactly  corre- 
spond to  the  painter's  ireaimeat  ol 
his  very  early  portrait  of  his  own 
&i  her.'  Leslie  .uid  Taylor's  Reynolds t 
L361. 

'I  remember  Miss  Reynolds  said 
of  this  poritait  that  it  was  a  very 
great  likenc&s  of  ihc  Doctor,  but  the 
most  flattered  picitiic  she  ever  knew 
her  brother  to  have  painled,"  North- 
coic's  RfytoJdt,  i.  336, 

•  '  His  person  was  short,  his  co«n- 
teaancc  coarse  and  vulgar,  his  deport- 
ment that  or  a  scholar  awkwardly 
aflccting  the  easy  gentleman.'  Life, 
i.  413.  'His  face,'  says  Dr.  Percy, 
•  was  marked  with  strong  lines  of 
tbinkin?-  His  first  appearance  was 
not  captivating.'  Goldsmith's  Misi. 
H^ffris/u  117. 


'  In  one  of  Misa  Reynolds's  manu- 
scripts I  he  siory  is  imroduccd  as 
follows  :^'  Dr.  GoJdsmiih  was  indeed 
very  ugly,  he  had  a  vulgar  mean 
aspect,  more  the  look  of  a  journey- 
man taylor  from  head  lo  foot  l!ian 
any  man  I  ever  saw,  wliicli  neiiud 
a  laugh  throughout  a  prtity  large 
cumiiany  of  gentlemen  and  ladies,  on 
hiii  saying  he  had  been  insulted,' &c. 

'  Miss  Reynolds  mtsundcislood 
Hoswell,  who  Willie: — "This,  if  told 
by  most  people,  would  have  been 
thought  an  invention  i  when  lold  by 
Johnson,  it  was  believed  by  his  friends 
as  much  as  i(  they  had  seen  what 
passed.'  /-iff,  ii.  434.  Boswell  was 
thinking  of  the  improbability  of  such 
a  thing  happening  to  any  one.  The 
gentlewomjiTi,  it  must  be  remembered, 
'  was  somewhat  in  liquor.' 

smith  I 


smith,  than  Goldsmith  had  for  him  '.  He  always  appcar'd  to  be 
overawed  by  Johnson  ',  particularly  when  in  company'  with  p«<^le 
oT  any  consequence,  visibly  as  if  impress'd  with  fear  doubtless  of 
disgrace;  for  I  have  been  witness  to  many  mortifications  he  has 
saffer'd  in  his  company:  one  Day  in  particular,  at  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds's,  a  gcntleraan  to  whom  he  was  talking  his  ^f  stop'd 
[sit]  him,  in  the  midst  of  his  discourse,  with  'Hushl  fau^! 
Dr.  Johnson  is  going  to  say  something  V 

Atanothcrtimc.a  gentleman  who  wassitling  between  Dr.  John- 
son and  Dr.  Goldsitiith,  and  with  whom  he  had  been  disputiogt 
remarked  to  another,  loud  enough  for  Goldsmith  to  hear  him. 
'That  he  had  a  fine  time  of  it,  bctwcea  l/rsa  Major  and  l/ru 
Minor*/' 

Dr.  Johnson  aecm'd  to  delight  in  drawing  characters ;  and 
when  he  [did  so]  cffn  amorg,  delighted  every  one  that  heard  him*. 
Indeed,  I  cannot  say  I  ever  heard  him  draw  any  e&n  odiare  \sie\, 
the'  he  professed  himself  to  be,  or  at  least  to  love,  a  gMi 
hater  *: 


'  S*c,  hftwever,  JJ/t,  11.  66,  where 
Goldunicli  said;— '  Johnson,  to  be 
sure,  liHS  a  roughness  in  his  manner ; 
but  no  man  nlive  has  a  more  tender 
Iwart.  lit  Mas  nothing  of  tht  brew 
btel  his  liin' I  and  ii.  356,  where, 
on  Johnson  asking  his  pardon,  'he 
answered  placidly, "  U  must  be  much 
iroro  you,Siir.  that  I  Ukc  ill.'" 

'  'Goldsmith  could  sometimes  taltc 
adventurous  liberties  with  him,  and 
escape  unpunished.'    Ii.  iv.  113. 

'  y».  ii.as7. 

*  Bnswell's  father  and  Gray  both 
gave  Johnson  the  name  of  Una 
MaJM-,  fb.  V.  384.  See  ib.  p.  97, 
and  ante,  i.  370,  where  Johnson  and 
Goldsmith  are  distinguished  by  an 
inKoicnt  fellow  as  Doctor  Major  and 
Doctor  Minor. 

*'DOSWELL.  "Hispowcrofreascn- 
ing  is  very  strong,  and  he  has  a  pecu* 
liar  art  of  drawing  characters,  which 
is  ai  rare  as  good  portrait  painiing." 
SIK  JOSHUA    REYNOLDS.     "  H«  is 


undoubtedly  admlnble  in  this ;  but, 
in  order  to  marV  the  characters  whidi 
he  draws,  he  overch^trKes  them,  and 
gives  people  more  than  thejr  tfsHf 
have,  whether  of  good  or  bad.' '  L^ 
ill.  333.    Six  also  ii.  306:  iu.  Ml 

'  AnU,  \.  304.  In  one  of  her 
MSS.  Miss  Reynolds  centlnitu:— 
'  But  I  have  remarked  that  his  d>^ 
like  of  any  one  seldom  pnuipted 
him  to  say  mucti  men  than  that  At 
fellow  is  a  btcekhead, «  f^crenabKt, 
or  some  such  epithet.' 

Speaking  of  Churchill  he  said^- 
'  No,  Sir.  I  called  the  fellow  a  bfaxt 
head  ax  first,  and  I  will  eall  boni 
blockhead  stilL'  Lifi,i.4l^.  *FW4- 
ing  being  mentioned,  Johnson  cs- 
claimed.  "  he  was  a  bJodcbead."'  * 
ii.  173.  He  (old  Hector's  nuid* 
servant  that  she  was  'a  blockhead.'W 
Bosvrell's  surprise,  who  '  never  hiirf 
the  word  applied  to  a  woman  tiefim* 
Jti.  ii.  456.  Goldsmith  called  StcflK 
'  a  blockhead.'    /b.  ii.  173,  n.  3. 

u 
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U  is  much  to  be  wish'd,  tn  justice  to  Dr.  Johnson's  character, 
that  the  many  jocular  and  ironical  speeches  which  have  been 
fccorded  of  him  had  been  mark'd  as  such,  for  the  information 
of  those  who  were  unacquainte<t  with  him,  when  not  so  ap- 
parently unlikely  as  the  above  is  to  be  taken  in  a  literal 
seiue.  If  he  could  conceive  a  hatred  for  Any  person,  it  was 
only  for  the  vicioaa. 

t  shall  never  forget  the  exalted  character  he  drew  of  his 
Friend  Mr.  Langlon,  nor  with  what  ener^,  what  fond  delight 
be  expatiated  in  his  prai-ie,  giving  him  every  perfection  that 
could  adorn  humanity.  Particularly,  I  remember,  he  dwelt  on 
his  mental  acquirements,  as  a  Scholar,  a  Philosopher,  and  a 
Divine,  to  which  he  added  the  finishing  polish  of  the  fine 
Gentleman'.  A  literary  Lady,  Miss  H.  More,  who  was  present 
acem'd  much  struck  with  admiration,  not  only  perhaps  of  the 
excellence  of  Mr.  Langton's  character,  but  of  Dr.  Johnson's, 
which  appcar'd,  \  thought,  with  redoubled  lustre,  reflected  from 
his  luminous  display  of  the  virtues  of  his  Friend. 

This  brings  to  my  remembrance  the  unparatlell'd  culogium 
which  the  late  Lord  Bath"   made  on *  (a   lady  he  was 


■  'We  lallttd  of  Mr.  Langton. 
Jbbnion,  with  a  wurm  velicnience  of 
aifecticinate  rcKsnJ,  cxdaiiticd,  "  The 
earth  does  not  bear  .1  worthier  man 
than  Uenii«tLAngtoo."'  Li/e,  \\\.  ibi. 
Sec  also  ohU,  \.  183  n. 

"  William  Pullcncy;  'm  a  pattiy 
fellow  as  could  be,'  Johnson  called 
bim.  £j/if,if.  339.  'Thelefjaeies  he 
has  left  arc  triflinji,'  wrote  Chester- 
field; 'for,  in  truth,  he  caicd  for 
aobod}-:  the  words  give  and  bequeath 
were  too  sh'^cking  to  him  to  repeat, 
and  so  he  left  all  in  one  word  tu  hia 
broiher.'  Chesterfield's  Lifters,  iv, 
Sloi  Smollett  said  of  his  laier 
year*  that  'he  incurred  (he  con- 
tempt or  delegation  of  mankind, 
and  nmaincd  a  aolituy  moniuncnt 
of  blasted  ambition.'  History  of 
Snglamdy  iii  79. 


'  Through  Clouds  of  Passion  P. .  .'3 
views  ^LTC  dear, 
He  foams  a  Patnot  to  subside  a 

Peer: 
Impatient  sees  his  country  bought 

and  sold, 
And  damns  the  market  where  he 
takes  no  gold.' 
Wanon's  Pope's  Worts,  iv.  347. 
The  eulogiimi  of  such  a  maa  was 
worthless. 

Mrs.  Montagu,  in  her  turn,  puffed 
him.  '  Hia  Lordship's  taJenis,'  she 
wiotc,  'tike  colours  in  the  pii&m, 
formed  of  the  brightcsi  rays,  arc  so 
well  arranged  and  so  happily  mingled 
that,  ihoiigh  strong  and  vivid,  they 
never  pain  the  sight.'  Lellfrs  of  Mrs, 
Montagu,  iv.  346. 

'  "I  omit  the  initials  of  this  Lad>-'s 
name,  in  campUaacc  to  her  delicacy 

intimately 
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intimatelx  acquainted  with.)  tn  spealcing  of  her  to  Sir  Joshtu 
Reynolds.  His  lordship  said,  that  'he  did  not  believe  that 
there  was  a  more  perfect  human  Being  created  ;  or  that  there 

ever  would  be  created,  than  Mrs. .'     1  give  the  very  words 

I  heard  from  Sir  Joshua's  own  mouth,  and  from  whom  a.lso 
I  heard  that  he  repeated  them  to  Mr.  Burke ;  and  observing 
that  Lord  Bath  could  not  have  said  more,  and  *  I  do  not  thick 
that  he  said  too  much,'  was  Mr.  Hurkc's  reply.  I  have  also 
heard  Dr.  Johnson  speak  of  this  Lady  in  terms  of  high  admi- 
ration. '  Sir,  that  Lady  exerts  more  mind  in  conversation  than 
any  Person  I  ever  met  with :  Sir,  she  displays  such  powen 
of  ratiocination,  even  radiations  of  intellectual  excellence  as 
arc  amazing '.' 

On  the  prai-ses  of  Mrs.  Thrale  he  used  to  dwell  with  a  peculiar 
delight,  a  paternal  fondness,  expressive  of  conscious  exultation  is 
being  so  intimately  acquainted  with  her'.  One  day,  in  speaking 
of  her  to  Mr.  Harris,  Author  of  Hfrttu-s^,  and  expatiating  on 
her  various  perfection.^, — the  solidity  of  her  virtues,  the  brilliancy 
of  her  wit,  and  the  strength  of  her  understanding,  &c — be 
quoted  some  lines,  a  stanza,  I  believe,  but  from  what  author  I 
know  not,  with  which  he  concluded  his  most  eloquent  eulogium, 
and  of  these  I  rctain'd  but  the  two  last  lines  >— 

'  Virtu«8— of  sucl>  a  Kcncrvus  kind, 
Good  in  the  lasl  recesses  of  the  mind.' 

Dr.  Johnson  had  a  most  sincere  and  tender  regard  for  Mis. 
Thr-le,  and  no  wonder ;  she  would  with  much  apparent  afTectioo 


and  in  complimcflt  to  the  discerning 
Public. 

This  nolc  was  written  many  years 
before  Mrs.  Montagu's  Decease,  but 
left  uncancelled  cut  of  Rc5pect  to 
hcT  memory.'     MlRS  Revnolds. 

'  Ynr  Johnson's  high  praise  of  her 
tee  i-i/f,  iv.  275.  Of  her  pretenlious 
F.ssay  an  Shakesf'tare  he  said  : — '  ll 
dors  her  honour,  but  it  would  do 
nobody  else  honour,'  He  could  not 
get  throuKli  iL  /ft.  ii.  88;  v.  345, 
Much  of  licf  ri^putfttion  was  no  doubt 
due  to  the  splendid  house  &hc  kept. 


Hfirace  Walpole  wrote  oo  Miy  si, 
I77S  (/^/</3,  vi.  217);- 'The  hus- 
band of  Mrs.  Montagu  of  Stake- 
spcareshira  is  dead,  &nd  has  Ml  bH 
an  estate  of  seven  thouMod  pooadi 
a  year  in  own  power.'     Sec  Mtri 

i-  287.  J38,  3S<- 

■  He  wrote  10  her  on  her  *eco«d 
marriage  ;— '  I  who  ha**  lovtd  fM, 
esteemed  you,  rcveienced  jroa,  ok 
served  you,  1  who  long  thou^M  rtt 
the  lir^t  of  H-omankind,'  &c.  LtOm, 
ii.  406. 

'  AtUt,  ii  70. 

overlook 


hy  Miss  Reynolds. 
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overlook  his  foibles.  One  Day  at  lier  own  Tabic,  before  a  large 
company,  he  spoke  so  very  roughly  tu  her,  that  every  person 
present  was  surprised  how  she  could  bear  it  so  placidly ;  and 
on  the  Ladies  withdrawing,  one  of  them  express'd  great  astonish- 
ment how  Dr.  Johnson  could  speak  in  such  harsh  terms  to  herl 
But  to  this  she  said  no  more  than  '  Oh  I  Dear  good  man  I ' 
This  short  reply  appeared  so  strong  a  proof  of  her  generous 
virtuis  that  the  Lady  took  the  first  opportunity  of  commu- 
nicating it  to  him,  repeating  her  own  animadversion  that  had 
occaaioo'd  it.  He  seem' <i  miuh  delighted^  with  this  intelligence, 
and  sometime  after,  as  he  was  lying  back  in  his  Chair,  seeming 
to  be  half  asleep,  but  more  evidently  musing  on  this  pleasing 
incident,  he  repeated  in  a  loud  whisper, '  Oh  !  Dear  good  man  t ' 
This  was  a  common  habit  of  his,  when  anything  ver>'  flattering, 
or  very  extraordinary  ingross'd  his  thoughts,  and  I  rather 
wonder  that  none  of  his  Biographers  have  taken  any  notice 
of  it,  or  of  his  pr^tying  in  the  same  manner ;  at  least  I  do  not 
know  that  they  have  '. 

Nor  has  any  one,  I  believe,  described  his  extraordinary 
gestures  or  anticks  with  his  hands  and  feet,  particularly  when 
passing  over  the  threshold  of  a  Door,  or  rather  before  he  would 
venture  to  pass  through  any  doorway  '.  On  entering  Sir  Joshua's 
house  with  poor  Mrs.  Williams,  a  blind  lady  who  lived  with  him, 
he  would  quit  her  hand,  or  else  whirl  her  about  on  the  steps 
as  be  whirled  and  twisted  about  to  perform  his  nest iculat ions ; 
and  as  soon  as  he  had  finisli'd,  he  would  give  a  sudden  spring, 
and  make  such  an  extensive  stride  over  the  thrc^hoid,  as  if  he 
was  trying  for  a  wager  how  far  he  could  stride,  Mrs.  Williams 
standing  groping  about  outside  the  door,  unless  the  servant  or 
the  mistress  of  the  House  more  commonly  took  hold  of  her 


'  MiuRc>-noI<}sh.-i<l  at  first  wnlien, 
tnsiead  of  the  words  in  iulics:  — 
*  Ne^er  sliall  I  forget  bow  delighted 
be  seemed.' 

*  For  his  habit  of  taUkinK  to  him- 
self sec  ante,  i.  4J9;  il  216. 

>  For  bis  toucltins  the  posts  as  he 
vallted  alof^  see  Lt/e,  i.  4S5  m. 

Lord  Carlisle  recorded  in  his  Diary 

VOX-  H. 


on  Feb.  14,  iS^s :— '  Macatilay  owns 
10  ilie  feeling  Dr.  Johnson  had,  of 
thinking  oneself  bound  samtctmes  to 
iftuch  a  particular  rail  or  post,  and 
(o  tread  always  in  the  middle  of  (he 
paving  stone.  1  ccrt»in!y  have  bad 
this  vcty  strongly.'  Trcvclyan'i 
Afacauiay,  cd.  1877,  iJ.  199. 

hand 
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lund  to  conduct  her  in,  leaving  Dr.  Johnson  to  perform  at  the 
Parlour  Door  much  the  same  exercise  over  again. 

But  the  strange  positions  in  which  he  would  place  lib  feet 
(generally  I  think  before  he  began  his  straddles,  as  if  ncccssiarily 
prcparatorj')  are  scarcely  credible.  Sometimes  he  would  maki 
the  back  part  of  his  heels  to  touch,  sometimes  the  extremity  of 
his  toes,  as  if  endeavouring  to  form  a  triangle,  or  some  ge» 
metrical  figure  ',  and  as  for  his  gestures  with  his  hands,  tbcy 
were  eqtially  as  .strange ;  sometimes  he  would  hold  them  up  with 
some  of  his  fingers  bent,  as  if  he  had  been  seized  with  the  cramf^ 
and  sometimes  at  his  Breast  in  motion  like  those  of  a  jockey  oa 
full  speed;  and  of^en  would  he  lift  them  up  as  high  a£  he  couki 
stretch  over  his  head,  for  some  minutes  But  the  manceirvrt 
that  used  the  most  particularly  to  engage  the  attention  of  the 
company  was  his  stretching  out  his  arm  with  a  full  cup  of  tea  ia 
his  hand,  in  e\'ery  direction,  often  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the 
person  who  sat  next  him,  indeed  to  the  imminent  danger  of  thcjf 
cloaths,  perhaps  of  a  Lady's  Court  dress  ;  sometimes  he  would 
twist  himself  round  with  his  face  close  to  the  back  of  his  chair, 
and  finish  hi.<t  cup  of  ten,  breathing  very  h.-ird,  as  if  aiakii^  i 
laborious  effort  to  accomplish  it. 

What  could  have  induced  him  to  practise  such  extraordinary 
gestures  who  can  divine  I  his  head,  his  hands  and  his  feet  oftea  ia 
motion  at  the  same  lime.  Many  people  have  supposed  that  they 
were  the  natural  effects  of  a  nervous  disorder,  but  had  that  beea 
Ihc  case  he  could  not  have  sat  still  when  he  chose,  which  be 
did',  and  so  still  indeed  when  sitting  for  his  picture,  as  often  to 
have  been  complimented  with  being  a  pattern  for  sjttcis',  oo 


'  In  one  of  licr  manuscripts  Miss 
Reynolds  wrote :  — 

'Sometimes  he  would  with  great 
earnestness  place  his  feet  in  a  par- 
ticular position,  snmctimcs  making 
his  hoels  CD  touch,  sometimes  tiis 
toes,  as  if  he  was  eudcavouriiig  to 
furm  a  irianglc,  at  Icasi  the  two  sides 
of  one,  and  after  having  finish'd  he 
wiiuki  beat  his  si<Ic9,  or  the  skins  of 
his  coAt,  repeatedly  with  hie  builds, 
as  if  for  joy  that  he  had  done  his 


duty,  and  what  was  very  cdn- 
oidinary,  after  he  had  qniited  the 
place,  partiiCatarly  at  the  entnnceof 
a  door,  he  «ould  return  to  tbc  aW 
spot,  evidejiily,  t  thought,  from  ■ 
icrupLe  of  conscience,  and  perfcnB  ii 
all  over  again/ 

■  Ante,  ii.  332. 

'  Reynolds's  portrait  of  JohuoB. 
which  h:id  belonged  to  Boswdl,  ol 
a/tviwards  to  hi*  son  James,  i^ 
sold  oa  June  5,  1S35, 10  Mr.  Gn>ti> 

sli{^ 
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slight  proof  of  his  complaisance  or  his  good-nature.  I  remember 
a  lady  told  him  he  sat  like  Patience  on  a  monument  smiling  at 
grief,  which  made  him  laugh  heartily  at  the  ridiculous  coinci- 
dence of  the  idea  with  his  irksome  situation ;  for  irksome  it 
doubtless  was  to  him,  restraining  himself  as  he  did,  even  from 
bis  common  a.nd  most  habitual  motion  of  seesawing,  the  more 
di/ficult  for  him  to  effect  because  the  most  habitual- 
It  «-as  not  only  at  the  entrance  of  a  Door  that  he  exhibited 
his  gtgantick  straddles  but  oflcn  in  the  middle  of  a  Room,  as  if 
tiying  to  make  the  floor  to  shake;  and  often  in  the  street,  even 
with  company,  who  would  walk  on  at  a  little  distance  till  he  had 
finished  his  ludicrous  beat,  for  fear  of  being  surrounded  with  a 
mob ;  and  then  he  would  hasten  to  join  them,  with  an  air  of 
great  satisfaction,  seeming  totally  unconscious  of  having  com- 
mitcd  [jk]  any  impropriety. 

I  remember  to  have  heard  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  relate,  that 
being  with  Dr.  Johnson  at  Dorchester  on  their  way  to  Devonshire. 
they  went  to  see  Corfe  Castle.  1  believe  that  neither  of  them 
wa£  sufficiently  known  to  Mr.  Banks  to  introduce  themselves  as 
visitors  to  him ;  however  that  might  be,  he  shewed  them  great 
civility,  politely  attending  them  through  the  apartments,  &c.,  in 
the  finest  of  which  Dr.  Johnson  began  to  exhibit  his  Anticks, 
stretching  out  his  legs  alternately  as  far  as  he  could  possibly 
stretch  ;  at  the  same  time  pressing  his  foot  on  the  floor  as  heavily 
as  he  could  possibly  press,  as  ifendeavouring  to  smooth  the  carpet, 
or  rather  perhaps  to  rumple  it,  and  every  now  and  then  collect- 
ing all  his  force,  apparently  to  effect  a  concussion  of  the  floor. 
Mr.  Banks,  regarding  him  for  some  time  with  silent  astonishment, 
at  last  said, '  Dr.  Johnson,  I  believe  the  floor  is  very  firm  ; '  which 
immediately  made  him  desist,  probably  without  making  any 
reply".  It  would  have  been  difficult  indeed  to  frame  an  apology 
for  such  ridiculous  manoeuvres. 

It  was  amazing,  so  dim-sighted  as  Dr  Johnson  was,  how  very 
observant  he  was  of  appearances  in  Dress,  in  behaviour,  and 
even  of  the  servants,  how  they  waited  at  table,  &c. ;  the  more 

B   bop-merchant  of  Southwnrk,  for  *  Twelfth   Nighi,  Act  it.  Sc  4. 

^^76.    I  jr.     Otnfkman's  Ma£tt:iKt,      I.  117. 

1S35,  i6o7.  •  Ufi,\.  145. 

T  3  particularly 
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particularly,  so  stemittg  as  hf  did  to  bf  stotu-blind  /o  his  own ' 
One  day  as  his  man  Frank  was  u-aiting  at  Sir  Joshua's  tabic,  \ 
he  observed  with  some  emotion  that  he  had  the  salver  under  his 
arm.    Nor  would  the  behaviour  of  the  company  on  some  occa-j 
sions  escape  his  animadversions;  particularly  for  their  pcrvcrsioii' 
of  the  idea  of  refinement  in  the  use  of  a  water-glass,  a  vety 
sfrange  perversion  indeed  he  thought  it,  as  some  people  use  it. 
He  had  also  a  great  dt<ilike  to  the  use  of  a  pocket-handkerchief 
at  meals,  when,  if  he  wanted  one,  I  have  seen  him  rise  from  hii 
Chair,  and    go  at   some  distance  with   his   back    tou-ards  the 
company,  performing  the  operation  as  silently  as  possible. 

Dr.  Johnson's  sight  was  so  very  defective  that  he  could  scarcely 
distinguish  the  Face  of  his  most  intimate  acquaintance  at  a  half 
yard's  distance  from  him,  and,  in  general,  it  was  obscr\'able  that 
his  critical  remarks  on  dress,  &c.  were  the  result  of  a  very  close 
inspection  of  the  object ' ;  partly,  perhaps,  excited  by  curiosity, 
and  partly  from  a  desire  of  exacting  adminitioa  of  his  perspicacity, 
of  which  it  was  remarkable  he  was  not  a  little  ambitious. 

That  Dr.  Johnson  possessed  the  essential  principles  of  polite- 
ness and  of  good  taste,  which  I  suppose  are  the  same,  at  least 
concomitant,  none  who  knew  his  virtues  and  his  genius  will,  I 
imagine,  be  inclined  to  dispute*.  But  why  they  remained  with 
him,  like  gold  in  the  ore,  unfashioned  and  unseen,  except  in  his 
literary  capacity,  no  person  that  I  know  of  has  made  any  enquiry, 
tho'  in  general  it  has  been  spoken  of  as  an  unaccount.ible  incoQ* 
sistency  in  his  character.  But  a  little  reflection  on  the  dis- 
qualifying influence  of  blindness  and  deafness  would  suggest 
many  apologies  for  Dr.  Johnson's  want  of  politeness.  The 
particular  instance  I  have  just  mentioned,  of  his  inability  to 
discriminate  the  features  of  any  one's  face,  deserves  perhaps  inoft 


I 


'  The  woTds  icallcited  have  been 
scored  thri>ugh. 

■  AnU,  i.  337. 

'  Politeness  he  one  day  defined  as 
'ficiiljous  benevulencc*  Li/e,v.^2. 
.See  <i«/*,  i.  169.  Swift  looked  upon 
gijod  manners  as  'a  sort  of  BrLi6cial 
goad  sense'  Tlu  Taller,  No.  30. 
•Whoever,"    be    said,    '  makes    the 


fewest  persons  uneasy  tt  the  bei 
bred  in  the  company.'  Sv'A'iWtfb, 
ed.  [803,  xw.  i£a.  '  Court*,"  li«  uii 
'  are  the  worst  of  all  achool*  to  tod 
good  manners.'  lb.  p,  189.  '^ 
Court  is  the  best  school  for  nueoM- 
Cbcsterficid's  Letltn  ta  im  (TmIM 
p.  393. 


than  Any  other  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  wanting,  as  he 
did,  the  aid  of  those  intelligent  signs,  or  insinuations,  which  the 
countenance  displays  in  social  converse ;  and  which,  in  theJr 
slightest  degree,  influence  and  regulate  the  manners  of  the  poUtc, 
even  of  the  common  observer. 

And  to  his  defective  hearing,  perhaps,  his  unaccommodating 
manners  may  be  equally  ascribed,  which  not  only  precluded  him 
from  the  perception  of  tbc  expressive  tones  of  the  voice  of  others, 
but  from  hearing  the  boisterous  sound  of  his  own. 

Under  such  disadvantages,  it  was  not  much  to  be  wondcr'd  at 
that  Dr.  Johnson  should  have  commited  [sic]  many  blunders  and 
absurdities,  and  excited  surprise  and  resentment  in  company ; 
one  in  particular  I  remember  to  have  heard  related  of  him  many 
ycajs  since.  Being  in  company  with  Mr,  Garrick  and  some 
others,  who  were  unknown  to  Dr.  Johnson,  he  was  saying  some- 
thing  tending  to  the  disparagement  of  the  character  or  of  the 
works  of  a  gentleman  present — I  have  forgot  the  particulars;  on 
which  Mr.  Garrick  touched  his  foot  under  the  table  ;  but  he  still 
went  on,  and  Garrick,  much  alarmed,  touched  him  a  second  time, 
and,  I  believe,  the  third ;  at  last  Johnson  exclaimed,  '  David, 
I>avid,  is  it  you?  What  makes  you  tread  on  my  toes  so?' 
This  little  anecdote,  perhaps,  indicates  as  much  the  want  of 
prudence  in  Dr.  Johnson  as  the  want  of  sight.  But  had  he  at 
first  seen  Gairick's  expressive  countenance",  and  (probably)  the 
embarrassment  of  the  rest  of  the  company  or  the  occasion,  it 
doubtless  would  not  have  happen 'd. 

Dr.  Johnson  was  very  ambitious  of  excelling  in  common 
acquirements,  as  well  as  the  uncommon,  and  particularly  in  feats 
of  activity*.  One  day,  as  be  was  walking  in  Gunisbury  Park  (or 
Paddock) '  with  some  gentlemen  and  ladies,  who  were  admirij^ 
the  extraordinarj*  size  of  some  of  the  trees,  one  of  the  gentlemen 
said  that,  when  he  was  a  boy,  he  made  nothing  of  climbing 


•  See  <ww^,  i-  457,  where  Murphy 
■rncj  of  Johnson's  slighting  Gar- 
iklc :— '  The  faa  was,  Johnson  could 
not  w<  the  passions  as  they  lose  and 
ehajcd  one  another  in  (he  vancd 
!^Aturcs  of  that  expressive  face.' 


'  See  rmU,  i.  2S4,  for  his  swimming  ; 
/.i/e,  i.  477,  n.  1,  for  his  rolling  down 
a  hill ;  and  ii.  399,  for  bis  courage 
and  strength. 

'  Perhaps  the  grouads  of  Cunncrs- 
bury  House. 

(swarming 
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I  think. 


swarming",  1  think,  was  the  phrase)  the  largest  there.  'Why, 
I  can  nvarm  it  now.'  replied  Dr.  Johnson,  which  excited  a  hearty 
lai^h — (he  was  then,  I  believe,  between  fifty  and  sixty) ;  oa  fl 
which  he  ran  to  the  tree,  ctung  round  the  trunk,  and  ascended  to 
the  branches,  and,  I  believe,  would  have  gone  in  amongst  them, 
bad  he  not  been  very  earnestly  entreated  to  descend  ;  and  do«-n 
he  came  with  a  triumphant  air,  seeming  (o  tnake  nothing  of  it.      J 

At  another  time,  at  a  gentleman's  scat  in  Devonshire,  as  he  * 
and  some  company  were  sitting  in  a  saloon,  before  which  was 
a  spacious  lawn,  it  was  remarked  as  a  very  proper  place  for 
running  a  Race.  A  young  lady  present  boasted  that  she  cookl 
outrun  any  person  i  on  which  Dr.  John.oon  rose  up  and  laJdi 
'  Madam,  you  cannot  outrun  me  ; '  and,  going  out  on  the  Lawn, 
thcystartcd.  The  lady  at  first  had  the  advantage;  butDr.  John- 
son happening  to  have  slippers  on  much  too  small  for  his  feet, 
kick'd  them  ofT  up  into  the  air,  and  ran  a  great  Ict^h  witboat 
them,  leaving  the  lady  far  behind  him,  xnd,  having  won  the 
victory,  he  returned,  leading  Her  by  the  hand,  with  looks  of 
high  cxultatiun  and  delight '. 

It  was  at  this  place  where  the  lady  of  the  HoiLse  before  a  largt 
company  at  Dinner  addressed  herself  to  him  with  a  very  audible 
voice, '  Pray,  Dr.  Johnson,  what  made  you  say  in  your  Dictionuy 
that  the  Pastern  of  a  Horse  was  the  knee  of  an  \sic\  Horse'?' 
'  Ignorance,  madam,  ignorance,'  answered  Johnson.  And  I  wu 
told  that  at  another  time  at  the  same  table,  when  the  lady  w» 
pressing  him  to  cat  something",  he  rase  up  with  his  knife  in  to 
band,  and  loudly  cxclaim'd,  '  I  vow  to  God  I  cannot  eat  2  kl 
more,'  to  the  great  terror,  it  was  said,  of  all  the  company.  I  did 
not  doubt  of  the  gentleman's  veracity  who  related  thu.  Bit 
I  was  rather  surprised  at  this  expression  from  Johnson  ;  foron'tf 


'  Swarmingf  \\\  \\\v.  sense,  is  not 
in  John»on's  Dictionary.  Mits  Kcy- 
notdainoncof  her  manuscripts  writes 

•  From  Paris  he  wrote :— '  I  ran 
a  race  in  the  rain  this  day,  and  beat 
Barctti.*  Life.  ii.  386.  See  Utters, 
ii.363, «.  l.fortiisrace  with  hii  friend 
Payne. 

*  AMt4,  i.  i8z  I*. ;  Ufit  i.  393,  37S. 


This  blunder  is  the  stntij^  « i" 
llailey'3  Uiclitmary^  which  be  W 
before  him  when  writing  bb  tm 
puttrn  is  correctly  detiiwd. 

'  Uoswell  records  in  hiJ  Tiw^ 
'I  mu^t  take  some  merit  bno^ 
contxivins  that  he  shall  aoi  be  tiA 
twice  10  cat  or  drink  suiytbavf'^ 
always  disgusts  him).'    lift,'*'' 
Hix  ante,  ii.  ij!4  a. 

dio 
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did  I  know  any  person  so  cauttous  in  mentioning'  that  awful 
name  on  common  occasion.'^,  and  I  have  often  heard  him  rebuke 
those  who  have  unawares  inter)  uctionaly  \sie\  made  use  of  it '. 

It  was  about  this  time  when  a  lady  was  traveling  {sic]  with 
him  in  a  po3t-chaisc  near  a  viljagc  Churcliyard ',  in  which  she 
had  seen  a  very  stricking  [j/c]  object  of  maternal  affection,  a  little 
verdcnt  [sic]  flowcry  monument,  raised  by  the  Widow'd  Mother 
over  the  grave  of  her  only  child,  and  had  beard  some  melancholy 
circumstances  concerning  them,  and  as  she  was  relating  them  to 
Dr.  Johnson,  she  heard  him  make  heavy  sighs,  indeed  sobs,  and 
turning  round  she  saw  his  Dear  Face  bathed  in  tears,  an  incident 
which  induced  the  Lady  to  describe  them  in  a  little  poem  intitled 
[sic"]  A  tnetanchoiy^  Tale,  founded  upon  true  circumstances *. 


'  At^t^  it  18  n.,  45  n. 

•  Wear  in  Deavonahire  (wV),  rear 
Tonington.     Miss  Revmolii3. 

John*on  went  in  Devonshire  in 
1763,  und  «peni  two  day*  ut  Torring- 
lon,  with  Reynolds'^  brothcrs-iti- 
laWf  Palmer  and  Johnitun.  Miss 
Rcynoidt,  who  saw  hiiii  ihrrc,  was 
BO  doubt  the  lady.  'I'aylor*^  Biy- 
mcidt,  ii.  315,  217;  UJe,  i.  377. 
'  Mr.  Palmer's  botuc  is  in  its  arrange- 
menis  liille  altered  since  Dr.  John- 
MO  dined  in  it  in  1763.'  Murmy's 
Hanti^ek  to  Dtvim,  c<i.  1S7S,  p.  a6o, 

'  Atelait.koly  is  scored  through  in 
ihe  original. 

*  In  one  of  her  manuscripts,  after 
'batbcd  i»  tears/  Miss  Keyndds 
■dded :  - '  A  C'rcumaiancc  he  had 
probotjy  long  forgoticn.  when  he 
wrote  at  the  end  or  Ihe  tnannscri|it 
Poem  wilb  bis  correcting  pen  in  red 
ndt,  1  kuow  not  wieit  I  have  ban  so 


atUih  affected.  Dr.  Johnson  lionouKd 
two  more  poems  hy  the  \xtat  Author 
with  his  currecttuns  and  inserted 
them  in  Mrs.  Williams's  collection  of 
poems,  wiihoat  knowing  who  waj 
the  Author  liU  many  years  after.  In 
the  aarnc  Book  is  a  mijsl  bcAuliful 
little  composition  of  his  own,  it  F&iry 
tale,  vrliich  I  think  shews  the  most 
fttniable  rtcw  of  Dr.  Johnson's  mind 
of  <iny  of  his  works,'   Sec  IJfc,  li.  a6. 

He  wrote  to  her  on  June  16, 
1780 :—'  Do  not,  my  love,  bum  your 
papers-  I  have  mendcil  little  but 
some  bad  rhymes.  I  thought  them 
very  pretty,  and  was  much  moved  in 
reading  ihcm.'     Letters,  \i.  iSo. 

In  Lady  Colomb's  collection  is  a 
copy  of  her  verses  mended  by  John- 
sotL,  Thefollowing  extract  shows  the 
badness  of  her  rhymes  :ind  the  nature 
of  his  con-ections.  These  last,  in 
italics,  were  written  above  the  original. 


*Aa  late  disconsolate  in  pensive  loood 
1  sst  revolving  life's  vicissitude 
Oft  sigb'd  to  think  how  youth  had  pasi'd  away. 
And  saw  with  sorrow  Hope's  diminish 'd  ray, 
i'uvi'd  tkt  dark  sitm  wilfi  milanthofy  ptte 
In  prospect  view  the  dismal  scene  to  come 
StMtU  f-'ali  19  hiipUs!  agt  pr6'.ang  my  Days 
Of  gloomy  age  should  Fate  my  Days  prolong. 


Tho" 
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Tho'  it  cannot  be  said  that  Dr.  Johnson  was  '  id  manners 
gentle,'  yet  it  justly  can,  that  he  was  'in  affections  mild  ','  bene- 
volent and  Compassionate,  and  to  this  singularity  of  character, 
inverting  the  common  forms  of  civilized  society,  may  I  believe 
be  ascribed  in  a  great  measure  his  extraordinary  cclcbrityt 
sublimated,  as  one  may  say,  mth  terror  and  with  love. 

But  indeed  it  is  worthy  of  consideration  whether  the?e,  or  any 
of  Ur.  Johnson's  singularities,  would  have  excited  such  admira- 
tion, had  they  not  been  associated  with  the  idea  of  his  moral 
and  religious  character  ;  hence,  most  undoubtedly,  that  univenaJ 
homage  of  respect  and  veneration  that  has  been  paid  to  ha 
memory. 

Much  may  be  said  in  excuse  for  Dr.  Johnson's  asperity  of 
manners  at  times,  being,  1  believe,  the  natural  effect*  of  those 
inherent  melancholy  infirmities,  both  mental  and  corporeal,  to 
which  he  was  subject  Very  rarely  1  believe — ^perhaps  nevei^ 
■was  he  intentionally  asperous,  unless  provolted  by  somcthlof 
said  or  done  that  secm'd  detrimental  to  the  cause  of  relipoo  or 
morality,  even  in  the  slightest  degree*.  Tho'  indeed  it  must  be 
confessed  that  in  his  zealous  ardour  to  defend  the  former  he  loo 
often  trespassed  on  the  borders  of  the  latter. 

in  (he  midJU  may 
Vet  whilst  1  lin^r  on  the  doubtful  steep 
h'Arrre  life's,  high  vigeur  tvrjr/  tv  tktay 
Where  youth  acditiing  seems  wiih  a^e  to  meet 
Smrt  Nalmrt  oili,  /  trjfd,  by  wond'rout  Laws 
Nature  to  her  own  Laws  appears  avene. 
She  ytt  aU  )u>f*  mitkimm 

Still  prompts  resistance  where  there's  no  redress; 

7'ht  tfringing  graii,  ihe  tinnlating  cir. 

ChcAfs  every  bcnsc  ilie  common  air  t  breathe 

to  fraiit  oMd  fnytr. 
Each  common  bnunly  prompts  to  pmyer  and  prdse,' 


arc  not  much  less  ihxn  those  a  < 
whole  poem  of  about  170  tloo. 


J  ohnson  seems  to  have  soon  grovm 
wciiry  of  corrcaing  ;  at  all  events 
the  correciions  in  the  first  few  lines 

'  '  Of  manners  ^ntlc.  of  iifTecitOns  mild, 
In  wit  a  mail ;  simpliciiy  a  dtitd. 

I'opc.  Epitaph  OH  Gtif- 
■'Obscenity    and    impiety    (said      in  my  company.'    Li/e,\\.V<^ 
Johnson)  have  always  been  repressed      antt,  ii.  334. 
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But  what  I  believe  chiefly  conduced  to  fix  that  general  stigma 
on  his  character  for  ill-breeding  was  his  natural!)'  loud  and  im- 
perious tone  of  voice ',  which  apparently  heightened  his  slightest 
dissenting  opinion  to  a  degree  of  harsh  reproof,  and,  with  his 
corresponding  Aspect,  had  in  general  an  intimidating  influence 
on  those  who  were  not  much  acquainted  with  him,  and  often 
excited  a  d^ree  of  resentment,  which  his  words  in  their  common 
acceptation  had  no  tendency  to  provoke.  I  have  often  on  those 
occasions  heard  htin  express  great  surprise  that  what  he  had 
said  could  have  given  any  offence',  but  rarely,  I  believe,  any 
sorrow  *,  being  conscious  of  the  rectitude  of  his  intentions,  which 
to  preserve  sccm'd  his  chief  concern,  the  chief  object  of  his 
meditations,  in  which  not  unfrcqucntly  he  seem'd  absorbed  even 
when  in  company. 

It  was  doubtless  very  natural  for  so  good  a  man  to  keep 
a  strict  watch  over  his  mind  * ;  but  so  very  strict  as  Dr.  Johnson 
apparently  did  may  perhaps  in  some  measure  be  attributed  to 
his  dread  of  its  hereditary  tendencies,  which,  I  had  reason  to 
believe,  he  was  very  apprehensive  bordered  upon  insanity'. 
Probably  his  studious  attention  to  repel  their  prevalency,  together 
with  his  experience  of  divine  assistance,  co-operating  with  his 
reasoning  faculties,  may  have  proved  in  the  highest  degree 
conducive  to  the  exaltation  of  his  piety,  the  pre-emincncy  of  his 
wisdom ;  and  1  think  it  is  probable  that  all  his  natural  defects 
whicl)  so  peculiarly  debard  [nr]  him  from  unprofitable  amuse- 
ments were  also  conducive  to  the  same  end  ^ 


'  Anif,  \.  4;i. 

'  '  After  musing  for  some  time,  he 
Si>)d, "  I  wonder  turn-  I  should  )uvc 
any  enemies;  for  I  do  harm  to  no- 
body."'    Life,  iv.  168. 

WhcD  he  was  ill  of  the  palsy,  he 

*TO[e  to  Mrs.  Thrale  :— 'I  have  in 

tbis  tlill  scene  of  life  great  comfort 

in  rcdcctiaK  that  I  have  ifiven  very 

lew    rcuoQ    10    bate    me.     I    hope 

lOTCely  any   man  has   known   me 

dos^ly  bot  (or  his  bcnclit,  orc«r»orily 

(Hji    to   his  innocent  entenainmeni.' 

Uuert,    it.  314,     Sec   also  IJfs.  iv. 

lUi,   where  he  says  that  be  knows 


'no  such  wcak-ncn-ed  people 'as  to 
he  hurt  by  being  contradicted  roughly 
:in(l  harshly  ;  and  iv.  295. 

'  For  his  readiness  to  seek  a  re- 
conciliation, sec  ante,  \\.  3:3. 

'  SccnW^,  ii.  335,  where  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds  also  mentions  '  the  stilct 
watch  Johnson  kept  over  himself.' 

'  And,  i.  409. 

•  In  another  version  of  the  Recel- 
lictioHS  Miss  Reynolds  writes ! — 
'  Being  50  peculiarly  debarred  from 
theenjaymcnl  of  those  amusements 
whicli  thp  eye  and  Ihe  ear  afford, 
doubtless  besought  more assidunusly 

That 


J 
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That  Dr.  Johnson's  mind  was  preserved  from  insanity  by 
his  Devotiuiul  aspirations  may  surely  be  rcaM>nabIy  supposed. 
No  man  could  have  a  lirmer  reliance  on  the  efficacy  of  Fraycfi 
and  he  would  often  with  a  solemn  earnestness  beg  of  his  intimatt 
friends  to  pray  for  him,  and  apparently  on  very  slight  occasion 
of  corporea.1  indisposition. 

But  that  he  should  have  desired  one  prayer  from  Dr.  Dodd, 
who  was  such  an  atrocious  offender,  has  I  know  been  very  much 
condemn'd,  as  highly  injurious  to  hU  character,  not  considering 
perhaps  that  Dr.  Johnson  might  have  had  sufficient  reason  to 
believe  Dodd  to  be  a  .sincere  Penitent,  which  indeed  was  the 
case ' ;  besides  his  mind  was  so  softcn'd  with  pitty  \sic\  aod 


for  thoH  gratifications  whicbsdeniific 
pitrsuils  or  philosophic  mediiation  be- 
stow.' 5oaicw'bat  ihc  moie  thought 
ia  cxprciMrd  by  haron  Grimm:— 
'  Jene  sjurais  m'empicher  d'avimcer, 
en  passant,  un  para<lox«  <iiii  m^rJte 
cepcndanl  it'ctpc  ipprofondi ;  c'cat 
que  duns  I'^iut  oii  sonl  Ics  chtKics,  et 
I'esprit  dc.swcJ^ttf  ^louRanc  continu- 
ellemenl  en  nout  le  g^nie,  ricn  n'cst 
M  favorable  iisB  conservation  que  dcs 
sens  pcu  parfaiis.  Ainsi,  U  vuc  cx- 
Irtmcmcnl  basse  vous  empichera  de 
remarqtier  millc  pctites  maniircs, 
millc  mioutics,  ci  vous  nc  pourm 
januiis  avoircnvicdele&iRiiter,  pans 
que  vous  ne  les  autez  jamais  apei^ues. 
Ainsi,  voire  oreillc  peu  fine  vous  em- 
ptchcra  dc  distingucr  la  diiTt^rencc 
dcs  tons,  ct  vous  neru  garxnti  il«  U 
manie  de  votii  y  exercer,  p.irce  que 
vous  ne  Ics  aar«)  pas  mentis.  C'c^t 
ainsi  que  voire  g^nieconcoiinf  en  lui- 
mtme  au  niilieu  de  U  soct^t^  con- 
tervera  so  force  et  sa  sQret^,  et  sera 
^  I'abri  des  ditngers  qui  I'entouient.' 
Corresfiotuiame  de  Grimm,  cd.  1814. 
i.  187. 

'  '  Atrocious '  is  an  absurd  term  to 
apply  to  Dodd.  Jghnsun  in  his  last 
Icncr  to  liim  said ; — '  Be  comforted ; 
your  crime,  inorajly  or  religiously 
considered,  has  no  very  deep  dye  of 


tuipitude.  It  corrupted  no  man's 
principles ;  it  attacked  IM  nun's  liic. 
It  involved  oaly  a  temporuy  ud 
reparable  injury. ...  la  requital  o( 
those  well-intended  offices  wbicb  ywi 
are  pleased  so  cmphatiisUly  to  tc> 
koowleditc  Ivt  me  b<g  tliat  you  make 
in  your  devotions  one  petiiiMiforniy 
eiettiiil  weltire.'    U/f,  \V\.  147. 

Wesley,  who  visited  Uodd  inprisn 
two  days  before  his  execution,  said:— 
'  Such  a  prisoner  I  scarce  ever  «*■ 
before ;  much  less  such  a  coodeawd 
malefactor.  I  should  ihinic  MM 
could  converse  with  bim  wiilwai  k- 
knowledging  that  Cod  is  with  hioL' 
VfQsity'sJmmal,  cd.  183?,  i.  378. 

Dodd  had  forged  the  aii;nature  d 
hislutc  pupil,  the  dfih  Earl  (NTCbestcr- 
field,  to  a  bond  for  .£4,300. '  Aatieiing 
himself  with  hopes  that  he  migfet  b* 
able  to  repay  its  umount  widMtf 
being  dciecicd.'     Ufr,  iii.  14a 

Five  years  earlier  be  had  putrlblMd 
a  scrmua  'intended  to  have  ben 
preached  in  the  Chapel* Royal  al 
St.  jAine»'»,'  on  '  the  Frequcoey  d 
Capital  Punishments  incooslsti 
with  justice,  sound  Policy  aad  Kc- 

ligioa.'    (Jm4J€mat^fJHag^iUt\TT*> 
p.  1B3. 

In  the  Index  to  the  first  56  volmHt 

of  the  Gtnliemaiit  Uagaaun  wAa 

compassioa 
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com|>assion  for  him,  so  irap^c^5'd  with  the  awful  idea  of  his 
situation,  the  last  evening  of  his  life,  he  probably  did  not 
think  of  his  former  transgressions,  or  thought,  perhaps,  that 
be  ought  not  to  remember  them,  when  the  offender  was  so 
soon  to  appear  before  the  Supreme  Judge  of  Heaven  and 
Karth. 

Dr.  Johnson  gave  me  a  copy  of  this  letter,  I  believe  the  Day 
after  Dodd's  execution,  and  also  of  that  which  he  wrote  to 
Mr.  Jcnkinson  (now  the  Earl  of  Liverpool)  in  Dodd's  behalf, 
which,  tho'  they  have  already  appcar'd  tn  Print,  1  am  tempted 
to  insert  Ihcm,  as  they  seem  to  have  a  slight  connexion  with 
some  particulars  which  Dr.  Johnson  related  to  me  at  the  same 
time,  concerning  Dodd's  behaviour,  which  [  belic\'c  are  not 
much  known.  [For  the  letter  to  Jenkinson  see  Life,  iii.  145, 
and  to  Dodd,  ib.  iii.  [47.] 

Dr.  Johnson  wrote  his  speech  at  his  Trj'al  [j/V],  at  least  the 
best  part  of  it,  and  also  that  which  he  spoke  at  the  Place  of 
execution ',  with  the  alteration  but  of  one  word.  It  wa.s 
originally.  '  My  life  has  been  most  dreadfully  Hypccritical^ 
which  Dodd  objected  to,  and  allcr'd  it  for  dreadfully  errcnwus' 

Dr.  Johnson  told  me  that  on  Dodd's  reading  the  letter  he 
sent  to  him  the  evening  before  his  execution,  he  gave  it  into 
the  hands  of  his  wife,  with  a  strong  injunction  never  to  part 


Exttntiom  is  entered, '  Sec  Dumeitic 
Oecumttcti  itt  Iht  fttd  o/lkt  M>mth.' 
WraxalJ  met  Dodd  ai  a  dinner  at 
the  Mcssn.  Dilly  in  Nov.  1776,  He 
desmbes  him  as  'a  plausible,  agrec- 
ftble  nun,  lively,  entcrUinins,  well- 
informed  iind  eomniunicdiivc  in  con- 
vention. .  .  .  The  King  felt  the 

Krongdt  impuke  to  »ve  htm To 

the  fijioncss  of  the  Lord  Chief  Jostlce 
(Mansfield)  his  rxccuiion  was  due, 
lor  no  sooner  had  he  pronounced  Kis 
dedded  opinion  thai  no  mercy  ought 
to  be  emended,  than  the  King,  Caking 
up  the  pen,  ilgned  the  death  warrant. 
.  .  ■  During  a  pcliin){  shower  of  rain 
he  wu  tuined  off  at  Tyburn.  .  .  . 


Lord  ChesCeriield  never  allo^eiher 
surmounted  the  unfavourable  im- 
pression produced  by  the  pn^niinent 
share  which  he  took  in  Dodd's  jjrose- 
cotion,"  Wheatley's  Wrarail's  Mt* 
moirs,  \v.  J4tJ. 

'  Dodd  did  not  uttci  this  speech, 
but  !eft  it  with  the  sheriff.    Lift,  iii. 

'43- 

•  Dodd  objecting  to  kypvcrttual 
said :— '  With  (his  he  could  not  charge 
himself."  /*.  He  kept  up  his  self- 
deception  to  the  end.  As  Johnson 
said  of  him ;— '  A  man  who  has  been 
canting  all  his  life  may  cant  10  the 
last'    J6.  iii.  370. 

with 
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with  it ;  that  he  had  slept  during  the  Night,  and  when  he  awoke 
in  the  morning,  he  did  not  immediately  recollect  what  he  w25 
to  suffer,  and  the  moment  that  he  did,  he  express'd  the  utmost 
horror  and  agony  of  mind — outrageously  vehement  in  his  speech 
and  in  bis  looks — till  he  went  into  the  Chapel,  and  on  bis 
coming  out  of  it  his  (ace  expre^^s'd  the  most  angelic  peace  and 
composure- 

Dr.  Johnson  also  told  me  that  Dodd  probably  cotcrtaio'd 
some  hopes  of  life  even  to  the  last  moment ',  having  been  flattcrd 
by  some  of  hfii  medical  friends  that  there  was  a  chance  of 
sitspending  \\s  total  extinction  till  he  was  cut  down,  by  ptacii^ 
the  knot  of  the  rope  in  a  particular  manner  behind  his  ear. 
That  then  he  was  to  be  carried  to  a  convenient  Place,  where 
they  would  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  recover  him.  All  this 
was  done.  The  hangman  observed  their  injunctioos  in  ^ii^ 
the  rope,  and  as  the  cart  drew  off,  said  in  Dodd's  ear,  you 
must  not  move  an  inch '  I  But  he  struggled, — Being  carried 
to  the  place  appointed,  his  friends  endeavoured  to  restore 
him  by  bathing  hts  Breast  with  warm  water,  which  Dr.  John- 

Kfi  said  was  not  so  likely  to  have  that  effect  as  cold  water. 

njiat  a  man  wander'd  round  the  Priaon  some  Days  before  bin 
execution,  with  bank  notes  in  his  Pocket  to  the  amount  of 
a  thousand  pounds,  to  bribe  the  jailor  to  let  him  escape. 

I  have  been  induced  to  mention  all  these  particulars  from 
a  supposition  (as  I  observed  bcforcj  that  they  are  but  little 
known,  having  never  heard  any  person  speak  of  them  (excepting 
that  of  the  Bank  notes)  besides  Dr.  Johnson,  who  had  hi* 
intelligence    from    the    best   authority,  immediately  after  Ibe 


'  '  Dr.  Johnson  told  us  that  Dodd's 
dly  friends  siotid  by  him  so,  ihac 
a  thousjind  pounds  were  ready  to  be 
given  irt  the  gaoler  if  he  would,  let 
him  escape'  Li/e,  iii.  166.  See  ii>. 
n.  3  for  ihe  convict  who  'could  not 
hnil  that  any  une  who  h^il  two 
hundred  |>ounds  was  ever  ltang<^d.' 

'  la  thz  Gen//tman's  Afagasineiot 
1736,  p.  S49,  it  is  reported  [hat  iwo 
house-breakers    han^jcd    at    Uristol, 


'  when  cut  down  and  put  in  roflbe 
Ciimc  both  to  life;  one  though  he 
had  been  blooded  died  about  clem 
at  night ;  the  o4h«r,<:ontiauingalnct 
was  put  in  Bridewell,  where  iptM 
numbers  of  people  resorted  to  ae 
him.  Having  been  always  detecttrt 
in  his  intellects  he  wu  not  to  bt 
bitnged,  but  to  be  taken  care  ct  is 
a  Charity  House.' 
See  abo  an/^,  ii.  14^  m. 
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execution.  He  had  no  personal  acquatotaiice  with  Dodd.  I 
believe  he  never  was  in  bis  company '. 

No  man,  I  believe,  was  ever  more  desirous  of  doing  good 
than  Dr.  Johnson,  whether  propefd  \sie\  by  Nature  or  by 
Reason ;  by  both  1  should  have  thought,  had  I  not  so  often 
heard  him  say,  That  'Man's  chief  merit  consists  in  resisting 
the  imputes  of  his  nature,"  Not  what  may  be  call'd  his  second 
Nature,  evil  habits,  &c.,  but  his  Nature  originally  corrupted  from 
the  fall.  'Nay,  nay,'  he  would  say  (to  a  person  who  thought 
th.1t  Nature,  Reason,  and  Virtue  were  indivisable  [jjV]  in  the 
mind  of  man.  as  inherent  characteristic  principles  1  'if  man  i$ 
by  nature  prompted  to  act  virtuously  and  right,  all  the  divine 
precepts  of  the  Gospel,  all  its  denunciations,  all  the  laws  enacted 
by  man  to  restrain  man  from  evil  had  been  needless'.' 

It  is  certain  that  he  was  rather  apt  to  doubt  the  sincerity 
of  tho.se  who  exprcs.Vd  much  pity  and  compassion  for  the 
distresses  of  others  ^  How  strange  in  Him,  who  'had  a  tear 
for  Pity  And  a  Hand,  open  as  Day  for  melting  Charity*.' 

And  it  has  been  thought  almost  equally  as  strange  that  he 
should  have  had  no  taste  for  music'  or  for  I'aintinji;  but  being 
so  precluded  a^  he  was  (I  believe  even  from  his  infaucyj  from 


■  He  had  b«en  once.  Ufe^m.x^ 
'  *  Whatever  (said  Joliaton)  is  th« 
cause  of  human  comiplion,  men  arc 
evidently  and  confessedly  so  corrupt, 
tliat  all  the  laws  of  heaven  and  carlh 
are  in»uf!icicnl  to  restrain  them  from 
crimes.'    /6.  iv.  133. 

*  '  Talking  of  otir  feeling  for  the 
distresses  of  others  :  — Johnson. 
"Why,  Sir,  there  is  much  noise 
made  about  it,  but  it  is  };n:atiy  ex- 
aggerated. No.Sir,we  haveaccrtain 
degree  of  feeling  to  prompt  us  to  do 
good;  more  iban  that  I'r^jxidcnce 
docs  not  iolcDd.  It  would  be  misery 
to  no  puipose." . . .  Boswell.  "'  1  have 
often  bUroed  myself,  Sir.  for  not  feel- 
inj;  for  olbcrs  aa  sensibly  as  nmny  say 
ihey  do."  JouNsuN.  "Sir,  don'l  be 
duped  by  tbcm  any  more  You  will 
find  these  very  feeling  peojvic  are  not 


very  ready  to  do  you  good.  They 
pay  yon  hy  fuiiag."'  /<i.  ii,  94.  See 
also  i6.  ii.  469. 47 1  ;  anU,  x.  205,  36f!. 
*  2  Henry  IV,  Acl  iv.  Sc.  4, 1.  31- 
'  In  one  of  her  manuscripts  Miss 
Rcynoldswrites:^' Music  apparently 
had  &  power  lo  distrust  liim,  par- 
ticularlyin  Churclics,  which,  J  have 
heard  him  say.  almost  tempted  hitn 
lo  go  Dul  of  the  Church.  How  very 
strange  in  so  gni>d  a  man,  so  good 
a  pnct,  and  so  deep  a  philosopher  I ' 
■  Music  (he  said)  excites  in  mjf 
mind  no  ide.is,  and  hioden  me 
from  crmieniplatingmyown.'  Ante, 
ii.  103.  In  his  Stfvrnty-fourth  year, 
he  said,  on  hearing  the  music  of  a 
funeral  procession  :—'Tliis  is  the 
first  time  that  1  have  ever  been 
affected  by  musical  sounds.'  Li/e, 
vr.  33. 

his 
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his  defects  of  sight  and  of  he;iring,  from  receiving  any  grati- 
ficatioQ  from  either  the  one  or  the  other,  he  could  have  had 
no  taste  for  them,  no  acquired  Taste,  at  least  for  painting,  hi* 
sight  being  much  more  defective  than  his  hearing.  A  natural 
good  Taste  he  certainly  posaess'd  for  all  the  5ne  Arts,  and 
from  an  obscn'ation  1  remember  to  have  heard  him  make, 
when  expatiating  in  praise  of  Dr.  Burncy's  history  of  music— 
'  That  that  work  evidently  proved  that  the  Author  of  it  imder- 
stood  the  Philosophy  of  music  better  than  any  man  who  had 
ever  written  on  that  subject,'  it  must  be  supposed  that  he  had 
felt  its  power,  and  that  he  had  a  taste  for  music'. 

Il  is  curious  to  obscr\x  the  strong  proofe  that  Dr.  Bunief 
gives  throi^hout  his  Book  almost,  of  the  strict  union  of  music 
with  Painting,  in  u«ng  (when  describing  the  excellence  or  the 
defects  of  a  musical  Composition)  precisely  the  same  wonb 
that  a  Painter  must  use  in  describing  the  excellence  or  the 
defects  of  a  Picture. 

It  is  with  much  regret  that  I  reflect  oa  my  stupid  negligence 
to  write  down  some  of  Dr.  Johnson's  Discourses,  his  observations. 
precepts,  &c.  A  few  short  sentences  only  did  I  ever  take  any 
account  of  in  writing,  and  these  I  lately  found  in  some  old 
memorandum  pockct-Books  of  ancient  date,  about  the  time 
of  the  commencement  of  my  acquaintance  with  him.  Those 
few  indeed,  relating  to  the  character  of  the  French,  were  taken 
viva  voee  the  Day  after  his  arrival  from  France,  Novr.  14,  -75'i 
intending  them,  I  find,  for  the  subject  of  a  letter  to  a  Friend 
in  the  Country. 

Also  from  the  same  motive  perhaps  I  wrote  down  a  Ions 
narration  which  Mr.  Baretti  gave  of  some  Paris  imi  adventures 


'  He  heard  the  following  pusa^ 
read  aloud  from  the  preface  to  Dr. 
Burncy's  Ilistcry  «/  Music  while  it 
was  yet  in  mnnuscripl ;— 'The  love 
of  lengthened  tones  and  modulated 
■ounds  seems  a  passion  implanted  in 
human  ti^tiure  throughout  the  globe  ; 
as  we  hear  of  no  people,  however 
wild  and  savage  in  other  particulars, 
who  have  not  music  of  some  kind  or 


other,  with  which  they  seem  gienlr 
Jelighted.'  '"Sir,"  he  cried,  ate 
a  lilllc  pause,  "  this  asacnton  I  be- 
lieve mixy  be  right."  And  then.  lee- 
saw)ng  a  minute  or  two  00  btl 
chair,  lie  forcibly  added: — "AS 
animated  nature  loves  muaic— oocfC 
myself  1 " '  Dr.  Bunte^s  Mtmtin, 
ii-  77- 
'  ttfit  ii.  401. 
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9tc.  related  probably  the  aexl   Day,  which  is  verbatim  as  he 
spoke  it  with  an  intermixture  of  French  phrases. 

Talking  on  the  Subject  of  Scepticism. 
Johnson.  'The  eyes  of  the  mind  arc  like  the  eyes  of  the 
Body.    They  can  see  but  at   such   a  distance.     But  because 
we  cannot  sec  beyond  this  point,  is  there  nothing  beyond  il  ?* 

On  the  Want  of  Memory. 
'No,  Sir,  it  is  not  true;  tn  general  every  person  has  an  equal 
capacity  for  reminiscence,  and  for  one  thing  as  well  as  another  : 
otherwise  it  would  be  like  a  person's  complaining  that  he  could 
hoJd  silver  in  his  hand,  but  could  not  hold  copper '.' 

A  Gentleman.  'I  think  when  a  person  laughs  when  alone 
he  supposes  himself  for  the  moment  with  company,' 

Johnson.  *Ycs,  if  it  be  true  that  laughter  is  a  comparison 
of  self-superiority,  you  must  suppose  some  person  with  you  '.* 

'  No,  Sir,'  he  once  .said, '  people  are  not  born  with  a  particular 
genius  for  particular  employments  or  studies,  for  it  would  be 
like  saying  that  a  man  could  see  a  great  way  east,  but  could  not 
west  K  It  is  good  sense  applied  with  diligence  to  what  was 
at  first  a  mere  accident,  and  which,  by  great  application,  grew 
to  be  called,  by  the  generality  of  mankind,  a  particular 
genius  V 


'  •  The  ijup  arl  of  memory  is  the 
art  of  attention.'     M^,  No.  74. 

■  '  Mr.  Hobbcs  in  his  Discourse  of 
Human  Nalurt  coocludes  thus : — 
"  Th«  passion  of  laughter  is  nnihing 
eU«  but  sudden  glory  arising  from 
some  sudden  conception  of  some 
oninciKy  in  ourselves  by  cnmparison 
with  the  infirmiiy  of  oihcts,  or  wiih 
oui  own  forinciiy  :  for  men  Inugti  at 
the  follies  of  themselves  p.isi,  when 
they  come  suddenly  lo  lemembrance, 
except  they  bring  with  them  any 
present  dishoaour.'  THt  Spt^littor^ 
No.  47. 

*  'JOHN&ON.   "1   could  as  easily 


app]y  to  law  as  to  tTagkle  poetry." 
BOSWEUL.  "  Yet,  Sir.  you  did  apply 
to  tjBgkk  poetry,  not  CO  law."  John- 
son. ''  Because,  Sir.  I  had  not  money 
to  study  law.  Sir,  the  man  who  has 
vigour,  may  walk  lo  the  east,  just  as 
well  as  10  the  west,  if  he  happens  10 
turn  his  head  that  way."'    Ufe, y.%f^. 

Mr.  Brycc  in  his  AmfrUan  Com- 
manWiUth  (3nH.  ed.  ii.  631)  mis- 
quoting this  passage  says:— 'Dr. 
Johnson  thought  that  if  tic  iiad  taken 
tci  [loSiiics  he  would  have  been  as 
(li^tinguished  therein  as  he  was  tn 
poetry," 

*  'The  true  genius  is  a  mind  of 

Some 
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Some  person  advanced,  that  a  lively  im^iution  disqualified 
the  mind  from  5xing  steadily  upon  objects  which  required 
serious  and  minute  investigation.  JOHNSON.  '  It  is  true.  Sir, 
a  vivacious  quick  imagination  docs  sometimes  ^ve  a  confused 
idea  of  things,  and  which  do  not  fix  deep,  though,  at  the  same 
time,  he  has  a  capacity  to  5x  thcni  in  his  memory,  if  he  would 
endeavour  at  it.  It  being  like  a  man  that,  when  he  is  runnii^, 
does  not  m.tkc  observations  on  what  he  meets  ^ith,  and  cofl- 
sciiuently  is  not  impressed  by  them  \  but  he  has,  nevertheless^ 
the  power  of  stopping  and  informing  himself.' 

A  gentleman  was  mentioning  it  as  a  remark  of  an  acquaintance 
of  his.  that  he  never  knew  but  one  person  that  was  completely 
wicked'.  Johnson.  'Sir,  I  don't  know  what  you  mean  by 
a  person  completely  wicked."  Gentleman.  'Why,  any  one  that 
has  entirely  got  rid  of  all  shame.'  JoilNSON.  '  How  is  he.  then, 
completely  wicked?  He  must  get  rid,  too,  of  all  conscteiMX.' 
Gkntleman.  '  I  think  conscience  and  shame  the  same  tb'if  •' 
Johnson.  'I  am  surprised  to  hear  you  say  so;  they  sprii^ 
from  two  different  sources,  and  are  distinct  perceptions:  ooe 
respects  this  world,  the  other  the  next '.'  A  Ladv.  '  I  thinlt, 
however,  that  a  person  who  has  got  rid  of  shame  is  to  a  fair 
way  to  get  rid  of  conscience.'     JOHNSON.   'Yes,  'tis  a  part  of 


large  general  powers,  accidentally 
<Iei«nnined  to  uime  particular  direc- 
tion. '  H'orki,  vii ,  I .  S  ee  unit,  i .  3 1 4  ; 
ii.  264  ;  and  JJ/e,  ii.  436. 

'  1  know  of  ni>  such  tiling  as  genius,* 
laid  OUT  Hogarth  (o  Gilbert  Cunpcr 
one  day;  'genius  is  nothing  but 
laknur  and  diligence.'  Sewaid's 
Biitgraphijna,  p.  29J. 

'  *I  one*  kn«w  (said  Johnson)  an 
old  gentlem^Ln  who  was  absolutely 
Riiili^n^U.  He  really  wished  evil  to 
nihei's,  and  rcjuiccd  a[  i[.'  IJ/e,  ill. 
381. 

'  Cuiuifnc^,  Johnsoa  detints  %t 
'  no[ltin){  more  ihnn  a  conviction  felt 
by  ouiseli-t-s.  tif  something  i»  be 
done,  or  something  to  be  avoided.' 
U.  ii.  343. 


In  liis  Dictianajy  he  defines  it  » 
'  the  knowledge  or  faculty  by  vhfCh 
wc  jud}^  of  tlie  goodness  or  wicked- 
ness of  ourselves.'  .VAfunf  be  dcGaci 
aa  'tbc  passion  fctt  when  reputaooi 
is  supposed  10  be  losL* 

According  to  Nonhcoie  (£/>  ^ 
Jityaotdi,  i.   230)   the  'gcadoBSi* 
was  Reynolds,  and  the  '  lady '  Mm 
Reynolds.    Sir  Joshua  said  that  'Ik 
thought  it  was  exactly  the  sanw- 
beinic    lost   to   all  sense  of  sbn 
and  being  lo»t  to  all  sense  Ofoa- 
iicience.     ' "  What ! "  said  Jofaun^ 
*'  can  you  sec  no  diffcreaec?    1  <■ 
ashamed  to  bear  you   or  anyM^ 
utlcr  such  nonsense;  when  the* 
relates  to  men  only  ;   ibe  othet  N 
God.'" 

the 
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the  way,  I  ^rant;  but  there  are  degrees  at  which  men  stop, 
some  for  the  fear  of  men,  some  for  the  fear  of  God:  shame 
arises  from  the  fear  of  men,  conscience  from  the  fear  of  God '.' 

Johnson.  '  The  French,  Sir,  are  a  very  siJly  People,  they 
have  no  common  life.  Nothing  but  the  two  ends,  Beggary  and 
Nobility '.' 

•  Sir,  they  are  made  up  in  every  thing  of  two  extremes.  They 
have  no  common  sense,  they  have  no  common  manners,  no 
common  learning,  gross  ignorance  or  Us  bdUs  lettres '.' 

A  LaDV.  '  Indeed  even  in  their  dress,  their  frtp.\ry  \sic\  finery 
and  their  beggarly  coarse  linnen'.  They  had  I  thought  no 
politeness.  Their  civilities  ne\'er  indicated  more  good-will  than 
the  talk  of  a  Parrot,  indiscriminately  using  the  same  set  of  super- 
lative phrases  as  <*  la  mervtiUt!  to  every  one  alike.  They  really 
scem'd  to  have  no  expressions  for  sincerity  and  truth.' 

Johnson.  '  They  are  much  behind-hand,  stupid,  ignorant 
creatures.  At  Fountainbluc  \sic\  I  saw  a  Horse-race*,  evcry- 
thii^  was  wrong,  the  heaviest  weight  was  put  upon  the  weakest 
Horse,  and  all  the  jockics  wore  the  iiamc  colour  coat.' 


'  '  1(  WM  chiefly  respecting  Ihc 
opinion  of  the  GentUtnan  that  this 
dialogue  appor'd  memorable  to  the 
wnter."     MiSS  REVN0LI>S. 

•  *  JohtuOTi  observed.  "  The  great 
in  FTaace  live  very  ma^nilictnlly, 
bat  the  rest  very  miserably.  Thvre 
ts  no  happy  mrildlc  state  as  in 
EnglAad."  '     IJft,  ii.  40Z. 

'  InanothcTvcrsionMIss  Reynolds 

Vfhes   '  or  tn  mttnphynqut.'      The 

Ficoch,  in  this,  were  th«  opposite  of 

ihc  Scotch,  '  whoac  Icamine  is  like 

fanad  in  a  liesteeed  town;  every  man 

(BIS  a  little,  but  no  man  fjeia  a  full 

wak'     Liftt   ii.   363.      '  There    is, 

ptthapS)  (laid  Johnaon)  mori^  know- 

Uj(  circulated  in  the  French  Ian- 

|(n»ge  Than  in  any  other.  There  is 
iiOK  orieinal  knowledge  in  English.' 
Rv.  jia  Mattlicw  Arnold  describes 
9k  Frracli  literature  of  the  eighi- 
fcVoX^  II.     ^^_  U 


ccnih  century*  as  'one  of  the  most 
powerful  and  pervasive  inicUcciual 
agencies  that  have  ever  eitisied— the 
greatest  European  force  of  the  eight- 
eenth century.'  Etsays  in  Crttuistn, 
ed.  1689,  p.  $4. 

'  Mrs.  Carter  wrote  from  Calais 
OB  June  4,  1763 :— '  In  the  miirket 
I  saw  such  a  mixture  of  rj^ga  and  dirt 
and  finery  as  was  entirely  ntw  to  an 
English  spectator.  The  women  at 
the  stalls,  who  looked  as  if  ihcy  were 
by  no  means  posseaied  of  fiiiything 
like  a  shift,  were  decorated  with  long 
dangling  earrings.  ...  I  am  sorry  to 
say  It,  but  it  is  fact,  that  the  Lion 
d'lVrgcnt  at  Calais  is  a  mudi  1>eiter 
inn  than  any  I  saw  at  Dover.'  Mrs. 
Carter's  Affmoirs,  i.  253. 

^  He  does  not  mention  this  in  his 
journal,    l^fe,  ii.  394. 

Gentleman. 
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Gentleman.    •  Had  you  any  acquaintance  in  Paris? ' 

'  No,  I  did  not  stay  long  enough  to  make  any '.  1  spoke  otUy 
latin,  and  I  could  not  have  much  conversation.  There  is  no 
good  in  letting  the  French  have  a  superiority  over  you  every 
word  you  speak  '. 

'  Barreti  \sic\  was  sometimes  displeased  with  us  for  not  likii^ 
ihe  French.' 

I.ADV.  '  Perhaps  he  had  a  kind  of  partiality  for  that  countiy, 
because  it  was  in  the  way  to  Italy,  and  perhaps  their  mannen 
resembled  the  Italians.' 

Jon  NSON.  '  No.  Me  was  the  showman,  and  we  did  not  lilte 
his  show ;  that  was  att  the  reason.' 

From  Mr.  Barreti  [-fK"]'. 

A  lady  obser^-cd  that  Dr.  Johnson  had  said  that  Madam  De 
Bo — age  [Du  Bocagc]  was  a  poor  creature. 

Barreti.  '  Yes,  becau.w  he  hated  her  before  he  saw  her,  for 
the  lady  Mrs.  Strickland',  who  went  with  us  from  Diepe*  to 
PariB,  being  introduced  to  Madam  D — e  (by  a  letter  she  carried) 
told  her,  that  le  grand  Johnson,  I'homme  te  plus  savant  de  toste 
rAnglelcrre,  was  come  to  Paris,  and  Mr.  Barrctti.  "  Oh  Barretti, 
Barrett!,  that  I  have  heard  so  much  of,  and  that  I  have  wtsb'd  so 
much  to  see ;  bring  mc,  bring  me  Barctti,  je  vous  en  pric," 
Mrs.  S — D.     '  Et  le  grand  Johnson  aussi  ?  ' 

M.  D.  '  Je  ne  me  soucic  de  qui  que  ce  soit  d'autrc,  poum 
que  vous  m'amcnez  Barretti.  Je  lis  actucllcmcnt  son  Uvrc.  soo 
voyage  d'Espagne,  ct  je  suis  varimcnt  [x/'c]  irapatientc  d'encoti- 
noitre  I'Auteur  *.     Mais  je  vous  prie  de  fairc  mcs  compliments  i 


'  'I  was  (he  said)  jwrt  bcginniliig 
to  creep  into  acquainlancc'  Life,  ii. 
401. 

•  *  It  was  a  m.iKim  with  Johnson 
that  a  man  should  not  l«t  himself 
down  by  speaking  a  kni;uacc  which 
he  speaks  imperfectly.'    /*.  ii.  404, 

'  In  the  next  few  lines  Miss  Rey- 
nolds spells  Uaretli's  name  in  three 
ditTcicnt  ways. 

'  Johnson  described  her  as  'a 
Kutnan  Caihulick  lady  in  Cumber- 


land, a  high  lady.'  Liji,  iii.  lit 
He  tncntions  her  in  a  letter  to  Miv 
Tliralc.     Ltlferi,  i,  401. 

*  Johnion  erossed  from  Do«er  n 
Calais,  but  he  rUitcd  Roues  on  ^ 
way  to  Paris.  I  suppose  he  «■ 
along  [lie  coast  10  Dieppe. 

*  Of  this  book  Johnson  wrottJ— 
'  1  know  not  whether  ihc  WBrH  to* 
ever  seen  such  Travels  befurt:'  i^ 
ten,  i.  165. 


by  Miss  Reynolds. 
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tous,  et  4  Madame  Thrale  en  particulier.  Jc  serai  tr^s  aise  dc 
voir  toutc  ccttc  boiine  compagnie,' 

'  ^frs.  S — d  on  her  return  (continued  Barretti)  said  something 
of  Madame  D^'s  impatience  to  sec  me  in  Johnson's  hearing ; 
and  finding  her  quite  indifferent  about  him  he  took  such  an 
antipathy  to  her,  that  he  went  with  reluctancy  to  visit  her,  and 
never  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  go  a  second  time';  which 
perhaps  was  not  to  be  wondered  at.  for  the  Ladies  and  Barretti 
on  going  one  Day  to  drink  tea.  with  her,  she  happen'd  to  produce 
an  old  chaiiia  [sic]  teapot,  which  Mrs.  S — d,  who  made  the  tea. 
could  not  make  pour.  '  Soufflez,  soufflcK,  madame,  dedans,'  cry'd 
Madame  D — e,  'il  se  rectifie  imm6Jiatement  ;  essayee,  jc  vous 
en  prie."  The  servant  then  thinking  that  Mrs.  S — d  did  not 
understand  what  his  lady  said,  took  up  the  teapot  to  Ic  rectiUcr, 
and  Mrs,  S — d  had  quite  a  struggle  with  him  to  get  it  Trom 
him;  he  was  going  Jo  blow  into  the  spout  I  Madame  D — c  all 
this  M'hile  had  not  the  least  idea  of  its  being  any  impropriety, 
and  wondcr'd  at  Mrs.  S — d"s  stupidity.  She  came  over  to  the 
table,  caught  up  the  tea-pot,  and  blew  into  the  spout  with  all 
her  might,  then  finding  it  pour,  she  held  it  up  in  tryumph  [sic\, 
and  repeatedly  cxclaim'd, '  voila,  voilA,  j'ai  regagiie  I'honneur  dc 
ma  Thiiire.'  She  had  no  sugar-tongs,  and  said  something  that 
shew'd  she  expected  Mrs.  S — d  to  use  her  fingers,  to  sweeten  the 
cupii.  '  Madame  je  n'oserois.'  '  Oh  mon  Dieu,  quel  grand  quan 
quan  les  Anglois  font  dc  peu  de  chose  •  I ' 

This  however  could  not  have  prejudiced  Dr.  Johnson  against 
the  lady,  for,  as  I  apprehended  Barretti,  it  happen'd  a  few  days 
before  they  left  Paris ! 

On  telling  Mr.  Barretti  of  the  proof  that  Johnson  gave  of  the 
stupidity  of  the  French,  in  the  management    of  their  Horse- 


*  Miss  Rc)'naM!i  in  one  of  her 
versions  wriivs : — '  M^idame,  Je  ne 
Oie  pas.'  'Oh  mon  Di«u,quclt  ^rxad 
ca  les  Angtois  faiic  dc  pcu  dc  chose' 
In  another  version  her  French  Is 
oorreclcd  in  a  difTerent  hand. 

'Johnson.  "At  Madame 's, 

a  liicrAry  Udy  of  rink,  the  footman 
took  the  sugar  in  bis  fingers  and 


threw  it  into  my  coffee.  I  was  going 
to  put  it  aside;  buC  bearing  it  was 
made  on  purpose  for  mc  I  e'en  tasted 
Tom'a  fingers.  Tlie  lady  would  needs 
make  lea  i  rAngSnise.  The  spout  of 
the  tea-pot  did  not  pour  freely ;  she 
bad  the  footman  blow  into  it.*  Life, 
ii.  40J. 


ua 
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Races,  that  all  the  Jockies  wore  the  same  colour  coat  Ays  be 
said  'that  was  ]ike  Johnson's  remarks,  he  could  not  see.'  But  it 
was  observed  that  he  could  enquire.  *  Yes,  it  was  by  the  ansn'cra 
he  received  that  he  was  misled.'  for  he  ask'd, '  what  did  the  fim 
jockey  wear?  '  answer,  '  Green.'  '  What  the  second?  '  '  Green.' 
•What  the  third?'  'Green;'  which  was  true;  but  then  ifac 
greens  were  all  diflercnt  greens,  and  very  easily  distinguish'd. 
Johnson  was  perpetually  making  mistakes ;  so,  on  going  to 
Fountainbtue  [jat]  when  we  were  about  three-fourths  of  the  way. 
he  exclaimed  with  amazement  that  now  we  were  between  Paris 
and  the  King  of  France's  Court,  and  yet  wc  had  not  roctt  [jxr] 
one  carriage  coming  from  thcruK  [_sk\  or  seen  one  gcnog  thither  I 
on  which  all  the  company  in  the  coach  burst  out  laughing,  and 
immediately  cry'd  out,  look,  look,  there  is  a  coach  gon  [sic]  by, 
there  is  a  chariot,  there  is  a  post-chaise.  I  dare  say  we  saw 
a  hundred  carriages  at  least,  that  were  going  to,  or  coming  frooi. 
Fountainbluc' 

It  was  mention'd  with  surprise  to  Mr.  Barrctti  that  Dr.  Johnson 
should  not  ha%'c  seen  any  Flay  but  that  one  he  saw  at  FoaatoiD- 
blue*.  '  Oh  yes,  he  was  at  two  or  three.'  '  Indeed,  he  said  be 
had  not,  and  we  know  that  he  never  tells  an  untruth.'  B,  '  Yea, 
I  very  well  remember  that  he  straddled  over  the  Benches  to 
come  near  some  person,  i  ta  Com6die  Franfaise.' 

Baretti  on  his  return  from  France  seem'd  full  of  animosity 
against  Johnson,  merely,  I  believe,  from  a  false  conceh  of  his 
own  importance. 

[Here  follows  a  narrative  which  has  nothing  to  do  willl 
Johnson.] 

I  believe  there  never  subsisted  any  cordial  Friendship  betweea 
Dr.  Johnson  and  Barrctti  after  their  journey  to  Paris  ' ;  and  whit 
perhaps  intircly  extinguished  it,  was  a  most  mendacious  falsehood 
that  he  told  Johnson  of  his  having  beaten  Omai '  at  Chess,  botb 
times  that  he  play'd  with  him  at  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's,  for  the 
very  reverse  was  true  ! 

'  JohDsonrecordedinhisJoumal: —  •Johnson   wrote   inrcasticafir  of 

*Al  night  we  went  to  a  comedy.     I  BaicttJ   4  few   months   bclore  ihii 

neither    sbw   nor  lic^d.*     LifSf  a.  journey.    LeiUrs,  i.  350, 

394.  '  i^'.  i'i-  8- 

•Do 
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'  Do  you  think,'  said  he  to  Johnson,  *  that  I  should  be  conquered 
at  Chess  by  a  savage?'  'I  know  you  tt-ere,'  says  Johnson. 
Barrett!  insiBting  upon  the  contrary,  Johnson  rose  from  his  scat 
in  a  most  violent  rage,' '  I'll  hear  no  more.'  On  which  Barretti 
in  a  fright  Rew  out  of  his  House,  and  perhaps  never  entered  it 
after.  I  believe  he  was  never  invited.  This  I  was  told  by 
Mrs.  Williams,  who  was  present  at  their  disputation. 

Poor  Mrs.  WillianisI  Dr.  Johnson  seemed  much  to  lament 
her  loss  '  as  his  companion  for  thirty  years  ','  and  often  cxprcss'd 
a  very  high  opinion  of  her  mental  accomplishments.  She  was, 
he  said,  'a  very  great  woman,'  I  rather  expected  he  would  have 
honour'd  her  memory  with  a  few  elcgjack  lines,  as  he  did  her 
fellow  Inmate,  Dr.  Lc\'it  \sic\ ',  a  copy  of  which  Dr.  Johnson 
gave  to  mc  .soon  after  he  wrote  them. 

[Here  followed  Johnson's  Letter  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks  given 
in  the  Li/e,  ii.  144-] 

And  I  have  abo  a  desire  to  say  something  about  the  latin 
epitaph  that  Dr.  Johnson  composed  for  Pamel,  because  Mr. 
Boswell  has  said  too  little  ^  no  blame  to  him,  I  imagine,  for 
I  suppose  Dr.  Johnson  did  not  inform  him  that  he  produced  it 
cxtcmpory  one  evening  at  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's,  in  compliance 
with  Dr.  Goldsmith's  request'.  'Pray,  Sir,  be  so  good  as  to 
write  an  epitaph  for  Dr.  Pamell,'  and  almost  immediately  after, 
to  the  surprise  of  all  present,  he  recited  with  solemn  accent : — 

LHic  rcqiiicscit  Thomas  Pamd, 
Qui  Saccrdos  pariier  et  Poeta 
UtiBsquc  partes  iu  iinptcvit, 
Vt  ncque  sactfidoli  suaviiaa  I'oetae, 
Ncc  [Kifitae  sacerdutis  sanctitas  deesset. 


■  H«  WTCti  to  Miss  Reynolds  on 
Oct.  1,  17S3  ; — '  To  my  other  affijc- 
tioiuisaildcJ solitude.  Mr».U'ilIjdms. 
■  comfMuiioQ  of  tliirty  yeui,  is  gone.' 
I^//frt,  a.  337. 

•  ii/r,  ir.  137. 

•  /*,  iv,  $4 ;  V.  404. 

of  wliich Johnson  said: — '  It  is  poor; 
not  ttuit  it  is  poorly  written,  but  ibai 
tie  had  poor  nmtetials.'    /6.  iL  166. 


Goldsmith  in  this  work,  laroenting 
the  obacurity  of  ibc  lives  of  men  who 
bctome  famous  after  death,  finely 
says  :^' When  a  poet's  fame  is  iq- 
cn^scd  by  lime,  it  is  then  too  late  lo 
investigate  the  peculiarities  of  hit 
disposition ;  the  dews  of  the  morn- 
ing are  past,  and  wc  vxinly  try  to 
cortinuc  the  chacc  by  the  meridian 
splendour.'  A/iic.  Works,  cd.  [Sot, 
iv.  3. 
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Evcr>'  person  that  understood  latin  sccm'd  much  pleased  with 
it.  But  Dr.  Goldsmith,  for  what  reason  1  know  not,  paid  him 
no  compliment,  and  only  said  on  hearing  it, '  Ay,  but  this  is  in 
latin'.*  '"Tis  in  latin,  to  be  sure,'  rqily'd  Dr.  Johnson.  I  do 
not  remember  what  follow 'd,  but  I  could  not  forget  the  strilcing 
proof  that  Dr.  Johnson  gave  of  his  .abilities  on  this  occasion,  nor 
of  Dr.  Goldsmith's  unwillii^ess  to  be  pleased  with  it.  apparent])' 
confused,  and  not  knowing  what  to  say.  I  did  not  hear  him 
express  any  desire  to  liave  the  epitaph  in  english,  cither  bcfiwe 
or  after  Dr.  Johnson  composed  it.  However  he  soon  after 
wrote  one  himself  in  cngh'sh,  and  it  is,  I  believe,  tnscribed  on 
Dr.  Parnel's  Tomb'. 

That  Mr.  BoswcH  has  sullied  his  very  entertaining  and  mcs: 
extraordinary  work  with  his  many  acrimonious  animad\'cisiofls 
on  the  works,  the  talents,  the  conduct.  S:c.  of  the  most  respectable 
characters,  must,  I  imagine,  be  allow'd  by  all  who  have  read  it 
especially  if  they  have  rcmark'd  that  the  evidence  which  he 
produces  to  substantiate  his  allegations  rather  prove  their  futilit)'. 

That  many  arc  repetitions  of  the  words  of  another  admits  of 
no  extenuation  of  his  fault,  but  on  the  contrary,  I  think,  doublr 
augment  \sic\  its  turpitude. 

[I  here  omit  an  unimportant  passage.] 

He  has  antidated  [sie]  the  commencement  of  Sir  Jodwa 
Reynolds's  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Johnson  by  at  least  five  years', 
and  has  mistaken  the  place  where  they  first  met,  with  some  other 
immaterial  errors,  respecting  him  and  place,  &e.  The  other  erro- 
neous date  was  March  a8  ['7?'^]  which  engaged  my  attention  i« 
consequence  of  Mr.  Boswell's  assertion  that  Mrs.  and  Miss  Tbnk 
set  out  for  Bath  in  that  Day,  as  it  reminded  me  of  a  letter  frora 
Doctor  Johnson  that  mention'd  that  incident ;  it  is  dated  April 


'  ForJohnson'scontemptofEnglish 
«p)taphs  for  learned  cneo,  see  Life, 
iii.  84;  V.  154,  366. 

'  'Parnell  was  buried  in  Trinily 
Church  in  Chester,  without  any 
monuiuent  to  mark  the  pla.ce  of  his 
iDtcrmcnL'  Goldsmitli's  1/iJt.  Works, 
iv.  J.     Mr.  Forsier,  \n   his  U/r  of 


Gotdrmitk.  makes  no  ineation  of  tkia 
epitaph. 

'  Boswcll  places  it  in  \i%r.  l^-, 
i.  345,  n.  \.  Reynolds  imite,  atOi, 
ii.  919,  that  he  hitd  hftd  'thirty  ytiff' 
intimacy  with  Johnson,'  which  jibcB 
it  not  later  than  1754. 
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i-hich  he 


lo  Bath  this 


13,-70,  in  which  he  says  we  are  going  lo  tsatft  this  mommg. 
Such  mistakes  indeed  are  of  little,  or  no  importance ' ;  but  it  is 
owing  to  a  contrary  supposition  that  I  mention  the  following- 
I  read  the  passage  in  Mr.  Boswcll's  book  relating  to  the  dial 
plate  of  Dr.  Johnson's  watch  with  much  surprise,  and  indeed 
Concern.  I  was  surprised  to  find  that  the  inscription  on  it  was 
in  Greek,  having  heard  from  Dr.  Johnson's  own  mouth  that  it 
was  in  Latin.  I  will  not  ;^y  that  I  read  the  words,  it  was  so 
loi^  since ;  but  I  believe  I  did,  having  hi.s  watch  in  my  hand, 
when  he  repeated  them  to  me,  which  he  was  shewing  me  in 
consequence  of  its  being  a  new  and  valuable  acquisition  from 
Mr.  Mudge '.  They  were,  Nox  tnim  Vfniet,  and  I  was  indeed 
concerned,  for  the  honour  of  Dr.  Johnson's  character,  which  I 
thought  not  a  little  degraded  by  Mr.  Boswcll's  assertion,  that  he 
had  the  plate  taken  out  for  fear  it  should  be  deemed  ostentatious  ■*. 
How  Mr.  Boswell  could  have  supposed  it  to  be  consistent  with 
Dr.  Johnson's  principles  to  have  divested  himself  of  a  holy 
memento  from  the  fear  of  what  any  man  might  think  is  very 
strange.  Nor  can  I  indeed  conceive  how  it  could  be  consistent 
with  any  man's  principles,  who  at  first  had  chosen  such  an  in- 
scription, to  have  been  at  all  solicitous  to  discard  it,  as  no  one 
could  inKpcct  it  without  the  concurrence  of  the  owner,  and  Ics5 
frequently  did  Dr.  Johnson  afTord  any  person  an  opportunity  of 
inspecting  even  the  outside  case  of  his  watch  than  perhaps  most 
men,  being  remarkably  remiss  in  noticing  the  hour,  even  the 


'  The  mistake  is  Miss  Reynolds's, 
and  shows  the  carelessness  wiih 
which  she  read  Bosvrell,  ivlio  states 
that  on  March  afi  Mrs.  and  Mias 
Thralc  and  Barctti  went  to  Bath, 
aad  ihJl  Johnson  soon  aRer  April  1  j 
went  there  wiih  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale- 
JJft,  ill.  6,  44-  Mrs-  Tbr.dc  had  in 
ibe  interval  returned  lo  Lojidon,  for 
she  was  at  her  own  house  on  the  icxh. 

n.  p.  33- 

*  '  An  artist  of  grc^t  reputation,  not 
only  in  Engiand  but  in  foreign 
COUDtiies.  The  King  of  Spain  had 
a  watch  of  his  making  sot  in  the 
head  of  his  cane.'    Miss  RtVNOLUS. 


Miss  Reynolds  applies  [lie  word 
rtr/iVf  to  a  watchmaker.  Her  brother 
she  would  have  cnllcd  a  paiKter. 
For  Thomas  Mudgc,  the  watch- 
maker, sec  anif,  ii.  117. 

*  Boswell  quotes  Johnson's  own 
words.  '  He  sometime  afterwards 
laid  aside  this  dial-plate;  and  when 
I  asked  him  the  reason,  he  said, 
"  It  might  do  very  well  upon  a  clock 
which  a  man  keeps  in  his  closet ; 
but  to  have  it  upon  his  watch  which 
he  carries  about  with  him,  and  which 
is  often  looked  at  by  others,  might 
be  censured  as  ostentatious." '  JJ/e, 
ii.  57.    See  aJso  ante,  u  1 33  m. 
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midatglit  hour  I  Besides  its  bdag  in  Greek  heightened  the  ifli' 
probability  of  Dr.  Johnson's  being  so  afraid  of  incurring  the 
censure  Mr.  Boswel)  mentions ;  and  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to 
contradict  it ;  for  soon  after  Dr.  Johnson  had  shewn  me  the 
latin  one,  he  told  me  that  he  had  It  taken  out  because  he  found 
tliat  emtn  was  not  in  the  original ',  which  is  only  T^  Night 
cottulii,  a  motive  pi;rfcctly  con-sonant  with  his  character.  I  da 
not  remember  to  have  heard  him  say  tlut  the  substitute  vns  ii 
the  origina]  Greek  ;  hence  my  surpritc  on  reading  Mr.  Boswclfi 
assertion  that  it  was.  The  identical  watch  to  which  he  alluded 
was  some  years  since  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Stccvcns,  but  since 
his  Decease  I  have  never  heard  what  was  become  of  it '. 

[The  following  Recollections  by  Miss  Reynolds,  which  ait 
not  in  the  manuscript  copies  that  I  saw,  arc  given  by  Mr,  Crokcf. 
Crokcr's  Dosu'clL  8vo.  pp.  S32-5.] 

It  will  doubtless  appear  highly  paradoxical  to  the  gcncrality- 
of  the  world  to  say,  that  few  men.  in  his  ordinary  disposition  or 
common  frame  of  mind,  coutd  be  more  inoffensive  than  Dr. 
Johnson ;  yet  surely  those  who  knew  his  uniform  benevoIcft«i 
and  its  actuating  principles — steady  virtue,  and  true  holiness— 
will  readily  agree  with  me,  that  peace  and  good-will  towanb 
man  were  the  natural  emanations  of  his  heart  ^ 


'  '  Venit  nox  quando  nemo  potest 
opcrari.'    St.  Jt>hn  ix.  4. 

'  li  was  the  tlial-|iliiie  and  not 
th«  waliii  which  was  in  the  posses- 
aion  of  Mr.  Stccvcns.  ijf*,  ii.  57- 
For  ibc  watch  ace  ante.  ii.  81,  and 
ii.  117  n.,  where  it  is  stated  by 
Crokcr  that  the  watch,  which  on 
Johnson's  death  came  into  the  po8- 
session  oi  his  black  servant,  was 
sold  by  htm  to  Canon  I'ailyc.  It  Js 
also  asserted  by  K.   Folwhcla  that 

U ,a  Christ  Church  man,  bought 

it  of  the  same  servant.  Unless  there 
is  some  mistake  in  one  of  these 
accounts,  the  Canon  or  the  Christ 
Church  man,  it  Bccms,  was  tricked. 
h  would    be   intcrcfiliag    to    know 


whcthtT  there  arc  in  cxisIciKC  tw 
waichcs  said  to  be  Johnson's. 

'  'Julinson's  roughness  was  onlf 
external,  and  <lid  not  proceed  boo 
the  heart'  Up,  ii.  36a.  '  H«  *« 
nothing  of  the  bear  but  his  da^' 
said  Goldsmith.  lb.  ii.  66.  'Um 
very  false  is  the  ootioa  wbidi  hH 
gone  round  the  it^dd  of  tbc  iM^ 
and  passionaic,  and  harsh  nuuMn 
of  this  great  and  good  llUZu...'nBl 
he  was  occasionally  remarkable  iK 
violence  of  temper  may  t>c  gnnMU 
but  let  ut  ascertain  the  detfrecMil 
not  let  it  be  ftuppoced  that  be  wis  is 
a  perpetual  rage,  and  Dcv«r  wiUiooi 
a  club  in  bis  hand,  to  knock  inf* 
every  one  who  approacbed  him.  Ob 

He 
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He  always  carried  a  religious  treatise  in  his  pocket  on  9. 
Sunday ',  and  he  used  to  encourage  me  to  relate  to  him  the 
particular  parts  of  Scripture  I  did  not  understand,  and  to  write 
them  down  as  they  ocairred  to  me  in  reading  the  Bible. 

One  Sunday  morning,  as  I  was  walking  with  him  in  Twicken- 
ham meadows,  he  begnn  his  antics  both  with  his  feet  and  hands, 
with  the  latter  as  if  he  was  holding  the  reins  of  a  horse  like  a 
jockey  on  full  speed.  Rut  to  describe  the  strange  positions  of 
his  feet  is  a  difficult  task ;  sometimes  he  would  make  the  back 
part  of  his  heels  to  touch,  sometimes  his  toes,  a.s  if  he  was  aimii^ 
at  making  the  form  of  a  triangle,  at  least  the  two  sides  of  one". 
Though  indeed,  whether  these  were  his  gestures  on  this  particular 
occasion  in  Twickenham  meadows  I  do  not  recollect,  it  is  so 
long  since  ;  but  I  well  remember  that  they  were  so  extraordinary 
that  men,  women,  and  children  gathered  round  him,  laughing. 
At  last  we  sat  down  on  some  logs  of  wood  by  the  river  side,  and 
Ihey  nearly  dispersed  ;  when  he  pulled  out  of  his  pocket  Grotius 
J?£  Verilate  Rrligionis  \  over  which  he  seesawed  at  such  a  violent 
rate  as  to  excite  the  curiosity  of  sonic  people  at  a  distance  to 
come  and  sec  what  was  the  matter  with  him. 

As  we  were  returning  from  the  meadows  tliat  day,  I  remember 
wc  met  Sir  Johii  Hawkins,  whom  Dr.  Johtuon  ;>cemcd  much 


the  eoBtraiy,  the  truth  is,  thAt  by 
much  tbc  t:rcat»l  ptm  of  his  tim« 
be  was  civil,  iibliginf^,  nay,  polite  in 
thtt  true  KDse  01  tlie  word.'  Li/e, 
iii.  80.     Sec  »l»o  ante,  \.  189. 

He  KT^n  miliicr  as  he  grew  uJdcr. 
Miss  Bumcy  wrote  in  May  ;— 
'  Dr.  Johnson  wai  cimnning.  Imlh  in 
•pints  and  humour.  I  cculiy  Ihiiik 
be  grows  K'lyci'  and  gayer  daily,  and 
more  UuttiU  iuid  plicasant.'  Mine. 
D'ArWay's  Diary,  \\.  ty  Beatxio, 
a  week  or  two  iaiw,  wrote  :— 'John- 
MK)  grows  in  grace  as  he  grows  in 
yeariL  He  has  contracted  a  genile- 
of  manner  which  pleases  every 
.'  Ueattic's  iJfii  Iiii4,  p.  3S9. 
nab  More  wrote  in  1783 : — '  Dr. 
Jolinton    is    more    mild   and   com- 


placent thin  he  used  ta  be.  I  was 
struck  with  the  mild  radiance  of  ihis 
setting  sun.'     Jlnle,  ii.  201. 

'  Perhaps  he  did  not  always  read 
in  it.  Boswcll  records  how  in  the 
Sunday  be  spent  in  Edinburgh : — 
'  He  look  down  O^dcn's  SenKam  an 
Prayir,  and  retired  with  thcin  CO  his 
room.  He  did  nut  st.iy  lon^,  bu| 
soon  joined  us  in  the  dr^i  wing -room.' 
Li/f,  V.  29.  The  following  Sunday 
111  Aberdeen, '  he  borrowed  a  volume 
of  AtassiHrtn't  Discfursts  «it  tii4 
Psalms:  but  I  found  he  read  little 
in  it.  Ogden  too  he  sutuctimes  took 
up,  and  glaneed  at;  but  threw  it 
down  aga.in.'    16.  v.  ii, 

*  Aniffiu  174,  n.  I. 

*  U/e,  u  398,  +54 ;  antt,  \.  157. 
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rejoiced  to  sec ;  and  no  H'ondcr,  for  I  have  often  heard  him  s[)cak 
of  Sir  John  in  terms  expressive  of  great  esteem  and  much 
cordiality  of  friendship*.  On  his  asking  Dr.  Johnson  when  be 
had  seen  Dr.  Hawkcsworth,  he  roared  out  with  great  \-chcmciicy. 
'Hawkcsworth  is  grown  a  coxcomb,  and  1  have  done  wiih  him'.' 

We  drank  tea  that  afternoon  at  Sir  John  Hawkins's,  and  on 
our  return  1  was  surprised  to  hear  Dr.  Johnson's  minute  criticism 
on  Lady  Hawkins's  dress,  with  every  part  of  which  almost  be 
found  fault  *. 

Few  people,  I  have  heard  him  say,  understood  the  art  d 
carving  better  than  himself;  but  that  it  would  be  highly  ifld(- 
corous  in  him  to  attempt  it  in  companj',  being  so  near-sighted, 
that  it  required  a  suspension  of  his  breath  during  the  opcratioi'. 

It  must  be  owned,  indeed,  th.it  it  wa.^  to  be  regretted  that  be 
did  not  practise  a  little  of  that  delicacy  ineating,  for  he  appeared 
to  want  breath  more  at  that  time  tlian  usual.  It  is  certain  tloE 
he  did  not  appear  to  the  best  advantage  at  the  hour  of  repast'; 
but  of  this  he  was  perfectly  unconscious,  owing  probably  to  \m 
being  totally  ignorant  of  the  characteristic  expressions  erf  the 
human  countenance*,  and  therefore  he  could  have  no  conceptioa 
that  his  own  expressed  when  most  pleased  any  thing  di^leasiif 
to  others ;  for  though,  when  particularly  directing  his  attention 
towards  any  object  to  spy  out  defect*  or  perfections,  he  genaJ^ 
succeeded  belter  tlian  most  men  ' ;  partly,  perhaps,  from  a  don 
to  excite  admiration  of  his  perspicacity,  of  which  he  u'as  not  > 
little  ambitious — yet  I  have  heard  him  say,  and  I  have  ofan 


'  AnU,  ii.  8t.  Hawkins  lived  at 
Twicltenham, 

'  Malonc  says  that  'Johnson  was 
fond  of  him,  but  latterly  owned  that 
H^wktsworth— who  had  set  out  a 
modest,  humble  man— was  one  of 
ihc  many  whom  success  in  the 
world  had  spoiled.  He  was  laitcriy, 
as  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  told  me,  an 
afieclcd  insintcre  man,  .-ind  a  great 
cwxcomb  in  liis  dress.  He  had  no 
literature  whatever.'  Prior's  MaJont, 
p.  441. 

V.  Greville,  writing  to  Hutne  on 


Sept.  34. 1764,  quotes  ihe  ofiinioai' 
'my  poor  little  inoffrnsive  (ooi 
Hawkcsworth.'  iit4mcMSS.,%v^ 
Sociciyof  Edinburgh.  For  what  &»■ 
well  calls  his  '  provoking  elTrooUn'.' 
see  Li/e^  i.  353. 

'  AtUe,  i.  337. 

'  According  to  Baretll  Ifiu 
Williams,  though  blind,  often  nnei 
Life,  ii.  99,  n.  s.  Boswcli,  who  diwl 
with  Johnson  more  than  onceidM 
not  menttan  who  carved. 

I  Afi/e,  iL  loj.  *  jtmtf,  L  4p- 

'  Uft,  i.  41. 
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perceived,  that  he  could  not  distinguish  any  man's  face  half  a 
'yard  distant  from  him,  not  even  his  most  intimate  acquaintance. 

And  yet  Dr.  Johnson's  character,  singular  as  it  certainly  was 
from  the  contrast  of  bis  mental  endowments  with  the  roughness 
■  of  his  manners,  was,  I  believe,  perfectly  natural  and  consistent 
throughout :  and  to  those  who  were  intimately  acquainted  with 
him  must,  I  imagine,  have  appeared  so.  For  being  totally  dc\*oid 
of  all  deceit,  free  from  every  tinge  of  afTectation  or  ostentation  ', 
and  unwarped  by  any  vice,  his  singularities,  those  strong  lights 
and  shades  that  so  peculiarly  disttinguish  his  character,  may  the 
more  easily  be  traced  to  their  primary  and  natural  causes. 

The  luminous  parts  of  his  character,  hi.s  soft  affections,  and  I 
should  suppose  his  strong  intellectual  powers,  at  least  the  dignified 
charm  or  radiancy  of  them,  must  be  allowed  to  owe  their  origin 
to  hLs  strict,  his  rigid  principles  of  religion  and  virtue;  and  the 
'shadowy  parts  of  his  character,  hjs  rough,  unaccommodating 
manners,  were  in  general  to  be  ascribed  to  those  corporeal  defects 
that  I  have  already  observed  naturally  tended  to  darken  his 
perceptions  of  what  may  be  called  propriety  and  impropriety  in 
[genera!  conversation  ;  and  of  course  in  the  ceremonious  or 
'artificial  sphere  of  society  gave  his  deportment  so  contrasting  an 
.aspect  to  the  apparent  softness  and  general  uniformity  of  culti^ 
vatcd  manners. 

And  perhaps  the  joint  influence  of  these  two  primeval  causes, 
his  intellectual  excellence  and  his  corporeal  defects,  mutually 
iContributed  to  give  his  manners  a  greater  degree  of  harshness 
than  they  would  have  had  if  only  under  the  influence  of  one  of 
■them  ;  the  imperfect  perceptions  of  the  one  not  unfrequently 
.producing  misconceptions  in  the  other. 

(      Besides  the-^e,  many  other  equally  natural  causes  concurred  to 
constitute  tlie  singularity  of  Dr.  Johnson's  character.    Doubtless, 


■  *  H«  had  an  abhorrence  of  aflec- 
'tation.  Talking  of  old  Mr.  Laiigion, 
of  whom  he  ^xd,  "  Sir,  you  will 
pddom  KC  such  a  gentleman,  such 
ni«  bis  Korea  oi  liiemure,  such  his 
[tnowledge  in  divinity,  and  siich  his 
Axemplary  life;"  h«  added,  "and 


Sir,  he  has  no  grimace,  no  g«slicula* 
tion,  no  bursis  of  admiration  on 
trivial  occasions  :  he  never  embraces 
you  with  an  overacted  cordiality."* 
Life,  iv.  a?.  See  (A  i.  470  for 
Johnson's  diaapproval  of  'studied 
behaviour.' 

the 
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the  progress  of  his  education  had  a  double  tendency  to  brighten 
and  to  obscure  it.  But  I  must  observe,  that  this  obscurity 
(implying  only  his  awkvrard  uncouth  appearance,  his  ignorance 
of  the  rules  of  politeness,  &c.)  would  have  gradually  disappeared 
at  a  more  advanced  period,  at  least  could  have  had  no  manner 
of  influence  to  the  prejudice  of  Dr.  Johnson's  character,  had  it 
not  been  associated  with  those  corporeal  defects  above  mentioned. 
But,  unhappily,  his  untaught,  uncivilized  manner  seemed  to  render 
every  little  indecorum  or  impropriety  that  he  committed  doubly 
indecorous  and  improper. 


ANECDOTES 
BY  WILLIAM  SEIVARD,  I^.R.S.^ 


I 


Of  music  Dr.  Johnson  used  to  say  that  it  was  the  only  sensual 
pleasure  without  vicc^    European  Magasiru,  1795,  p.  82. 

Dr.  Johnson  was  extremely  averse  to  the  present  foppish 
mode  of  educating  children,  so  as  to  make  them  what  foolish 
mothers  call  'elegant  young  men.'  He  said  to  some  lady  who 
asked  him  what  she  should  teach  her  son  in  early  life. '  Madam, 
to  raid,  to  write,  to  count ;  grammar,  writing,  and  arithmetic ; 
three  things  which,  if  not  taught  in  very  early  life,  are  seldom 
or  ever  taught  to  any  purpose,  and  without  the  knowledge  of 
which  no  superstructure  of  learning  or  of  knowledge  can  be 
built  V     /*.  p.  186. 

The  Doctor  used  to  say  that  he  once  knew  a  man  of  so 
v^abond  a  disposition,  that  he  even  wished,  for  the  sake  of 
change  of  place,  to  go  to  the  West  Indies.  He  set  off  on  this 
expedition,  and  the  Doctor  saw   him    in  town  four   months 


*  These  anecdotes  are  collected 
from  the  Eur^tiK  Magaiint, 
Seward's  AnftiLiUs 0/ DistingMttked 
PtrtoMs,  atici  hi^  ffivgra^hiana. 

BosMcll  ownt  his  obliitaiion  10  him 
'for  several  com municsii ions.'  JJ/t, 
iiL  133.  Kor  an  account  o(  him,  see 
id.  n.  I  :  and  tetters,  i.  34(3.  n.  1. 

'  Johnson  here  uses  stHsttal  in  rhc 
sense  that  he  gii-es  it  in  bis  first  and 


second  definitions,  as  '  aflccting  the 
senses'  or  'plcasint;  to  the  senses,' 
and  not  In  (lie  more  limiied  sense 
which  it  DOW  bears.  For  his  (eelingi 
towards  music,  see  ante,  ii.  103. 

'  '  1  hate  by-ro;idi  In  education. 
Education  is  as  well  known,  and  hu 
lung  been  as  well  known  as  ever  it 
can  be.'     U/e,  ii-  40?- 

For  arithmetic,  sec  antt,  i.  aSl ,  395. 

aftcrwartls 
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afterwards.  Upon  asking  him,  why  he  had  not  put  his  plan 
in  execution,  he  replied,  *  I  have  been  returned  these  ten  days 
from  the  West  Indies.  The  sight  of  slavery  was  so  horrid  to 
me  that  I  could  only  stay  two  days  in  one  of  the  isLands'> 
This  man,  who  had  been  once  a  man  of  literature,  and  a  private 
tutor  to  some  young  men  of  consequence,  became  so  extrcmdy 
torpid  and  careless  in  point  of  further  information,  that  tbe 
Doctor,  when  he  called  upon  him  one  day,  and  asked  him  to  lead 
him  a  book,  waa  told  by  him,  that  he  had  not  one  in  the  hou*. 

Dr.  Johnson,  on  learning  the  death  of  a  celebrated  West  Isdii 
Planter',  said,  '  He  is  gone,  I  believe,  to  a  climate  in  which  he 
will  not  find  the  country  much  warmer  and  the  men  much 
blacker  than  that  he  has  left.'     16.  p.  itMS. 

Johnson  was  much  pleased  with  a  Flench  expression 
use  of  by  a  I:tdy  towards  a  person  whaw  head  was  confi 
with  a  multitude  of  knowledge,  at  which  he  had  not  arrived 
in  a  regular  and  principled  way, — /J  a  Mti  sans  ^ha/aadr- 
'he  has  built  without  his  scaffold.' 

He  was  once  told  that  a  friend  of  his,  who  had  long  Irnd 
in  London,  was  about  to  quit  it,  to  retire  into  the  Country,  as 
being  tired  of  London.  '  Say  rather.  Sir."  said  Johnson,  'that 
he  is  tired  of  life'.'     Europtan  Magasint,  1797,  p.  418. 

Dr.  Johnson  said  that  he  should  be  much  pleased  to  write 
the  Life  of  that  man  [Bacon],  from  whose  writings  alooe  i 
Dictionary  of  the  English  Language  might  be  compiled*. 


much 

I 


'  Johnson  desciibcd  Jamaica  as 
'a  place  nf  great  wealth  and  drcjid- 
ftil  wickedness,  ft  den  i>f  tyrants 
and  a  dungeon  of  slaves.'  Lije,  \\. 
478. 

'  Great  merit,'  wrote  Fritnklin.  Ss 
assumed  for  the  gentlemen  «f  (he 
West-IndicB,  on  the  scor*  of  their 
residing  and  spending  ihcir  money  in 
England.'  Franklin's  Works,  «d. 
1887,  iii.  105. 

*  Perhaps  Aldtrman  Bccltford. 
IJfe,  iii.  76,  sot.  See  ante,  i.  sit, 
where  he  is  reported  to  have  said  *  of 


a  Jamaica  geDtleman,  thea  Iit^ 
dead  :  "  He  will  no*,  whither  itt  ii 
now  gone,  find  much  diffetcDCt,  I 
believe,  either  in  the  cltmal«  et  lb 
comp*ny," ' 

'  '  No,  Sir,  when  a  man  it  tiiedsf 
London,  he  is  tirvd  of  life:  fordMR 
is  in  London  all  that  life  can  afimi' 
Life,  iii.  17I!.  Charles  Lamb,  miciai 
to  Wordswonh,  speaks  o(  'tbe  im- 
possibility of  being  dull  in  Fled 
Street.'    LAmb's  Lttttrt,  i.  ifij. 

*  Kor  my  note  on  this,  ace  Z!^c  & 
1 94,  n.  3.    See  alio  anU,  n.  339. 
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He  was  one  day  in  company  with  a  very  talkative  lady,  of 
whom  he  appeared  to  take  very  Httle  notice.  '  Why,  Doctor, 
I  bcHcvc  you  prefer  the  company  of  men  to  that  of  the  ladies.' 
*  Madam,'  replied  he, '  I  am  very  fond  of  the  company  of  ladies ; 
I  like  their  beauty,  I  like  their  delicacy,  I  like  their  vivacity, 
and  I  like  their  silence,'     European  Magasine.  1798,  p.  9a. 

Johnson  the  day  before  he  died  was  visited  by  Dr.  Burney. 
After   having  taken  an  affectionate  leave  of  his  old  friend  he 
,satd,  taking  his  hands  between  his,  '  My  good  friend,  do  all  the 
good  you  can'.' 

'  You  are  my  model,  Sir,'  said  he  to  Dr.  Burney,  soon  after 
he  published  his  Tour  to  the  Hebrides.  '  1  had  that  clever  dog 
Bumey's  Musical  Tour°  in  tny  eye,'  said  he  to  many  friends 
on  the  same  occasion,     lb.,  p.  241, 

A  friend  of  Johnson,  an  indolent  man.  succeeding  to  a  moderate 
sum  of  money  on  the  death  of  his  father,  asked  the  Doctor 
how  he  should  lay  it  out.    '  Half  on  mortgage,"  said  he,  'and 

,  half  in  the  funds :  you  have  then,'  continued  he,  '  the  two  best 
securities  for  it  that  your  country  can  ifford.  Take  care,  how- 
ever, of  the  character  of  the  person  to  whom  you  lend  it  on 
mortgage;  see  that  he  is  a  man  of  exactness  and  regularity, 
and  lives  within  his  income.     The  money  in  the  funds  you  are 

,  sure  of  at  every  emergency  j  it  is  always  at  hand,  and  may  be 

I  resorted  to  on  eveiy  occasion '.'    Jb.^  p.  302. 


■  Fcr  a  Mimewhat  different  version 
I  of  tius  laecdotC)  see  Life,  \\,  410, 

|M.  t. 

•  Tki  Pretmt  Sfate  of  Afusic  in 

FrMtif  and  Italy,  I  voL  177 1,  and 

TTie   Prtieni   Siait    vf  Mttsit    in 

Cermany,  6-t.,  2  vols.   I773-    l-'/^t 

[ir.  1S6. 

I    ■  Dr.  Jfthnson  said  :  '  It  is  better 

to  h&vc  ^Tc  ptr  cent,  oul  of  land  than 

out  of  money,  because  il  is  more  se- 

cure;bu(tlK  readinc^eoftiratisferand 

'  protnptnest  of   interest  make  many 

,  people  ralhcr  choose  the  funds.'  Lije, 

jiv.    164.      In    a    note   on    Falstaffs 

; words,  'You  ma/  buy  land  now  ks 


cheap  as  stinking  mackerel,"  Johnson 
writes  :— '  In  former  limes  ihe  pros- 
perity of  the  nEition  was  known  by 
the  value  of  land,  as  now  by  the  price 
of  slocks.  Before  Henrj- the  Seventh 
midc  it  safe  to  serve  the  king  regnant, 
it  waslht  practice  at  every  revolution 
for  Ihe  corvquemr  to  conliscate  ihe 
estates  of  those  that  opposed,  and 
perhaps  of  tbo»  who  did  net  assist 
him.  Those.  ihtTefore,  iliai  foresaw 
a  change  of  Governmeni,  .ind  ihoughl 
their  estates  in  danger,  were  desirous 
to  sell  thcin  in  haste  for  sometliin^ 
that  might  be  carried  away.'  John- 
son's Skaket/ie.ire,  ed.  17&S,  Iv.  165. 

Dr. 


304      Anecdotes  by  WiUiam  Seward,  F.RS. 


Dr.  Johnson  used  to  tell  his  friends  that  from  time  imme- 
morial a  convict  of  the  parish  of  St.  Giles  in  the  Fields  had 
the  privilege  of  the  right  hand  in  the  cart.    /^^  p.  303. 


9i 


Dr.  Johnson  one  day  observing  a  friend  of  his  packing  op 
the  two  volumes  of  Obsfrvations  on  Man,  written  by  this  greit 
and  good  man  (Hartley)  to  take  into  the  country,  said.  'Sir, 
you  do  right  to  take  Dr.  Hartlc>'  with  you."  Dr.  Priestley 
said  of  him, '  that  he  had  learned  more  from  Hartley,  than  froo 
any  book  he  ha.d  ever  read,  except  the  Bible'.' 

Jolmson  used  to  say  of  the  Due  dc  Rochefoucautt  that  bewu 
one  of  the  few  gentlnmH  writers  of  whom  authors  by  firo/etsioi 
had  occasion  to  be  afraid '.  Eurofean  Magazine^  1 798,  p. 
374. 

Dr.  Johnson  said  that  Husby  used  to  declare  that  his  roil 
was  his  sieve,  and  that  whoever  could  not  pass  through  llut 
was  no  boy  for  him '.  He  early  discovered  the  genius  of  Dr. 
South,  lurking  perhaps  under  idlenc^  and  obstinacy.    'I  see 


'  Hanky  is  not,  I  think,  men* 
tioncd  in  any  of  Johnson's  writings  or 
in  Uoswcll.  FfiMtky,  in  his  Auto- 
iiegraphjr,  cA.  1810.  p.  12,  says  of 
Hatlicy's  Otitrt'ittfans  on  Afun  : — 
'  It  produced  the  g^c■^^est,  and  in  tny 
opinion,  the  most  iavourabk-  effect 
on  my  general  turn  of  thinking 
through  life.' 

If  Johnson  had  heard  S«ward  sup- 
porting Hartley's  fame  by  Priestley's 
praise,  he  would  have  knit  his  bro«-s, 
and  in  a  stern  manner  en<]uired, 
"Why  do  we  hear  so  much  of  Dr. 
Priestley?"'     J!>/c,  iv.  338. 

'  It  is  Icnown  to  most  literary  people 
that  Colentlge  was,  in  early  life,  so 
passionate  an  admirer  of  the  Hnrt- 
Ician  philosophy,  that  "Hartley" 
was  the  sole  baptismal  name  which 
he  gave  to  his  elilest  child;  and  in 
an  rntly  poem  entitled  Kehgious 
Musmgi  be  has  duracicrited  Han- 
Icy  as 


"  Ifim  of  moRalkiDd 

Wisest,  him  iirst  who  marked  tbe 
ideal  tribes 

Up  the  fine   fibres    tbioogh  ibc 
wntieai  brain 

Pass  in  fine  surges,** 
But  at  present  (AuKust,  18c?  1  iH 
this  was  a  forgotten  thing.  Coknifi 
w.is  so  profoundly  aslutmed  of  At 
shailow  Unitarianism  of  Hartley,  m' 
so  disgusted  to  think  that  he  cmU 
at  anytime  have  countcnaiiced ihM 
creed,  that  he  u-auld  scarcely  «Bi* 
to  Hartky  the  reverenee  whicb  ll 
undoubtedly  bis  due.'  De  QiunoT^ 
Warh,  cd.  1863,  ii.  56. 

■  5p«aking  of  the  Earl  of  CaiWe'i 
Pormi,  Johnson  said  'that  »hta  > 
man  of  rank  appeared  in  thai  dtf* 
actcr  [as  a  candidate  for  liltfiif 
fame,]  he  deserved  to  hai<e  hit  not 
hnndsomcty  allowed.'    Life,  iv.  114- 

'  ■  As  »«  stood  before  BojIT'' 
tomb  the  Knight  [Sir  Roger  de  CffW" 


(said  he)  great  ulcnts  in  thai  sulky  boy,  and  I  shall  endeavour 
to  bring  them  out."  Seward's  Aru<eht4S  of  Duiinguiihed 
Persms,  ii.  50. 

Dr.  John-ion  alwa.ys  supposed  that  Mr.  Richardson  had  Mr. 
Nelson '  ill  his  thoughts,  when  he  delineated  the  character  of 
Sir  Charles  Grandison.     lb.  ii.  91. 

A  friend  of  Dr.  Johnson  asked  him  one  day,  whose  sermaw 
were  the  best  in  the  Eng'iish  langua^  'Why,  Sir.  bating 
a  little  heresy  those  of  Dr.  Samuel  Clarke  V  This  great  and 
exeellent  man  had  indeed  good  reason  for  thus  highly  praising 
them,  as  he  told  a  relation  of  Dr.  Clarke  they  made  him  a 
Christian  ^ 

In  his  opinion  Clarke  was  the  most  complete  literary  char- 
acter that  England  ever  produced.     /*.  ii.  313. 

The  late  Lord  North  told  Dr.  Johnson*  tlxat  Sir  Robert 
Walpolc  had  once  got  possession  of  some  treasonable  letters 
of  Mr.  Shippcn,  and  that  he  sent  for  him,  shewed  him  the 
letters,  and    burnt   them  before  his  face.     Soon  afterwards  it 


ley)  uttered  btmsclf  again  after  the 
same  munncr,  "  Dr.  Itusb/,  a  gicat 
man!  he  whipped  my  grandfather; 
a  very  great  man!  |  should  have 
gone  to  him  myself,  if  [  had  noi  been 
a  blockhciid  ;  a  very  great  man  f' 
Tkt  Spttfalor,  No.  339. 

'  Kobeit  NcUon,  ihe  author  of 
Festivalt  and  Fasti.    Antt,  U  331  n. 

'  For  Clarke's  heresy  see  OMte,  i. 
38,  and  for  Quern  Caroline's  wish 
to  make  him  »  bishop  see  Li/e,  Hi, 
34S  «.  Dean  Church,  writing  of 
(landel's  Te  Dettnt,  as  performed  in 
St.  Paul's  at  the  Queen's  Jubilee, 
»ay»:— 'I  noticed  one  ihinK  which 
perhaps  is  an  ovcr-rcRncmcnt.  The 
ieast  striking  bit  is  the  rendering  of 
the  verses  concerning  the  Three  Per- 
sons— "The  Kaiber— Thine  hviiour- 
ablc,  tr^ie,  and  only  Son^Ako  the 
Holy  Ghost,  the  Comforter."  Ii  i* 
not   dwelt   on,  but  run  through  — 

VOL.  n.  ■  X 


almost  rushed  through,  as  if  it  were 
almost  only  one  verse.  Well,  when 
Handel  wrote  was  just  the  time  when 
Queen  Caroline,  wife  of  Ceorf^  U, 
vas  supposed  to  be  countenancing 
the  [)eople  who  took  the  wron^  side 
m  the  (jreat  Trinitarian  controversy 
then  raKinic.  It  would  be  curious,  if 
thuE  influenced  a  composition  which, 
of  course,  would  be  talked  about  in 
the  court  of  ihc  hero  of  Dettingcn, 
1743.'  Life  ami  Lflttrt  of  lUtm 
CMunh,  p.  392. 

'  For  the  effect  of  Law"  s  Serious 
Call  to  a  Holy  Life  on  his  mind,  see 
Life,  i.  68. 

'  '  1  had  once  some  business  to  do 
for  government,  and  1  went  to  Lord 
Nortli'«.  Precaution  was  taken  that 
it  sliuuM  not  be  known.  It  was  dark 
before  1  went;  yet  a  few  days  after 
I  was  (o)d,  "  Well,  you  have  been 
with  Urd  North."'    /*.  v.  J48. 

was 
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was  neces-sary  in  a  new  parliament  for  Mr.  Sbippen  to  take 
the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  George  11,  when  Sir  Robert  placed 
himself  over  again<it  him  and  smiled  whikt  he  was  sworn  ttjr 
the  Cleric.  Mr.  Shippcn  then  came  up  to  him  and  said  '  Indud, 
Robin,  this  is  hardly  fair '.'    lb.  ii.  335. 

In  a  conversation  with  Dr.  Johnson  on  the  subject  of  the 
Due  de  Montmorenci  be  said  :  '  Had  I  been  Richelieu,  I  could 
not  have  found  it  in  m)'  heart  to  have  suffered  the  first  Christkn 
baron  to  die  by  the  hands  of  the  executioner*.'    Jb.  vL  314. 

Dr.  Johnson  used  to  think  Voltaire's  Lift  of  Charles  Xll  ej 
Sweden  one  of  the  Bnesl  pieces  of  historical  writing  in  atjr 
language^     /b.  iv.  161. 

Dr.  Johnson  said  that  he  had  been  told  by  an  acquatotaBce 
of  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  that  in  early  life  he  started  as  a  clamorou 
infidel ;  but  that,  as  he  became  more  informed  on  the  subject, 
he  was  converted  to  Christianity,  and  became  one  of  its  nwst 
zealous  defenders*.     Supplement  to  Seward's  Anecdotes,  p.  98. 

Dr.  John.?on  used  to  advise  his  friends  to  be  upon  their  gBirf 
against  romantic  vijtuc,  as  being  founded  upon  no  settled  prin- 
ciple. 'A  plank,"  added  he,  'that  is  tilted  up  at  one  end  dwbI 
of  course  fall  down  on  the  other.' 


■  '  I  love  lo  pour  out  all  myself  as 
plain 
As  downright  Shippen,  or  u  old 

Montaicnc.' 

Pope,  Imitations  of  Horace,  Dk. 

ii.  Sat.  1, 1.  51. 

'Sbippen  and  Sir  Robert  Walpole 

(writes  Coxc)  had  always  a  personal 

regard  for  each  other.     He  was  frc- 

c^uently    heard  lo  s«y,  *'  Robin   and 

I    arc  two  honest  men.     He  is  for 

King  George  and  I  for  King  James, 

1)111   those   men   wiih    long    cravats 

fmeaning  Sandys,  Sir  John  Rushout, 

Gybbon,   and    others)    only    desire 

places,  cither  under  King  George  or 

King  James  \  " '    Cole's  Memoirs  0/ 

air  Jfffieri  Walpole^  ed.  1 798.  i.  67a. 


*  '  Son  supplice  (ut  Juste,  ii  da 
de  Mauillac  ne  I'lvilt  pai^t^:  bu 
la  mori  d'un  liommc  dc  si  S'»^ 
csp^rancc,  qui  &\w.  ga^^  des  i>* 
lailles,  ct  que  son  mirfme  vaJrar.a 
g^n^TOStt^,  sea  uraces  nvaieot  «nih 
chcr  \i  toule  la  France,  lenJ*^  ^ 
Cardinal  plus  odiriix  que  n'lnilM 
U  mon  de  MarilUc.'  (EtfTm^ 
Voltaire,  ed.  it\%  xvi.  tot. 

*  '  I  admire  no  htstoriiuis  t*^ 
except  Hcrndoius,  Tliucydidct.  wi 
Tacitus. . . .  There  is  merit,  Dododl^ 
in  Hnme,  Robertson,  \'clt^re>  ^ 
Gibbon.  Yet  it  is  not  d>t  i)P*' 
Miitaulay's  Life,  ed.  1877,  ii.  3?* 

*  Li/e,  I.  4SS- 
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In  a  conversation  with  the  Due  de  Chautnes',  the  duke  said 
to  Johnson,  'that  the  morality  of  the  different  religions  existing 
in  the  world  was  nearly  the  same."  '  But  you  must  acknowledge, 
my  lord,'  said  the  Doctor,  '  that  the  ChrLstian  religion  alone 
puts  it  upon  its  proper  basis — tlte  fear  and  love  of  God/  Jb- 
p.  149. 

Of  Mrs.  Montagu's  elegant  'Essay  upon  Shakspearc/  he  always 
said,  'that  it  was  ad  ftcminem,  that  it  was  conclusive  against 
Voltaire:  and  that  she  had  done  what  she  intended  to  do'.' 

Johnson's  Preface  to  his  edition  of  Shakspeare  was  styled 
by  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  the  most  manly  piece  of  criticism  that  was 
ever  published  in  any  country'.     It.  p.  151. 

Dr.  Johnson  used  to  apply  to  Lord  Chatham  Corneille's 
celebrated  lines  to  the  Cardinal  de  Kicheiicu*.  During  the 
American  War  he  used  to  exclaim,  *  Make  Lord  Chatham 
Dictator  for  six  months,  and  we  shall  hear  no  more  of  these 
Rebels  V    /*.  p.  15a. 


•  LtUtrs,  ii.  361,  fi.  5. 
■  'Johnson.  "Sir,  I  will  venture 
10  say.  tbcrc  is  not  one  scmcnce  of 
tniecriiicistninherbook.""  Gahhjck. 
"  But,  Sir,  surely  it  shews  how  much 
Voltain:  bos  raislxken  Shakspeare, 
'wbtcfa  nobody  else  h.is  done."  JOHN- 
SOK.  "Sir,  nobody  else  hns  thought 
it  wonh  while.  And  what  merit  is 
there  in  that  ?  Vvu  may  as  well 
praitc  a  schoolmaster  for  whipping 
B  boy  who  has  oonaimed  ill." '  IJ/t, 
.St. 

■•  Atla,m  Smith  reviewed  the  Dic- 
looary  in  the  luiiniurgk  Review  for 
755,  Na  I.  Li/e,  i.  298,  «.  3.  See 
r/  under  ADAH  SuiTM  ON  DR. 
b£UI  SON. 

'Qu'on  parte  nul   ou   bien  du 

fameux  Cardinal, 
l>ta   prose    ni    mes  vers   n'en 

dirooi  jamais  ricn ; 
II  m'a  fait  irop  de  bica  pour 
CD  dire  ds  mat, 

X 


n  m'a  bit  trop  de  mal  pour 
en  dire  du  bien.' 

Johnson  wrote  of  Chatham : — 'For 
whom  it  will  be  happy  if  the  nation 
shall  at  last  dismiss  him  to  nameless 
obscurity,  with  (hat  equipoise  of 
blame  and  praise  which  Comcillc 
allows  to  Richelieu.'   IVcris,  vi.  197. 

For  his  violent  attack  on  Chatham, 
tec  U/f,  ii.  314.  In  177S  he  said 
to  Doswcll :— ■  Lord  Chatham  was 
a  Dictator ;  be  possessed  the  power 
of  putting  the  State  in  motion  ;  now 
there  is  no  power,aII  order  is  relaxed.' 
/k  iii.  356. 

'  '  You  talk,  my  Lords,  of  conqtier- 
in}[  America. ;  of  your  numerous 
friends  there  to  annihilate  the  Coa- 
gress,  and  your  powerful  fnrces  to 
disperse  her  army.  I  mijEht  a« 
well  talk  of  driving  them  before  me 
with  this  crutch.'  Lord  Chatham, 
quoted  in  Seward's  Anectltilei,  iii. 
389. 

3  Dr. 
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Dr.  Johnson  was  observed  by  a  musical  friend  of  his  to  be 
extremely  inattentive  at  a  concert,  whilst  a  celebrated  solo 
player  was  running  up  the  divi^ons  and  subdivisions  of  notes 
upon  his  violin.  His  friend,  to  induce  him  to  take  grcato- 
notice  of  what  was  going  on,  told  him  how  extremely  difficult 
It  was.  'Difficult  do  you  call  it.  Sir?'  replied  the  Doctor; 
'  I  wish  it  were  impossible '.'    /i.  p.  267. 

Dr.  Johnson  told  Voltaire's  antagonist  Friron,  that  w  era: 
(uerrimi  ingenii  ac  paucarum  Uurarum '  \  ■  and  Bishop  Wa^ 
burton  says  of  him,  'that  he  writes  indifferently  ^vell  upon  cvtrf 
thingV    lb.  p.  J74. 

To  some  one  who  was  complaining'  of  his  want  of  menioty 
Johnson  said,  ■  Pray,  Sir,  do  you  ever  forget  what  money  yw 
are  worth,  or  who  gave  you  the  last  kick  on  your  shins  that 
you  had  ?  Now,  if  you  would  pay  the  same  atlenlion  to  what  ywi 
read  as  you  do  to  your  temporal  concerns  and  your  bodily 
feelings,  you  would  impress  it  as  deeply  in  your  memotyV 
Seward's  Biographiana,  p.  58. 

Dr.  Johnson  said  one  day.  in  talking  of  the  difTcrcncc  bet«on 
English  and  Scotch  education,  'that  if  from  the  first  be  did  POt 
come  out  a  scholar,  he  was  Bt  for  nothing  at  all ;  whereas  (idded 
he)  in  the  last  a  boy  is  always  taught  something  that  may  be  of 
use  to  htm  ;  and  he  who  is  not  able  to  read  a  page  of  Tulty  ffiH 


'  Lift,  ii.  409;  ante,  H.  103. 

'  La  munque  Kujourd'hui  n'cst  plus 
que  IVrt  de  cx^cutcr  dcs  choscs 
(lifficiles,  et  ce  ({ui  n'ettt  que  diflicile 
ne  plaEl  poini  ik  la.  tongue.'  Candide, 
cH.  as- 

'  Li/Hy  ii.  406.  Johnson  recorded 
at  Faris  on  Oct.  ij,  1775  ;— '  In  ihc 
»ftemoon  I  vistttid  Mr.  Kreroo  the 
Journalist.  He  spoke  Latin  very 
scantily,  but  seemed  to  undcrst&nd 
mc.'    Ji.  p.  392, 

'Johnaon's  culture  is  wholly  Eng- 
lish; that  not  of  ft  Thinker  but  of 
a  "Schokr":  liis  interests  arc  wholly 
English :  he  sees  and  knows  nothing 
but  England ;  he  is  the  John  Dull  of 


Spiritual  £urope ;  let  him  bve,  lo» 
him.  as  he  was  and  could  Mt  ^ 
be  !  IHtiabIc  it  is,  no  doobi,  tbe 
a  Sainiiel  Johnson  .  .  .  ffaould  ■• 
nutbing  in  the  great  Fmlerick  bc 
"  Voluire"»  lackey ; "  in  Voluiit  hi* 
self  but  A  man  acerrimi  imgmU,  f^f 
ianim  liUrarum'  Carlyle's  Jftt 
Wffrbr,  o,d.  iii.  los, 

'  In  a  letter  to  Hurd.  WattnrtN 
says,  'Voltaire  baa  fine  pam  u^i* 
a  real  genius.*  Ltltrrs  /ttm  a  I* 
EmintHt  Prtlait,  ist  ed.  p.  79. 

*  'The  uue  art  of  memory  b  ttt 
ail  of  auendon.'  Tlu  Iiiter,  Na  f4 
See  I-i/t,  iii.  191 ;  v.  6S. 
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be  able  to  become  a  surveyor,  or  to  lay  out  a  garden '.'    Jb. 
P-  J 97. 

Sir  Robert  Walpole's  general  priociple  as  a  minister  was 
'  Quieta  twn  nurvfrt,  to  let  well  alone.'  This  made  Dr.  Johnson 
»y  of  him,  '  He  H-as  the  best  minister  this  country  ever  had  ; 
as  if  itv  would  have  let  him  (he  speaks  of  his  own  violent 
faction)  he  would  have  kept  the  country  in  perpetual  peace*.' 
/*.  p.  554. 

'What  Is  written  without  effort  (said  Dr. Johnson)  is  in  general 
read  without  pleasure."    /b.  p.  sfio. 

Dr.  Johnson  wa.s  of  opinion  that  the  happiest,  as  well  as  the 
most  virtuous,  persons  were  to  be  found  amongst  those  who 
united  with  a  business  or  profession  a  love  of  Hteratxu-e '. 

He  was  constantly  earnest  with  his  friends,  when  they  had 
thoughts  of  marriage,  to  look  out  for  a  religious  wife '. 
•A  principle  of  honour  or  fear  of  the  world,'  added  he,  'will 
many  times  keep  a  man  in  decent  order,  but  when  a  woman 
loses  her  religion,  she,  in  general,  loses  the  only  tie  that  will 
restrain  her  actions.  Plautus,  in  his  Amphytrio*,  makes  Alcmena 
say  beautifully  to  her  husband^ 

'Kon  ego  illam  mifai  dolem  duco  essr,  quae  dos  (JidltiT, 
Sed  pudidti^Lcn,  el  pudnrem,  ct  sedatum  cupidioem, 
neum  iDciuiQ,  parcntutn  amorcm,  ct  cognaium  concoTdiam; 
Tibi  morigcra,  :itque  ut  mimifica  sim  bonis,  piosim  probis.' 

lb.  p.  599. 

36,  1771 :— 'One  always  prefers  lh« 
wisdom  of  one's  own  age.  My 
father's  nutxim,  QuUta  iton  mcziere, 
was  very  well  in  those  ignorant  days. 
The  science  of  government  is  better 
under  si  ood  now^so,  to  be  aure, 
whatever  is,  is  right.'  WaJpoJe's 
Litlers,  V.  39a, 

'  AnU,  i.  J3«».;  ii.  I3. 

*  Lift,  ii.  76. 

>  Act  ii.  8C.  2,  L  309. 

He 


'  Lift,  ii  363 ;  sHifc,  ii.  <&. 

*  For  Johnson's  altucks  on  Wal- 
polfc see /.»/a i.  139.  ui-  'Walpole's 
name,*  utys  Smollett  describing  the 
lasi  years  of  bis  nuuislry, '  was  seldom 
or  Dcver  mentioned  wiih  decency, 
except  by  bis  own  dependenis.'  Hist. 
ef  EnglanJ,  iii.  46.  !o  1773  'John- 
Km  dlU-d  Mr.  Pitt  a  meteor;  Sir 
Robert  Walpole  a  6xcd  star.'  Life, 
V.  339. 

HoTiioc  Wolpole  wr»tc  oa  M&rcb 
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He  was  one  day  asked  by  Mr.  Cator'  what  the  OpposhioB 

meant  by  their  flaming  speeches  and  violent  pamphlets  against 
Lord  North's  administration,  '  They  mean.  Sir,  rebelh'on,' said 
he,  'they  mean  in  spite  to  destroy  that  country  which  they  arc 
not  permitted  to  govern'.'    /&.  p.  600, 

Mrs.  Cottercll '  having  one  day  asked  him  to  introduM  her  to 
a  celebrated  ttriler ;  '  Dearest  Madam,*  reph'ed  he,  '  you  had 
better  let  it  alone ;  the  best  part  of  every  author  is  in  gencnl 
to  be  found  in  his  book'.'  This  idea  he  has  dilated  with  his 
usual  perspicuity  and  illustrated  by  one  of  the  most  appropriate 
Smiles  in  the  English  language  : — A  transition  from  an  autbx's 
book  to  his  conversation  is  too  often  like  an  entrance  into  a  largt 
city  after  a  distant  prospect:  remotely,  we  sec  nothing  but  spires 
of  temples,  and  turrets  of  palaces,  and  imagine  It  the  rcsidcooc 
of  splendour,  grandeur,  and  magnificence;  but  when  we  have 
passed  the  gates  we  find  it  perplexed  with  narrow  passed, 
di^raced  with  despicable  cottages.  cml>arrasscd  with.  obsinK- 
tions,  and  clouded  with  smoke'.    /&.  p.  600, 

The  learned  and  excellent  Charles  Cole*  having  once  OM- 
tioncd  to  him  a  book  lately  published  on  the  Sacrament',  he 
replied,  '  Sir,  1  look  upon  the  Sacrament  as  the  palladium  01 
religion ;  I  hope  that  no  profane  hands  will  venture  to  toudi 
it.'    /*.  p.  <Soi. 

On  being  asked  in  his  last  illness  what  physician  he  had  seol 


'  ^n/f,  i.  349*-  •  J^/*".  i"-  3'3- 

*  Johnson  eriid  10  Boswcll  in 
1781  :— '  Bctw«n  our8Clv»,Sir,  I  do 
not  nice  to  give  opposition  ihc  sxtis- 
factioD  of  knowing  how  much  I  di^ 
approve  of  the  minisiiy.*  t.ife,\v.  loo. 
For  his  contempt  of  h,  s¥«  also  ib.  iii. 
46,  3S&  ;  iv.  81.  139 :  ttMit,  x.  104. 

'  Letters^  ii.  393. 

*  'Admiration  begins  where  ac- 
quaintance ceases.'  JtamiUr,  No.  77, 

Rousseau,  in    Emile,  spciOcing  of 


Paris,  5ay5 ; — 'Ceox  qai  peoKiil  ^ 
suffit  de  lire  les  livns  qui  s^  ftnt « 
trontpcnt ;  00  apptmd  beaocMip  p^W 
dans  la  conversation  des  aDKun<)Be 
dans  leura  tivivs.'   CEitwrtf  ed.  178* 

'  JfamNrr,  No.  14. 

*  Pciliaps  Charles  Nalson  Cdc 
who  edited  Soame  Jenyn«*»  Worfi, 
1790- 

'  P«ibap9  the  book  mcattOBod  il 
Johnson's  Letters,  iL  204. 
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for, — *Dr.   Hebeiden,'   replied   he,  'uifimum  Rornanorum*^  the 
last  of  the  learned  physicians.'     /b.  p.  6oi. 

[The  three  following  anecdotes  attributed  to  Seward  In 
Crokcr's  BoswtU.  ix.  355,  I  have  failed  to  trace] 

Another  .xdmoiiition  of  his  was,  never  to  go  out  without  some 
little  book  or  other  in  their  pocket.  'Much  time,'  added  he 
'  is  lost  by  waiting,  by  travelling,  &c.,  and  this  may  be  prevented, 
by  nuking  use  of  every  possible  opportunity  for  impr.jvcment".' 

'The  knowledge  of  various  languages,'  said  he, '  may  he  kept 
up  by  occasionally  using  bibles  and  prayer-books  in  them  at 
church.' 

Sir  Joshan  Reynolds  in  his  picture  of  the  Infant  Hercules, 
palmed  for  the  Empress  of  Russia,  in  the  person  of  Tiresias  the 
soothsayer,  gave  an  adumbration  of  Johnson's  manner  \ 


*  '  Thou  Utst  of  alt  the   Romans, 
Care  ihce  well.' 
JuHus  Caesar,  Act  v.  «c.  3, 1.  99. 
S««  LttUrt,  ii.  95  n. ;  taiU,  i\.  1 54  «. 

'  0»  his  way  to  Harwich  'he  had 
In  his  pocket  Pomponius  Mela  dt 
Situ  Orbit,  which  he  read  occa- 
siooally.'    Li/e,  i.  465. 

'  'Tlic  subject  he  had  chiMcn  in 
albuion  10  the  power  of  Russia,  then 
tn  its  infancy — I  have  heard  Mr. 
Rogers  say  that  Reynolds,  who  was 
always  thinking  of  his  art,  wbs  one 
day  walking  near  BeaconsliGld,  when 
be  met  a  Rne  rosy  little  peasant 
bogr — awn  of  Burke's  bailiff.  Rcy- 
iK^a  patted  him  on  the  head,  and, 


after  luokin^  CAmestly  tn  his  face, 
said  :— "  I  must  give  more  colour  lo 
my  Infant  Hercules.""  Leshe  and 
Taylor's  Rfyitifl<fi,  li.  483. 

'  Reynolds  himself,  on  taking  leave 
of  ii,  previous  lo  its  departure  for 
Ru»9ia,  said:— "ihere  were  (en  pic- 
tures under  it,  some  better,  aomc 
worse." '  Northcote's  Reynolds,  ii. 
3ig. 

*  Mr.  Walpolc  suggested  to  Sir 
Joshua  [for  his  picture  for  the  Em- 
press) the  scene  Deptford,  and  the 
time  when  the  C»ar  Peter  was  re- 
ceiving a  ship-carpenter's  dress,  in 
exchange  for  his  own,  lo  work  in  the 
dock.'     H.  Morc's  Memoirs,  ii.  31. 


ANECDOTES  BY  GEORGE  STEEVENS 


[Published  in  the  European  Magasint^  January,  17S5,  p-i'. 
under  the  tide  of  JohMsomana.  The  editor  says  by  way  of 
introduction: — *Of  the  %'arious  anecdotes  of  Dr.  Johnson  which 
have  been  given  to  the  Public  Papers  we  select  the  present 
collection,  as  wc  have  every  reason  to  rely  on  their  auihemidly-' 

'These  anecdotes  were  contributed  by  Steevens  himself,  inrf 
if  they  are  not  altogether  fictitious,  their  language  is  cokwred  by 
their  brutality.'  W.  P.  CoURTNEV,  Diet.  Nat.  Bicg.  xi  371- 
One  or  two  of  them  which  are  told  by  Boswcll  I  have  omitted. 
Z^,  iv.  324.  For  Steevens's  malignancy  and  untruthfulness  set 
t^.  iil  i&i ;  \v.  178,  IV.  I.] 


I  HAVE  been  told,  Dr.  Johnson,  says  a  friend,  that  ytw 
translation  of  Pope's  Masiaii  was  made  either  as  a  commoe 
exercise,  or  as  an  imposition  for  some  negligence  you  had  been 
guilty  of  at  College '.  '  No,  Sir,"  replied  the  Doctor.  *  At  Pcnibrol* 
the  former  were  always  in  prose  %  and  to  the  latter  ^  I  would  not 
have  submitted.  I  wrote  it  rather  to  shew  the  tutors  what 
I  could  do,  than  what  1  was  willing  should  be  done.    It  ansu'Cioi 


'  Hawkins  (p.  15)  states  that   it 

was  imposFii  on  him  on  account  of 
bis  'absenimt;  himself  from  early 
prayers."  According  to  Boswell  he 
WHS  I'leked  by  lua  mior  lo  do  it  u 
a  Cbristnus  eiieidsc    U/e,  i.  61. 


'  For  oa«  of  Johmon's  excrdxi  • 
prose  see  ib.  i.  60,  «.  7. 

'  '  Johnson  never  used  ttw  pknsn 
Ikt  former  and  tJu  latUr.'  /*.  i»- 
190. 
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my  purpose ;  for  it  convinced  those  who  were  well  enough 
inclined  to  punish  me,  that  I  could  wield  a  5chola.r's  weapon  as 
often  as  1  was  menaced  with  arbitrary  inflictions.  Before  the 
frequency  of  persona]  satire  had  weakened  its  effect,  the  petty 
Tyrants  of  Colleges'  stood  in  awe  of  a  pointed  remark,  or 
a  vindictive  epigram.  But  since  every  man  in  his  turn  has 
been  wounded,  no  man  ts  ashamed  of  a  scar.* 

'  I  wrote  (said  Johnson)  the  first  seventy  lines  in  the  Vanity  of 
Human  Wishes  in  the  course  of  ore  morning,  in  that  small  house 
beyond  the  church  [at  Hampstead]*.     The  whole  number  was 


'  At  the  end  of  the  Pembroke 
buticry-book  <t(  Juhnson's  lime  1 
found  scribbled,  probably  by  w  ser- 
vitor:— 'Nothing  is  so  imperious  as 
a  Fellow  of  a  college  upon  his  own 
duDghiJ],  nothing  w  contCRipiibic 
abroad.' 

Benihnm  entered  Queen's  College, 
Oxford,  nt  the  age  <A  twelve.  '  His 
tutor  w-as  a  morose  and  gloomy  per- 
sonage, »our  and  repulsive— a  son  of 
Froicstant  monk.  His  only  anxiety 
about  his  pu(»]  wui  10  prevent  liJs 
baving  any  amusement.'  BenthiLni'* 
Works,  X.  37. 

John  Jnmes,  who  was  at  Queen's 
CoUci;c  in  177S,  writing  of  thuse  on 
the  Fotindxtba  says:— "The  more 
]  see  of  it,  tlie  more  do  I  Telicitute 
myself  that  1  did  not  enter  upon  it. 
1  could  not  bear  to  be  so  broiv- 
bcalcn.'  'Tht-ri-  is,'  he  says,  'such 
sn  uncharilablciiess  in  the  manners 
of  a  college,  such  ui  unfocisblc 
reserve  and  diiicgard  of  each  other's 
welfare,  that  I  never  can  Ibink  of 
ttkem  without  growing  out  of  humour 
with  «il  about  mc'  Ltlttrt  of  Rod- 
(iifft  and  James,  pp.  j6,  85. 

Vicesimus  Knox  wrote  in  17S1 : — 
'  The  principal  thing  required  is 
external  respect  from  the  juniors. 
However  ignorant  or  unworthy  .1 
•eniotr  fellow  may  be,  yet  the  slightest 


disrespect  ts  (realed  as  the  greatest 
crime  nf  which  an  academic  can  be 
guilty.'     Knox's  H'crks,  tv.  joi, 

ITie  gcnilemcn-coramoners,  to 
judge  from  Gibbun's  account,  were 
not  exposed  to  any  of  this  tyranny, 
Tfic  servitors  sulfered  from  it  most. 
The  ciimmDiicrs,  among  whom  was 
Johnson,  would  hare  bad  less  to 
feel. 

An  undci^raduatc  of  Trinity  Col- 
lege, Cambridge,  of  Bentleys  time, 
in  his  Jmitation  of  an  Od*  of  Horact 
(iii.  3  V  says  of  the  siudeni : — 

'  With    want    and    rigid    College 
laws 
Let  him  inur'd  betimes  comply/ 
Monk's  Bentley,  H.  173. 

'  '  Mrs,  Johnson,  for  the  salce  of 
countty  air,  had  lodgings  at  Hamp- 
stead, to  which  he  resorted  occasion- 
ally, and  there  the  greatest  part,  if 
not  tlie  whoie,  of  this  Jmilation  was 
written.'  U/f,  i.  193,  'I  wrote  (he 
said  I  a  hundred  lines  of  it  in  a  d&y.* 
lb.  ii.  15. 

'  Park  says  the  house  at  which 
Johnson  used  to  lodge  was  the  last 
house  in  Frognul,  southward,  occu- 
pied in  Park's  time  by  It.  C.  Stephen- 
son,Esq,'  \\ifvi\\A' ^Northern  HtigkH 
of  London,  ed.  1869,  p.  243. 

Steevens  lived  ai  Hampstead.    By 

enclosing  'at  Hampstead '  in  brackets 

composed 
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composed  before  I  threw  a  single  couplet  on  paper.  The  same 
method  I  pursued  in  regard  to  the  Prolc^ue  on  opetuog  Drury- 
Lanc  Thcatie.  I  did  not  x,ficrwards  change  more  than  a  word 
in  it.  and  that  was  done  at  the  reinoQstrancc  of  Ganick.  I  did 
not  think  his  crtticbni  juft ;  but  it  was  ncccssar>'  he  should  be 
satisfied  with  what  he  was  to  uner '.' 

To  a  Gentleman  who  expressed  hirmelf  in  disrespectful  icmu 
of  Blackmorc ',  one  of  whose  poetic  bulls  he  happcixrd  just  then 
to  recollect.  Dr.  Johnson  answered.'  I  hope  a  bliinder,  after  >'0«i 
have  heard  what  I  shall  relate,  will  not  be  reckoned  dcctsne 
against  a  poet's  reputation.  When  I  was  a  young  man,  I  tiuK- 
latcd  Addison's  Latin  poem  on  the  Baffle  of  tlie  Crams  ati 
Pygmies,  and  must  plead  guilty  to  the  following  couplet  :  — 

'  Down  from  the  guardian  boughs  the  nests  itcy  Aang, 
Ard  ktlVd  the  yrt  unanimttud  yoijng':* 

And  yet,  I  trust,  I  am  no  blockhead. — I  afterwards  ehaz^  tiie 
the  word  kill'd  into  crush" d." 

When  Dr.  Percy  first  published  his  Collection  of  Ancknt 
English  Ballads,  perhaps  he  was  too  lavish  in  commendation  of 
the  beautiful  simplicity  and  poetic  merit  he  supposed  himsdfto 
discover  in  them.  This  circumstance  provoked  Johnson  to 
observe  one  evening  at  Miss  Kcynold.<i'<i  tea  tabic,  that  he  could 
rhyme  as  well,  and  as  elegantly,  in  common  narrative  aod  cob* 
vcrsation*.     For  instance,  saj-s  he. 


he  appnrenily  wbbes  to  show  thai 
it  wus  there  that  Johnson  (Qld  him 
this  Tact. 

'  Li/t,  i.  tBi.     See  aitU,  ij.  6a. 
■  '1   defended   Blackmore's    siup- 
IMSed  lines,  which  have  been  ridiculed 
as  abaoLuiu  nunscnse  ;— 
"A   painted  veiil  Prince  Voltiger 
bad  on, 
Which  from   a  naked  Pict  bis 
gr&ndsiTc  wan."' 
IJft.  ii.  io8. 
'  Blackmore,   by   the    unremlcted 


cnmiiy  of  the  wits  whom  be  pnyrakal 
more  by  hi»  virtue  than  bii  dubw 
has  been  exposed  to  worse  trtatosit 
than  he  deserved."     Wt^kt,  vin.  <^ 
For  Locke's  admiration  of  Ktadnon 
sec  Warton's  Pope's  Wffrks,^\VaL, 
iv.  63  M. 
'  'Omnia  vasuret  miles, fiMiuiW 
necarei 
Irameritos,  vitamijac  abnunpoc 
imperfeclnm.* 
Addison's  Works,  ed.  t£63.  i  a|h 
*  /.t/f,  iLati;  iii.  1511. 

As 
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As  wiili  aiy  hat  upon  my  head 
I  walk'd  along  the  ^Sinnd, 
1  there  did  meet  another  man 
With  bis  hat  in  his  hand. 


Or  to  render  such  poetry  subsen'ient  to  my  own  immediate  use, 

I  therefore  pray  thee,  Rcnny'  dear, 
That  thou  wilt  give  to  r&c, 
With  cream  and  sugar  sofien'd  wcU, 
Another  dish  of  tea. 

Nor  fear  thai  I,  my  ^Dtle  maid. 
Shall  long  detain  the  cup, 
Wlien  once  unio  the  boitom  I 
Have  drunk  the  liquor  up. 

Yet  hear,  alas!  this  tnounifiil  truth, 
Nut  h«ar  it  with  a  frown  ; — 
Thou  c;Lntt  nvt  make  the  tea  so  fast 
As  I  can  gulp  it  down. 

And  thus  he  proceeded  through  several  more  sUnzas,  till  the 
Reverend  Critic  cried  out  for  quarter. 

'Pray,'  said  Garrlck's  mother  to  Johnson,  'What  is  your 
opinion  of  my  son  David  ? '  '  Why,  Madam,'  replied  the  Doctor, 
'  David  will  either  be  hanged,  or  become  a  great  ma.n  •-' 

When  Boh'ngbrolre  died,  and  bequeathed  the  publication  of  his 
works  to  Mallet,  Johnson  observed  : — '  His  Lordship  hns  loaded 
a  blunderbuss  against  Religion,  and  has  left  a  Scoundrel  to  pull 
the  trigger'.*  Being  reminded  of  this  a  few  years  ago,  the  Doctor 
exelaimed, '  Did  1  really  say  so?'  *  Yes,  Sir.'  He  replied,  *  I  am 
heartily  glad  of  it.' 

'You  knew  Mr.  Capet*,  Dr.  Johnson?'  'Yes,  Sir;  I  have  seen 


'  For  Johnson's  abbreviations  of 
naines  see  f-i/e,  »■  258. 

*  (iarriclc  wo*  n  pupil  of  Johnson's 
academy  al  Ldial.   Ante,  ii.  3J7> 

'  f.i/e,  i,  s68 ;  iiiug,  i.  408. 

*  Edw-ard  Cape!!.  '  Of  t!ie  Preface 
to  Capell'a  Shaktifeart,  Dr,  Johftson 
said:— "If  the  man  would  hai-ecome 
to  mc,  1  would  have  endeavoured  to 
endow  bis  purpose*  with  words ;  for, 


as  >l  is,  be  doth  gabble  monstrously." ' 
Life.  iv.  s- 

'  Defects  of  Btyfe  apart,  Ihis  prefitce 
was  by  far  the  most  valuable  contri- 
baiion  to  Shakespearian  criticism 
that  had  yet  appciircd,  and  the  text 
was  based  uixm  a  most  searching 
collation  of  all  the  Fohot  and  of  all 
the  Quanos  known  to  otisl  at  that 
luntt. . . .  His  unequalled  zeal  and  in- 
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him  at  Garrick's.'  'And  what  think  you  of  his  abilities?'  'They 
arc  just  sufficient.  Sir,  to  enable  him  to  select  the  black  hairs 
fixwn  the  white  ones,  for  the  use  of  the  periwig-makere.  Were 
he  and  I  to  count  the  grains  in  a  bushel  of  wheat  for  a  wager,  he 
would  certainly  prove  the  winner.' 

When  one  Collins,  a  sleep-compelling  divine  of  Herefordshire, 
with  the  assistance  of  Counsellor  Ha rdingc.  published  a  heavy 
half-crown  pamphlet  against  Mr.  Steevcns',  Garrick  asked  the 
Doctofj  what  he  thought  of  thb  attack  on  his  coadjutor. 
'  1  regard  ColKns's  performance,"  replied  Johnson,  'as  a  great  gun 
without  powder  or  shot.'  When  the  same  Collins  afterwards 
appeared  as  editor  of  Capcl's  Posthumous  Noies  on  Shakespeare, 
with  a  preface  of  his  own,  containing  the  following  words, 
'  A  sudden  and  most  severe  stroke  of  affliction  has  left  my  mind 
too  much  distracted  to  be  capable  [at  present]  of  engaging  in 
such  a  task  (that  of  a  further  attack  on  Mr.  Stcevens),  though 
I  am  prompted  to  it  by  inclination  as  well  as  duly', — the  Doctor 
asked  to  what  misfoi-tunc  the  foregoing  words  referred.    Being 


dustT)'  have  never  received  from  the 
public  ilu-  recognition  they  deserved.' 
Cambridge  Skakespenre,  ed.  1891,  i. 
PreTace,  pp.  37-8. 

'  John  Collins  wo^  in  charge  of 
the  parish  of  Lcdbtirj'  in  Hcrcford- 
fibire.  In  1777,  with  the  assisla-nce 
of  George  Hardinge,  he  published 
aa  anonymous  lecicr  in  refutation  of 
Stccvcns'scriiicismsofCapclL  Cflpcll 
bequeathed  to  him  a  lar;ge  sum  of 
money.  Vid.  Nat.  Bio£.  xi.  371 ; 
XX  iv.  340. 

Hardinge  is  aimed  at  tn  the  follow- 
ing lines  in  Den  Juan  (Canto  xjij. 
siania  8B) ; — 
'There   was  the  waggish  Welsh 
Judge,  Jefferies  Hardsman, 
In  his  grave  otiicc  so  completely 

skill-d. 
That  when   a  culprit   came  for 

condemnation, 
He  had  his  judge's  joke  for  con- 
iolatioo.' 


The  title  of  the  pamphlet  i».^Z*-//^ 
to  George  Hardinge,  Ett/.,  an  the  su^ 
Ject  0/  a  f'asMge  in  Afr.  Sirrvemt' 
Pre/act  to  his  Imprtstiont  ofSkitJit- 
ipeare.  London,  1777.  4I0,  price  thre« 
shillings.  LowiuiGs's  BiH.  Man.  p. 
3319- 

'  Collins,  in  his  Dedication  I0 
Lord  Dacrc  4not  in  his  Preface), 
accuses  Stecvens  of"  having  dressed 
up  his  volumes  [of  Shakespeare] 
throughout  by  appropriating  lo  him- 
self, without  reserve,  whatever  suited 
his  purpose  from  the  present  Author's 
edition,  with  which  he  disdiims  the 
slightest  ucquuintance.  Without  this 
detail  the  claim  i>f  the  true  owner  to 
what  h;is  heen  obtruded  upon  the 
t'uhlic  as  the  property  of  another  is 
tcfi  at  large  undecided  and  unas- 
serted." Kc  coniinucs  in  the  words 
(|U0tcd  by  Stecvcns,  though  after 
'  capable,'  '  at  present '  has  been 
omitted. 

told 
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told  that  Ifac  critic  had  lost  bis  wife,  Johnson  added, '  I  believe 
that  the  !o4s  of  teeth  may  deprave  the  voice  of  a  singer,  and  that 
lameness  will  impede  the  motions  of  a  dancing  master,  but 
I  have  not  yet  been  taught  to  regard  the  death  of  a  wife  as 
ihc  grave  of  literary  exertions.  When  my  dear  Mrs.  Johnson 
expired  I  sought  relief  in  my  studies,  and  strove  to  lose  the 
recollection  of  her  in  the  toils  of  literature'.  Perhaps,  however, 
I  wrong  the  feelings  of  this  poor  fellow.  His  wife  might  have 
held  tlic  pen  in  his  name.  Hinc  ills  lacltryma'.  Nay,  I  think 
I  ohscr^'c,  throughout  his  two  pieces,  a  woman's  irritability,  with 
a  woman's  impotence  of  revenge.'  Yet  such  were  JohnMins 
tender  remembrances  of  his  own  wife,  that  after  her  death, 
thout,Hi  he  had  a  whole  house  at  command,  he  would  study 
nowhere  but  in  a  garret  Being  a»ke<I  the  reason  why  he  chose 
a  situation  so  incommodious,  he  answered, '  Because  in  tliat  room 
only  I  never  saw  Mrs.  JohnsonV 

'What  think  you,  Dr.  Johnson, of  Mr.  M n's'  conversation?' 

*  I  think.  Sir,  it  is  a  constant  renovation  of  hope,  and  an  unvaried 
succession  of  disappointment' 

■  My  dear  Sir,  don't  disturb  my  feelings  (said  Garricfc  to 
Johnson  one  night  behind  the  .scenes);  consider  the  exertions 
I  have  to  go  through.*  'As  to  your  feelings,  David,*  replied 
Johnson, '  Punch  has  just  as  many;  and  as  for  your  exertions, 
those  of  a  man  who  cries  turnips  about  the  streets  are 
greater '.' 

'Were  you  ever.  Sir,  in  company  with  Dr.  Warburton?* 
'  I  never  saw  him  till  one  evening  about  a  week  ago.  at  the 
Bishop  of  St.  ■ 's*.     At  first  he  looked  surlily  at  mc;   but 


'  Set  ante,  i.  I3,  for  his  prayer 
•  as  preparatory  to  his  return  to  life 
to-morrow." 

"  TcreuM,  Anuria,  i.  i.  99. 

*  it  was  in  Gougli  Square  llint  he 
was  living;  at  the  time  nf  her  de^^th. 
It  was  in  an  uppur  raojn,  probably 
a  garrel,  that  Wn  assistants  in  the 
Dictionaiy  worked.    Life,  i.  \&^. 


*  Macklin.  Antf/ii.  3  )t.,uii  Li/e, 
ii.  izz. 

'  /iaff.  i.  457:  ii-4jS. 

'  The  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph.  Boi- 
well,  who  had  Kcn  this  account, 
wrlcec— 'If  I  am  rightly  infom^cd, 
after  3  c.iieful  enquiry,  ihey  [John- 
son anri  Warburton]  never  met  hut 
once,  which  was  at    ihc  house  uf 

after 
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after  wc  b&d  been  jostled  into  conversation,  he  took  me  to 
a  window-,  asked  me  some  questions,  and,  before  we  parted, 
was  so  well  pleased  with  me,  that  he  patted  me.'  'You  always, 
Sir,  preserved  a  respect  for  him?*  'Yes.  and  justly.  When 
as  yet  I  was  in  no  favour  with  the  world,  be  ^ake  well  of  me; 
and  I  hope  t  never  forgot  the  obligation '.' 


'Though  you  brought  a  Tragedy.  Sir,  to  Dniry-Lanc',  aod 
at  one  time  were  so  intimate  with  Garriclc.  you  never  appeared 
to  have  much  theatrical  acquaintance' — 'Sir,  while  I  had,  in 
common  with  other  dramatic  authors,  the  liberty  of  the  scenes, 
without  considering  my  admission  behind  them  as  a  favour. 
I  was  frequently  at  the  theatre.  At  that  period  all  the  wcudics 
knew  me,  and  dropped  mc  a  curtsey  as  they  passed  on  to  the 
stage  ^  But  .■unce  poor  Goldsmith's  la-'it  Comedy,  I  scarce 
reci.il3cct  having  seen  the  inside  of  a  playhouse*.  To  speak 
the  tnith.  there  is  small  encouragement  there  for  a  man  wtKtt 
sight  and  hearing  arc  become  so  imperfect  as  mine.  I  imy 
add,  that,  Garrick  and  Henderson'  excepted,  I  never  met  vi^ 


Mrs.  French,  in  London,  well  known 
for  ber  elegant  a  ti»cinblje»,  and  bring* 
ii^  eminent  characters  logetber.  The 
interview  proved  to  l>e  mutiuvlly 
aprctsibte.'    fJ/e,  iv.  4S. 

*  In  Ills  SkaJtesfitare  he  praised 
Johnson's  OiiervaHons  oh  Maibilk. 
ib.  i.  176.  For  Johgson'i  criti«isn) 
of  him  sec  anie,  i.  3S1. 

*  Afttt,  \.  3«6. 

■  See  Lije,  i.aoi  for  the '  considera- 
tions of  rigid  virtue'  which,  if  Gv- 
rick'a  stwry  is  to  be  irusied,  kept 
him  Trom  going  any  longer  tiehind 
the  %CKm& 

*  For  Sht  Stivps  tc  Cf/tfit^r  SM 
a.  iv.  32;.  Johnson  went  10  Mrs. 
Abin^on's  bcnelil  two  years  Inter. 
Ji.  ii.  524. 

*  Johnson,  spcakinf;  to  Henderson 
'of  K  ccrta.in  dramiitic  writer,  aaid, 
"  I  nevtr  did  ihc  man  .in  injury ;  but 
he  would  persist  in  reading  bis 
tragedy  lo  roe." '    /Jfi,  iv.  244,  n-  2. 


The   man   was    Joseph    Reed, 
author  (if  Didif.    N  ichoh,  LH,  / 
ix.  ti6. 

llcndrrsoa  died  less  than  *  f*^ 
after  Johnson  iGeM/rman's  .V<f»- 
nW,  17S5.  p.  913).  and  w2S  bmA 
in  WcstminstcT  Abbey  ckne  lo  him. 
Sec  the  PUn  in  .Stanley's  IVtt/miiu»f 
Abbty,  cd.  1 868,  p.  268. 

■  Cumberland  said  that  the  thne 
finest  pieces  of  acting  which  be 
had  ever  witnessed  were  Cinidi^ 
Lear.  Henderson's  FaliUiT.  ud 
Cooke's  lago.'  Rogers's  TatU-Taik. 
p.136- 

Macaulay,  recording  a  voyage  R 
Dublin,  dming  which  '  he  <mv 
through  Paradise  Lost  in  hit  httd,' 
says : — '  In  the  dialogue  at  the  cvl 
of  the  TouTtb  book  fiatan  and  Gfttncl 
became  to  mc  quite  like  two  <i 
Shakespeare's  men.  Old  Sharp  000 
told  me  that  Henderson  the  acw 
tised  to  say  to  bim  that  there  vu  m 
a  pcrfonna 
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a  pcrrurmer  who  had  studied  his  art,  or  could  give  an  intelligible 
reason  for  what  he  did  '.' 

Though  Dr.  Johnson  was  no  enemy  to  a  proper  and  well- 
timed  compliment,  he  would  sometimes  express  his  dislike  of 
awku'ard  and  hyperbolical  adulation.  To  a  literary  dame  *, 
who  had  persecuted  him  throughout  a  whole  afternoon  with 
coarse  and  irccjisant  flattery  (after  making  several  fruitless  efforts 
to  stop  her  career),  he  said,  and  loud  enough'  for  half  the 
company  present  to  hear — '  My  dear,  before  you  arc  so  lavish 
of  your  piaise,  you  ought  to  consider  whether  it  be  worth 
having." 

•  I  am  convinced  <sald  he  to  a  friend)  I  ought  to  b«  present 
at  divine  service  more  frequently  than  I  am;  but  the  provo- 
cations given  by  ignorant  and  afl''ecto(i  preachers  too  often 
disturb  the  mental  calm  which  otherwise  would  succeed  to 
prayer*.  I  am  apt  to  whisper  to  myself  on  such  occasions — 
How  can  this  illiterate  fellow  dream  of  fixing  attention,  after 
wc  have  been  listening  to  the  sublimcst  truths,  conveyed  in 
the  most  chaste  and  exalted  language,  throughout  a  Liturgy 
which  mu.st  be  regarded  as  the  genuine  offspring  of  piety 
impregnated  by  wisdom  ?  Take  notice,  however— though  I 
make  this  confession  respecting  myself,  I  do  not  mean  to 
recommend  the  fastidiousness  that  led  me  to  exchange  con- 
gregational for  solitary  worship.' — Dr,  Johnson,  notwithstanding, 
was  at  Strcatham  church  when  the  unfortunate  Dodd's  first 
application  to  him  was  made.  The  Doctor  went  out  of  his 
pew  immediately,  wrote  a  suitable  reply  to  the  letter  he  had 


belter  acting  scene  in  the  English 
druna  than  llii».  I  now  felt  the 
truth  of  the  ciiiicism.'  Trevclyan's 
Ma^auiay,  ed.  1877,  ii.  265. 

'  ■  1  shoald  like  (wrot«  Sir  Walter 
Scott),  if  it  were  possible,  to  ana- 
tomise Mis.  Siddon^  intellect,  tliat 
we  mighi  discover  tn  what  her  un- 
rivmlted  art  consisted;  she  has  not 
niKh  »ense,  and  still  less  sound 
taste,  DO  reading  but  in  her  pro- 
fe«$ion,    and    with   a    view  to    the 


boards,  and  on  the  whole  has  alwftys 
seemed  lo  me  a  vjiin,  foolish  wonun 
spoiled  (and  no  wonder)  by  un- 
bounded adulation  to  a  degree  that 
deserved  pmise  lasted  faint  on  her 
palate.'  Famtlinr  Lttttrs,  Boston, 
1S94.  ii.  42. 

'  Hannah  More.  A«U,  L  373; 
ii,  I79»<. 

'  For  his  'great  reluctance  to  go 
to  Church,'  Ecc  Lift,  i.  67,  and  for  his 
Irregular  anendance,  anu,  i.  81. 

received 
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received,  and  afterwards,  when  he  related  this  cinnimsuncc; 
added, — '  I  hope  I  shall  be  pardoned,  if  for  once  I  deserted 
the  service  of  God  for  that  of  man '.' 

On  the  night  before  the  publication  of  the  first  edition  of 
his  Shakespeare ',  he  supped  with  some  friends  in  the  Temple, 
who  kept  him  up, '  nothing  lothV  till  past  five  the  next  momiRg. 
Much  pleasantry  was  jjassing  on  the  subject  of  commentatorA^; 
when,  all  on  a  sudden,  the  Doctor,  looking  at  his  watch,  cried 
out — 'This  is  sport  to  you,  gentlemen;  but  you  do  not  con- 
sider there  are  at  most  only  four  hours  between  me  ud 
criticism.' 

Previous  to  this  convivial  meeting,  Mr.  Tonsoo*  had  doired 
a  gentleman  to  ask  our  Author  if  he  could  ascertain  the  number 
of  his  subscribers?  'No,*  replied  the  Doctor;  'two  materia 
reasons  forbid  even  a  guess  of  mine  on  the  subject — I  have  loft 
all  the  names,  and  spent  all  the  money.  It  came  in  small 
portions,  and  departed  in  the  same  manner*.' — There  wrt 
afterwards  receipts  for  near  a  thousand  copies  carried  ii  to 
Tonson  ^. 

'  I   have  seldom   met  with  a  man  whose  colloquial  ability 

exceeded  that  of  Mallet  ^    I  was  but  once  in  Sterne's  cotnpuf. 

and  then  his  only  attempt  at  merriment  consisted  in  his  diqiUy 
of  a  drawing  too  indecently  gross  to  have  delighted  even  in 
a  broiheP.  C'olman  never  produced  a  luckier  thing  than  hi* 
first  Ode  in  ridicule  of  Gray.  A  cotifidcrable  part  of  it  may 
be  numbered  among  those  felicities  which  no  man  has  Cvioe 


'  He  was  in  church,  Bnswell  sayn, 
when  a  later  leltcr  of  Dodd's  rc.i'Chcd 
him.  '  lie  stooped  doivn  and  read 
it,  and  wroic  wlicn  he  went  home  the 
following  letter  for  Dr.  Dodd  to  the 
King.*    Lifi,  iii.  144. 

•  Life,  i.  496- 

*  Paradise  Lest,  ix.  1039. 

•  Life,  i.  33?,  n.  3. 
'  Jh.  iv.  III. 

*  For  each  copy  Johrscn,  1  believe, 
received    a   guinea.     Letters,   i.  68, 


'  '  His  convcTBation  was  cIcsMl 
And  cjisy.  The  rest  of  hit  ctuncto 
mny,  wiihoui  injiu?  to  bis  dKnMVi 
sink  into  silence*  Warks,  viiLtfil; 
Li/t,  \.  368,  M.  I. 

■  In  Murray's  Jakmt»m*ii^  A 
1S36,  p.  133,  Sterne  is  dunj^ol  inU 
J/ume.  'Johnson. "ThenunStemt, 
1  have  been  told,  has  hadenKa£«in<Ai 
for  three  months."  GOLDSMItB- 
".And  a  very  duU  fellow,"  JoUKSOK- 
"  Why  no.  Sir." '     iJ/e,  IL  221. 

attained 
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attained'.  Gray  was  the  very  Torri'  of  poetry.  He  played 
his  coruscations  so  ^eciously,  that  his  steel-dust  U  raisUken 
by  many  for  a  shower  of  gold.' 

At  one  period  of  the  Doctor's  life,  he  was  reconciled  to  the 
bottle*.  Sweet  wines,  however,  were  his  chief  fevouritcs- 
When  none  of  these  were  before  him,  he  would  -wmetimes 
drink  Port,  with  a  lump  of  sugar  in  every  glass*.  The  strongest 
liquors,  and  in  very  large  quantities,  produced  no  other  effect 
on  him  than  moderate  exhilaration.  Once,  and  but  once,  he 
is  known  to  have  had  his  dose';  a  circumstincc  which  he 
himself  discovered,  on  finding  one  of  his  sesquipedalion  words 
hang  fire.  He  then  started  up.  and  gravely  observed — '  I  think 
it  time  we  should  go  lo  bed*.'     After  3  ten  years'  forbearance 


'  "The  Oda  to  Obsatriiy  and  Ob- 
Utritm.  in  ridicule  of  "ctsol  Maioti 
and  warm  Gray,"  bevnft  mentioned, 
Johnson  said,  "  Tliey  are  Colman's 
best  [hiiiKs." '    IJfe,  it.  334. 

Cray  wroi«oftliciti  m  July,  I760: — 
'  I  believe  his  Odes  sell  no  more  than 
mine  did,  for  I  saw  a  liciip  of  them 
lie  in  a  booksclJcr's  window,  who 
recommended  them  to  me  as  a  very 
prttty  tiling.'  Gray's  Works,  ed. 
iSs8,  Hi.  2Sa 

'Gray  Itn  whom  nothing  is  wani'^ 
mg  to  render  him,  perhjips,  the  first 
poet  in  the  English  language  but  to 
have  written  a  litllc  morci  is  said  to 
have  heen  sn  much  hurt  by  a  foolish 
and  impertinent  parody  of  (wo  of  his 
iincst  odes,  that  he  never  aftcrwnrds 
tttempted  any  considerable  work.' 
Adam  Smith's  Theory  n/  Morai 
SftifimfHh,  cd.  tSoi,  j.  155. 

*  Sec  U/e,  iv.  334,  for  Johnson's 
going  tci  sec  'the  celebrated  Torre's 

■  fireworks  ai  Marybone  Gardens.' 

*  lb.  i,  103.  It.  3  ;  rtn/c,  i,  317. 

*  It  is  not  10  be  supposed  that 
when  '  University  College  witnessed 
him  drink  three  bottles  of  port  with- 
out being  the  worse  for  it'  («A  iti. 

VOL.  II.  y 


34$),  he  put  a  tump  oF  sugar  into 
every  one  of  his  thirty-six  glasses. 
No  Oxford  common-rftom  would  ha\-e 
stood  it.  Goawcll,  who  drank  port 
with  liim  till  either  the  wine  made 
his  head  ache,  or  the  sense  his  friend 
put  into  it  {id.  m.  381),  make*  no 
mention  of  ihia  sugar. 

*  '  Dose  is  often  used  of  the  utmost 
quantity  of  strong  liquor  that  a  man 
cun  swallow.  He  has  his  dosf,  that 
\%,  he  can  carry  off  no  more,'  John- 
son's DUtionniy. 

•  '  Sir  Joshua  informed  a  friend 
that  he  had  never  seen  Dr.  Johnson 
intoxicated  by  hard  drinking  but 
once,  and  that  happened  at  ttie  time 
that  they  were  together  in  Devon- 
shire, when  one  night  iifier  supper 
Jobminn  drank  three  botllc*  of  wine, 
whic^h  atTecietJ  his  s]>cech  so  much 
lh.it  he  was  unable  to  articulate 
a  hard  word,  which  occurred  in  the 
course  of  his  comrersation.  He  «i- 
leinptcd  it  three  times  but  bitcd :  yet 
at  IaiI  nccompllshed  it,  and  then 
said,  "  Weill  Sir  Joshua,  I  think  ii  is 
now  lime  to  go  to  bed."'  Nonb> 
cote's  Lift  of  Rtynolda,  ti.  161. 

Johnson  did  not  say  '  Sir  Joshua,' 

of 
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of  every  fluid,  except  tea  and  sherbet,  '  I  drank,*  said  he,  'one 
glass  of  wine  to  the  health  of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  oo  the 
evening  of  the  day  on  which  he  was  knighted.  I  ne\*er  swallowed 
another  drop  till  old  Madeira  was  prescribed  to  me  as  a  cordial 
during  my  present  indisposition ',  but  this  liquor  did  not  relish 
as  formerly,  and  I  therefore  discontinued  it.' 

Ever>*  change,  however,  io  his  habits,  had  invariable  rcfoence 
to  that  insanity  which,  from  his  two-and- twentieth  year,  he 
had  taught  himself  to  apprehend'.  Whether  he  had  once 
suffered  from  a  tcmporafy  alienation  of  mind,  or  catpeded  il 
only  in  consequence  of  some  obscure  u-arning  he  supposed 
himself  to  have  received,  will  always  remain  a  secret.  To 
dispel  the  gloom  that  so  con.'rtantly  oppressed  hira,  he  linJ 
originally  recourse  (o  wine  After«'ards,  he  suspected  danger 
from  it  ^ :  '  For  (said  he)  what  ferments  the  spirits  may  a[» 
derange  the  intellects,  and  the  means  employed  to  counteract 
dejection  may  hasten  the  approach  of  madness.  Even  find 
substantia]  melancholy  is  preferable  to  a  state  in  which  wcc3« 
ncitlicr  amt--nd  tlie  future,  nor  solicit  mercy  for  the  past' 
Impressed  as  he  was  wilh  such  ideas,  each  precaution  be  could 
adopt  appeared  hazardous  in  its  turn.  Even  his  favourite  W 
had  been  gradually  drunk  by  him  in  reduced  quantiticj,  aod 
at  last  was  totally  laid  aside.  Milk'  became  its  substitutt; 
and  he  looked  forward  to  the  spring,  when  he  expected  bii 
new  beverage  wtiuld  prove  yet  more  salutary.  '  Perhaps  fay 
he)  I  shall  conclude  with  what  I  ought  to  have  bc^n.  Mil 
was  designed  for  our  nutriment ;  tea  and  similar  potations  ut 
all  adscititious.' 


.as  It  was  in  1762  (hat  ihcy  vi»Ited 
Devonshire;  Reyndds  was  kntKhied 
OB  April  81,1769.  Taylor's  .fftywo/rfj, 
i.  3"i- 

'I  used  to  slink  home  ijolirsnn 
said  I  when  I  hiid  rtiunk  too  niiKh.' 
J-i/f,  iii.  3S9.     See  alio  ii>.  i.  94. 

'  li.  iv.  73. 

*  It.  i.63  :  iii,  175  ;  <""'.  '■  472- 

'  '  Melancholy,  Indeed  (said  John- 


son) should  be  divened  by  (WT 
means  but  drinking.'  U/t.  lii>  V 
See  also  i'^.  i.  377,  n.  i. 

*  Oa  Nov.  14.  »78i.  he  wwie:- 
■  Here  »  Doctor  Taylor,  by  s  1^ 
luit-  aclhcT«iioc  to  bn»<!  aad  oA 
wilh  a  hettcT  appearance  af  bukb 
than  he  has  had  for  a  long  liinc  T>A 
LttUrsy  ii.  136. 
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At  last,  perhaps,  his  death  was  accelerated  by  his  own  im- 
prudence. If  '  a  little  learning  is  a  dangerous  thing '  '  on  any 
speculative  subject,  it  is  eminently  more  so  in  the  practical 
science  of  physic.  Johnson  was  too  frequently  his  own  patient'. 
In  October,  [17H4.]  just  before  he  came  to  London,  he  had 
taken  an  unusual  dose  of  .squills,  but  without  effect  \  He 
swallowed  the  same  quantity  on  his  arrival  here,  and  it  pro- 
duced a  most  violent  operation.  He  did  not,  as  he  afterwards 
confessed,  reflect  on  the  difference  between  the  perished  and 
tncfl^cicious  vegetable  he  found  in  the  country,  and  the  fresh 
and  potent  one  of  the  same  kind  he  was  sure  to  meet  with 
in  town.  'You  find  mc  xt  present/  says  he,  '  suffering  from 
a  prescription  of  my  own.  When  1  am  recovered  from  its 
consequences,  and  not  till  then,  I  shall  know  the  true  state 
of  my  natural  malady."  Krom  this  period,  he  took  no  medicine 
without  the  approbation  of  Heberden.  What  follows  is  known 
by  all,  and  by  all  lamented— ere  now,  perhaps — even  by  the 
prebends  of  Westminster  \ 

Dr.  Johnson  confessed  himself  to  have  been  sometimes  ia 
the  power  of  bailiffs.  Richardson,  the  author  of  Clarissa,  was 
bis  constant  friend  on  such  occasions*.  ^I  remember  writing  to 
bim,'  said  Johnswn, '  from  a  sponging  house ;  and  was  so  sure 
of  my  deliverance  through  his  kindness  and  liberality,  that, 
before  his  reply  was  brouyht,  I  knew  I  could  afford  to  joke 
with  the  rascal  who  had  me  in  custody,  and  did  so,  over  a  pint 
of  adulteraied  wine,  for  which,  at  that  insliint,  I  had  no  money 
to  pay*.' 


*  Pope,  Ettay  en  Criiidtm,  1,215. 
'  U/r.  in.  Ija:  l.ttttrs,  ti.  165  ». 

*  On  August  16  \vt  had  written  lo 
Dr.  Brocklcsby:— 'The  squills  1  have 
Doi  neglected ;  for  1  have  laken  more 
than  100  drops  a  day.  and  one  day 
took  350.'  On  ihe  i9ih  he  wrote:— 
'The  &quill3  have  every  EufirTagc, and 
tn  ibe  squills  wc  will  rest  for  ihc 
present.'    Life,  iv.  355. 

*  Anit,  i.  449  n.  \  ii.  137  n. 
'  Li/e,  i.  303 ;  LtUtri,  i.  61. 


'  Lifoy  i.  304  »• 

Johnson  defines  a  ifluKging-houtt 
ns  'a  house  to  which  dt;biors  are 
taken  before  conimitmcnt  lo  prison, 
where  the  bailiffs  sponge  upon  l\\ent, 
tit  riot  at  their  cost."  Why  in  all 
likelihood  Johnson  ordered  the  wire 
iscxphinctl  in  the  followinR  passaRe 
in  Ficldinc's  Anteliu,  ISk.  viii.  ch. 
10:— '"Whai  say  you  (said  the 
b&ililf  to  Booth)  to  a  glass  of  white 
wine,  or  >  tiff  of  punch,  by  way  of 
4  It 
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It  has  been  already  observed,  that  Johnson  had  lost  the  sight 
of  one  of  his  eyes'.    Mr.  Ellis',  an  ancient  gentleman  qow 


whet?"  **!  have  loW  you,  Sir, 
[  never  drink  in  ihc  laoming,"  erica 
U(xHh  a  lillle  peeviihly.  "  No  offeuc«. 
I  hope.  Sir,'" laid  the  bailiff;  "  I  hnpe 
1  have  ntrt  trcued  you  wilh  any  in- 
civility. I  don't  atk  any  xcntkrmsn 
lo  cull  W  liquor  in  tny  house,  if  he 
dotti  not  diDOGC  ji :  nor  f  don't 
des-ie  anybody  to  stay  here  Innger 
than  thef  have  a  mind  to. — New- 
gale, 10  be  sure,  i»  the  place  for  all 
debtors  that  can't  find  bait  .  .  ■  I'd 
have  )'ou  coniider  Ibat  the  twenty- 
four  hours  appointed  by  Act  of 
Parliament  are  almost  out ;  and  so 
it  is  time  to  lliink  of  rcmoviof;."  , , . 
"  I  did  not  think  (said  Hfwthl  lo  have 
otTcmlt^d  you  so  much  by  refuting  to 
drink  in  n  morning.'" 

In  Jf3sph  Andravs,  Ilk.  iii.  cb.  5, 
the  prison  is  dcsciibed  lo  which  the 
debtor  was  transferreil ;  where  "he 
was  crowded  in  wilh  a  great  number 
of  micerable  wretches,  in  comnion 
with  whom  be  was  desiiiute  of  every 
convenience  of  life,  even  that  which 
ntl  the  brutes  enjoy,  wholesome  air.' 
See  also y<m<f/A(i/t  IfiV</,  Bk.  L  cb.  4. 

John  Howard  describes  how  'all 
sorts  of  prisoners  are  confined 
together  1  debtors  and  felons.'  'One 
cause  (be  adds)  why  ihc  rooms  in 
some  prisons  are  so  Ltose  is  perhaps 
the  window-lax,  which  the  gaolers 
have  to  pay  ;  this  tempts  th::ni  lo 
stop  ihc  windows,  and  stifle  their 
pri.tonKTs.  In  many  Gaols,  and  in 
most  Bridewells,  there  is  no  allow- 
ance of  straw  for  prisoners  lo  sleep 
on.  The  frequL-nl  cjTect  of  confine- 
ment in  prison  seems  jienerally  under- 
stood, and  shews  how  full  of  em- 
phnticai  meaning  la  the  curse  of  a 
severe  creditor,  wbn  pronounces  his 
debtor's  doom  to   kcrr   in    Gaol.' 


SfiU  ef  the  Prittna,  ed.  I777i  W 
lj-17. 

[n  the  Aitnual  RegisUr,  1^  i. 
1 14,  is  (he  account  of  a  dUdurgc  of 
a  debtor  after  twenty-seven  j-ear^ 
tmprisonmcni.  under  an  Act  fiar  the 
Kdief  of  In'iolvrnt  Debtors.  Kelnl 
not  been  guilty  of  'frsuduicnt 
tion,*  neither  had  he  been  'a 
Id  the  Crown,'  othervrise  he 
not  have  had  the  benefit  of  ibe  Aa 
GftttUmiui's  Atagaxirut  1 769i  p>  >£& 
■  IJff.\.Ai. 

•  '  It  is  wonderful.  Sir  (»d  }<*•• 
son),  what  is  to  be  found  in  taaiM, 
The  most  literary  conv«r$atiM  tliit 
I  ever  enjo)'cd  was  at  Ibe  table  of 
Jack  Ellis,  a  money-scrivener,  bebiad 
the  Royal  Exchange,  with  wboei  1 U 
one  period  used  to  dine  {EKiaDy 
nnce  a  week.'     /b.  iii.  }|, 

Jeremy  Bentham  said,  M  nrpfcd 
at  the  Mitre  Tavern  once,  •'ben  ii«j 
exhibited  a  complete  service  1/ pint 
V^'c  came  to  bear  Johnson'i  food 
ihingi.  There  was  IlkkcnnC— 
there  was  EUia,  the  lost  scnvracrtf 
the  City  of  Lomlon.  who  died  al  te 
age  of  ninety-four,  a  pleasant  idc 
fellow,— there  was  Hook,  aod  tket 
was  Goldsmith.  Dut  I  was  ufiy 
with  (loldsmith  for  wriiinc  ihc 
Desified  VMigt.  I  Kked  i»«*i^ 
gloomy;  besides  it  was  not  vm, 
for  there  were  no  such  viliiak 
ncniham's  War/ts.iL.  134.  Beo^aiA 
father  had  been  Cleric  ta  tbt 
Scriveners'  Company,     /3.  p.  179. 

Milton's  father  and  Gray's  filbs 
were  scriveners.  Johnsoo's  Wvh, 
vii.  66;  viii.  476. 

Johnson  defines  monty  ttnvmi 
as  '  one  who  raises  money  (or  otkA' 
and  t[iioies  a  passage  from  ArbufaaMi 
where  it  is  said  :— '  Such  (dlowi  iR 
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living  (author  of  a  very  happy  burlesque  translation  of  the 
thirteenth  book,  added  tn  the  .^vncid  by  Maflei  Vegio'),  was 
ID  the  same  condition;  but,  some  years  after,  while  he  was  at 
Margate,  the  sight  of  his  eye  unexpectedly  returned,  and  that 
of  its  fellow  became  as  .suddenly  extinguished.  Concerning  the 
particulars  of  this  singular  but  authenticated  event,  Dr.  John- 
son was  studiously  inquisitive,  and  not  without  reference  to 
his  own  case.  Though  he  never  made  use  of  glasses  to  asast 
his  sight,  he  said  he  could  recollect  no  production  of  art  to 
which  m.an  has  superior  obligations'.  He  mentioned  the  name 
of  the  original  inventor'  of  spectacles  with  reverence,  and  ex- 
pressed his  wonder  thAt  not  an  individua.1,  out  of  the  multitudes 
who  had  profited  by  them,  had,  through  gratitude,  written  the 
life  of  so  great  a  benefactor  to  society. 

His  knowledge  in  manufactures  was  extensive,  and  his  com- 
prehension relative  to  mechanical  contrivances  was  still  more 
extraordinary*.  The  well  known  Mr.  Arkwright  pronounced 
him  to  be  the  only  person  who,  on  a  first  view,  understood  both 
the  principle  and  powers  of  his  most  complicated  piece  of 
machinery  \ 


Kke  your  wire-drawing  mills,  if  they 
gM  tiold  of  a  man's  finger  they  will 
ptdl  in  his  whole  body  at  last.' 
Saivener  he  defines  as:--'i.  One 
who  draws  contracts,  i.  One  whose 
business  is  to  place  money  ut  interest.' 
'  The  Company  of  Scriveners,  being 
reduced  to  lowcircumauncUiihnLii^ht 
proper  to  sell  their  Halt  in  Noble 
Street  to  th«  Coaehmakcrs'  Com- 
pany.'   Dodaley's  Leiul<m,   I7&t,  v. 

■  /Jfi.\\\.i\.n.  I. 

*  Swift  refused  to  use  them.    PmI, 

p.  345  »• 

'  'Some  writers  attribute  Ihe  in- 
veation  to  Alexander  S[>ina,  ^  monlc 
of  PiM,  who  died  about  1299  or 
1300  ;  but  the  invention  of  nugnlfy- 
ing-glasaci  by  Roger  Bacon,  who 
died  some  yrjua  before  that  time, 
jnstifie)  the  supposition  that  some- 


thintr  like  what  are  now  called 
spectacles  were  vn  use  at  least  several 
years  earlier.'  Penn^  CydaJxtcUa, 
xai,  328.    Sec  also  it,  iii.  344. 

*  'Dr.  Johnson  this  morning  ex- 
pbined  to  us  alt  the  opctalJon  of 
coining,  mid,  &i  night,  all  the  opera- 
tion oi  brewing,  so  very  clearly,  chat 
Mr.  M'Queeo  said,  when  he  tiea.rd 
the  first,  he  thought  he  liad  been 
bred  in  the  Mint ;  when  he  heard 
the  second,  that  he  h.id  hceii  bred 
a  brewer.'  Li/e,v. 21%.  '  Last  night 
he  gave  us  an  account  of  the  whole 
process  of  tanning — and  of  the  nature 
of  milk,  and  the  various  operations 
upon  it,  as  making  whey,  Slc'  lb. 
s.ii/b.  See  also  I'd.  V.  134  forhistilk 
about  the  maaufaclure  of  gunpowder, 
p.  363  for  his  talk  about  threshing 
and  thatching,  and  ante,  it.  1 1 8. 

^  Johnson  was  wen3c<]uainted  with 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Johnson  delighted  in  the  company  of  womco.  'There 
are  few  things.'  he  wtiuld  say, '  that  we  so  unwilliriKly  give  t^, 
even  in  an  advanced  age,  as  the  supposition  that  we  have  stiU 
the  power  of  ingratiating  ourselves  with  the  Fair  Sex.'  AoMBC 
his  singtilaritica,  his  love  of  conversing  with  the  prostitates 
whom  he  met  with  in  the  streets  was  not  the  least.  He  has 
been  Icnou-n  to  cariy  some  of  these  unfortimate  creatures 
a  tavern,  fur  the  sake  of  striving  to  awaken  in  them  a 
sense  of  their  condition.  His  younger  friends  now  and  then 
afTcctcd  to  tax  him  with  1c3<c  chastised  intentions.  Rut  he  wiTuld 
answer — '  No  Sir ;  we  never  proceeded  to  the  Opus  AfagHMm. 
On  the  cuntraiy,  I  have  ntther  been  disconcerted  and  shocknl 
by  the  replies  of  these  giddy  wenches,  than  flattered  or  divertol 
by  their  tricks.  I  remember  asking  one  of  them  for  what 
purpose  she  supposed  her  Maker  had  bestowed  on  her  so  raucb 
beauty?  Her  answer  was — "To  please  the  gentlemen,  to  be 
sure ;  for  what  other  use  could  it  be  given  me '  ?  *" 

The  Doctor  is  known  to  have  been,  h'ke  Savage,  a  very  late 
visitor*;  yet  at  whatever  hour  he  returned,  he  never  went  to 
bed  without  a  previous  call  on  Mrs.  Williams,  the  blind  lady 
who  for  so  many  years  had  found  protection  under  tiis  rDof*> 
Coming  home  one  morning  between  four  and  five,  he  said  to 
her,  'Take  notice,  Madam,  that  for  once  I  am  here  before  otben 
are  asleep.  As  I  returned  into  the  court,  I  ran  against  a  knot 
of  bricklayers,'  'You  forget,  my  dear  Sir,'  replied  she,  'that 
these  people  have  all  been  a-bcd,  and  are  now  preparing  fa" 
their  day's  work.'  'Is  it  so,  then,  Madam?  I  confess  thit 
circumstance  had  escaped  mc  '.' 

'  Garrick,  I  hear,  complains  that  I  am  the  only  popular  author 

ihc  spinning-machine  invcDicd  by 
Lcwii  I'^ul.  which  was  in  many  re- 
spects imitated  by  Arkwrighi  in  his 
machine.    Ltiters,  i.  6,  n.  3. 

'  £//^,i.223«.j  iv. 321,396;  ante, 
u.  313. 

»  Ufe,  i.431. 

'  'The  Uulce  of  Devonshire  (the 
hiuband  of  th«  bcduufu)  Duchess 
whom  Reynolds  painted]  when  walk- 


ing home  from  Brookea's  ^ont  ^■ 
bre.iic  used  frei^uentty  to  past  tte 
stall  of  a  cobbler  who  had  alxo^ 
comiuenced  bit  woric  As  ibey  «tn 
the  only  persons  stirhnj;  in  tia( 
qi.aiter,  they  always  i^ied  nch 
other.  "Good  night,  (rifjid,"  s»4 
the  Duke.  "Cw>d  momimg,  S*.' 
suid  die  cubblcr.'  Rogers's  T^if 
Taik,f.  191. 
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of  his  time,  who  has  exhibited  no  praise  of  him  in  print ' ;  but  he 
is  mistaken ;  AkciMidc  has  forborn  to  mention  him '.  Some, 
indeed,  arc  lavish  in  their  applause  of  all  who  come  within  the 
compass  of  their  recollection.  Yet  he  who  praises  everybody 
praises  nobody.  Wkcn  both  scales  arc  equally  loaded,  neither 
can  prepond  crate  ^' 

Perhaps,  said  a  gentleman,  a  Cong^<rEtire  has  not  the  force 
of  a  positive  command,  but  implies  only  a  strong  recommenda- 
tion.— 'Yes  {replied  Johnson,  who  overheard  him),  just  such 
a  recommendation  as  if  I  should  throw  you  out  of  a  three  pair  of 
stairs  window,  and  recommend  you  to  fall  to  the  ground*.' 


*  *|  compbined  thai  he  had  Dot 
mentioned  Garrick  in  bU  Prelace  co 
Shakspeare ;  and  asked  hitn  if  he 
did  nut  admire  him.  Johnson. 
"  Yts,  a*  "a  poor  player,  *])o  frets 
and  struts  his  hour  upcrn  the  slajfe  ;' 
—as  B  shadow."  Hoswkli.  "  But 
has  he  not  brought  Stiakspcorc  inlu 
notice?"  Johnson.  "Sir,  lo  allow 
ihai,  would  be  to  luinpoon  the  :ige."' 
U/t,  ii.  92. 

He  did  worse  limn  not  mention 
htm  in  the  Pn-face ;  he  reflected 
upon  him,  (haugb  not  by  name,  as 
*a  not  very  cumtnunicativccoUeaor' 
of  rxie  copies  of  Stiakespcarc.  lb. 
ii.  192.  However  he  ciied  htm  in 
llis  Dictionary.  lb.  \v.  4.  In  the 
Preface  he  says:—'  My  purpose  was 
to  admit  no  testimony  of  living 
authors,  that  I  might  not  be  misled 
by  paitiaJity,  and  thai  nonf  of  my 
conicmporuics  might  have  reason  to 
complain :  nor  have  I  dcparicd  from 
this  resolution,  but  when  some  per- 
formance of  uncommon  evrellence 
excited  my  vcncr^lion,  when  my 
nienx>ry  supplied  me  ftom  laic  bfmks 
with  an  example  that  was  wanting, 
or  when  my  heart,  in  the  tenderness 
of  fr'iendship,  solicited  admission  for 
a  fa-vouti:e  name.'      Wttrks,  v.  39. 

For  his  mention  of  Goiriek  in  the 


Liv(s  of  the  Poets,  see  l-ife,  L  81. 

'  Johnson  must  have  got  the  know 
iedge  of  this  fact  second-hand,  for  he 
could  not  lead  Akcnsidc's  Pletuurtt 
of  Imagination  thnjugh.    Ifr.  ii.  164. 

'  ■  Sur    quelque    pr#f(!rcncc    une 
estime  se  fondc, 
£t  c'esi  it'cstimcr  ricn  qu'  es- 
timer  tout  le  monde.' 
Moliijre,  J.e  Mitnnlhrnfif.  i.  1. 

*  '  A  gentleman  having  said  that 
a  cong^  iTiUrs '  has  noi,  pcrliups,  the 
force  of  a  command,  Ijut  may  be 
considered  only  as  a  strong  recom- 
mendiitiun;  "Sir,  (replied  Johnson, 
who  overheard  him, J  it  is  such  a  re* 
commenda.tion,  as  if  1  should  throw 
yonoutofa  two-pair  of  stairs  window, 
and  recommend  to  you  to  fall  sofL"  ' 
Li/e.  iv.  323. 

Bosweli  says  in  a  note:— 'This 
has  been  printed  in  other  publica- 
tions, "fcill  /(»  Me  grounds*  Ilul 
Johnson  himself  gave  me  the  true 
expression  which  he  had  used  as 
above;  meaning  that  the  recommen- 
dation left  as  little  choice  in  the  one 
case  as  ihc  other.' 

Johnson,  in  his  Dielicnary,  says 
that:— "Cong^  d'Klirc  signifies,  in 
common  law,  ihe  King's  permission 
royal  to  a  dean  and  chapter,  in  time 
of   vacation,   to  choose   a   bishop.' 

The 
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[The  following  anecdote  included  by  Croker   lo  Steevens's 
Collection  is  not  given  in  the  Euroftean  Magasinc  for  Janisuy, 

•Night,'  Mr.  Tycrs  has  told  us,  'was  Johnson's  time  for 
composition'.*  But  this  as-scrtion,  if  meant  for  a  general  ooc, 
can  be  refuted  by  living  evidence.  Almost  the  whole  Preface  to 
Shak<sptare,  and  no  inconsiderable  part  of  the  Lives  of  the  pMii, 
were  composed  by  daylight,  and  in  a  room  where  a  friend'  was 
employed  by  him  in  other  invcitigations.  His  studies  were  only 
continued  through  the  night  when  the  day  had  been  preoccupied, 


Blarkstone,  after  dting  the  statute 
35  Htn.  Vill.  c.  20,  coiicinuM:— '  If 
such  dean  and  chnptcr  do  not  elect 
in  the  manner  by  this  act  uppointed 
.  . .  they  shalJ  ti>cur  all  the  penalties 
di  A  pratmiaiir^  Comtnmiariet,  cd. 

1775.  i-  379- 

When,  in  1S47,  th«  Oean  of 
Hereford,  holding  the  opinion  of 
'the  gentleman'  of  the  anecdote,  in- 
formed ihc  Prime-minister,  Lord 
John  Russell,  itiat  he  would  nut 
comply  with  the  congif  d'<Jlirc  by 
electing  Dr.  Hampdca.  Lord  John 
replied :  — •  Sir,  I  hive  had  the  honour 
to  receive  your  letter  of  the  sand 
inst.,  in  whicii  you  intimate  to  iiic 
your  iatcmion  of  violating  tlie  bw. 
I  have.  &C., 

J.  Russell.' 
Walpole'*  Lift  0/  LffrdJ.  RusuU, 
i.  46o< 

At  the  confirtaation  of  Hampden's 
election  in  liow  Church,  'after  the 
judge  had  told  the  opposers  th^t  he 
could  uDt  hear  (hem,  the  citation  for 
opposL'15  to  conic  forward  was  re- 
pealed, at  which  the  people  present 
laughed  out,  as  ut  a  play,'  H.  C. 
Robinson's  Diary,  1S69,  ill.  jii. 

'The  truth  o£  It  is,  a  woman 
seldom  asks  advice  hefore  she  has 
bought  her  wedding-clothes.  When 
she  has  made   her  own  choice,  for 


fenn'c  take  sbe  sends  a  eengtd'iUn 
to  her  friends.'  Addison,  Tkt  Spic 
tator.  No.  47S. 

'  Pod.  p.  346. 

*  Mr.  Croker  is  probably  rigbt  io 
sayinj:  that  this  friend  «-as  SteercW 
hioiKir.  Nererthclets  there  is  w 
thing  [o  show  what  those  inve$ii(a- 
tion^  were  in  which  he  was  enga^ 
while  Johnson  was  wniing  thcPnbce 
to  Shakespcaic.  lo  1766,  tbe  year 
after  it  was  publiabed,  StnrfDt 
brought  out  twenty  pbys  of  Sb>kt- 
spcarc  in  four  volumes.  'A  cnGon 
having  been  eHiected  between  hin 
and  Johnson,  anothtr  edition  tntfle 
its  appearance  in  1775.'  Nkhols. 
Lit.  Hiil.  V.  418.  A  second  of  dbOC 
joint  editions  was  published  in  I7;S, 
and  a  third  in  1785.  Louitdcs,  fiitJ^ 
Man,  p.  337a  That  in  prepuiog 
his  notes  for  all  three  editioBs  he 
often  worked  in  Johnson's  roon  a 
very  likely.  He  lived  at  the  top  of 
Hampstcad  Heath,  in  a  house  Utll 
standing.  '  He  was  always  aa  eaitf 
riser,  and  rarely  foiled  walkji^  ts 
London  and  back'  His  coKom  mi 
to  call  at  Isaac  Reed's  in  Staple  lu 
by  7  o'clock  in  the  nMniin^.  when 
he  found  a  room  ready.  Later  oa  it 
the  day  '  he  geoeraliy  passed  sou 
time  with  Dr.  Johnson.'  Who 
carrying  his  lust  editicm  thraugti  tlie 

cr 
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or  proved  too  short  for  his  undertakings.  Respecting  the  fertility 
of  his  genius,  the  resources  of  his  learatng,  and  the  accuracy  of 
his  judgment,  the  darkness  and  the  light  were  both  alike '. 

press,  during  eighteen  months  he  left  Frank, '  took  bribes  for  denying  his 
his  hoase  at  one  in  the  night  with  master  to  others,  when  Mr.  Steevens 
the  Hampstead  patrole.  Nichols,  wanted  his  assistance  in  his  Shake- 
Lit  Hist.  V.  427.  sfeare' 

Miss   Hawkins  {Memoirs,  i.  153)         '  '  The  darkness  and  light  to  thee 

says    that    Johnson's    man-servant,  are  both  alike.'    Psalms,  cxxxix.  1 1. 


ANECDOTES 
BY   THE  REV.  PERCIVAL   STOCKDALE 


[From  Memoirs  oftht  Life andWritings  of  Percival Stot^dait. 
n.  vols.  8vo.  i«09.  (vol.  ii.  pp.  44.  59,  64,  185,  189).  For  a  brief 
account  of  Slockdale  sec  Life,  ii.  113. 

In  1776  Garrick  wrote  to  Lord  Sandwich,  the  first  Lord  of  ihc 
Admiralty,  to  ask  for  leave  of  absence  for  Stockdalc.  who  was 
a  sea-chaplain.  Sandwich  replied ; — '  I  fear  the  attCDdiog  in 
I^ndon  upon  a  literary  business  and  the  duty  of  a  sca-diaphiii 
are  incompattbtc. ...  If  a  fortnight's  leave  of  absence  would 
enable  him  to  finish  his  pamphlet,  I  could  strain  a  point  to 
make  it  easy  to  him.'  Garrick  thanked  him  for  having  '  bcsttwed 
a  great  favour  upon  a  man  of  letters  and  talents  when  he  roo« 
wanted  it.'    Garrick  Carres,  ii.  173.] 


AtouT  the  year  1770,  I  was  invited  by  the  lively  and  h(» 
pitable  Tom  Davics  to  dine  with  him,  to  meet  some  interesting 
characters.  Dr.  Johnson  was  of  the  party,  and  this  was  tny  firS 
introduction  to  him  :  there  were  others,  with  whom  every 
intelligent  mind  would  have  wished  to  converse, — ^Dr.  Goldsmilli 
and  Mr.  Meyer,  the  el^ant  miniature  painter'.  Swift  was  oot 
of  our  convivial  subject* ;  of  whom  it  was  Dr.  Johnson's  invariable 


'  Jeremiah  Meyer.  Ii  was  at  the 
election  of  his  successor  as  a  Roy^ 
AcademicUji  ihnl  the  dispute  ajvac 
which  led  to  Reynolds's  resit^ation 


of  his  presidency  and  his  seU  ts  U 
Academicia.n.  Leslie  and  tafoti 
Jieynoidi/xu  570. 

*  custcaa 
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custom  to  speak  in  a  disparaging  and  most  unworthy  manner". 
We  gave  our  scntimenis,  and  undoubtedly  of  high  panegyric, 
on  the  Tale  0/ a  Tub;  of  which  Dr.  Johnson  insisted,  in  his  usual 
positive  manner,  that  it  wa-i  impossible  that  Swift  should  have 
been  the  author,  it  was  so  eminently  superior  to  all  his  other 
works".  I  expressed  my  own  conviction,  that  it  was  written 
by  Swift,  and  that,  in  many  of  his  productions,  he  showed 
a  genius  not  unequal  to  the  composition  of  the  Tale  of  a  Tub. 
The  Doctor  desired  me  to  name  one.  I  replied,  that  I  thought 
CuUhtr's  Travels^  not  unworthy  of  the  performance  he  so  ex- 
clusively admired.  He  would  not  admit  the  instance;  but  said, 
that '  if  Swift  was  really  the  author  of  the  Talc  of  a  Tub,  as  the 
beat  of  hi.s  other  performances  were  of  a  very  inferior  merit, 
he  should  have  hanged  himself  after  he  had  written  it.' 

Johnson  said  on  the  same  day,  'Swift  corresponded  minutely 
with  Stella  and  Mrs.  Dtngley',  on  his  importance  with  the 
ministrj*,  from  excessive  vanity—  that  the  women  might  exclaim, 
"  What  a  great  man  Dr.  Swift  is  !  "  ' 

Among  other  topics,  Warburton  claimed  our  attention.  Gold- 
smith took  a  part  afjainst  Warburton  whom  Johnson  strenuously 
defended,  and,  indeed,  with  many  strong  arguments,  and  with 
bright  .<al1ics  of  eloquence*.  Goldsmith  ridiculously  asserted, 
that  Warburton  was  a  weak  writer.  Tliis  misapplied  character- 
istic Dr.  Johnson  refuted.  I  shall  never  forget  one  of  the  happy 
metaphors  with  which  he  strengthened  and  illustrated  his  refuta- 
tion. 'Warburton,' said  he, '  may  be  absurd,  but  he  will  never 
be  wcalc:  \\c  floundtrs  well.' 


'  ^WA'- 373.  479:  "•211. 

•y>.  1.453;  ii.^iS;  V.+4;  Wtfr*/, 
viii.  197. 

•  Ufe,  a.  J19,  In  his  Life  of  Gay 
Johiuiin  lays  of  that  wriler's  *Ultie 
poemi':— -Thotc  that  please  least 
arc  the  pieces  to  which  GiiUitxr 
garc  occation ;  for  who  can  much 
delight  in  ihe  cclu>  of  an  unn&iiirnl 
6cd«n?'     Works,  viii.  71, 


*  Johnstm  said  : — '  I  treated  War- 
burton with  ^ttiX  respect  both  in  my 
PrrfsLce  and  in  my  Notes '  to  Shake- 
speare, Jb.  VI.  28S.  The  notes  arc 
often  coiilein[ituous  and  sarcastic: 
'  I  am  well  informed  (writes  Bos- 
wclll  that  Warburton  &a.id  of  John- 
son, "  I  »<litiirc  him,  but  unnot  bear 
his  style;"  and  that  Johnson  being 
told  of  this  Mtld,  "That  is  exactly 
my  caic  as  to  him."*    lb.  iv.  48. 

Lord 
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Lord  Lyttelton  toW  mc,  that  on  a  visit  to  Mr.  Pope,  while  he 
was  translating  the  Iliad,  he  took  the  liberty  to  express  to  that 
great  poet  his  surprise,  that  he  had  not  determined  to  translate 
Homer's  poem  into  blank  verse  ;  as  it  was  an  epic  poem,  and  as 
he  had  before  him  the  illustrious  example  of  Milton,  in  the 
Paradise  Lost.  Mr.  Pope's  answer  to  Lord  Lyttelton  was,  that 
'he  could  translate  it  more  easily  into  rhyme.'  I  communicated 
this  anecdote  to  Dr.  Johnson ;  hut  remark  on  it  to  me  was, 
very  erroneous  in  criticism, — 'Sir,  when  Pope  said  that,  he  lami' 
that  he  lied '.' 

When  Dr.  Johnson  and  I  were  talking  of  Garrick,  I  obs«v«l 

that  be  was  a  very  moderate,  fair,  and  pleasing  companion ;  wbm 
we  considered  what  a  constant  influx  had  flowed  upon  him,  both 
of  fortuneand  fame,  to  throw  him  off'of  his  bias  of  mora  land  social 
self-government.  *  Sir,"  replied  Johnson,  in  his  usual  emphalial 
and  glowing  manner,  'you  are  very  right  in  your  remark; 
Garrick  has  undoubtedly  the  merit  of  a  temperate  and  unas- 
suming behaviour  in  society ;  for  more  pains  have  been  takta 
to  spoil  that  fellow,  than  if  he  had  been  heir  apparent  to  the 
empire  of  India*!* 

When  Garrick  was  one  day  mentioning  to  me  Dr.  Johnson's 
iUiberal  treatment  of  him,  on  different  occasions;  *I  qucslfcm,' 
said  he,  *  whether,  in  bis  calmest  and  mos1  dispassionate  moments, 
he  would  allow  me  the  high  theatrical  merit  which  the  public 
have  been  so  generous  as  to  attribute  to  mc.'  I  totd  him,  that 
I  would  take  an  early  opportunity  to  make  the  trial,  and  that 
I  would  not  fail  to  inform  him  of  the  result  of  my  cxpcrimoit. 
As  1  had  rather  an  active  curiosity  to  put  Johnson's  di&iatacatcd 
generosity  fairly  to  the  test,  on  this  apposite  subject,  I  took  aa 
early  opportunity  of  waiting  on  him,  to  hear  his  verdict  oo 
Garrick's  pretensions  to  his  great  and  universal  fame.  I  found 
him  in  very  good  and  social  humour ;  and  I  began  a  convetsa* 
tion  which  naturally  led  to  the  mention  of  Garrick.  I  said 
sometliing  particular  on  his  excellence  as  an  actor;  and  I  added, 


'  For  JobnMin's  expression  'he 
lies  and  he  knows  be  lies,'  see  Li/e, 
iv.  49,  and  Tor  his  opioion  of  blank 


verse  sec  ib.  iv.  43. 
*  lb.  iii.  263  ;  amttf  it.  344. 


'But 
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'  But  pray,  Dr.  Johnson,  do  you  really  think  that  he  deserves 
that  illustrious  theatrical  character,  and  that  prodigious  fame, 
which  he  has  acquired?'  'Oh,  Sir,'  said  he, '  he  deserves  every 
thing  that  he  has  acquired,  for  having  seized  the  very  soul  of 
Shakspcare;  for  having  embodied  it  in  himself;  and  for  having 
expanded  its  glory  over  the  world'.'  I  was  not  slow  in  com- 
municating to  Garrick  the  answer  of  the  Delphic  oracle.  The 
tear  started  in  his  eye — '  Oh  I  Stockdale,'  said  he,  •  such  a  praise 
from  such  a  man  I — this  atuncfi  for  all  that  has  passed.' 

I  called  on  Dr.  Johnson  one  morning,  when  Mrs.  Williams, 
the  blind  lady,  was  conversing  with  him.  She  was  telling  liiin 
where  she  had  dined  ihc  day  before.  'There  were  several 
gentlemen  there,'  said  she,  'and  when  some  of  them  came  to  the 
tea-table,  I  found  that  there  had  been  a  good  deal  of  hard 
drinking.'  She  closed  this  observation  with  a  common  and  trite 
moral  reflection  ;  which,  indeed,  is  very  ilUfounded.  and  docs 
great  injustice  to  animals — 'I  wonder  what  pleasure  men  can 
take  in  making  beasts  of  themselves  I'  '1  wonder.  Madam,' 
replied  the  Doctor,  'that  you  have  not  penetration  enough  to  see 
the  strong  inducement  to  this  e.\ccs£  ;  for  he  who  makes  a  beat 
of  himself  gels  rid  of  the  pain  of  being  a  man '.' 

Mrs.  Bruce,  an  old  Scotch  lady,  the  widow  of  Captain  Bruce, 
who  had  been  for  many  years  an  officer  in  the  Russian  scivicc. 
drank  tea  with  me  one  afternoon  at  my  lodgings  in  Bolt  Court, 
when  Johnson  was  one  of  the  company.  She  spoke  very  broad 
Scotch ;  and  this  alarmed  mc  for  her  present  social  situation. 
As  we  were  conversing  on  a  subject  in  which  we  were  interested, 
she  interrupted  us  by  saying  that  we  should  give  Dr.  Johnson  an 
opportunity  of  favouring  the  company  with  his  .sentiments.  By 
this  absurd  interruption  the  Doctor  was  naturally  far  less  com- 
municative.   That  undaunted  dame  was,  however,  determined  to 


•  '  BoswELL.  "  But  has  not  Gar- 
rick brouj^ht  Stiake}p«iLr«  into 
Doticc?"  Johnson.  "Sir,  to  allow 
that  «<ouId  be  to  liinipoun  the  age."  * 
Lift,  ii.  9a- 

*  Jobawn,  la  bis  Uft  0/  Semer- 


vih,  quotes  the  following-  passage 
from  one  of  Shcnstort's  letters: — 
'  Fur  a  man  of  high  spirits  ...  to  be 
forred  to  drinlc  himself  into  pains  of 
the  body  in  order  to  g^i  rid  of  the 
pains  of  the  mind  is  a.  niitcry.' 

make 
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make  htm  speak  if  it  was  possible.  '  I>r.  JotiBSon,*  said  she.  *yoa  tdl 
us.  in  your  Dictionar>'.  that  in  England  oats  are  given  to  boraes; 
but  that  in  Scotland  they  support  the  people'.  Now,  Sir,  I  can 
assure  you,  that  in  Scotland  wc  give  oats  to  our  horses,  as  well 
as  you  do  to  yours  in  England.'  I  almost  trembled  (or  die 
widow  of  the  Russian  hero ;  I  never  saw  a  more  contemptuous 
leer  than  that  which  Johnson  threw  at  Mrs.  Bruce :  howc*e».  be 
deigned  her  an  answer, — '  I  am  very  glad,  Madam,  to  find  that 
you  treat  your  horses  as  well  as  you  treat  yourselves.'  I  ins 
delivered  from  my  panic,  and  I  wondered  that  she  was  so  gonly 
set  down. 

Soon  after  I  had  entered  on  my  charge  as  domestic  tutor  to 
my  Lord  Craven's  son  I  called  on  Dr.  Johnson.  ''Well  (said  be) 
how  do  you  like  your  place?*  On  my  hesitating  to  answer,  or 
on  my  answer  which  expressed  not  much  love  of  my  situation, 
he  added  the  following  words  of  consolation ;  '  You  must  cjcpea 
insolence.' 


*  '  Oats.  A  grain  which  in  Eng- 
land n  gcncnily  tpvcn  to  hoTset, 
but  in  Scotland  supports  the  people' 

'The  sarcastic  Jew  in  Richard  of 
IJeviies'  Hislnry  />/  Richard  I  says 
Oxford  bsrcly  keeps  its  derks  from 
stoning,  Exeter  gives  the  same  gr^ 


to  men  and  horMS.'    C.  W.  &«nrt 
Oxford,  P-65. 

Hcnor  mid  Boiwell  thii  Johsm 
in  hiR  Ixtyhood,  'used  to  haveoM' 
meal  porridge  for  l>rcakfut.'  H«^ 
ruen  Attiografiht,  and  xritt.  i- 
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A  BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH  OF 
DR.   SAMUEL  JOHNSON 

BY  THOMAS  TYERS' 


When  Charles  the  Second  was  informed  of  the  death  of 
Cowley,  he  pronounced,  'that  he  had  not  left  a  better  man 
behind  him  In  F.ngland  '.'  It  may  be  affirmed  with  truth,  that 
this  was  the  case  when  Dr.  Johnson  breathed  his  last.  Those 
who  observed  his  declining  state  of  health  during  the  last  winter, 
and  heard  his  complaints,  of  painful  days  and  sleepless  nights, 
for  which  he  took:  large  quantities  of  opium  ',  had  no  reason  to 
expect  that  he  could  sur\'ive  another  season  of  frost  and  snow. 


'  From  the  GentUmnn's  Magaxint. 
I>eccinbCT,  1784.  'The  gcntlcm<in 
whom  he  thus  familiarly  cnrntioncil 
[as  Tom  Tyers]  was  Mr.  Thomas 
Tycrs,  »oo  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Tycra, 
the  founder  of  that  excellent  place  of 
publick  amusement,  VauxhaJ]  Gnr- 
dens.  Mt. Thomas  Tyers  was  bred  to 
Ibe  Uw ;  but  having  a  handsome  (or> 
lune.  vivacity  of  temper,  and  eccen- 
tricity of  mind,  he  could  not  confine 
himself  to  the  regularity  of  practice. 
He  therefore  ran  about  the  world 
Vfith  a  pleasant  cairlcs mess,  amusing 
everybody  by  his  dcsuliory  conver- 
saiion.  He  abounded  in  anecdote, 
bnt  ym  aot  sufficiently  attentive  to 


accumcy.  I  therefore  cannot  ven- 
ture to  avail  myself  much  of  a  bio- 
graphical sketch  of  Johnsim  which 
he  published,  being  one  among  the 
various  persons  ambicioui  of  append- 
ing their  names  to  that  of  my  illus- 
trious friend.  That  sketcli  is,  how- 
ever, an  entertaining  liltlc  collection 
of  Iragmeots.'    Uh,  iii-  308. 

'   Works,  vii.  14. 

*  '  1  have  such  horrour  of  opiatea,' 
he  wrote,  'that  I  do  not  think  ^ 
Ihcm  but  in  txtremit.'  Litltn,  ii. 
367.  Sec  also  I'iS.  pp.  376,  383.  Dr. 
Brocklesby  noticed  that  'opiate  was 
never  destructive  of  his  readiness  in 
conversation.'    16.  li.  437. 

His 


33^      ^  Biographical  Sketch  of  Dr.  Johnson 


His  constitution  was  totally  broken,  and  no  art  of  the  phystdan 
or  surgeon   could   protract   his  existence   beyond    the  i_^th  of 
December.    When  he  was  opened,  one  of  his  kidneys  was  found 
decajxd.     He  never  complained  of  disorder  in  that  region  ;  and 
probably  it  was  not  the  immediate  cause  of  his  dissolution,    h 
might  be  thought  that  so  strong  and  muscular  a  body  might 
have  lasted  many  years  longer.     For  Johnson  drank  nothing 
but  watcr^  and    lemonade  (by  way  of  indulgence),    for  many 
years,  almost  uninterruptedly,  without  the  taste  of  any  fcrmcotol 
liquor:  and  he  wa,s  often  abstinent  from  animal  food',  and  kept 
down  feverish  symptoms  by  dietetic  man^emcnU     Of  Addisoo 
and  Pope  he  used  to  observe,  perhaps  to  remind  himselC  Uut 
they  ate  and  drank  too  much,  and  thus  shortened  thdr  days'. 
It  was  tliought  by  many,  who  dined  at  Uic  same  table,  that  be 
had  too  great  an  appetite  \    This  might  now  and  then  be  the 
case,  but  not  till  he  had  subdued  his  enemy  by  famine.    But  his 
bulk  seemed  to  require  now  and  then  to  be  repaired  by  kitchen 
physic.     To  great  old  age  not  one  in  a  thousand  arrives.     Har 
few  were  the  years  of  Johnson  in  comparison  of  those  of  Jenkim 
and   Parr'!     But    perh-ipB  Johnson  had    more   of  life,  by  his 
intenseness  of  living.     Most  people  die  of  disease.     He  was  all 
his  life  prep.iring  himself  for  death  :  but  particularly  in  the  last 
stage  of  his  asthma  and  dropsy.    '  Take  care  of  your  soul— doo't 
live  such  a  life  as  I  have  done — don't  let  your  business  or  disa* 
pation  make  you  neglect  your  sabbath  ' — were  now  his  constant 
inculcations  *.     Private   and    publick   prayer,  when    his  visitcn 
were  his  audience,  were  his  consL^nt  exercises.     He  cannot  be 
said  to  have  been  weary  of  the  weight  of  existence,  for  be 


*  On  July  io>  1780,  he  wrote  to 
Mra.  Thrale :— '  Lust  week  [  s:iw 
flesh  but  twice,  and  I  think  fish  once, 
the  rest  was  pease.'  Letters,  ii.  184. 
See  il.  ii.  143. 

"  '  FroiH  the  coffee-house  Addison 
went  again  lo  a  tavern,  where  he 
often  sat  late,  and  drank  too  much 
wine.'  /fV/v,  vii.  449,  '  The  death 
of  great  men  is  noi  alwayti  prupor- 
tioncd  to  the  lusirc  ol  ibeir  lives. . . . 


The  death  of  Pope  was  impoted  ^ 
some  of  his  friends  to  a  sil<rcr  uao- 
p&n,  it  which  it  was  his  ddigbt  tt 
hea.t  potted  lampreys.'  It.  viii  jto- 
'  U/t.  iv.  330. 

*  It  was  confidently  asserted  ilM 
Henry  Jenkins  was  bom  in  ijoi  »J 
died  in  1670  and  that  Thonu*  P^ 
wiis  bom  in  1 4S3  and  died  to  l6]5- 

*  J.i/e,  iv.  410.  413-14.  416 :  ■»*■ 
ii.  157. 
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declared,  that  to  prolong  it  only  for  one  >'ear,  but  not  for  the 
comfortless  sensations  he  had  lately  felt,  he  would  suffer  the 
amputation  of  a  limb  '.  He  was  willing  to  endure  positive  pain 
for  possible  pleasure.  But  he  had  no  expectation  that  nature 
could  last  much  longer.  And  therefore,  for  his  last  week,  he 
undoubtedly  abandoned  every  hope  of  his  recovery  or  duration, 
and  committed  his  soul  to  God.  Whether  he  felt  the  instant 
stroke  of  death,  and  met  the  king  of  terrors  face  to  face,  cannot 
be  known  :  for  'death  and  the  sun  cannot  be  looked  upon,'  says 
Rochcfoucault '.  But  the  writer  of  this  has  reason  to  imagine 
that  when  he  thought  he  had  made  his  peace  with  his  Maker,  he 
had  nothing  to  fear'.  He  has  talked  of  submitting  to  a  violent 
death,  in  a  good  cause,  without  apprehensions.  On  one  of  the 
last  visits  from  his  surgeon,  who  on  performing  the  puncture  on 
bis  legs,  had  assured  him  that  he  was  better,  he  declared, 'he 
felt  himself  not  so,  and  that  he  did  not  desire  to  be  treated  like 
a  woman  or  a  child,  for  that  he  had  made  up  his  mind'.*  He 
had  travelled  through  the  vale  of  this  world  for  more  thaa 
seventy-five  years.  It  probably  was  a  wilderness  to  him  for 
more  than  half  his  time.  But  he  was  in  the  possession  of  rest 
and  comfort  and  plenty,  for  the  last  twenty  years'.  Yet  the 
blessings  of  fortune  and  reputation  could  not  compensate  to  him 
the  want  of  health,  which  pursued  him  through  his  pilgrimage 
on  earth.     Post  etjuitem  sedet  afra  cnra. 

'  For  whien  wc  mount  the  flying  siced, 
Sits  gloomy  Care  behind*.* 


*  Lift,  iv.  409  ;  anli,  ii,  133, 

■  'Le  »o!*il  ni  la  mnrt  nc  se  peu- 
vent  rcgaitler  fUcmcnt.'  Maximti^ 
xzvi. 

*  AhU,  ii.  303, 

*  '  I  <Ieny  (said  Johnson)  ihe  law- 
tfalncss  nl  tullint;  a  lie  to  il  hide  man 
lor  fcarof  alariDing  him.  You  have 
BO  business  wiih  consetjuences ;  you 
•re  to  l«ll  the  iruih.  Besides,  you 
air  not  sure  u'h;tt  cflvct  your  idling 
him  UiBt  he  is  in  danger  may  have. 
It  may  bring  his  distemper  to  a 
Crisis,  &nd  that  may  cure  him.  Of 
all  lying,  [  h&rc  the  greateai  abhor- 

voL.  a 


fence  of  [his,  because  I  believe  it  has 
been  frequently  practised  on  mysuW.' 
Li/i,  iv.  306. 

*  It  was  in  1763  that  his  pcnjuon 
wKs  i^ivui  him,  and  in  176;  that  his 
fricntlship  wiih  the  Thralcs  bcgsn. 
His 'rest  and  comfort "  were  greatly 
marred  by  Mr.  Thralc's  dcuih  in 
178c,  and  by  the  estrangement  from 
Mrs.  Thtale  which  soon  followed. 
His  [ccling  of  solitude  wiu  increased 
by  the  death  of  Lcvctt  in  \^&^,  and 
t)f  Miss  Winia,ms  in  1783. 

'  'And  when  he  mounts,'  &c. 

Francis.  Horace,  Odes,  iit.  i,  jti. 
Z  Of 


or  the  hundred  sublunary  things  bestowed  on  mortaU,  health  is 
nincty-niae.    Hewas  bom  with  a  scrophulous  habit,  fur  which  be 
was  touched,  as  he  acknowledged,  b>'  good  Queen  Anne,  whose 
piece  or  gold  he  carerully  preserved  '.    But  ert-cn  a  Stuart  cottid 
not  expel  that  enemy  to  his  frame,  by  a  touch-     For  it  w>oald 
have  been  even  beyond  the  stroking  power  of  Grcatrix  in  all  Ik 
glory,  to  charm  it  away '.    Though  he  seemed  to  be  athJetie  m 
Milo  himself,  and  in  his  younger  days  performed  several  fcais  of 
activity,  he  was  to  the  last  a  eimvuisianary^.     He  has  often  stept 
aside,  to  let  nature  do  what  she  would  with  him.     His  gesture^ 
which  were  a  degree  of  St.  Vitus's  daore,  in  the  street,  attracted 
the  notice  of  many :  the  *;tare  of  the  vulgar,  but  the  compassion 
of  the  belter  sort.     Tliis  writer  has  often  looked  auotber  «ay.xs 
the  companions  of  Peter  (he  Great  were  used  to  do.  while  he 
was  under  the  short  paroxysm '.     He  was  perpetually  taking 
opening   medicines  ^     He  could  rmly  keep  his   ailments  fioo 
gaining  ground.     He  thought  he  was  worse  for  the  agitation  of 
active  exercise  *.    He  was  afraid  of  his  disorders  scizJi^  his  bead 


'  'She  Inin^  about  hit  ncclc  the 
utoal  nmulet  of  an  angel  of  gold, 
with  the  impress  of  St  Midiacl  the 
archaaKcl  cm  one  side  and  a  sliip 
under  full  sail  on  ihe  other.'  Wix.v 
kins,  p.  4;  antf.  i.  133. 

•  '  Mr.  Gretraltci  is  said  lo  have 
cur*d  pains  and  diseases  only  by 
touching;  and  ihe  cMrellcni  Dr.  H. 
More,  who  gives  a  particular  account 
©f  him,  aitribuiM  hi*  great  success 
to  a  certain  gunalivc  virtue  in  hu 
hand ;  and  siippost*  it  nilKlil  be  coa- 
fcnvd  upon  him  .is  a  diiiingutshmf; 
fCracc  an  account  of  the  regencNte 
and  confirmed  state  of  piety  which 
he  seemed  to  be  in.'  CentUmanS 
Magawint,  )7<S,  p.  449, 

See  Du  t.  Nat.  Biog,  undcrGREAT- 
RAitcs,  Vaijiniink, 

\CnnvuimMary  Jj  not  in  John- 
son B  DMi^n^ry.  The  only  instance 
J  Jr.  Miirmy  pyes  of  {»  use  is  m  a 
n-anslM.on  ^  .^vuluonnair,-*  <^t^ 
of  a  nixmbc,  of  faaaUc  ii>  Fiaace  in 


the  cighieentb  ceatur>-,  nho  fell  iais 
convtilsioos  and  extmvikjcaBces,  sa|^ 
posed  to  be  accompanied  by  nines* 
lotis  cures,'  5:c  AH  that  Tjm 
meant  was  that  Johnson  was  sot^ 
to  those  '  motions  or  tricks '  vkxA 
Reynolds  said  were  in  his  case '  is- 
properly  called  convulsions.*  wfsft. 
ii.  312.  37 i. 

*  ■  The  Ctar  while  young,  and  cm 
until  hts  death,  was  subject  lo  ^ 
qucDt  fits  of  a  viu'cnt  spavn  of  ^ 
brMn.  It  was  a  kind  ti  convibi* 
which  threw  him  sometimes  forvtak 
hours  into  so  dreadful  a  stiiBti* 
(hat  he  could  not  ticar  the  pranz 
of  any  person,  not  even  o(  : 
friends.'  Origimai  Atu<iA*ia  ^j  1  :■ 
tkt  Or*aJ,  l^ndon,  1788,  p^  l«^ 

•  letters,  ii.  101. 
'  Probably  this  was  onJj  ■ 

the  close  of  his  life  when  be  »■»  -• 
trestcd  with  asthma.  For  hit  • 
commendation  trf  cxtrrcisc  see  i**.* 
446 :  iv.  150^  H.  2  ;  LtfUft,  U.  99. 
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and  took  all  possible  care  that  his  understanding  should  not  be 
deranged '.  Ora*utum  est,  ut  sit  mens  satia  in  corpora  sana  *, 
When  his  knowledge  from  books,  and  he  knew  all  that  books 
could  lell  him ',  is  considered ;  when  his  compositions  in  ver« 
and  prose  are  enumerated  to  the  reader  (and  a  complete  list  of 
them  wherever  dispersed  is  desirable*)  it  must  appear  cxtra- 
ordioary  he  could  abstract  himself  so  much  from  his  feelings, 
and  that  he  could  pursue  with  ardour  the  plan  he  laid  down  of 
establishing  a  great  reputation.  Accumulating  learning  (and  the 
example  of  Rarrcticr,  whose  life  he  wrote*)  shewed  him  how  to 
arrive  at  all  science.  His  imagination  often  appeared  to  be  too 
mighty  for  the  control  of  his  reason.  In  the  preface  to  his 
Dictionary,  he  says,  that  his  work  was  compased  '  amidst  incon- 
venience and  distraction,  in  sickness  and  in  sorrow.'  'I  never 
read  this  prelace,'  says  Mr.  Home  %  '  but  it  makes  me  shed 
tears.' 

I  f  this  memoir-writer  possessed  the  pen  of  a  Plutarch,  and  the 
subject  is  worthy  of  that  E''cat  biographer,  he  would  begin  his 
account  from  his  youth,  and  continue  it  to  the  last  period  of  his 
life,  in  the  due  order  of  an  historian.  What  he  knows  and  can 
recollect,  he  will  perform.  His  father  (called  'gentleman''  in 
the  parish  register]  he  says  himself,  and  it  is  also  within  memory, 
was  an  old  bookseller  at  Lichfield,  and  a  whig  in  principle*. 
The  father  of  Socrates  was  not  of  higher  extraction,  nor  of  a  more 
honourable  profession.  Our  author  was  born  in  that  city;  and 
the  house  of  his  birth  was  a  few  months  ago  visited  by  a  learned 


*  £j/e,  i.  64 ;  V.  315 ;  ani^,  t.  199, 

47a:  i»-3"- 

•  Juven4l,  ^oZ/rtAX.  }S6;  Lift,'\w. 
401. 

*  Aitie,  \\.  314  K. 

*  AtUt,  \.  304  «, ;  Lift,  i.  16,  III. 

•  Life,  i.  148  :    Works,  vt  376. 

•  Better  kaowD  as  Home  Tookc- 
ZJ/ty  I.  297,  H.  2  ;  anU^  \.  40s  n. 

'  '  His  faiher  is  ihere  stiled  Cm- 
j/wiM,  >  circunuianoe  of  which  an 
i^noiaat  pAnejfyrist  has  prdiscd  bim 
for  not  bcinK  proutl ;  when  (he  truth 
is,  that  the  appellation  of  UcRilcinxn, 


though  nuw  lost  in  ihc  indiscriminaic 
assumpilian  of  tt^wVr.was  commonly 
i;ilcen  liy  those  who  could  not  boast 
of  geniihly.'     Lift,  i.  34. 

*  '  He  was  a  xealoufi  high-chtucb 
man  and  royalist,  and  retained  his 
attachment  to  the  utifortunaie  house 
of  Stuart,  chough  he  reconciled  him- 
scir  by  casui&iiCAl  arguments  of  ex- 
pcdiirncy  and  nt^cctsity  to  take  the 
onlhs  impOEcd  by  the  prevailing 
power.'  /A.  i.  36,  Kor  Johnson's 
defence  of  R  Jacobite's  taking  the 
o.ith5  see  U>.  ii.  333. 


Z  2 


acquaintance 


acquaintance,  the  inrorniatioQ  of  which  was    eratcfiil   to   the 
Doctor.     It  may  probably  be  engraved  for  some  moothly  re- 
pository '.    The  priot  and  the  original  dwelling  may  become  as 
eminent  ^  the   roaasioo  of   Shakspcare  at   Stratford,  or  oC 
Era3mu3  at  Rotterdam.     He  certainly  must  have  had  a  good 
school  education.    He  was  entered  of  Pembroke  College,  Oxfon^ 
Oct.  31,  173^.  and  continued  there  for  se\'eral  terms.     By  whose 
bounty  he  was  supported,  may  be  known  to  enquiry  '.     While 
be  was  there,  he  was  negligent  of  the  College  rules  and  hours, 
and  ab>ientcd  himself  from  some  of  the  lectures,  for  which  wliei 
he  was  reprimanded   and   interrogated,  he    replied  with   great 
rudeness  and  contempt  of  the  lecturer '.     Indeed  he  dl'pbyod 
an  overbearing  disposition  that  would  not  brook  control,  and 
shewed  that,  like  Cxsar,  he  was  fitter  to  command  than  to  obey. 
This  dictatorial  spirit  was  the  Icadii^  feature  in  his  deportmenl 
to  hb  contemporaries.    His  college  themes  and  declamations  are 
still  remembered ;  and  his  elegant  translation  of  Pope's  Mesiiak 
into  Latin  verse  found  its  way  into  a  volume  of  poem;;  publiabcd 
by  one  Husbands*.     In  1 7_<i,$.  after  having  been  some  time  an 
usher  to  Anthony  Dlackwall ',  his  friends  assisted  him  to  set  up 
an  academy  near  Lichfield  ^     Here  he  formed  an  acquaintance 
with  the  late  Bishop  Green,  then  an  usher  at  Lichfield  ^  and 


'  In  ihe  GaUiematts  Magagiitt 
for  February,  1785,  u  view  n-as  given 
of  Johnson's  binbplacc 

*  Lift,  \.  ;S;  ante,  i.  363. 

*  Ante,  i.  164. 

*  Fellow  of  Pembroke  College. 
Lift,  i.  61,  n.  3-     See  antt^  i.  459. 

'  Uoswcll  denies  the  truth  of  tbi< 
statement,  on  the  ground  that  *  Ulack- 
wall  died  on  April  8,  1730.  more  than 
B  year  bcfisre  Johnson  left  the  Uni- 
versity.' As  Johnson  left  it  in 
December.  1 739,  the  proof  is  value- 
less.  Lift.  i.  78.  «.  3, 84.  Dr.Weslby- 
Cibson,  in  his  article  on  BlackwaU 
in  the  Dut,  J^oi.  /iie,C;  argues 
in  (nvoiir  of  the  statcmcni,  and 
aa)-s,  '  \A'c  may  ixinclud^  Johnson 
taught  is  Che  school  for  two  ye&rs 


and  a  half.'  That  he  kft  it  k  W 
days  before  July  ay,  i733,wekaffv 
from  a  letter  Malone  hod  seen,  i^ 
i.  85,  M.  1.  Hawkins  (p.  ao)  syi 
that  it  was  in  March,  17JI,  ilul  i* 
went  to  the  school.  The  eotiy  b 
his  Diary  */*'"  '^  ['73*1  Sfff 
tiam  pedes  pctiP  probalily,  aa  Dk 
Wcsiby-Gibaon  sa>-s.  refers  to  Ul 
return  after  the  summer  vacaiiaa. 
Thai  he  was  not  thcie  00  Oct  J* 
J731,  ia  shown  by  a  letter  wriiWi 
from  Lichfield  on  that  day,  in  wlidt 
he  says,  '  I  am  yet  unemplejral' 
Letters,  i.  I, 

"  Ii  waj  most  likely  with  his  vifa'l 
money  that  he  set  up  his  xcaddB;. 
Ante.  i.  367 :  Zj/>,  i.  95, «.  3. 

'  U/t,  i.  45. 
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with  Mr.  Hawkins  Browne '.  As  the  school  probably  did  not 
answer  his  expectation  (for  who  does  not  grow  tired  of  teaching 
others,  especially  if  he  wants  to  teach  himself?),  he  resolved  to 
come  up  to  London,  where  everything  is  to  be  had  for  wit  and 
for  money  (Jiomcr  omnia  vfnalia),  and  to  seek  his  foitunc.  He 
was  accompanied  by  his  pupil  Mr.  Garrick :  and  travelled  on 
horseback  to  the  metropolis  in  March,  1737*. 

The  time  and  business  of  this  journey  arc  before  the  public  in 
some  letters  from  Mr.  Walmsley,  who  recommends  Johnson  as 
a  writer  of  tragedy  ;  as  a  translator  from  the  French  language  ; 
and  as  a  good  scholar  ''■  He  brought  with  him  his  tragedy  of 
Irette,  which  afterwards  took  its  chance  on  Drury-Lane  theatre*. 
Luckily  he  did  not  throw  it  into  the  fire,  by  design  or  otherwise, 
as  Parson  Adams  did  his  ^schylus  by  mistake'.  He  offered 
himself  for  the  service  of  the  booksellers ;  '  for  he  was  born  for 
nothing  but  to  write  */— 

'  And  from  the  jest  obscene  reclaim  our  youth. 
And  set  our  jMssions  on  tlie  stdc  of  truth'.' 

The  hurry  of  this  pen  prevents  the  recollection  of  his  first  per- 
formances. But  he  used  to  call  Dodsley  his /alran  *,  because  he 
made  him.  if  not  first,  yet  best  known  by  printing  and  publishing, 
upon  his  own  judgment,  his  Satire,  called  Lirndon'',  which  was 
an  imitation  of  one  of  Juvenal,  whose  gravity  and  severity  of 
expression  he  possessed.  He  there  and  then  discovered  how 
able  he  was  'to  catch  the  manners  living  as  they  rise'".     The 


•  Anfi,  i.  266  ;  Ufiy  ii.  3J<). 

■  *  Doth  of  lh«n  useil  to  tnJIc 
pleasantly  of  (his  their  first  jouTney 
to  Loodoo.  Garrick.  evident  lynicun- 
isg  to  embcllisli  a  little,  said  on« 
day  in  my  hearing,  "»e  rode  and 
tied.""    Lt/e,  i.  101.  n.  1. 

•  AnU,  i.  368 ;  Life,  i,  102. 

'  He  had  written  only  Lhree  »cu 
of  Irfiu  on  liis  first  coming  to  Lon- 
don :  he  continued  it  at  Greenwich 
and  finished  it  at  Lichfield.  U/e,  i. 
106-7. 

»  J&ttph  Aniirews,  UV.  ii.  ch.  12. 

•  'Hear'nsI    was  I  born  hi  n«- 

thing  but  to  write}' 


Pope,  Protege   ts   Hu   SatirtSt  1. 
373. 
'  '  H«  from  the  taste  obscene  re- 
claims our  youth. 
And   sets  the  passions  on  the 
side  of  truih.' 
Pope,  Jnti/ations  ej  Hi>ra£<,  Epis. 

3.  I.  217. 
•  Writing  about  the  representation 
of  Dodsley's  Cttone  Johnson  says : — 
'  I  went  the  Htsi  night,  and  supported 
it  as  well  t  might;  for  Doddy,  you 
know,  is  my  pauon,  and  I  would  not 
desert  him.'     Life,  \.  336. 
'  /A.  i.  l»4. 
'°  Pope,  Etsay  on  Man.  i.  14. 

poem 


poem  had  a  gmt  sale,  vras  applauded  by  the  public,  sjid  praised 

by  Mr.  Pope,  who,  not  being  able  to  discover  the  author,  said 

*  he  will  soon  be  d^/frr^*.'    In  173K  he  luckily  fell  into  the  hands 

of  hist  other  early  [Mtron,  Cavc:     His  speeches  for  the  Senate  erf 

Lilliput  were  begun  in  1740,  and  continued  for  several  senioeo. 

They  passed  for  original  with  many  till  very  lately.    But  Johnsoo. 

who  detested  all  injurious  imposition,  took  a,  great  deal  of  pains 

to  acknowledge  the  innocent  deception.    He  gave  Smollett  notice 

of  their  unoriginality,  white  he  was  going  over  his  historio] 

ground,  and  to  be  upon  his  guard  in  quoting  from  the  Lilliput 

Debates '.     It  L^  within  recollection,  ttiat  an  animated  speech  he 

put    into  the  mouth  of  Pitt,  in  answer  to  the  Parliamentary 

veteran,  Horace  VValpolc^  was  much  talked  of,  and  considered 

as  genuine*.     Members  of  parliament  acknowledge,  that  thejr 

reckon   themselves   much  obliged   for  the  printed  accounti  tt 

debates  of  both  Houses,  because  they  are  made  to  speak  better 

than  they  do  in  the  Senate.    Within  these  few  years,  a  gcnlfc- 

man  in  a  high  employment  under  government  was  at  breakfast  ii 

Gmy's-Inn,  where  fohnson  was  present,  and  was  commendiog^ 

the  excellent  preservation  of  the  speeches  of  both  houses,  in  th( 

Lilliput  Debates*.     He  declared,  he  knew  how  to  appropriate 

every  speech  without  a  signature  ;  for  that  every  person  spoke 

in   character,  and  was  as  certainly  and  as  easily  known  u  1 

speaker  in  Homer  or  in   Shakspeare.     '  Very  likely,  Sir,'  saM 


'  AnU,  I  373- 

■  Smollett  quoted  them  as  if  they 
were  genuine.  History  af  England, 
iii.  73.     See  ii*,  i.  SOS- 

'  Horace  Wilpolc,  first  Baron 
Walpole,  brother  of  Sir  Kobcct. 

*  It  is  the  speech  which  begins : — 
•Sir,  the  atrocious  crime  of  being  a 
yovnii;  ma.n,  which  the  honourable 
gcnilctn^n  hiu  with  such  spirit 
itnd  decency  churned  upon  me,  I 
shall  neither  aitempt  to  palliate  nor 
deny,  but  conKnt  myself  with  wish- 
ing that  I  niuybc  one  of  those  whose 
follies  may  cease  with  their  youth, 
and  not  of  thai  number  who   ar« 


ignorant    in    spile   of   experieKt' 
Werks^ji.  35S- 

Horace  WalpoJc,  Sir  RobenViV 
pol«G  son,  complained  tlut  Ok 
pubhshed  report  of  his  o«ti  fir* 
speech '  did  not  coaiain  one  tcatctoi 
dL  the  true  one.'  Walpote's  LiOin> 
i.  147.  Forty-tune  years  later  te 
vrrote: — '  I  i»everk»ewjohaK)i>«wr 
the  speeches  in  die  GaUSat^t 
MagoiiKt    till    be    died.'      /&  i^ 

3J9- 

^  Wedderbume,  I  think,  i*  DCMt. 
He  was  one  of  the  party— a  diniKi 
party  given  by  Foute.  U/t,  i.  ?>(■ 
ante,  i.  378. 

Johnson 
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Johnson,  ashamed  of  having  deceived  him,  'but  I  wrote  them  In 
the  garret  where  I  then  lived.'  His  predecessor  in  this  oratorical 
fabrication  was  Guthrie '  ;  his  successor  in  the  Magazine  was 
Hanrkcsu-urth '.  It  is  said,  that  to  prove  himself  equal  to  this 
employment  (but  there  is  not  leisure  for  the  adjustment  of 
chronology)  in  the  Judgment  of  Cave,  he  undertook  the  Life  ef 
Sav^gf\  which  he  asserted  (not  incredible  of  him),  and  valued 
himself  upon  it,  that  he  wrote  in  six  and  thirty  hours  \  In  one 
night  he  also  composed,  after  finishing  an  evening  in  Holborn, 
hi*  Heymit  of  Tcmriff'^.  He  sat  up  a  whole  night  to  compose 
the  preface  to  the  Preceptor^. 

His  eye-sight  was  not  good  ;  but  he  never  wore  spectacles,  not 
on  account  of  such  a  ridiculous  vow  as  Swift  made  not  to  use 
them ',  but  because  hewas  assured  tliey  would  be  of  no  service  to 
hinn.  He  once  declared,  that  he  '  never  saw  the  human  face 
divine*.'  He  saw  better  with  one  eye  than  the  other,  which, 
however,  was  not  like  that  of  Camocns,  the  Portuguese  poet,  as 
expressed  on  his  medal '.  Latterly  perhaps  he  meant  to  save  his 
eyes,  and  did  not  read  so  much  as  he  othenvisc  would.  He 
preferred  conversation  to  books ;  but  when  driven  to  the  refuge 
of  reading  by  being  left  alone,  he  then  attached  himself  to  that 


'  Amttt  L  37J ;  ii.  93 ;  Li/e,  i.  [  16. 

•  A*>,  i.si3. 

'  The  publication  of  the  lut  of 
Johnsoa's  Deflates  was  in  March, 
1744;  the  Li/e  of  Savagt  had  aji- 
pcitred  in  the  previous  Febniary.  ib. 
t.  16s,  SI). 

*  '  [  wrote  foity-cighl  of  the  priiilcd 
octavo  pages  of  the  tJft  f/  Savage 
tl  a  Bitting;  but  then  1  sat  up  all 
night.'  lb.  V.  67.  There  wcie  iSo 
paees  in  all 

»  Tfu  VuwH  0/  Theedert  Ih* 
Htrmit  of  Teitenfft  found  in  kit 
CM  Worki,  \%.  162.  '  The  lijahop 
of  Dromore  heard  Dr.  Johnson  say 
tbJU  he  thought  this  was  the  best 
tbiotc  lie  c%-cr  «-rote.'    Life,  i.  193. 

'  Ik.  i,  19a. 

'  '  Having  thui  excluded  conver- 
sation and  desisted  froin  study  Swift 


bad  neither  business  nor  amuse- 
ment ;  for  having  by  Bome  ridtculoos 
resolution,  or  innd  vow,  determined 
never  10  wear  spectacles  he  coulil 
make  little  tiae  of  books  in  his  later 
years.'  Johnson's  Worts,  viii.  stg. 
fcrhaps  Stella  u»cd  to  urge  him  to 
wear  thein,  for  in  his  versu  10  her 
he  sa/K : — 

'  Nor  think  on  our  approaching 

ili>. 
And  talk  of  spectacles  aJid  pilli.' 
Swift's  Wowkj,«A.  1803,  XI.  21. 

•  Parmliie  Lost,  \\\.  44.  For 
Johnson's  eyesight  sec  ante,  i.  337. 

'  Ii]  the  Gtntlenitin's  Magatint 
for  April,  1784  (p.  2571,  is  given  an 
ensravinf;  of  (hie  medal,  wliicb  shows 
Cainoens'distigurcixicnt  tiy  the  loss  of 
an  eye.    See  also  it),  p.  41 ;. 

amusement 
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amusement'.    'Till  this  year,'  said  he  to  an  intimate, '  I  have 
done  tolerably  well  witJiout  sleep,  for  I  have  been  able  to  read 
like  Hercules  *,'     But  he  picked  and  culled  his  companions  for 
his  midnight  hours;  'and  chose  his  author  as  he  cliosc  his  friend  V 
The   mind    is  as    fastidious  about  its  intellectual    meal  as  the 
appetite  is  as  to  its  culinary  one  ;  and  it  is  observable,  that  the 
dish  or  the  book  that  palls  at  one  time  is  a  banquet  at  another*. 
By  bis  innumerable  quotations  you  would  suppose,  with  a  great 
personage  *,  that  he  must  tiavc  read  more  books  than  any  man  ia 
England,  and  liavc  been  a  mere  book-worm;  but  he  acknowledged 
that  .supposition  was  a  mistake  in  his  favour.     He  owned  be  had 
hardly  ever  read  a  book  throuf:h  ^    The  posthumous  volumes  of 
Mr.  Harris  of  Salisbur>'  (which  treated  of  subjects  that  were 
congenial  with  his  own  professional  studies)  had  attractions  thai 
engaged  him  to  the  end'.    Churchill  used  to  say,  having  heard 
perhaps  of  his  confession,  as  a  boast,  that  *  if  Johnson  had  only 
read  a  few  bonks,  he  could  not  be  the  author  of  his  own  worb.' 
His  opinion,  however,  was,  that  he  who  reads  most,  has  tlic 
chance  of  knowing  most ;  but  he  declared,  that  the  perpettti! 
task  of  reading  was  .as  bad  a<v  the  slavery  in  themine.orthelaboiii 


'  On  Apr'I  19.  1783,  he  wrote: — 
'  I  can  apply  belter  to  books  (hHn 
1  could  in  some  more  vigorous  parts 
of  my  life,  at  Iciisl  than  1  dui ;  and 
I  hwvt  one  more  reason  for  reading  ; 
Chat  lime  has,  by  taking  away  my 
companions,  Icit  mc  less  opportunity 
of  conversntion.*  Lttters,  ii.  389. 
See  also  U/e^  \v.  318,  «.  i,  where  he 
said  to  MaJone  : — '  I  have  been  con- 
fined this  week  pnst;  and  here  you 
find  mc  roasting  apples  find  leading 
the  History  of  Bsrmingkam' 

'  'He  lamented  mucti  his  inability 
to  read  during  his  hours  of  restless- 
ness. "  I  used  fonnerly  (he  added) 
when  skepless  in  bed  ia  read  like 
a  Turk."  •    Li/e,  iv.  409. 

*  '  Then  seelc  a  Pefl  who  yffur 
Way  docs  bend 
And  chuse  an  Author  as  you 
chusc  a  Friend.' 


RoscommoD,  Etmjt  <m   TmuUUi 
Verse.  I  95- 

•  U/e,  ill.  193. 

•  IloEW-ell  dcscnbea  Gcotge  Illu 
*A  Great  fRRsoNAOE.*  /*.  laiji 
Tyers  ciAggeriLies  what  the  kii( 
said-    /A  ii.  36. 

•  /*.i.7i;  ii.336;  <»A',i.333,36^ 
'  Harris's   last   work,  his  F^^ 

Iffgicol  Inquiries,  was  published  tk 
1781,  the  ye*r  after  his  death. 

JOHKSo«.  "  Harris  is  a  soood 
sullen  scholar ;  he  does  not  like  i>- 
tcriopers.  Harris,  however.  Is  a  pri^ 
and  a  tud  prig.  I  looked  in'.o  bit 
book  [Jienruj]  and  Ibougbt  be  did 
not  understand  his  own  vfsiaaJ" 
Li/e,  jii.  345.  See  ih.  *.  377,  wfcm 
'he  thought  Hani*  "»  coxcooL' 
This  he  s&id  uf  him  not  as  a  nun  be 
as  an  author.'  See  also  a>at,  L  it; ; 
ii-  7a 
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at  the  oar.  He  did  not  always  give  his  opinion  unconditionally 
of  the  pieces  he  had  even  perused,  and  was  competent  to  decide 
Upon '.  He  did  not  choose  to  have  his  sentiments  generally 
known  ;  for  there  was  a  great  eagerness,  especially  in  those  who 
had  not  the  pole-star  of  judgment  to  direct  them,  to  be  taught 
what  to  think  or  say  on  literary  performances.  '  What  does 
Johnson  say  of  such  a  book?'  was  the  question  of  every  day. 
Besides,  he  did  not  want  to  increase  the  number  of  his  enemies, 
which  his  decisions  and  criticisms  had  created  him ;  for  he  was 
generally  willing  to  retain  his  friends,  to  whom,  and  their  works, 
he  bestowed  sometimes  too  much  praise,  and  recommended  be- 
yond their  worth,  or  perhaps  his  own  esteem.  But  alTection  knowfe 
no  bounds.  Shall  this  pen  find  a  place  in  the  present  page  to 
mention,  that  a  shameless  Aristoplianes  had  an  intention  of 
taking  him  off  upon  the  stage,  as  the  Heiu-arsal  does  the  great 
Dryden  •?  When  it  came  to  the  notice  of  our  exasperated  man 
of  learning,  he  conveyed  such  threats  of  vengeance  and  personal 
punishment  to  the  mimic,  that  he  was  glad  to  proceed  no  farther*. 
The  reverence  of  the  public  for  his  character  afterwards,  which 
was  increasing  every  year,  would  not  have  suffered  him  to  be  the 
object  of  theatrical  ridicule.  Like  Fame  in  Virgil,  vires  acqutrit 
tundo  *.  In  the  year  17J8  he  wrote  the  Life  vf  Fathtr  Paul.Aad 
published  proposals  for  a  translation  of  \ns  History  of  the  Council 
of  Trent,  by  subscription  :  but  it  did  not  go  on  ^  Mr.  Urban 
even  >xt  hopes  to  recover  some  sheets  of  this  traasiation, 
that  were  in  a  box  under  St.  John's  Gate;  more  certainly  once 


•  'Johnson.  "My  judg^tient  1 
have  fouod  is  no  certain  niJc  as  to 
(he  sale  of  n  book."  Boswell. 
•  I'niy,  Sir,  have  yiiu  been  much 
plagued  with  authors  sending  you 
their  works  to  revise!"  Johnson, 
**  No,  Sir ;  I  have  been  thought  n 
sour,  surly  fellow.""  JJfe^  iv.  121. 
Sfte  oMU,  i.  33a. 

'.  /jyfe,  ii.  168;   Works,  vii.  372. 
'  The  mimic  was  Footc.    Ante,  i. 

424. 

•  Atneid,  iv.  175. 

»  U/t,  i.  107, 135,  ijg. 


Maeaulay,  after  saying  that  he 
•admires  no  historians  much  except 
HrrodotHs,  Thucydidcs  and  Tacilus,' 
continues  ^^' Pc-rhajis,  in  his  wa/, 
a  very  peculiar  way,  I  might  add 
Fra  I'acto. ...  He  is  my  brouritc 
modem  historian.  His  subject  did 
not  admit  of  vivid  [lainling:  but, 
what  he  did,  he  did  belter  than  any- 
body.' Trcvelyan's  Macautay,  ed. 
1877,  ii.  370,  28s,  'Tliat  incom- 
parable hisioriAn,'  Gibbon  called 
him.    Mifc-  Workt,  iv.  551. 
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placed  there,  than  Rowley's  Poems  were  in  the  chest  in  a  to«er 

of  the  citurch  of  Bristol '. 

Night  was  his  time  for  composition.  Indeed  he  literally  turned 
night  into  day,  nicies  vtg'Uahat  ad  ipsum  mane  ;  but  not  iilte 
Tigellius  in  Horace  ".  Perhaps  he  never  was  a  good  sleeper,  and 
(white  all  the  rest  of  the  world  was  in  bed)  be  chose  his  lanip,  in 

the  words  of  Milton, 

*  In  midoight  boar, 
Were  seen  in  some  htgli  loDcly  lower'/ 

He  wrote  and  lived  perlups  at  one  time  only  from  day 
day,  and  (according  to  vulgar  expression)  from  sheet  to  shed. 
Dr.  Cheyne  *  reprobates  the  practice  of  turning  rught  into  day. 
as  pernicious  to  mind  and  body.  Jortin  has  something  to  say 
on  the  vigils  of  a  learned  man,  in  his  Lift  of  Erasmus.  '  As  ht 
would  not  sleep  when  he  could,  nothing  but  opium  could  procure 
him  repose.'  There  is  cause  to  believe,  he  would  not  haw 
written  unless  under  the  pressure  of  necessity.  M^ffisttr  ariii 
ingeaique  largiter  wtiter,  s-iya  Persius  K  He  wrote  to  Itw^awi 
luckily  for  mankind  lived  a  great  many  years  to  write.  All  hit 
pieces  are  promised  for  a  new  edition  of  his  works  under  the 
inspection  of  Sir  John  Hawkins,  one  of  his  executors,  who  h» 
undertaken  to  be  his  bic^rapher.  Johnson's  high  tory  priih 
ciples  in  church  and  state  were  well  known.  But  neitber  hii 
Pr^kecy  0/  the  Hanover  Horse,  lately  niaJiciou-ily  reprinted', 


'  Lift,  iii.  (o. 

■  5*i/j>rj,  i.  3.  17-  Slecvens  dcnio 
Ihat  '  nigln  was  Julinxon's  lime  for 
composition.'     /intf,  ii.  338. 

^  '  Or  Id  my  lamp  at  midnig^ht 
hour 
Be  seen   in  some  bi^b  lonely 
tower.' 

Ii  Penserosa,  I.  85. 

*  Lift,  i.  65.  Fielding  writes  his 
name  Cheney,  which  shuwa  how  it 
W4»  pronounced.  '  The  Ic.irocd  Dr. 
Cheney  used  lo  call  drinking  punch 
pouring  liquid  fire  down  your  throat.' 
Tom  Jcfus,  Bk.  xi.  ch.  8. 

'  Pn'iogHS,  1.  ta 

*  Mtirmor-  I^orfotdetut  {Lift,   \. 


141)  'resolves  itself  into  on  uivecint 
against  a  standing  army,  a  ridiniklf 
the  baUncc  oF  (Mwer,  compUinu  ii 
the  insctivity  of  tlie  British  lion,  I'd 
lliai  the  Hanover  horse  was  vJfoi 
losucV  his  blood.*  Ha*rldiis,|k71 
It  was  reprinted  in  1775-  Abwi  1 
year  Isler  Bos«cU  tnentioQed  A* 
republication  to  Johnson.  'To  dt 
surprise,  be  h:id  not  yci  heard  oliL 
He  requested  me  to  go  dinctiynl 
get  it  for  him,  which  I  did.  Ut 
looked  al  it  and  laughed,  and  mmhI 
[11  be  much  diverted  with  the  fteklt 
efforts  of  hit  uakoown  a<tvcnsif. 
who,  I  hope,  is  altre  to  rud  tbi* 
account    ''  Now   (said   be>  ben  ti 
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nor  his  political  principles  or  conversations,  got  him  into  uiy 
personal  difficulties,  nor  prevented  the  offer  of  a  pension,  nor  his 
acceptance.  Rara  temjwum  f/iidlas,  tiH  ifntire  qua  vflis,  tt^ 
qua"  s^nlias  dkere  Iket '.  The  present  royal  family  arc  winning 
the  hearts  of  all  the  friends  of  the  house  of  Stuart '.  There  is 
here  neither  room  nor  leisure  to  ascertain  :the  progress  of  his 
publications,  though,  in  the  idea  of  Shcnstone,  it  would  exhibit 
the  history  of  his  mind  and  thoughts. 

He  was  employed  by  Osborne  to  make  a  catalogue  of  the 
Harleian  Library.  Perhaps,  like  those  who  stay  too  long  on  an 
errand,  he  did  not  make  the  expedition  his  employer  expected, 
from  whom  he  might  deserve  a  gentle  reprimand.  The  fact  was, 
when  he  opened  a  book  he  liked,  he  could  not  restrain  from 
reading  it.  The  boolcscllcr  upbraided  him  in  a  gross  manner, 
ajid,  as  tradition  goes,  gave  him  the  lie  direct,  though  our 
catalogue-maker  oflfcrcd  at  an  excuse.  Johnson  turned  the 
volume  into  a  weapon,  and  knocked  him  down,  and  told  him, 
•not  to  be  in  a  hurry  to  rise,  for  when  he  did,  he  proposed 
kicking  him  down  stairs*.  Perhaps  the  lie  direct  may  be 
puni^hcd  ad  modum  recipuntis,  as  the  law  gives  no  satisfaction. 
His  account  of  the  collection,  and  the  tracts  that  are  printed  in 
quarto  volumes*,  were  well  received  by  the  public.  Of  Ms  folio 
labours  in  his  Engli.sh  Dictionary  ^  a  word  mu-st  be  said ;  but  there 
is  not  room  for  much.  Tlie  delineation  of  his  plan,  which  was 
esteemed  a  beautiful  composition,  was  inscribed  to  Lord  Chester- 
field, 00  doubt  with  permission,  whilst  he  was  secretary  of  stated 
It  was  at  this  time,  he  said,  he  aimed  at  elegance  of  writing,  and 


somebody  who  thinks  he  has  vexed 
tn«  Mdly :  yet,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  you.  you  rc^c.  I  should  prob- 
ably never  have  seen  it.""     Lift,  i. 

■  Tacitus,  Hittoriaet  \.  I. 

*  '  Dr.  Johnson  Krew  90  out- 
rageous as  to  say  (in  1777]  that  if 
EitgUnd  irere  fairly  polled  the  pre- 
sent King  would  be  sent  iiway  to- 
night, and  his  adherents  hangfcd 
U^oiorrow.'  Lift,  iii.  155.  "  .Sir 
(said  he  [1783]  in  a  low  voice,  hKving 


come  nearer  to  me,  whil«  his  old 
prejudices  seemed  to  be  fermenting 
in  his  mind),  this  Ilanuvcrian  f;imily 
is  isol^  here.  They  have  no  friends.' 
Jb.  iv.  165. 

'  AHU,\.yi\\  lJfi,\.\^. 

*  The  HarltietR  Misttilany  was 
printed  in  cighi  quarto  volumes. 
Johnson  ivfote  the  preface,     i^f't  >• 

175- 

'  His  Diii.imtiry  was  published  in 
two  folio  volumes. 

•  /*.  i.  183. 

act 


stt  for  his  emulation  the  Preface  of  Chambers  to  his  CychptdW. 
Johnson  undoubtedly  expected  bcncfici.il  patronage.  It  should 
seem  that  he  was  in  the  acquaintance  of  bis  Lordship,  and  tha.t 
he  had  dined  at  his  table,  by  an  allusion  to  him  in  a  letter  to  bis 
son,  printed  by  Mrs.  Stanhope,  and  which  he  himself  would  have 
been  afraid  to  publish.  While  he  was  ineffectually  hallooii^  the 
Graces  in  the  ear  of  his  son,  he  set  before  him  the  slovenly  tie- 
haviour  of  our  author  at  his  table,  whom  he  acknowledges  a  a 
great  genius,  but  pcnnts  him  out  as  a  rock  to  avoid,  and  conaden 
him  only  as  '  a  respectable  Hottentot '.'  When  the  book  came 
out,  Johnson  took  his  revenge,  by  saying  of  it, '  that  the  instruc- 
tions to  his  son  inculcated  the  manners  of  a  dancing  master,  and 
the  morals  ofa  prostitute  '.'  Within  thi.s  year  or  two  he  (^tserved 
(for  anger  is  a  short-lived  passion),  that,  bating  some  impro- 
prieties, it  contained  gnod  directions,  and  was  not  a  bad  systcn 
of  education  '.  But  Johnson  probably  did  not  think  so  highly 
of  his  own  appearance  as  of  his  morals.  For,  on  being  asked  if 
Mr.  Spencc  lud  not  paid  him  a  visit  ^?  '  Ves,'  sa>-s  he,  'and 
he  probably  may  think  he  visited  a  bear.'  '  Johnson,'  sa)-s  tlie 
author  of  the  Life  of  SocraUs^  'is  a  literary  savage.'  'Verj' 
likely,'  replied  Jt^nson  ;  '  and  Cooper  (who  was  as  thick  as  kxig) 
is  a  literao'  Punchinello^' 


*  '  He  onc«  told  me  that  be  bad 
fonned  his  siylo  upon  ihai  of  Sir 
William  Tcni)>]c,  and  upuu  Cham- 
bers's Propcual  for  his  Dictietiary' 
Zi/?,  1.218. 

*  I  had  proved,  1  thought,  beyond 
a  doubt  ihat  it  was  not  Johnson,  but 
the  first  Ltiiil  Lyttclton,  who  was 
Chesterfield's  HottenioL  Life,  i.  S67, 
«,  a;  Lcrd  CJutlerJUld's  Worldly 
Wisiiptn,  p.  134.  1  was  disiip pointed 
to  find  that  the  Professor  of  English 
Literature  in  Glasgow,  the  late  Mr. 
John  N  jchoi,  held  Co  the  old  opinion  in 
his  Thomas  Car/y/f  {English  Men  of 
Letters  Series),  p.  44.  Seeitw/^,  1.  384.. 

'  '  They  leach  ihe  morals  <rf  a 
whore,  and  the  manners  ofa  diuicing 
master.'    U/tt  i.  266. 


'  'Lord  CbttterfieM's  Uiun  U  Ui 
Son,  I  think,  might  be  made  a  vsjf 
pretty  book.  Tnke  out  the  iif 
mobility,  and  it  riiould  be  put  intn 
Ihe  hands  of  every  young  geatleouB.' 
/*.  iii.  53. 

'  '  I  mentioned  Pope's  6icDd, 
Spenee.  JOHXSOX.  "He  was  a 
weak  conceited  man."  BoswiU. 
"  A  good  scholar,  Sir  ? "  JOHSSOS. 
"^NTiy,  no,  .Sir."  BoswKLi_-He 
was  a  pretty  scholar."  JOHWSOS- 
"You  have  about  readied  bioL" 
/Av.  317. 

'  Cooper  wrote  the  Lift  t^Sotnia. 
•  Ileintj  told  that  Gilbert  Cmps 
[rii]  calW  him  the  Caliban  o(  Lhen- 
ture;  "Well  I  said  he,)  I  ntust  dak 
him  the  PunchineUo." '    Li/e,  i.  it^ 
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It  does  not  appear  that  Lord  Chesterfield  showed  any  sub- 
stantial proofs  of  approbation  to  our  Phtlologer,  for  that  was  the 
professional  title  he  chose'.  A  small  present  he  would  have 
diidained '.  Johnson  was  not  of  a  temper  to  put  tip  with  the 
affront  of  dLsappointmcnt.  lie  revenged  himself  in  a  letter  to 
his  Lordship,  written  with  great  acrimony,  and  renouncing  all 
acceptance  of  favour'.  It  was  handed  about,  and  probably  will 
be  published,  for  litera  scripta  manet.  He  used  to  say,  'he  was 
mistaken  in  his  choice  of  a  patron,  for  he  had  simply  been 
endeavouring  to  gild  a  rotten  post'.' 

Lord  Chesterfield  indeed  commends  and  recommends  Mr. 
Johnson's  Dictionary  in  two  or  three  numbers  of  the  Wvrld, 
Not  words  alone  pleased  him,  '  When  I  had  undergone,'  says 
the  compiler,  'a  long  and  fatiguing  voyage,  and  was  just  getting 
into  port,  this  Lord  sent  out  a  small  cock-boat  to  pilot  me  in'.' 
Theagreement  for  this  great  work  was  for  fifteen  hundred  pounds. 
This  w-TS  a  large  bookseller's  venture  at  that  time :  and  it  is  in 
many  sliares^  Robertson,  Gibbon,  and  a  few  more,  have  raised 
the  price  of  manuscript  copies,  tn  the  course  of  fifteen  years, 
two  and  twenty  thousand  pounds  have  been  paid  to  four  authors'. 


•  '  Philology  and  biography  were 
his  {avouritc  pursuits.'  Uft,  iv.  34. 
'  The  faults  of  the  book  [the  Die- 
tfonary]  resolve  tTicmseives,  for  the 
most  pain,  into  one  f^rtax  fuult. 
Johnson  was  a  wretched  ciymolQ- 
gist.'  Mooiulay's  Misc.  IVHtt'ngi, 
ed.  1871,  p^  3S3.  Perhaps  he  was 
not  worse  than  some  of  the  mnst 
learned  of  bis  coDtcinporarics.  Phi- 
iolugy.  a*  X  science,  did  not  yet 
exist.  JobusDfi  defines  it  as  '  crili- 
d«n ;  granunaiioU  learning.' 

*  He  had  received  icn  pounds. 
Li/t,  i.  26t. 

»  /*.  \.  a6t. 

'  According  to  Rebecca  Warner 
(Origma/  LflUrst  p.  804],  Jolinsun 
tellint;  Joseph  Fowkc  atwut  his  re- 
fesaJ  to  dedicate  his  Dittionary  to 
CbcMerlicId,  »aid:— 'Sir,  I  found  1 
must  h&vc  gilded  a  rolien  post.' 


*  Li/e,  i.  260 ;  ante,  i.  405. 

'  BoswcU  mentions  seven  partners 
in  the  Dictionary.  Life,  i,  183.  In 
the  litte-page  of  the  first  edition  an 
eighth,  L.  Hawes,  1?  mcntioiwd. 

'  Id  1773  Hawkcsworih  was  paid 
/6,ooo  for  Cook's  Voyttxti,  lb.  \\. 
347,  M.  5-  In  1768  Robertson  was 
paid  /^Jp^oo  for  the  first  edition  of 
his  Charlti  V.  For  the  sccotid  edi- 
tion he  was  to  receive  .£400,  Letitrs 
of  ffume  to  Strahati,  p.  1 5.  Hume, 
for  the  first  two  volumes  of  his  MV- 
tvry  it/ Ettj^land  [Khz  iiX'iAn  period), 
received,  it  seems,  /i,940-  Ai  this 
tale  he  would  h.tve  received  nearly 
/,'8|Ooo  for  the  whole  work.  '  The 
copy-money  given  itic  by  ilie  book- 
sellers,' he  wrote,  'much  exceeded 
anyihmg  formerly  Icnown  in  Eng- 
land.' J6.  pp.  i;,  33.  How  much 
Gibbon  was  paid  is  not,  1  thinkf 
Johnson's 
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Johnson's  world  of  words  demands  fVequcnC  editions.  His  titles 
of  Doctor  of  La.ws  from  Dublin  and  from  Oxford '  (both  of  which 
came  to  him  unasked  and  unknown,  and  only  not  unmerited); 
his  (>cnsion  from  the  King,  which  is  to  be  considered  a»  a  reward 
for  his  ptoncerinf;  services  id  the  English  language,  and  by  no 
meaos  as  a  bribe';  gave  him  consequence,  and  made  the 
Dictionary  and  its  author  more  extensively  known.  It  is  a 
royal  satis^ction  to  have  made  the  life  of  a  learned  noan  more 
oomfcrtable  to  him. 

'These  are  imperial  works,  and  wtmhy  Kings V 

Lord  Corke,  who  would  have  been  kinder  to  him  than  Stanhope 
(if  he  could)  as  soon  as  it  came  out,  presented  the  Dictionary  to 
the  Academy  dclla  Crusca  at  Florence  in  17^5*-  Even  for  the 
abridgment  in  octavo',  which  puts  it  into  every  body's  hands,  be 
was  paid  to  his  satisfaction,  by  the  liberality  of  his  booksellers. 
His  reputation  is  as  great  for  compiling,  digesting,  and  ascertaining 
the  Ei^lish  language,  as  if  he  had  invented  it.  His  Grammar 
in  the  beginning  of  the  work  was  the  best  in  our  language,  in  the 
opinion  of  Goldsmith.  During  the  printing  of  his  Dictionary, 
the  RambUrs  came  out  periodically;  for  he  could  do  more 
than  one  thir^  at  a  time.  He  declared  that  he  wrote  them  by 
way  of  relief  from  his  application  to  his  Dictionary,  and  for  the 
reward.  He  has  told  this  writer,  that  he  had  no  ejcpcctaCioa 
they  would  have  met  with  so  much  success,  and  been  so  much 
read  and  admired  ^    What  was  amusement  to  him,  is  instruction 


known.  Dlair  wac  p;iid  for  his  Str- 
mont,  £\,ioa.  IJJt.  iii.  98.  For  hi* 
Lrcitfrts  on  RhttprU,  which  came 
later,  be,  no  doubt,  received  a  far 
largersum.  His.^^nMosjand  Hume's 
Jiiftcry  do  001,  httwever,  fsill  within 
'a  course  of  rificcn  years.'  Boswell 
was,  it  &CCIIU,  otTcred  £i,ooo  for  bis 
U/t  ef  Jeknsom,  but  he  resolved  to 
keep  the  copyright.    Amie,  ii.  33,  37. 

'  Li/t,\.a,m\  ii.  331. 

'  '  He  told  Sir  Joshua  that  Lord 
Bote  said  to  him  (Expressly,  "  It  is 
not  given  you  for  anjihing  you  are 
to  do,  but  for  what  you  have  done." 


Hii  Loidshtp,  he  caid,  behaved  in 
the  handtotnect  truuincr.  He  re- 
pealed the  words  twice,  that  he 
miKht  be  sure  Johnson  heard  them.' 
/*.  i.  374- 

'    'ThcBC  are   imperial  ait>  aod 
worthy  thee.' 
Dryden,  quoted  in  Juhnsoa's  /K> 
tiffnary. 

*  tift^  i.  39S,  443.  Stanhope  ttm 
Lord  Chesterfield. 

»  /A.  i.  305. 

*  *So  slowly  did  this  excetlent 
work,  of  which  twelve  editions  ba« 
now  issued  from  the  press,  gain  upon 

to 
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to  others.  Goldsmith  declared,  that  a  system  or  morals  might 
be  drawn  from  these  Essays:  this  idea  is  takca  up  and 
executed  by  a  publication  in  an  alphabetical  series  of  moral 
maxims '. 

The  Rambler  is  a  ^cat  task  for  one  person  to  accomplish, 
angle-handed.  For  he  was  assisted  only  in  two  Essays  by 
Ricliardson,  two  by  Mrs.  Carter,  and  one  by  Mi.^*)  Talbot '.  His 
Idlers  had  more  hands '.  The  World* ^  the  Cmnoissntr^^ 
(the  Gray's  Ihh  yournai  an  exception*,)  the  Afirror',  the 
AJtvHturrr'.  the  0/d  Mnid^,  all  had  helpmates.  The  toilet 
39  well  as  the  shelf  and  table  have  these  volumes,  lately  re- 
published with  decorations.  Shcn-stone.his  fellow  collegian. calls 
his  style  a  learned  one".  There  is  indeed  too  much  Latin  in  his 
English.  He  seems  to  have  caught  the  infectious  language  of  Sir 
Thomas  Brown,  whose  works  he  read,  in  order  to  write  his  life". 
Though  it  cannot  be  said,  as  Campbell  did  of  his  own  last  work  "*, 


the  wOTld  at  large,  that  even  in  the 
dosing  number  the  aiithour  says,  "I 
have  never  been  muck  a  fAvaurite  of 
the  puWiclc' "     r.i/e,  i.  ao8. 

'  In  7'kr  H*ttuties  of  the  RitmbUr. 
Jh.  L  214.  In  HfU  I  on  ihis  pnge 
1  ba^'e  confused  this  book  with  Tht 
Btautiet  cf  Johnson. 

•  lb.  \   103  ;  antf,  \.  465. 

•  Lift,  i-  33* 

•  Ih.  \.  257.  tt.  3. 
»  Ih.  i.  410,  n.  3. 

•  '  It  was  successfully  carried  on  by 
Mr.  Murphy  alonciwhcn  a  v«ry  young 
cniin.*    Ih.  L  356 ;  ante,  \.  408. 

•  Uft,  w.  390. 

•  A  i.  331. 

•  By  rranccs  Brooke,  I/SS-^. 

"  Shenstonc  matriculated  on  May 
35.  1733,  more  than  Iwo  years  iifier 
Johnson  Mt,  Dr.  Johnipn:  His 
Friendi  and  hit  Critiis,  p.  345. 
Writing  on  Feb.  9,  1760.  Slit-Tistone 
Miys:— "1  have  lately  been  reading 
one  or  Iwo  volume*  of  'Ihn  KambUr\ 
who,  cxccpiing  agninst  some  few 
hoidncsaes  in  his  manner,  and  the 


want  of  more  examples  to  enliven,  is 
one  of  the  most  nervous,  most  per- 
spicuous, most  concise,  [and]  moai 
harmonious  prose  writers  I  know, 
A  learned  diction  improves  by  lime.' 
Uft,  ii .  45  a. 

"  '  Sir  Thomas  Brown,  whose  life 
Johnson  wrote,  was  rcmarlcably  fond 
nf  An^lo-I^tian  diction;  and  to  his 
example  we  ;iTe  to  ascribe  Jo-hnson'c 
sometimes  induJging  himself  in  ibis 
kind  of  phraseology.'  /A  i.  aai.  See 
ib,  i.  308  for  an  exiimple  of  Johnson's 
Brtmrnism.  Nevertheless  be  con- 
demned Browns  slyte  as  'a  tissue  <rf 
many  languages ;  a  mixture  of  hete- 
ro^-eneous  words  brought  together 
from  distant  regions,'  &c,  Worksi 
vj.  jooi  Murphy  traces  JohnsoTi'i 
learned  diction  to  his  work  un  the 
Di'Tlianary.     AnU,  i.  466- 

"  A  Political  Survey  of  Great 
Britain.  'Johnson  said  to  me.  that 
he  believed  Campbell's  disappoint- 
ment, on  account  of  the  bad  success 
of  diat  work,  bad  killed  him.'  Lije, 
ii.  447- 

that 
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chat  there  is  not  a  hard  word  En  it,  yet  he  does  not  rattle  through 
hard  words  and  stalk  through  poly-syllablcs,  to  use  an  expressioD 
of  Addison  ',  a£  in  his  earlier  productions.  Hb  style,  as  he  sa)? 
of  Pope,  became  smoothed  by  the  scythe,  and  levelled  by  ibe 
roller*.  It  pleased  him  to  be  told  by  Dr.  Robertson,  that  he  had 
read  his  Dictionary  twice  over.  If  he  had  some  enemies  beyood 
and  even  on  this  side  of  the  Tweed,  he  had  more  friends'.  Only 
he  preferred  England  to  Scotland.  As  it  is  cowardly  to  insult 
a  dead  lion,  it  is  hoped,  that  as  death  extinguishes  envy,  it  zbo 
does  ill-will :  'for  British  vengeance  wars  not  with  the  dead*.' 

He  gave  himself  very  much  to  eomp.-tnionable  friends  for  the 
last  years  of  his  life  (for  he  was  delivered  from  the  daily  labour 
of  the  pen,  and  he  wanted  rdaxation),  and  they  were  e^er  for 
the  advantage  anrl  repmation  of  his  conversation  *.    Therefore  be 
frequently  left  his  own  home  (for  his  household  gods  wete  not 
numerous  or  splendid  enough   for  the   reception    of  his  great 
acquaintance  *),  and  vbited  them  both  in  town  and  country.  Thii 
was  particularly  the  case  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thrale  (ex  mna£sa 
omttfs''),  who  were  the  most  obliging  and  obliged  of  all  within  his 
intimacy,  and  to  whom  he  was  introduced  by  his  friend  Murph)'*. 
He  lived  with  them  a  great  part  of  every  year.     He  formcdat 
Strcatham  a  room  for  a  library,  and  increased  by  his  iccom- 
mcndation  the   number   of  books.     Here  he  was  to  be  foond 
(himself  a  library)  when  a  friend  called  upon  him ;  and  by  him  tbe 
friend  was  sure  to  be  introduced  to  the  dinner-table,  which  Ma 
Thrale  knew  how  to  spread  with  the  utmost  plenty  and  elcgaocc*: 


'  'Your  high  nonsense  blusters  and 
mnkes  a.  noi&c :  it  suilkfi  upon  hard 
word*  aod  ratOes  through  poly 
ayllablea.'       'lAe    IVAig    Examiner, 

No.4- 

*  '  Pope's  page  19  n  velvet  lawn, 
shaven  by  the  scythe  and  levelled  by 
the  roller.'     tVarit,  viii.  324. 
■•  /J/r,  ii.  121,  306  ;  ante,  1.  439. 
•'From   le.il   or  malice  now  no 
more  we  drcnd, 
For    English    vengeance    wars 
not  with  ihc  dead.' 
Johnson's  Pta/ogue /o A  WordiolAe 


Wise.   J.i/e,\\\.u^%aMU,i.\%\\*.f^ 

*  Ante,  ii.  115. 

*  Cotwell,  who  dined  and  tbptU 
Johnson's  house,  'found  cvcrydnlg 
in  cxc«tlem  order/  Li/e,ii.3i^,^y, 
iv.  92.  Hawkins  (««//,  ii.  !»►  liji 
that  he '  sometimes  gai-e  noi  inckgtM 
dinneis.'    See  also  ante,  il.  141. 

'  'Crimine  ab  uno 

Disec  onwies,'  Aeittid,  n.65. 

*  AttU,  i.  331, 

*  For  her  luxurious  tabk  see  L^, 
iii.  433,  n.  I ;  Letttrs,  ii.  3119,  ud 
anit,  ii.  43, 

and 


and  which  was  often  adorned  with  such  guests,  that  to  dine  there 
was,  efttlis  aerumbtre  dtvitm  '.  Of  Mrs.  Thrale.  if  mentioned  at 
all,  less  cannot  be  said,  than  that  in  one  of  the  latest  opinions  of 
Johnson,  "if  she  was  not  the  wisc«i  woman  in  the  world,  she  was 
undoubtedly  one  of  the  wittiest*.'  She  took  or  caused  such  care 
to  be  taken  of  him,  during  an  illness  of  continuance,  that  Gold- 
smith told  her.  'he  owed  his  recovery  to  her  attention'.'  She 
taught  him  to  lay  up  soniething  of  his  income  every  year*.  Be- 
sides a  natural  vivacity  in  conversation,  she  had  reading  cnot^h, 
and  the  Rods  had  made  her  poetical.  TA^  Three  Warnings^ 
(the  subject  she  owned  not  to  be  original)  are  highly  interesting 
»nd  serious,  nnd  literally  come  home  to  every  body's  breast  and 
bo«om.  The  writer  of  this  would  not  be  sorry  if  this  mention 
could  follow  the  lady  to  Venice*.  At  Strcatham,  where  our 
Phtlologer  was  also  guide,  philosopher,  and  friend',  he  passed 
much  time.  His  inclinations  here  were  consulted,  and  his  will  was 
a  law.  With  this  family  he  made  excursions  into  Wales'  and 
to  Bright ht-lmstone.  Change  of  air  and  of  place  were  grateful 
to  him,  for  he  loved  vici-^situdc.  But  he  could  not  long  endure 
the  illiteracy  and  rusticity  of  the  country",  for  woods  and  groves, 
and  hill  and  date,  were  not  his  scenes: 


'  Afuid,  i.  79. 

•  '"I  wndcr,"  said  Mrs.  Thmlc, 
"you  bearwitli  my  nonftcnse."  '"  No, 
Madam,  you  never  liilk  nonsense; 
you  lijivc  a»  much  sense  and  more 
wit  ihiin  any  wmiiHn  I  know.'"  Mine. 
I>'Arblay"»  IJiary,  i.  67.  See  also 
Lttlers,  it.  153, 

'  AnU,  i.  2X. 

*  If  this  is  a  fact,-  which  I  greatly 
M.  —  he    repaid    lier   Icason    by 

economy  on   her   and   her 

busband.  Ltittn^  i.  198-9.  Se«  Lift, 
V.  44=t  where  he  recurdeil  in  his 
Diary :— '  M  rs.  Thrale  i*)Si  her  purse. 
She  expressed  sn  much  une:Lsiness, 
that  I  cwndudetl  llie  sum  to  be  very 
great;  but  when  I  heard  tA  only 
seven  i;ainc3$,  I  wns  gbri  lo  find 
that  &he  had  so  much  sea^iblliiy  of 
moDcy.' 

VOL.  II.  A 


'  /*.  ii.  36.  Hayward's/^AK'', »). 
1S61,  it.  165. 

According  to  Lysons  'the  first 
hint  of  this  poem  was  given  to  her 
by  Johnson ;  she  brought  it  to  him 
very  incorrect ;  and  he  not  only  re- 
visi:d  it  ihroitghout,  but  supplied 
seveml  new  lines.'  She  denied  that 
it  Wits  su;,');est<:d  by  JvhiiM>n,  but 
apparently  admitted  itie  rest  of  the 
stiiienient.     I'uor's  Mah'ne,  p.  413. 

"  After  her  wjcond  roaihage,  In 
July,  1784,  she  had  goM  to  Italy. 
Lelicrs,  ii.  407,  n.  3. 

'  Pope,  lisxay  on  Man,  \\\  390. 
Applied  also  by  Boswdl  to  Johnson  in 
connexion  with  Mrs.  Thrale.  Zi/<-,iii.6. 

"  lb.  V.  437.  He  Also  accompanied 
them  lo  France.  /A.  ii.  384.  Brighton 
h«  frequenily  visited  with  ihem. 

*  Neveitbelcss  lie  paid  long  visits 
a  '  Tower 'd 
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'Tower'd  cities  pleuc  us  iben. 
And  ihe  busy  hum  of  men  *.' 

Rut  the  greatest  honour  of  his  life  was  from  a  visit  that  he 
received  from  a  Great  Personage  in  the  Library  of  the  Queen's 
palace — only  it  was  not  from  a  King  of  his  own  tnakii^*.  John- 
son on  his  return  repeated  the  conversation,  which  was  cnucfa  to 
the  honour  of  the  great  person,  and  was  as  well  supported  u 
Lewis  the  XlVth  could  have  continued  with  Voltaire.  He  said, 
he  only  wanted  to  be  more  known,  to  be  more  loved  *.  They 
parted,  much  pleased  with  each  other.  If  it  is  not  an  impcrtiKnt 
stroke  of  this  pen,  it  were  to  be  wished  that  one  more  pcfson 
had  conveyed  an  enquiry  about  him  during  his  last  illoets. 
'  Every  body  has  left  their  names,  or  wanted  to  know  how  I  do,' 

Miys  he,  ■  but ' *.     In  his  younger  days  he  had  a  great 

enemies,  of  whom  he  was  not  afraid. 

*AsV  you  what  provocation  I  hitre  had? 
The  sironK  antijtathr  <A  good  to  twd  *.* 

Churchill,  the  puissant  satirist,  challenged  Johnson  to  combat: 
Satire  ihc  weapon  ^  Johnson  never  took  up  the  gauntlet  or 
replied,  for  he  thought  it  unbecoming  him  to  defend  binuelf 
against  an  author  who  might  be  resolved  to  have  the  last  word'. 
He  was  content  to  let  his  enemies  feed  upon  him  as  long  as  tbej' 
could.  This  writer  has  heard  Churchill  declare,  that  *  he  thought 
the  poems  of  London,  and  Tltc  Vanitj/  of  Human  IVisAes,  h\\ 
of  admirable  verses,  and  that  all  his  compositions  were  diamonds 
of  the  first  water.'  But  he  wintcd  a  subject  for  his  pen  aod  fof 
raillery,  and  so  introduced  Pomposo  into  his  descriptions.  *Fflr. 
with  other  wise  folks;  he  sat  up  with  tlie  ghost'.'     Our  atttliofi 


1     IMJf 


to  llie  country— one  of  'nrar  six 
months'  in  1767.    ^*/f,  iii.  450-3. 

■  rAlUgro,  1.  1 17. 

'  JJ/e,  n.  33.  Tyers  apparently 
alludes  (o  Johnson's  liking  for  the 
Hfluse  of  Smart, 

'  For  Johnson's  praise  of  |he  King 
as  'tile  llnc»t  gentleman  he  had  ever 
seen '  see  iA.  it.  40. 

*  I  suppose  ihe  King  is  mpanl, 

*  Pope,    Epilogue  to  the  Satins, 

ii.  197. 


*  For  Churchill's  attack  on  Jotah 
son  see  his  IVetrks,  ed.  1766.1-  lA 
36t;  ii.  36,  and£i/f,  1.319,406,419; 
tji.  1,  n.  3.  Dr.  Wanoa  wroer  il 
1797:— 'We  all  rcmemher  ■ba 
Churchill  u'ui  RM>re  in  vogue  tt^ 
Gray.'  Warton's  Pope's  Werit,  i 
Introduction,  p.  JJ. 

'  For  Johnson's  silence  on  audi 
see  /.»/>,  i.  314:  "'•''.  i-  370,407. 

'  'ThegefittcmvDcniiaeai  FevtiK' 
rank  aod  character,'  aiDoof  dca 

vtn 
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who  had  too  implicit  a  confidence  in  human  testimony,  followed 
the  nirwiipapcT  invitation  to  Cock-lane,  in  order  to  detect  the 
imposter.or,  if  it  proved  a  being  of  an  higher  order,  and  appeared 
in  a  questionable  shape",  to  talk  with  it.  Posterity  must  be  per- 
mitted to  smile  at  the  credulity  of  that  period'.  Johnson  had 
otherwise  a  vulnerable  side  ;  for  he  was  one  of  the  few  Nonjurors 
that  were  left  \  and  it  was  supposed  he  would  never  bow  the 
knee  to  the  Baal  of  Whiggism.  This  reign,  which  disdained 
proscription,  began  with  granting  pensions  (without  requiring 
their  pens)  to  learned  men*. 

Johnson  was  unconditionally  offered  one ;  but  such  a  turn  was 
given  to  it  by  the  last  mentioned  satirical  poet,  that  it  might 
have  made  him  angry  or  odious,  or  both.  Says  Churchill, 
amongst  other  passages  very  entertaining  to  a  neutral  reader, 


'  He  (]amns  th(^  pension  that  h«  takes, 
And  loves  the  Sta»rt  he  forsakesV 


Johnson  smd  Daiiglas.  'tho  great 
detector  of  impostures,'  whn  one 
n^ht  inyctligatcd  the  story  of  the 
Cock  Lane  Ghost, '  sat  rather  more 
than  an  hour'  in  the  chamber  tvhere 
tbespirit  was  said  to  be  heard.  Li/f, 
i.  407,  n.  3. 

'  '  Thou  com'si  in  such  a  question* 
able  shape.'  Hamlet,  Act  i.  sc.  4. 
L  43.  Johnson,  in  a  now  on  this 
pusate,  says:— 'Hamlet,  nmaied  at 
an  apparition  which,  though  in  all 
ages  credited,  has  in  -Al  af^es  been 
coniidered  as  the  most  wonderful 
aiKl  mwA  dreadful  operation  of  super- 
natural  agcnc>-,  enquires  of  the 
spectre  in  ihe  most  ernphntick  terms 
why  he  breaks  ihe  order  of  nature  by 
icIuminK  fmm  the  dc:id.' 

•  Neither  Dr.  DouxIrs  nor  Horace 
Walpole,  who  both  went  10  Cock 
Lsn«,  had  any  credulity.  WaJpolc's 
LttUrt,  iii.  481.  For  Johnson's  state 
cf  mind  see  IJ/e.  ii.  1  ;o ;  iv.  198. 
Posterity,  just  at  pment,  has  enough 
to  do  in  smiling  at  the  credulity  of 
hs  own  period. 

A  a 


*  '  M  any  of  my  readers,'  says  Bos- 
well,  'win  be  surprised  when  I  men- 
tion that  Johnson  assured  me  he  had 
never  in  his  life  been  in  a  non-junn^ 
meeting-house.'  lb.  iv.  387.  For 
Johnson's  low  opinion  of  many  of 
the  Nonjurors  and  his  condemnation 
of  their  '  perverse ncss  nf  integrity 
see  (A  ii.  jit. 

*  'The  accession  of  George  the 
Third  to  the  throne  of  these  king* 
doms,  opened  a  new  and  brighter 
pnispcci  to  men  of  literary  merit, 
w5io  had  been  honoured  with  no 
mark  of  royal  favour  in  the  preccdinK 
rciKn.'  lb.  i.  572.  Goldsmiih,  Smol- 
lett and  Sterne  had  no  pension. 
Hume  hnd  one,  but  he  did  not  need 
it:  and  50  had  Home  and  Beattic, 
and  what  was  far  worse,  Shebbeare. 
I.aler  on  no  pension  was  found  for 
Bums. 

'  '  He  damns  the  pension  vihiek 
he  takes." 

ChurchiU'i  WorMi^  i.  363. 
See  Life,  \.  439. 

a  Not 
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Not  so  fast,  prcat  satirist— for  he  bad  now  no  friends  at  Rome. 
la  tb«  sport  of  conversation,  he  would  sometimes  take  the  wrong 
side  of  a  qucsttoo,  to  try  his  hearers,  on  for  his  own  exertions '. 
But  this  may  do  mischief  sometimes.  *  For,'  without  aiming  at 
ludicrous  quutation,  'he  could  dispute  on  ttoth  sides,  and  con- 
fute'.' Among  those  he  could  trust  himself  with,  he  would  eoter 
into  iniaginary  combat  with  the  whigs,  and  has  now  and  then 
shook  the  principles  of  a  sturdy  revoluttunist^.  Al]  ingeaiouf 
men  can  find  arguments  for  and  a^inst  every  thing  :  and  if  their 
hearts  are  not  good,  they  may  do  mischief  with  their  heads.  On 
all  occaMons  he  pressed  his  antagonist  with  so  strong  a  (root  of 
argument,  that  he  generally  prevented  his  retreat.  '  Evtrty 
body,'  said  an  eminent  detector  of  imptostcrs*,  'must  be  cainiait) 
how  they  enter  the  lists  with  Dr.  Johnson.'  Me  wrote  mixif 
political  tracts  since  his  pension.  Perhaps  he  would  not  have 
written  at  all,  unles*  impelled  by  gratitude*.  But  he  wrote  his 
genuine  thoughts,  and  imagined  himself  contending  on  the  right 
side.     A  great  parliamentary  character  seems  to  resolve  all  his 


■  Antt,  i.  390,  453. 
*    '  He  could  distinguish  and  divide 
A  bail  'iwixt  Aouth  ami  soutb- 

wcst  side ; 
On   cither    which    be    would 

dispute, 
Confute,  chance    hands,    and 
still  confute.' 

Hudibras,  \.  1.67. 
'  Revoluti&Piitt  was  one  who  up* 
held  the  printiplM  of  '  the  glorious 
RevoluliiOn.'  The  Kevoluiion  Society 
was  'a.  Ctub  wl:iich  liad  a  yearly 
fesiivaj  [on  November  4,  (he  birth- 
day  of  ihe  Prince  uf  Orantcc]  in 
commcmoraiion  of  the  events  of 
1688.'  .Stanbope's  Life  0/  Pitl, 
ii.  6s, 

In  the  S<ots  Magaaitie,  1 773,  p. 
613,  it  is  recorded  :— 'On  Nov.  IJ 
llicrc  was  a  general  meeting  of  Ihe 
members  of  the  Revolution  dub  in 
Edinburgh,  when  several  conatitu- 
tionol  and  patriotic  toasts  were  ;iven. 


suitable  10  the  occasion.  His  a- 
celJency,  Sir  Adolphns  Ougbtea  [the 
Cunnnu&dei  in  Chief  in  Scodud] 
proposed  tliMt  ibe  incmbcn  iboaU 
for  the  future  on  Nov.  1  j  meet  ttAj, 
and  walk  in  pTDcession  u>  dum^ 
where  X  senntMj  sbould  be  preadcd 
on  Revolution  principle*.  Tbcpw- 
posal  was  unantinouBljr  agreed  tn' 
Nov.  ijunis  thetaiDcuNor.^OM 
Style. 

*  Dr.  Douglas,  '  the  scom:^  of  im- 
posiors,  ttw  iKTOr  rA  (jiucks,'  ai 
Goldsmith  calta  hire  in  Jitt^tMm. 
Lift,  i.  3J9. 

*  '  He  compl^ncd  toa  Ri|(lii  Hof 
Durable  friend,  that  his  pensaan  kic 
ing  been  given  to  htm  as  a  tatenuj 
characEci,  he  luid  been  applied  t«  1^ 
admiDisiiaiicK)  to  write  poiilkal  {»■■ 
pblets:  and  he  was  even  s»  nuxft 
irriuted,  that  h«  de«:Ltred  bis  rewlo- 
tioii  to  rcaign  his  pension.'  A  u. 
S17-    Sec  amtt,  i.  41II. 

Amencai 
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American  notions  into  the  vain  expectation  of  rocking  a  man  in 
the  cradle  of  a  child '.  Johnson  recounted  the  number  of  his 
opponents  with  indifTerence.  He  wrote  for  that  government 
which  had  been  generous  to  him.  He  was  too  proud  to  call 
upon  Lord  Bute,  or  leave  his  name  at  his  house  *,  though  he 
was  told  it  would  be  afyreeabic  to  his  Lordship,  for  he  said 
he  had  performed  the  greater  difficulty,  for  he  had  taken  the 
penMon. 

The  last  popular  worlc,  to  him  an  easy  and  a  pleasing'  one,  was 
the  writing  ihe  lives  of  our  poets,  now  reprinted  in  four  octavo 
volumes.  He  finished  this  business  so  much  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  booksellers  that  they  presented  him  a  gratuity  of  one 
hundred  pounds,  having  paid  him  three  hundred  pounds  as  his 
price'.  The  Knaptons  made  Tindal  a  large  present  on  the  success 
of  his  translation  of  Rapin'^  history*.  But  an  unwritten  space 
must  be  found  for  wh;it  Johnsun  did  respecting  Shakspeara 
For  the  writer  and  reader  observe  a  disorder  of  time  in  this  page. 
He  took  so  many  years  to  publish  his  edition,  that  his  subscribers 
grew  displeased  and  clamorous  for  their  books  ',  which  he  might 
have  prevented.  For  he  was  able  to  do  a  great  deal  in  a  little 
time.  Though  for  collation  he  was  not  fit.  He  could  not  pore 
long  on  a  text*.     It  was  Columbus  at  the  oar.     It  was  on  most 

guineas  by  this  work  in  the  Course  of 
35  years.'     Ih.  iii,  1 1 1,  «,  1. 

'  '  I  am  credibly  informed  that  the 
Knaptons  will  get  8  or  iCio.ooo  by 


'  'We  may  «  well  think  of  rock- 
ins  >  cnxn)  man  in  ihc  cratiie  of  an 
infant.*  Burke**  Works,  cd.  1S08. 
iii.  I  £9. 

"  He  called  on  him  to  thank  him 
for  the  pension.  Lifiy  i.  374.  Sec 
Hawkins,  p.  594,  and  antet  i.  418. 

'  He  received  200  guineas  by 
ajfreement,  100  guineas  as  a  present, 
and  £ioo  for  revising  a  new  edition. 
U/e,  iii.  Ill ;  iv.  35,  «.  3;  l^tun, 
H.  175.  The  tjooksellets"  generosity 
wax  not  ffreat,  for  Johnsun  in  hii 
work  had  gone  far  beyond  their  ex- 
pectations and  his  own  intention 
ytJ/t,  iv.  35.  n.  1).  while  the  sum 
which  he  had  asked  for  w.is  absurdly 
small  He  might,  says  Malone,  have 
bad  i.goo  ^incAs.  The  booksellers, 
he  adds,  •  have  probably  got  5,000 


that  History.'  GfHti'tJnan' t MagaBint, 
1734,  p.  490.  They  had  a  share  also 
in  Johnson's  Dictionary.  Lift,  i.  18}. 

'  ib.  i.  3tg;  ante,  i.  433. 

*  'The  collator's  province  Is  safe 
and  easy. ...  I  colUtcd  «uch  copiei 
as  I  could  procure,  hut  have  not 
found  the  collectors  of  these  rarities 
very  communicative.  By  examining 
the  uld  collies  1  soon  found  thai  the 
later  puhlishcTS,  with  all  thuir  boasts 
of  diligence,  sulTered  many  p;iis;iges 
to  stand  unauthorised,  and  contented 
themielvesi  with  Rowc's  regulation 
nf  the  icxL  ....  These  coTruptions  I 
have  often  silently  rectitied. . . .  Con- 
literary 
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literary  jioints  difficult  to  get  himself  into  a  willingaess  to  work. 
He  was  idle,  or  unwell,  or  loth  to  act  upon  compulsion.  But  al 
la»t  he  tried  to  awake  his  faculties,  and,  like  the  lethargic  porter 
of  the  castle  of  Indolence,  'to  rouse  himself  as  much,  as  roiae 
himself  he  can  '.*  lie  confessed  that  the  publication  of  his 
Shakspcare  answered  to  him  in  every  respect.  He  had  a  vciy 
large  subscription  *. 

Dr.  Campbell,  then  alive  in  Quccii-squarc  ',  who  had  a  volnnie 
in  his  hand,  pronounced  that  the  prcficc  and  notes  were  worth 
the  whole  subscnptioo  money.  Vou  would  think  the  text  not 
approved  or  adjusted  by  the  past  or  present  editions,  and  re- 
quiring to  be  settled  by  the  future.  It  is  hoped  that  the  next 
editors  will  have  read  all  the  books  that  Shakspcare  read:  a  pio- 
mise  our  Johnson  gave,  but  was  not  able  to  pcfform  \ 

The  reader  is  apprized,  that  this  memoir  iii  only  a  sketch  of 
life,  manner,  and  writings — 


jecture,  though  tt  be  someliines  un- 
avoidable, I  have  not  wantonly  nor 
licentious!/  indulged.  It  has  been 
my  sciUed  principle  thai  the  reading 
of  ihc  ancient  books  is  probably 
true. ...  I  bav-e  endeai^oured  to  pcr- 
Torm  my  task  with  no  slight  solici- 
tude. Not  a  sintfic  passuge  in  the 
whole  work  bas  appeared  to  me  cor- 
rupt, which  I  have  not  attempted  to 
restore;  vt  obscure,  which  1  have 
noL  endciiYourcd  to  illustrate.'  John- 
son'* Skaktif<€ire,  Preface,  pp.  61, 
69. 

'  It  would  be  difficult  to  name  a 
moic  slovenly,  a  more  worthless 
edition  of  any  great  classic'  Mac- 
anlay's  Misc.  Works,  ed,  1871,  p. 
565.  'Johnson's  vigorous  and  com- 
prehensive undetslonding  threw  more 
llg^ht  on  his  author  than  all  his  pre- 
dleccssors  had  done.'  MsXonfls  Shake- 
sptart,  cd.  iSsi,  i.  345,  'Johnson's 
preface  and  notes  arc  distinguished 
by  clearness  of  thought  and  diction, 
and  by  masterly  common  sense.'  Cam- 
Mtige  Shitittptarf,  \.  Prebct,  p.  36. 


'    'Then   taking   bis   black  %oS 
be  cali'd  his  man. 
And  rous'd    himself  u  toocb 
as  rouse  himself  be  oa.' 
CanloLSi. 

*  On  April  16,  1757,  be  »Tot«:— 
'The  subscription,  thot^h  it  iau 
aoi  quite  equal  perhaps  my  aanasi 
hope,  for  when  was  hope  not  dis- 
appointed?—yet  goes  00  MkxiAlf.' 
IMitrt,  i.  73.  See  also  ib.  L  l£4> 
m.  3.  and  ante,  ii.  31a. 

'  '  Queen's  Square  it  an  am  if  a 
peculiar  kind,  il  bei&g  t«fi  opea  M 
one  side  for  (he  sake  of  tbe  bcuiliM 
landscape  formed  by  tbe  htUi  cf 
Highgate  and  Hampstead,  togctkl 
with  the  adjacent  fields.  A  dcbocr 
wanhy  [of  imitation].*  Dodskr'i 
London,  1 76 1,  v.  340L  Seeahoivlr. 
ii.  $1  n. 

*  In  his/'/-(^fu/t  Johntoosaid:— 
'The  editor  will  endeavour  ID  tai 
the  books  which  the  aoibot  real 
10  imce  bis  knowledge  to  Hssocrtc, 
and  compare  his  copies  with  tixir 
originals.'     tVvrJts,  v.  looi 

'In 


'In  every  »-ork  rcRard  ihe  writer's  end; 
For  none  can  compass  more  ihan  they  intend'.* 

It  looks  forwards  and  backwards  almost  at  the  same  time.  Like 
the  nightingale  in  Strada,  '  it  hits  imperfect  accents  here  and 
there*.'  Hawkcsworth,  one  of  the  Johnsonian  .ichool  \  upon  being 
asked,  whether  Johnson  was  a  happy  man,  by  a  gentleman  who 
had  been  just  intrtxiuccd  to  hitn,  and  w-inted  to  know  every  thing 
about  him,  confessed,  that  he  looked  upon  him  as  a  most  miserable 
being.  The  moment  of  enquiry  was  probably  abogt  the  time 
he  lost  his  wife,  and  sent  for  Hawkesworth,  in  the  most  earnest 

manner, to  come  and  give  him  consolation  and  his  company'. 

'And  skrcen  me  from  the  ills  of  life!*  is  the  conclusion  of  his 
sombrous  poem  on  November '.   In  happier  moments  (for  who  is 


*  '  Since  none,'  &c. 

Pope,  Etsny  im  CrMijtn,].  2$}. 

•  Addison,  in  TAe  Guaniian,  No. 
119,  deicribe^  how  in  Sirada's  /"ro- 
iusiens  '  ClaudJnn  had  ch'Mcn  for  hi^ 
subject  tlie  fiitiious  contest  between 
the  ni);h(inga]e  and  th«  lul^intst, 
which  C^ery  one  is  .icquainted  with, 
especially  since  Mr.  Philltpa  has  so 
fiiwly  improved  that  hint  in  one  of 
his  Pastorals,'  In  this  Pastoral  (No. 
vj  a  found  the  line  :— 

'And  adds  in  sweetness  what  she 

wants  in  sirenylh.' 
'  '  Hawketwocili    was   Johnson's 
closest  imitatdr,"  Li/e, '\.2i3   Courte- 
oay,  in  his  Lines  on  Johnson,  says  ; — 
'By  nature ■»  gifts  ordain 'd   inan- 
kind  lu  rule, 
He,  like    a    Tiiian,  form'd   his 
brilliant  school. 

titgenious  Hawkesworth   to  this 

school  we  owe. 
And  scarce  Ibc  pupil  from  the 
luloi  know.' 
In  this  school  he  places  also  Gold- 
smith,  Reynolds,   Uuincy,    Maionc, 
Siecvciu,  Jones  and  Boswcll.     Z.f/c, 
L  222-    All  of  Johnson's  school,  ac- 


cordine  to  Reynolds,  'were  ilistin- 
gui^hcd  for  a  love  of  truth  and  ac- 
curacy, whlcli  ih.ey  would  not  have 
possessed  in  the  same  degree  if  they 
hod  not  been  acquainted  with  John* 
son.'    lb.  iii.  330.    Sec  njUf.  \\.  227. 

*  '  He  deposited  the  rem:tins  of 
Mrs.  Johnson  in  the  ehurth  of  Brom- 
ley, in  Kent,  to  which  he  was  probably 
led  by  the  resirlencc  of  his  friend 
Haukesworlli  at  that  place'  Life, 
i.  241  ;  anU,  \.  399. 

*  The  Winter's  Walk  is  the  natne 
of  the  poem.  '  It  is  remarkable,  that 
in  lliis  first  edJtion  of  The  Winter's 
Waik,  the  concluding  line  is  much 
more  Juhnsonian  than  it  was  alier- 
wards  printed;  for  in  subsequent 
editions,  after  praying  Stella  to 
"snalcli  him  to  licr  arms,"  he  says, 

"And  skitld  me  from  the  Hli  of 
life." 
Whereas  in  the  first  edition  it  is 

"  And  hide  mc  from  the  sight  of 
life."'    Zj/tf,  i.  179- 

The  Winttt's  Walk,  I  feci  sur«, 
is  not  by  Johnson,  though  he  may 
have  supplied  Kawtccswotth,  who 
probably  wrote  it,  with  a  hnc  or  two. 
/*.  p.  172,  «.  3. 

not 
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not  subject  to  every  skyey  influence,  and  the  evil  of  the  hour'?) 
he  would  argue,  and  prove  it  in  a  sort  of  dissertation,  that  there 
was,  generally  and  individually,  nwrc  of  natural  and  moral  good. 
than  of  the  contrary '.  He  aswrtcd,  tliat  no  man  could  pronounce 
he  did  not  feci  more  pleasure  than  misery.  Hvcry  body  would 
not  answer  in  the  affirmative ;  for  an  ounce  of  pain  oulwc^bs 
a  pound  of  pleasure.  There  are  people  who  wish  they  had  never 
beea  bom — to  whom  life  is  a  disease — and  whose  apprchctuloos 
of  dying  paini  and  of  futurity  embitter  every  thing.  The  reader 
must  not  think-  it  impertinent  to  remark,  that  Johnson  did  ooC 
choose  to  pass  his  whole  life  in  celibacy.  Perhaps  the  njsiiij 
up  a  posterity  may  be  a  debt  and  duty  all  men  owe  to  those  who 
have  lived  before  them.  Johnson  had  a  daughter,  who  died  before 
its  mother,  if  this  pen  is  not  mistaken-'.  When  the.«)e  were 
gone,  he  tost  his  hold  on  life,  for  he  never  married  agaia  He 
has  expressed  a  surprize  that  Sir  Isaac  Xewton  continued  totally 
unacquainted  with  the  female  sex,  which  Ls  a^^erted  by  Voltaire; 
from  the  information  of  Chcscldcn  ',  and  is  admitted  to  be  inie 
For  curiosity,  the  first  and  most  durable  of  the  passions,  migbt 
have  led  him  to  o\xrcome  that  inexperience.  This  pen  tniya* 
well  finish  this  last  point  in  the  words  of  Fontenelle,  that  Sr 
Isaac  never  was  married,  and  perhaps  never  had  time  to  thiidc 
of  it '.  Whether  the  sun-shine  of  the  world  upon  our  author 
raised  his  drooping  spirits,  or  that  the  lenient  liand  of  time  it* 
moved  something  from  him,  or  that  his  health  meliorated  by 
mingling  more  with  the  croud  of  mankind,  or  not,  he  however 
apparently  acquired  more  chearfulness,  and  became  more  6t  for 


'  '  A  breath  thou  an. 

Servile  to  iill  itic  skiey  influcncM 
That  do  (hiK  babllation  wbeir 

thou  t(ec|)*5t 
Hourly  afltia.' 
Measure  for  Measurt^  Act  lii,  sc  i. 
L  7.  For  tho  effete  of  '  the  skicy  in- 
fluences'  on  Johnson    see    Life,  i. 

33=- 

'  For  hla  unhappy  thoughts  on  life 
«eey^.i.3i3,  J3i,».6.34j;  ii.  135; 
iv.  300;  anU,  ii.  3j6. 

'  Ho  never  tud  a  chUd. 


xav.  ya. 

*  '  II  ne  s*est  point  nuui^et  pent- 
CtTC  n'a  t-il  pas  cu  le  loisir  d'ypoitf 
JB.mais.  ablm^  d'abord  dus  4a 
(■tudts  prafondu  cccootinudkiptB- 
dani  la  force  de  I'flg^  occuptf  euniiE 
d'one  charge  impottante,  ei  nWe 
dc  sa  giuidc  consld^tinM,  n<a  w 
kui  laissail  »cnlir  ni  vuidc  Am  » 
vie  ni  bcsoin  d'une  tociM  6aa» 
tique.'    Slegf  de  Nfwtom,  «d  iTtfr 

the 
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the  labours  of  life  and  his  literary  function '.  But  he  certainly 
did  not  communicate  to  every  intruder  every  uneasy  sensation  of 
mind  and  body'.  Who,  it  may  be  asked,  can  determine  of  the 
ple4sure  and  pain  of  others?  True  and  sulcma  are  the  lines  of 
Prior,  in  his  So^hmcn  * : 

'  Who  breathes  must  suffer,  and  who  thinks  most  mourn ; 
And  b«  nloDC  is  blot,  who  ne'er  vas  bora.' 

Johnson  thought  he  had  no  right  to  complain  of  his  lot  in  life, 
or  of  having  been  disappointed  :  the  world  had  not  used  him  ill : 
it  had  not  broke  its  word  with  him :  it  had  promised  him 
nothing:  he  aspired  to  no  elevation:  he  had  fallen  from  no 
height*.  Lord  Gowcr  endeavoured  to  obtain  for  him,  by  the 
interest  of  Swift,  the  mastership  of  a  grammar-school  of  small 
income,  for  which  Johnson  was  not  qualified  by  the  statutes  to 
become  a  cindidate.  His  lordship's  letter,  published  some  years 
ago,  is  to  the  honour  of  the  subject:  in  praise  of  his  abilities 
and  integrity,  and  in  commiseration  of  his  distressed  situation*. 
Johnson  wished,  for  a  moment,  to  fill  the  chair  of  a  professor, 
at  Oxford,  then  become  v,icant,  but  he  never  applied  for  it.  He 
was  offered  a  good  h'ving,  by  Mr.  Langton,  if  he  would  accept  it, 
and  take  orrfers:  but  he  chose  not  to  put  off  his  lay  habit". 
He    would    have   made    an    admirable    library-keeper':    like 


•  '  It  picued  God  to  grant  him 
almoti  thirty  years  of  life,  nfter  this 
lime  [the  death  of  bis  wifc^j;  nnd 
once,  when  he  was  in  a  placid  fT^me 
ot  mini!,  he  was  obliged  to  own  to 
me  lh»t  h^*  had  enjoyed  happier 
days.  And  had  many  more  fiicnds, 
lince  Uiat  gloomy  hour  than  before.' 

'  Boswell,  writing  ofthc  yeai  1769, 
tays :— •  His  Mtdilatiens  eirongly 
proi'c  tbat  he  suffered  much  both  in 
body  and  mind. .  . ,  Every  generous 
and  gntiefu!  hcan  . . .  now  that  his 
unhappiness  it  certAinLyknown,  must 
respect  that  dignity  of  chanicier 
which  prevented  him  from  compkin- 
■Of;.'    Jb.  ii.  66. 

>  Bk.  iti.  1.  340. 


*  'Johnson.  -'Sir,  I  have  never 
roiQpUined  of  the  world,  ncir  do  I 
thinlc  that  I  have  reason  to  com- 
pbia."'  Life,  iv.  116.  'The  world 
is  not  so  unjust  or  unkind  as  it  is 
[leevishly  represented."  Lttttrs,  ii. 
315.    Sec  also  anlf,  i.  315. 

'  Ante,  i.  373;  /,(/*,  i.  133. 

•  Atttt,  ii.  107  ;  Life,  i.  330. 

'  '  Mr.  Lc%'ct  this  day  shewed  me 
Dr.  Johnson's  library,  which  wj»» 
contained  in  (wo  garrets  over  his 
Chambers.  I  found  a  number  of 
good  books,  but  very  dusty  and  in 
great  confusion.  The  floor  WM 
sircwcd  with  manusuipt  leaves,  in 
Jolmsuii's  own  haod- writing."  Life, 
i-  435- 

Casaubon 
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Casaubon,  Magliabcchi,  or  Bcntlcy '.  But  he  belonged  to  the 
world  at  lar^.  Talking  on  the  topic  of  what  his  inclinations  or 
faculties  might  have  led  him  to  have  been,  had  he  been  bred  to 
the  profession  of  tlic  law,  he  has  said  he  should  have  wished  Tor 
the  Office  of  Master  of  the  Rolls'.  He  gave  into  this  idea  ia 
table-tallc,  partly  serious  and  partly  jocose,  for  it  was  only 
a  manner  he  had  of  describing  himself  to  his  fncnds  without 
vanity  of  his  parts  (for  he  was  above  being  %'ain)  or  envy  of  the 
honourable  stations  engaged  by  other  men  of  merir.  He  would 
correct  any  compositions  of  his  friends  (Aadfi  ccnfitentfmy.vtA 
dictate  on  any  subject  on  which  they  wanted  information  '.  He 
could  have  been  an  orator,  if  he  would '-  On  account  of  hiJ 
intimacy  with  Dr.  Dodd,  for  whom  he  made  a  bar^in  with  the 
booksellers  for  his  edition  of  the  Bible,  he  wrote  a  petition  to  the 
Crown  fur  mercy,  after  his  condemnation  ^  The  letter  he  com- 
posed for  the  translator  of  Ariosto,  that  was  sent  to  Mr.  Hastings 
in  Bengal,  is  esteemed  a  master-piece'.    Dr.  Wartoo,  of  Win- 


'  Casaubon  w^s  King's  Ubrahiui 
in  faris,  and  Dcntlc/  io  Londoa; 
Magliabcecht  was  the  Grand  Dulcc's 
Librarian  at  Florence. 

'  'Sir  W'llluni  .Scoll  informs  mc, 
that  upon  the  death  of  the  late  Lord 
Lichlield,  whft  was  Chancetlor  of  the 
Unlvcrsiiy  of  OxJord,  he  suid  to 
Johnson,  "  What  a  pity  it  is.  Sir,  thai 
you  did  not  follow  ihe  professioi)  of 
the  law.  Vou  might  hiive  been  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Great  Britain,  and 
attained  to  the  dignity  of  the  peer- 
age ;  and  now  thai  ih«  title  of  Lich- 
tidd,  your  native  city,  is  extinct  you 
might  have  bad  it."  Johnsoni  upon 
this,  seemed  much  agiutcd;  and,  in 
an  angry  tone,  exclaimed,  "Why 
will  you  vex  me  by  suggesting  ih>s, 
when  il  is  too  late?"'  U/tt  iii. 
309. 

'  Ante,  i.  352;  ii.  7.  Tyws  was 
the  author  of  two  or  three  books. 
'That  great  innn  |Dr.  Johnson]  has 
ackaowledged  behind  his  back  that 
"Tyers  always  tells  him  something 


he  did  not  know  bcTore."  *    Nicbck, 
LiKrary  AttfcdoUi,  \iii.  fiS  n. 

-  Sec  Up,  il.  i8j,  196,  243,  J7J-3; 
iii.  300:  tir.  74,  139,  for  legal  aisn- 
ntcnts  dictated  10  BoswdL 

'  '  When  Sir  JoOiua  KeyDoldtDU 
him  that  Mr.  Kdmund  Burke h«d  aid, 
that  if  he  bad  come  early  inio  par- 
liament, be  certainly  arouU  have  beat 
the  greatest  speaker  that  evef  ■»• 
there,  Johnson  excjaimcd,  "  I  aha  ill 
like  to  try  my  hand  now." ...  Sir 
William  Scott  rocntiooed  ihai  ]«te- 
son  had  told  him  that  be  had  «nnl 
limes  tried  to  speak  in  the  Soctdy^ 
Arts  and  Sdcnct:&,  bat  "  bad  found 
he  could  not  get  on.""    Ii.  ii. !)(. 

'  Dodd  published  ia  1771  a  Cte- 
mtniary  en  tht  Ohi  anJ  iVrv  Tio'^ 
nunt,  Johnson  had  been  but  ooet 
in  Dodd's  company,  and  thai  wain 
1750.  Li/e,'\\\.  140.  It  is  moBio- 
likely  that  be  made  any  barsain  tv 
him.  For  hts  petition  see  ih>  HL 
14,1;  ohU.  i.  4S1 ;  ii.  3S2. 

'  Lift,  iv.  70L 

Chester 
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Chester,  talked  of  h  as  the  very  best  he  ever  read.  He  could 
have  been  eminent,  if  he  chose  it,  in  letter  writing,  a  faculty  in 
which,  according  to  Sprat,  his  Cowley  excelled '.  His  epistolary 
and  confidential  correspondence  would  n:iakc  an  agreeable  publica- 
tion, but  the  world  will  never  be  trusted  with  it '.  He  wrote  as 
well  in  verse  as  in  prose.  Though  he  composed  so  hirmoniously 
in  Latin  ;md  English,  he  had  no  ear  for  music  ' :  and  though  he 
lived  in  such  habits  of  intimacy  with  Sir  Joshua  ReynoldSj  and 
once  intended  to  have  written  the  lives  of  the  painters,  he  had 
no  eye,  nor  perhaps  taste  for  a  picture,  nor  a  landscape*.  He 
renewed  his  Greek  some  years  ago,  fur  which  he  found  no  occasion 
for  twenty  years.  He  owned  that  many  knew  more  Greek  than 
himself ;  but  that  bis  grammar  would  show  he  had  once  taken 
pains.  Sir  William  Jones,  one  of  the  most  enlightened  of  the 
sons  of  men,  as  Johnson  described  him,  has  ofUn  said,  he  knew 
a  great  deal  of  Greeks  With  French  authors  he  was  familiar. 
He  had  lately  read  over  the  works  of  Boileau'*.  He  passed 
a  judgment  on  Sherlock's  French  and  English  letters,  and  told 
him  there  was  more  French  in  his  English,  than  English  in  hia 
French'.  His  curiosity  would  have  led  him  to  read  Italian, 
even  if  Barctti  had  not  been  his  acquaintance '.  Latin  was  as 
natural  to  him  as  English.     He  seemed  to  know  the  readiest 


*  Jolinson  says  of  Sprat's  Lf/e  of 
Caw/*ythM  '  his  teal  of  friendship  or 
ambttion  of  cloiiuencc  has  producrd 
a  fuDcnU  oraiion  r.icher  than  a.  liis- 
lory."      It^oris,  vii.  1. 

'  Less  than  fciur  years  l.tter  Mrs, 
Pioiii  published  more  than  300  of 
his  leltcra  ;  she  was  fallowed  in  three 
yean  by  BoswcLI,  who  gnvc  nearly 
540  more.  There  arc  now  more  than 
a  thousand  in  print. 

*  AiUe,  ii.  103. 
'*  ^Mj>,  L  314. 

'  Lifir,  W.  384 ;  imtr,  1 183. 

*  An/e,  i.  334. 

'  Mania  Sherlock  first  published 
in  Italbj)  and  in  French  (he  work 
which,  io  1781,  he  broushi  out  in 
Enjjliib  under  the  tide  of  {^Uer% 
pf  on  English  'J'raviUer  translated 


/rem  tlu  French.  Horace  Watpote 
wrole  of  him  (LtiUri,  vii.  461):  — 
'  His  Italian  is  ten  times  worse  than 
his  French,  and  more  bald.' 

'  He  had  leamt  Italian  before  he 
knew  ilaj«tli.  /.*/■,  i.  115,  156.  He 
studied  it  also  later  in  life.  In  1776 
he  ■  purposed  10  apply  vigorously  to 
study,  parlicularly  of  the  Gieclt  and 
Italian  tongues.'  Ante,  >-  77-  In 
17S1  he  recorded;—'  Having  prayed, 
I  purpose  to  employ  lite  next  six 
weeks  upon  the  llalim  language  for 
my  settled  study.'  Anle,\.<)<).  Le»» 
than  four  months  before  his  death  he 
wrote  to  Sastrcs,  the  Italian  muter  :— 
'1  hav'e  hope  of  standing  the  Eng- 
lish winter,  and  of  seeing  you,  and 
reading  Petrarch  at  Boll  Court.* 
Leiltrs,  ii.  417. 

road 
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road  to  knowledge,  and  to  languages,  Aeir  conductors-  He 
made  such  progress  in  Hebrew,  in  a  few  le<sons,  that  surprized 
his  guide  in  that  tongue.  In  company  with  Dr.  Barnard  and  the 
fellows  at  Eton,  he  astonished  them  all  with  the  display  of  his 
critical,  classical,  and  prasodica)  treasures,  and  also  himself,  for  be 
protested,  on  his  return,  he  did  not  know  he  was  so  rich  *. 

Christopher  Smart  was  at  first  well    received  by  Johnson'. 
This  writer  owed  his  acquaintance  with  our  author,  which  lasted 
thirty  years,  to  the  introduction  of  that  bard-     Johrison,  whcae 
hearing  was  net  always  good,  understood  he  called  him  by  the 
name  of  Thycr,  that  eminent  scholar,  librarian  of  Manchester, 
and  a  Nonjuror.    This  mistake  was  rather  beneficial  than  other' 
wise  to  the  person  introduced.    Johnson  had  been  much  indis- 
posed all  tliat  day,  and  repeated  a  psalm  he  had  just  translated, 
during  his  affliction,  into  Latin  verse,  and  did  not  commit  to 
p^er.    For  so  retentive  was  the  memory  of  this  man,  that 
be  could    always    recover  whatever    he   lent    to  that  faculty. 
Smart  ia  return  recited   sonic  of  his  own^  Latin  compositwos. 
He  had  translated  with  success,  and  to  Mr.  Pope's  satisfaamt 
his  St.  Cccilian  Ode'.    Come  when  you  would,  early  oi  iWe, 
for  he  desired   to  be  called  from   bed,  when  a  visitor  \-i&  it 
the  door ;  the  tea-table  was  sure  to  be  spread,  7>  Vfaitnte  Ht, 
T(  (iecfdfriU*. — With  tea  he  cheered  himself  in  the  raoraiog, 
with  tea  he  solaced  himself  in  the  evenir^*;  for  in  these,  orin 
equivalent  words,  he  exprest  himself  in  a  printed  letter  to  ]cxas 
Hanway,  who  had  just  told  the  public  that  tea  was  the  rain  of 
tlie  nation,  and  of  the  nerves  of  every  one  who  drank  it*.    TTk 


I 


■  For  Dr.  Ramnnl  sec  arUe,  \.  16S, 
and  for  the  invitation  given  10  John- 
son to  visii  Eton,  U/t,  v.  97.  Bos- 
w«ll  visiicd  the  College  in  1769. 
'  I  was  asked  by  the  Headmaster  tu 
dine  at  the  Kcllows*  table,  iind  made 
»  creditable  iigurc.  ...  J  had  my 
classical  cjuoutions  very  icady.'  Ih. 
V.  i5.».  s- 

•  Tycrs  acemg  lo  imply  ihM  later 
on  Joimsoti  did  not  receive  Smart 
well.  At  all  events  be  befriended 
him.    16.  ii.  343. 


'  '  When  Smart  otTered  bbmelTa 
a  candidate  tnr  a.  untvertit)'  tdwlu- 
ship  he  is  Mid  to  bare  tnuufatel 
Pope's  Ofit  on  St.  Ceciliiit  Dtj  \m 
Latin.'  Chalmers's  Bitig.  Did.  isvm 

77- 

*  \'irgil,  Gfitrgict,  iv.  466. 

*  '  Who  with  tea  smiuei  the  era- 
ing,  with  tea  soUcm  the  BoidBigta. 
and  with  leA  trclcotac*  tb«  nMnWIf-' 
Li/e,'\.  313,0.4. 

*  Of.  i.  31J. 
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pun  upon  hLs  favourite  liquor  he  heard  with  a  smile.  Though 
his  time  seemed  to  be  bespoke,  and  quite  engrossed,  it  is  certain 
his  house  was  open  to  all  his  acquaintance,  new  and  old  '.  His 
amanuensis  has  given  up  his  pen,  the  printer's  devil  has  watted 
on  the  .stairs  for  a  proof  slieet,  and  the  press  has  often  stood  still. 
Hb  visitors  were  delighted  and  instructed.  No  subject  ever 
came  amiss  to  him.  He  could  transfer  his  thoughts  from  one 
thing  to  another  with  the  most  accommodating  facility.  He  had 
the  art,  for  which  Locke  was  famous,  of  leading  people  to  talk 
on  their  favourite  subjects,  and  on  what  they  knew  best  *.  By 
this  he  acquired  a  great  deal  of  information.  What  he  once 
heard  he  rarely  forgot.  They  gave  him  their  best  conversation, 
and  he  generally  made  them  pleased  with  themselves,  for 
endeavouring  to  please  him.  Poet  Smart  u^cd  to  relate,  'that 
the  first  conversation  with  him  was  of  such  variety  and  length, 
that  it  began  with  poetr>'  and  ended  at  fluxions,*  He  always 
talked  as  if  he  was  talking  upon  oath  \  He  was  the  wisest 
person,  and  had  the  most  knowledge  in  ready  cash  *,  this  writer 
bad  the  honour  to  be  acquainted  with — Here  a  little  pause  must 
be  endured.  The  poor  hand  that  holds  the  pen  is  benumbed  by 
the  frost  as  much  as  by  a  torpedo'.     It  is  cold  within,  by  the 


*  *  JohnicD.  during  the  whole  CQunc 
of  his  life,  had  no  abjTics!,  rcnl  or 
afTrctt-cl.  but  was  easy  of  access  lo 
all  who  wtrc  property  recommended, 
and  even  wiahcd  to  sec  numbers  ac 
hts  levte,  ai  hii  inoraing  circle  of 
eompaoy  might,  w-tih  siricc  pro- 
priety, be  called.'     t.ifi,  i.  247. 

• '  Locke  felt  pleasure  in  cnnrcrsing 
with  all  sorts  nf  people,  and  tried  to 
profit  by  ihi-ir  informndoii,  which 
■rose  .  .  .  from  the  (Opinion  he  enter- 
taincd  ib%t  there  was  nobody  from 
whom  somcihitiK  useful  could  not  be 
giu.  And  indeed  by  thin  niMn.i  he 
bad  leamcd  so  m^ny  things  concern- 
ing (be  aits  and  trade,  that  he 
seemed  to  hitve  made  ibcm  his  pnr- 
ticuUr  study.'  King's  Life  of  l.otke, 
ed.  1858,  p-  371. 

•JOHKSON.  "Mrs.Tbraic'smolhcr 


said  0/  me  what  flattered  me  much. 
A  cicrgymnn  was  complaining  of 
want  of  society  in  iho  country  where 
he  lived;  and  said,  'They  talk  of 
runts-'  ((hat  is,  young  cows).  'Sir, 
(said  Mrs,  Salusbuiy,  1  Mr.  Johnson 
would  leara  to  i;Uk  ecfrunis.""  Uff, 
iii.  337- 

Tyers  forgets  to  record  his  own 
description  of  Johnson's  talk.  '  Tom 
Tyers  described  me  the  best :— *•  Sir 
(said  he}  you  are  like  a  ghost;  you 
never  spc&lc  till  you  arc  spoken  to." ' 
16.  iii.  307  :  ttttte,  i.  290. 

'  Life,  ii.  ^34  :  mile,  i.  458. 

*  Life,  ii,  156. 

*  '  T nni  Birch  is  as  brisk  as  a  bee 
in  conversation;  but  no  sooner  docs 
he  take  .1  pen  in  his  hand,  than  it 
becomes  a  torpedo  to  him,  and  be- 
numbs all  his  faculties.'    Ji.  '%.  159. 

firc-side 
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firr-sidc.  and  a  white  world  abroad  '.    His  reader  has  a  moment'* 
leisure  to  censure  or  commend  the  harvest  of  anecdote  that  is 
brought  in.  Tor  his  satcc ;  and  if  he  has  more  reading  than  usiul, 
may  remark  for  or  against  it  in  the  manner  of  the  Cardinal  lo 
Ariostd  ;  '  All  this  may  be  true,  extraordinary,  and  cntcrtaiaing ; 
but  where  the  deuce  did  you  pick  it  all  up'?'   The  writer  perhapj 
comes  within   the   proverbial  observation,    that    the    inquisit!« 
person  ends  often  in  the  character  of  the  tell-tale.     Johnsons 
advice  was  consulted  on  all  occasions.     He  was  known  to  be 
s  good  casuist  *,  and  therefore  had  many  cases  for  his  judgment '. 
It  is  notorious,  that  some  men  had  the  wickedness  to  m'cr-readi 
him,  and  to  injure  him.  till  they  were  found  out.     Lauder  was  of 
the  number,  who  made,  at  the  time,  all  the  friends  of  Mitttn 
his  enemies  *.     There  is  nobody  so  1  ikely  to  be  imposed  upon  ai 
a  good  man.     His  conversation,  in  the  judgment  of  several,  u-as 
thought  to  be  equal  to  his  correct  writings'.    Perhaps  the  tongue 
will  throw  out  more  animated  cxprcsaons  than  the  pen.     He  siiA 
the  most  common   things  in  the  newest  manner.      He  always 
commanded  attention    and    regard.      His   person,    though  on* 
adorned  with  dress,  and  even  deformed  by  neglect,  made  yai 
expect  something,  and  you  was  hardly  ever  disappointed.    His 
manner  was  interesting ;  the  tone  of  his  voice  and  the  sioccrity 
of  his  expressions,   even  when    they   did    not    captivate  jtw 
affections,  or  carry  conviction,  prevented   contempt.     It  nnut 
be  owned,  his  countenance,  on  some  occasions,  resembled  IM 
much  the  mcdallic  likeness  of  Magliabcchi,  as  exhibited  bdoe 
the  printed  account  of  him  by  Mr.  Sperice'.     No  man  dared  t» 


'  Tyerawr&re  hisn.iitative  directly 
after  Jatinsnn's  death.  Kor  'the 
while  wurld'  see  l^tttrs,  ii.  435. 

'  'Jc  ne  SAis  quel  plaisant  a  fait 
conrir  le  premier  cc  mot  prftendu 
du  Caidinal  d'Estc :  Mtsitr  Ledcviiir, 
dffvt  avfte  fig/iato  tamU  togas' 
nerieV  CEuvrts  dt  Vallairr,  ed. 
1819,  wc«v.  434. 

*  For  his  caiuistryin  llic  defence 
ofdiidling  see  IJfe,\v.  179,336;  Iv, 
211  :  ;iiid  of  dining  with  two  Bishops 
in  Passion  We«k,  ib.  iv.  88. 


*  Ante,  i.  300. 
'  Ann,  i.  393. 

•  Uftt  ii.  9S,  «.  a ;  iv.  ajS;  mt», 

i.  348. 

'  <  Mafliabech)  had  ajmoit  Aetti 
of  a  nvajce,  nnd  even  a&cUd  Ii 
toKeCher  with  a  cynical  oranAcar 
tuous  smile.'  Spcnce's  PatwSi- 
See  Fu^tivf  Piee^  om  VaritiMSt^ 
jccis,  ed.  1761,  ii.  33s,  wfcere  *f 
likeness  is  fSvca.  '  Magliabccii'^ 
nose  wAi  aquiline,  and  tit  £kc 
generally  di%wa  into  a  kind  of  cysKd 
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take  liberties  with  bim,  nor  flatly  contradict  him  ;  for  he  could 
repcll  any  attack,  having  always  about  him  the  weapons  of 
ridicule,  of  wit,  and  of  argument '.  It  miLst  be  owned,  that  some 
who  had  the  desire  to  be  admitted  to  him,  thought  him  too 
dogmatical,  and  a.s  exacting  too  much  homage  to  his  opinions, 
and  came  no  more.  For  they  said,  while  he  presided  in  his 
library,  surrounded  by  his  admirers,  he  wouldf  '  Hke  Cato.  give 
his  little  senate  laws'.'  He  had  great  knowledge  in  the  science 
of  human  nature,  and  of  the  fashions  and  customs  of  life,  and 
knew  the  world  well.  He  had  often  in  his  mouth  this  line 
of  Pope, 

•The  proper  study  of  inanktad  is  man'," 

He  was  desirous  of  surveying  life  in  all  its  modes  and  forms,  and 
in  all  climates.  Twenty  years  ago  he  offered  to  attend  his 
friend  Vansittart  to  India,  who  was  invited  there  to  make 
a  fortune;  but  it  did  not  take  place*.  He  talked  much  of 
travelling  into  Poland,  to  observe  the  life  of  the  Palatines',  the 


grin.'  Cenlhman's  MagaiiHi,  1759, 
p.  53.    Sec  1^^Q  ante,  ii.  87,  14I. 

'  '  When  exaspcraled  by  contra- 
diction Johnson  was  apt  to  Ueal  his 
opponenis  with  too  much  Acrimony, 
as  "  Sic,  you  don't  sec  your  way 
through  that  qucsiion."— "Sir,  you 
u!k  the  language  of  ignonince." ' 
I-i/'t  ii.  133.  Boswell  record:;  how 
Joba&on, 'dcicnniiicd  to  be  master 
of  the  (ielJ,  had  TTCourse  to  the  de- 
vice which  Golcismiih  imputed  to 
bim  in  the  witiy  worda  of  one  of 
Cibbcr's  comedies ;  "  There  is  no 
ai^juing  with  Johnson  ;  fur  when  his 
pistol  misses  fire,  he  knocks  you 
down  with  the  bull  end  of  it."'  /*.  ii. 
IOC  See  aluo  (i.  iv.  374 ;  v.  agz. 
CoIiUinilh  relerreil  to  the  following 
paiijige  in  Tlif  Refusal,  Act  i.  sc.  I 
(CoUey  Cibbcr's  Playt,  ed.  1777,  iv. 
321:— 

'GrakcKR.  "  Pr'ythee,  Wiliing, 
docs  not  thy  Assurance  sOTneiimes 
meet  wHb  a  RcpArlce,  chat  only  liifhts 


upon  the  Outside  of  thy  f  lead  ?" 

'WiTUKC.  "O!  your  Servant,  Sir. 
What  !  now  your  Fire's  gone,  you 
would  knock  me  down  with  the  Butt- 
end,  would  you?"' ' 

■  Pope,  Prologue  ia  tMs  Saiins, 
L  Z09. 

'  Essay  on  Man,  ii.  a. 

*  Sec  U/e,  iii,  lo,  where  /ohnson 
tells  a  story  of  a  friend  who  'got 
a  corvsidcrable  appninlment  (in  the 
E.isi  Indies].  I  liad  sojne  intention 
of  accompanying  him.  Hadltbougfat 
then  as  1  do  now,  I  should  have 
gone.*  In  1769  Mr.  Vansituit  was 
sent  to  India  with  two  others  as 
Supervisors.  Their  ship  was  lost  on 
the  Way  and  nothing  was  ever  known 
of  their  r«ie.   Annuai  Register,  1769) 

!■  53  I  1773.  '■  66. 

'  'The  Palatines  md  Casiellan* 
were  governors  of  the  palatinates  or 
provinces,  and  held  the  office  for 
life;  the  palatine  liaving  the  direc- 
tion of  the  whole  province,  like  our 
account 
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account  of  which  struck  bis  curiosity  vciy  much.  His  Rassetas 
it  is  reported,  he  wrote  to  raise  a  purse  of  pecuniary  assistance  to 
his  aged  mother  at  Lichfield '.  The  first  title  or  hb  manuscript. 
was  Prinet  of  Eihiopm*.  Mr.  Bruce  is  expected  to  give  us 
a  history  of  both  these  countries  '.  The  Happy  valley  he  would 
hardly  be  able  to  fiad  in  Aby^nia.  Dr.  Young  used  to  txf, 
that '  Rasselas  was  a  lamp  of  wisdom*.'  He  there  displays  aa 
uncomnioo  capacity  for  remark,  and  makes  the  best  us;  of  the 
description  of  travellers.  It  is  an  excellent  romance.  But  his 
journey  into  the  Western  Islands  is  an  original  thing.  He  hoped, 
as  he  saiJ,  when  he  came  back,  that  no  Scotchman  had  any  right 
to  be  angry  with  what  he  wrote  *.  It  is  a  book  written  without 
the  ns'  i&tancc  of  boak.<L  He  said, '  it  was  his  wish  and  cndrav-our 
not  to  make  a  single  quotation'.'  His  cunatity  must  have  been 
excessive,  and  his  strength  undecayed  to  accomplish  a  journey  ot" 
such  length,  and  -subject  to  such  inconvenience.  His  book  was 
eagerly  read.  One  of  the  first  men  of  the  age'  told  Mr.Garrick, 
'that  he  would  forgive  Johnson  all  his  wrong  notions  re^>cctin; 
America,  on  account  of  his  writing  that  book.'  He  ibiM^ 
himself  the  hardier  for  travelling.  He  took  a  tour  into  France', 
and  meditated  another  into  Italy' or  Portugal,  for  the  sake  of 
the  climate.  But  Dr.  Brocktesby,  hb  friend  and  physicinn  (aad 
who  that  knows  him  can  wi'?h  for  more  companiouabtc  aad 
more  professional  knowledge?)  conjured  him, by  every  ailment 


lord-lieutenant,  the   castellan    oT  a 
disirict.'     MorfiU's  Pelund,  p.  346. 

For  Johtunn's  love  of  travelling 
sec  L'Jt,  iii.  449. 

*  ib.  \.  341  ;  ante,  i.  ]S$,  415. 

*  Johnsun  wrolc  to  Mr.  Strahan  : 
—'The  ink  will  be  "The  Choice 
of  Life  or  Tlic  History  of . . .  Prince 
of  Abissinia."    LeiUn,  \.  79. 

'  Though  Uriax  li;itl  returned  10 
Kngland  in  1774  he  did  not  publish 
his  Travtlt  till  179a  Anttt  i.  365  n. ; 
it.  11. 

*  VounK  greatly  admired  the  Jtain- 
bier.    Z(/>,  i,  215. 

»  /*.  ii.  306  ;  ante,  \.  4301 

'0/   Swift  Johnson  wrote:— 'It 


was  said  in  a  preface  to  one  tl  the 
Irish  ediuons  that  Swift  had  im*« 
been  known  to  take  a  single  itiangbl 
from  any  writer,  andcni  or  Dtodeni. 
This  is  not  li:erall>r  true;  b«t  po- 
haps  no  writer  can  ea>ily  be  (bind 
that  has  boirowcd  so  lutle,  or  thU 
in  all  his  cxccUcndes  and  al  U) 
defects  has  so  well  mainiaicied  bii 
claim  to  be  considered  as  origiuL' 
Workt,  viiL  338. 

Johnson's  book  has  ifae  tame  dia 
to  originality. 

'  Perhaps  Burke,  who  praised  the 
book.    Ante,  tt.  6. 

•  U/€,  ii.  3«9. 

'  Ib.  ii.  43S  \  iv.  336  ;  amity  l  )&}. 
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in  his  power,  not  to  go  abroad  in  the  state  of  his  health ' ;  but 
that  if  he  was  resolved  on  the  first,  and  wished  for  something 
additional  to  his  income,  desired  he  would  permit  him  to  accom- 
modate him  out  of  his  fortune  with  one  hundred  pounds  a-year, 
during  his  travels,  to  be  paid  by  instalments'. 

'Ye  litll«  stars  hide  yoar  diminished  heads',' 
The  reply  to  this  generosity  was  to  this  effect ;  'That  he  would 
not  be  obliged  to  any  person's  liberality,  but  to  his  King's*.' 
The  continuance  of  this  design  lo  go  abroad,  occasioned  the 
application  for  an  increase  of  pension,  that  is  so  honourable  to 
those  who  applied  for  it,  and  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  who  gave  him 
leave  to  draw  on  his  banker  for  any  sum*.  With  the  courage  of 
a  man,  Johnson  demanded  to  know  of  Brocklcsby  if  his  recovery 
was  impossible?  Being  answered  in  the  affirmative  ;  'then.,'  says 
he, '  I  will  take  no  more  opium,  and  yive  up  my  physicians".' 

At  last  he  said,  '  if  I  am  worse,  I  cannot  go,  if  I  am  better 
I  need  not  go,  but  if  I  continue  neither  better  nor  worse,  I  am  as 
well  where  I  am.'  The  writer  of  this  sketch  could  wish  to  have 
committed  lo  memory  or  paper  all  the  wise  and  sensible  things 
that  dropjied  from  his  lips.  If  the  one  could  have  been  Xeno- 
phon.  the  other  was  a  Socrates, —  His  benevolence  to  mankind 
was  known  to  all  who  knew  him.  Though  so  declared  a  friend 
to  the  Church  of  England  and  even  a  friend  to  the  Convocation*, 


ftiy  journey  lo  the  continent . . . 
MS  never  raucb  encoumged  by  my 
Li/a,  iv.  349. 
"  'As  an  instance  of  cxiraordiaary 
liberaliiyoffriendship,  he  told  us,ihat 
Dr.  Brocklesby  had  upon  tbis  occ»- 
uon  offered  him  a  hunt!rcd  a  yair  for 
hb  life.  A  grateful  tear  sDtrlcd  inlu 
hb  eye,  as  he  tpokc  ihi«  in  a  falter- 
ing tone'  J6.  iv.  33S.  Sec  ib.  n-  i 
for  Broddcsby's  '  libcralily  of  friend- 
■Up '  towards  Burke,  and  antf,  i.  443. 
'  'At  whose  sight  All  the  stars 

Hide  their  diminisb'd  heads.' 

Parodist  Lvst,  iv.  34. 
'Ye     litile     stars  I      hide    your 
diminish'd  rays.* 
Pope.  Moral  Eaays,  iii.  383. 


'  Windham  says  ipos-t,  p,  388), 
that  when  Dr.  Brocklcsby  made  this 
oifer  'Johnson  pressed  his  hands  «nd 
said,  "Cod  bless  you  ibiough  Jesus 
Christ,  but  I  will  tike  no  money 
but  from  my  sovereign."  This,  If 
1  misliike  not,  was  told  the  King 
lliruugh  Weal.' 

'  Ante,  i.  442. 

"  Lifi,  iv.  415. 

This  ws»  a  few  days  before  his 
death.  Tyers  in  the  next  piiragra^th 
rciums  lo  the  (irojcct  of  ihe  visit  to 
Italy  formed  seme  months  evlter. 

'  Sh.  i.  464;  !*■■  a??- 

Smollett,  after  desL-ribing the  meet- 
ing of  Convocation  in  L7'7.  con- 
tinues ; — * Tbe  Convocation  has  not 
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it  assuredly  was  not  in  his  wi^  to  persecute  for  speculative 
notions'.  He  used  to  say  he  had  no  quarrel  with  any  order  of 
men,  unless  they  disbelieved  in  revelation  and  a  future  state*. 
He  would  indeed  have  sided  with  Sacheverell  against  Daniel 
Burgeiis^,  if  he  thought  the  Church  was  in  danger.  His  hand 
and  his  heart  were  always  open  to  charity.  The  objects  under 
his  own  roof  were  only  a  few  of  the  subjects  for  relief.  He  was 
at  the  head  of  subscription  in  cases  of  distress.  His  guinea,  as 
he  said  of  another  man  of  a  bountiful  disposition,  was  altrays 
ready.  He  WTole  an  exhortation  to  public  bounty.  He  drew 
up  a  paper  to  recommend  the  French  prisoners,  in  the  last  war 
but  one,  to  the  English  benevolence  * ;  which  was  of  service.  He 
implored  the  hand  of  benevolence  for  others*;  even  when  be 
almost  seemed  a  proper  object  of  it  himself. 

Like  his  hero  Savage,  while  in  company  with  him.  be  a 
supposed  to  have  formerly  strolled  about  the  streets  almost  hous> 
less*,  and  as  if  he  was  oblifted  to  go  without  the  cheerful  meal 
of  the  day,  or  to  wander  about  for  one,  as  is  reported  of  llooicr. 


been  pcrmittcrl  to  sit  and  do  business 
since  that  period-'  Hiitery  of  Emg- 
iaM<i,  wJ.  I  goo,  ii.  358. 

'Tlic  pmciicc  ciintinues  lo  the 
present  Aay  [[^371  of  summoning 
the  clergy  to  meet  in  convocation 
whenever  a  new  parliament  is  called, 
and  ihc  forms  of  election  are  gone 
tlin>ugh. ...  It  is  the  ujtuiil  pnicticc 
for  the  King  10  prorogue  ihe  meeting 
when  il  ii  about  to  proceed  to  any 
business.'  Penny  Cyclapaedta,  1637, 
vii.  4^9- 

'The  spirituality  at  last  aroused 
itscEl  from  its  long  repose  in  1853. . . . 
The  First  action  of  Convocation  ns 
a  dclibcMiivc  body  commenced  in 
I86t."  Encyciopiudia  Britanatca, 
9lh  ed.,  vi.  339. 

*  *ln  short.  Sir,  I  have  eot  no 
farther  than  this :  Every  man  has 
a  right  to  utter  what  he  thinks  iruth, 
and  every  oilier  man  \\x%  a  right  to 
knot;k  him  down  (or  it.    Mariyidoin 


»  the  test.'  Vfe,  iv.  iz.  Soeabt 
it.  ii.  350.  254. 

■  <  Ever)'  nian  who  atudcs  of 
belief,  dim  in  i&bes  in  some  de|[iec  nq 
confidence  in  it,  and  ihcFcfisc  mibs 
me  uneiuy :  and  I  am  aagry  "M 
him  who  inak«s  me  tuicasy.'  A 
iii.  lOb 

'  M.  i.  3Q.  Hearae  reomdeil « 
March  4,  1709-10:— 'The  mob  an 
so  tealous  for  Dr.  Sacherct«!l  ilui 
thc>-  have  pulled  down  scvvnl  otoa- 
log-houscs  of  the  dissenten  in  1j» 
don,  amongst  which  is  the  mtKcat 
house  of  that  old  prcsbrtuiaii  tap> 
Daniel  liurgcss.'  Rtliguiat  Htf- 
niofiiu,  1869.  i.  187.  See  Ttu  T*Af, 
No.  66  (by  SwiftJ,  where  BvgCH  ■ 
ridiculed. 

*  /-'/*,  i.  353- 

*  /*.  i(.  379;   iii.  124;  i».  iSj 

408  n.  ;  Inters,  ii.  64,  66,  1 1  J- 

*  Ltft,\.  163;  ante,  L371. 
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If  this  were  true,  it  is  no  wonder  if  he  was  an  tiaknown,  or 
uninquircd  after  for  a  long  time: 

'Slow  rues  worth  by  poverty  depressed'.* 

When  once  distinguished,  a^  he  observes  of  Ascham,  he  gained 
admirers'.  He  was  fitted  by  nature  for  a  critic.  W\%  Lives  of 
the  Poets  (like  all  his  biographical  pieces)  are  well  written- 
He  gives  us  the  pulp  wilhoul  the  husks.  He  has  told  their 
personal  historj' very  well.  But  every  thing  is  not  new.  Perhaps 
wh.it  Mr.  Stee\'ens  helped  him  to,  has  Increased  the  number 
of  the  best  anecdotes  *.  But  his  criticism.^  of  their  works  arc  of 
the  most  worth,  and  ihe  greatest  novelty.  His  perspicacity  was 
very  extraordinary.  He  was  able  to  take  measure  of  every 
Intellectual  object,  and  to  see  all  round  it  If  he  chose  to 
plume  himself  as  an  author,  he  might  on  account  of  the  gift  of 
intuition, 

'The  brightest  fcalher  in  the  eagle's  wing,' 

He  has  been  censured  for  want  of  taste  or  good  nature  in  what 
he  says  of  Prior*,  Gray'.  Lyttelton^,  Hammond',and  others,  and 
to  have  praised  some  pieces  that  nobody  thought  highly  of.  It 
was  a  fault  in  our  critic  too  often  to  take  occasion  to  show  him- 
self superior  to  his  subject,  and  also  to  trample  upon  it.  There 
is  no  talking  about  taste.  Perhaps  Johnson,  who  spoke  from 
his  last  feelings,  forgot  those  of  his  youth.  The  love  verses  of 
Waller  and  others  have  no  charms  for  old  age.  Even  Prior's 
Henry  and  Emma,  which  pleased  the  old  and  surly  Dennis', 


*  Johnson's  London,  1.  rai. 
Goldsmith  wrote  to    his   breiher 

Henry  in  1759;^' The  grc-iic^t  mcril 
io  astate  0/ poverty  wnuldonly  «rve 
to  make  ihe  possessor  ridiculous  — 
may  dislreti  but  cannot  relieve  him. 
Fnit:>l><yi  nntl  even  avarice,  in  llic 
lower  orders  of  mankind,  are  true 
amtHiioD.'  Prior's  Coldtmith,  \.  300, 
■  *  A  man  once  distinguished  soon 
gains  admirers.'     Worki,  vi.  six 

*  '  Mr.  Stecvens  appears,  from  the 
papers  in  my  possession,  to  have 
supplied  him  with  some  Anecdotes 
and  quoUtion*.'     Lt/ty  iv.  yj. 

S 


'  Cowper  wrote  soon  after  the 
pnblicaiion  of  the  /.»>'«;— 'Prior's 
reputation  as  an  author,  who,  with 
much  labour  indeed,  but  with  ad- 
miniblc  success,  has  embellished  all 
his  poems  with  ihe  most  ch.irming 
verse,  stood  unshaken  till  Johnson 
thrust  his  head  ag^iinst  it.'  Cowpcr's 
Works,  ed.  1836,  iv.  175. 

^  AnU,  i.  479. 

•  Ante,  I  257  \  ii.  I93- 
'    Dfi,v.26&. 

*  Dennis    was    only  seven   years 
older  than  Prior. 

'  Mrs.   Thnile  disputed  with   Dr. 
b  Z  had 


had  no  charms  for  him.  Of  Gray  he  always  spoke  as  be  wrote, 
and  CHllcd  his  poetry  artificial '.  If  word  and  thought  gx>  together 
the  odes  of  Gray  were  not  to  the  satisfaction  of  our  critic.  But 
wliat  composition  can  stand  this  sharp-s^htcd  critic?  He  nude 
some  fresh  observations  on  Milton, by  placing  him  in  a  new  point 
of  view:  and  if  he  has  shown  more  of  his  cxcellcocies  than 
Addison  docsi  he  accompanies  them  with  more  defects.  He 
took  no  critic  from  the  shelf,  neither  Aristotle,  Bossu,  nor 
Boileau.  He  hardly  liked  to  quote,  much  more  to  steaL  He 
drew  his  judgments  from  the  principles  of  human  nature,  of 
which  the  Ramblir  is  full,  before  the  EUments  af  Cn'ruum, 
by  Lord  Kames  ',  made  their  appearance. 

It  may  be  inserted  here,  that  Johnson,  soon  after  his  comiag 
to  London,  had  thought  of  writing  a  History  of  the  rcvi\-aJ  of 
Learning'.  The  booksellers  had  other  service  to  offer  him'. 
But  he  never  undertook  it.  The  proprietors  of  the  Universal 
History^  wished  him  to  take  any  part  in  that  voluminous  wort:. 
But  he  declined  their  offer.  His  las:  employers  wanted  htm  to 
undertake  the  life  of  Spense^^     But  he  said  Warton  had  tcl^ 


Johnson  on  the  merit  of  Prior.  He 
attzckcil  him  powerfully;  said  he 
wrote  of  love  Uke  a  miin  fvho  had 
ncvci  fdt  it :  his  love  verses  were 
college  verses ;  and  he  repeated  ihe 
song  "  Alexis  shunn'd  his  fellow 
swains,"  Stc.,  in  so  ludicrous  a  man- 
ner, as  to  make  us  all  wonder  how 
any  one  could  have  been  plcsscd 
wilhsucll fantastical  stuli.'  Zi/f,  ii.  78. 

*  The  grcatcsi  of  all  Prior's  amorous 
cshays  i^  Henry  and  iimnia ;  a  duU 
aod  tedious  dialogue.'  Works>\\\\.  16. 

'  Ante,  i.  191 ;  ii.  52,  330 ;  Lijt,  i. 
403  ;  ii.  164.  337,  334 ;  iv.  13. 
'  Ufe,  \.  393 :  ii.  89- 
'  Ih.  iv.  j8i,«.  1. 

*  '  The  booksellers  gave  It  nut  as 
a  piece  of  literarY  ncns,  that  he  had 
an  incliosiiun  to  translate  the  Lives 
of  Plutarch  from  the  Greek.  It 
appears  fiom  his  lirerary  memoran- 
dum-book  that  ibis  was  one  of  the 


tasks  he  assigned  binueif.'  Gaik- 
man's  Magarinf,  1785,  p.  S6. 

•Amonc  Johnsco't  pap«n  «>• 
found  a  traruJaiion  boai  SaOitst  of 
the  BtUum  Catifinarium,  m  fltdl 
and  insipidly  rendered  thai  Uk 
suffering  it  (o  appear  would  luic 
been  an  indelible  disf^ce  to  la 
memory."     Hswkins,  p.  541. 

'  iMIfrj,  ii.  433- 

'  His  'last  employers'  were  tie 
pioprictOTs  of  the  Lives. 

See  anfe,  ii.  19a,  ivhere  Huiuti 
More  records  : — '  Johnson  told  ■* 
he  hud  been  with  the  Ktn^  thkt 
morning,  who  enjoined  htm  to  wM 
Spenser  to  his  Lives  ef  the  PmJi^ 

He  told  Nichols,  who  asked  liio 
*  to  favour  the  world,  and  eiatify  bu 
sovereign,  by  a  Life  %A  Spenser,  tbit 
he  would  re;idily  have  done  so  \a&  be 
been  able  to  obtain  any  new  warn- 
rials  for  tlic  purpose.'     Lift,  vt.  4IA 
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little  or  nothing  for  him  to  do.  A  ^stcm  of  morals  next  was 
proposed  '.  But  perhaps  he  chose  to  promise  nothing  more.  He 
thought,  as,  like  the  running  horse  in  Horace',  he  had  dooc  his 
best,  he  should  give  up  the  race  and  the  chase.  His  dependent 
Lcvett  died  suddenly  under  his  roof.  He  preserved  his  name 
from  oblivion,  by  writing  an  epitaph  for  him,  which  shows  that 
his  poetical  fire  was  not  extinguished,  and  is  so  appropriate,  that 
it  could  belong  to  no  other  person  in  the  world  '.  Johnson  said, 
that  the  remark  of  appropriation  was  just  criticism:  his  friend 
was  induced  to  pronounce,  that  he  would  not  have  so  good  an 
epitaph  written  for  himself*.  Pope  has  nothing  to  equal  it  in  his 
sepulchral  poctrj*.  When  he  dined  with  Mr.  Wilkes,  at  a  private 
table  in  the  city,  their  mutual  altercations  were  forgot,  at  least 
for  that  day*.  Johnson  did  not  remember  the  sharpness  of  a 
paper  against  his  description  or  dc6nition  of  an  alphabetical  point 
animadverted  upon  in  his  dictionary  by  that  man  of  acutcncs.s'; 
who,  in  his  turn,  forgot  the  severity  of  a  pamphlet  of  Johnson'. 
All  was,  during  this  meal,  a  reciprocation  of  wit  and  good 
humour.  During  the  annual  contest  in  the  city.  Johnson  con- 
fessed, that  Wilkes  would  make  a  very  good  Chamberlain  *. 
When  Johnson  (who  had  said  that  he  would  as  .soon  dine  with 


'  Johiuon  had  at  one  cimc  of 
his  life  projected  'j4  Com/s.irison  of 
Phih$vphical  and  Chriitian  Mo- 
raiily^  by  tenitnus  SeiUtted  from  tkt 
moralists  and  Jatkers'  Li/t,  iv. 
381,  «.l. 

■  '  Solve      Mncicenicm      mature 
»aau9  cquum.' 
'Look  from  ilic  rapid  car  your 

aged  horse." 
Fkakcis,  Horace,  Epit.  \.  i.  8. 
U/e.'vi.\.%7. 
'The  difficulty  in  wTilini;  cpiiaphi 
is  to  gi^  a  particular  and  appro- 
priate praise.  Thi6,  however,  is  not 
always  10  be  pcrfonncci,  whatever  be 
Ihe  diligence  or  ability  of  (he  writer  ; 
lor  the  greater  part  of  manlcind  have 
no    character  at  aU.'     Wvrkt,  viii. 

355- 


*  For  Parr**  cpiuph  on  Johnson 
see  Lift,  iv.  424 ;  and  for  his  vanily 
about  it,  sb.  444. 

'  lb.  iii.  64.  Wilkes,  a  year  later, 
attacked  Johnson  in  FarhamcDt.  ib. 
Iii.  79,  n.  I.  'Lord  Mansfield,  «r« 
are  tnfonned  on  the  untjucsiionablc 
authority  of  Mr.  Andrew  Sirahan, 
waa  of  opinion  that  "Mr.  Wilkes 
was  the  plcaaantwt  compnnion,  the 
polkicsl  gentlentan,  and  the  beat 
scholar  he  ever  knew,"'  Nichols's 
Ul.  Atuc.  ix.  479  H.  See  tb.  far 
■Wilkfs's  Lift  ef  kimstlf.  It  was 
not  forthcoming.  The  covers  o{  the 
book  remained ;  but  the  leaven  were 
all  cut  out.' 

'  Ufe,  t.  300. 

'  Jb.  ii.  13s, »».  I;  iii.  64. 

*  Ib.  iv.  101,  n.  3 ;  LttUrs,  i.  408. 
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Jeuk  Ketch  as  with  Jatk  Wilkes ')  could  sit  at  the  same  table 
with  this  patriot,  it  may  be  concluded  he  did  not  write  hb 
animosities  in  marble*. — Johnson  was  bmous  for  saying  what 
are  called  good  things.  Mr.  Bo««elt,  who  Iktened  to  him  for 
so  many  years,  has  probably  remembered  many.  He  mentioned 
many  of  them  to  I'aoli  \  who  paid  him  the  last  tribute  of  a  visii 
to  his  grave.  If  Johnson  had  had  as  good  eyes  as  Boswefl 
he  might  have  seen  more  trees  in  Scotland,  perhaps,  than  he 
mentions*. 

T^is  is  not  the  record-office  for  his  sayings :  but  a  few  must  be 
recollected  here.  For  Plutarch  ha.s  not  thought  it  beneath  tus 
dignity  to  relate  some  things  of  this  sort,  of  some  of  his  heroes*. 
'  Pray  Dr.  Johnson '  (said  mmcbody)  '  is  the  master  of  the 
mansion  at  Strcatham  a  man  of  much  conversation,  or  is  be  only 
wise  and  silent?'  'lie  strikes,'  says  Johnson,  *ooce  ao  b(W. 
and  I  suppose  strikes  rightV  Mr.  Thrale  left  him  a  l^:ac)-'. 
and  made  him  an  executor.  It  came  to  Johnson's  cars,  that  the 
great  bookseller  in  the  Stmnd.  on  receiving  the  last  manuscr^ 
sheet  of  his  Dictionary,  had  said,  '  Give  Johnson  his  money,  ft* 
I  thank  God  I  have  done  with  him.'  The  philologer  took  care 
that  he  should  receive  his  compliments,  and  be  informed,  'he 
was  extremely  glad  he  returned  thanlvS  to  God  for  any  thing*' 


'  *1  Wits  persuaded  that  if  I  had 
come  upon  him  with  a  direct  pro- 
posal^ "  Sir.  will  you  dine  in  com- 
pany with  Jack  Wilkes?"'  he  would 
have  flown  into  a  passion,  and  would 
probabl/  huve  answered,  "  Dine  wilh 
Jack  Wi]kcs,  Sir!  I'd  as  snon  dine 
wilh  Jack  Retell,'"  Li/e,ni.f)6~  Bos- 
wcll  adds  in  a  note:—'  TTiis  has 
been  ciTCulated  as  if  actually  $nid  by 
Jolinson ;  when  the  iruih  is,  it  was 
only  supposed  by  me,' 

■  '  Some    write    their   wrongs    in 
marble  :   he  more  Just 
Stooped  down  serene  and  wrote 
them  in  the  dust.' 
Antt,  ii.  367. 

'  Lift,  i.  431  n. 

*  '  He  expressed  some  displeasure 
at  me  for  not  observing  sufficiently 


the  various  objects  upon  l&e  nal 
"  If  I  had  your  eyes.  Sir  (said  k). 
I  shoold  count  die  pusengVL** 
Life,  iv.  311. 

'Bos  well  alsoshelteishinnelftuidti 
the  example  of  Flularcb.     tb.  v.  114. 

*  Ante,  ii.  169.  'Johnson  (aid,  le 
was  nngry  at  Thralc,  for  Eiltiii{  ^ 
(iencral  U^lcthoipc's  without  ipeii- 
ing.  He  censured  a  man  for  df 
grading  himself  to  a  Riin.ciitx]r-' 
Li/g,  V.  377. 

'  IsoQ.    Ik,  iv.  86. 

*  Andrew  Millar  was  tbe  boot 
seller.  He  would  not  have  ail 
'Give  Johnson  his  money,*  for' Joto- 
son  had  received  all  the  copy-raoaqr 
by  different  drafts  a  con»den!ilc 
tiine  before  he  bad  finished  hit  usk.' 
lb.  i.  287. 

Well 
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Well  known  is  the  rude  reproof  he  gave  to  a  talker,  who 
asserted,  that  every  individual  in  Scotland  had  literature. 
(By  the  by,  modern  statesmen  do  not  wish  that  every  one 
in  the  King's  dominions  should  be  able  to  write  and  read '.) 
'  The  general  learning  of  the  Scotch  nation '  (said  he,  in 
a  bad  humour)  'resembles  the  condition  of  a  ship's  crew, 
condemned  to  short  allowance  of  provisions;  every  one  has 
a  mouthful,  and  nobody  a  belly  full'.'  Of  this  enough.  His 
size  has  been  described  to  be  large:  his  mind  and  person 
both  on  a  laige  scale.  His  face  and  features  are  happily 
preserved  by  Reynolds  and  by  Nollt'fcen8\  His  elocution  was 
energetic,  and,  in  the  words  of  a  great  scholar  En  the  north,  who 
did  not  like  him,  he  spoke  in  the  Lincolnshire  dialect*.  His 
articulation  became  worse,  by  some  dental  losses.  But  he  never 
was  silent  on  that  account,  nor  unwilling  to  talk.  It  never  was 
said  of  him.  that  he  was  overtaken  with  liquor  ^  a  declaration 
BL-Jiop  lloadly  makes  of  himself.  But  he  owned  that  he  drank 
his  bottle  at  a  certain  time  of  life".  Lions,  and  the  fiercest  of 
the  wild  creation,  drink  nothing  but  water.  Like  Solomon,  who 
tried  so  many  things  for  curiosity  and  delight,  he  renounced 
strong  liquors,  (strong  liquors,  according  to  Fcnton,  of  all  kinds 


'  For  Johnson's  defence  of  popular 
education  see  fJ//,  ii.  lUS. 

*  *  He  dffcmdecl  bis  remark  upon 
the  gcncial  insufficiency  of  education 
in  Scotland ;  and  couiinncd  to  me 
the  aaibenliciiy  ol  hi*  wilty  saying 
on  ibe  Iciming  of  the  Scotch  :— 
"Their  learning;  is  like  bread  in  * 
bcskxcd  lown;  every  man  gets  a 
link,  but  no  man  gets  a  full  meal."  * 
/*.  ii.  363  ;  ante,  i.  321  ;  ii.  5. 

'  U/e,  iv.  421,  H.  2 ;   Letters,  ii. 

59- 

*  The  '  great  scholar '  was  perhaps 

Lord  Monboddo;  for  his  dislike  of 
Johnson  sec /j/'"" 'V.  ajji"- 1-  John- 
son's accent,  such  as  il  wns.  was  of 
couTM  that  of  SiBfTnrdshire.  'Sir,' 
be  said, '  wlicn  people  walch  me  nar- 
rowly, and  I  do  not  watch  myseir. 


thi'y  will  find  me  out  to  be  of  a  par- 
ijcular  county.'    /A.  ii.  159. 

Boswell  remarked  at  Lichfield  that 
^  there  was  pronounced  \^t^  fear,  in- 
stead of  like  /air\  vnce  was  pro- 
nounced itwinw,  insiead  of  wu»s^  or 
wensi.  Johnson  himself  never  got 
entirely  free  of  those  provincial  ac- 
cents.' /*.  ii.  464.  At  Abcidcen 
iSoBwell  rccotdx:— '  1  was  sensible 
to-day,  to  an  extraordinary  dej^rfic, 
of  Dr.  Johnson's  excellent  EnKlish 
pronunciaiion.'    /<$.  v.  85. 

'  See  antr,  ii.  33a  «.,  where  he 
said :— '  1  used  to  slink  home  when 
I  had  druak  too  inu<:]i.' 

*  '  I  have  drunk  three  botdes  of 
pon  without  being  the  worse  for  iL 
University  College  ha^  witnessed 
this.*    Li/e,  iii.  24;, 

were 


were  the  aversion  of  MiltOQ ') ;  aod  he  might  ha\-e  said,  as  that 
King  is  made  to  do  by  i'rior, 

'  1  drank,  I  IikM  It  not,  'iwu  ntc  *lwu  noise. 
As  airy  Kene  of  transtlory  joys'.' 

His  temper  was  not  naturally  smooth,  but  seldom  boiled  over^ 
It  was  worth  while  to  find  out  the  mvUia  ttmpora  faadi*.  The 
words  MHgaruM  conUmptor  fell  often  froni  him,  in  a,  reverie. 
When  asked  about  them,  he  said,  he  appropriated  them  from 
a  prc-facc  of  Dr.  Hody.  He  was  desirous  of  seeing  every  thing 
that  was  extraordinary  in  art  or  nature ' ;  and  to  re<eiQble  his 
Imlac'  in  his  moral  romance  of  Rassttas.  It  was  the  lauli  of 
fortune  that  he  did  not  animadvert  on  every  thing  at  home  and 
abroad''.  He  had  been  upon  the  salt-u-atcr,  and  observed 
something  of  a  sca-Iifc  :  of  the  uniformity  of  the  scene,  and  of 
the  sickness  and  turbulence  belonging  to  that  clement,  he  had 
felt   enough'.     He  had  seen  a  Httlc  of  the  military  life  aad 


'  'In  his  diet  be  wu  abstemious; 
not  delicate  in  the  choice  of  bis 
diilies ;  and  stmng  liquors  of  all 
Icinds  were  his  aversion,'  &c.  M  ilton's 
Poems,  «d,  Elijah  Fenton,  1735. 
Prtface,  p.  z6. 

•  What  DMl  repasl  sbatl  feast  US, 
light  and  choice, 
or  Attic  twte  with  wiiu.' 

Milieu's  SimHfts. 

*What  more  foul  cimimon  sin 
among  us  than  drunlcenncss  ?  And 
who  Citn  be  Ignorant  that  if  the  im- 
po  nation  of  wine  and  the  use  of  all 
strong  ririnlc  were  forbid,  ll  would 
both  clean  rid  the  possibility  of 
committing  that  odious  vice,  iuid 
men  might  afterwards  live  happily 
and  healthful!/  without  the  use  of 
those  intonicaiing  lifjuors.'  Milton's 
Tflnt^ivrtivn,  iVorki,  1806,  li.  163. 

■  Stiioaien  un  tht  Vanity  9/  ttu 
WoHJ.  Bk.  ii.  I.  106. 

'  ■  He  was  hard  to  please  and 
easily  offended  ;  impclucms  and  ir- 
ritable in  his  temper,  but  of  a  moat 


hiunnne  and  benevolent  hcuC  lift, 
iv.  4»S. 

*  '  molltssima  hxi& 
Tcmpora.' 

Artieid,  iv.  V^y 

*  BosntU,  rccordinj;  ha  »-isi(  wii 
Johnson  to  a  sillt-miU  at  Dcrbj. 
says :— *  I  had  learnt  front  Dr.  Jobs- 
son,  during  this  interview.  txX  tu 
think  with  a  dejected  indiflTereocc  ii 
the  works  of  an.  and  the  pleasuns 
of  life,  because  life  is  uncertain  oad 
shon  ;  but  to  consider  ouch  tsdiflci* 
ence  as  a  failuic  of  reason,  a  Eoocfaid- 
nessof  mind.'    Li/r,  iii,  164. 

*  Boswell  compares  him  to  Imbc 
I&.  iii.  6.    Se«  aUo  o^/^,  ii.  3Mk 

'  Life,  iii.  449. 

*  At  Plymouth  In  1 762,  and  amcii| 
the  Hcbridra  in  ijy}.  IK  \.  577; 
V.  280-4,  3«8.  He  hod  alM  cramd 
the  tjtjaits  of  Dover,  ti,  it.  j&t- 
1(  was  *a  stale  of  life  of  whidi 
Dr.  Johnson  always  Repressed  Ac 
greatest  ubhorreace.'  />,  i.  348;  i. 
43*  ;  ii'-  a66 ;  v.  137  ;  ante^  L  335- 

discipline 
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discipline,  by  having  passed  whole  days  and  nights  in  the  camp, 
and  in  the  tents,  at  Warley  Common'.  He  was  able  lo  make 
himself  entertaining  in  his  description  of  what  he  had  seen. 
A  spark  was  enough  to  illuminate  him.  The  Giant  and  the 
Corsican  Fairy  were  objects  of  attention  to  him.  The  ridJng- 
horscs  in  Astley's  amphitheatre'  (no  new  public  amusement,  for 
Homer  alludes  to  it)  he  went  to  see;  and  on  the  6rcwortu  of 
Tor^  he  wrote  a  Latin  poem '. 

The  study  of  humanity,  as  was  injuriously  said  of  the  great 
Bentlcy,  had  not  made  him  inhuman*.  He  never  wantonly 
brandished  his  formidable  weapon  ^  He  meant  to  keep  his 
enemies  off.  He  did  not  mean,  as  in  the  advice  of  Kadcliffe  to 
Mead,  to  •  bully  the  world,  lest  the  world  should  bully  him  V  He 
seemed  to  be  a  man  of  great  clemency  to  all  subordinate  beings. 


'  Where  a  catnp  was  fomictl  in 
177S  durinfj  the  dread  of  a  French 
ftnd  Sp^tnish  invasion.  Li/r,  \\\. 
360. 

•  '  Of  Wliitefidd  he  said,  "U"hite. 
field  never  drew  as  much  attention 
as  a  mountebnnk  doct;  he  did  not 
draw  all  en  (ion  by  doing  better  than 
ubcra,  but  by  doing  what  was 
nrange.  Were  Asllcy  to  preach  a 
MnTMm  standiag  upon  his  bead  on 
a  horse's  back,  he  would  collect  a 
muliiiude  to  hcxr  htm  ;  but  no  wis>c 
man  would  ta.y  he  had  made  a  belter 
sennoo  for  that."  '    U.  iii.  409. 

'  AnU,  ii.  311.  This  poem  is  not 
included  in  Johnson's  iVori-u 

'  'Uentley  having  spoken  thus, 
Scaliger  bestowing  him  a  soui  look  :— 
"  Miscrcwit  prater,"  said  he,  ".  . . 
ihy  leaniini;  makes  thee  more  bar- 
boroiu,  thy  study  or  humanity  more 
mbunun." '  TJit  liallU  o/lht  Uooks. 
SwidS  Works,  cd.  1803,  iii.  230. 
There  is  a  play  on  words  here,  for 
httmanily  in  one  of  its  senses  me-ini 
'philo.ogy;  grammatical  studies.' 

*  '  I  was  (wrote  Mickic)  upwnrds 
of  twelve  years  acquainted  with  Dr. 
Johnson,  was  frequently  in  his  com- 


pany,  always  talked  wiih  case  to  him, 
and  can  truly  say,  that  I  never  re- 
ceived from  him  one  roujth  word.' 
Life.  iv.  35a 

'An  eminent  criiic,'  no  doubt  Ma- 
lone,  said: — 'I  have  been  ofien  in 
hia  company,  and  never  stut  heard 
him  say  a  severe  thing  10  any  one. 
When  he  did  say  a  severe  thing,  it 
was  generally  extorted  by  ignorance 
pretending  to  knowledge,  or  by  ea- 
Ircmc  vanity  or  affecliuion.'  ii.  iv. 
341.  ■  He  never  iHiacked  the  un- 
assuming, nor  meant  Co  terrify  the 
diffident.'     Mmc.  D'Arbla/s  Diary, 

>i-  343- 

-  ■  Dr.  Radcliffe  lold  Dr.  Mead, 
"Mead,  1  love  you,  and  now  I  will 
tell  you  a  sure  secret  lo  make  your 
fortune:  use  all  mankind  ill."  As 
for  this  maxim  he  was  right.  The 
generality  are  bullies,  and  if  you  do 
not  bully  them,  they  will  bully  you. 
Yet  nobody  ever  praciiscd  iliis  rule 
less  than  Dr.  Mead,  who,  as  I  have 
been  informrd  by  great  physicians, 
got  OS  much  again  by  his  practice  as 
Dr,  Radcliffe  did.'  J.  Richardson's 
RichoTiistimaHii,  t^uoted  in  OtHtte- 
MOfft  Mitgasint,  1776,  p.  373. 

He 


H 
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He  said.  *hc  would  not  sit  at  tabic,  where  a  lobster  tliat  bad 
been  roasted  ali>'e  was  one  uf  the  dishes'.'  His  charities  were 
many ;  only  not  so  extensive  as  his  pity,  for  that  was  universal. 
An  evening  club,  for  three  nights  in  cver>'week,  was  cootiivcdto 
arouse  him,  in  Essex  Street,  founded,  according  to  his  own  words, 
'  in  frequency  and  parsimony  ■ ; '  to  which  he  gave  a  set  of  nilej, 
as  Ben  Jonson  did  his  Ifges  convtvaUs  at  the  De%-il  Tavern'— 
Johnson  asked  one  of  his  executors,  a  few  days  before  his  death 
(which,  according  to  his  will,  he  expected  every  day')  'where 
do  you  intend  to  bury  me?'  He  answered,  'in  Westminster- 
abbey.'  'Then,'  continued  he,  'place  3  stone  over  ray  grave 
(probably  to  notify  the  spot)  that  my  remains  tnny  not  be 
disturbed  '.'  Who  wilt  come  forth  with  an  inscription  for  hiin  tn 
the  Poets'  corner  *  ?  Who  should  have  thought  that  Garrick  aod 
Johnson  would  have  their  last  sleep  together'?  It  were  to  be 
wished  he  could  have  written  his  own  epitaph  with  propriety. 
None  of  the  lapidary  inscriptions  by  Dr.  Frcind  '  have  more  merit 


*  For  his  kindne»  to  his  cm 
Hodge  sec  Li/f,  iv.  197,  aud  for  ihe 
advice  he  gave  to  Bnswcll  about  old 
hones  unfit  for  work,  r^.  tv.  ajo. 

*  '  Wc  meet  tliiicc  a  week,  and  he 
who  misses  forfeits  iwo.pence.'  Ji>. 
Iv.  354.  In  the  Rules  the  foKett  is 
thcce- pence. 

*  Ben  JoQSon  wrote  /.ej^es  Cen- 
vi'va/zfihat  were'en.gT2veiiin  marble 
over  the  chimney  in  the  ApoLo  of 
Che  Old  Devil  Tavern,  Temple  B&r; 
that  being  his  Club  Room.'  Jon- 
son's  Woiis,  ed-  1756.  vii.  391, 

*  'I,  Samuel  Johnson,  being  in 
full  possession  of  my  faculties,  but 
fearing  this  night  iniiy  put  an  end  10 
my  life,  do  ordain  iliis  my  last  Wiil 
and  Teslament.'     Li/t,  iv.  401. 

»  Ante,  it.  133;  Li/c,  iv.  419, 
For  bis  care  thai  his  parents' grave 
should  be  protected  by  '  a  stone 
dfcp,  massy,  and  hat- d '  see  it.  iv.  393. 

"His  monument  with  an  inscrip- 
tion by  Parr  was  placed  in  St.  Paul's. 
it.  iv.  423. 


'  'Within  a  few  feet  of  JaJKuan 
lies  Iby  one  of  those  singtdir  rain- 
cidenceg  in  which  the  Abbey lUwBndt) 
his  dendly  enemy,  James  M*cpl»< 
»on.'    Stanley's  Wtstmimiter  AHef, 
p.  398. 
'  Warbunon  in  a  note  on 
'  Sepakbral  Lie»,  our  holy  nOi 
to  pTice,' 

{UuHiiad.  i.4l'. 
says:— 'This  is  a  just  satirw  on  Ifee 
flatteries  and  foJschoodx  admitted  10 
be  iTiscrit>eiI  on  the  vralh  of  dnucbia 
in  epitapht ;    which    occasioned  Ik 
following  epigram : — 
"  Prcind !     in    your    cphapb*  rM 
gricv'd 
So  very  much  is  snid  : 
One  h.-ilf  will  never  be  bcficr'i. 

The  other  itcvcr  read.*" 
'The  cpieram  here  inserted  lad^ 
W'arinn)  allitdi^  10  the  too  long,  ui' 
sometimes  fulsome  epitaphs  wrRts 
by  Dr.  Frcind  in  pure  Lai inity, indeed, 
but  full  of  iiniithcses.'  WattM's 
Pope's  WotAj,  ed.  1833,  V.  S4. 

than 


than  what  Johnson  wrote  on  Thralc',  on  Goldsmith',  and  Mrs. 
Salusbury  *.  By  the  way,  one  of  these  was  criticised,  by  some 
men  of  learning  and  taste,  from  the  table  of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds, 
and  conveyed  to  him  in  a  round  robin*.  Maty,  in  his  Review*, 
praises  his  Latin  epitaphs  very  highly.  This  son  of  study  and 
of  indigence  died  worth  above  seventeen  hundred  pounds*: 
Milton  died  worth  fifteen  hundred'.  His  legacy  to  his  black 
servant,  Frank,  is  noble  and  exemplary '.  Milton  left  in  his 
hand-writing  the  titles  of  some  future  subjects  for  his  pen': 
so  did  Johnson  "". 

Johnson  died  by  a  quirt  and  sUcnt  expiration,  to  use  his 
own  words  on  Mihon :  and  his  funeral  was  splendidly  and 
numerously  attended  ".  The  friends  of  the  Doctor  were  happy 
on  his  easy  departure,  for  they  apprehended  he  might  have  died 
hard.  At  the  end  of  this  sketch,  it  may  be  hinted  (sooner 
might  have  been  prepossession)  that  Johnson  told  this  writer, 
for  he  saw  he  always  had  his  eye  and  his  ear  upon  him,  that 
at  some  time  or  other  he  might  be  called  upon  to  assist 
a  posthumous  account  of  hioi ". 

A  hint  was  given  to  our  author,  a  few  years  ago,  by  this 
Rhapsodist,  to  write  his  own  life,  lest  somebody  should  write  it 
for  htm.  He  has  reason  to  believe,  he  has  left  a  manuscript 
biography  behind  him  ".    His  executors,  all  honourable  men,  will 


*  Ami€t  i.  238;  Li/e^  iv.  85,  n.  1. 

*  L^t,  ill.  ti. 

*  Antt,  i.  336;  Li/f,  ii.  363. 

*  Uf*,  iii.  83.  Round  rebiH  is  not 
IB  Johnson's  Vkiienary. 

*  Thi  Nnv  Krvirn/  by  Henry 
Maty,  April,  1784.   Ante,  i.  237. 

*  He  Icfl  more  than  Cifioo.  The 
bequest  to  Frank  Barber  Hawkins 
esiinia.tcd  at  a  sum  little  short  of 
j£  1,500.  The  proceeds  of  his  house 
at  LichficEd,  which  soM  for  jfas;, 
ffcrc  divided  among  his  relations. 
H«  left  besides  in  legacies  /300  in 
money,  and  /500  in  the  three  per 
cents.,  «fo*th  about  ^260. 

'  JohntOD's  Works,  vii.  114. 

*  A«U,  ii.  126. 


°  Johnson's  Works,  vii.  90. 

••  Zi/c,  iv.  3Si,M.  J. 

"  These  words  also  arc  taken  from 
Johnson's  account  of  Milton-  IVfrtSy 
vii.  II3>  Johnson's  funcial  however 
was  not  '  splendidly'  attended  in  the 
ordtnary  use  of  (he  word— not  as 
Carriclc's  was,  or  Key^nolds's,  or 
Btirke's.  There  was  not  a  single 
nobleman  piesent.  Li/e,  W.  419; 
Uttirs,  ii.  434 ;  aw/.-,  ii.  136. 

"  Liji,  i.  a5,  n.  1 ;  ante,  i.  165. 

'^  Boswcll,  speaking  of  the  papers 
which  Johnson  burnt  a  few  ditys 
before  his  death,  says  :— '  Two  very 
valuable  articles,  I  am  sure,  we  have 
lost,  wbidi  were  two  quarto  volumes, 
containing  a  full,  fair,  and  mosi  par- 

sit 
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sit  in  jud^icnt  upon  his  papers '.    Thuanus,  Buchanan,  Hocttus, 
and  others,  have  been  their  own  historians. 

The  memory  of  some  people,  says  Mably  ■  very  lately,  '  b 
their  understanding'.'  This  may  be  tboi^ht  by  some  readers, 
to  be  the  case  in  point.  Whatever  anecdotes  were  furnished  by 
memory,  thi«  pen  did  not  choose  to  part  with  to  any  compilo. 
His  little  bit  of  gold  he  has  worked  into  as  much  gotd-teaf 
as  he  could.  T.  T. 


[The  following  anecdote,  ^vith  some  others,  was  given  by 
Tyers  in  the  GentUman's  Magasitu,  1785,  p.  85.  The  rest, 
so  far  as  they  were  of  any  value,   I  have  incorporated  in  my 

notes.] 

Dr.  Johnson  had  a  1ar|fe,  but  not  a  splendid  library*,  iMif 
5,000  volumes.  Many  authors,  not  in  hostility  with  him.  pre- 
sented him  with  their  works.  But  his  study  did  not  cootaia 
hatf  his  books.     He  possessed  the  chair  that  belonged  to  the 


ttcubr  »ccnunt  of  his  own  life,  from 
hi?  cArlicsl  recollection.'  Lt/f,  iv,  405. 
One  of  these  volunics  Hawkins  car- 
ried off.  but  was  forced  to  bring 
back.    Antt,  i.  127;  ii.  139. 

'  His  executors  were  Hawkins, 
Reynolds,  and  William  Scott  (Lord 
Scowell).     Life,  iv.  40a,  m.  3, 

"  Prescort  wnjte  in  1)141  : — *  Have 
read  for  Che  tenth  time  Mably  sitr 
I'/ituiLde  r//ii/fft're,fa\]  oradmirablc 
reflections  and  hint*.  I'ity  that  hi* 
love  of  the  ancients  made  him  high 
gravel-blind  to  the  merits  of  the 
modern?.'  Ticknor's  Life  ef  Prescgit, 
Boston,  1864,  1*.  91,  n.  6. 

'  Tyere  [irobabl/  did  not  know 
that  be  had  been  '  described  by 
Johnson  in  T/ie  Idier,  No,  48,  under 
the  name  of  Tom  Restless;  "a  cir- 
cumstance," s.iys  Mr.  Nichols, 
"pointed  out  to  me  by  Dr.  Johnson 
himself.'"  /.(V.  v^«fr.  viii.  Si.  'WTicn 
Tom  Restless  rises  he  goes  into  a 
cofTee-housc,  where  he  creeps  so 
near  to  men  whom  he  takes  to  be 


reasoners,  u  to  hear  their  dtsconne, 
and  endeavours  to  reraenbeT  socse- 
thing  which,  when  It  hw  been  strained 
through  Tom's  head,  is  so  ncu  10 
nothing,  that  what  it  once  was  caiy 
not  be  discovered.  This  he  mm 
round  from  Ericnd  to  fricad  throofih 
a  circle  of  visits,  till,  bearing  »to 
each  says  upon  the  questjom.  be  be 
comes  able  at  dinner  to  say  a  litilc 
himself;  and  as  every  sicat  gcaiB* 
rirlaxcs  himself  amontc  hu  infemn. 
meets  with  some  who  wondei  bo* 
so  young  &  nun  can  Ulk  so  wiwly-' 

*  '  His  library,  thougli  by  no  idcu> 
handsome  in  its  appearance.  *u 
sold  by  Mr.  Christie  for  £247^ 
Life,  iv.  403,  /).  3.  See  also  i>.  t 
18S,  i».  3.  435- 

My  friend,  Mr,  Edward  J.  LereuXL 
the  Scribe  of  the  Johnson  Cbib,  re- 
printed a  facsimile  of  tbe  sale  cata- 
logue of  Dr.  Johnson's  Library  fn 
the  meeting  of  ibe  Johnson  Gob  tf 
Oxford,  June  ll,  1893. 

Ciccroniaa 
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Ciceronian  Dr.  King  of  Oxford,  which  was  given  him  by  his 
friend  Vansitlart '.  It  answers  the  purposes  of  reading  and 
writing,  by  night  or  by  day ;  and  is  as  valuable  in  all  respects 
as  the  chair  of  Ariosto,  as  delineated  in  the  preface  to  Hoole's 
liberal  translation  of  that  poet.  Since  the  rounding  of  this 
period  intelligence  is  brought  that  this  literary  chair  is  purchased 
by  Mr.  Hoole.  Relicks  are  venerable  things,  and  are  only  not 
to  be  worshipped.  On  the  reading-chair  of  Mr.  Speaker  Onslow 
a  part  of  this  historical  sketch  was  written*. 


'  Jotinson  wrote  from  Oxford  in 
1759  ;— '  I  have  proposed  to  \'an- 
sitUrt  climbiftK  over  ihe  wall;  but 
he  has  refused  mc.  And  I  Wavk 
clapped  my  hnnds  IeII  tlieyiire  sore 
Bt    Dr.    King's    speech.'      Life,    i. 


348.     For  Dr.   King  see  1*.  L  379, 
«.  5. 

'  Speaker  Orslow'j  copyof  Jolia- 
son's  Dictionary  is  ihc  one  I  have 
used  in  writing  my  notes  on  Boswell 
and  Johnson. 


NARRATIVE 

OF   THE  LAST    WEEK  OF  JOHNSON'S  LIFE 

BY  res 
RIGHT  HON.  WILLIAM  WINDHAM 


[From  the  Diary  of  the  R^kt  Hon.  WUliom  Wvidkam.,  ivoL 
8vo.  1866,  p.  2«. 

For  other  cxlracU  from  this  Diary  see  Letters,  li.  439.] 

TUESDAV,  December  7th.    Ten  minutes  past  two,  P.M. 

After  waiting  some  short  time  in  the  adjoining  room,  I  w* 
axlinittcd  to  Dr.  Johnson  '  in  his  bedchamber,  where,  after  placics 
me  next  him  on  the  chair,  he  sitting  in  his  usual  place  on  the 
cast  side  of  the  room  (and  I  on  his  right  hand),  he  put  into  my 
hands  two  small  volumes  (an  edition  of  the  New  TcstamentKasbe 
afterwards  told  m^,sa.y\T\g.''Extremum  hoc  munus  marifntis hahttt! 
He  then  proceeded  to  observe  that  I  was  entering  upon  a  lift 
which  would  lead  me  deeply  into  all  the  business  of  the  in'ortij'; 


'  ili^tf^iv.  407.4II.41S■ 
'  In  Ihe  Coalition  Minigtiyof  1783 

Windh.im  liad  ticcn  Chief  Secretary 
for  Ireland.    Ilr.  iv.  300, 

'Windham  was  a  man  of  a  very 
high  order,  spoiled  b/  faults  ap- 
parently small  Fur  the  SAkc  of  a 
new  subtlety  or  a  forcible  phrase  he 
was  conient  to  mter  whai  loaded 
him  with  permanpnt  unpopularity; 
his  logical  propensity  led  him  always 


to  extreme  consequences.'  Muii^ 
tosh's  Li/i,  ii.  59.  He  eagerty  op- 
posed the  establishment  of  pvodiid 
schools,  (he  abolition  of  ihe  lUn 
trade,  and  tbe  bills  for  preveMBC 
wanton  cnielty  to  animali,  mad  tr 
the  abotilinn  of  capital  puDtshoMBt 
for  petty  (hcfis.  Komillys  Ltfi,  ii. 
3i6,2SS.  '  I  remember  with  deligbL' 
wrote  Parr,  'those  happier  di>ys«iiai 
his    rdiacmcnts,   instead   of  bciai 

that 
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ihAt  he  did  not  condemn  civil  employment,  but  that  it  wa^ 
a  state  of  great  danger  ;  and  that  he  had  therefore  one  piece  of 
advice  earnestly  to  impress  upon  mc — that  I  would  set  apart  everj- 
seventh  day  for  the  care  of  my  soul ;  that  one  day,  the  sexxnth, 
should  be  employed  in  repenting  what  was  amisn  in  the  six  pre- 
ceding,  and  fortifying  my  virtue  for  the  six  to  come  ;  that  such 
a  portion  of  time  was  surely  little  enough  for  the  meditation  of 
eternity.  He  then  told  me  that  he  had  a  request  to  make  to  me ; 
namely,  that  I  would  allow  his  servant  Frank  to  look  up  to  me 
as  his  friend,  adviser,  and  protector,  in  all  difRculties  which  his 
own  weakness  and  imprudence,  or  the  force  or  fraud  of  others, 
might  bring  him  into.  He  said  that  he  had  left  him  what  he 
considered  an  ample  provision,  viz.  70/.  per  annum ' ;  but  that 
even  that  sum  might  not  place  him  above  the  want  of  a  protector, 
and  to  me,  therefore,  he  recommended  him  as  to  one  who  had 
will,  and  power,  and  activity  to  protect  him.  Having  obtained 
my  assent  to  this,  he  propoiscd  that  Frank  should  be  called  in ; 
and  desiring  me  to  take  him  by  the  hand  in  token  of  the  promise, 
repeated  before  him  the  recommendation  he  had  just  made  of 
him,  and  the  promise  I  had  given  to  attend  to  it.  I  then  took 
occasion  to  say  how  much  I  fcll^ — what  I  had  long  foreseen  that 
I  should  feci,  regret  at  having  spent  so  little  of  my  life  in  his 
company'.  I  stated  this  as  an  instance  where  resolutions  are 
deferred  till  the  occasions  are  past.  For  some  time  past  I  liad 
determined  that  such  an  occasion  of  self-reproach  should  not 
subsist,  and  had  built  upon  the  hope  of  passing  in  his  society  the 
chief  part  of  my  time,  at  the  moment  when  it  was  to  be  appre- 
hended wc  were  about  to  lose  him  for  ever.  I  had  no  difficulty 
in  speaking  to  him  thus  of  my  apprehensions ;  I  could  not  help, 
on  the  other  hand,  entertaining  hopes ;  but  with  these  I  did  not 
bite  to  trouble  him,  lest  he  should  conceive  that  I  thought  it 
necessary  to  flatter  him.     He  answered  hastily,  that  he  was  .sure 


dangerous  in  practice,  weic  in  theory      days  earlier.    Anle,  \\.  13IS.  \yt. 


only  Km  using.'     Vitid^i  Li/e  0/  Parr, 

'  \\\i  will  is  Aa-Wd  Dec.  S,  ihc  d.^y 
after  he  spoke  to  Windhani ;  but  he 
bad  Diadc  'a  lempotary  one '  eleven 


'  Windham,  who  had  lately  paid 
him  a  short  visit  at  Ashlwurnc,  re- 
corded ihc  day  he  left,  'Regretted, 
upon  reflection,  that  I  had  not  siaid 
another  day.'    LeUert,  ii.  441. 

I  would 
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T  would  not :  and  proceeded  to  matte  a  compliment  to  tbe 
manliness  of  my  mind,  which,  whether  deserved  or  not,  oughl 
to  be  remembered,  that  it  may  be  deserved. 

I  then  stated,  that  among  other  neglects  was  the  omission  of 
introducing,  of  all  others,  the  most  important  [subjects],  the  con- 
sequence of  which  particularly  filled  ray  mind  at  that  motocnt, 
and  on  which  I  had  often  been  desirous  to  know  his  opiniooa. 
The  subjects  I  meant  were,  I  said, '  natural  and  revealed  religion.' 
The  wish  thus  generally  stated,  was  in  part  gratified  on  the 
instant.     For  revealed  religion,  he  said,  there  was  such  histonal 
evidence,  as,  upon  any  ^^ubject  not  religious,  would  have  left  no 
doubt.     Had  the  facts  recorded  in   the   New  Testament  been 
mere  civil  occurrences,  no  one  would  have  called  in  question  tbe 
testimony  by  which  they  arc  established  ;  but  the  importance  an- 
nexed to  them,  amounting  to  nothing  less  than  the  salvation  of 
mankind,  raisfd  a  tlcnid  in  our  mtnds,  and  created  doubts  unknown 
upon  any  other  subject.    Of  proofs  to  be  derived  from  hisioi)', 
one  of  t!ie  most  cogent,  he  seemed  to  think,  was  the  opinion  so 
well  authenticated,  and  so  long  entertained,  of  a  Deliverer  that 
was  to  appear  about  that  time.     Among  tbe  typical  rcprcscott- 
tions,  the  sacrifice  of  the  I'aschal  Lamb,  in  which  no  bone  waslo 
be  broken,  had  early  struck  his  mind.     For  the  immediate  life 
and  miracles  of  Christ,  such  attestation  .%s  that  of  the  apostka, 
who  all,  except  St.  John,  confirmed  their  testimony  with  theti 
blood ;  such  belief  as  their  witness  procured  from  a  people  be-< 
furni&hed  with  the  means  of  judging,  and  least  disposed  to  judge 
favourably;  such  an  extension  afterwards  of  that  belief  over  all 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  though  originating  from  a  nation  of  all 
others  most  despised,  would  leave   no  doubt    that    the  things 
witnessed  were  true,  and  were  of  a  nature  more  than  huma. 
With  respect  to  evidence,  Dr.  Johnson  observed  that  we  had  not 
such  evidence  that  Caesar  died  tn  the  Capitol,  as  that  Christ 
died  in  the  manner  related  '. 

iith.    Firi^t  day  of  skating;  ice  fine.    Find  I  have  lost  nothiif 
since  last  year. 
Between  nine  and  ten  went  to  Sir  Joshua,  whom  I  took  up  bf 


•  Uf»,  i  438,  444,  454 ;  V.  J40 ;  wHt,  u.  157. 


the 
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the  way,  to  see  Dr.  Johnson.    Strachan  '  and  Laiigton  there.    No 
hopes ;  though  a  great  dischai^e  had  taken  place  from  the  legs. 

12th.  Came  down  about  ten;  read  reviews,  wrote  to  Mrs. 
Siddon.<v,  and  then  went  to  the  ice ;  came  home  only  in  time  to 
drc:ss  and  go  to  my  mother's  to  dinner.  About  half  past  seven 
went  to  Dr.  Johnson's,  where  I  stayed,  chiefly  in  the  outer  room, 
till  past  eleven.  Strachan  there  duiing  the  whole  time ;  during 
part  Mr.  H(X)le  ;  and  latterly  Mr.  Cruikshank  and  the  apothecary. 
I  only  went  in  twice,  for  a  few  minutes  each  time  :  the  first  time 
I  hinted  only  what  they  had  before  been  urging;  namely,  that 
he  would  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  some  sustenance,  and  de-sistcd 
upon  his  exclaiming.  '  'Tis  all  very  childish ;  let  us  hear  no 
more  of  it*.'  The  second  time  I  came  in,  in  coniicqucncc  of 
a  consultation  with  Mr.  Cruikshank  and  the  apothecary,  and 
addressed  him  formally.  After  premising  that  1  considered  what 
I  was  going  to  say  as  a  matter  of  duty ;  I  said  that  I  hoped  he 
woiUd  not  suspect  me  of  the  weakness  of  importuning  him  to 
take  nourishment  for  the  purpose  of  prolonging  his  life  for  a  few 
hours  or  days.  I  then  stated  what  the  reason  was,  that  it  was 
to  secure  that  which  I  was  persuaded  he  was  mnst  anxious 
about ;  namely,  that  he  might  preserve  hia  fiicultics  entire  to 
the  la-st  moment.  Before  1  had  quite  stated  my  meaning,  he 
interrupted  me  by  saying,  that  he  had  refused  no  sustenance  but 
inebriating  sustenance;  and  proceeded  to  give  instances  where, 
in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  his  physician,  he  had  taken 
even  a  small  quantity  of  wine.  I  readily  assented  to  any  objec* 
tions  he  might  have  to  nourishment  of  that  kind,  and  observing 
that  milk  was  the  only  nourishment  I  intended,  flattered  myself 
that  I  had  succeeded  in  my  endeavours,  when  he  recurred  to  his 
general  refusal,  and  'begged  that  there  might  be  an  end  of  it.' 
I  then  said,  that  I  hoped  he  would  forgive  my  earnestness — or 
something  to  that  effect,  when  he  replied  eagerly,  that  from  me 
nothing  would  be  necessary  by  way  of  apology  ;  adding,  with 
great  fervour,  in  words  which  I  shall  (1  hope)  never  forget, '  God 
bless  you,  my  dear  Windham,  through  Jesus  Christ ;'  and  con- 
cluding with  a  wish  'that  we  might  [share]  in  some  humble 
portion  of  that  happiness  which  God  might  finally  vouchsafe  to 
'  Rev.  George  Siraban.  *  Anie,  ii,  159. 

VOL.  II.  C  c  repentant 


3^6 
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repentant  sinners.'  ThcfBc  were  the  la-t  words  I  ever  heard  him 
sp«ak.  I  hurried  out  of  the  room  with  tears  in  my  eyes,  and 
more  aiTccted  than  I  had  been  on  any  former  occa»on. 

December  13. — In  the  morning  meant  to  have  met  Mr.  Cnuk- 
shank  in  Boh  Court ;  but  while  I  was  deliberating  about  gmn^. 
wa»  sent  for  by  Mr.  Burke.     Went  to  Bolt  Court  about  half-paft 
three.     Found  Dr.  Johnson  had  been  almost  constantly  asleep 
since  nine  in  the  moniiog,  and  heard  Trom  Mr.  Des  Moulins  an 
account  of  what  had  passed  in  the  night.     He  had  compelled 
Frank  to  give  him  a  lancet,  and  had  besides  concealed  in  the 
bed  a  pair  of  scissors,  and  with  one  or  the  other  of  these  bad 
scariticd    himself  in    three    places,  two  in    the    leg,   &c     Oa 
Mr.  Dcs  Moulins  making  a  difficulty  of  givitig  him  the  lancet, 
he  said, '  Don't  you,  if  you  have  any  scruples  ;  but  I  will  compel 
Frank:'    and  on    Mr.    Ues  Moulins  attempting  afterwards  m 
prevent  Frank  from  giving  it  to  lum,  and  at  last  to  restnta  bit 
hands,  he  grew  very  outrageous,  so  xs  to  call  Frank  scouodrd. 
and  to  threaten  Mr.  Des  Moulins  that  he  would  stab  him.     He 
then  made  the  three  incisions  above  mentioned,  of  which  one  in 
the  leg,  &c.  were  not  unskilfully  made;  but  the  other  in  the  kg 
was  a  deep  and  ugly  wound  from  which,  with  the  others,  thqr 
suppose  him  to  have  lost  nearly  eight  ounces  of  blood'.    Upoi 
Dr.    Hcbcrden    expressing    his    fears    about    the    scarificatioii. 
Dr.  Johnson  told  him  he  was  ttmidorum  fimidissimtts*. 

A  few  days  before  his  death,  talking'  with  Dr.  Brocklesby,  bt 
said, '  Now  will  you  ascribe  my  death  to  my  having  taken  eigbt 
grains  of  squills,  when  you  recommended  only  three ;  Dr.  HcbenJoi 
to  my  having  opened  my  left  foot,  when  nature  was  pointii^«'! 
the  discharge  in  the  right  ^'  The  conversation  was  introduced 
by  his  quoting  some  lines  to  the  same  purpose,  from  Swift't 
verses  on  his  own  death  *. 


•  AtiU,  ii.  134. 

"  Ilf.  i.  tgg.  '  16.  ii.  7. 

*  'The doctors,  tender ofibcirfamc, 
Wiacly  on  me  lay  all  Ihe  blame. 

"  Wc  must  confess  his  case  was  nice ; 
Bui  he  would  never  take  advice. 
Had  be  b«m  rul'd,  f^r  auglit  appears, 


He  might  have  liv'd  these  ma; 

years; 
For,  when  wt  open'd  him.  ««  6»^ 
That  all  bis  vital  pjm»  wcte  sooni" 
On  tht  Death  0/ Dr.  Swift.    %mS\ 

W«rkt,  ed.  1S03,  »,  345. 
Johnioa  in   kia  Uut  ycais  of 

It 
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It  was  within  the  same  period  (if  I  understood  Dr.  Brocklesby 
rightly)  that  he  enjoined  him,  as  an  honest  man  and  a  physician, 
to  inform  him  how  long  he  thought  he  had  to  live.  Dr.  Brocklesby 
iaquired,  in  return,  whether  he  had  firmness  to  learn  the  answer. 
Upon  his  replying  that  he  had,  and  Dr.  B.  limiting  the  term  to 
a  few  weeks,  he  said,  'that  he  then  would  trouble  himself  no 
more  with  medicine  or  medical  advice:'  and  to  this  resolution 
be  pretty  much  adhered  '. 

In  a  conversation  about  what  was  practicable  in  medicine  or 
SUi^Cry,  he  quoted,  to  the  surprise  of  his  physicians,  the  opinion 
of  Marchetti  for  an  operation  (I  think)  of  extracting  pari  of 
the  kidney.  He  recommended  for  an  account  of  China,  Sir  John 
Mandcvillc's  Travels.  Halliday's  Notes  on  Juvenal  he  thought 
so  highly  of  as  to  have  employed  himself  for  some  time  in 
translating  them  into  Latin  *. 

He  insisted  on  the  doctrine  of  an  expiatory  sacrihce  as  the 
condition  without  which  there  was  no  Christianity;  And  ui^cd  in 
support  the  belief  entertained  in  all  ages,  and  by  all  nations, 
barbarous  as  well  as  polite.  He  recommended  to  Dr.  nrocklcsby, 
also,  Clarke's  Sermons,  and  repeated  to  him  the  passage  which 
he  had  spoken  of  to  mc''. 

While  airing  one  day  with  Dr.  B.,  in  passing  and  retiuningby 
St.  Pancras'  church,  he  fell  into  prayer,  and  mentioned,  upon 
Dr.  B.'s  inquiring  why  the  Catholics  chose  that  for  their  burying 
place,  that  .some  Catholics,  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  time,  had  been 
burnt  there*.  Upon  Dr.  B.'s  asking  him  whether  he  did  not 
(eel  the  warmth  of  the  sun,  he  quoted  from  Juvenal — 


(juoted  from  this  poem.    Lt/Un,  ii. 

147.  ttW.  30*.  404.  411- 
'  U/e,  iv.  415;  antt,  ii.  laa,  149. 

369. 

*  Bartcn  Holyday,  orHoliday.pub- 
tiahcd  in  1616  a  verse  translalion  of 
Persius.  "The  poBthumous  edition 
of  1673  was  accoTTip.inied  by  a  new 
trantlatioD  of  Juvenal,  and  contains 
volutninoLis  notes.'  Diet.  NaX.  Biog. 
XJtvii.  314. 

'  Amt^  ii.  3»5 ;  Lift,  iv.  414,  416 ; 
V.8& 


*  '  Piinciaa,  a  small  hamlet  in 
Middlesex,  on  the  north-west  side 
of  London,  in  the  road  Co  Kentish 
town.  The  churchyard  is  a  general 
hurying-placc  for  persons  of  the 
Romitih  religion.'  Dodslcy's  Z(t»n&it, 
ed  1761,  V.  105.  General  Paoli  was 
buried  there.  No  CathrlicE  were 
burnt  by  Kliubcih.  '  There  was 
nothing  in  the  creeds  of  the  Puritans 
or  of  the  Catholics  which,  according 
10-  law,  could  subject  them  to  the 
pain&of  heresy  ;  but  the  Annbapliiis 
c  3  '  Prseterea 
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'  PiBiecea  oilnimas  gclido  ytm  in  oorpore 
Fcbre  cafet  >oU'.' 


tngais 


45  minutes  past  to  P.M. — While  I  was  nTitii^  the  adjoiniif 
articles  I  received  the  fatal  accouaC,  so  long  dreaded,  that 
Dr.  Johnson  was  no  more! 

May  those  prayers  which  he  incessantly  poured  from  a  bewt 
Traiight  with  the  deepest  devotion,  find  that  acceptance  with 
Him  to  whom  they  were  addressed,  which  piety,  so  humble  and 
so  fervent,  may  seem  to  promise  1 

Dr.  Brocklesby  made  him  an  offer  of  loo/.  a  year  if  he  should 
determine  to  go  abroad ;  he  pressed  his  bands  and  said,  'G<kI 
bless  you  throuf^h  Jesus  Christ,  but  I  will  ta.kc  no  money  bat 
from  my  sovereign'.'  This,  if  I  mistake  not,  was  told  the  King 
through  West '.  That  Johnson  wanted  much  assistance,  and  thii 
the  Chancellor  meant  to  apply  for  it,  His  Majesty  was  told 
through  the  same  cbaanel. 

On  dissection  of  the  body,  vesicles  of  wind  were  found  on  the 
lungs  (which  Dr.  I-Iobcrdcn  said  he  had  never  seen,  and  of  which 
Cniitcshank  professed  to  have  seen  only  two  instances),  oae  of 
the  kidneys  cjuite  gone,  a  gall  stone  in  the  bladder,  I  think; 
no  water  in  the  chest,  and  little  in  the  abdomen,  no  more  ihu 
might  have  found  its  way  thither  aflcr  death. 

aoth.^A  memorable  day — the  day  which  saw  deposited  io 
Westminster  Abbey  the  remains  of  Johnson.  After  our  retm 
from  the  Abbey  I  spent  some  time  with  Burke  on  the  subject 
of  his  negociation  with  the  Chancellor.  We  dined  at  Sir  Joshtt 
Reynolds',  viz.  Burke  and  R.  Burke,  Metcalf,  Colman,  Hoofci 
Scott,  Burney  and  Brocklesby. 


were  still  doomed  to  sulfer  at  the 
stake  under  Eliiabeih."  Linj^rd's 
Hitt,  of  England,  ed.  1813,  viii.  183. 
Tbiec  Anabapiists  wen  burnt,  and 
one,  Francis  Kelt, '  *lio  liad  uiiered 
blasphemies  against  the  Divinity  of 
Chrwt.' 
'  S^iret,  X.  ai/! — 


'Add   thai   a  fever  only  nan 

bis  rans, 
And  thaws  the  linle  \Aooi,  tU 
ycl  rvonaias.'     GirrORD- 
•  Li/e,  iv.  33a ;    ante,  I  44i'Ji 
ii-369. 

'  Most  likely  Bcnjaroin  Weu,  lie 
painter. 


MINOR    ANECDOTES    OF 
DR.  JOHNSON 


BY  ROBERT  BARCLAY. 

[From  Croker's  Bcswcll,  x.  122.  For  Robert  Barclay,  who 
with  John  Perkins  bought  Thrale's  Brewery,  see  Life,  iv.  118, 
n.  I  ;  Letters,  ii.  ai6  «. 

I-fe  was  the  great-grandson  of  the  author  of  the  Apology,  He 
must  not  be  confused  with  his  cousin  and  contemporary  Robert 
Barclay,  the  banker  of  Lombard  Street] 

Mr.  Barclay,  from  his  connexion  with  Mr.  Thrale.  had  several 
opportunities  of  meeting  aiid  conversing  with  Dr.  Johnson.  On 
his  becoming  a  partner  in  the  brewery,  Johnson  advised  him 
not  to  allow  his  commercial  pursuits  to  divert  his  attention 
from  hw  studies.  'A  mere  literary  man/  said  the  Doctor,  'la 
a  duU  man  ;  a  man  who  is  solely  a  man  of  business  is  a  selfish 
mar  ;  but  when  literature  and  commerce  arc  united,  ihcy  make 
a  respectable  man ',' 

Mr.  Barclay  had  never  ob.servcd  any  rudeness  or  violence  on 
ibe  part  of  Johnson.  He  has  seen  Boswell  lay  down  his  knife 
and  fork,  and  take  out  his  tablets.  In  order  to  register  a  good 
anecdote'.  When  Johnson  proceeded  to  the  dining-room,  one 
of  Mr.  Thrale's  servants  handed  him  a  wig  of  a  smarter  de- 
scription than  the  one  he  wore  in  the  morning ;  the  exchange 

'  '  Domi  inier  mille  mtrcaiurae  Tlirale.  Ante,  \.  238;  ii.  13,  309. 
DCgotia  liieraruni  dtgantiAm  minime  ¥g\  rtiftctabtt  see/.{/irj  iii.  241,  «.a. 
neglexit.'    Johnson's  epitaph  on  Mr.         *  Amtt,  i.  175. 

took 
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took  place  in  the  hall,  or  passage '.  Johnson,  like  many  other 
men,  was  always  in  much  better  humour  a/Ur  dinner  than 
btfert, 

Mr,  Barclay  saw  Johnson  ten  days  before  he  died,  when  the 
latter  observed.  *  That  they  should  never  meet  more.  Hiw 
you  any  objection  to  receive  an  old  man's  blessing?'  Mr. 
Barclay  knelt  down,  and  Johnson  gave  him  his  blessing  with 
great  fervency. 


BY  H.  D.  BEST. 

[From  Perscnal  and  LiUrMy  Memorials,  i  vol.,  8vo.  Loodofl. 
1829.  pp.  11,63,63,65.] 

Mrs.  Digby  told  mc  that  when  she  lived  in  London  mth  bcr 
sister  Mrs.  Brooke",  they  were  every  now  and  then  hoooiDtd 
by  the  visits  of  Dr.  Johnson.  He  called  on  them  one  dsy 
soon  after  the  publication  of  his  immortal  diclionaiy.  The  two 
ladies  paid  him  due  compliments  on  the  occasion.  AflKH^ 
other  topics  of  praise  they  very  much  commended  the  omission 
of  all  naughty  v^x6^  'What,  my  dearsl  then  you  have  b«Q 
looking  for  them?'  said  the  moralist.  The  ladies,  confined 
at  being  thus  caught,  dropped  the  subject  of  the  dictiooaiy. 

In  early  youth  I  knew  Bennet  Langton,  of  that  iik,  as  tbe 
Scotch  say.  With  great  personal  claims  to  the  respect  of  Ike 
public,  he  is  known  to  that  public  chiefly  as  a  friend  of  Johaioa. 
He  was  a  very  tall,  meagre,  long-visaged  man,  much  resembling, 
according  to  Richard  Paget,  a  stork  standing  on  one  leg,  neu 
the  shore,  in  Raphael's  cartooii  of  the  miraculous  draught  d 
fishes.  His  manners  were  in  Ihe  highest  degree  polished:  te 
conversation  mild,  equable,  and  always  pleasing.  He  had  tbc 
uncommon   faculty   of  being  a   good    reader*.       I    formed  u 


'  Antt,  i.  307. 

'  Antt,  i.  333;  ii.  19a. 

'  He  read  Dodsicy's  CUone  lu 
Johnwn,  who  'at  the  end  of  an 
act  said,  "Come,  let's  Uave  some 


moTc,  let's  go  into  the  &bt^bRi- 
bvusc  again,  Liiiky.  But  I  vn  a'ni' 
ihcTc  is  more  blood  than  bn»&" 
IJ/t,  iv.  ao. 

inliaiai:)- 


intimacy  with  his  sod,  and  went  to  pay  him  a  visit  at  Langton. 
After  breakfast  we  wnlkeil  to  the  top  of  a  very  steep  hill  behind 
the  house.  Whcji  wc  arrived  at  the  summit,  Mr.  Langton  said, 
'Poor,  dear  Dr.  Johnson,  when  he  came  to  this  spot,  turned 
to  look  down  the  hill,  and  said  he  was  determined  ""to  take 
a  roll  down'."  When  we  understood  what  he  meant  to  do, 
wc  endeavoured  to  dissuade  him ;  but  he  was  resolute,  saying, 
he  had  not  had  a  roil  for  a  long  time ;  and  taking  out  of  his 
lesser  pockets  whatever  might  be  in  them — keys,  pencil,  purse, 
or  pen-knife,  and  laying  himself  parallel  with  the  edge  uf  the 
hil],  he  actually  descended,  turning  himself  over  and  over  till 
he  came  to  the  bottom.' 

The  story  was  told  with  such  gravity,  and  with  an  air  of 
such  affectionate  remembrance  of  a  departed  friend,  that  it 
was  impossible  to  suppose  this  extraordinary  freak  of  the 
great  lexicographer  to  have  been  a  fiction  or  invention  of 
Mr.  Langton. 


BY  SIR  BROOKE  BOOTHBY. 

[The  following  anecdotes  were  communicated  to  Dr.  Anderson 
by  Sir  Brooke  Boothby,  Bart.,  '  who  had  frequent  opportunities 
of  enjoying  the  company  of  Johnson  at  Lichfield  and  Ashbourne.' 
Anderson's  Life  oj  Johns&n,  ed.  1S15,  p.  jji. 

Sir  Brooke  Boothby  was  the  brother  of  Miss  Hill  Boothby. 
Ante.  i.  iS  ;  Liff,  \.  83  ;  Letters,  i.  4^.] 

Johnson  spoke  as  he  wrote.  He  would  take  up  a  topic,  and 
otter  upon  it  a  number  of  the  Rambler '.  On  a  question,  one 
day,  at  Miss  Porter's,  concerning  the  authority  of  a  newspaper 
for  some  iAct,  he  related,  that  a  lady  of  his  acquaintance  im- 
plicitly believed  every  thing  she  read  in  the  papers;  and  that, 
by  way  of  curing  her  credulity,  he  fabricated  a  story  of  a  battle 
between  the  Russians  and  Turks,  then  at  war;   and  'that   it 


'  Johnson  visited  Langtoo  m  l?64- 
Li/e,  i.  476  :  an/e.  i.  286,  291. 

*  AMe.  i.  348;  it,  9J. 

*  M.  d«  BitfTon  reaur<]ue  tris-bien 


que  ccux  <i«i  tfcrivcnt  conime  lis 
parjent,  quoiqu'ils  parlcnt  Iris-bicn, 
(icrivctil  mal.'  Correspandauce  de 
GnmM,tA.  1814,  L  33. 

might 
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might,'  he  said,  'bear  internal  evidence  of  its  futility.  I  laid 
the  scene  in  an  island  at  the  conflux  of  the  Boristhenes  and 
the  Danube;   rivers  which  run  at  the  distance   of  a  htindrtd 
leagues  from   each  other.      The  lady,  however,   believed  the 
story,  and    never  forgave  the  deception;    the    consequence  of 
which  was,  that   I  lost  an  agreeable  companion,  and  she  was 
deprived  of  an  innocent  amusement '.'    And  he  added,  as  an 
extraordinary  circum-stancc,  that  the  Ru^isian  ambassador  foA 
in   great  haste  to  the  printer,  to  know  from   whence  he  hiil 
received  the  intelligence.     Another  time,  at  Dr.  Taylor's,  a  few 
daya  after  the  death  of  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kennedy,  of 
Bradley',  a  woman  of  extraordinary  sense,  he  described  the 
eccentricities  of  the   man  and   the  woman,  with  a   nicety  of 
discrimination,  and  a  force  of  language,  equal  to  the  best  of 
his  periodical  essays.    Now,  with  such  powers,  and   the  fiill 
confidence  he  felt  in  himself  before  any  audience,  he  must  haw 
made  an  able  and  impressive  speaker  in  Par]i.xment  ^ 


BY  THE  REV.  W.  COLE. 

[From  Cole's  Collection  in  the  British  Museum.  Crokcr': 
Bosv/eU,  X.  12$.] 

I  was  told  by  Mr.  Farmer,  the  present  Master  of  Etnaauel 
College*,  that  he  being  in  London  last  year  [1774]  with  Nt. 
Arnold,  tutor  in  St.  John's  College,  was  desired  to  iirtrodBce 

The  following  aaeodote  is  reoxtkl 
of  one  brandi  of  the   Mcyaelli  ■ 

Hutton's  History  e/  Der^,  ed.  iBf. 
p.  267.  '  While  ihe  Mcyndt  &ailr 
were  spending  their  $ob«f  endat 
by  the  glow  of  their  own  fire,  i  caicft 
and  six  was  beard  rolliog  up  In  tht 
door.  "  Biing  candles,"  says  ih 
Iftdy  of  the  mansion,  with  loat 
emotion,  while  the  stept  formni  M 
receive  the  gucsia;  but  InsiaaclyR- 
tuming,  "  Ugbc  up  a  rusti,"  uid  M 
"it  is  only  my  cousin  Cunoo.'** 

'  Antt,  ii.  362  «. 

*  U/t,  iii.  38. 

the 


•  Th*  lady  was  Mrs.  Salusbury, 
Mrs.  Thrjile's  mother.  Slic  was  re- 
conciled 10  Johnson.     Ante,  i.  335. 

•  A  village  in  Derbyshire,  where 
Johnson  visited  tho  MeynelLs.  U/e, 
i.  83  ;  Lttters,  i.  45,  «,  6.  'In  1763 
he  wrote  for  the  Kcv.  Dr.  John 
Kennedy,  the  Rector  of  Bradley,  in 
a  strain  of  very  courtly  elegance  a 
dedication  to  the  King.'  Lift,  t. 
366.  U  is  probably  the  same  Dr. 
Kennedy  who  wrote  a  foolish  tnigedy 
which  hid  been  showa  to  Mr.  Fiti- 
herbert,  and  who  married  Miss  Mey- 
ncU.    /^.  iii.  338. 


From  PVilliam  Cooke's  Life  of  Samuel  Foote.    393 

the  latter,  who  had  been  bred  a  Whig,  to  the  acquaintance  of 
the  very  learned  and  sensible  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson.  They  had 
not  been  long  together,  before  (the  conversation  leading  to  it) 
the  Doctor,  addressing  himself  to  Mr.  Arnold,  said,  'Sir,  you 
are  a  young  man,  but  I  have  seen  a  great  deal  of  the  world, 
and  take  it  upon  my  word  and  experience,  that  where  you 
sec  a  Whig  you  see  a  rascal '.'  Mr.  Farmer  said  he  was  startled, 
and  rather  uneasy  that  the  Doaor  liad  expressed  himself  so 
bluntly,and  was  apprehensive  that  Mr.  Arnold  might  be  .shocked 
and  take  it  ill.  But  they  laughed  it  off,  and  were  very  good 
company. 


FROM  WILLIAM  COOKE'S  LIFE  OF 

SAMUEL  FOOTE. 

Dr.  Johnson  being  asked  by  a  lady  why  he  so  constantly 
gave  money  to  beggars,  replied  with  great  fcding, '  Madam,  to 
enable  them  to  beg  on '.'    Vol.  ii.  p.  1 10. 

Dr.  Johnson  being  asked  by  a  lady  what  love  was,  replied, 
'  It  was  the  wisdom  of  a  fool  and  the  folly  of  the  wise.*  Vol.  ii. 
PI54- 

In  the  recital  of  prayers  and  religious  poems  Dr.  Johnson 
was  awfully  impressive'.  One  night  at  the  Club*,  a  person 
quoting  the  nineteenth  psalm,  the  Doctor  caught  firej  and 
instantly  taking  oft  his  hat  began  with  great  solemnity : — 

'The  spacious  Rrmaineni  on  high,' 

and  went  through   that   beautiful   hymn*.     Those  who  were 


'  For  raiial  sec  ib.  iii,  I,  and  for 
al»u>c  of  Wliigs  and  Whiggism,  vi. 
313.  Tbc  auiumn  of  this  satnc  year 
('774)1  iusi  l»e(urc  Che  general  elec- 
tion, Johnson  ftaid  Co  liDrke,  '  I  wish 
yov  kII  the  lucceas  which  ought  Co 
be  withcd  you,  which  can  possibly 
be  wiiiliecl  you  indevd— itv  an  Atmnt 
'nam.'    AnU,  i.  309. 

Ant<-,  i.  304, 

Jb.  li.  j66. 


*  Most  likely  the  Essex  Head 
Club,  of  which  Coolcc  was  a  member. 

'  Thackcmy  in  his  English  Hu- 
wouriils  (fd.  iSS^*'  P-  '09'  s^y*  '^ 
thin  hymn  of  Addison's  :— *  Listen  to 
him;  from  your  childhood  you  ha.ve 
known  the  verses;  but  who  can  hear 
their  Entered  music  without  luve  nnd 
aweP  ...  It  seems  to  roe  that  these 
verses  shine  like  the  stars.  They 
shine  out  of  a  great  deep  calm.' 

acquainted 


acquainted  with  th«  Doctor  knew  how  harah  his  features  ia 
general  were;  but,  upon  this  occasion,  to  use  the  language 
of  Scripture, — '  his  face  was  almost  a^  if  it  had  been  the  face 
of  an  argel  '.* 

Soon  after  Garrick'a  purchase  at  Hampton  Court '  he  was 
showing  Dr.  Johnson  the  grounds,  the  house.  Shakespeare's 
temple  8ic. ;  and  concluded  by  asking  him,  '  Well,  Doctor,  how 
do  you  like  all  this?'  'V\Tiy,  it  is  pleasant  enough.'  growled 
the  Doctor,  'for  the  present ;  but  all  these  things,  David,  maicc 
death  very  terrible.' 

At  the  same  time  on  Garrick's  showing  him  a  magnificent 
library,  full  of  books  in  most  elegant  bindings,  the  Doctor  began 
running  over  the  volumes  in  his  usual  coarse  and  negligent 
manner ;  which  was  by  opening  the  book  so  wide  as  almost 
to  break  the  back  of  it,  and  then  flung  them  down  one  by  one 
on  the  floor  with  contempt  K  *  Zounds ! '  said  Garrick,  who  wai 
in  torture  all  this  time,  'why,  what  are  you  about  there?  yooll 
spoil  all  my  books.'  '  No,  Sir/  cried  Johnson,  '  I  have  done 
nothing  but  treat  a  pack  of  siffy  plays  in  fops'  dresses  just  ss 
Ihcy  deserve ;  but  I  see  no  books' 


FROM  THE  EUROPEAN  MAGAZINE*. 

Boswcll  was  a  man  of  excellent  natural  parts,  on  which  be 
had  engrafted  a  great  deal  of  general  knowledge  '.  His  talcnb 
as  a  man  of  company  were  much  heightened  by  his  extreme 


■  Acta,  vi.  15. 

■  '  Hert  lie  received  the  visits  of 
the  nobility,  of  tlic  ablest  schnlaTS, 
and  the  men  of  genius  in  every  branch 
of  literature.  He  lived  in  an  elegant 
style,  and  to  the  luxuries  of  ihc  tabic 
added  Kis  wit  and  ilic  potislicd 
manner  of  nne  who  lind  enjoyed  (he 
best  company.  His  behaviour  u-ar 
modest  and  unassuming ;  he  gave 
Iiicnself  no  superior  airs,  and  the 
pride  which   a   large   (orttinc  often 


inspires  was  forci(^   to  his  btait.' 
Murphy's  Lif4  cfGarritk,  p.  >4S- 
^  IJfe,  ii.  193. 

*  European    Magmxiiu,    179S,  p^ 

376- 

*  When  he  W83  tweniy-fi^'e  j«n 
old  Johnson  said  to  iiim :— 'Voa 
general  mass  of  kitowtedjie  of  boob 
and  men  renders  you  ver)'  capable  U 
make  yourself  master  of  any  sckac^ 
or  fit  yourself  for  any  pn>finM»' 
Life,  ii.  9. 

cheerfulnes 


cheerfulness  and  good  nature.  Mr.  Burke  said  of  him,  that  he 
had  no  merit  in  possessing  that  agreeable  faculty,  and  that 
a  man  might  as  well  assume  to  himself  merit  tn  possessing 
an  excellent  conMitution '.  Mr.  fioswell  professed  the  Scotch 
and  the  English  law ;  but  had  never  taken  very  £;rcat  pains 
on  the  subject.  His  father.  Lord  Auchinleck,  told  hint  one 
day.  that  it  would  cost  him  more  trouble  to  hide  his  ignorance 
in  these  professions,  than  to  show  his  knowledge.  This  Mr.  Bos- 
well  owned  he  had  found  to  be  true".  Society  was  his  idol; 
to  that  he  sacrificed  every  thing:  his  eye  glistened,  and  his 
countenance  brightened  up,  when  he  saw  the  human  face 
divine' ;  and  that  person  must  have  been  very  fastidious  indeed, 
who  did  not  return  him  the  same  compliment  when  he  came 
into  a  room.  Of  his  Life  of  Johnson,  who  can  say  too  much, 
or  praise  it  too  highly?  What  is  Plutarch's  biography  to  his? 
so  minute,  so  appropriate,  so  dramatic*. 

A  gentleman  of  Lichfield  pieeting  the  Doctor  returning  from 
a  walk,  inquired  how  far  he  had  been?  The  Doctor  replied, 
he  had    gone  round    Mr.   Level's  field  *  (the  place  where  the 


'  Johnson  wrote  to  Boswell  on 
July  3,  1778: — 'If  general  approba- 
lion  will  add  anytbingr  to  your  CAJoy- 
meni,  1  caa  lell  you  thai  1  have 
heard  you  mentioned  as  a  man  wJiem 
evtrybMly  iikts.'  Life,  iii.  36J.  An- 
other time  lie  described  bim  as  '  the 
best  trivcUing  companion  in  the 
world.'  lb.  iii,  294,  He  wrote  of 
him  to  Mis.  Thrale  :  '  I  shall  cele- 
brate his  Kood-huniour  and  jier- 
petiul  cbccrfuli)»s.'  LttUrs,  \.  291. 
It  was  for  him  that  he  invented  the 
word  tiubahle.  'Boswell  [said  he} 
i*  a  vet7  iluiaiie  nwc'     J-i/t,  iv. 

254  «■ 

•  To  his  friend  Temple  he  wrote  :  — 
*  I  have  a  kindofimpotency  of  study.' 
LdttcTt  0/  BoiVjell,  p.  181.  Never- 
tbclcss,  in  the  University  which  he 
and  Johnson  imagined  he  was  'to 
teach  CiviJ  and  Scotch  law."  Li/e, 
V.    [o8.     For  his  confcsaioa  of  his 


ignorance  oTEnglish  law,  and  of '  the 
delusion  of  Westminster  Hall,  of 
brilliant  repute  lion  and  splendid 
fortune,"  which,  he  continues,  'still 
weighs  upon  my  inaagjnatioii,'  see  ib. 
iii.  1 79  *r. 

*  Paradise  Last,  Bk.  iii.  L  44. 

*  '  Boswell  is  the  first  of  bk>- 
graphers.  He  has  no  second.  He 
has  distanced  a]l  his  competitors  so 
decidedly  that  it  is  not  worth  while  to 
place  them.  Eclipse  is  first,  and  the 
rest  nowhere.'  Macaulay's  Esters, 
ed.  1843,1.374. 

'  Of  all  the  men  distinguished  in 
this  or  any  other  age  Dr.  Johnson 
has  left  upon  posterity  the  strongest 
and  most  vivid  iinpression,  so  lar  as 
penon,  manners,  disposition  and 
conversation  arc  concerned.'  Scott's 
Works,  ed.  1 834,  iti.  26a 

*  For  John  Levett  of  Lichfield  see 
Li/t,  i.  1^ ;  LctUrt,  \.  [4, 

scholars 


^i 
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scholars  play)  in  search  of  a  rail  that  he  used  to  jump  over  when 
a  boy, '  and,'  says  the  Doctor  in  a  transport  of  joy,  '  I  have  been 
so  fortunate  as  to  find  it :  I  stood,  said  he, '  gazing  upon  it  some 
time  with  a  degree  of  rapture,  for  it  brought  to  my  mind  all 
my  juvenile  sports  and  pastimes,  and  at  length  I  detennined 
to  try  my  skill  and  dexterity ;  I  laid  aside  my  hat  and  wig, 
puUed  off  my  coal,  and  leapt  over  it  twice.'  Thus  tlie  great 
Dr.  Johnson,  only  three  yean  before  his  death,  was,  without 
hat,  wig,  or  coat,  jumping  over  a  rail  that  be  had  used  to  ^■ 
over  when  a  school-boy '. 

Amongst  thoae  who  were  so  intimate  with  Dr.  Johnson  as  to 
have  him  occasionally  an  intimate  in  their  ramtlics,  it  is  a  well 
known  fact  that  he  would  frequently  descend  from  the  con- 
templation of  subjects  the  most  profound  imaginable  to  the 
most  childish  playfulness.  It  was  no  uncommon  thing  to  set 
him  hop,  step,  and  jump ' ;  he  would  often  seat  himself  on  the 
back  of  his  chair,  and  more  than  once  has  been  known  to 
propose  a  race  on  some  grassplat  adapted  to  the  purpose  He 
was  very  intimn.tc  and  much  attached  to  Mr.  John  Payne', 
once  a  bookseller  in  Paternoster  Row,  and  afterwards  Chief 
Accountant  of  the  Bank.  Mr.  Payne  was  of  a  very  diminutive 
appearance,  and  once  when  they  were  together  on  a  visit  with 
a  friend  at  some  distance  from  town,  Johnson  in  a  gaiety 
of  humour  proposed  to  run  a  race  with  Mr.  Payne —  the 
proposal  was  accepted ;  but,  before  they  had  proceeded 
more  than  half  of  the  intended  distance,  Johnson  caught  his 
little  adversary  up  in  his  arms,  and  without  any  cerenway 
placed  him  upon  the  arm  of  a  tree  which  was  near,  and 
then  continued  running  as  if  he  had  met  with  a  hard  match. 
]4c  afterwards  returned  with  much  exultation  to  release  his 
friend  from  the  no  very  pleasant  situation  in  which  he  had 
left  him*. 


'  This  if,  perhaps,  an  amplification 
of  tlic  siury  ldiA,f>atl,  p.  415. 

'  '  I  flutter  about  my  room  two  or 
three  hours  in  a  morning,  and  when 
my  winf^aareoscanganbove  an  hun- 
dred yards  at  a  hop,  step  and  jump." 


Addison,  7>/  Gtdordian,  No.  tio. 

In  my  schoolboy  days  wc  alni'i 
said  '  hop,  skip  and  jump.' 

'  Antt.i.iii. 

*  For  his  race  with  &  fOUDS  Udj 
sec  ante,  ii  378. 

Doctor 


By  Richard  Green  of  Lichfield. 
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Doctor,  aftcnvards  Dean  Maxwell ',  sitting  in  company  with 
Johnson,  they  were  talking  of  the  violence  of  parties,  and  what 
unwarrantable  and  insolent  lengths  mobs  will  sometimes  run  into. 
'  Why,  yes.  Sir,'  says  Johnson, '  they'll  do  any  thing,  no  matter 
how  odd,  or  desperate,  to  gain  their  point ;  they'll  catch  hold  of 
the  red-hot  end  of  a  poker,  sooner  than  not  get  possession  of  it.* 

Dr.  Johnson,  in  his  tour  through  North  Wales,  passed  two 
days  at  the  seat  of  Colonel  Middlcton  of  Gwynagag'.  While 
he  remained  there,  the  gardener  caught  a  hare  amidst  some 
potaluc  plants,  and  brought  it  to  his  master,  then  engaged  in 
conversation  with  llic  Doctor.  An  order  was  given  to  carry  it 
to  the  cook.  As  soon  as  Johnson  heard  this  sentence,  he  bc^cd 
to  have  the  animal  placed  in  his  arms ;  which  was  no  sooner 
done,  than  approaching  the  window  then  half  open,  he  restored 
the  hare  to  her  liberty,  shouting  after  her  to  accelerate  her 
speed.  'What  have  you  done?'  cried  the  Colonel;  'why, 
Doctor,  you  have  robbed  my  table  of  a  delicacy,  perhaps 
deprived  us  of  a  dinner.'  '  So  much  the  better,  Sir,'  replied 
the  humane  champion  of  a  condemned  hare ;  '  for  if  your  table 
is  to  be  supplied  at  the  expense  of  the  laws  of  hospitality,  X 
envy  not  the  appetite  of  him  who  eats  it.  This,  Sir,  is  not 
a  hare  fira  /tatura-.  but  one  which  had  placed  itself  under  your 
protection ;  and  savage  indeed  must  be  that  man  who  does  not 
make  his  hearth  an  asylum  for  the  confiding  stranger  V 


BY  RICHARD  GREEN  OF  LICHFIELD*. 

[Richard    Green   was  an    apothecary  of    Lichfield.      Of  his 
Museum   Johnson   said  to  him: — 'Sir,  I   should  as  soon  have 


'  For  Dr.  MaxwcH's  CoUettanea 
wot  Lift,  ti.  ti6. 

■  'We  came  (writes  Johnson)  lo 
Mr.  Myddcllon's  of  Gwaynynog,  lo 
the  first  place,  as  my  Mistrw*  ob- 
icrvcd.  where  we  have  been  welcome. 
. . .  The  lable  wtw  well  supplied,  ex- 
cept that  tlic  fruit  waj  bad.     It  wat 


truly  the  dinner  of  a  country  genile- 
man.  Mydddionisihconlymanwho, 
in  Wales,  has  talked  lo  me  of  litera- 
ture." U/e,  V.  443,  45a.  They  passed 
not  two  dnys  but  eight  with  him. 

^  This  story  is  not  in  Mrs.  Pioui's 
Ani'Cthtts. 

*  Ctokcr's  Befotll,  ix.  148. 

thought 
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Minor  Anecdoles  of  Dr.  Johnson. 


thought  of  building  a  man  of  war  as  of  collecting  such  a  museum.* 
Lift,  ii.  46J.  There  is  a  view  of  it  in  Shaw's  Hislerj  cf 
Staffordshire,  p.  33a.    Sec  also  Letters,  i.  161,  n.  5.] 

Dr.  Brocklesby,  a  few  days  befiTC  the  death  of  Dr.  Johnson, 
found  on  the  table  Dr.  Kippis's  account  of  the  Disputes  of  the 
Royal  Society '.  Ur.  Johnson  inquired  of  his  physician  if  he 
had  read  it,  who  answered  in  the  n^ative.  '  You  have  sustainctJ 
no  los!^,  Sir.  It  is  poor  stuff,  indeed,  a  sad  unscholar-Itlce  per- 
formance-  I  could  not  have  believed  that  that  man  would  havf 
written  so  ill' 

Being  desired  to  call  in  Dr,  Warren ',  he  said  thej'  m^ht  tali 


*  Dr. Andrew  Kippiswasthccditor 
of  a  o«w  edition  of  the  Riographi» 
Drit«nm'ia.  '  Myfricnrf,  Or.  Kippis,' 
wrote  RoswcU,  '  has  hitherto  di»- 
charfred  the  task  with  more  tm- 
panialtty  ih.ir  mi(;ht  have  been  ex- 
|KCtcd  ^rom  a.  SeparatisL'  l-'/ft  <■■- 
174.  In  17S4  he  published  Observa' 
tioHi  CM  tie  taie  ConttUs  in  the  Royal 
Sxety,  The  contests  had  been  about 
the  Foreign  Secretary  and  the  Presi- 
dent. 

*  'When  Dr.  Warren,  in  the  uxual 
«yle,  hoped  thai  he  was  belter,  his 
answer  was,  "No,  Sir;  you  caonoc 
conceive  wiih  what  acceleration  I 
advance  towards  death." '  Ufi,  iv. 
*ti.  Sccalsoi'/-p.399;««/A'i- 136»<. 
Warren  was  a  mcmbcrof  the  Literary 
Ciub.  En  the  debate  in  the  Hodjc  of 
Commons  on  the  King'^  illnci^  oo 
Jan,  6, 1789,  Burke, alhtding  probably 
to  the  Club,  said:— 'He  knew  Dr. 
Warrrn,  he  belonged  to  a  society 
where  the  Doctor  frequently  came, 
had  always  found  him  an  instructive 
companion,  and  had  ever  heard  him 
considered  as  a  man  of  learning, 
(freal  irtpRrily  and  honour.'  Pari. 
Hist.  x\\\\,  919.  Miss  Bvirocy  de- 
scribes a  curious  scene  one  night, 
where  '  the  poor  Queen  in  a  torrent 
of  (ears  prepared  herself  for  seeing 


Dr.  WarrCn,'  after  'be  had  qisnt^ 
hispoitofwaichtng*  the  King.  Mme. 
D'.\ib!a>''s  Diofy,  iv.  293.  *  He  « 
said  to  have  received  in  the  course  oj 
one  day  fees  to  fbe  amount  of  aiKtr- 
nine  guineas,  and  to  have  made  /Sen 
a  year  ever  since  the  Reccoqi-' 
Annuai  RtxiHer,  1797.  it.  j6. 

Charles  Darwin  quoces  the  foBo^ 
ing  anecdote  in  his  LifttfEnamti 
Vat-Kftit  (cd.  I SS7,  pb  105) :— '  A 
gentleman  in  the  last  siaee  of  as- 
■umplion  came  to  Dr.  Darwin  U 
Derb>',  and  expressed  himself  w  tte 
cScci  :  -"  1  am  come  from  LoodM 
to  constilt  you  as  the  greatest  plif 
sician  in  the  world. ...  I  know  tlait 
my  life  hangs  upon  a  thread. ...  I 
trust  that  you  will  not  deceive  trt. 
but  tell  me  without  bcsiuttoo  )mr 
candid  opinion.''  Dr.  Darwin  di^ 
niitely  examined  htm,  and  said  ht 
was  sorry  to  say  there  was  00  bo^ 
After  a  pause  of  a  few  minatcs  ifac 
gentleman  said,  "  How  long  caa  I 
live  ? "  The  answier  was,  **  Perkips 
a  fortnight."  The  gentleman  Rticd 
his  hand  and  said.  "  Tbanli  )'«■• 
Doctor :  I  thank  you ;  my  mind  > 
satisfied  ;  I  now  know  there  is  n" 
hope  for  me."  Dr.  Darwin  thca 
said, "  But  as  you  come  from  Loodss, 
wily  did  you  not  consult  Dr.  Wamsl* 


in  any  body  they  pleased  ;  and  Warren  was  called.  At  hin 
going  away,  'You  have  come  in,'  said  Dr.  Johnson,  *at  the 
eleventh  hour ;  but  you  shal]  be  paid  the  same  with  your 
fcllow-Iabourcrs.  Francis,  put  into  Dr.  Warren's  coach  a  copy 
of  the  Englith  Po<ts '.' 

Some  years  before,  some  person  in  a  company  at  Salisbury", 
of  which  Dr.  Johnson  was  one,  vouched  for  the  company  that 
there  was  nobody  in  it  afraid  of  death,  '  .Speak  for  yourself, 
Sir,'  said  Johnson,  'for  indeed  I  am.'  '  I  did  not  say  of  dying,' 
replied  the  other;  'but  of  death,  meaning  its  consequences.' 
'And  so  I  mean,'  rejoined  the  Doctor;  '1  am  very  seriously 
afraid  of  the  consequences  ^' 


BY  T.  GREEN. 

[From  the  Diary  of  a  Lover  of  Literature  by  T.  Green  of 
Ipsu'ich,  4to.  iSiO;  and  $ince  continued  in  the  GentUman's 
Ma^asine.     Cro'kct's  Bosu/fU.'K.  i+i.] 

Mr.  Monncy  told  me  he  h.id  often  met  Johnson,  and  imitated 
his   manner  very   happily.     Johnson    came  on  a  visit   to  the 


**  Alas ;  Doctor,  I  am  Dr.  Warren." 
He  died  in  a  week  or  iwo  afterwards." 
According  lo  the  Annual  Register 
WatTcn  *  died  of  spasms  in  his 
stomach  very  iinexpectcdiy,  ,nt  a.  mo- 
ment uhcn  Sir  C>,  B.ikrr  and  Dr. 
Pitcairn  wcrr  most  sanguine  in  ihcir 
hopes  of  his  recovery.  Hts  complaint 
fajid  been  a  violent  crysiptliu  in  his 
head.'  This  is  confirmed  by  Lord 
Charlemoni,  who  wrote  on  Aug.  19, 
1 797:^' As  for  Dr.  Warren,  death 
owed  him  a  grudge  for  ihc  numerous 
victims  rescued  from  his  dart,  and  at 
length  revenged  himself  by  that  fital 
blow  on  the  stomach-'  Hist.  MSS. 
Com^  Thirteenth  Keport,  App,  viii. 
381.    '  Dr.  WarrcD  used  to  say  that  if 


a  physician  bad  common  aense  when 
he  first  settled  at  Bath,  he  soon  lost 
it  all  in  loiikingout  for  bile  and  giving 
in  to  Ihc  medical  cam  of  the  place.' 
European  Miigaxinir^  'TSS.  p-  24O. 

'  Tire  Rev.  C,  G.  Andrews,  Would- 
ham  Rectory,  Rochester,  a  great- 
grandson  of  Dr.  H«berden,  has  the 
copy  of  the  Livn  that  belonged  to 
Ur.  HebcrdcHi  inscribed  (not  in 
Johnson's  writingl '  From  the  author.' 

'  Johnson  was  iwict;  at  Salisbury — 
once  in  1763,  on  his  way  to  Devon- 
shire (Taylor's  Heynoltit,  i.  314),  and 
once  in  ijSi,  sixteen  months  before 
his  death,    i'^,  iv.  334. 

*  An/e,  ii.  aoa. 

'  Apiia  avoir  parl^  de  U  fausset^ 
President 


Presidentof  his  College  (Jesus) at  Oxford,  Dr.  Bernard  '.  Dr.  Ber- 
nard ventured  to  put  a  joke  upon  Johnson ;  but  being  terrified 
by  a  tremendous  snarl,  '  Indeed,  indeed,  Doctor,  bclie\-e  me.' 
said  he,  '  I  meant  nothing.'  '  Sir,'  said  Johnson,  '  if  you  wuaa 
nothing,  say  nothing,'  and  was  quiet  for  the  rest  of  the  evoiing. 


BV  OZIAS  HUMPHRY.  R.A. 

['In  a  letter  to  his  brother,  the  Rev.  William  Humphry.dated 
September  19,  1764.'     Croker's  Bos^vell,  ix.  257. 

For  Johnson's  letters  to  Humphry  see  Life,  iv.  268,  and  for 
anecdotes  of  him  see  Northcotc's  Reynolds,  ii.  1 74,  X48.] 

The  day  after  I  wrote  my  last  letter  to  you  I  was  introduced 
to  Mr.  Johnson  by  a  friend :  we  passed  tlirough  three  very  dirty 
rooms  to  a  Httic  one  that  looked  like  an  old  count ing-boose, 
where  this  great  man  was  sai  at  his  brcakfa&t'.  Tbc  fumituic 
of  this  room  was  a  very  lai^c  deal  writing-desk  *,  an  old  walnul- 
trce  tabic,  and  five  ragged  chairs  of  four  different  sets.  I  was 
very  much  struck  with  Mr.  Johnson's  appearance,  and  could 
hardly  help  thinking  him  a  madman  for  some  time,  as  he  sat 
waving  over  his  breakfast  like  a  lunatic*. 


de  tant  de  verms  xpparcntes,  il  est 
raisonnabte  de  dire  quelque  c1)os«  de 
la  fausscit^  du  m^pris  de  la  mart.  . . . 
[|  y  a  dc  U  difr<!rcncc  eniie  soufTHr  la 
mort  consumnicnt,  et  ia  m^priicr. 
Le  premier  est  assw  ordinaire  ;  mais 
jie  CTois  que  I'autrc  n'cst  jamais  sin- 
cere. ...  La  laison,  dans  laqucllc  »n 
croii  troaver  tant  de  ressourcrs,  est 
trop  faibic  en  ceile  rencontre  pour 
nous  persuader  de  ceque  nous  vou- 
lona.  Ccst  die  au  conirairc  qui 
nous  trahii  Ic  plus  souvcnt,  ci  qui, 
au  li«u  dc  nous  inspirer  le  mtfpris 
de  ta  mort,  scrt  k  nous  d^couvrir 
ce  qu'dlc  a  d'alErcux  ct  dc  terrible' 


La  Rochcfsucaold,  Maxiwut,  No. 
528. 

'  Johnton  vna  for  some  day*  m 
June,  1782,  the  Kucst  of  Dr.  Ednid)^ 
Vice-F*nncip>il  of  Jesus  CoUefC 
Letleri.  ii.  a;?,  n.  4  ;  261,  n,  I.  Ko 
Principal  [not  President]  of  Jmw 
bore  the  name  of  FlcmaTd.  Tbe  sWt 
which  Cnllom  rcseniblei  one  told  of 
(he  elder  Pitt. 

■  Johnson  in  1764  was  Uring  is 
InncrTctnplc  Lane  IJ/e,  '\,  3io,ii,i 
37S,  n.  I  ;  iii.  406*1. 

>  Ko  doubt  the  desk  in  tbe  Library 
of  Pembroke  College. 

*  Hogaitb,  elevcB    yesn   ctriia. 

He 


He  is  a  very  lar^  man,  and  was  dressed  in  a  dirty  brown 
coat  and  waistcoat,  with  breeches  that  were  brown  also  (though 
they  had  been  crimson),  and  an  old  black  wig :  his  shirt  collar 
and  sleeves  were  unbuttoned ;  his  stockings  were  down  about 
his  feet,  which  had  on  them,  by  way  of  slippers,  an  old 
pair  of  shoes.  He  had  not  been  up  long  when  we  called  on 
him,  which  was  near  one  o'clock:  he  seldom  goes  to  bed  till 
near  two  in  the  morning  ;  and  Mr.  Reynolds  tells  me  he  generally 
drinlci  tea  about  an  hour  after  he  has  supped '.  We  had  beeo 
some  lime  with  him  before  he  began  to  talk,  but  at  length  he 
began,  and,  faith,  to  some  purpose  1  every  thing  he  says  is  as 
cprrect  as  a  second ediiion":  't  is  almost  impossible  to  argue  with 
him,  he  is  so  sententious  and  so  knowing. 

I  asked  him,  if  he  had  seen  Mr.  Reynolds's  pictures  lately. 
'No,  Sir.'  '  He  has  painted  many  fine  ones.'  '  I  know  he  has,' 
he  said,  'as  I  hear  he  has  been  fully  employed.'  I  told  him, 
I  imagined  Mr.  Reynolds  was  not  much  pleased  to  be 
overlooked  by  the  Court  ^  as  he  must  be  conscious  of  his 
superior  merit.  'Not  at  all  displeased,'  he  said,  'Mr.  Reynolds 
has  too  much  good  sense  to  be  affected  by  it :  when  he  was  younger 
he  believed  it  would  have  been  agreeable ;  but  now  he  does 
not  want  their  favour.  It  has  ever  been  more  profitable  to 
be  popular  among  the  people  than  favoured  by  the  King:  it 
i&  no  reflection  on  Mr.  Reynolds  not  to  be  employed  by  them ; 
but  it  will  be  a  reflection  for  ever  on  the  Court  not  to  have 
employed  him.    The  King,  perhaps,  knows  nothing  but  that 


catlhig  on  RkTiar dson,  •  white  he  was 
tAlkin){,  peiceivcd  a  person  standing 
at  a  window  in  ibc  room,  shaking  his 
head,  i,nA  lolling  himself  about  in  a 
strange  ridiculous  manner.  He  con- 
cluded that  he  was  .in  ideo!,  whom 
his  rcUiions  had  put  under  the  caie 
of  Mr.  Richardson.'  It  was  Johnson. 
U/e,  i.  146. 

■  *  With  tcft  solaces  the  mtidnight.' 
/*.  i.  313,  M.  4. 

'  AmU.  ii.  391. 

»  Five  years  later  Reynolds  was 
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knighted,  wh«n  Johnaon.  who  was  at 
that  lime  an  abstainer,  'dmnle  one 
glass  of"  wine  lo  the  health  of  Sir 
Joshua  Reynolds.'  Aatf,  ii.  3:2.  See 
also  Li/e,  iv.  366. 

'  It  has  often  been  remarked  that 
the  King  never  cotnmi£eioned  Sir 
Joshua  for  a  single  picmrc;  indeed 
he  never  sat  lo  him  but  unce,  when 
his  portrait  was  pa.inted  by  him  for 
the  Roya.1  Academy.'  Noithcotc's 
Reyn&ids^  ii.  80. 

d  he 


he  employs  the  best  painter;  and  as  for  the  Queen,  I  don't 
imagine  she  has  any  other  idea  of  a  picture  but  th^t  it  is  a  thing 
composed  of  many  colours.* 

When  Mr.  Johnson  undcr.stood  tliat  I  had  lived  some  time 
in  Bath,  he  asked  me  many  questions  that  led,  indeed,  to 
a  general  description  of  it.  He  seemed  very  well  pleased;  bnt 
remarked  that  men  and  women  bathing  together  as  they  do 
at  Bath  b  an  instance  of  barbarity  that  he  believed  could  OM 
be  paralleled  in  any  part  of  the  world '.  He  entertained  us 
about  an  hour  and  a  half  in  this  manner;  then  wc  took  our 
leave.  I  must  not  omit  to  add,  that  I  am  informed  he  denies 
himself  many  conveniences,  though  he  cannot  well  afford  any, 
that  he  may  have  more  in  his  power  to  give  in  charities. 


BY  DR.  LETTSOM. 


[From  Memorials  pf  JokH  CoakUy  Lettsotn,  London,  iSij, 
3  vols. ;  vol  I,  part  2,  p.  78.] 

Jul  13.  I7«i. 

Dr.  Johnson  was  a  pious  man;  attached,  I  confess,  to  cstali- 
lished  system,  but  it  was  from  principle.  In  company  I  neither 
found  him  austere  nor  dogmatical ;  he  certainly  was  not  polite, 
but  he  was  not  rude;  he  was  familiar  with  suitable  coffipur; 
but  his  lanspiage  in  conversation  was  sententious ;  he  tu 
sometimes  jocular,  but  you  felt  as  if  you  were  pla}-!!^  witk 
.1  lion's  paw.  His  body  wx'!  large,  his  features  strong,  his  face 
scarred  and  furrowed  with  the  scrophula ;  he  had  a  heavy  looi:; 
but  when  he  spoke  it  was  like  lightning  out  of  a  dark  clood- 


'  Miss  Willis  in  Humphry  CHiker 
<ed.  1798,1.77) describes  ilie  bath: — 
'The  ladies  wear  jackeis  and  petli- 
coats  of  browo  linen,  wiib  chip  hais, 


in  which  chcjr  fix  their  haiidkcRh)A 
(o  wipe  the  swcai  from  ibeir  bed' 
See  also  id.  pp.  85,  90. 


Feb.  8,  17S5. 

In  social  company,  when  he  unbended  from  critical  austerity, 
he  afforded  the  finest  dessert  to  a  rational  repast.  I  once  dined 
with  him,  Wilkes,  Boswell,  and  Lcc  the  American  ■ ;  u-hat 
a  group!  'It  was  ungrateful,'  said  Lee.  'for  the  Scotch  who, 
when  emigrants,  always  found  an  asylum  in  America,  to  be  the 
most  violent  opponents  to  American  independence, and  to  oppose 
their  benefactors  in  the  cabinet  and  in  the  field.'  'The  obli- 
gation,' replied  Boswell,  'was  not  so  considerable,  when  it  is 
uadcrstotid  that  the  Americans  sent  the  Scotch  emigrants  to 
Cape  Fear,  and  such-lilic  barren  regions.'  '  I  think,'  said  John- 
son,'  they  acted  like  philosophers.'  'Why?'  Boswell  inquired. 
'Because,'  added  Johnson,  'if  you  turn  a  starved  cow  into  clover, 
it  will  soon  kill  itself  by  the  sudden  transition;  and  if  the 
Scotch,  famished  in  their  own  country,  had  been  placed  in  the 
more  fruitful  parts  of  America,  they  would  have  burst  by 
a  bellyful,  like  the  cattle  in  clover'.'  Nobody  enjoyed  a  laugh 
at  the  expense  of  the  Scotch  more  than  Boswell,  at  least  when 
it  came  from  Johnsion ;  and  the  latter  appeared  to  do  it  in 
play;  but  his  play  was  as  rough  as  that  of  a  bear,  and  you 
felt  fearful  of  coming  within  the  embraces  of  so  fierce  an  animal ' 
(p.  84). 


MISCELLANEOUS  ANECDOTES. 


[From  Croker's  Bosmell^  vol.  x.  pp.  131-14^.] 

A  gentleman  once  told  Dr.  Johnson,  that  a  friend  of  his, 
looking  into  the  Dictionary  which  the  Doctor  had  lately  pub- 
lished,  could    not    find   the  word    ocean.      '  Not    find    oce.in ! ' 


•  /.ifi,  in.  68 ;  LttterSt  i.  397. 

•  '  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  mentioned  some 
Scotch  who  ha.d  taken  possession  of 
a  baxrea  part  of  America,  and  won- 
dered why  ihcy  should  choose  \\. 
Johnson.   "Why,  Sir,  all  barrenness 


19  comparative.  The  Scotch  would 
not  know  it  to  be  baircr." '  Life, 
iii.  76.  BoswcU'e  'lony  head'  \ib. 
iv.  166),  which  rclaincd  a  great  deal 
of  the  CQUvcrsaiion,  here  failed  him, 
for  all  that  Letlsom  reports  is  new. 
d  %  exclaimed 
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exclaimed  our  Lexicographer;  'Sir,  I  doubt  the  veracity  oj 
your  information  I '  He  instantly  stalked  into  his  library;  and, 
opcnii^  the  work  in  question  with  the  utmost  impatience,  al 
last  triumphantly  put  his  finger  upon  the  subject  of  res 
adding,  'There,  Sir;  there  is  w-m«/*  The  gentleman 
preparing  to  apologise  for  the  mistake;  but  Dr.  Johnson  g< 
naturedly  dismissed  the  subject,  with  '  Never  mind  it,  S| 
perhaps  your  friend  spells  ouatt  with  an  s'.' 

The  late  Mr.  Crauford,  of  Hyde  Park  Comer,  being  engaged 
to  dinner,  where  Dr.  Johnson  was  to  be,  resolved  to  pay  hid 
court  to  him ;  and,  having  heard  that  he  preferred  Donn^ 
Satires  to  Pope's  version  of  them^  said,  'Do  you  know, 
Johnson,  that  I  like  Dr,  Donne's  original  Satires  better 
Pope's.'     Johnson  said, '  Well,  Sir,  I  can't  help  that '.' 

Miss  Johnson,  one  of  Sir  Joshua's  nieces'  (afterwards  Mq 

Deane),  was  dining  one  day  at  her  uncle's  with  Dr.  Johns 
and  a  large  party;  the  conversation  happening  to  turn  on  musici 
Johnson  spoke  very  contemptuously  of  that  art,  and  added, 
*that  no  man  of  talent,  or  whose  mind  was  capable  of  better 
things,  ever  would  or  could  devote  his  time  and  attention  to 
&o  idle  and  frivolous  a  pursuit.'  The  young  lady,  who  was 
very  fond  of  music,  whispered  her  next  neighbour,  *  I  wonder 
what  Dr.  Johnson  thinks  of  King  David.'  Johnson  overheard 
her,  and,  with  great  good  humour  and  complacency,  said, 
'  Madam,  I  thank  you ;  I  stand  rebuked  before  you,  and  promise 
that,  on  one  subject  at  least,  you  shall  never  hear  me 
nonsense  again.' 

The   honours   of    the    University  of  Cambridge  were 


'  Johnson,  in  the  Prrface  to  the 
Dictionary,  wril«s  : — 'H  is  remsirk- 
able  (hat  in  reviewing  my  collcciion 
[of  ftuihorities]  1  Ixiund  the  word  SEA 
unexcmpliiiec].*     Works,  v.  45. 

'  '  I'opc  published  a  revival  in 
smoother  numbers  of  Dr.  Donne's 
Satires. ...  He  seems  to  have  known 
their  imbecilit/,  and  thcrelore  sup- 


pMssed  ihem  while  he  wn«  yet 
tending    to   rise    in    Teputatioo, 
veniuted  them  when  he  thought  iheir 
deficiencies  more   likely  lo  be 
putcd    to   Donne  ihiin  to  hit 
Works,  viii.  395. 

'  Reynolds's  sistei  KlizitUcth 
ried    William    Johnson.      T»yk 
Reyneldi,  i.  4. 

pcrform( 
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performed  to  Dr.  Johnson,  by  Dr.  Watson,  afterwards  Bishop 
of  Llandaff,  and  then  Professor  of  Chemistry,  &c. '  After 
having  spent  the  morning  in  seeing  all  that  was  worthy  of 
notice,  the  sage  dined  at  his  conductor's  table,  which  was  stir- 
rounded  by  various  persons,  al]  anxious  to  sec  so  remarkable 
a  character,  but  the  moment  was  not  favourable;  he  had  been 
wearied  by  his  previous  exertions,  and  would  not  talk.  After 
the  party  had  dispersed,  he  said,  'I  was  tired,  and  would  not 
take  the  trouble,  or  I  could  have  set  them  right  upon  several 
subjects,  Sir ;  for  instance,  the  gentleman  who  said  he  could 
not  imagine  how  any  pleasure  could  be  derived  from  hunting,— 
the  reason  is,  becatuc  man  feels  his  own  vacuity'  less  in  action 
than  when  at  rest.' 

Mr.  Williams,  the  rector  or  Wellesboume,  in  Warwickshire, 
mentioned  having  once,  when  a  young  man,  performed  a  stage- 
coach  journey  with  Dr.  Johnson,  who  took  his  place  in  the 
vehicle,  provided  with  a  little  book,  which  his  compinion  soon 
discovered  to  be  Lucian':  he  occasionally  threw  it  aside,  if 
struck  by  any  remark  made  by  his  fellow-travellers,  and  poured 
forth  his  knowledge  and  eloquence  la  a  full  stream,  to  the  delight 
and  astonishment  of  his  auditors.  Accidentally,  the  first  subject 
which  attracted  him  was  the  digestive  faculties  of  dogs,  from 
whence  he  branched  off  as  to  the  powers  of  digestion  in  various 
species  of  snimals,  discovering  such  stores  of  information,  that 
this  particular  poijit  might  have  been  supposed  to  have  formed 
his  especial  .study,  and  so  it  was  with  every  other  subject  started. 
The  strength  of  his  memory  was  not  less  astonishing  than  hia 
eloquence ;  he  quoted  from  various  authors,  cither  in  support 
of  his  own  argument  or  to  confute  tliose  of  his  companions,  as 
readily,  and  apparently  as  accurately,  as  if  the  works  had  been 
in  his. hands.  The  coach  halted,  as  usual,  for  dinner,  which 
seemed  to  be  a  deeply  interesting  business  to  Johnson,  who 


'  For JoliDson'svisit  to  CtmbridgCt 
see/.///,  1.487.31?;  /Mirri,\.tS$». 
Watson  was  a  Fellow  of  Trinity 
College.    Sec  a«/c,  i.  307  «. 

*  '  I  am  now  to  tevicw  the  lasl  year, 
and  lincl  little  but  dianul  vacuity, 


neither  businc&s  nor  pleasure.'  AnU, 
i.  SB. 

'  Johnson  in  the  Harwich  eiage- 
coacb  read  Pomponins  M<ia  de  Situ 
Orbis,  and  in  the  Oxford  tiiigc-coach 
Euripides.     £^,1.465;  iv  "' 

ve 


vehemently  attacked   a  dish  of  stewed  carp,  using  his  fingers 
only  in  feeding  himself'. 

Bishop  Percy  was  at  one  lime  on  a  very  intimate  footiag  with 
Dr.  Johnson,  and  tlic  Doctor  one  day  took  Pcrcj-'s  little  daughter 
upon  his  knee,  and  asked  her  what  she  thought  of  Pi^rim's 
Process'}  The  child  answered,  that  she  had  not  read  it. 
'Nol'  replied  the  Doctor;  'then  [  would  not  give  one  larthing 
for  you;'  and  he  set  her  down  and  took  no  further  notice 
of  her. 

My  venerable  friend,  Dr.  Fisher,  of  the  Charter-hou«;,  now 
in  his  eighty-fifth  year,  informs  me  {saj*s  Mr.  Croker)  that  he 
was  one  of  the  party  who  dined  with  Dr.  Johnson  at  Uaiirrsity 
College,  Oxford,  in  March,  1776'.  There  were  present,  be 
says.  Dr.  Wcthcrell,  John.5on,  BoswcU,  Coulson,  Scott,  Gvyrok, 
Dr  Chandler  the  traveller,  and  Fisher,  then  a  young  Fellow  of  the 
College  ^  Me  recollects  one  passage  of  the  conversation  at 
dinner : — BoswcU  quoted  '  Quern  Dtus  vuU  pcrdere  prims  dt- 
twntat  ^,'  and  asked  where  it  was.     After  a  pause  Dr.  Chandkr 


'  '  1  took  the  liberty  to  observe  to 
Dr.  Johnson,  lliat  be  always  cat  fiab 
with  his  Bngcrs.  "  Vcs."  said  he ; 
"  but  Li  is  because  1  am  short-sighted, 
and  afraid  of  bones,  for  which  reason 
I  am  not  fond  of  eating  miny  kinds 
of  lish,  because  I  must  use  my 
lingers.'"    Li/t,  v.  306. 

•  AhU,  i.  331. 

*  Li/f,  ii.  44S- 

'  For  Dr.  Wclhcrell.  the  Master  of 
the  College,  see  ib.  ii,  440.  and  few 
Couifron,  LtttfTs,  i.  335.  Scott  should 
mean  William  Scott  (Lord  StowcUj 
who  had  Dot  yet  left  Orford  far 
Londsn ;  but  '  he  was  gone  10  the 
country.'  Life,  ii.  440,  John  Scott 
(£arl  of  Eldon),  who  had  been  in 
1774-^  Fisher's  colleague  aa  a  nilor, 
but  was  married  and  settled  in 
London,  says  be  was  at  the  dinner. 
Twiss's  Eld^H,  ed.  1846,  i.  65.  For 
Gwynn,seci»>&,ii.43a,  OfChandlcr's 


Trtntli  Johnson  wrote :—' Do  no 
buy  them ;  they  are  duller  thu 
Twiss's.'    Ltilen,  i.  jji. 

^  The  '  learned  firieDd '  meoiiooed 
in  my  note  on  this  pisssge  (Ufi,  i*. 
iSl)  was  the  late  I>rofe8aor  Ouwlltt 
Fellow  of  Pembroke  Collqce, Oifod. 
Burton  quotes  the  saying  is '  Qm 
Jupiter  perdtt  demeotat.*  Anai&mj 
ej  AfeLitteifily,  ed,  i66o;  p.  6. 

In  a  tetter  in  tlie  CaUfemoM's 
M<.JgaxiHe.  1 77 1 ,  p.  a6i ,  signed  W.  W. 
(perhaps  William  Warbtutoa  1, /i)*^ 
/wMtt  f  trrw  tmlt  perdtrt  ttuUumja^ 
is  quoted  as  a  fragment  of  Poblin 
S>TUS. 
Drydon  truislates  it : — 
■  For  thoee  whom  Cod  lo  rain  b« 

designed 
He  fits  for  fate,  and  first  denrtip 
their  mind.' 
The  Hind  and  the  />MCbr, 
Put  iii.  L  33S7. 

said 


Miscellaneous  Anecdotes. 


407 


said  in  Horace,— another  pause ;  then  Fisher  remarked,  that 
he  knew  no  metre  in  Horace  to  which  the  words  could  be 
reduced ;  upon  which  Johnson  said  dictatorially  '  The  young 
man  is  right'  Dr.  Fi3her  recollects  another  conversation  during 
thb  visit  to  Oxford,  when  there  was  a  Mr.  Mortimer ',  a  shallow, 
vulgar  man,  who  had  no  sense  of  Johnson's  superiority,  and 
talked  a  great  deal  of  flippant  nonsense.  At  Ust  he  liaid,  that 
'metaphysics  were  all  stuff— t\oi\\\n^  but  vague  words.'  'Sir,' 
said  Johnson,  "  do  you  know  the  meaning  of  the  word  mtta- 
fkysics.^'  'To  be  sure,'  said  the  other.  'Then,  Sir,  you  must 
know  that  two  and  two  make  four,  is  a  metaphysical  pro- 
position.'— *I  deny  it,"  rejoined  Mortimer,  ' 't  is  an  arithmetical 
one;  I  deny  it  utterly.'  'Why,  then,  Sir,'  said  Johnson,  'if 
you  deny  that  we  arrive  at  that  conclusion  by  a  mctaphy-sical 
process,  I  can  only  say,  \hat  plus  in  und  korA  unusasinus  ntgabii, 
quam  centum  phihsopHi  in  centum  annis pTobavtrinf* .* 

7*hc  following  letter  was  written  with  an  agitated  hand, 
frona  the  very  chamber  of  death,  by  the  amiable  Bcnnet 
Langton,  and  obviously  interrupted  by  his  feelings^.  It  Ls  not 
addressed,  but  Mr.  Langton's  family  believe  it  was  intended  for 
Mr.  Bt^well: 

'My  dear  Str. — Afler  many  conflicting  hopes  and  fears 
respecting  the  event  of  this  heavy  return  of  illness  which  haa 
a&sailed  our  honoured  friend.  Dr.  Johnson,  since  hL<;  arrival  from 
Lichfield,  about  four  days  ago  the  appearances  grew  more  and 
more  awful,  and  this  afternoon  at  eight  o'clock,  when  I  arrived 
at  his  house  to  see  how  he  should  be  going  on,  I  was  acquainted 


'  John  j4Ri«s  wrote  on  SepC  16, 
1781 : — 'No  news  in  Oxford,  except 
the  death  of  the  Head  of  LiscolA, 
who  is  5iicc««<!ed  by  on«  Mortimer, 
a  notorious  aloveo.  The  blackguard 
Stinton  was  a  beau  to  him.'  Lettert 
of  Radttifft  atui  Jemts.  p.  1S5. 

*  According  to  Lord  Eldun,  John- 
fton  quoted  th»c  words  at  the  ujring 
of  '  an  auiboT.'  Twiu's  EUon,  od. 
1846,  i.  65. 

'  Han-ki&s   writes  ; — *  Ac  tHevta, 


the  sante  evening,  Mr.  Langton  CBm« 
to  me,  and  in  an  agony  of  mind  gave 
me  to  understand  ihai  our  friend  bod 
woiind«d  himscir  in  several  parts  oT 
th«  body.'  AmU,  ii.  134.  H  thli  ac- 
count »  true,  Langton  ihmigfat  that 
Johnson  had  wounded  himself  in  the 
intention,  not  to  lengthen  his  life,  m 
waa  really  the  c&*c,  but  lo  thartcn 
iL  Itwwpcrhapt  the  shock  given 
00  kaming  of  [bc*e  wound!  which 
tntenru[>(ed  the  letter. 

at 
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at  the  door,  that  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  before,  he  had 
breathed  his  last.  I  am  now  writing  in  the  room  where  his 
vciierablc  remains  exhibit  a  spectacle,  the  interesting  solcmmty 
of  which,  difficult  as  it  would  be  in  any  sort  to  find  tcnns  to 
express,  so  to  you,  my  dear  Sir,  whose  own  sensations  will  punt 
it  so  strongly,  it  would  be  of  all  men  the  most  superfluous  to 
attempt  to ' 

I  have  (says  Mr.  W.  E.  Surtees)  heard  ray  grandmother, 
a  daughter,  by  his  first  wife,  of  the  Dean  of  Ossorj'*  (who 
married  secondly  Miss  Charlotte  Cotterell),  speak  of  Dr.  Johnson, 
.18  having  frequently  seen  him  in  her  youth.  On  one  occa^ioa, 
probably  about  1763-3,  he  spent  a  day  or  two  in  the  countiy 
with  her  father,  and  went  with  the  family  to  see  the  house  of 
a  rich  merchant.  The  owner — all  bows  and  smiles— seemed  to 
exult  in  the  opportunity  of  dispUyint;  his  costly  articles  of  vvlit 
10  his  visitor,  and,  in  going  through  their  catalogue,  observed, 
■  And  this.  Dr.  Johnson,  is  Vesutnus  Cfesar.'  My  grandmother. 
then  but  a  girl,  could  not  suppress  a  titter,  when  the  Doctor 
turned  round,  and  thus,  alike  to  the  discomfiture  of  the  mcrdunt 
and  herself,  sternly  rebuked  her  aloud,  '  What  is  the  child 
laughing  at?  Ignorance  is  a  subject  for  pity — not  for  laughter.' 


BY  DR.  JOHN  MOORE. 

[From  his  Li/e  of  SmolUli,  prefixed  to  Smollett's  Wcrks,  ed- 
17V7-V01.  i.  p.  154.] 

In  Boswcll's  Li/e  of  yoftnson'  mention  is  made  of  an  obaem* 
tioa  of  his  respecting  the  manner  in  whidi  argument  oi^t  to  be 
rated.  As  Mr.  Boswell  has  not  recorded  this  with  his  usual 
precision,  and  as  I  was  present  at  Mr.  Hoole's  at  the  time 
mentioned  by  Mr.  Boswell,  I  shall  here  insert  what  passed, 
of  which  I  have  a  perfect  recollection.     Mention  having  been 

•John    Lewia,   Dcrni  of  Ossory,      Coiier«l.    IJ/f,LiZ2;  i.4tttn,'Vi.yo. 
married  Johnson'*  friend  Charlolte         •  Lifi,  iv.  281. 

made 
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made  that  counsel  were  to  be  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  one  of  the  company  at  Mr.  Hook's  asked  Sir  James 
Johmtoa '  if  he  intended  to  be  present.  He  answered,  that  he 
believed  he  should  not,  because  he  paid  little  regard  to  the 
ai^juments  of  counsel  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Common*. 
'Wherefore  do  you  pay  little  regard  to  their  arguments,  Sir?' 
said  Dr.  Johnson.  '  Because,'  replied  Sir  James, '  they  argue  for 
their  fee."  '  What  is  it  to  you.  Sir,*  rejoined  Dr.  Johnson, '  what 
they  argue  for?  you  have  nothing  to  do  with  their  motive,  but 
you  ought  to  weigh  their  argument.  Sir,  you  seem  to  confound 
argument  with  assertion,  but  there  is  an  essentia]  distinction 
between  ihcm.  Assertion  is  like  an  arrow  shot  from  a  long 
bow;  the  force  with  which  it  strikes  depends  on  the  strength 
of  the  arm  that  draws  it.  But  argument  is  like  an  arrow 
from  a  cross-bow,  which  has  equal  force  whether  shot  by  a  boy 
or  a  giant.' 

The  whole  company  was  struck  with  the  aptness  and  beauty 
of  this  illustration ;  and  one  of  them  said,  'That  is,  indeed,  one 
of  the  most  just  and  admirable  illustrations  that  1  ever  heard  in 
my  life.'  '^ir,'  said  Dr.  Johnson,  'the  illustration  is  none  of 
mine — ^you  will  find  it  in  Bacon'.' 


BY  JOHN  NICHOLS. 

[From  Litfrary  Antedates  nf  the  Eightetnth  Cmiury,  9  vols. 
Bvo.  1813-15;  vol.  ix.  p.  779.  &c.     Croker's  Bosiveil,  x.  62.] 

Of  his  birth-place,  Lichfield,  Dr.  Johnson  always  spoke  with 
a  laudable  enthusiasm.     '  Its  inhabitants,'  he  said,  '  were  more 


■  Member  far  Dumfries.  His 
brother inanied  a  lady  who  inherited 
the  wcalih  of  Pulteney,  Earl  of 
Bath.  Lttten  of  Humi  tc  StruMtiH, 
p.  303.  bums  lhu5  meniions  Sir 
James  in  hia  EpinU  to  Jioberl 
Crvkam: — 

'Wtiat  Whig  butmelufor  good 
Sir  James ) 


Ilenr  lo  his  country  by  the  names 

Friend,  patron,  benefactor ! 
Not  Puliencjr's  wealth  can  Pul- 

tcney  save ! 
And  Hopcton  falls,  tha  generous 
brave! 
And  Stewait,  bold  as  Hector.' 
'  The   quotation    is  from    Boyle. 
U/tf  iv.  381,  n.  y 

orthodox 
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orthodox  in  their  religion,  moir  pure  in  their  language,  and  more 
polite  in  their  manners  than  any  other  town  in  the  kir^dom';' 
and  he  ortcn  lamented  that  'no  city  of  equal  antiquity  and  north 
has  been  so  destitute  of  a  native  to  record  its  fame,  and  iransmil 
its  history  to  posterity  *.' 

Mr.  Cradock  informs  me,  that  he  once  accompanied  Dr.  John- 
son  and  Mr.  Stcevcns  to  Marj'bonc  Gardens,  to  sec  La  Sen?a 
Padrona  performed  \ . . .  Mr.  Stcevens,  being  quite  weary  of  the 
BuHetta,  exclaimed,  'There  is  no  plot ;  it  is  merely  an  old  fellov 


'  *Dr.  Johnson  npatiatcd  in  praise 
of  Lichfield  and  its  inhahilanis,  who, 
hesaidiwerc' the  most  sober,  decent 
people  in  EnKUnd,  the  gcntKlcsi  in 
proportion  to  their  wealth, and  spolcc 
the  purest  English."*  Lijt^  ii.  463. 
'  Sir  (s^iicl  hc>  wc  a(c  a  city  of  philcc 
»oplien,  wt  work  with  our  heads, 
and  make  ihe  huuhies  of  Uinninijhnm 
worlc  for  us  wilh  ihcir  hands.'  /^.  p. 
464. 

Staflbrdshlrc,  in  which  Lichfield  is 
ntuated,  was  a  Eiroiigliold  of  Toryism 
and  even  of  jacobiiism.    /*.  iii.  ytb. 

SmotlcCt,  wriiiTig  of  Lichfield  in 
1747,  says:— 'Even  the  females  ai 
their  asseralily.  and  the  t;cnt[emcn 
at  the  races,  affected  to  weir  the 
cliccquenrd  stuffby  which  [he  Prince 
Pretender  and  his  followers  had  been 
distingaishcd.  Divers  nt'lilcmen  on 
the  course  were  msiihed  as  .ipo»- 
latcs.'    Smollett's  A>^'/aW,  ed.  i&x>, 

iii.  359- 

Nevertheless,  ■  in  an  answer  of  the 
Bailiffs  and  Jusiices  of  the  Pence  nf 
the  City  of  Lichlieid,  dated  March  S, 
1743,  directed  10  the  Lords  of  bis 
Majesty's  Council,  [hey  say  that  Ihcy 
have  made  diligent  search  thtnugh- 
DUt  the  city,  and  certify  tliat  all  wus 
peaceable  and  quiet :  thut  ihere  was 
"no  Papist  (save  only  two  or  three 
women}  er  Nonjuror  in  the  city; 
neither  have  we  atnont^st  us  any 
Quaker,   or   above    two   Uissenleis 


from  the  eaublisbed  Clmrefa  af  Eif- 

land,  under  any  denominaiioa  «faa^ 
soever ; "  and  that  the  whole  city  «u 
je^alously  attached  to  bis  Majaiy't 
person  and  govemmcm.'  HarwnMxf'i 
HUlvty  «f  Liihficld,  p.  J09. 

Lord  Stanhope  wrotcrromLichficU 
on  Oct.  6,  1705,  to  Atteibuiy:— 'I 
tnustconfesa  (except  it  bcTOor  brothr 
Binckcs)  \  Iom  no  coovcrwtioa  bf 
being  deaf  in  this  place,  which  is  jiut 
85  well  stocked  with  good  nutucn 
and  poljle  conv-ersacion  as  ytmrbicid 
Dt.  Wake  i»  with  deep  leamiiiiE, kH 
sense  and  ihc  knack  of  wriiiD(  id- 
telligible  English  !'  Atteibury's  Car- 
rup^iidfHtf,  ii.  35.  Biockes,  a  ft«- 
bcndury  of  Lichtield,  was  suppCMd 
to  be  the  author  of  a  punphleiwUdi 
gave  rise  to  a  controversjr  betna 
Atlcrbiiry  and  Wake,    /*, 

'  in  1806  the  Rev.  Tboroas  Htf- 
wood  published  a  HUtory  t^  Uii- 
field. 

*  LaSrrvaPadreiwmsx^tiAifA 
compnscd  by  PcrgolcM,  a  Ncapelitn 
who  wd.s  bom  in  1 704  ;  it  wu  tno^ 
laied  into  English  by  Sieptai 
Sccimcc,  father  of  the  oonipeMr  cf 
that  name.  Meuttirt  of  J.  Cnuh^ 
iii.  345. 

tor  another  visit  to  the  ganlau 
where,  if  we  can  tnut  Steeveu  [» 
very  unlruslworthy  aathorityi,  joha- 
son  was  '  the  ringleader  of  a  suoocsi- 
ful  riot,"  sec  Lt/t,  iv.  324. 

cheaiol 


By  John  Nichols. 
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cheated  and  deluded  by  his  servant ;  it  is  quite  foolish  aiid 
unnatural.'  Johnson  instantly  replied, '  Sir,  it  is  not  unnaturai. 
It  is  a  scene  that  is  acted  in  my  family  every  day  in  my  life.' 
This  did  not  allude  to  the  maid  sen-ant,  however,  so  much  as  to 
two  distressed  ladies,  whom  he  generously  supported  in  his 
house, ...who  were  always  quarrelling'.  These  ladies  presided  at 
Dr.Johnson's  table  by  turns  when  there  was  company;  which, of 
course,  would  produce  disputes.  1  ventured  one  day  to  say, 
'Surely,  Dr.  Johnson,  Roxana  for  this  time  should  take  place  of 
Statira.'  'Yes,  Sir,"  replied  the  Doctor;  'but,  in  my  family, 
it  has  never  been  decided  which  is  Roxana,  and  which  is  Statira.' 

It  happened  that  I  was  in  Bolt  Court  on  the  day  when 
Mr.  Mcndcrson ",  the  justly  celebrated  actor,  was  first  introduced 
to  Dr-  Johnson ;  and  the  conversation  turning  on  dramatic 
subjects,  Henderson  asked  the  Doctor's  opinion  of  Dido  and  its 
author.  'Sir,'  said  Johnson,  'I  never  did  the  man  an  injury; 
yet  he  would  read  his  tragedy  to  me  *.' 

The  following  particulars  of  the  unfortunate  Samuel  Boyse* 
I  had  from  Dr.  Johnson's  own  mouth :— '  By  addicting  himself 
to  low  vices,  among  which  were  gluttony  and  extravagance, 
Boyse  rendered  himself  so  contemptible  and  wretched,  that  he 
frequently  was  without  the  least  subsistence  for  days  together. 
After  squandering  away  in  a  dirty  manner  any  money  which 
he  acquired,  he  has   been    known    to  pawn  ail   his  apparel.* 


'  Mrs.  Williams  and  Mrs.  Des- 
moalincs.  He  wrote  to  Mrs.  Thtale 
on  Nov.  14, 1778:— 'Williams  hales 
evtiybod/.  LcvcH  Ivatcs  Desmou- 
lincs,  and  docs  not  love  Williams. 
Desmoulines  hales  ihem  both.  PolE 
[Miss  tJarmichaci]  loves  none  of 
tbcm.'   Lift^  iii.  36IJ ;  LttUrs,  ii.  77. 

'  Antt,  ii.  318;  Lift,  iv,  344. 

Scut  hey,  when  he  was  engaged  on 
Cowper's  IJff^  wrote:— '  Henderson 
gave  such  a  lift  to  Cowper  by  reciting 
John  Gilpin,  that  a  page  or  two  to 
his  honour  might  with  great  piro- 
pricty  be  ititroduced."  Sonthey'a 
U/taad  LffTts.,  vi.  375.  Aftci  one  of 


these  recitations '  a  person  who  wrig- 
gled up  to  him  said,  "  Pray,  who  diJ 
teach  you  to  reud,  Mr.  Henderain  ?" 
"My  mother,  Sir,"  was  his  reply.' 
Southcy's  Ctmrfifr,  ii.  83. 

'  Johnson  wrote  to  Dr.  Taylor  on 
May  3,  1777:— *  Mr.  Lucas  has  just 
been  with  mc.  He  has  compctlcd  mc 
lo  rcitd  his  tragedy,  which  is  but 
a  pnor  pcribrtnacice,*  Leltm,  it  9. 
In  a  note  1  suggest  ihiit  he  may  be 
the  author  mentioned  above;  but  in 
this  1  was  mistaken,  for  it  was  Joseph 
Recd- 

*  Uff^  iv.  407,  n.^,  442;  AHlt,  i. 

Dr. 


4xa  Minor  A  needles  of  Dr. 


Dr.  Johnson   once  collected   a   sum   of  moocy  to  redeem 
clothes,  u-hich   in   two  days  after  were  pawned  agaio. 
said   the  Doctor,  'was  when    oriy  acquaintances  were   few, 
most  of  them  as  poor  as  mysdf.    The  money  wai 
by  shillings.' 

On  the  morning  of  Dec.  7,  1784,  only  »x  da^-s  before 
death.  Dr.  Johnson  requested  to  sec  the  editor  of  these  aoecdoces 
from  whom  he  had  borrowed  mme  of  the  early  volumes  of 
Gentleman's  Magazine,  with  a  professed  inteotion  to  point 
the  pieces  which  he  had  written  in  that  colkction.     71k 
lay  on  the  tabic,  with  many  leaves  doubled  down,  particularly 
those  which  contained  his  share  in  the  Parliajncntar>-  Debates 
and  such  was  the  goodness  of  Johnson's  heart,  that  he  ^oleni! 
declared,  that  'the  only  part  of  his  writings  which  then  ga' 
him  any  compunction,  was  hts  account  of  the  debates  in  t 
Afagaxitu;  but  that  at  the  time  he  wrote  them  he  did  not 
he  was  imposing  on  the  world "-    The  mode,'  he  said,  '  was  to 
upon  a  speaker's  name,  then  to  conjure  up  an  answer.    He  w 
these  debates  with  more  velocity  than  any  other  ofhis  productions; 
oftcti  ttirco  culumiu  of  liic  magazine  within  the  hour.     He  once 
wrote  ten  pages  in  one  day.' 

Dr.  Johnson  said  to  me, '  I  may  possibly  live,  or  rather  breathy 
three  days,  or  perhaps  three  weeks  ;  but  I  find  myself  daily  and 
gradually  worse.' . . .  Before  I  quitted  him,  he  asked,  whether  any 
of  the  family  of  Faden,  the  printer,  were  living.  Being  told  that 
the  geographer  near  Charing  Cross  was  Fadcn's  son,  he  said, 
after  a  short  pause, '  I  borrowed  a  guinea  of  his  lather  near  thirty 
years  ago ;  be  so  good  as  to  take  this,  and  pay  it  for  me  V 

During  the  whole  lime  of  my  intimacy  with  him,  be  rarely 
permitted  me  to  depart  without  some  sententious  advice, 
the  latest  of  these  affecting  interviews, ...  his  words  at   partin? 
were,   'Take    care   of  your   eternal    salvation.      Remember    to 


'  U/e.  iv.  407;  ditle,  L  446. 
'  Antt,  it.  343. 

'  Kadcn  for  afcw  wfrclis  had  had 
a  share  in  ihc  UHif^rtai  ChrentcU 


in  which  the  Jiller  was  pubU^ihod,  so  < 
that  he  could  have  stopped  the  guinea  , 
out  of  ihe  money  due  to  Johnson.. 
■i'A  >■  530,  «.  3  i  onU,  L  447. 

observe ' 
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observe  the  Sabbath.  Let  it  never  be  a  day  of  business,  nor 
wholly  a  day  of  dissipation  '.'  He  concluded  hia  solemn  farewell 
with, '  Let  my  words  have  their  due  weight.  They  are  the  words 
of  a  dying  man,'  I  never  saw  him  more.  In  the  last  five  or  six 
days  of  his  life  but  few  cveu  of  his  most  intimate  friends  were 
admitted.  Every  hour  that  could  be  abstracted  from  his  bodily 
pains  and  infirmities,  was  spent  in  prayer  and  the  warmest 
ejaculations ;  and  in  that  pious,  praiseworthy,  and  exemplary 
maniicr,  he  dosed  a  life  begun,  continued,  and  ended  in  virtue '. 


BY  THE  REV.  MR.  PARKER. 

['  The  following  anecdotes  are  told  by  Mr.  Parker,  from  the 
relation  of  Mrs.  Aston  and  her  sister,' — Croker'a  Boswelit 
ix.  249.] 

Dr.  Johnson's  friendship  for  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Aston '  commenced 
at  the  paL-ice  in  Lichfield,  the  residence  of  Mr.  Walmesley*:  with 
Mrs.  Gastrel  he  became  acquainted  in  London,  at  the  house  of 
her  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Hervcy*.  During  the  Doctor's  annual 
visits  to  his  daughter-in-law,  Lucy  Porter,  he  spent  much  of  his 
time  at  Stow  Hill'^,  where  Mrs.  Gastrel  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Aston  resided.  They  were  the  daughters  of  Sir  Thomas  Aston', 
of  Aston  Hall  in  Cheshire,  of  whom  it  is  said,  that  being  applied 
to  for  some  account  of  his  family,  to  illustrate  the  history  of 
Cheshire,  he  replied,  that  'the  title  and  estate  had  descended 
from  father  to  son  for  thirty  generations,  and  that  he  believed 
they  were  neither  much  richer  nor  much  poorer  than  they  were 
at  lirst." 


*  *He»aid  he  would  nat  have  Sun- 
day Vcpl  with  ri^d  seventy  Knd 
gloom,  but  with  k  gravity  and  siin- 
plidty  of  behaviour.'  Z(/e,  ii.  73,  See 
aHte,\.  17.  30f- 

*  '  In  all  our  works  begun,  con- 
tinued, and  ended  in  ihte."  The 
Order  oflkf  Htty  Conanunion,  Book 
s/Commim  Prayer. 

*  Life,  i.  83  ;  Lettrrs,  u  160  w. 


*  Li/e^  i.  81.  H«  lived  in  the 
Bishop's  palace, '  the  scene  of  many 
happy  days  in  Johnson's  early  lift' 
/*.  ii.  467. 

'  AHif,\.  3540. 

*  Lift,  ii.470;  Letters,  i.  160. 

'  The  family  in  the  main  line  must 
be  extimrt,  for  there  is  no  Aston  in 
the  list  of  Daioncts. 

He 
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He  used  to  say  of  Dr.  Hunter,  master  of  the  free  gntsmaf 
school,  Lichfield,  that  he  never  taught  3  boy  in  his  h'fe— be 
whipped  and  they  learned'.  Hunter  was  a  pompous  oun, 
and  never  entered  the  school  without  his  gown  and  cassoclc. 
and  his  wig  full  dressed.  He  had  a  remarkably  stern  look,  and 
Dr.  Johnscwi  said,  he  could  tremble  at  the  sight  of  Miss  Seward*, 
she  was  so  lilcc  her  grandfather. 

Mrs.  Gastrel  was  on  a  visit  at  Mr.  Herve3^s,  m  London,  at  the 
time  that  Johnson  was  writing  the  Rambler;  the  printer's  boj- 
would  often  come  after  him  to  their  house,  and  wait  while  he  wTote 
off  a  paper  for  the  press  in  a  room  full  of  company '.     A  grot 
portion  of  the  Lh'ts  oftfu  PoeU  was  written  at  Stow  Hill*;  be 
had   a  table  by  one  of  the  windows,  which   was    frequentljr 
surrounded  by  five  or  six  ladies  cng^ed  in  work  or  conversation 
Mrs.  Gastrel  had  a  very  valuable  edition  of  Bailey's  DictiemarjK 
to  which  he  often  referred.    She  told  him  that  Miss  Seward  sa/d 
that  he  had  made  poetry  of  no  value  by  his  critidsm.     'Why, 
my  dear  lady,'  replied  he.  'if  silver  is  dirty,  it  is  not  the  k» 
valuable  for  a  good  scouring  V 


*  *  Mr.  Langton  one  day  asked  hicn 
bow  he  had  acquired  so  accurate  b 
knowledge  of  Latin ;  he  said,  '  My 
master  whipt  mc  very  well.  Without 
that,  .Sir,  I  ihoutd  hare  dnnr  nnlhing.' 
UJe,  L  JS-  '  Abating  his  bnit;ility, 
be  WHS  a  very  good  master.'  Ji-  u. 
146,     Sec  ante,  i.  159^ 

•  The  ep^rani  in  Wiss  Edjje* 
wonh's  Absfnier  (ch.  16)— 

'Two  passions  allctnately  govern 
her  fate, 
Her  business   is   love,  but  bcr 
pleasure  is  hate' — 
was  made  by  R.  L.  Edgewonh  on 
Miss  Seward.     My  authority  for  this 
statement  is  his  grandson,  Processor 
Edge  worth. 

»  Ufi,  i.  203;  iii.  42.  'The  ori- 
giiuil  manuscripts  of  the  Rambltr,' 
writes  Hawkins  fp.  381),  'have  passed 
throtigh  my  hands,  and  I  am  war- 
ranted to  say  that  he  never  Wolled 


out  a  lineL*    See  Ufi,  L  331.  far  \» 
wrtiinfi  an  Idier  in  half  an  hoar. 

*  This  is  a  great  eaaKgciabM. 
The  comfnshko  of  the  Uvti  spttad 
over  not  muKb  less  than  four  jmn. 
from  Easter  1 777  to  the  beftnaing  b( 
i7Sl-  In  1778  and  1780  be  did  sol 
visit  Uchfield.  In  1779  and  irfi 
he  spent  in  it  a  few  weeks. 

*  It  is  Dot  easy  to  voderstaiu)  hew 
any  edition  of  Baile>-  amid  be  'nfj 
valuable.'     See  oMte,  iL  95. 

*  See/^,iv.33i.  for'a  higbCTB- 
pliment  which  Johnson  paid  u  MiB 
Seward '  on  her  OA  on  Cm^ 
Ctwk.  R.  L.  Edecwonh  wrote  « 
Sir  Wnlicr  Scon: — 'Now.  to  ai 
certain  knowledge,  most  of  the  fu- 
sages  which  bare  been  sdccied  ib 
the  various  re%-iews  of  that  work  «R 
written  by  Dr.  Darwin."  M^main^ 
R.  L.  Eiigftit^rik,  p.  J99,  NeM> 
tbcle»s    Misa    Seward  wio4t:-'S» 

Alarp 


A  large  party  had  one  da>'  been  invited  to  mccl  the  Doctor 
at  Stow-Hill :  the  dinner  waited  far  beyond  the  usual  hour,  and 
the  company  were  about  to  sit  down,  when  Johnson  appeared  at 
the  great  gate;  he  stood  for  some  time  in  deep  contcinplatiun, 
and  at  length  began  to  climb  it,  and,  having  succeeded  in  clear- 
ing it,  advanced  with  hasty  strides  towards  the  house.  On  his 
arrival  Mrs- Gastrcl  asked  him,  '  if  he  had  forgotten  that  there 
was  a  small  gate  for  foot  passengers  by  the  side  of  the  catri^e 
entrance.'  'No,  my  dear  lady,  by  no  means,'  replied  the  Doctor ; 
'but  I  had  a  mind  to  tr>'  whether  I  could  climb  a  gate  now  as 
1  used  to  do  when  I  -was  a  lad.' 

One  day  Mrs.  Gastrel  set  a  little  girl  to  repeat  to  him  Cato's 
soliloquy,  which  she  went  through  very  correctly.  The  Doctor, 
after  a  pause,  asked  the  child,  '  What  was  to  bring  Cato  to  an 
end  ? '  She  said,  it  was  a  knife.  '  No,  my  dear,  it  was  not  so.' 
•  My  aunt  Folly  said  it  was  a  knife.'  '  Why,  aunt  Polly's  knife 
■may  do,  but  it  was  a  dagger,  my  dear'.'  He  then  asked  her  the 
meaning  of  "bane  and  antidote",' which  she  was  unable  to  give. 
Mrs.  Gastrel  .said, '  You  cannot  expect  so  young  a  child  to  know 
the  meaning  of  such  words.'  He  then  said, '  My  dear,  how  many 
pence  arc  there  in  sixpence?*  'I  cannot  tell.  Sir,'  was  the  half- 
terrified  reply.  On  this,  addressing  himself  to  Mrs.  Gastrel.  he 
said, '  Now,  my  dear  lady,  can  any  thing  be  more  ridiculous  than 
to  teach  a  child  Cato's  soliloquy^  who  does  not  know  how  many 
pence  there  are  in  sixpence?' 

The  ladies  at  Stow-HiU  would  occasionally  rebuke  Dr.  johruson 
for  the  indiscriminate  exercise  of  his  charity  to  all  who  applied 


little  value  did  the  Society  which 
struck  a  medal  in  honour  of  Captain 
Cook  set  upon  my  poem,  tlmt,  while 
they  avowedly  iircscntEdnnc  loevery 
person  who  \vaA  taktii  public  interest 
in  bis  fafe  and  virlues,  ihey  took  no 
notice  of  mc'  letters  of  Anna 
SatMirtly  iii.  33.  It  i»  tn  be  hoped 
thai  the  medal  went  10  t)r.  Darwin, 
whom  ihe  had  the  impudence  to 
accuse,  on  another  occasion,  of  aii- 


propriating   her    verses.     C.    Dar- 
win's   Li/a    6f  Erasmus    IMrwiH, 
p.  90. 
'  'The  soul  seaired  in  her  exist- 
ence smiles 
At  the  dmwn  dagger,  nnd  defies 
its  point' 
'  'Thus  am  I  doubly  armed:  my 
death  and  life. 
M  f  bane  and  antidote,  are  both 
before  me.' 

for 
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for  it.  '  There  was  that  woman,'  said  one  of  them, '  to  whom  yxMi 
yesterday  gave  half-a-crown,  why  she  was  at  church  to-day  hi 
long  sleeves  and  ribands.'  'Well,  my  dear,'  replied  Johnson, 
'and  if  it  gave  the  woman  pleasure,  why  should  &hc  not  wear 
them'?' 

Kc  had  long  promised  to  write  Mr.  Walmesley's  epitaph,  and 
Mrs.  W.  waited  for  it,  in  order  to  erect  a  monument  to  bcr 
husband's  memory':  procrastination,  however,  one  of  the  Doctor's 
few  failings,  prevented  its  being  finished ;  he  was  engaged  tipoo 
it  in  his  last  illness,  and  when  the  physicians,  at  his  own  request, 
informed  him  of  his  danger,  he  pushed  the  papers  from  before 
him,  saying,  "It  was  tcxj  late  to  write  the  epitaph  of  another, 
when  he  should  so  soon  want  one  himself." 


BY  WILLIAM  WELLER  PEPYS- 

[From  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pepys  to   Mrs.  Montagu  in  the 
Montagu  j*/55.,  dated  Augu5t4,  1781.    Crolccr's  Ajjwrtf,  x.  !i+ 
For  W.  W.  Pcpys.  see  Life,  iv.  Si ;  Letters,  ii.  136.] 

I  met  Johnson  some  time  nigo  at  Strcntham,  and  such  a  day 
did  we  pass  in  disputation  upon  the  Life  of  our  dear  friend  Lonl 
Ljitelton,  as  I  trust  it  will  never  be  my  late  to  pass  agall'. 
The  moment  the  cloth  was  removed  he  challenged  me  to  am 
out  (as  he  called  it),  and  say  what  I  had  to  object  to  his  Lift  if 
Lord  Lytleltott.     This,  you  sec,  was  a  call  which,  however  dis* 

years,  as  her  cjutaph  In  UchMd 
Cathedral  shows.  He  hu  left  1 
roonumcnt  to  Walmcsley'smcmarrui 
ihe  Livtj  of  Ik*  Potts.  Lift,  i.  ii. 
He  wnce  epiiapht  on  hb  htba, 
moth«r  fliifl  brother,  a  fortnighi  b» 
fore  his  dcatlt.  Jb.  iv.  393.  '  Ht 
would  niso.'  says  Hawkins  (aaU,  iL 
133), '  have  written  in  \jAxa  verscts 
epitaph  for  Mr.  (i.-ifrick,  but  fMsJ 
himself  unequal  to  the  task.' 
'  /!.  i.144;  il.i9j. 

agreeable 


•  "'What  si^ifies."  says  some 
one,  "giving  half-pence  to  common 
beggars  1  they  only  lay  it  out  in  jfin 
or  tobacco?'*  "And  why  should  they 
be  denied  such  sweeleners  of  their 
existence  ? "  says  Johnson,'  Anit^  i. 
ao4. 

'  He  is  an  old  man  (said  Burlte  of 
a  beggar) :  and  if  gin  be  his  com- 
fort, let  him  have  gin.*  Prior's 
Burke,  ed.  I(i?3.  p,  242. 

•  She  outlived  Johnson  nearly  two 
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agreeable  to  myself  and  the  rest  of  the  company,  I  could  not  but 
obey,  and  so  ia  it  we  went  fur  three  or  four  hours  without 
ceasing.  He  once  observed,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  a  biographer 
to  state  all  the  failings  of  a  respectable  character'. .  . .  He  took 
great  credit  for  not  having  mentioned  the  cearsfness  of  Lffrd 
LyttelloHS  manners'.  I  told  him,  that  if  he  would  insert  /Aatla 
the  next  edition,  I  would  excuse  him  all  the  rest  ^.  Wc  shook 
hands,  however,  at  parting ;  which  put  me  much  in  mind  of  the 
parting  between  Jaqucs  and  Orlando— *  God  be  with  you,  let 
us  meet  as  seldom  as  we  can.  Fare  you  well ;  I  hope  we 
shall  be  belter  strangers  to  you  *.'  We  have  not  met  again 
till  last  Tuesday,  and  then  I  must  do  him  the  justice  to  say  that 
he  did  all  in  his  power  to  show  me  that  he  was  sorry  for  the 
former  attack.  But  what  hurts  mc  all  this  while  i.s,  not  that 
Johnson  should  go  unpunished,  but  tliat  our  dear  and  respect- 
able friend  should  ...  be  handed  down  to  succeeding  generations 
under  the  appellation  of  poor  Lyttelton '. 


k 


BY  THE  REV.  HA.STINGS  ROBINSON. 


[Communicated  to  Mr.  Croker  by  the  Rev.  Hastings  Robinson, 
Rector  of  Great  Warley,  Essex.     Croker's  Bosxvell,  x.  126.] 

Miss  Seward,  her  father*  (the  editor  of  Beai4mmi  and  fUtcher), 
the  Rev.  R.  G.  Robinson,  of  Lichfield,  and  Dr.  Johnson,  were 
passing  the  day  at  the  palace  at  Lichfield,  of  which  Mr.  Seward 
was  the  occupier.     The  conversation   turned  upon   Dr.  Dodd, 


'  Life,  uu  1 55  ;  anft,  ii.  3, 

•  Antt.  ii.  5- 

'  On  the  principle— 

'QuJs  lulent  Gracehos  de  sedi- 
tionc  tjuercntes.' 

Juv<:nal,  Satins,  ii.  34. 
^att  fy  Croker. 

*  '  jAQUfi-S.    Cod  be  wi'  you ;    Icfs 
meet  as  little  aa  nc  can. 

Orlakdo.  1  do  desire  we  may  be 
VOL.  II.  E 


better  sCra.ng<crs.'  As  Y<nt  Lik*  It, 
Act  iii.  sc.  2. 1.  273. 

'  For  Miss  Bumey's  description 
or  this  scene,  see  Li/e,  iv.  65. 

»  The  Rev.  Thoiiws  .Seward.  Life, 
ii.  467 ;  Ltttert,  \.  10.  He  lived  in 
the  Bishop's  Palace,  which,  according 
tojohnsflti,  Miss  Porter  might  have 
had  ia  1763  lor  a  rent  ai  £20.  Ih.  i. 
xoo. 

:  who 
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who  had  been  recently  executed  for  forgery'.    It  proceeded 
follows.    Miss  Seward.    *I  think,  Dr.  Johnson,  you  applied 
to  see  Mr.  Jciikinson' in  his  behalf.'    Johnson.   'Why,  yej 
Madam  ;    I  knew  it  was  a  man  having  no  interest,  writing  to 
a  man  who  had  no  intcrMt*;   but  I  thought  with  myself,  when^ 
Dr.  Dodd  comes  to  the  place  of  execution,  he  may  say,  •*  H 
Dr.  Johnson  written  in  my  behalf,  I  had  not  been   here,' 
(w/V:*  great  emphasis)  1  could  not  bear  the  thought  I  '      Ml 
Seward.    *  But,  Dr.  Johnson,  would  you  have   pardoned   D 
Dodd?'    Johnson.  "  M-ndam,  h.id  I  been  placed  at   the  hca 
of  the    legislature,  I    should  certainly  have  signed    bis    death 
warrant;    though  no  law,  either  human  or  divine,  forbids  oi 
deprecating  punishment,  either  from  ourselves  or  others*.* 

In  one  of  his  visits  to  Lichfield,  Dr.  Johnson  called  tipoi 
Mrs.  Gastrell  of  Stowe*,  near  that  city.  She  opened  the  Pray 
buuk,  and  pointed  out  .1  pas.sage,  with  the  wish  that  he  woul 
read  it.  He  began, '  We  have  heard  {heerd)  with  our  ears.' — sh 
stopped  him,  saying,  'Thank  you,  Doctor!  you  have  read 
I  wish.  I  merely  wanted  to  know  whether  you  pronounced  Iha 
word  heerd  or  hard*.'    '  Madam,'  he  replied,  '"heard  "  [hccrd] 


'  On  June  37.  1777-  In  August 
Johnson  visited  LichfirM,  and  after- 
wnrils  Ashbourne,  where  he  gave 
Botwcll  on  account  of  Uodd.  i-ife, 
ill.  139- 

*  Charles  JenVinson,  first  Earl  of 
Liverpool.    U.  iii.  14T,  onit,  u.  i!&%. 

'  Jenkinsoa  had  imcrcM,  for  he 
liad  been  Lord  Bute's  private  sccrc- 
u.r>',  and  was  one  of  the  leaders 
amoD^  th*  '  King's  Friends.' 

•  This  anecdote,  whicli  comes 
through  two  people,  must  be  received 
with  caution.  If  Johnson  used  these 
words  it  was  no  doubt  in  '  talking  for 
victory'  [ante,  \.  390).  In  the  Jtam- 
bUr,  No.  ti4,  he  wrote:— 'All  but 
ntunlercra  have  at  I  heir  last  huur 
thc  common  senseiians  of  mankind 
pleading  in  their  fitvour.  They  who 
would  icjoicc  St  ilic  concclion  of  a 


thief  are  yei  shocked  at  the  ihougli 
of  dcstroyinu  hitn,  HiscHme  shrinks 
to  nothing  compared  with  his  mit>ery.' 
On  Dodd's  execution  Johnsnn  wrote 
to  Ituswell  ;^' Surely  (he  voice  of  ih^ 
public,  when  It  calls  so  loudly,  *nd 

ca!lsnnlyforincrcy,oughtto  be  heard/ 
Life,  iii.  iso.     Sec  aUo  tb.  iv.  307. 

*  16.  ii.  47a 

*  .She  must  have  said  'heerd 
herd.*     He    told    Bosweil    thai 
rcnson  for  pronouncing  A  krerd 
'  that  if  hfnrti  was  pronounced  Atrd, 
there  would  he  a  single   exception 
from  the   English   pronunciadon   ^| 
the  syjlabic  ear,  and  he  ihoughc    n' 
bcitfr  not  to  have  that  exception.* 
It>,  iii.  197.     When  I  was  an  unde: 
graduate  at   Pembroke  College 
of  the  tutor*  always  pronounced 
trfek. 

nonscns 
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nonsense;  there  is  but  one  word  of  that  sound  {hard)  [herd]  in 
the  language '.' 


BV  MRS.  ROSE. 

['  Communicated  by  Mrs.  Rose,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Farr, 
of  Plymouth,  and  the  daughter-in-law  of  Dr.  Johnson's  old 
friend.  Dr.  Rose  of  Chiswick.'  Croker's  Boswell,  ix.  2^2.  For 
Dr.  Rose,  see  Letters,  ii.  325.] 

Dr.  Mudgc  used  to  relate,  as  a  proof  of  Dr.  Johnson's 
quick  discernment  into  character : — When  hc  was  on  a  visit  to 
Dr.  Mudgc  at  Plymouth',  the  inhabitants  of  the  Dock  (now 
De\'onport)  were  very  desirous  of  their  town  being  supplied 
with  water,  to  effect  which  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  the  consent 
of  the  corporation  of  Plymouth  ;  this  was  obstinately  refused» 
the  Dock  being  considered  as  an  upstart.  And  a  rival,  Alderman 
Totcher,  who  took  a  very  strong  part,  called  one  morning,  and 
immediately  opened  on  the  subject  to  Dr.  Johrsooj  who  appeared 
to  give  great  attention,  and  when  the  alderman  had  ceased 
speaking,  replied,  'You  are  perfectly  right.  Sir  ;  I  would  let  the 
rogues  die  of  thirst,  for  I  hate  a  Docker  from  my  heart.'  The 
old  man  went  away  quite  delighted,  and  told  all  his  acquaint- 
ances how  completely  '  the  great  Dr.  Johnson  was  on  his  side  of 
the  question '.' 

It  was  after  the  publication  of  the  Lives  of  the  Potts  that 
Dr.  Farr,  being  ehgaged  to  dine  with  Sir  Joshua  Rcj-nolds, 
mentioned,  on   coming  in,  that,   in  his  way,   he   had  seen   a 


'  This  seems  a  canmtdiciion  of 
what  he  said  to  BoswelL 

•  U/g,  i.  378. 

'  'Johnson,  afTcctingr  to  enicitaia 
the  passions  cf  ihc  place,  was  violcnl 
in  opposition  ;  and,  liaLf  laughing  At 
htmBell  for  his  pretended  leal  where 
be  bad  no  coaccra,  exclaimed,  "  No, 


not  I  am  ajrainst  the  Deckers;  I 
am  B  Plymouth  man.  Rogues  I  let 
ihem  die  of  thirst.  They  thall  not 
hnvc  a.  drop!*"  Ii.  i.  379.  John- 
ston at  this  time  had  iii>t  received  a 
doctor's  degree,  so  that  Mrs,  Rose's 
report  is  not  quite  accurate. 


E  e  2 


caricature 


caricature,  which  he  tbougfas  cldra",  of  the  nine  muses 
Dr.  jobason  round  Pumssos.    The  admirers  or  Giay  and  otbf 
who  thought  their  &vo«rites  hardly  treated  in  the  X/'f/j, 
laughing  at  Dr.  Fair's  account  of  the  print,  when  Dr.  Johnsoa' 
was  himself  announced.     Dr.  Farr  being  the  oa!y  stranger^ 
Joshua  introduced  him,  and,  to  Dr.  Fair's  infinite  emi: 
repeated  what  he  had  just  been  telling  them.     Johnson  wa^ 
at  all  .'^url)'  on  the  occaskia,  but  said,  turning  to   Dr.  Farr,  '  St 
I  am  very  glad  to  hear  this.     I  hope  the  day  will  Det-er 
when  I  shall  neither  be  the  object  of  calumny  or  ridicule,  for  the 
I  shall  be  neglected  and  forgotten '.' 

It  was  near  the  close  of  his  life  that  tvro  }-oung  ladies, 
were  M';irm  admirers  of  his  works,  but  had  ne\'er  seen   hit 
went  to  Bolt  Court,  and,  askii^  if  he  n-as  at  home.  «-cre  she 
up  stairs,  where  he  was  writing.     He  laid  down  hut  pen  on 
entrance,  and,  as  they  stood  before  him,  one  o(  the   femalt 
repeated  a  speech  of  some  length,  previously  prepared  for 
occasion.     It    was    an    enthusiastic    effusion,   which,    when    tl 
speaker  had  finished,  she  panted  for  her  idol's  reply.     What 
her  mortification  when  all  he  said  was, '  Fiddle-dc-dcc,  my  dear.' 

Much  pains  were  uken  by  Mr.  Hayley's  friends  to  prevail 
Dr.  Johnson  to  read  Tiu  Triumphs  of  Ttmftr,  when  it  was  in 
zenith* ;  at  last  he  consented,  but  never  got  beyond  the  rwo 


'  Antf,  i.  370;  ii.  307. 

*  Itwas  published  ia  1781.  Horace 
Walpole  wrote  on  >Ta(cb  3  of  that 
year  yLHttrz,  viii.  15); — 'For  want 
of  subject  of  adniiration  S\\  Jo»eph 
Yorkc  is  called  by  the  ncmrspapcr* 
a  ^eai  man,  suid  for  want  of  tasie 
the  Monthly  Reviewers  call  Mr. 
Hayley  a  crc^t  poet,  tbou^h  lie  \aa 
BO  more  cajorinu^cinstionth&n  iliey 
have.' 

Gibbon  wrote  on  July  3,  1783: — 
•  1  hope  you  like  Mr.  Hayley's  poem  ; 
he  rises  with  his  subject,  and,  since 
1*o|m;'s  dcaih.  I  am  satisfied  that 
Entfhud  hat  not  seen  so  happy  a 


mixture  of  strong  sense  and  fit. 
numbers.'    ^('n*.  Works,  ii.  259. 
PonoR,  who  calls  him  '  poet 
et    criticorum   pessimas'    (Poraon^ 
Tracts,  ed.  iSlj,  p.  507),  wrote 
following!    lines    in    ridirulc    of  th^ 
flaiiery  ewJianged  between    Haj 
and  Miss  Seward  :— 

'  M  iss  Seward  hquiiur 
"Tuneful  poet,  Britain's  ^\arf^ 
Mr.  Hayley.  that  is  you." 

Hayley  rerpondH 
"  Ma'ain,  you  cany  all  berore 
Tnist  me,  Lichiield  Swao, 
do." 

pag« 


pages,  of  which  he  uttered  a  few  words  of  contempt  that  I  have 
now  for^iicn.  They  were,  however,  carried  to  the  author,  who 
revenged  himself  by  portraying  Johnson  as  Kumbif  in  his  comedy 
of  The  MausoUum ' ;  and  subsequently  he  published,  without 
his  name,  a  Diai^ne  in  the  Ska/i^s  Ivt^vffH  Lord  Cftestcrfield 
and  Dr.  y^hnsoH^  more  disiinguislied  for  inaligniiy  than  wit. 
Being  anonymous,  and  possessing  very  little  merit,  it  fcU  still- 
born from  the  press  *. 

Dr.  Johnson  sent  his  Life  of  Lord  Lyttetion  in  MS,  to  Mrs. 
Montagu,  who  was  much  dissatisfied  with  it,  and  thought  her 
friend  every  way  underrated  ;  but  the  Doctor  made  no  alteration. 
When  he  subsequently  made  one  of  a  party  at  Mrs.  Montagu's, 
he  addressed  his  hostess  two  or  three  tiincs  after  dinner,  with 
a  view  to  engage  her  in  conversation :  receiving  only  cold  and 
brief  answers,  he  said,  in  a  low  voice,  to  General  Paoli.  who  sat 
next  him,  and  who  lold  me  the  story, '  You  sec,  Sir,  I  am  no 
longer  the  man  for  Mrs.  Montagu  ^' 

Grntlemiin'i  Magnssne,  1784,  p.  354. 

*  Reviewed  in  the  Gefitltmaiis 
Magatim,  1787,  pp.  ;3o,  6t3.  Miu 
Scwiird  wrote  to  Hayley :  — '  You 
must  learn  to  write  below  )'ounelf, 
to  veil  thote  ray*  of  imaginatirm,  wit 
and  knowledge  which  iUuininatcyour 
writingi,  or  it  will  always  be  in 
vain  that  you  icriie  anonymously.' 
Seward's  iMfers,  &c-,  i.  303. 

*  U/c,  iv.  64.  73 ;  LeitcTi,  ii.  139, 
«.  1  ;  amtt,  iI.  193. 

Jnhntoa  tiad  called  the  poet  'poor 
Lyttelton.'  Works,  viii.  491  ;  Ltfi^ 
iv,  jg,  M.  t.  Horace  WaJpolc  wrote 
on  March  3,  1781:— '/*«»»-  t.yttetttm 
were  the  words  of  offence  Mrs. 
V«»cy  sounded  the  tminpet.  It  ha« 
not.  1  bdic\'c,  prwluced  any  aJtcr- 
cjiiion,  but  at  a  blue-siocktnf;  mci-t- 
ing  held  by  l.ady  Lucan,  Mrs.  Mon* 
tagu  and  Or.Johnton  kept  at  difl«t«nt 
ends  of  the  ch<-iniber,aad  set  upaltai 
against  altar  tbeic.  There  &he  told 
roe  as  a  m 
that  sh' 


Mist  Seward 
"  Ode,  diditaic,  epic,  lonnct, 
Mr,  Haytey,  you're  divine." 

Hayley. 

"  Ma'am,  111  uke  my  oath  upon  it. 
You  yourself  arc  all  the 
Nine."  ■ 

Watson's  Fursirtt,  ed.  1S61,  p.  307. 

'  Hayley,"  wrote  .Southey, '  has  been 
worried  as  schoolboys  worry  a  cat. 
I  am  treating  him  as  a  man  deserves 
Id  be  treated  whu  was  in  his  time, 
by  popular  election,  king  of  the  Eng- 
liah  poets,'  Sc.  Souihcy's  Corra. 
V.  179.  '1  was  bom,"  he  adds, 
■during  his  reign,  and  owe  him  somc- 
thinK  (or  havinc  first  made  ntc  ac- 
quainted by  naine  with  those  Spanish 
writers  of  whom  I  afterwards  knew 
Tnueh  more  than  he  did.*  St.  p.  3ioi 
'  Lord  tloltand,'  lays  Rogers  ( TaiU 
'J'ali,  p.  57),  'admires  greatly  the 
notes  to  his  various  poems.' 

■  One  of  Plays  of  Thrte  A^tt, 
writiex  far    a    Privaie    Tktatre, 


"-'•'  hiRh  displeasure, 
'■■TH  to 
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Mrs.  Piorzi  related  to  mc,  that  when  Dr.  Johnson  one  day 

observed,  that  poets  in  genera)  preferred  some  one  couplet  they 

had  written  to  any  other,  she  replied,  that  she  did  not  suppose  he 

had  a  favourite  j  he  told  her  she  was  mistaken — he  thought  his 

best  lines  were  : — 

'  The  encumbcr'd  ow  scarce  lares  the  hostile  coast. 
Through  purple  billows  asd  a  floMJng  host'.' 


FROM  STEBBING  SHAW. 

[Anecdotes  from  Shaw's  History  of  Staffordshirt,  i.  346,  and 
the  GentUman's  Magasitu^  1785,  p.  495.] 

The  large  willow-tree  in  the  fore-ground  of  the  view  of  Stow 
Hill  has  been  generally  supposed  to  have  been  planted  by  Dr.  John- 
son or  his  father,  but  as  the  Doctor  never  would  admit  the  &a 
it  va  probable  that  the  vicinity  of  a  building  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Parchment  House  occasioned  such  suppostion.  The 
business  of  parchment-inalcing  was  carried  on  by  old  Mr.  John- 
son '  at  that  place,  until  he  had  greatly  enriched  his  servants  and 
injured  his  own  Ibrtune.  .  .  .  Dr.  Johnson  never  failed  to  rat 
this  tree  when  he  came  to  Lichfield.    During  his  visit  here  ia 


P 


dnnicr  again.    I  look  her  side  and 
fomnled  th«  qaarrel.'    LflUrs.y'vX. 
16. 
Wra*aJI  wrote  of  her  (Attmos'rs, 

cA.  1815.  i.  140) :—' Impressed  pmb- 
ably  from  the  suggestions  of  her  own 
knowledge  of  the  wcwld,  with  a.  deep 
cwivictioji  of  thm  great  truth  laid 
down  by  Moli^re  which  no  Man  of 
Letters  ever  disputed,  that  Lf  ^irai 
A»*>phyfrio»  ttt  celui  (h<x  qui  ton 
Aitte  [Lc  veritable  Amplittry-on  est 
]'Atnphiiryono(iVondtn.e],Mra.Mon- 
iHgu  was  accustomed  to  open  her 
hoase  to  >  large  company  of  both 


sexes,  wftom  she  freqaeotly  ents- 
tained  at  dinner.  A  service  of  fine 
ftnd  a  table  plentifully  co>xred  oit- 
poscd  her  gxKsU  to  admire  the 
splendour  of  her  Kortune  not  ksi 
than  the  lustre  of  ber  Tslcitts.' 

■  '  The  dreaded  oMst.' 
Vimify  of  Human  lVi$kei,  I JJJ. 

See  U/t,  i.  273.  for  his  favoitfi* 
line  in  his  translation  of  Pope'i 
Mestiah, 

'  In  connexion  with  this  muD- 
faciure  he  was  threatened  with  ijto- 
sccutiun  by  the  Excise  Board,  li/i, 
i.  36, «.  5. 

1781 


Adam  Stnith  on  Dr.  Johnson. 
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1781  he  desired  Dr.  Jones  to  give  him  an  account  of  it,  saying, 
!t  was  by  far  the  largest  tree  of  the  kind  he  had  ever  seen  or 
heard  of,  and  therefore  wished  to  give  an  account  of  it  in  the 
Philosophical  Tratisactiotis\ 

From  the  attachment  shown  to  it  by  the  Doctor,  it  has  ever 
since  been  regarded  as  little  inferior  in  celebrity  to  Shakespeare's 
Mulberry,  or  the  Boscobcl  Oak.  and  specimens  of  its  wood  have 
been  worked  into  vases  and  other  ornaments.  He  once  took 
an  admeasurement  of  it  with  a  piece  of  string,  assisted  by  a  tittle 
boy,  to  whom  he  gave  half  a  crown  for  his  trouble.  The 
dimensions  of  the  willow  in  1781,  taken  by  Dr.  Trevor  Jones, 
and  communicated  in  a  letter  to  Dr- Johnson,  arc  as  follows: — 
'The  trunk  rises  to  Ihc  height  of  twelve  feet  eight  inches,  and 
is  then  divided  into  fifteen  large  ascending  branches,  which,  in 
very  numerous  and  crowded  subdivisions,  spread  at  the  top  in 
a  circular  form,  not  unlike  the  appearance  of  a  shady  oak, 
iiKlining  a  little  towards,  the  east.  The  circumference  of  the 
trunk  at  the  bottom  is  sixteen  feet,  in  the  middle  eleven  feet, 
and  at  the  top,  immediately  below  the  branches,  thirteen  feet- 
The  entire  height  of  the  tree  is  forty-nine  feet,  overshadowing 
a  plain  not  far  short  of  four  thousand  feet '.' 


b> 


ADAM   SMITH   ON   DR.  JOHNSON. 


By  James 


[From  Th£  Bee,  or  Literary  Weekly  Irttelligeticer. 
Anderson.    Edinbui^h,  1791,  8va  vol.  iii.  p.  2.] 

Of  the  late   Dr.    Samuel   Johnson,    Dr.   Smith   had  a   very 
contemptuous  opinion'.     'I  have   seen  that  creature,'  said  he, 


*  Life,  ii.  40. 

'  A  drawing  of  the  tree  is  given  in 
the  Centicfi;"!^  Mugafin^  for  17*5) 
p.  41a 

'  '  Dr.  Adam  Smilli  once  observed 
toinc(wntes  Uoswcllithafjohnson 
knew  moic  books  than  any  man 
alive."'    Life,  i.  71.    In  his  review 


of  Johnson's  DUtionary  he  speaki 
of'ttie  viTj  extraordinaiy  meril'  of 
the  author-  Jb.  i.  398,  n.  a.  The  Pre- 
face 10  his  Shakapearc  he  st>'lc<) 
'  the  most  manly  piece  of  crilicism 
ihiLi  was  ever  published  in  snj> 
country.'     AnU,  ii.  J07. 

For  Johnson's  '  unlucky  alicrcation 
'bolt 
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*  IxJt  up  in  the  midst  of  a  mixed  compaay ;  and,  without  any 
previous  notice,  fall  upon  his  knees  behind  a  chair,  repeat  the 
Lord's  Prayer  and  then  resume  bis  seat  at  table.  He  hu 
played  this  freak  over  and  over,  perhaps  fi\'e  or  six  times  io  tiK 
course  of  an  evening'.  It  is  not  hypocrisy,  but  madocas^ 
Though  an  honest  sort  of  man  himself,  he  is  always  patrontiiiig 
scoundrels '.  Savage,  for  instance,  whom  he  so  loudly  praiiei 
tt'as  but  a  worthless  fellow  ^ ;  his  pension  of  fifty  pounds  never 
lasted  him  longer  than  a  few  days*.'  [For  an  anecdote  wbid) 
here  follows  about  Savage,  see  ante,  i.  371 «.] 

He  was  no  admirer  of  the  KambUr  or  the  IdUr,  and  hinted, 
that  he  had  never  been  able  to  read  ihcm*.  He  was  averse  to 
the  contest  with  America*,  yet  he  spoke  highly  of  Johnwo'i 
political  pamphlets.  But,  above  all,  he  was  charmed  with  dul 
respecting  Falkland's  Islands,  as  it  displayed,  in  such  forcible 
language,  the  madness  of  modem  wars'. 


with  htm,' see  Z.{^i  iii.33i,aiii!ror  th« 
imaginary  ikltercaiion,  sec  i>.  v.  369, 
«.  J.  He  wiu  a  member  of  the 
Lilcrnry  Club.  'Smith,  too,  is  now 
of  our  Club,*  wrote  BoaweU.  '  It  has 
lost  its  select  merit.'     fb.  ii.  430^  n.  1. 

'  There  is,  I  am  convinced,  great 
cxaggcraition  in  thit,  not  probably  on 
Smith's  pAit,  who  wns  one  of  ihc 
aiosi  truthful  of  men,  but  on  his 
reporter's.    Sec  id.  i.  483 ;  v,  307. 

■  '  He  was  (writes  Hawkins)  one 
of  the  most  quick-sighted  men  1  ever 
knew  in  discoveiing  the  good  and 
amiable  qualities  of  othera.'  W«/v, 
ii.  89. 

'  [t  has  always  been  found  that 
thoBC  whose  extensivv  knowledge 
makes  them  best  acqu.iinted  with  the 
general  course  of  human  actions  nre 
precisely  iho»e  who  take  the  most 
favoumbleviewof them.  Thcgreatcsl 
observer  and  the  moEt  prvfound 
thinker  is  invariably  the  most  lenient 
judge."  Buckle's  iiislory  of  Civilisa- 
£ton  im  England,  ed.  187a,  1.  aai. 


'  Boswcll  writes  of  Savagce  as  '* 
man  of  whom  it  is  difficult  to  speak 
impartially,  witbout  vrondering  ikn 
he  wne  for  some  time  the  titdnUe 
companion  of  Johosoo.'  IJ/t,'\.l6\. 
JohnKin  nevei  'loudly  praises'  Sa* 
vage,  but  exhitnts  his  bod  as  follyu 
his  good  qualities. 

'  This  Smith  Icaint  tnxn  Joha- 
»on's  Life  p/  Sajiagt,  tVvrJtt,  Tii 
153.  If  improvidcocemakcsa  Avrdt* 
less  fellow,  then  Goldsatitii  «w 
amon;;  ihc  moat  wortlilcss, 

*  There  were  ibose  who  oould  not 
read  Adam  Smith's  gteat  vork.  Mis 
Berry,  who  died  in  1853,  reawn- 
bered  'how  Charles  Fox  tued  ra 
wonder  thut  people  could  make  lucb 
a  fu»  about  that  dullest  of  an 
books— Adam  Smith's  WmIA  ^ 
NatioMS.'  H .  M  anincau's  Aal»- 
biogfitphy,  j.  43*. 

*  flume's  Utttn  /«  Str^m, 
pp.  292-3,  296,  299. 

'  U/i,  ii.  134,  «■  3.  See  alsoOT*. 
ii.  16. 

DUCAID 


DUGAl.D  STEWART  ON  BOSWELL'S  ANECDOTES. 

[From  Dugald  Stewart's  Wcrks,  ed.  iitj4,  iv.  230.] 

"I  have  often  experienced,'  Mr.  Bostvetl  gravely  remarks  in 
his  Tour  with  Dr.  Johnson,  'that  scenes  through  which  a  man 
bis  passed,  improve  by  lying  iii  the  memory ;  Ihcy  grow  mellow  '.' 
Toaccount  for  this  curious  mental  phenomenon,  which  he  plainly 
considered  as  somewhat  analogous  to  the  effect  of  time  in  im- 
proving the  quality  of  wine,  he  has  offered  various  theories, 
without  however  once  touchinji  upon  the  real  cause — the  im- 
perceptibte  influence  of  imagination  in  supplying  the  decaying 
impression!^  of  memory.  The  fact,  as  he  has  staled  it,  was 
certainly  exemplified  in  his  own  case;  for  his  stories,  which 
I  have  often  listened  to  with  delight,  seldom  failed  to  improve 
wonderfully  in  such  keeping  as  his  memory  afforded.  They  were 
much  more  amusing  than  even  his  printed  anecdotes;  not  only 
from  the  picturesque  style  of  his  conversational,  or  rather  his 
convivial  diction,  but  perhaps  still  more  from  the  humorous  and 
somewhat  whimsical  seriousness  of  his  face  and  manner.  As  for 
those  anecdotes  which  he  destined  for  the  public,  they  were 
deprived  of  any  chance  of  this  sort  of  improvement,  by  the 
scrupulous  fidelity  with  which  (probably  from  a  secret  distrust 
of  the  accuracy  of  his  rccoileclion)  he  was  accustomed  to  record 
every  conversation  which  he  thought  interesting,  a  few  hours 
after  it  took  jilace. 


BY  GILBERT  STUART. 


[The  following  anecdote  I  owe  to  the  kindness  of  Mr.  John 
Douglass  Brown,  j\in..  of  the  University  Club,  Philadelphia,  who 
copied  it  from  Stuart's  History  of  the  Rise  of  the  Arts  oj  Design 


^/'<  »•  3J3- 


W 


in  the  United  StaMfVdi.l.  p.  i8i.      This  work    is   not  in 
British  Museum.    Stuart  studied  under  West  in  1 778-] 

Dr.  JobnsoD  called  one  morning  on  Mr.  West  [the  paintc 
to  converse  with  him    on  American  affairs.     After   some  til 
Mr.  West  said  that  he  had  a  young  American  [Gilbert  Stt 
living  with  him,  from  whom  he  might  derive  some  infomnatic 
and    introduced    Stuart      The   conversation    continued    (St 
being  thus  in\ntcd  to  take  a  part  in  it,)  when  the  Doctor  ol 
to  M  r.  West  that  the  young  man  spoke  very  good    English  ; 
turning  to  Stuart  nidely  a^ked  him  where  he  had    learned 
Stuart  very  promptly  replied,  'Sir,  I  can  better  tell  you  wfc 
I  did  not  icam  it — it  was  not  from  j-our  dictionary.*      Joi 
seemed  aware  of  his  own  abruptness,  and  was  not  ofTended. 


BY  THE  REV.  RICHARD  WARNER, 

[From  Warner's  Tour  through  the  Northern  Ceunticsy  publl 
in  iHoi,  vol.  i.  p.  105,] 

During  the  last  visit  which  the  Doctor  made  to  Lichfield  ', 
friends  with  whom  he  was  staying  missed  him  one  morning 
at  the  brcalc fast-table.  On  inquiring  after  him  of  the  servants, 
they  understood  he  had  set  ofT  from  Lichfield  at  a  very  eaxly 
hour,  without  mentioning  to  any  of  the  family  whither  he  vt^ 
going.  The  day  passed  without  the  return  of  the  illustriom 
guest,  and  the  party  began  to  be  very  uneasy  on  his  accoun: 
when,  just  before  the  supper-hour,  the  door  opened,  and 
Doctor  stalked  into  the  room.  A  solemn  silence  of  a  fi 
minutes  ensued,  nobody  daring  to  inquire  the  cause  of 
absence,  which  was  at  length  relieved  by  Johnson  addrc 


■  Johnson,  during  his  last  vistt  10 
Lichfield,  told  the  Rev.  Henry  White 
that  wlial  is  here  rccounled  had 
happtned  n  few  years  earlier.  Lift, 
iv.  371.    White  was  the  grandion  of 


Johnson'i  schoolmaster.  Hunter,  1 
manitd  Lucy  Porter,  sister  of  Hci 
Porter,  Mrs.  Johnson's  first  hutbai 
Nichols,  Lit.  HiU.  vti.  j62. 


By  Mr.  Wickins. 
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the  Iidy  of  the  house  in  the  follov^'ing  manner:  '  Madam,  I  beg 
your  pardon  for  the  abruptness  of  my  departure  from  your  house 
this  morning,  but  I  was  constrained  to  it  by  my  conscience. 
Fifty  years  ago,  Madam,  on  this  day,  I  committed  a  breach 
of  filial  piety,  which  has  ever  since  lain  heavy  on  my  mind,  and 
has  not  till  this  day  been  expiated.  My  father,  you  recollect, 
was  a  bookseller,  and  had  long  been  in  the  habit  of  attending 
Uttoxeter  market ',  and  opening  a  stall  for  the  sale  of  his  books 
during  that  day.  Confined  to  his  bed  by  indisposition,  he 
requested  me,  this  time  fifty  years  ago,  to  visit  the  market,  and 
attend  the  stall  in  his  place.  But,  Madam,  my  pride  prevented 
me  from  doing  my  duty,  and  I  gave  my  father  a  refusal.  To  do 
away  the  sin  of  this  disobedience.  I  this  day  went  in  3.  postchaise 
to  Uttoxeter,  and  going  into  the  market  at  the  time  of  high 
buEiaess.  uncovered  my  head,  and  stood  ivith  it  bare  an  hour 
before  the  stall  which  my  father  had  formerly  used,  exposed  to 
the  sneers  of  the  standers-by  and  the  inclemency  of  the  weather ; 
a  penance  by  which  I  trust  I  Iiave  propitiated  heaven  for  this 
only  instance,  1  believe,  of  contumacy  toward  my  father.' 

r  ['Dr.  Har^vood  informs  me  that  Mr.  Wickins  was  a  respectable 
draper  in  Lichfield.  It  is  very  true  that  Dr-  Johnson  was 
accustomed  to  call  on  him  during  his  visits  to  his  native  town. 
The  garden  attached  to  his  house  was  ornamented  in  the  manner 
he  describes,  and  no  doubt  was  ever  entertained  of  the  exactness 
of  his  anecdotes.'     Croker's  Boswetl,  ix.  245.] 

Walking  one  day  with  him  in  my  garden  at  Lichfield,  we 
entered  a  small  meandering  shrubbery,  whose  '  vista  not 
lengthened  to  the  sight,'  gave  promise  of  a  larger  extent. 
I  observed,  that  he  might  perhaps  conceive  that  he  was  entering 


BV  MR.  WJCKINS. 


'  L^t.  i.  36,  If.  3.  Unottcer  U 
aboui  eighceen  inil«s  from  Lichlield. 
Wamci   visited    UchGeld   in    tSot, 


so  thai  not  much  trust  can  be 
put  in  this  ful]  report  of  Johnson's 
words. 

an 
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an  extensive  labyrinth,  but  that  it  would  prove  a  dcctpUoo, 
though  I  hoped  not  an  unpardorubic  one.  '  Sir,'  said  he,'dQD't 
tell  mc  of  deception ;  a  lie.  Sir.  is  a  lie,  whether  it  be  a  lie  to  tbc 
^e  or  a  lie  to  the  car.' 

Passing  on  we  came  to  an  urn  which  I  had  erected  to  the 
memory  of  a  deceased  friend.  I  asked  him  how  he  liked  that 
urn — it  was  of  the  true  Tuscan  order.  'Sir,'  said  he,  *I  hitc 
urns' ;  they  art  nothing,  they  mean  nothing,  convey  no  ideas  but 
ideas  of  horror — would  they  were  beaten  to  pieces  to  pave  oar 
streets !' 

We  then  came  to  a  cold  bath.  I  expatiated  upon  its  salubrrti'. 
'Sir,'  said  he,  'how  do  you  do?'  'Very  well,  I  thank  you, 
Doctor.'  'Then,  Sir,  let  well  enough  alone,  and  be  content 
I  hate  immersion'.'  Truly,  as  FalstatT  says,  the  Doctor  'woakl 
have  a  sort  of  alacrity  at  sinking  *.' 

Upon  the  margin  stood  the  Venus  dc"  Medicis — 

*  So  stands  ihc  statue  that  cnctuuits  tbc  worid  V 
*  Throw  her,' said  he, 'into  the  pond  to  hide  her  nakedness,  and 
to  cool  her  la:M:ivioU5ness.' 

He  then,  with  some  difficulty,  squeezed  himself  into  a  root- 
house,  when  his  eye  caught  the  following  lines  from  Paraell:— 

'  Co  search  among  your  idle  dreams. 
Your  busy,  or  your  vain  cxircmest 
And  find  x  life  tA  equal  bliss. 
Or  own  the  next  began  in  this  V 

The  Doctor,  however,  not  possessing  any  silvan  ideas,  seemed 

not  to  admit  that  heaven  could  be  an  Arcadia. 


•  He    wrote    to    Sirs.    Tlirate  ;— 

'Mr. '%  ereclion  of  an  urn  looks 

like  on  intention  to  bury  ma  olive' 
/Mters,  ii.  33. 

■  Johnson  in  his  review  of  Lucas's 
Eti%\y  on  IViiUri  says:— *  This  in- 
stiiticc  dues  not  prove  that  (tie  cold 
hath  produces  health,  but  only  lliat 
il  wall  rot  always  destroy  it.  He  ia 
well  witK  the  baih,  be  would  have 
been   Bi-cil  without   ii.'    /-j/t,  i.  91, 


».  I.  Johnson  swam  at  O1M 
nnd  at  Hnghton.  /fi.  t.  54S;  but, 
i.  2Z4. 

*  '  You  may  know  by  my  siic  llul 
I  have  a  kind  of  alacrity  in  nnkiv-' 
TA^  Aftrtf  Wiwt  ^  IVtrnJur,  An 
iii.  ac  5, 1.  13. 

*  Thomson,  Summer,  I.  tJJ^ 

*  '  Or  own  the  new  i^g^n  ta  this.' 
A  Hymn  U  Conttntrntnt.  P*n«l 
A!dinc  Potts,  p.  99. 

ilheo 


By  Mr.  Wkkins. 
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I  then  observed  him  with  Herculean  strength  tugging  at  a  nail 
which  he  was  endeavouring  to  extract  from  the  bark  of  a  pluxn 
tree;  and  having  accomplished  it,  he  exclaimed,  'There,  Sir, 
I  have  done  sofne  good  to-day ;  the  tree  might  have  festered. 
I  make  a  rule,  Sir,  to  do  some  good  every  day  of  my  life." 

Returning  through  the  house,  he  stepped  into  a  small  study 
or  boolc-room.  The  first  book  he  laid  his  hands  upon  was 
Harwood's  Liberal  Translalim  of  the  Ntto  Testament  \  The 
passage  which  first  caught  his  eye  was  from  that  sublime 
apostrophe  in  St.  John,  upon  the  raising  of  Lazarus,  'Jesus 
wept;'  which  Harwood  had  conceitedly  rendered  *and  Jesus, 
the  Saviour  of  the  world,  burst  into  a  flood  of  tears.'  He 
contemptuously  threw  the  book  aside,  exclaiming,  '  Puppy  1' 
I  then  showed  him  Sterne's  Serfnons",  'Sir,'. 'aid  he, 'do  you 
ever  read  any  others?'  'Yes,  Doctor;  I  read  Sherlock,  Tillol- 
son,  Bcvcridge,  and  others.'  '  Ay,  Sir,  //:ere  you  drink  the  cup 
of  salvation  to  the  bottom;  here  you  have  merely  the  froth  from 
the  surface.' 

Within  this  room  stood  the  Shakspcarean  mulberry  vase', 
a  pedestal  given  by  me  to  Mr.  Garrick,  and  which  was  recently 
sold,  with  Mr.  Garrick's  gems,  at  Mrs,  Garrick's  sale  at  Hampton. 
The  Doctor  read  the  inscription  : — 

'Sacrbu  to  Shakspearb, 

And  in  honajr  of 

JiAVin  Garrick,  Esq. 

The  Ornanaent — ihe  R<former 

Of  ihc  British  IJtage.' 


'  By  Dr.  Edward  Harwood.  Bos- 
well  dcecribcs  it  as  'a  fantastical 
iranslaiion  of  the  New  Testament  in 
modem  phiase,  snd  with  a  SocinUn 
twist.'  i-i'/f,  ill-  39-  '  I  have  writren,' 
Harwood  boasted, '  moie  books  ilitia 
»ny  one  pcrvin  nnw  living,  except 
Dr.  Priestlej'.'  Nictiols,  Lit.  Anec. 
ix.  ;8o. 

•  See  Li/e,  iv.  109,  «.  i,  where 
Johnson,  owning  that  he  had  read 


Sterne's  Sermons,  said:  —  'J  did 
rend  ihem,  but  it  was  in  a  stag^e- 
coach;  I  should  nut  have  even 
deigned  In  louk  m  them  hiid  t  tieen 
at  large.' 

'  Johnson  often  visited  at  Lich- 
field Mrs.  Gaatrel,  the  wife  erf 'the 
clergyman  who,  with  Gothick  bar- 
barity, cut  down  Shakespeare's  mul. 
tierry-tree.'     tb.  a.  470. 

'Ay 


•  Ay,  Sir ;  Davy,  Davy  loves  flaiiery ;  but  here,  indeed,  yoo 
have  flattered  hiin  as  he  deserves,  paying  a  just  tribute  to  his 
merit '.' 


OF  STYAN  THIRLBY  BY  DR.  JOHNSON. 

[From  a  copy  of  the  original  in  the  posscssjon  of  Mr.R-B. 
Adam. 

These  anecdotes  were  sent  by  Johnson  to  John  Nichols,  who 
used  them  in  a  brief  account  of  Thiriby.  l-i/f,  W.  i6i,  11.4; 
Letttrt,  \\.  276.] 

What  t  can  tell  of  Thiriby,  I  bad  from  those  who  knew  tuat- 
I  never  saw  him  myself- 

t.  This  was  an  exercise  written  by  him,  at  the  school  of  tbc 
Rev.  Mr.  Kilby  of  Leicester,  who  preserved  it,  and  by  whom  hs 
proficiency  was  praised  as  very  quick.  Ht  totnt  tkrcugk  mf 
scfificl,  said  Mr.  Kilby,  m  tAree  years,  and  his  self-conceit  was 
censured  as  vcr>-  offenave.  He  thought  he  knrw  more  than  ail 
the  sehcol.  Perhaps,  said  a  gentlewoman  to  whom  this  was  told, 
he  thought  rightly. 

2.  After  Thirlby's  publication  of  Jiwtin,  Dr.  Ashton,  perinps 
to  show  him  that  he  had  not  done  all  which  might  have  been 
done,  published  in  one  of  the  foreig;n  journals  some  cmcndatkxtf 
of  faulty  passages,  which  when  Thiriby  saw  he  said  slightly,  thai 
any  »ra»  luho  would,  might  have  made  them,  tmd  a  kuadred  mtrt. 

3.  While  he  was  a  nominal  Physician,  he  lived  some  time  w^Ji 
the  Duke  of  Chandos  zs  Librarian,  and  is  reported  to  bat-e 
aflfcctcd  a  perverse  and  insolent  independence,  so  as  capriciously 
to  refuse  his  company  when  it  was  desired.  It  may  be  suppoced 
they  were  soon  weary  of  each  other. 


'  '  Here  is  a.  man  (said  Johnson) 
who  hai  advanced  the  dignity  of  bis 
profession.  Carrtck  has  made  a 
player  a  hiuher  dwracter."  Li/e,  m. 
363;  itMtf,  W.  141. 

Of  Hannah  More's  flallcry  of  Gar- 


rick  Johnson  stud, 'She  is  rcnnkd 
for  it  by  Garrick.'  U/e,  iii.  19^  Mn. 
Monia^p  dactereil  him  in  her  fcefiih 
Essay  on  Sh^iketptare  {li.  v.  )(>t 
and  be  in  tunt  pntiscd  H.  A  k 
88. 

4.H< 


Of  Siyan  Thirlhy  by  Dr.  Johnson.  431 

4.  He  had  originally  contributed  »>me  notes  to  Theobald's 
Shakespeare,  and  afterwards  talked  of  an  edition  of  his  own. 
But  he  went  no  further  than  to  write  some  abusive  remarks  on 
the  margin  of  Warburton's  Shakespeare  with  a  very  few  attempts 
at  emendation,  and  those  perhaps  all  in  the  first  volume.  In  the 
other  volumes  he  has  only  with  great  diligence  counted  the 
lines  in  every  page.  When  this  was  told  Dr.  Jorttn,  /  hav€ 
known  hint,  said  Uc,  amuse  himself  with  still  slighter  employtneni, 
kt  u'oulii  write  down  alt  the  proper  names  that  he  could  call  into 
his  memory.  His  mind  seems  to  have  been  tumultuous  and 
desultory,  and  he  was  glad  to  catch  any  employment  that 
might  produce  attention  without  anxiety.  Such  employment, 
as  Dr.  Baltic '  has  observed,  is  necessary  for  madmen. 

N.B.  In  his  cups  he  was  jealous  and  quarrelsome.  One  of 
his  pupils  having  beer  invited  by  him  to  supper,  h.ippcned,  as 
he  was  going  away,  to  stumble  at  a  Pile  of  Justin'  which  lay 
on  the  floor  in  quires;  Thirlby  told  him  that  he  kicked  down  the 
books  in  Contempt  of  the  Editor,  upon  which  the  Pupil  said,  it 
is  HOW  time  to  go  away. 

N.B.  One  of  his  colloquial  topicks  was :  That  Nature  ap- 
parently intended  a  kind  of  parity  among  her  sons.  Sometimes, 
said  he,  she  deviates  a  little  from  her  general  purpose,  and  sends 
into  the  world  a  man  of  powers  superior  to  the  rest,  of  quicker 
intuition,  and  wider  comprehension, — this  man  has  all  other  men 
for  his  enemies,  and  would  not  be  suRcred  to  live  his  natural  time, 
but  that  his  excellences  arc  ballanccd  by  his  failings.  He  that 
by  intellectual  exaltation  thus  towers  above  his  contemporaries, 
b  drunken,  or  lazy,  or  capricious,  or  by  some  defect  or  other  is 
hindured  from  exerting  his  sovereignty  of  mind  ;  he  is  thus  kept 
upon  the  level,  and  thus  preserved  from  the  destruction  which 
would  be  the  natural  consequence  of  universal  hatred. 

This  is  what  1  can  remember. 

•  Dt.  William  Baltic  published  in  '  Thirlby  published    in    17J3  an 

\y^T  A  Trtaliu  en  Madntii.    Genilf      edition   ni  JhsUh    Mtwtyr  In   folio. 
marit  Magasine,  1757,  p.  605.  /*.  1784,  p.  26a 
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[The  following  letters  have  been  brought  to  my  notice  since 
the  publication  of  my  Letters  of  Samttfl  Johmoa.  Most  of  them, 
I  believe,  are  now  printed  for  the  first  time.] 


To  [Samuel  Richardson']. 
Dear  Sir,  t>7S3-] 

I  have  been  waiting  on  you  every  day  and  have  not  done  it. 

I  hear  you  take  subscriptions  for  your  two  subsequent  volumes. 


'  From  tie  original  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Messrs.  J.  Pearson  &  Co., 
5  Pal!  Mall  Place,  London. 

That  lliis  Idler  was  written  to 
Richa,r(l!(Dn,  and  in  ihe  Iniicr  half  of 
1753. 1  infer  from  the  following  con- 
si  de  rat  ions  :~ 

In  tlic  Ce/tfifnuta't  A/agasine  for 
1753>  P-  S43.  in  'fie  liM  "f  books  pub- 
lished in  November  is  '  7'Jie  Hiitory 
of  Sir  Charles  Orandrton,  4  vols,  in 
Bvo,  boards,  17^.;  ismo,  loj'.  &/.' 
Vol.  V.  8vo  and  vols.  v.  and  vi,  lamo 
■re  in  the  list  for  December,  p. 
593-  VoL  vi.  8vo  and  vol.  vii,  lamo 
arc  in  the  list  for  March,  1754,  p.  144. 
The  two  editions  wuc  broti£lii  out 
simultaneously.  In  my  copy  of  the 
octavo  edition  '  second  edition '  is 
added  to  the  title-page  of  vol.  vi ; 
in  the  copy  in  the  liiiiish  Museum 
jl  appears  also  in  vol.  i.    Tlie  hoolc 


seems  to  have  been  published  earlier 
than  November.  Mrs.  Carter  vrrole 
on  Sept.  ai  1— ■  Mr.  Richardson  has 
been  so  good  as  lo  send  me  four 
voltinies  of  bis  most  charming  work.' 
Carter  unit  Tulbi'f  Lttttrs,  ii.  141. 
Ii  is  not  improbable,  however,  that 
he  sent  her  a  copy  befon  publiaitton. 

The  '  Iwo  subsequent  volimics ' 
meDtioned  by  Johnson  were,  no  doubt, 
the  concluding  volumes  ofSirCh,irIes 
Criituiismn.  His  next  Idler  shon-s, 
however,  that  it  was  the  edition  in 
seven  volumes  which  he  had  received. 
The  last  three  volumes  of  the  edition 
in  lamo  contain  ihe  same  matter  as 
Ihe  last  two  volumes  of  the  edition 
in  8vo. 

Lord  Corke.  who  'left  his  name,' 
is  nicntiooed  in  ihe  next  letter  as 
having  seen  Johnson  or  communi- 
cated with  him. 

fa  Ibcg 


43^ 


Letters  of  Dr.  Johnson. 


I  beg  to  put  my  name  amongst  your  other  fricndsL    If  you  iavour 
me  with  a  few  receipts,  I  will  push  them. 

My  Lord  Corke  did  me  the  honour  to  leave  Ws  name.  I  went 
to  Mr.  Andrew  Millar'  to  enquire  where  he  resides,  but  could 
not  learn.    I  am  impatient  to  know. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 
Thur^Uy  night.  SaM:  JOHNSOS. 

EodocMd  from  Sun;  JobOfon. 


Sir, 


To  [Samuel  Richardson 'J. 


I 


I  am  desired  by  Miss  Williams  who  has  waited  se\'eral  times 
upon  you  without  finding  you  at  home,  and  has  been  hindered  by 
an  ilncss  of  some  weeks  from  repeating  her  visits,  to  return  yoa 
her  humble  thanks  for  your  present.  She  is  likewise  desirous  to 
lay-  before  you  the  inclosed  plan  which  ^e  has  meditated  a  long 
time,  and  thinks  hcn^elf  able  to  execute  by  the  help  of  aa 
Amanuensis,  liavtng  long  since  collected  a  great  number  of 
volumes  on  these  subjects,  which  indeed  she  appears  to  me  ta 
understand  better  than  any  person  that  I  have  ever  known.  She 
will  however  want  a  few  of  the  late  books.  She  b^s  that  if  yw 
think  her  dictionary  likely  to  shift  for  itself  io  this  age  cf 
dictionaries  you  will  be  pleased  to  encourage  her  by  taking  some 
share  of  the  copy,  and  using  your  interest  with  others  to  take  the 
rest,  or  put  her  in  any  way  of  making  the  undertaking  proliiable 
to  her. 

I  am  extremely  obliged  by  the  seventh  volume.  You  bavt 
a  trick  of  laying  yourself  open  to  objections,  in  the  first  pan  of 
your  work,  ."iiid  crushing  them  in  subsequent  parts,  A  great  deal 
that  I  had  to  say  before  I  read  the  conversation  in  the  Utter 
part,  is  now  taken  from  me.  /  wish  however  that  Sir  CkarUs 
had  »ct  compromised  iit  matters  of  reHgtoH  '. 


'  MilUr  \miA  published  Lord 
Corkc's  Remarks  on  the  Life  of 
Swi/l. 

'  From  x\\e  nriginal  in  the  pnKsca- 
aion  of  Messrs.   J.  Pearson  Sl  Co., 


5  Pall  Mall  riace,  London.  It  «» 
lately  sold  by  suction  by  Mcuiv 
Sothcby  &  Co.  for  j^6  vu. 

'  KtchiLidsonin 'aeonciu^BgHtt 
by  the  editor*  (cd.  1754,  «i.  y^) 
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I  must  beg  leave  to  introduce  to  your  acquaintance  Mr.  Adams 
under  whom  I  had  the  honour  to  perform  exercises  at  Oxford ', 
and  who  has  lately  recemmended  kimsd/  to  the  best  part  of 
Mankind  by  his  confutation  of  Hume  on  MiraeUs '. 

My  Lord  Corkc  is  desirous  to  sec  Mr.  Fatkncr's  letter  to  mc. 
I  wish  you  would  find  it  him,  as  by  my  desire,  £tiid  when  it  is 
returned,  take  care  to  keep  it  for  my  justification,  for  I  would 
not  have  shewn  it,  but  at  his  own  instigation  \ 


says: — 'Many  there  are  who  loot 
upon  his  cfTctcd  compromise  with 
the  Porretta  family,  in  allowing  the 
Daughters  of  the  proposed  marnag:e 
lo  be  brought  up  by  ihc  mother, 
reserving  lo  himself  the  Education 
of  the  Sons  only,  its  a  bloc  in  the 
cKuYCtcr.'  To  lessen  criticism 
Richardson  supplies  '  an  ualucliy 
omission '  in  one  of  the  letters.  Sir 
Charl&t  Grttfiitisim,  vi.  4IQ, 

Mrs.  Barbnuld,  in  her  Mtmoin  ef 
RkkardiOK  yChrissa,  vol.  i.  Preface, 
p.  411.  says;— 'The  author  vuhied 
himself  upon  his  managcmicnt  of  this 
nice  ncgutiatio'n ;  und,  in  a  letter  to 
one  of  his  French  transLitots,  dex- 
terously brings  tl  forward  as  a  prcxif 
of  hi*  candour  and  liberality  towards 
the  Catholic  religion.' 

'  This  is  no  contradiction  of  the 
statement  that  Adams  was  only  JoIid- 
son's  'nominal  tutor."  /,//>,  i.  79, 
The 'eierciscs' were  often  performed 
in  the  ball,  no  doulil  before  the 
Master  and  Fellows.    I&.  L  6a 

•  'AnsH-ciirg,  in  (be  theologic  dic- 
tionary, signines  confuiing.'  Wal- 
pole's  Ltlltrj,  \K\.  153. 

'Answers  (wrote  Hume)  by  Reve- 
re»<I»  and  Kighl  Reverends  came  out 
two  or  three  in  n  year.'  loiters  of 
Htfit  to  Strahan,  Preface,  p.  24- 

'  IJr,  Adams  told  me  he  had  once 
dined  in  company  with  Hume  in 
London ;  t'.uit  Hume  shook  hands 
with   him,  Juid    uid,  "You   have 


iTcaced  uie  much  betlcr  than  I  de- 
serve."'     Lift,  ii.  441. 

'  Ireland  was  first  hmught  under 
[he  Copyright  Act  by  the  41  Geo. 
IJ[,  c.  107.  Lelttrs  of  flnme  ta 
Sinthan,  p.  176.  Gibbon  suffered 
from  'the  pirates  of  Dublin.'  Miu. 
Works,  i.  223.  BoswcU's  Lifg  of 
fohnsim  was  reprinted  in  Dublin  in 
1 793  in  3  vols.  8vo.  George  Faulkner, 
the  fiimous  Dublin  booltscUer,  was 
by  agieemenl  with  Hichardson  to 
print  and  publish  Sir  ChitrUs 
GraniiisoH  before  it  was  published  in 
Ij^ndon.  Only  a  few  sheets  had  been 
sent  over,  nhcn  Richardson  found 
out  that  some  hook^ellcis  in  Dublin 
had  bribed  his  setvants  to  &te;tl  and 
send  them  copies  of  almost  the  whole 
work.  Faulkner  at  once  shared  in 
iho  plunder.  '  He  also  wrote  letters 
lo  several  persons  of  character  in 
London,  endeavouring  to  jtisiify  him- 
self, without  having  that  strict  regard 
[o  veracity  in  them  which  becomes 
a  man  of  business.'  Richardson 
mentions  his  letter  lo  Johnson  as 
'  this  strange,  this  inconsistent,  this 
misrapiescnting  Letter  of  yours  to 

Mr. '   Sir  Char  la  Gnmtliton, 

vi.  pp.  41 3^433 ;  CtnUeman'i  Maga- 
iitu,  t7S3i  p-  465.  Lord  Cofkc  was 
the  iifib  Earl,  often  mentioned  in 
Boswcll  as  Lord  Orrery.  For  George 
Faulkner,  see  Ufit  v.  44;  Lttters, 
i,  13.     See /tf  J'A  p.  442< 

X  cannot 
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I  cannot  conclodc  without  recoauDcading  filias  WQliains's  tktk 

business  to  you.    She  b  certainly  qualified  far  bar  worlc,  as  vaA 

as  any  one  that  will  et-cr  undertake  it,  as  she  audcrstands  '~*i'll*iltif 

and  many  other  aits  with  which  Ladies  arc  seldom   acquainted, 

and  I  shall  endeavour  to  put  her  and  bcr  helpmate  into  m^hnrf 

I  can  truly  say  that  she  dc3er\xs  all  the  encouragement  that  en 

be  given  hcr.yiw  a  being  m^e  pure  /rom  am^  tkutg  -vicums  I  Aam 

ntv€r  known.  t  .— 

1  am, 

Sir. 

Your  most  obliged 

and 

most  humble  servant, 

SaM:   JohxsON. 
Eodoned  Mr  Johnson  znd  Miss  W.'a  Flan. 

38  Much,  1754- 


DEAR  SIR,  ""^  ^^"'"'"-  R'<=«*«^»0«'t 

Ifyou  have  any  part  of  the  universal  History' yet  uneng^ed, 
there  [is]  a  Gentleman  desirous  of  giving  his  assistance.  To 
recommend  authours  is  dangerous,  I  have  therefore  sent  you  his 
Book  [which]  I  think  sets  him  on  a  level  with  most  of  those  who 
are  at  present  employed.  I  do  not  know  him,  but  the  Gentleman 
to  whom  he  dedicates  informs  me  that  be  is  diligent  and  pa* 
severing.  His  Patron  will  be  answerable  for  any  books  put 
into  his  hands,  and  perhaps  for  money  if  any  be  advanced, 
but  no  request  of  money  has  been  made  to  me.  [I  have  aaJd 
nothing  to  Mr.  Millar'  for  who  should  judge  of  an  auihour  bat 
you?]  Ifyou  approve  him  you  will  therefore  please  to  introduce 
him  so  as  that  no  offence  be  given. 


'  From  the  original  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Messrs.  J.  Pearson  &  Co, 
5  Pall  MaU  Plac«,  London. 

The  letter  is  not  addressed,  but  it 
can  icaiccty  be  doubted  (hat  it  was 
wriltcn  to  Kichardson. 

'  For  a  lift  of  the  writers  of  the 


Vnivtrsal  History^  see  Lttters,   (L 
432  ;  atUe,  1.  44  s. 

*  Andrew  Millar,  the  bookseller 
'the  Maecenas ofihea^e,' as  Johnsoo 
called  him.  AitU,  it.  %,  The  bmckets 
in  -H-bich  this  paragraph  is  enclosed 
are  In  the  original 

I  am 
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I  am  in  no  great  haste  for  an  Answer.  You  may  look  into  the 
book  at  leisure,  for  I  do  not  expect  that  you  should  catch  [at]  it 
with  the  eagerness  with  which  the  world  catches  at  yours '. 

I  am. 
Sir. 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

Sam:  JoHNSor*. 
Feb.  3,  I75S- 

Pray  favour  me  with  an  account  of  the  translations  of  Clarissa 
which  you  have.  I  have  a  desire  to  borrow  some  of  them  *. 


Sir, 


To  [? George  Hay',  Esq.,  D.C.L.]- 


I  should  not  have  easily  prevailed  upon  myself  to  trouble' 
a  Person  in  your  high  station  with  a  request,  had  I  not  observed 
that  Men  have  conimonty  benevolence  in  proportion  to  their 
capacities,  and  that  the  most  extensive  minds  arc  most  open 
to  solicitation. 

I  bad  a  Negro  Boy  named   Francis  Barber,  given  me  by 
a  Friend*  whom  I  much  respect,  and  treated  by  me  for  some 


■  Johnson,  vrriiing  to  Richardson 
aboui  Ciiirissa,  said:— 'Though  the 
story  is  long  every  Icittr  is  short.' 
IMttrt,  i.  SI. 

'  'Johnson,  when  he  carried  Mr. 
LoDgton  to  see  Kirhardsnn,  professed 
that  he  could  bring  him  out  into 
coDversatton,  and  u^d  ihis  allusive 
expTttnon.  "Sir,  I  can  make  him 
rear,"  But  he  faded  ;  for  in  that  in- 
terview Kichnrdson  said  little  else 
than  that  there  lay  in  the  room  a 
translation  of  his  Clarissa  into  Ger- 
man.'    Life,  iv.  sX. 

'  From  the  original  in  the  posaes- 
Mon  of  Mr.  R.  B.  Adam  of  Eiiffalo. 

Francis  Barber  had  nin  away  from 
Johnson's  service  three  years  earlier 
than  the  date  of  this  letter,  but  had  re- 
turned. Life,  i.  239,  n. ;  Lettcriy  i.  66. 


On  his  second  Highl  Johnson  sought 
Smollett's  aid  in  procuring  his  dis- 
charge from  the  ntivy  which  he  had 
entered.  Smollett  applied  to  Wtlkcs. 
'Mr.  Wilkes  (writes  lioswell),  who 
upon  all  occn^sions  has  acted,  as.  a 
private  gentleman,  with  most  polite 
liberality.  Applied  to  his  Iricnd  Sir 
George  Hay,  then  one  of  the  Lordft 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty;  and 
Francis  Barber  was  discharged,  as 
he  has  told  me,  without  any  wish  of 
his  own.'    Lift,  i.  348. 

It  is  most  likely  that  it  was  la  Sir 
George  Hay,  at  that  time  Dr.  Hay, 
that  (his  letter  was  written. 

*  Dr.  Dalhursi.  '  Barber  was  bom 
in  Jamaica,  and  was  brought  to 
England  in  1 750  by  Colonel  Bathur^, 
father   of  Johnson's  very   intimate 
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year*  with  great  tenderness.  Being  disgusted  in  the  house  he 
ran  au'ay  to  xcb,  and  was  in  the  Sumioer  oa  board  the  ship 
stationed  at  Yarmouth  to  protect  the  fishery. 

It  [would]  be  a  great  pleasure  and  some  convenience  to  cdc.' 
if  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  would  be  pleased  to  discharge 
him,  which  as  he  is  no  seaman,  may  be  done  lA-ith  little  injury 
to  the  Kind's  service. 

You  were  pleased.  Sir,  to  order  his  discharge  in  the  Spring 
at  the  request  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  but  I  left  London  about  that  time 
and  received  no  advantage  from  your  (avour.  I  therefore  pie- 
sume  to  entreat  that  you  will  repeat  your  order,  and  inform  me 
how  to  cooperate  with  it  bo  that  it  may  be  made  cfTectual '. 

I  shall   take  the  liberty  of  waiting  at  the  Admiralty 
Tuesday  for  your  answer.     I  hope  my  request  is  not   such  as 
it  is  necessary  to  refuse,  and  what  it  is  not  necessary  to  refuse, 
1. doubt  not  but  your  humanity  will  dispose  you  to  grant, 
to  one  that  can  make  no  higher  pretensions  to  your  favour,  than. 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient 
and 
Most  humble  Servant, 
011/1  Inn',  Sam:  Johnson. 

HovemI>eT  the  9th,  1759. 


DEAR  SIR.  "^^  ■'"■'  *""■  ''"*^""  ■*•""'• 

I  should  not  think  our  visit  an  event  so  important  as 
rcqiiirc  any  previous  Notification,  but  that  Mrs.  Williams  tens' 
mc,  such  was  your  desire*.     We  purpose  to  set  out  on  Monday 

'  According  to  Croker  it  was 
til)  June  of  the  folloM-jng  year  that 
w«5  cliscli.irijcil,     tb,  i.  350  n. 

*  iMlers,  I.  88. 

*  From  the  origiaal  in  the  ^, 
sion  of  Mr.  R.  il.  Adam,  at  Di 
New  York. 

*  Johnsun  declined  an  invitation  1 
visit  Percy  in  September,  1761,  aa  L. 
wishcdtoscctbccoronation.  Lttt^rs, 

mornii 


friend,  Dr.  Bathurst.  Tho  Colonel 
by  his  wtil  left  him  his  frccdo:ii|  and 
Dr.  Haihursi  was  wrillinj;;  iliiLi  he 
should  CQier  into  Johnson's  service.' 
/j/>,i.339«. ;  rtWi-fi.jgi.  According 
to  Loid  Muuaiield'i  decision  Daibcr 
had  become  free  ihc  moment  he 
landed  in  England,  but  it  was  not 
till  1773  that  this  ded&ion  was  given. 
Up,  lii.  8?  H. 
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morning  in  the  Berlin'  in  which  we  could  not  get  places  lart 

week,  and  hope  to  have  the  honour  in  the  evening "  of  telling  you 

and  Mrs.  Percy  that  we  arc,  „       ,       ,      „ 

Your  humble  Servants, 

,    ,      .  ,  Sam.  Johnson. 

London,  June  23,  1764.  ^ 


c.  To  Dr.  Pehcv.  „,    .  .  J, 

Sir.  [Undaltd.J 

1  have  sent  you  home  a  parcel  of  books,  and  do  not  know 

that  I  now  retain  any  except  Gongora'  and  Araucana*.     If  you 

can  spare  Amadts  please  to  return  it  to, 

Sir, 

Your  most  humble, 
»  .V   n         J  T^   t.  Sam:  Johnson'. 

T©  the  Reverend  Dr.  PcKy.  ■' 


DEAR  Sir.  to  the  rev.  EDWAIID  LVE». 

I  see  little  to  change  in  your  proposals,  only  for  writing 
demy  I  would  read  as  more  generally  intelligible  xvriting  paper , 


i.  91,  For  Ills  visit  in  1764,  see  Lift, 
i.  486,  and  ante,  ii.  p-9i7. 

'  '  1  fixed  my  eye  upon  a  small 
carriage  Berlin  fsiahion,  which  seemed 
the  most  convenient  vehicle  at  a 
distance  in  the  world.'  Goldsmith's 
^/(■«.  W't-ri/,  cd.  iSkiI,iv.  325.  'An 
old-fashioned  four-wheeled  covered 
carriage  with  a  seal  behind  covered 
with  a  b«od.'    AWc  Eng.  Did. 

'  Eiiston  Maudaii,  Fcrc>-'s  Vicar- 
age, is  in  Northamptonahirc,  about 
5S  miles  from  London.  Paterson's 
Itiatrary,  1800,  i.  384. 

' '  Luis  de  Gongora  y  AiRotc  (1561- 
1627;.  A  Spanish  lyric  pact,  noted 
as  the  foandcT  of  a  highly  meia- 
physical  and  artificial  style  from  hint 
named  "Gon)(Orisin,"and  also  called 
the" polished," '-polite,"  and  "cul- 
tivated'' style.'     The  Century  Cyile- 


'  '  Araucana.  A  heroic  poem  in 
37  Cantos,  by  the  Spanish  poet  Alooto 
deKrcilli.'    lb. 

-  '  Dr.  Percy  informs  me  thai 
"  when  a  boy  he  (Johnson)  was  im- 
moderately fond  of  reading  romances 
of  chivalry,  and  he  rcuincd  his  fond- 
ness foi  them  iIiTough  life ;  so  that 
ladds  his  Lordshipi  spending  part  of 
a  summer  at  my  parsonage-house  in 
the  country,  he  chose  for  his  regular 
reading  the  old  Spanish  romance  of 
Feiixmarla  6/  Hircania,  in  folio, 
which  he  read  quite  through."'  Uft, 
i.  4S. 

'  From  the  original  in  the  posses- 
sionofMcssrs,J.Pearson&Co.  John- 
son wrote  to  Doswell  on  March  9, 
1766: — '  Mr. Lye  is  pnnitng  his  Saxon 
and  Gotbick.  Dictionary;  all  TilE 
Clob  subscribes.'  Li/e,  ii.  17.  See 
Letttri,  I  I3I. 
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and  I  would  stop  at  a  sufficient  ttumbrr  of  Subscribers.    \S1iat  is 
added  beinu,  ui  my  opinion,  rather  dcficicait  in  dignity. 

The  success  of  your  subscription  I  do  not  doubt,  and  wish  yoD 
\rcrc  closely  engaged  at  the  press.  Two  sheets  of  Saxon  letters 
will  not  be  sufficient,  there  ought  always  to  be  one  sheet  printn^ 
another  in  your  hands  for  correction,  and  a  third  compoatng. 
There  ought  to  be  more,  but  this  is  the  least,  and  if  at  Oxford 
they  will  not  do  this,  you  must  not  print  at  Oxford  ;  for  your 
Edition  will  be  retarded  beyond  measure.  They  most  get  four 
sheets  of  letter  at  least,  which  will  cost  very  little,  there  being 
few  peculiar  characters. 

Stipulate  with  the  printer  to  give  you  a  certain  number  of 
sh««ts  weekly,  you  ought  not  to  have  less  than  three,  and  you 
will  not  easily  have  more. 

W\?s  Williams  sends  her  best  compliments  to  you  and  to 
Mrs.  Calvert,  and  begs  that  you  will  return  her  thanks  to 
Mrs.  Percy  for  her  letter,  in  tlic  contents  of  which  she  lalw 
great  interest. 

The  Hare  will  come  safe  if  it  be  directed  to, 

Sir, 
Your  most  humble  Servant, 

Johnson's  Court.  FIcct-suecl,  SaM:  JoHSSOS. 

Sept.  26,  i?6s. 
To  ihe  Reverend  Mr.  Lye, 

at  Yardle/,  near  Castle  Asbby,  Northamptonshire. 


Sir, 


To  [WlLLIAU  Strau&n?']. 


I  will  tell  you  in  a  few  words,  what  1^,  in  my  opinion,  the 
most  desirable  state  of  Copyright  or  literary  Property  ". 


'  From  the  ori^naJ  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Mr.  K.  B.  Adam  of  BuflaJo. 

I  have  two  reasons  for  the  belief 
that  this  letter  was  written  to  W. 
Strahan.  In  the  first  place,  at  the 
time  when  it  was  sold  by  iiuction 
(July,  1886)  a  large  collection  of 
letters  written  to  Strahan  was  getting 
dispersed.  In  the  second  place,  in 
the  spring  of  the  year  in  whicb  John- 


son f^ve  his  eorrespondent  hU 
opinion  on  copyright  ScrshftD  oon- 
sLilicd  Hume  and  Robertson  on  tbc 
same  questioQ.  Their  answers,  with 
letters  of  other  authors,  wen  med 
by  counsel  before  ibc  Hoost  of 
Lords  on  May  13.  Letters  o/Hmm 
to  Strahan,  pp.  3/4,  37&,  384. 

■  Hutnc   wrote    to    Strihaa;— M 
have  writ  you  an  ostensible  Letter 
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The  Authour  has  a  natural  and  peculiar  right  to  the  profits  or 
his  own  work '. 

But  as  every  Man  who  claims  the  protection  of  Society,  must 


on  the  subject  of  literary  Property, 
which  contains  my  real  Sentinicnis, 
so  far  fts  it  goes.  However,  I  shall 
tell  yuu  the  truth;  [  do  not  foresee 
any  such  bad  Consequences  as  you 
mention  from  laying  the  Property 
open.  The  Italians  and  French  have 
more  pompons  Editions  of  their 
Clasnci  since  the  Expirutioa  of  (he 
Priviieites  than  any  we  have  of  ours : 
And  at  least  every  Bookseller  who 
prints  a  Book  will  endeavour  to 
make  it  as  comptcat  and  correct  as 
he  can,'    /.filers  of  Hume.  p.  274. 

The  following  is  an  abritlgenient  of 
my  notes  on  this  letter :— '  On  Feb. 
33,  1774,  a  decision  was  given  in  the 
House  of  Lords  on  the  question  of 
litenry  property  or  copyright,  by 
which,  10  use  the  words  of  the 
AnHtta!  RegitUriXX  1 1 ,  i.  95)."  Near 
j£xoo,ooo  worth  of  what  was  honestly 
purchased  at  public  sale,  and  which 
was  jfesterday  thought  properly,  is 
now  reduced  to  nothing.  The  English 
bookscUcrehavenownoothersecuriiy 
in  future  for  any  literary  purchases 
they  may  make  but  the  statute  of  the 
8lh  of  Queen  Anne,  which  secures  to 
ihc  anchor's  assies  an  exdusive 
propeny  for  t^  years,  to  revert  again 
to  the  author,  and  vest  in  him  for  14 
years  more."  The  works  of  Shake- 
speare, Milton,  Dryden,  Bunyan, 
Locke,  had  hitherto  been  copyright. 
Boawell,  under  date  of  July  30,  1763, 
telb  how  Donaldson,  an  Edinburgh 
bookseller,  '  had  for  some  years 
opened  a  shop  in  London,  and  Eold 
his  cheap  ediiionsof  the  most  populat 
EtiflUb  books,  in  defiance  of  the 
suppoaed  cuninion-law  right  of  Lite- 
rttiy  Property."  Li/f,  i.  437.  The 
booksellers  got  a  verdict  against  him 
in  1769  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench, 


but  tlie  judgetbent,  upon  an  appeal 
from  a  decree  of  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery founded  on  it,  was  reversed  by 
the  House  of  Lords  on  Feb.  22, 1 774. 
Acopyright  Bill  in  protection  of  the 
bonkscUtrs  'was  the  same  session 
carried  through  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, but  it  was  lost  in  the  House  of 
Lords.  The  London  booksellers  pro- 
tected themselves  by  an  '  Iionoiary 
copyright,  which,'  wrote  BosweEl  in 
1791, '  is  still  preserved  among  them 
by  mutual  compact.'  Tif.  iii.  370.  Sec 
also  (A  i.  437  ;  ii.  271. 

'  '  There  is  (writes  Blackstone)  nill 
another  species  of  property,  which  tif 
it  subsists)  being  grounded  on  liiliour 
and  invention,  is  more  properly  re- 
ducible to  the  head  of  occupancy  than 
any  other.'  Cotnmintanes,tA.  i77Sj 
ii.405.  It  is  this  view  wliLch  Johnson 
attacked  when  he  said  : — '  There 
seems  to  be  in  authours  a  stronger 
right  of  properly  than  that  by  occu- 
pancy ;  a  metaphysical  rii;ht,a  right. 
as  it  were,  of  creation,  which  should 
from  its  nature  be  perpetual;  but 
the  consent  of  nations  ij  a(i:ain9t  it^ 
and  indeed  reason  and  the  interests 
of  learning  arc  against  it,'  &c.  Life, 
ii.  259.  Lord  Camdcti  attacked  '  the 
metaphysical  refinements' which  were 
brought  into  the  arguments.  Meta- 
physics '  Lent  its  artful  aid  *  to  both 
sides.  'It  has,"  said  Mr.  Justice 
Aston,  *  been  ingeniously,  meta- 
physically,and  subtiily  argued  on  the 
part  of  the  defetidant,  "That  there 
is  a  nvanl  of  properly  in  the  thing 
itself."  '  tellers  of  Hume,  p.  279. 
Ulackstone  says  that '  it  is  urged  that 
the  right  is  of  too  subtile  and  unsub- 
stantial a  n.iture  to  become  the  sub- 
ject of  property  at  the  common  law.' 
See  also  ixt^e,  i.  382  n. ;  ii.  437  n. 
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purchase  it  by  resigning  some  part  of  his  natural  r\£ti\',  tbc 
authour  must  recede  from  so  much  of  his  claim  as  sh^l  be 
ckemed  injurious  or  inconvenient  to  Society. 

It  is  inconvenient  to  Society  that  an  useful  book  should 
become  perpetual  and  excluMvc  property. 

The  Judgement  of  the  Lords  was  therefore  legally  and  poKii- 
cally  right. 

But  the  authours  enjoyment  of  his  natural  right  might  without 
any  iaconvenicnce  be  protracted  beyond  the  term  settled  by  the 
Statute.     And  it  is.  I  think,  to  be  dc«rcd 

I.  That  ail  Authour  should  retain  during  hts  life  the  soler^ 
of  printing  and  selling  his  work. 

Tilts  is  agreeable  to  moral  right,  and  not  {ncon\^eiuent  to  ik 
publick,  for  who  will  be  so  diligent  as  the  authour  to  improve  the 
book,  and  who  can  know  so  well  how  to  improve  it? 

3.  That  the  authour  be  allowed,  as  by  the  present  act,  u 
alienate  his  right  only  for  fourteen  years. 

A  shorter  time  would  not  procure  a  sufficient  price,  and 
a  longer  would  cut  off  all  hope  of  future  profit,  and  consequeaily 
all  solicitude  for  correction  or  addition. 

3-  Th.1t  when  after  fourteen  years  the  copy  shall  revert  to 
the  authour,  he  be  allowed  to  alienate  it  again  only  for  seven 
years  at  a  time. 

After  fourteen  years  the  value  of  the  work  will  be  lauwo. 
and  it  will  be  no  longer  bought  at  hazard.  Seven  years  oi 
possesion  will  therefore  have  an  assignsble  price.  It  is  proper 
that  the  authour  be  always  incited  to  polish  and  improve  bb 
work,  by  that  prospect  of  accruii^  interest  which  those  shoitK 
periods  of  alienation  will  afford. 

4.  I'hat  after  the  authours  death  his  work  should  coottnue 
an  exclusive  property  capable  of  bequest  and  inhentaoce,  aod 
of  convcjTuicc  by  gift  or  sale  for  thirty  years. 

By  these  regulations  a  book  may  continue   the  property  of 


'  '  A  man  (said  Johnson)  is  bound 
lo  submit  to  the  incDDvcnieDccs  of 
society  as  be  enjoys  cbe  good.'  Life, 
V.87. 

'Every  man,  when  ha  cnleis  inti> 


society,  gives  up  a  part  of  his  Bonal 
libcrt)',  ns  the  price  ol  so  VkluUt 
a  purchase*  GladcstoDc's  Comma- 
tarits,  ed.  1775, 1.  13^. 
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the  authour,  or  of  those  who  claim  from  him,  about  fifty  years, 
a  term  sufficient  to  reward  the  writer  without  any  loss  to  the 
publitk.  In  fifty  years  far  the  greater  number  of  books  are 
forgotten  and  annihilated,  and  it  is  for  the  advantage  of  learning 
that  those  which  fifty  years  liave  not  destroyed  should  become 
bona  communla,  to  he  used  by  every  Scholar  as  he  shall 
think  best'. 

In  fifty  years  every  book  begins  to  require  notes  either  to 
explain  forgotten  allusions  and  obsolete  words ;  or  to  subjoin 
those  discoveries  which  have  been  made  by  the  gradual  ad- 
vancement of  knowledge ;  or  to  correct  those  mistakes  which 
time  may  have  discovered  '- 

Such  Notes  cannot  be  written  to  any  useful  purpose  without 


■  Johnson,  arguing  this  question 
in  1763,  was  for  gr;inting  uuthnrs 
a  hundred  years  of  exctusiv*  right. 
U/e,  i.  439-  In  1773  l^e  said  1— 
*The  conacnl  of  nations  is  againsi  it 
[a  petptdtual  copyright),  and  indeed 
reason  .ind  the  interests  cf  learning 
are  against  it ;  for  were  it  (0  be  per- 
petual, no  boolchowevcr  useful, could 
be  universally  clitTuscd  amongst  man- 
kind, should  the  proprietor  take  it 
into  his  head  to  restrain  its  circula* 
tion.  No  book  eould  have  the  ail- 
vantAgc  of  being  ediied  with  noiM, 
however  necessary  to  its  cludiJation, 
should  the  proprietor  perversely  op- 
pose it.  For  the  general  good  of  the 
world,  ihcreforc,  whatever  valuable 
work  baa  once  been  created  by  an 
authour,  and  issued  out  Ijy  him. 
should  be  understood  as  no  longer  in 
his  power,  but  as  belniigint*  10  the 
publick:  attbcsamctime tlicauthour 
\%  entitled  to  An  adequate  reward. 
This  he  should  have  by  an  exclusive 
right  to  his  work  for  a  considerable 
number  of  ye^rs.'     Life.  '\\.  259. 

By  the  (irescm  law  copyri/ht  lasts 
iot  the  life  of  the  author  and  seven 
years  aitcrwards,  or  for  forty-two 
years,  Mhicbcvcr  ia  the  longer  period. 


Carlyle  in  his  petition  to  the  House 
of  Commons  asked  for  sixty  years. 
'After  sixty  years,  unless  your 
Honourable  Hdhjc  provide  other- 
wise, they  [extraneous  persons)  may 
begin  to  steal.*  Miss  Manincau's 
Thirty    Year^  Peace,  cd.    1830,  it. 

547- 

Macaulay,  opposing  this  period, 
said: — *Dr.  Johnson  died  fifty-six 
years  ago.  If  the  law  were  what  my 
honourable  and  learned  friend  wishes 
to  make  it,  somebody  would  now 
have  the  monopoly  of  Dr.  Johnson's 
works.  Who  that  somebody  would 
be  it  is  impossible  to  sny;  but  we 
m,^y  venture  to  guess.  I  guess  then 
itiat  it  would  have  been  some  book- 
seller, who  was  the  assign  of  another 
bookseller,  who  was  the  grandson  of 
a  third  bookseller,  who  had  bought 
the  copyright  from  Black  Frank, 
ihe  doctor's  servant  and  icsiduary 
legatee,  in  1785  or  1786,"  Macaulay's 
AfiSii.  IVntin^'s.  ed.  1871,  p.  612. 

'  'Johnson  talked  with  approbation 
of  an  intended  edition  of  The  S^i- 

talor,  with  notes He  observed 

that  all  works  which  describe  nunners 
require  notes  in  sixty  or  seventy 
years,  or  leas.*    Life,  ii.  3ii. 
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the  text,  and  the  text  will  frequently  be  refused   while  it  is 
any  mao's  property. 

I  am, 
Sir. 
Your  humble  Servant, 

SaM:  JoHKSOH. 
March  7,  1774- 

To  JaUES  MACrUERSON'. 

Mr.  James  Macpheilsom,— I  received  your  foolish  and  im- 
pudent note.  "WTutevcr  insult  is  offered  mc  I  will  do  my  best  to 
repel,  and  what  7  cannot  do  for  myself  the  law  will  do  lor  me. 
I  will  not  desist  from  detecting  what  I  think  a  cheat  from  any 
fear  of  the  menaces  of  a  Ruffian. 

You  want  me  to  retract.  What  shall  I  retract  P  I  though: 
your  book  an  imposture  from  the  beginning,  I  think  it  upon  yt\ 
surer  reasons  an  imposture  still.  For  this  opinion  I  give  the 
publick  my  reasons  which  I  here  dare  you  to  refute. 

But  however  I  may  despise  you,  I  re\'crciicc  truth,  and  if  you 
can  prove  the  genuineness  of  the  work  1  will  confess  it-  Yow 
rage  1  defy,  your  abilities  since  your  Homer  are  not  so  formidable, 
and  what  I  have  heard  of  your  morals  disposes  mc  to  pay  n^ird 
not  to  what  you  Kh.ill  say,  but  what  you  can  prove. 

You  may  print  this  if  you  will. 

Sam:  Johnsoil 

Jan.  20,  J775. 
To  Mr.  James  Macphcrson. 


'  This  copy  of  Johnson's  letter  ttt 
Macpherson  i  owe  to  the  kindness  of 
Mrs.  Ardicr-Hind  of  Liule  Ncwn- 
h^m,  Cambridge,  who  possesses  a 
traciag  of  the  original  made  by  her 
father,  the  laie  ^t^.  Lewis  Pocock. 
At  the  sale  of  Mr.  Pocock's  auto- 
grapbt,  on  May  lo,  iS75,the  originnl 
fetched  ^S"-    LetUrs,  \.  307. 

The  copy  printed  in  the  Ufe,  ii. 
39fi,wasdicUicdi(>fiosweI]  by  John- 
ton  from  mctnory.  It  runs  as  fol- 
Iowa:— 


'  Mr.  James  Macpkersow, 
'  I  received  your  loolisb  aad  iitt> 
pudcnc  letter.  Any  violence  oftnii 
mc  1  shall  do  my  best  to  i«|«l: 
and  what  I  cannot  do  for  myseU.  ihe 
law  shall  do  for  me.  I  hojK  I  neta 
thall  be  deterred  from  detectiaj  "ha 
I  think  a  cheat,  by  tbe  menacei  flf 
a  ruffian. 

'  What  would  you  have  rue  reirad  i 
1  thought  your  book  an  intposnttc; 
I  think  it  an  imposture  sdU.  For 
this  opinion  I  have  given  myraa«et 

To 
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To ' 

Dear  Sir, 
On  Monday  I  purpose  to  be  at  Oxford,  where  I  shall 
perhaps  stay  a  week,  from  whence  I  shall  come  to  Birmingham, 
and  so  to  LIchBcld.  At  Lichfield  my  purpose  is  to  pass  a  week 
or  so,  but  whether  I  shall  stay  there  In  my  way  to  Ashbourne,  or 
io  [returning]  from  it,  you  may,  if  you  please,  determine.  When 
I  come  thither  I  will  write  to  you  or  perhaps  I  may  find  a  letter 
at  Mrs.  Porter's. 

I  aiD, 
Sir, 
Your  affectionate  servant, 

Sam:  Johnson. 

May  27.  I77S 


_.  _  To  THE  Rev.  Dr.  Taylor*. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  was  sorry,  and  so  was  Mr.  Boswel ',  that  we  were  sum- 
moned away  so  soon*.  Our  effort  of  travelling  in  the  Evening 
was  useless.  Wc  did  not  get  home  till  Friday  morning.  Mr3.ThraIe 
and  her  girl  are  gone  to  Bath '.  The  blow  was  very  heavy 
upon  them. 

The  Expedition  however  stiil  proceeds*  so  that  I  shall  be  but 
a  short  time  here.    If  Mr.  Langdon  will  be  so  kind  as  to  send 


to  the  publick,  which  I  here  dare  yoa 
to  refute.  Your  rage  I  defy.  V<hit 
abilities,  since  your  Honfer,  are  not 
so  formidable;  and  what  I  hear  of 
your  moritis  inclines  me  to  pay  re- 
gard, not  to  what  you  shall  say,  but 
to  what  you  shall  prove.  You  may 
print  this  if  you  will. 

Sam.  Johnson.' 

'  From  the  oiiginal  in  the  Buffalo 
Library. 

For  his  trip  to  the  Midland  Conn- 
lies  this  summer,  sec  Letifrt,  [.  33^- 

•  From  the  original  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Mr,  K.  B.  Adam  of  Buffalo. 
This  letter  was  sold  by  auction  for 


/S  15*.  on  April  8,  1891.    teU*rt, 
i.  J87. 

'  In  ihe  Preface  to  the  lelters  of 
Johnson  (p.  151  I  have  pointed  out 
ih.-it  Johnson  aUayswrotc  his  fri^rnd's 
oamc  Goswcl.  Boswcll's  father  fol- 
lowed this  spelling,  as  was  shown 
when  the  Auchinlcck  Library  was 
dispersed.  In  many  of  the  books 
was  inscribed  Alex,  lloswel. 

*  They  were  summoned  to  London 
on  the  sudden  de;tlh  of  Mr,  Tbrale's 
sou.     /.i/r,  ii.  468 ;  til.  I. 

»  Anle,  ii.  295 ;  Life,  iii.  6. 

*  To  Italy.  Lift,  iii.  6.  It  was 
friven  up  a  few  days  later.  Jb.  iii.  37. 
Attit,  \.  363. 
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The  barley '  next  week,  I  can  deliver  [it]  to  Boswel.     I  wish 

would  [put]  a  peck  more  in  a  separate  bag,  for  I   would  not] 

break  tlic  main  bulk,  and  yet  I  cannot  well  help  it,  unless  I  have] 

a  little  more. 

Mr.  Boswcl  is  in  the  room  %  and  sends  his  respects.     Let 

know  whether  ycu  design  to  come  hither  bcrpre  I  am   to  gft] 

and    if    you    come    we    wilt    contri\'C    to    pass    a     few    he 

together. 

I  am, 

Sir. 

Your  most  humble  Scr\'ajit, 

SAM:  JohNSOK. 

No.  8,  Bok  Coun,  Fleet  street  (not  Johnson's  Court  *), 

Apr.  4,  1776. 
To  the  Kcvcrctid  Dr.  T&ylor,  in  Ashboum,  DeibyshirB. 


To  Miss  Revnolds*. 

Dearest  Madam. 

When  you  called  on  Mrs.  Thrale,  I  find  by  enquiry  that' 
she  was  realty  abroad,  the  same  thing  happcnned  [jk-]  to 
Mrs.  Montague,  of  which  I  beg  you  to  inform  her,  for  she  went 
likewise  by  my  opinion.  The  Denia.1,  if  it  had  been  feigned, 
would  not  have  pleased  me.  Your  visits  however  are  kindly 
paid  and  very  kindly  taken  ^ 


'  Mr.  Lanf^don  is  mentioned  the 
foltowing  year  as  buying  '  fifteen  tun 
ofcbeeseatNotlinghamfair.'  Letters, 
\\.  45.  Johnson  vrrolc  from  Ash- 
bourne in  July.  1775  ; — '  '^f^  talk  here 
of  Polish  o&cs  And  Siberian  barley-  ■. 
I  iDtend  to  procure  specimens  of 
both,  which  we  will  try  in  some  spots 
of  our  own  ground.'    lb.  \.  353. 

"  Lif4,  iii.  17. 

'  He  had  ktely  removed  from 
Johnson's  Court.    lb.  ii,  427. 

*  From  the  original  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Lady  C'olomb.  The  firsi 
paragraph  ii^a  been  long  in  print. 
LttlerSy  i,  391. 

Johnson's   letter    to    Miss    Rcy< 


nolds  of  Oct.  17,  1763  f/*.  i.  no),  11 
printed  by  Crolcer,  enda  : — •  Most 
sincerely  you»a.'  J  suspected  (be 
word  simercly  for  I  had  never  knowa 
it  thus  used  by  Johnson.  Uy  Lady 
Colomb's  kindness  I  have  se«n  the 
original.  The  word  is  not  clear,  but  J 
I  believe  it  is  stahmsly.  ■ 

*  Mrs.  Thrale  had  lost  her  only 
son  eleven  days  earlier.  Johnson 
wrote  to  Miss  Reynolds  on  the 
inh:— "A  visit  from  you    will    be 

welt    (iikcn I   am    sure    that   it 

will  be  thoughl  scasonitble  aad  kind, 
and  1  wish  you  not  to  omit  it.' 
/A.  i.  389. 

Pray  J 
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Pray  tell    Sir  Joshua  that   I   have  examined   Mr.  Thralc's 

Man',  and  find   no  foundation  for  the  story  of  the   Alehouse 

and  mulled  I3ccr.    He  was  at  the  play  two  nights  before,  with 

one  of  the  chief  men   in   the   lirewhousc,  and   came  home  at 

the   regular  time.    This,  I   believe,   is  true,   for   Mrs.   Thrale 

told  me  that  she  had  sent  him  to  his  friend  Murphy's  play', 

and  if  there  had  been  [anything]  to  be  told,  [  should  then  have 

heard  it. 

We  are  going  to  Bath  this  morning,  but  I  could  not  part 

vithout  telling  you  the  real  state  of  your  visit. 

t  am, 

dearest  Madam, 

Your  most  humble  Servant, 

Sam.  Johnson. 
Apr.  IS,  [776. 


To  Miss  Reynolds'. 
MV  DKAREST  DEAR, 

When  I  am  grown  better,  which  is,  I  hope,  at  no  great 
distance,  for  I  mend  gradually,  we  will  make  a  little  time  to 
ourselves,  and    look    over  your  dear   little  pruductlon.  and  try 


'  Samuel  Greaves,  wlio  after  Mr, 
ThraJe't  death  kept  the  Essex  Head, 
where  Johnson's  lut  dub  met.  Li/e, 
iv,  aS3  ;  ante,  \.  i\o  n. 

'  Murpliy'x  TArer  lVt£Jis  afttr 
^arria^fy  which  under  [he  title  of 
%%ntal  tv<  must  ail  come  to  had  been 
hissed  olTlliC  stage  in  1764,  w>ts  tc- 
vivcd  on  M;irch  30,  1776,  and  was 
successful.    yj/W.  AW.  H'og. 

■  From  a  copy  of  ilie  original  in  the 
possession  of  Lady  Colamb. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  recovering  from 
the  gout.  On  June  3  he  wrote  :^ 
*  1  Tcceirc  ladies  .ind  dismiss  tJiein 
sitting- — PainfuS pre-tminente'  IM- 
ters,  \.  403. 

He  more  than  once  corrected  Miss 
Rcynold-i's    productions.     Ante,   it. 

VOL.  rr.  G 


379  s.  In  bis  letter  to  her  of  Aprils, 
1782,  as  primed  in  the  Lttters,  H. 
349.  fr"ni  Croker's  lioswtU,  is  the 
following  pasMgtj:  — 

•Your  system  of  the  mental  fabric 
is  exceedingly  obscure,  and  without 
more  BlK^niion  tban  will  be  willingly 
bestowed  is  unintelligible.  Thcplans 
of  BunwbywilE  he  more  safely  under- 
stood, find  arc  often  charming.  I 
was  delighted  with  the  diflerent 
bounty  of  different  aKcs.' 

In  the  copy  of  the  original  sent 
me  by  Lady  Colomb  the  lust  parit- 
graph  runs ;— '  The  Ideas  of  Beauty 
will  be  more  easily  understood,  and 
arc  often  charming.  1  am  delighted 
with  the  different  beaui)'  of  different 
agc5.' 

g  to 
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to  make  it  such  as  we  may  both  like.     I  will  not  forget  tt,Dor 
ncglccl  it,  for  I  love  your  tenderness. 
I  am. 

Dear  Madam, 

Your  most  humble  Servant, 

SaM:  JohNSOS. 
June  1$,  I776> 


To  MKS  ReVNOLDS". 

Dear  Madam, 

I  want  no  company  but  yours  nor  wish  for  any  other    I  will 

M-aiC  on  you   on    Saturday,  and   am  so  well    Chat  I  am  vet; 

able  to  find  my  way  without  a  carnage, 

I  am, 

Dear  Madam, 

Your  most  humble  Servant 

Sam:  Jouksok. 


To  [Lucv  Porter*]. 
Dear  Madam, 

I  have  inclosed  Mr.  BusweU  answer. 

I  still  continue  better  than  when  you  saw  me,  but  am  not 
just  at  this  time  very  -well,  but  hope  to  mend  agnin.  Puhlkk 
affairs  remain  as  ihey  were-    Do  not  let  the  papers  fright  you  *, 

I  have  ordered  you  some  oisters  this  week,  which  I  hope  pW 


'  From  a  copy  of  the  original  in 
■he  possession  of  L^dy  Colonib. 

On  OcL  2;  Johnson  wrote  to  Mrs, 
Thrale:— 'On  Saturday  I  walked 
to  Dover-street  [Miss  Reynolds's 
lodging]  and  back. ...  I  am  to  din« 
with  Kenny  [Miss  Reynolds]  [o- 
morrow.'  iirW^n,  ii.  II5.  On  Oct. 
38  he  wrote  to   Mrs.  Tfaialc:— 'I 

dined  on  Tuesday  with ,  and 

hope  her  liitle  head  begins  to  settle. 
She  has,  however,  some  »cmplcs 
About  the  company  of  a  lady  whom 
she  has  lately  known.      I   pacified 


her  as  wdl  as  I  could.'  A  ii,  llfc- 
Tuesdnj  wu  ihc  36th :  90  ibtl  k 
lexA  Miss  RejmoldVs  littk  head  wUd 
was  beginiUDg  to  settle 

*  From  the  ongioKJ  ta  the  puMi 
sinn  of  Messn.  ].  Peuwo  ft  C*» 
5  PaU  Mall  Place,  London.  Pinrf 
this  letter  is  given  in  the  LfOen,t. 
139.  It  is  not  addressed,  fani  it«tf 
written  to  Johnson's  step-daa^bis, 
Lucy  Porter.    See  JA.  «.  i  ud  ItHk 

iii.  417. 

'  Thct«  was  fear  of  «o  ims* 
AtiU,  i.  203 ;  Lttiers,  IL  109,  ixl 

wi 
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will  get,  thoitgh  your  oisters  have  sometimes  miscarried '.    Write 
when  you  can.  j  ^^ 

My  dear, 

Your  humble  servant, 
Dec.  3. 1779-  ^AM:  JOHNSON. 

To  [the  Rev.  —  Allen  ^ 
SIR,  ['7«o-I 

Mr.  William  Shaw,  the  gentleman  from  whom  you  will 
receive  this,  is  a  studious  and  literary  man  ;  he  is  a  stranger,  and 
will  be  glad  to  be  introduced  into  proper  company;  and  he  is 
my  friend,  and  aay  civility  you  shall  shew  him  will  be  an 
obligation  on,  ci. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Sam.  Johnson. 

To  Miss  Thbale^ 

Dearest  Love,  iwiatcr  of  1784-3.1 

I  am   engaged   to    dinner  to  morrow,  of  which    I  foi^ot 


*  Johnson  sent  her  oysters  the 
following  spring,    l^tttrs,  \\,  134. 

'  From  the  original  in  the  possca- 
aion  of  Mr.  R.  li.  Adam  of  Buffalo. 
First  publiihed  in  Memoirs  ef  the 
U/t  and  Wriiings  of  Dr.  JoMnsoti, 
178S1  P-  IS6<  wberc  it  Is  sUtcd  that 
'  upon  Mr.  Shaw's  t'"ing  "^  actde  in 
K«nt  in  1780  aa  a  curate,  the  Dociat 
wrote  this  letter  to  Mr.  Allen,  the 
Vicar  of  St.  Nicholus,  Rochester,  ia 
his  favour.'  Mi.  Sliaw  published  a 
Caelift  Grammar  ami  Dictionary. 
H«  also  published  two  pamphlvTS 
on  the  Oumh  controversy.  See 
Lowndes's  Bibl.  Man.  ed.  1S71,  p. 

1738- 

•n  '777  Johnson  tried  to  get  him 
appointed  chaplain  '  to  one  of  the 
Dcw-iaised  regiments.'  Li/e,  ill.  214; 
(v.  35*- 


'  From  the  original  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Mr.  R,  B.  Adam  of  BuHaJo.  It 
was  sold    by   auction    on    Feb.  2S, 

1893.  for /3  5*- 

Johnson  wrote  to  Doswell  on  Dec. 
7,  1782:— 'Mrs.  Thratc  and  the 
three  Misses  are  now  for  the  winter 
in  Argyll-street,'  16.  iv.  157.  Uos- 
wcll  found  him  there  in  March.  17S3. 
/*.  p.  164.  Miss  Thrale  was  John- 
son's Qftetney.  B.  iii.  431.  She 
manied  Admiral  Viscount  Keith- 
Lttttfs,  i.  133,  n,  I.  On  Nov.  la. 
1781 ,  Johnson  wrote  to  her  mother : — 
'  1  have  a  rnind  to  look  on  Qiieeney 
as  my  own  dear  girl.'  lb.  ii.  354. 
He  sometimes  complains  of  her  nqc 
lect.  He  wrote.during  an  illness,  on 
D«c.  30,  1782 :  — '  Quccncy  never 
sent  me  a  kind  word.'  Ih.  11.  379 ; 
on  J  uly  5, 1 783 : — '  I  think  Quocney's 

2  ta 
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to  tell  you,  but  I  hope  you  will  favour  me  with  a  call  carl] 

Wednesday. 

I  am,  dearest, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

Sam:  JOHNSOI 

Monday,  l?th. 
To  Miss  Thrale,  No.  37.  Argyle  StncL 
Monday,  nioe  in  ihc  morning. 


To  Dk.  Taylok  '. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  you  are  not  well-    T  have  had  a 
troublesome  night   myself.     I  fancy  the  \^'cather  may  hurt 
if  lint  is  the  case,  we  may  hope  for  better  health  as  the 
advances, 

I  had  a  letter  last  night  from  Mr.  Langley  •,  which  I 
shew  you  to  morrow ;  which  will  1  believe  iucliiie  you  lo  doull 
Mr.  Flint's  veracity',  yet  I  believe  it  will  be  best  for  the  Gtrl 
to  take  the  money  offered  them,  but  you  shall  consider  it  t 
morrow. 

I  am, 
Sir, 

Your,  &c 

Sam:  JohnsO! 

I  shall  come  to  morrow  early  in  the  evening. 

March  3.  1783. 

To  the  Reverend  Doctor  Taylor 

Endorsed  in  another  hand,  3  March,  1782. 


silence  has  something  diber  of  lazi- 
ness or  unkindness,'  Lttteri,\\.i\6\ 
on  March  16,  1784,  'Miss  Thrale 
rather  neglects  me.'  lb.  ii.  584  ;  on 
June  36, 1784  :— 'Mydcai  girls  aecm 
all  to  forget  inc.'  J&.  ii.  404.  They 
had  Iroublts  of  their  own  with 
their  mother's  second  marringe. 
Qucene/  visilcd  him  in  his  last  ill- 
ness-   Life.  iv.  339.  n.  3. 

'  From  the  original  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Mr.  S,  J.  Uavcy,  47  Great 


KuskU  Street,  Londoo. 

'  The  head  master  of  Ashbou 
Grammar  School.    /*.  iii.  138, 

'  Mr.  Rint  had  married  a 
Mrs.  Collier,  who  had  brought 
Johnson  thought,  about  jCzoa  a  yeaj 
She  was  dead,  and  he  apparent)] 
was  frying  to  keep  from  her  daughta 
by  her  Rr&t  husband  a  part  of  ha 
property  which  they  claimed.  Sq 
Lelten,   ii.  263,  36j,  270,  278, 

SB3. 
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Sir, 


To  THE  RE.V.  James  Comfton'. 


Your  business,  I  suppose,  is  in  a  way  of  as  easy  prt^ess 
»s  such  business  ever  has.  It  is  seldom  that  event  keeps  pace 
with  expectation. 

The  scheme  of  your  book  I  cannot  say  that  [  fully  comprehend. 
I  would  not  have  you  ask  !ess  than  an  hundred  guineas,  for  it 
seems  a  large  octavo.  Go  to  Mr.  Davies  in  Russel  Street',  shew 
him  this  letter,  and  shew  him  the  book  if  he  desires  to  see  it. 
He  will  tell  you  what  hopes  you  may  form,  and  to  what  Book- 
seller you  should  apply. 

If  you  succeed  in  selling  your  book,  you  may  do  better  than 
by  dedicating  it  to  me.  You  may  perhaps  obtain  permission 
to  dedicate  it  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  or  to  Dr.  Vyse*. 
and  make  way  by  your  book  to  more  advantage  than  I  can 
procure  you. 

Please  to  tell  Mrs.  Williams  that  [  grow  better,  and  that  I  wish 
to  know  how  she  goes  on.     You,  Sir,  may  write  for  her  to, 

Sir, 
Your  most  humble  Servant, 

SAM:  Johnson. 

Oct.  24,  178a. 
To  Ibc  Reverend  Mr.  Compton.    To  be  sent  to  Mrs.  WiUiams. 


To  Mtss  Reyxolds*. 
Dear  Madam, 

Instead  of  having  me  at  your  table,  which  cannot,  I  fear. 


'  From  the  facsimile  in  Scrifmer'i 
Mapuine,  Seplcmb«i,  [}<94,  |).  344  ; 
published  also  in  Undertrusk  by 
Junes  T.  rields,  Boston,  Sth  cd.,  p.  1 7. 

Mr.  Fictcis  found  this  letter  in  a 
copy  of  Jiatst/iu  purchased  at  a 
second-hand  booknhop. 

For  an  account  of  Compton,  whom 
Jobnson  had  known  in  Paris  as  a 
Ilenediainc  monk,  see  Letien,  ii. 
»7l,  39a. 


His  book,  it  seems,  was  never  pob- 
Eishcd.  There  is  no  mention  of  it 
in  the  Catalogue  of  the  Dritish 
Museum,  or  of  him  in  the  Dictionary 
of  Nationat  Biegrapky. 

'  AftU.i.  427;  ii.  61. 

*  Rector  of  Lambeth.    LtlUrs,  ii. 

14- 

'  From  the  original  in  tbc  posses- 
sion of  Messrs.  J.  Pearson  &.  Co., 
5  Pall  Mali  Place,  London. 

quickly 


45* 


Letters  of  Dr.  Johnson. 


quickly  h^tppen,  come,  if  you  can,  to  dine  this  day  whb  me. 
It  will  give  pleasure  to  a  &ick  friend  *. 

I  am. 
Madam, 

Yours  aiTectioiiatety, 
OcL  .3.1785.  Sam:  JOIiNSON. 

To  Mrs.  Reynolds'. 


Sir, 


To  Mr.  Sastrks  '. 


I  am  very  much  displeased  with  myself  for  my  a 
on  Monday.      I  had  totally  forgotten  my  cngi^cmcnt 

and  Mr. ,  for  which  I  desire  you  to  make  my  apologies  10 

Mr. ,  and  tell  him  that  if  he  will  give  me  leave  to  rcpa)rlB 

visit,  I  will  take  the  first  opportunity  of  waiting  on  him. 

I  am, 
Sir, 
Your  most  humble  servant, 

Sam:  JoilNSOlf. 

AprUa5,[i?84.] 

April  26t  Evtnioi:- 
To  Mr.  Sastres,  ax  Mr.  —  Bookseller  io  Mortimer  Street  *,  OKferd  ftaad. 


SIR, 


To  GRirrrTH  Jonks*. 


You  are  accustomed  to  consider  Advertisements,  and  W 
observe  what  stile  has  most  effect  upon  the  I'ubh'ck.    1  ^ 


<  He  had  written  to  her  00 
Oct.  I  :— '  I  am  very  »"  indeed. ...  To 
my  other  aflOictlons  a  added  soli- 
tude." Letien,  ii.  337.  On  the  27th 
he  wrote  to  Mrs,  Thrale: — '  I  hsve 
now  neither  pain  oor  sickness. .  . . 
But  I  am  very  solitary.'    /).  p.  345. 

'  Miss  Reynolds,  who  was  liifty- 
four  years  old,  in  acMTdance  with 
Ibc  common  custom,  was  now  digni- 
fied as  Mrs.  Reynolds,  lb.  i.  367, 
w.  4- 

'  From  a  copy  of  the  oripnal  in 
the   possessioa  of  Mi.  Th&chcr  of 


Albany,  New  York,  forwarded  »« 
by  Professor  Loun^ury  of  Yalcab 
infomis  me  thai  ihe  blanks  in  ik 
letterstand  Toranaine  thai  bu be 
most  carefully  obliterated. 

*  Johnson  wrote  10  Sastiei  * 
Au^st  xt,  1784: — *  I  am  gUdM 
a  letter  has  at  last  reaeked  ym 
what  became  of  the  two  femia,i^ 
were  directed  to  .Stortimtr  iutt' 
tA  Ariu^,irrl-stnct,  I  have  no 
of  knowing.'     U,  ii,  414, 

*  From  the   £urofie^m  Mt 
for  September,  179S,  p.  163. 
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think  it  a  favour  if  you  wiH  be  pleased  to  take  the  trouble 
of  digging  twelve  lines  of  common  sense  out  of  this  strange 
■cribble,  and  insert  it  three  times  in  The  Daily  Advtrliser^  at 
the  expence  of,  gj^ 

L  Your  humble  servant, 

P  Sam:  Johnson. 

I  Octg. 

I        Please  to  return  me  the  paper. 


To  Mrss  Revnolds, 

Endoslng  a  letter  to  be  sent  in  her  name  to  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds '. 

DEAK  BkOTIIER,  [Umbtcd.] 

I  know  that  complaincrs  arc  never  welcome  yet  you  must 

allow  nte  to  complain  of  your  unkindness,  becaust:  it  ties  heavy 


*  From  the  original  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Lady  Colomb. 

Mi»»  Reynolds  fur  miuiy  years  kept 
faoiue  lor  h«  liroiher.  Nurthcott,  in 
1771,  writing  to  his  brother  during 
Reynolds's  alwence  from  home, 
says : — '  He  never  wriies  to  her,  and, 
between  ourselves,  I  believe  but  sel- 
dom converses  rs  we  used  tci  do  in 
our  family.  I  found  she  IcneM'  no- 
thing of  his  having  invited  me  to  be 
his  scholar  and  live  in  the  house  till 
I  told  her  of  it.  She  has  ibc  com- 
nuuid  ol  the  household  and  the  ser- 
TAiits  us  much  as  he  has,'  He  knew 
thai  Johnson  liad  written  a  letter  in 
ber  oarae,  which,  he  uiid,  must  have 
been  detected  from  the  dt<;tiun.  It 
began  :— '  I  am  well  aware  ihai 
complaints  are  always  odious,  but 
complain  1  must.'  As  it  is  unlikely 
Uial  Johnson  wrote  twolcllcisNorvli- 
coie's  memory  was  too  weak  or  his 
imagfination  too  strong  to  ^ve  a 
correct  report. 

Her  cbanictcr  was  (he  opposite  of 
her  braiher's.  Mmc.  D'Atblay  dc- 
•ciibcs  her  as  '  living  in  an  habitual 


perplexity  of  mind  and  irresolution 
of  conduct,  which  to  hcrscll  was  lest- 
l^sly  tormcnling,  and  to  all  around 
her  w^s  leasingly  wearisome.'  She 
dcscribt'E '  hci  excessive  oddness  and 
absurdity.'  After  leavin);  her  brother's 
house  she  returned  to  Devonshire. 
'In  a  rough  draft  of  one  of  her  letters 
she  Kiys :— "The  height  of  my  desire 
is  to  be  able  lo  spend  a  lew  montlis 
in  the  year  near  the  arts  and  sciences, 
but  if  you  think  that  it  will  rather 
bring  my  charaacr  in  question,  for 
my  brother  to  be  in.  London,  and 
1  not  at  his  house,  I  will  content 
myself  with  residing  at  Windsor-'" 
In  the  end  she  lodged  with  Hoole, 
the  translator  of  Ariosto,  Nortb- 
coic's  Reytufldi,  \.  303 ;  Taylor's  A'^j^ 
notds,  i.  gi,  416;  Mme.  O'Arblay's 
Diary,  ii.  319. 

Reynolds  seems  to  have  had  but 
little  sympathy  with  bis  sisters.  Lady 
Colomb  has  the  original  of  the  fol- 
lowing letter  written  to  him  by  one 
of  them;— 

'  Thy  soul  is  a  shocking  spectacle 
of  poverty.    When  thy  ouuide  is,  as 

at 
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at  my  heart  and  because  [  am  not  conscious  that  I  ever  dcicrvcd 
it.  r  have  not  perhaps  been  always  careful  enough  lo  pkasc  but 
you  can  charge  me,  and  I  can  chai^  myself  with  no  offence 
which  a  Broihcr  may  not  forijive. 

If  you  a^k  mc  what  I  suffer  from  you.  I  can  answer  tlui 
1  suffer  too  much  in  the  lo<d  of  your  notice;  but  to  that  is 
added  the  ni^lcct  of  the  world  which  is  the  consequence  of  yours. 

[f  you  a.sk  what  will  satisfy  me,  I  shall  be  satisfied  with  tuch 
a  degree  of  attention  when  I  visit  you,  as  may  set  me  above  the 
contempt  of  your  .servants,  with  your  calling  now  and  then  at  my 
lodgings  and  with  your  inviting  roe  from  time  to  time  with 
such  parties  as  I  may  properly  appear  in.  Thi^  is  not  much  for 
a  »slcr  who  has  at  least  done  you  no  harm,  and  this  I  hope  >-ou 
will  promise  by  your  answer  to  this  letter ;  for  a  refusal  will  give 
mc  more  pain  than  you  can  desire  or  intend  to  inflict. 

I  am,  &c. 

Dear  Madam, 
This  is  my  letter,  which  at  least  I  like  better  than  youri. 
But  take  your  choice,  and  if  you  like  mine  alter  any  thing  that 
you  think  not  ladylike.     I  shall  call  at  about  one. 


Sir  Joshua  RBiii«ot4>s  to  Miss  Reykolds*. 

Dear  Sistfr, 

I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  and  generous 


ihy  inside  now  is.  as  I  told  tbce  ten 
year  Mnce  I  will  not  shut  (he  door 
ifptiTiiX  ihce.  Uui  it  may  be,  thy 
soul  is  f>aM  nil  recovery.  ITso,  Ishall 
never  sec  ihcc  more.  Thy  vinsitation 
is  not  yet  come  :  and  who  knou.-5  in 
what  shape  it  will  come :  or  whether 
it  will  cncne  «l  all.  Wo  be  to  lhe«  if 
it  docs  not  come. 

From  thy  ticsi  friend 

ELIZ.  JOHNSOM. 
Nfv.  S/A,  t??6.' 

She  declined  his  offer  to  receive 
into  his  hnuM  one  of  her  sons  'who 
had  shown  some  i:tlcnt  in  drawing.' 
Taylor's  Reynolds,  i.  461. 


'  From  the  original  in  the  insso- 
sionofLady  Colomb.  This  teneiti 
endoncd  by  Mbs  Reynolds:— 'I  bt- 
licve  in  '81.' 

'  On  Aug.  3j,  17S0,  JobasoB  nole 
to  Mrs.  Thrale :— '  I  twTC  WA  diaed 
out  for  some  lime  but  with  Rcinj 
[Miss  Reynolds]  or  Sir  Joshoa  -,  vA 
next  week  Sir  Joshua  goes  10  Devw- 
sh  ire,  and  Rcnny  to  Ricbmoad,  ud 
I  am  left  by  myself.'  Lrttfr%,  Bl  aw. 
*Sir  Joshua's  house  i«  ddightfiVy 
situated,  almost  at  the  top  of  Rkk- 
mond  H  ill'  M  tne.  D'.^bUy**  Dmy 
ii.  143- 
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offer  in  regard  to  the  house  at  Kichtnond,  not  only  in  gn-ing  me 
leave  to  use  it  occasionally  but  c\'en  as  long  as  I  live,  provided 
1  will  give  it  to  you,  but  as  I  have  no  such  ihouijht  :it  present 
1  can  only  thank  you  for  your  kindness.  Tho  I  am  much  older 
than  you  I  hope  I  am  nnt  yet  arrived  to  dotage  as  you  seem  to 
think  I  am,  voluntarily  to  put  myself  in  the  situation  of  receiving 
the  favour  of  living  in  my  own  house  instead  of  conferring  the 
favour  of  letting  you  live  in  it. 

I  am  your  most  aiTcctionate  Brother, 

J.  Reynolds. 
X  have  enclosed  a  Bank  Bill  often  Pounds'. 


From  James  Boswell  to  Sir  Joshua  REYMOLtw'. 

Edinburgh,  6  Februax]',  17S4. 


I       Mv  Dear  Sir, 

I  long  exceedingly  to  hear  from  you.  Sir  William  Forbes-' 
brought  me  good  accounts  of  you,  and  Mr.  Temple*  sent  me  very 
pleasing  intelligence  concerning  the  fair  Palmcria '.  But  a  line 
or  t«-o  from  yourself  is  the  next  thing  to  seeing  yoii. 

My  anxiety  about  Dr,  Johnson  is  truly  great.  I  had  a  letter* 
from  him  within  these  six  weeks,  written  with  his  usual  acuteness 
and  vigour  of  mind  But  he  complained  sadly  of  the  state  of 
his  health ;  and  I  have  been  informed  since,  that  he  is  worse. 
I  intend  to  be  in  London  next  month,  chiefly  to  attend  upon  him 
with  respectful  affection.  Rut  in  the  mean  time,  it  will  be  a  great 
favour  done  mc,  if  you  who  knuw  him  so  well,  will  be  kind 
enough  to  let  me  know  particularly  how  he  is'. 


'  •  In  a  rough  draft  of  one  of  her 
letters  she  adverts  !□  the  income 
aJlowct)  her  by  her  brothrr,  as  suffi- 
cicDI  to  keep  her  wilhJn  the-  sphere 
of  gcntiUiy,  "  without  pecuniary 
schemes  to  nibc  it  higher."'  He 
left  her  /s.joo  in  the  Funtla  for 
life;  10  his  nivte  Mrs.  Gwatkin  he 
left  four  times  its  much  Jibsoluicly, 
while  Miss  I'almcr  inherited  nearly 
jfiocMXio.  Taylor's  Rtynaids,  \.  92 ; 
ii.  63;. 


'  From  th«  original  in  the  posses- 
sion  of  Lady  Cotomb. 

'  Ann,  ii.  195;  /J/c,  V.  34. 

'  The  gramlfalhcr  of  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,     l-i/f,  i>  436- 

^  I^bablySirJoshua'snieccMary 
Palmer. 

*  /*.  iv.  248. 

'  Johnson  wrote  to  Hoswell  on 
Feb.  11:—'  I  hear  of  many  enquiries 
which  your  kiniJness  has  disposed 
you  10  make  iifier  me.'    li>.  iv.  259. 

1  hope 
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I  hope  Mr.  Dilly  conveyed  to  you  my  Letter  on  the  State  of 
the  Nation '/^tf.m  M^  ^tt/^fW.  I  know  your  political  prindpVe*, 
and  indeed  your  settled  system  of  thinking  upon  a'vil  society 
and  subordination,  to  be  according  to  my  own  heart.  And 
therefore  I  doubt  not  you  will  approve  of  my  honest  zeal.  But 
what  mocvitrQus  effects  of  Party  do  wc  now  see  1  1  am  really 
vexed  at  the  conduct  of  some  of  our  friends '. 

Amidst  the  conflict,  our  friend  of  Port  Elliot  is  with  much 
propriety  created  a  Peer'.  Hut  why  o  why  did  he  not  obt^n  the 
title  of  Baron  Mahogtuty'}  Genealogists  and  Heralds  wDnld 
have  had  curious  work  of  it  to  explain  and  illustrate  ihst 
title. 

I  ever  am  witli  sincere  regard. 
My  Dear  Sir, 

Your  anectionate 

bumble  scni-ant. 
James  Boswelu 


■  Ufi,  iv.  35S,  a6o-i. 

*  Johnson  wrote  to  UoswcU  on  Feb. 
37 : — *  1  am  very  murh  of  ynur 
opinion,  and,  tilce  you,  ieel  gieat  in- 
dignation  nt  the  indecency  with  wbicb 
the  King  la  every  day  treated.'  /*. 
iv.  a6i. 

The  straggle  between  ihe  late  Co- 
nlition  Ministry  and  tlic  Kinj;  iind 
I'in  wjis  still  guing  on.  Among  those 
whom  BoswcllaUli' our  friends'  was 
Burke. 

'  He  bnd  been  raised  to  the  peer- 
age) under  the  title  of  Baron  Eliot  of 
.St  Genti;ins,  in  a  lime  orf  ^eal  dis- 
honour. '  Pitt's  cousin,  Earl  Temple, 
had  been  In  the  royiil  closet,  And  had 
there  bL-un  nuthiirised  to  let  it  be 
known  that  His  M»jest)'  would  con- 
sider all  who  voted  for  the  billJFox'fi 
India  till]  as  bis  enemies.  The 
it;  no  mini  00  s  comtnlssion  was  per- 
formed ;  and  instantly  a  troop  of 
Lords  of  the  Uedchambcr.  of 
Bilhops  who  wished  to  be  itanslaied, 


and  of  Scotch  peers  who  wJthAd  10 
be  tc-elcctcd  made  baste  to  ^tan^ 
sidc&.'  Macnulay's  Mitt.  Writrnp, 
ed.  1S71,  p.  407.  On  Dee  }p,  17SJ, 
HoTitcv  Walpoi;  wrote  {Lttt«r$f  vis. 
447): — 'Th^  arc  crying  Pcoajjes 
about  thestrrets  in  barrows,  and  cao 
get  none  off.'  At  the  gencnd  cfectkui 
of  1780  tliot  bad  been  opposed  to 
the  King's  party.  Gibbon,  who  )o«t 
hi«  »eai,  writes:— 'Mr.  Klltot  was 
now  deeply  engaged  in  the  nMasm 
€>f  o)>poitition,  and  the  electon  *i 
Liskeard  aic  conununly  d  the  ume 
opinion  as  Mr.  EJioi.'  Gibbon'* 
Miu.  IVtftis,  V.  3j8. 

*  At  a  diniier  at  Sir  Jotbua  Rey- 
nolds', in  1781, '  Mr.  Eliot  mentioood 
a  curious  liquor  peculiar  to  bn 
country,  which  the  Cotnish  fisbcf 
men  drink.  They  call  it  Atalt^gwif ; 
and  it  is  made  of  two  parts  sio.  ail 
one  pan  treacle,  well  beaiea  ugetlMr.' 
U/t,  iv.  ;s. 

James 
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..     ,  Jam£S  Boswej,l  to  Lord  Thublow. 

MY  Lord, 

Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  though  wonderfully  recovered  from 
a  ccmpHcation  of  dangerous  illness,  is  by  no  means  well,  and 
I  have  reason  to  think  that  his  valuable  life  cannot  be  preserved 
long,  without  the  benignant  influence  of  a  southern  climate. 

It  would  therefore  be  of  very  great  monncnt  were  he  to 
go  to  Italy  before  Winter  sets  in ;  and  I  know  he  wishes  it 
much.  But  the  objection  is  that  his  pension  of  £y>o  a  year 
would  not  be  sufficient  to  defray  his  expence,  and  make  it 
convenient  for  Mr.  Sastres,  an  ingenious  and  worthy  native  of  that 
country,  and  a  teacher  of  Italian  here,  to  accompany  him  '- 

As  I  am  well  assured  of  your  Lordship's  regard  for  Dr.  Johnson 
r  presume,  without  his  knowledge,  so  far  to  indulge  my  anxious 
concern  for  him,  as  to  intrude  upon  your  Lordship  with  this 
suggestion,  being  persuaded  that  if  a  representation  of  the  matter 
were  to  be  made  to  his  Majesty  by  proper  authority  the  Royal 
Bounty  would  be  extended  in  a  suitable  manner. 

Your  Lordship  I  cannot  doubt,  will  forgive  me  for  taking  this 
liberty,  I  even  flatter  myself  you  wilt  approve  of  it.  I  am  to 
set  out  for  Scotland  on  Monday  morning;  so  thai  if  your  Lord- 
ship should  have  any  commands  for  me,  as  to  this  pbus  n^otia- 
tion,  you  will  be  pleased  to  send  them  before  that  time.  But 
Sir  Ja'Oiua  Reynolds,  with  whom  I  have  consulted,  will  be  here. 
and  will  gladly  give  all  attention  to  it. 

■  I  am  with  very  great  respect, 

^^^^^  My  Lord, 

^^^^^P  Your  Lordship's  most  obedient 

^^V  and  most  humble  servant, 

^^^  James  Boswell. 

I         General  Paoli'i,  Upper  Stymour  Street,  Portman  Square  ■*. 
I  a4j«ne,  1784. 

I         •  Fro 


From  the  copy  in  BoawcH's  hand- 
writing of  ihe  origifial.  This  copy 
Boswell,  no  tioubt,  had  given  to 
Reynolds,  when,  an  scUJn^'  out  fur 
Scotland,  he  left  the  munagcincnl  of 
Ihe 'pious  negotiation 'described  in 
the  letter  iaSirJoshua'Bhands.  L'fi, 
iv.  336,  339.    For  Tburlow's  an&wcr 


see  it.  p.  336  ;  ante.  i.  441.  For  tbts 
interesiing  letter  1  am  indebted  to 
Lfldy  Colomb. 

'  In  the  U/e  there  is  no  mention  of 
Snstres  us  his  companion,  though 
his  ^olng  explains  wliy  a  larger  sum 
«fas  required. 

'  '  I  was  (writes   Boswell)  enter- 

SlK 
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SlK  JOSHVA  REVyoLDS  TO  JaUES  BOSWCU.*. 

This  being  St  LuWs  day,  the  Company  of  Painters  dine  in 
iheir  Hall  in  the  City,  to  which  I  am  invited  and  desired  to  bring 
any  friend  with  me. 

As  you  love  to  see  life  tn  all  its  modes  if  you  have  a  miod 

to  go  I  will  can  [iiV]  you  about  two  o'clock,  the  black-guards 

dine  at  half  an  hour  after '. 

Yours, 

J.  Reynolds; 

Jamci  Ko«««ll,  £k|. 


Dh.  Adaus  to  Dr.  Scott  *. 

Ozferd,  Feb.  8.  17S5. 

Dear  Sir, 
We  have  received  a  most  a^rceabJe  Token  of  our  Friend 
Dr.  Johnson's  Regard  for  his  College  in  a  Present  of  his  Booki 
and  of  his  Publications  of  c\'cry  kind  which  he  sent  u*  a  Uttk 
before  his  death ",  Mr.  Sei^ovc  informs  roc  that  there  are  some 
literarj'  Anecdotes  found  among  his  Papers  which  you  have  had 
ihc  Kind  Thought  of  depositing  likewise  in  our  Library ',  These 


tainsd  with  ihe  kindest  altenlion  as 
Gtnenl  Pnnli's  consunt  gunt  wluls 
[  was  in  London,  till  I  had  a  houte 
of  my  own  there."    Life,  iii.  35. 

'  From  the  original  in  the  posscs< 
sion  of  Lady  Colomb. 

'Mr.  Camden,  the  famous  anti- 
quarian, whose  Tiithcr  wns  a  painter 
in  the  Old  Baiky.  gave  the  Painter 
Slainen*  Company  r  itiU«f  cup  and 
cover,  which  they  use  ev«r)'  St.  Luke's 
dEiy  At  their  clcaion  :  the  old  Master 
diinkin^  to  the  one  then  elected  out 
of  it.*  Uodsley's  Lonthn,  i?6i,  v. 
103. 

*  Reynolds  at  home  always 'dined 
at  fire  o'clock  precisely.'  North* 
cote's  fieyiiolits,  ii.  95.  Hii  strong 
language  is  pcrliaps  due  t«  bis  vexa- 


tion at  losing  tvo  or  three  hoan  o( 
his  working-daf ;  '  none  of  bis  boon 
were  ever  >pcat  iq  idkocss,  or  loM  in 
dissipation.'    J/>.\.  119. 

*  From  the  original  tn  thepo<K»- 
Mon  of  Air.  K.  B.  Adam. 

Dr.  Adams  was  the  MaKct  d 
Pembroke  Colkce ;  Dr.  Scott  (a^ 
wards  Lord  Stovnell)  was  one  of  Cbt 
executors  of  Johnson's  will.     Li/f,  r*. 

403,  IV.  3. 

'  According  u>  Dr.  HaU,  who  wu 
elected  Master  in  1809,  the  CoOist 
did  not  receive  all   his  works.    A 

i.  74.  «•  3- 

*  In  the  Library  there  are  maay 
of  Johnson's  manuscripts,  tmi  m 
literary  anecdotes. 

win 
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will  be  most  thankfully  accepted  under  any  conditions  that  you 
are  pleased  to  prescribe.  They  shall  be  preserved  among  the  few 
M55.  and  rarer  Books  which  are  locked  up  from  view  and  will 
greatly  enrich  this  collection.  He  tells  me  also  that  he  apprized 
you  of  a  sort  of  promise  which  he  thought  the  Doctor  had  made 
us  of  his  Picture.  But  this  is  more  than  wc  have  a  right  to  say. 
We  had  indeed  formed  to  ourselves  an  expectation  of  this  kind 
which  was  grounded  wholly  on  the  following  incident.  The 
Doctor  found  in  my  Parlour  some  time  ago  a  Print  of  himself 
which  belonged  to  our  Common  Room ;  under  which  I  had 
just  then  caused  to  be  written  a  Line  of  his  Favourite  Miss 
Hannah  More,  'And  is  not  Johnson  ours  himself  an  Host',' 
with  which  he  seemed  well  pleased.  This  gave  occasion  to  my 
Daughter  to  whom  he  was  always  very  partial'  to  say  [piece 
torn  off]  to  have  his  Picture  in  the  Hall,  and  to  hope  that  he 
would  oblige  us  with  it-  His  answer  was  that  he  had  no  Right 
10  be  placed  among  the  Founders  and  Benefactors  of  the  College 
in  the  Hall ;  thai  the  most  he  could  aspire  to  would  be  a  Place 
in  the  Lodgings,  if  the  Master  could  find  RocJm  for  his  Picture 
there.  This  we  were  willing  to  construe  as  an  intention  to 
comply  with  our  Wi5hes  and  flattered  ourselves  accordingly. 
Should  his  Executors  inclitie  to  put  the  same  coastniclion  upon 
this,  and  have  it  in  their  power  to  fulfill  this  intention,  they 
would  confer  the  highest  obligation  upon  us.  It  would  indeed 
be  a  singular  pleasure  and  matter  of  useful  Reflection  to  have 
his  Portrait  always  before  us  as  the  Memorial  of  one  who 
excelled  in  every  Virtue  and  was  so  great  an  Ornament  to  the 
College'.     The  Doctor's  last  visit  was  I  believe  to  this  College. 


'  Ante,  ii.  199. 

*  *  She  liappcned  to  tell  htm  tliat 
s  Hide  coHfee-pot,  in  u-hicli  she  had 
made  hii  (»A«e,  wiis  the  oaly  thing 
»be  could  Ciill  her  own.  lie  turned 
lohcrwithacomplncenl  galliiniry;^ 
"  Won'i  siiy  so,  my  dear :  1  hope  you 
don't  recknn  my  heart  as  nothing."' 
U/(,  vs.  293. 

'  His  portrait  by  Reynolds,  the 
gift  of  tbi-  laic  Mr.  Andrew  Spotiis- 


woode,  hangs  in  the  Common  Room. 
A  copy  of  llic  purtrail  of  liiin  by 
Reynolds  in  the  Nalional  Gallery, 
taken  by  Miss  Leveson,  tlie  d.iughlcr 
of  the  Scribe  of  the  jobnson  Club, 
and  given  by  her  to  the  College, 
han^  in  the  halL  There  also  is  to  be 
seen  a  eopy  of  a  partrail  of  Ur.  Adams ; 
it  is  to  be  hoped  tliat  some  d^y 
if  will  be  replaced  by  the  original 
pteiure, 

Wc 
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We  had  much  serious  Talk  tc^ther  during  the  few  days  that 
staid  with  me:  for  which  I  ought  to  be  the  better  as  long 
I  live '.  He  took  a  most  afTecting  Leave  of  me,  still  saying  t 
he  would  come  again  soon. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  the  most  perfect  Esteem, 
Your  affectionate 

and  obedient  Servant, 

W.  Adams 

To  Dr.  Scott  at  Doctors  Commons. 

*  He  used  the  same  words  in  «  letter  to  Boswell  written  a  few  days  ia 
Life,  iv.  376. 
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ADDENDA 


{Vol.  i,  aSs.) 

For  3  criticism,  mosl  likely  by  Malone,  of  Mrs.  Piozii's  anecdote  of 
llie  dinner  at  a  nobleman's  house,  see  jUfi,  iv.  343. 

Swift's  hatred  of  the  world  and  love  of  certain  individuals,  to  which 
Johnson  refers,  was  expressed  in  a  letter  to  Pope,  dated  September  29. 
1725.  in  which  he  says:  'I  have  ever  hated  all  nations,  professions, 
and  communilies  :  and  all  my  love  is  towards  individuals ;  for  instance, 
I  hate  the  tribe  of  Ifiwyers,  but  I  love  Counsellor  such  a  one  and  judge 
such  »  one.  It  is  so  with  physicians  (I  will  not  speak  of  my  own  trade), 
soldiers,  Enghsh,  Scotch,  French,  and  the  rest.  But  principally  I  hate 
and  detest  that  aninwl  called  man.  although  I  heartily  love  Jolni,  Peter, 
Thomas,  and  so  forth.'    Swift's  Works,  ed.  1803^  xvii.  211. 

(r^/.  i-  342.) 

Mr.  R,  B.  Adam,  of  Buffalo,  has  in  his  colleclion  three  impressions 
of  J.  Heath's  engraving  of  the  first  portrait  of  Johnson  painted  by 
Keynolds.  '  I  found,'  writes  Boswell, '  that  I  hsd  a  %-ery  perfect  idea  of 
Johnson's  figure  from  the  portrait  of  him  painted  by  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds  soon  after  he  had  published  his  Didionary,  in  the  attitude 
of  sitting  in  his  easy  chair  in  deep  meditalion,  which  was  the  first 
picture  his  friend  did  for  him,  which  Sir  Joshua  very  kindly  jiresenled 
to  Die,  and  from  which  an  engraving  has  been  made  for  this  work.' 
Zifi,  i.  392.     See  also  ib.  iv.  423  n. 

The  last  of  the  three  impressions  is  of  the  engraving  as  it  was 
published.  On  the  margins  of  the  first  and  second  are  the  followinji 
inscriptions  in  Boswell's  handwriting : — 
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1. 

*Thu  is  the  tint  impression  oT  lh«  Pbt«  sAer  Mr.  Heath  llie  Eo 
tbooght  it  was  (mish«<L     He  went  with  me  to  Sir  Joshua  Rcyt»«U!i'«,  i 
stigl^esied  that  th«  countenance  was  too  young  and  not  tboaghtfu!  eixM 
Mr.  Heath  therefore  alterc<t  tl  w  much  to  its  arlv.ifitagc  that  Sir  Joshm ' 
qaitc  s.-tti«lic<I,  and  Hc%th  then  saw  sucli  a  dilTercnce  that  he  said  he 
not  for  a  thousand  pounds  have  had  it  rvmaiD  »a  it  vras.' 

II. 

'Second  Iinpmsion  of  Dr.  [ahnsoo's  Portnit  after  tlve  Pb.ie  had 
improved  by  Sir  Joshua  Kcynolds's  stifjgestions.   Mr.  Heaitb  afterwards  j 
)l «  few  ndililionnl  iwuchet' 

Among  other  treasures  Mr.  Adam  has  a  copy  of  the  fifth  editioo  «f 
Goldsmith's  TrtaxUcr^  with  the  following  inscription  on  the  uUe-page 
in  Boswell'8  handwriting: — 

'  In  Spring  1773  Ur.  Johnson  at  my  denire  nuirked  with  a  peodl  the  Sues 
is  thii  iidinixable  poem  which  he  furnished,  «£. !.  18  on  p.  23.  and  from  the 
3  line  on  the  last  page  to  the  end  except  the  last  couplet  but  one.  Thoe 
(he  said)  are  all  of  whidi  t  can  be  sore.'    See  Life,  il.  6 ;  wt/^,  ii  333. 

(Vol  i.  419,  H.  8.) 
The  contempt  which  Johnson  showed  (ot  George  Ill's  meola]  po«<r 

WAS  expressed  also  by  him  at  Edinburgh,  if  we  could  tnist  the  foDowing 
passage  in  The  Jacobite  Lairiis  of  Gask,  by  J.  L,  Kington  Olif 
1870,  p.  377  ' :  ■  Bishop  Forbes,  nonjuror  rogue,  is  writing.  *'  You 
the  famous  Dr.  Johnson  has  been  among  us ;  several  anecdotes  couU 
I  give  you  of  hin\  but  one  is  most  singular.  Dining  one  day  al  Cfae 
tabic  of  one  of  the  Lords  of  Session,  the  company  stumbled  t^Hn 
characters,  particularly,  it  would  appear,  of  kings.  'Well,  well,"  said 
the  hluff  Doctor,  'George  the  First  was  a  robber,  George  the  Second 
a  fool,  and  Ocorse  the  Third  is  an  idiot.'  How  the  company  stand 
I  leave  you  to  jud^'c  ;  it  was  far  from  being  polite,  especialJy  coasiiSeriag 
the  table  at  which  he  was  entertained,  and  that  he  himself  is  a  pensiotia' 
at  £500  [£300]  a  year."' 

The  only  Lord  of  Session  at  whose  house  Johnson  dined  1 
Hailes.  Of  this  dinner  Boswell  records :  '  We  spent  a  most 
day ;  but  again  I  must  lament  that  I  was  so  indolent  as  to  let  alnuut  al 
thai  passed  evaporate  into  oblivion.'  Many  years  later  Hailes  sent  hiB 
•what  he  could  recollect,'  which  was  next  to  nothing.  "Was  it  upaa 
that  occasion  (he  wrote),  that  Johnson  expressed  no  curiosity  to  seethe 
room  at  Dumfemiline,  where  Charles  I  was  bom ?  "I  know  thai  he 
wa.<i  bom  (said  he);  no  matter  where."  Did  be  envy  us  the  btiibfihce 
of  the  King  ?  *     Life,  v.  398. 

'  Tbis  piiB'Spe  wi's  shawn  me  by  Mt.  W.  Keith  Lctik,  who 
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Lord  Hailcs's  recollection,  if  he  is  right  as  to  the  occasion  when  this 
talk,  took  place,  certainly  tends  to  confinn  one  part  of  Forbea's  anecdote — 
the  company  did  stumble  upon  kings.  Nevertheless,  I  doubt  much  tbe 
story.  In  the  first  place,  Forbes,  it  is  clear,  was  not  at  the  dinner 
himself.  Whatever  was  said  reached  him  second-hand.  A  nonjuror 
would  eagerly  catch  at  any  report  against  a  Hanoverian  King.  His 
'willingness  to  believe'  he  would  easily  have  'advanced  to  conviction.' 
The  stories  told  in  Scotland  against  Johnson  required  sifting.  They 
were  often  aet  alioat  by  those  whose  national  pride  he  tiad  offended  by 
his  wit.  In  the  second  place,  had  Johnson  called  the  Great  Peh- 
SONACE  an  idiot,  there  would  have  been,  as  regards  this  one  utterance, 
no  *e>-aporation  into  oblivion '  on  Boswell's  part-  He  might,  indeed, 
have  suppressed  the  word  'idiot,'  as  he  suppressed  the  words  lued  by 
his  '  honoured  father '  and  his  '  respected  friend  '  when  as  '  intellccttial 
gladiators '  they  contended  in  the  library  at  Aucliinleck ;  that  there  was 
a  suppression  he  would  certainly  have  let  his  readers  know.  He  would 
have  lamented  that  hrom  'the  spirit  of  contradiction,'  no  longer 
'tempered  by  the  reverential  awe'  which  had  been  felt  in  the  interview 
with  the  King,  the  great  moralisit '  had  grown  so  outrageous '  as  to  apply  to 
hb  Majesty  a  term  '  which  it  would  be  very  unbecoming  in  rae  10  repoiL' 
Johnson  spoke  roughly  enough,  no  doubt,  of  the  lirst  two  Hanoverian 
ICings.  'George  the  Ftr.st  (he  said),  knew  nothing,  aiid  desired  to  know 
nothing ;  did  nothing,  and  desired  to  do  nothing. ...  He  roared  with 
prodigious  violence  against  George  the  Second.'  Li/e,  \\  542.  Even 
after  the  third  G«otge  liad  been  tw^and-twenty  years  on  the  throne  he 
said  to  Boswcll,  having  first  lowered  his  voice,  'Sir,  this  Hano\xrian 
Cwnily  is  isofce  here.'  li:  iv.  165.  Nevertheless,  of  the  King  personally, 
90  for  as  his  biographers  show,  he  always  spoke  with  respect  '  Sir,'  he 
said,  'they  may  talk  of  the  King  as  they  will;  but  he  is  the  finest 
gentleman  I  have  ever  seen.'     Hk  ii.  40. 

My  dialiclief  of  Forbes's  anecdote,  however,  is  based,  not  so  much  on 
the  impiobabiiity  of  Johnson  calling  George  III  On  idiot,  as  on  the 
iropossibility  of  Boswell  passing  over  such  an  outburst  in  silence. 

{Vol.\\.Ai.) 

Dr.  Thomas  Campbell,  in  his  account  on  this  page  of  a  dinner  at 
Mr.Thrale's  in  March,  1775,  says  that  'the  two  first  courses  were  served 
in  tnaGsy  plate.'  The  abundance  of  the  plale  in  tliis  house,  which  the 
kindness  of  its  master  and  mistress  'allowed  Johnson  to  call  his  home* 
{LetUrs,  i.  139),  is  shown  in  the  Sale  Catalogue  of  Mrs.  Pioizi's  Library, 
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Curiosities,  Sic,  a  copy  of  wfaicb  has  been  lent  me  b;  ray 

Mr.  T.  Fbbei  Uniria.     Among  tbe  three  thousand  ounces  of 

sold  iras  a  '  tiuty  magniRcent  service  of  one  pattem,'  conusting  of  ihiniF- 

(our  dishes  and  sixty-six  pLates.    The  sale  was  held  at  Mandicstcr,  in 

S«ptcmbeT,   I  £23,  and   lasted  six   days.     Among    the   lots  irere  tbe 

fbllowiag  Johnsonian  relics : — 

'Lot  43a  Auctores  Oasuci—Sallusthis.  Horeiius  et  Terentitn.    3  loo. 

tvo.    Dub^  1747.    On  the  fiist  leaf  is  written :  "  Gives  by  Dr.  Jofao- 

son  to  II.  L  Thralc.  1770." 

'645.  A  few  intcrcMing  Original  letters  (some  In  French)  [Letters,  L  ISA 

314)  in  the  bandwritinj;  of  Dr.  Juhnion. 
'649.  "JotiDsan's  Padlock,  commttied  to  my  care  In  the  year  176S." 
'65a.  The  Gram  ofthe  Freedom  oTAbcrdcen  to  Samuel  Johnson,  LI_D..aB 
parchincrt,  with  a  red  ribbon  and  wax  seal  [Ufe,  v.  i>o ;  iMtert, '%.  Jj^l 
'716.  A  Small   Red   Morocco  Pocket- Boot,  witli  a    medical  receipt  io 
Di.  Johnion's  own  handwriting,  with  massive  metal  gilt  onomeau 
nninrl  (he  sides,  and  lock  itnd  key,  ivory  leaves  inside,  and  deaoi&i- 
naied  in  Mis.  ?.'s  own  writi%  **  TuE  POCILST  BOOC  or  DociOlt 
Johnson."' 

On  the  fly-leaf  of  this  catalogue  a  former  owner.  James  Taylor,  'ao 
antiquarian  bookseller,'  has  rccoided  that  at  the  sale  of '  Mr.  Wcbsta^ 
Library  at  Mr.  Ewns's,'  in  April,  1836,  £3  15/,  was  given  for  3  copy  <f 
'  Boswell's  Li/e of  JoAhsoh,  4  vols.,  tSi6,  in  the  most  beautiful  conditiav 
\  bound  russia,  top  edges  gilt  and  front  edges  uncut,  with  numacoi 
maouacHpt  notes  written  in  the  margin  by  Mrs.  Piom.' 

(W.  ii.  51.) 
Johnson's  doubt  wtieihcr  a  irce  could  be  found  in  Scodand  for  him 
to  be  banged  on  finds  sonic  justification  in  tbe  foUowing  passage  in 
J.  H.  Burton's  History  of  Scotiand,  ed.  1867,  iv,  198.  to  which  Uf 
attention  has  been  dtawo  by  Mr.  Leask.  Tbe  historian,  dcacribiai 
a  raid  to  the  Borders  by  the  Earl  of  Murray,  Queen  Mar>-'(  bntlKr, 
to  put  down  the  disturbances  there,  says  that  6fty-three  outbwswoc 
taken,  of  whom  eighteen  were  drowned  Tor  lack  of  trees  and  hatter*.' 

{Vpi.  ii.  79) 
I  have  lately  seen  in  a  second-hand  booksdler's  catalogue  ibt 
following  extract  from  a  letter  by  Johnson  dated  April  30,  1 774,  »&■ 
dressed  to  'The  Rev.  Dr.  Home,  of  Magdalen  College,  Oxford":  'Tbe 
Life  of  Walton  has  happily  fallen  into  good  hands.  Sir  John  Hawtiis 
has  prcfiKcd  it  lo  Ihe  iale  edition  of  the  Angler,  very  diligently  collected 
and  very  elegantly  composed.'  Home  in  thi»  same  year,  Bcsvtl 
writes,  'had  talked  of  publishing  an  edition  of  Walton's  ZJtwu,  but  hd 
laid  aside  that  design  upon  Dr.  Johnson's  telling  him,  from  toisake, 
that  Lord  Hailes  intended  to  do  it.'    Lt/e,  ii.  z-j^,  283,  445. 
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^^^H                  AuuLEY,  VmA  ChtDcellof,  ii.  1. 
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Bkkki,  i.  369.                                                      ^^^H 

Batmurst,  Ciptftis,  i.  391 H. ;  ii.  439  ». 
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Dote-book,  i.  IS)"-,  >J5"-.  jfijtiii 
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BftL'CE,  Jamn,  i.  365  w. ;  ii.  ]3,  36S.                      ^^^| 

3^>44>  i93>f-ii<l4;  Kilcbciin^iK&M, 
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BunwoRTH,  — ,  i.  366.                                       ^^H 

Boyle,  Hon.  Robert,  ii.  48,  409  «. 
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HaoAXK,  Francn,  i.  jaa;  iL  (91,  390. 

133  H.  ;  Culdfmltii,  1.  4»  n,  i  Umw                ^^^| 

Brookx,  FiBucii,  i.  47  If. 

kiii5,  atUcked  by,   i.   3G9  ».,  4)0  n.i                  ^^^| 

Brookk,  Hcni7,  L  n»in.,  375. 

Joluiton  in  Boswell's  Li/i,  ii.  laoR. ;                ^^^| 

Srookk,  Rct.  JoliQ,  D.U.,  i.  311 M. 

— AftifioA.  i.  4<io  IK. ;  —  as  a  apeaker,               ^^^| 

IJROOMK,  WUliRm,  i.  155. 

ii.  36J  n.;  —  viuu  blm,  i.  309;  ^                ^^^| 

Bbocgham.  Lord. ).  1301*. 

tVtiiem  ftlandi.  ii.  6, 368  n.  ;  —  wiiliw                ^^^| 

BROnon  OH.  £!liAb«ttv  i.  449  m. 

bum  incccK,  ii.  393  «.;  Junitis,  1.                ^^^H 

Brouuiitok,  John,  i  449  n. 

i;j  M.;    11.    4t;    lib«If,         375  n.:                ^^H 

Brown,  John  Doaglau,  )tui.,  il.  435. 

Litenr;  Club,  L  339  w.,  410;   ii.  31,                ^^^H 

BROWK.Tom,  i.  t  J7  M. 

63;    iJaiK  Dut«h,  i).    1,^4  n,  ;   luxuiy,                  ^^^H 

Browme,  Imac  Hitwlcinc,  i.  iM;  iL  10, 

ii.  97  ft.;    Malone'i  Shakcipcait,  ii.                ^^^H 

i4>- 

34-5  i  mciaphors,  i.  174  i«. ;  Maoiagtit                ^^^| 

Browkr.  Rct.  Mobm,  i.  384fi. ;  Ii.  88m. 

Mn.,  ji,  171  i  wnttuai fi itad,  ii.  JiQi*.;                ^^^| 

Browne,  Sii  TliorDii*,  i,  467  ;  ii.  351. 

OroiU.  llnct  in  ilie.  ii.  }&;    [Kirtiait,                ^^^| 

Browne,  Sit  Wiilijun,  M.n..  i.  170. 

i.  34)  n. ;    Keynoldt*!  bcijuett,  ti.  14                ^^^H 

Bruck,  Ckptain  and  Mre.^  li.  333;. 

*.;  rado  in  dispntc,  it.  13  «.;  Scoieb,                ^^^H 
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Borka,  Bdmond CarUBle,  Mreath  E«rl  c^ 


ileoiFd  by  the;  ii.  39 ;  Tliiiftow,  IxriI. 
u.  ^8;  Trinity  Collqe.  Dublin,  IL 
It  IN.:  meetloaed,  i.  37  m.|  9I4i*-;  U- 

'TS*-.'*".  i45"-.»*^''.  J^^'-tSSS- 
BrntKX,  Kicbanl,  toiior,  IL  41,  64,  jfijn, 
BtnKt,  Riclmd,  jawim,  ii.  Ht  *(•  3)> 

fiVKKB,  WilUuQ,  i.  3S9N. 
BURUUtAQUI.  L  419. 

RUKLiHGTox,  E«rl  of;  ii.  95  r. 
UCKKiiT,  Gilbert,  ffidiop  o(  SalUnnr, 

L4i5ii.;  ii.  ii8m. 
BUBXEY,  Dr.  Charitt,  Hutlbsi,  Wmtcd, 

ii.  31  N.;  Uiii^iyt/  Mmiie,  i.  ifi  ;  tt. 

>S(^  303 ;   JohnxMi'B  cooUsdictioti,  1. 

»44i  -  <i«tl«.  ii.  158,  y>i,  3881  — 

Utc  honn,  i.  333  b.  ;    —  stkdr,  ii. 

159  "•  i    portnit,  i.  341  n. ;    A'aAh- 

licmaty  Odti,  IL  361*. ;  Smut,  usiitt, 

i  310  «. 
UUKKEy,  Dr.  CbarletO'oii^Orti-  i^o- 
BORKKV,  ChiiliHte,  U.  14N.,  i«4ia.;  ii. 

BURKKY,  FrancM  (Madunc  D'Aibliijr), 
Browne,  Sic  W.,  i.  170  «i.;  Court  U/c, 
i  ag.^Ji.;  II.  3011.1  Diaries,  W.  iSn.i 
Garridc  Mn.,  ii.  194  m.;  Gibbon.  IL 
333  M. :  JohiKoe  dtairalrig.  ii.  197  ».; 
—  >nil  Garrick,  tL  149  n.  ;  ~  fun,  I. 
367  M. ;  ~-  hunoar,  ii.  98  ff. ;  —  oecft- 
■ioiMl  *alUM,  i.  loa  ». ;  u.  99  fT. ;  — 
portrait,  ii.  164').  i  — allcricc,  i.  i6on.; 
^  arwure  diiciiJlincL  101 «. ;  —  talk, 
1.  348  n. ;  Montagu,  Mrs.,  i.  338  «. ; 
iL  i«3».:  MuigraTti  i.  J41 «. ;  Percy, 
BiRho[>,  ii.  i«o  n,;  Vavf,  Mis.,  ii. 
65  Tt. :  ItcynnLdt,  Mi«,  ii.  455  n. ; 
SaiATl,  C,  i.  J**".;  Slcroe,  ii.  190M.; 
Tucker,  D«u),  ii.  1S6  «. ;  Warren,  Dr., 
iL  39S  n. :  lucDtioncd,  i.  106  n. 

Bi.'RNEY,  KichanI,  i.  aSo. 

BuBWBr,  Siuftn,  I.  no  m.,  317  «,;  ii. 
181*. 

BultNRV  FAUILV.  I.  I5I. 

BvKNS,  Robert,  ii.  409 m. 

Brniiows,  Ker.  Dr.,  ii.  50. 

BURTOH,  J.  H„  it.  468. 

UirKTON,  Robctt,  AniUemy  9/  Mtitut' 

ihoty,  i.  tfin.,  79".,  31a*. 
UuiiiY,  Dr.,  ii.  304. 
BosBY,  —  ,  a  proctor,  i.  179, 


BUBiNESs  UK*,  L  938  N.;  IL  I}.  JB9, 

J89. 
BtalU,  i.  I  S3  B, 
BuTK.  l&ird  Earl  of,  {.  3i>,  417-9;  iL 

3S»"-.  JJ7.  4i8»i. 
BuTLElt,  Samocl,  '  coafnte,'  ftc,  iL  3f6  ; 

new  ligbu,  L463a.:  povcfty.  L  i|;. 

435  :  Krrplcs,  i.  41  m. 
BUTT.  —  ,  ii.  83. 

Burru,  Dr.,  L  445  :  ii.  136, 151.  \^ 
Birrto>'fi  CuFfKB  Hocsb.  l  434. 
BvxoH,  Dr.  John,  1.  380. 
BvkoH,  Ljord,  L  371  «.;  a.  316N. 

C. 

Cahri^t  iJW/,  i.  rso. 

Cavbli,  Thoouki,  L  143,  J34  m.,  197  1 

Cadocan,  Lotd,  IL  109. 

CAUAk,  JoUna,  il.  384. 

C*ni.tosTBu,  L  143. 

Caxjiis,  1.  74.  ^ 

CAI.AIIV,  KcT.  Edmund,  D.D.,  B.  189a. 

Callekoxii,  T^Btu,  iL  1  K. 

Caivert,  Mis.,  IL  442. 

CALVlK.i.  438. 

Camoridok,  Jobnsoti'i  ^tt^wAxt  L  <^ 
4S6:  rialbit.B.  405. 

Caubriuck,  Kicfaard Oii«n,  il  11.  i^jR. 

CAunvhRS,  i.  163. 

Caudek,  Lord  Chancellor,  ca{7ri|^ 
case,  L  383  M.;  ii.  443  «.;  Gaokk'i 
(ricod,  U.  63;  —  fdiicraJ,  U  Mi  ■•: 
general  wanaata,  it  Sj  k.;  Lttanrj 
Clob,  IL  33  M,,  196  II. 

CAMUE»,  WiUl&DB,  tL  ffiONL 

Camokn*,  B.  343. 

Campbell,  Sir  AictiLbald,  i.  449  «. 

Cahi^eu.,  Archibald  {Ui^iumti^  L 

407- 
CaKFBBU.,  Dr.  Jobs,  i.  36  i  iL  31,  ftT«, 

3»7  »•■•  35'i  35*- 
CAMt-BKLi.,  Rev.  Dr.  TboDtu,  Diarj,  i 

39-5O.  4l>7 :  Stritturtt,  ftc,  ti.  gi  •- 
Ca»a/,  i.  334. 
Cdir^  L  161  N.,  314  n. 
Capcll,  Edward,  it,  315. 
Cards,  f.  sii. 
CaruaUir*,  L  193  M. 
Carltlf't,  Caftam,  Mtmtirt,  i.  319  a 
Carlislk,  fiftb  Earl  of,  it.  304  i». 
Caxujle,  tcTcath  Ea/1  ot  >L  >73  *• 
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CarlylB,  John OhurehUl,  CtLarl«».                                            ^^H 



Caklvle,  John,  M.D..  i.  j6o  «. 

CHARurrTE,  Qneen,  ii.  401.                                    ^^^| 

Cahlyle.  Thomoi,  Johiunn's  Frtdtriik 

CMARTKB-ltcitlKR,  1.  40}  H.                                               ^^H 

11,  i  4^4  «. ;  Ra;niir»  Histtty,  ii,  is 

CsATH.vM,  Enrl  of,  Krcnch  war,  i.  15  n.;               ^^^H 

M.;  JiihnKin  KnA   Voltaire,  ii.  308  n.; 

ftoiUl  gabble,  i.  3<i«  n.  -.  Johtisaa's  Df               ^^^| 

TOpyricbt,  ii.  445  w. 

iW«,  i.  37a :  it.  34a :  Trioil;  College,               ^^H 

Cakmickakl,  Mim,  i.  105 k.;  {]■  411  n. 

)i.  fig  R.  i  Goxrick,  Ii.  141  n,;  Aracrican               ^^^H 

Caholink,  Quccd,  I.  .^7»:  ii.  jos  *•. 

War,  ti.  30; ;  meteor,  ji.  3^9  m. ;  ilgry               ^^H 

Cartkr.  Elietbelh,  CaUi*,  iL  189  n.\ 

told  oThim,  ii.  400  m.                                          ^^^| 

Crouui't  Kxamtn.X.  374.  4S0;  Grccic, 

Chattkr-ton.  Tboinu,  iL  l$,  1^7,  346.               ^^H 

ii.   II :    JohnBon's  plHy.   11.    117   h.  ; 

CHAla^ES,  Dctie  of,  ii.  307.                               ^^^| 

Mtrx«in,  U.  sH'lio;    MorCr  Hnnnah, 

Chelsuu,  Ker.  Dr.,  iL  66  n.                                  ^^^| 

il.    181;    flamiiir,    i.    180;    IL    351; 

Ckimiit,  i.  307  m.                                                         ^^^H 

Kicbftrdiofi,  ii.  ij^r,  435  ft.-,  Ruaiii*, 

CtlEUISTRV,  i.  3S7.                                                       ^^H 

ii.   337   «.;   Willioini,   Miw.  ii.   17J; 

Chknevix,  Ktcbud,  Bishop,  L  339  n.                ^^H 

ucnliancJ,  i.  toa  «.  1  ii.  IJ3  n.,  183, 

CH£3ELt>KK,  Witliam.  ti.  .tte.                               ^^H 

101. 

CiiiuiitnE  Cheese  Tavern,  il.  91  w.                 ^^^| 

Caktek,  Rev.  Nlcholu,  D.D.,  i.  374  ». : 

CUE:iTERnEI.D,   ruDicii    £a[1   of,    Balh.                ^^H 

tt.  J7  n. 

Kotl    of,    il.    »7I    N. ;    Rolinebroke,                        V 

Cait,  Kcv.  Henry  Fnmcis,  1.  47S  ». 

VUcoant,  i.  si)  «.;  clnbt,  1.  430  a.;                '       M 

Casaubok,  Imoc.  l.<f4M.;  U.  361. 

courli  and  maruien,  11.  376  m.;  ednca-                       1 

CAMUtt,  I.  37?. 

tia^  of  womeo,  il.  11  w. :   flattery,  L                ^^J 

Ctut*.  i.  73. 

173  ff. ;  Fatd,  pAnaa,  i.  jjij ;  Ilaykj,                ^^^H 

Catiline,  1. 103. 

ii.  411  ;  HottciituI,  re^iiectabli.-,  i.  384,                ^^^H 

Catok,  Jolin,  I  340  «.,  349  ff. ;  ii.  310. 

451;  iL  41,  34S1    Kidk'*  »crvajil»,  i.              ^^H 

Catk,  I  30J, 

111  H.;  JobnKHi't  Dutianarf,  \.  3S3,              ^^^| 

Cave,  Edwuil.  dcmth,  (.  40J ;  Johnson, 

49J  :  II.  38. 93.  347'5o:  lace,  i.  3$3  m>:              ^^H 

d«jlw.   ii.   S«;  —  Od*.  i.   465:  — 

laii£bier,  iL  i8ti;  Uniertt  vir1nlet,\.              ^^^H 

Rambler,  i.   31)3  m.  :    wife,    ii.   163 ; 

4i;4  H.:  pride,  ii.  93  <*. ;  ridicale  anil              ^^^| 

KLenboDed,  i.  150  «.,  366,  36.],  373-5, 

truth,    i.   45J   N.;    Rome.       lOt  tt.;              ^^^| 

177.  579.  38*  "■ ;  ii-  ,M»- 

sin^larity,  L  3>I   <*. ;    um,    ii.    16;              ^^^H 

CUVAtiTKS.     Sc«  /W  QuixaU. 

»I>teche<,  i    J79  w. ;    rW/^  siieltt,  L              ^^^| 

CUAxeKKs,  Calbcrinc,  i.  44-4,  i;6. 

311  M. :  wil,  L  sSji  Youge,  Sir  W.,             ^^^| 

CliAMiiEK.t,  Ejihrsiin,  i.  46611,;  ii.  34B. 

4«4                                                                   ^^H 

CUAMBEKS,  sir  Robert,  1.  130,  343  M., 

CUESTERMELP,  Rftb  Harl  of.  iL  jR)  M.                     ^^^1 

445:  "■  '.17  «- 

CheTWciod,  Vi'illiaai  Rufnt,  i.  30  if.                     ^^^| 

Ckamhrks,  Sir  WtUiam,  ii.  iRS. 

Chf-yne.  Dr.,  IL  346.                                             ^^H 

Chahisr,  Andtew,  1.  93,  130  m.,  410. 

Ci^iLtiREN,  shown  a(T,  L  151:  iL  419;              ^^^| 

Chandler,  Profesaor  H.  W.,  U.  406  tt. 

itortcs,        ijA;    early  imptctdoos,  L              ^^^H 

Cmani>ler,  Dr.  Richard,  Ii.  406. 

159;   ertncatlon,  1,   I'io-s  :    ltiin|it  of             ^^^H 

Cmanim^s,  DukcoC,  ii.  4J!>. 

fle^.  L  3JS  ;  exnmiaed,  ii.  1 1 8.                             ^^^| 

CuAPoNE,  Mn.,  i.  iSoi  iL  la  m.,  191, 

CitOLMOKDKLEV,  C.  J.,  i.  319.                                 ^^^1 

i5'-'> 

CitoLMoMitLr,  Mrt,,  i,  a&6  «„  417  N.,            ^^H 

C II  AH  LB  MCI  NT,  (ifst  Earl  of,  1.  4S3  H. ; 

^^1 

ii.  JOM..  nr 'J..  JW- 

CiiRiSTiAKiTV,  arguinents  for  it,  L  81 ;             ^^^| 

CHAKLES  I.  i.  304.  4O1 ;  ii.  466. 

Ii.  157.  306.  3841  m.-ict^it  on  it,  ii.  370;             ^^^1 

CmaeiKx  ]I,  Cowley's  dealli,  ii.  jjj ; 

(lubUc  wonhlp,  11.  9b ;  expiatory  sacil-             ^^^| 

defctodintf,    i.    173  M.  ;    il,    31    m.; 

lice;  iL  3B7,    See  a1u>  Diider  Johnson,             ^^^| 

poMrait,  ii.  164  N. :  paoning,  U.  iB  n.  ; 

religion.                                                              ^^^H 

toiuhing    iot   king's   evil,   i.   133  m.  ; 

Christik,  the  anctioneor,  U.  3S0  m.                      ^^^| 

»i».  >■  .1^5  "■ 

CHf  ECH,  Dean,  li.  305  n.                                     ^^H 

Cbaeles  V,  Lijoa. 

CiiVECltiLL,Giiu'lc*,blockbcul,iL>;OM.;             ^^^| 
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Jabntaa'i  tnowlnlge  oi  bookt,  ii.  344 ; 
—  lamUm.  U.  3(4 ;  —  ridiciikd,  i.  171 ; 

«  9.  J54- 

QllKK,  Colfey,  ClMttetfietd  and  John- 

•00.  l  S*3  i  IMy*  Lait  .W-iAt,  L  341 ; 

«)d  coracdMBf,  iL  99  i   Pwion  Ford, 

i-  359 :  <|iialed  br  Goldcitutli,  ii.  3^7 

«.:  vinit^r,  il.  af4N. 
Ciciiti*,  i.  j*6  n..  4.U :  fi-  *■ 
CLAKUttH^N,  firti  Hori  of,  R.  3;  N.,  4S. 
Claixk,  Rev.  Samnd,  D.D..  Strmmt, 

*■  38,  53.  55.  «S.  69.  97:  1-  "3-  '5^ 
lOU  3S7;  (tvdicd  lun),  L  iBi  M.: 
ii.  9  n.,  143  ■-,  ai4  N.;  BUBtwocd, 

Clayton,  — ,  il.  $4. 

Clekk,  Sir  PbiUp  JauUogs,  L  339  «•. ; 

Ii  139  M. 

CItver.  ii.  134  w. 

CjbteMr,  Ii.  J95  m. 

Ci-OBS,f«lldlrinlbeat,U.  7o:£iwxH»td 
elab,  i.  44«i  Ii  "i,  $J*,  3M*-;  M 
Lone G]nb,i.)3 1  m., 3^,3*4 ;  ii.96,  t«>; 
JohtuOD  do  b,  il.  I  CM  N.,  jSen.  (  Llt«nir7 
dob.d«crlbol,  1. 119,410.  4J1;  ii  53; 
(lulnt^tcil  by  pwtr,  il.  19  m. ;  eleoioiia, 
il.  ].<; ;  Garrick't  doatb,  ii  tgiS;  Gold- 
smith  Ihere,  i.  311 ;  JoIuimhi'i  funfral, 
ii.  137  n.  •  inp«tiaf^  in  t790-r,  ii.  33, 
35, 3a.  ^3;  midnight  dull, ii.3&3i«.;  anb- 
•cnbc  to  L]r«'*  DutwM/y,  ii.  44I  n. ; 
Ulk,  JL  )ij  H.  i  WoTTca,  ii.  393  », 

CoBnKTT,  William,  ii.  ai8  n. 

Cobblers,  I.  333  «. 

Cock  Lank  Ghost,  il.  354. 

Cm;  K-PtM  M 1  Kx,  i  fi  M. 

Cectit't  Arithmetie.  I,  too  M. ;  ti  45. 

CoFPEK,  i,  Ijg. 

Colt:,  Chnrle*,  it.  sro. 

Cole,  Rev.  W.,  ii.  5^3. 

COLXBKOOK,  Sir  GwrEv,  i.  107. 

CoLEXiiHiK,  Samnel  Taylor,  dmint,  i. 
I J  H. :  I[en<l>cr30D,  11.  196  n.;  itUeUi- 
gilnlia,  dec,  U.  S46  Mk  i  HanlcT,  U- 
304". 

COLLiRR.  Arthiir,D.C.L.,  i.  146, 168,318. 

CoLL[itu,  Mr*.,  ii.  45 J  It. 

CoLtiEH,  — ,  i  72-3. 

CotLiNCTOK,  — ,  i.  393  m. 

COLUNS,  Rc».  John,  li,  3HS. 

Collins,  William,  I.  i;6  m. 


CoL>»AX,  GMcse,  i-  183 ;  iL  34$.  J«* 

38S. 
Cot/>K>,  LmIt,  U.  aso,  979  «.,  44S  a, 

4-19  "■.  455  »-.  +56  w-t  45"  *■.  4S9*. 

CoLsuM,  RcT.  Mr.,  i.  179. 
Columbus,  Chriaopher.  i.  4011  m. 
COMU.  Chsriet,  i.  103  m. 
CoMW,— ,  ii.  5r. 
CowptJUNTS,  i  315  ;  ii.  3o. 
Cavrttat.  Rev.  Jaoms.  ii.  453. 
Cwgk  b'feuRE,  ii.  317. 
CoKOKEYE,  AtdideKoa,  U.  40.  41,  ji, 

M4  (*. 
CoKGaEYE,    Wlllbm,    contpMeJ    >iA 

Stulcnparc.  1.  t86  :  diMntMd  IrImI. 

iL  4S ;  |iici3ilFmui  in  hU  eotBeflg.  L 

jm:  OUBththr-.  IL  33^  tt.;  Staled 

dedlMlion,  L  489. 
Cmmnatur,  Tit,  it.  351, 
OistcfKXct,  (i-  >88. 

COSVBKTS.     See  MoKASTMCn. 

CONVBUATtoN,  kind  of  suae,  i  171; 
happiest,  i.  *«S  ;  lelUoe  doria,  i  ii: 
wiibi>ut  dTon.  L  173;  'tpn  (M  of 
onr'i  own  iamcU,'  L  376 :  BiicanH» 
able  ptople,  i.  aBt  t  {moboio  biffit- 
□eu,  1.  1S9.  3)4 :  comiBg  dew  te  • 
mu,i44>  v.;  with  iBtriliggnt  pMwe^ 
ii.  14;  aboM  tha  andiwioft  ii  ul 
Sec  sIm  tuKtcT  JOKNSOH. 

CONVOCATIOM.  iL  369. 

CtuvmiiiciMTy,  iL  338. 

CoxwAY,  Ccnaal,  i.  241  m. 

Conx.  <  aputQ.  i  3S0  m.  ;  fi.  41^  «. 

Co«K,  Tbonuu  (Ihc  cBBravpr),  i.  ifSa. 

COOKK.  G«wge  Fredeftek.  U.  318  m. 

CooxB,  WllUara,  L  360  m.-.  fi.  i«l  a. 
3it  «.:  jtmteJtta,  ii.  393-4. 

COnpKS.Jobn  Gilbert,  i.4a4N,;  i-ttS 

COPV-RiiiHT,  1.383  ai,  43.1  "•.;  ii4jr'> 
Joluuoo'i  Idter,  li.  441 ;  pnco  piiJ 
for  it,  II.  3ig. 

CoRBKT,  Audrcw,  L  363 ;  ii  8^ 

CosnET,  Mre..  i  151. 

COtKt.  liCth  Earl  of.  11.  350.  43&-7. 

CoaNEiLL£,conipared  with  Shatripa*. 
i.  187 ;  line*  on  lUcbeticc,  ii  3*7. 

COBSICAM  Ka»v,  ii.  377. 

ComiKKAH.  LonI  Chanccllot,  i  144  ^ 


1                                   Cotterell,  Cbarlott« Dsluiy,  Mrs.                                           ^^M 

\     COTTKBCi.L,ChMlotte,i],  151,161,40811. 

Cdmbeklakd,    Dnle    of    (brother   of               ^^| 

r      CoTIERKLL.  Mre.,  li.  310, 

CcotKelH^.  tL6&.                                                ^H 

Cottle.  Joseph,  )i.  19S  ■, 

CitMHKHUiMO,  Mn.,  ii.  76.                                      ^^1 

COTTDN,  Sir  Roben.  i.  190L 

CVUBBKLAMI,    Richard.    AiuedMet.  IL                ^^| 

COTMS.  — ,  i.  1*4- 

71-78 :  OJti,  ii.  165  :  nelon,  ii.  318  m.               ^^H 

COD1.SOK,  Uev.  Jahn,  1.  197  «. ;  U.  406. 

CuMMinc,  Tboma*.  i-  174-                                     ^^H 

Couxrny,  i.  189,  314, 

Ci;k!«ingiiam,  Pctcf.  i.  iSS  »,                             ^^H 

CouftTK>tAY,  John,  ii.  31,  16,  3J,  i^ 

CcKTia,  Aldcrmui,  it.  36.                                        ^^| 

36-8,  iS9  «. 

Ctrfta^N.  — ,  iL  391  N.                                                   ^^H 

CovxTNSY,  W.  p.,  ij.  311. 

CyRus  TKK  Gkkat,  i.  161.                                  ^^H 

COUKVOUIKX,  L  3J3  M. 

^^^1 

COW-IjiKE.  i.  3^(0. 

^^^M 

Cowley,  Abnluin,  dctLth.ii.  33s  '•  John- 

Dacm:,  Lor),  ii.  316  w.                                    ^^^^B 

•on'«   li/e,   i.    +77 ;    Uttw*,    It.    3*3: 

Pai.u>wav,  Dr..  ii.  159.                                      ^^^1 

FUlotophic  College,  i.  306.  *. :   style, 

nu-RYMfLK,  Sii  John,  it.  lo.                                  ^^H 

1.46s- 

Danck,  — ,  iL  33.                                                   ^^1 

CowFKlu  William,    Johiuon'i  /furim!. 

nAKTE,  lire  nil  arch,  i.  j6o  n. ;  Bmtas,                ^^H 

L  81  ■..  4SO  M  ;  —  Lim  effht  /"otfj. 

i.  4861.;  Vfttnl.  if-  ifiS".;  Conat              ^^H 

i.  477  1..  479  K. :  ii.  37'  «- :  fHp^m's 

UsnHR°>  i<-  348  M.                                                ^^H 

^^L^')>^*«iJ(    i-    3.13    "•:    iiC};lcctcd    hjr 

Daktrey.  Ij^rd.  Ii.  50.                                            ^^H 

^^friiiulow,  i.  443  M.  ;  MoMn  Urowce,  IL 

Darwik,  CharW  liolicrt,  avoided  con.                ^^H 

^^  89  w  :  jfitAit  Gil/fit,  ii.  41 1  «. 

ttt>veTB»,  1. 171  *.;  rea<liaf;  article*  h«               ^^^ 

Cox.  — ,  n  solicitor,  1.  105-6. 

could  not  oodentand,  li.    }j)  u.  ;  Dr.                 ^^H 

COXKIHBS,  i.  349. 

Wiurro,  ii.  39"  "-                                                       ^^1 

Ckabdk.  Ko.  CcotgCt  )■  443  ^ 

Dakwiiv,  Di.  Erssinna,  U.  348  if.,  4.15  «.               ^^M 

Ckaiwcx,  Joseph.  AneftMts,  ii.  Ci-Ji, 

Dakwik,  Froncu,  ii.  lai  ».                                    ^^^ 

410. 

riAVin.  King,  it  404.                                             ^^H 

CkAVFOKD,  — .  ii.  404. 

Davies.  Thnmot,  Johnaoa'*  bmwcilgngi^               ^^H 

ClAVKM.  Earl  of.  It.  334- 

i.  35.  184111.;  't.  6r  R. :  —  and  Bo»-               ^^H 

CXAVKX.  Lady.  iL  17.1;  n. 

well,  i.  417:  —  ard  Cnidock,  il.  Iti  ;              ^^H 

Cliisi>,  Samuel,  1.  33)!  «. 

^  and  Stocbdale,  St.  330;  —  /■vsi''et              ^^H 

Cn'^K,  i>  480  M. 

PtMt,  i.  184;   ii.    tS-jn.i   —  laogh,                ^^H 

ClOMVS,  L  t6i  m. 

il.  7tN.:  — ,  prcicnl  to,  ii.  153;  moi-              ^^M 

CkorTi  Ker.  Hcibcrt,  i.  104  m. 

tioae^,  i.  30,  loti  :  il.  17  n.,  453.                        ^^H 

ClOrTS.  — ,  i.  104,  106. 

Davies,  Mra.,  ii.  6j.  igi.                                  ^^H 

Ckoxkr.  Kt-  Hon.  John  Wilson,  ahnrt] 

Davis.  H.  E..  li.  66.                                             ^H 

luspldon.  i.  381  n.\  Greek.  1.  890.; 

Dawkins,  '  Jamaica,'  1.  )13-                                 ^^M 

Huinsh  Mote,  ii.  178 ;  mnellng  duke*. 

Day,            39-                                                       ^^M 

ii.  an  m. ;  StMveiu,  ii.  3i9. 

Dead,    commending    the.     See    under              ^^H 

CkouweLL,  OlinfT.  »minent   personage. 

^^1 

1.  300  M. ;   Milrun's  tilDlatinn,  i.  jKf ; 

DeaNR,  Mr),,  11.  404,                                              ^^M 

oiiDifttnre,  ii.   14  n.;  watted  Ireland, 

Dbatk,  ii.  lot,  394.    Sec  under  JotiK-             ^^1 

li.5A- 

^^H 

CsouftAi.  John  Pct«  de,  J.  3"+.  480. 

Deiatu  ef  Partitmint,  i.  378,  446,  476  ;              ^^B 

Ckuikmiank,   Willlain   CoiiLlKihii'd,  i. 

iL34J.  4i».                                                                J 

445,  4481  ii.  133-6.  156, 158-9,  385-^, 

Dehtoks,  il.  313  «•                                           ^^J 

m- 

Dtiumifnt,  i.  Si.                                                    ^^^| 

CRDTCiii.in'.  Jeremiali,  1.  34O  n. 

DCDICATIIIXS,  i.  405.                                                   ^^H 

CuBLSr,  i.  119  M. 

De  Koi,  Dnniel.  i.  33' :  ii.  qon                           ^^H 

Cvhubkland,  Dake  of  ^luiclesf  Ceurg« 

DE1.ANV.  Rev.  Dr.  Patrick,  il.  54.                        ^^H 

lU).  ti.  169  M. 

Delanv,  Mn.,  i.  >93«>.                                        ^^H 

^H         480                                 Index. 

^^1                                             I>sl*P.  B«f.  Dr... 

..  J>7ott,  0«tt«ral. 

^^1               Dri.jlP,  Rer.  Dr..  i.  iM-  4i3* 

4$(:  «.  14,  lii  «-,  143 1.,  381-4,^9, 

^^H              DiaiCACV.l.  316.  319- 

3<i,  4'8. 

^^H                   DlUf»lTllKNPJ,  1    37s. 

DuDlttCTax.  Ihil>b'l.r>nl  MtlonMhj.B- 

^^H               Dekham,  Sir  JoIik,  1.  417  ». 

104. 

^^H              Ur.KMAJ>K,  Kinc  of,  i.  18^. 

DoDCLiY,  Robert,  i.  figM.;  n.  ><.34>, 

^^1               DtKNti,  John,  iL  tgM.,  371. 

39e«. 

^^^B               Dekkv,  — ,  ii. 

^%.i.M5. 

^^H               Dk  Quimcry.  Thcnwu,  Hmrah  Mor, 

Doci,  digectka  •>U  ii.  405. 

^^H                   U.  178  :  llcndenMit  il.  19B  «. ;  Mart- 

/>«<■  ^»uef«,  i.  33J.  47$. 

^^1                   ley.  U.  304  «. 

DoKALDsno,  Aleunlci,  IL  443  «. 

^^H              Dtimp,  ii  le. 

DoKMB,  I>r.,  i  47^ :  ii-  404- 

^^H              Dkscaitk,  i.  4<7  *' 

litit,  ii.  331  m. 

^^H               DuMOUUXJ^    John.    ii.    154-6.    159, 

Dot'CHTY,  WtlUam,  IL  to. 

^H          9M. 

DovcLAS,  JoYttt,  D.D..  BUfcftp  of  Cx- 

^^H              DUMOULIMS,  Mn.,  1.   fit,  9^  105-6, 

liUc   uid    ftflervud*     of    7iliilMj. 

^^1                        lOf  N.,  348*.;  0.  117,  411  N. 

Swift'* //t>i»7,  t.  tS8«.;  'D«bvtsit4 

^^H                 JOtttcrl,  1. 

4*«dci>'t997>>>-}(6:  JofanMo't bioi 

^^1              Dkvil  Tav&rn,  1.  4U  i  *h  99>  37^ 

i.  416 ;  Lilvrarr  Clnb,  ii,  36  i  C«d 

^^H                    DCVONI-OKT,  iL  419. 

Luc  GkMl,  ii.  355  A.  i  wfrinM^  L 

^^H              nLVONSHiKK,  &Alt  Dnltc  of;  U.  341  W., 

1S9H. 

^^H 

Dociiuu,  Dt,  11.  6a 

^^H                I)EVux<iFiiKK,  DocIiM*  of,  ii.  316  n. 

Dt^ii,  i.  i6g  ;  iL  261. 

^^H                DUu*ditim,  i,  toi  n. 

DEAwmc-KouH,  1.  >93«. 

^^H              Hickkns,  ClurlM,  1.  :79  w. 

DnEAUS.!.  ri,  13,  159. 

^^H               IHOtMiaty,  Jolinson't,  DDdett&ken   snd 

riiiKiti,L  »»i,  336-8. 

^H                   proK««s  i-  M,   J"'.  388,  4«S-7t  "- 

l>mttd,  1.  360  <t. 

^H              94.  io6m..  374;  /''(«',  t.  383;  ii-  J-17: 

Drmjf,  i.  119. 

^^H                    ■Mocd  editioo,  i.  404  m. ;  tvnted,  i.  (ji 

Dkujimke,  ti.  147  M. 

^^H                    iSi.   198  n.;   Ii.   ttj  i  dcRnitioRi,  1. 

DxL'RY  Lane  THE.i.TitK,  I.  jSj. 

^^^                    tSi ».,  471  •. ;   ii.  io,  378 ;  authora 

nnvttBM,  Enuauui  Hcaiy,  U.  177. 

qootcd,  i.  371 ;  tflcct  on    Johiuoij's 

DiLTiiK3(.  Jobn.  Ahaitm  atti  Aektttfhi. 

ttyie,  1.  46^ :  deenlbed  b;  Pncy,  ii. 

1.  46S  N. ;  All  for  S.09i,  L  181  m.;  A- 

>I3  ;  «dlli(in  nfkr  Juhniaii*t  deuh,  i. 

Uclu,  1.  37 1  «. ;  cnffM-hMM:,  1.  414 ; 

356  n.  1   '  dkiiigbtj    wor<b,'    il.    390 ; 

copy-light,  ii.  443  n. ;    dcKripdoa  d 

actan,  ii.  404. 

lUKbt,  L  166;  fovdgn  ir«(^,  L  4(7: 

I>iiicKuT,  Denj*,  ii.  349 'i. 

gieUncM,     i.    165  N.  :    mcttrliTifad 

DtiwT,  ii.  Ji  n. 

poeU,  i.  47SM.  I  Milton,  eplgiui  «a. 

y?K(  /ra.  1.  284. 

L  t96 :    CEdifw,    ii   Ai :   Ft^lm  tt 

DiCRT,  Mra..  il.  il9i>. 

/<i££ti,  L.  407  M. ;  proloenH,  U.  t}4«.; 

DiLiY.  Charlen.  i.  71  ;  ii.  it,  Jj,  +7-9, 

pnae  fitflo,  i.  466:   pniH,  ii.  lis.: 

71,  »83«.,  453. 

quoted,  Ii.  350 :  son'i  snne,  tt.  177: 

nii.woaTH,  — ,  i.  464  «. 

wfitinjr  for  moaej',  ii.  91  m. 

Diitariat,  0.  171  N. 

Di'DUN,  Trimly  Colk^t,  JoliMe*  «^ 

DINCI.KV,  Mts.,  Ii.  33t. 

■  iltpree,  i,  373  i  —  00c  confcnc4^ 

DlltNER,  I.  349. 

413  \  ii.    19  i  —  kod  Uic  Bomid^  & 

DlvuiiNe^,  ii.  103. 

y»  n. ;  inviutioo  to  Baictti.  S.  40  i  Ik. 

DtveriioH,  i.  j»4. 

MadRn's  prcraLtms,  ii.  itt. 

DixiK,  SlrWoUtiui,  i.  364. 

DiiTCll,  iL  154. 

Dixox.  Rev.  Cujiijci.  Ii.  tyS  w. 

Dycr,  Aleundci,  i.  4741*. 

DOKtl,  Ctiarte*  KrIwanL,  i,  1 14  h. 

DYKR,SuHiel,i.  "4 ".330,389)  Lfe 

DoBD,  Rev.  WiUiuB,  D.U,  L  181,  431, 

DvoTT,  C«iMt«l,l.  1301*. 

^ 
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£aatoQ  Maiidult......Footd,  Baonuel. 


E. 

Eastok  M auduit.  tL  fi^,. 

Edccumrk.  Sir  F«arcc.  i.  ^91. 

ElMXWoa-rK,  Marin,  intmnngv  of 
faihlon,  1.  387  w. ;  Improving  afttr 
ian-iiirt,  ii.  16]  «. ;  AhunUi,  li. 
414  «.. 

ElWEWtf  KTII,  pTofeSKiIt  ii.  4I4  M. 

Ei>cr.wuKTii.  R.  L^  U.  414  n. 

EDlTtKl'BliK  FllII>AY  CLVH,  I,  )30  «, 

Em'CATiuN,  I.  iSi,  ]i>!;i  U,  9,  ^01. 
Edwaxds,  Ke*'.  Dr.  Edwafd,  ii.  i^n^ 

199,  400  ». 
Ei>WAItPti,  Oliver,  i.  S3. 
£i>WAKns,  Thomit,  i.  1^4  »■ 
EuwAKU^,  — ,  ii.  Ji. 
EH»n  Biuiliki.  i.  394. 
Eliot,  firai  Luid,  ii.  31,  ij't.,  458. 
E1.10T,  — ,  a  barrUler,  ii,  iftS. 
ELlZAKimi,  Qnccn,  ii.  387. 
Elliot.  Sir  John,  M.D.,  L  431  m. 
Elliott,  Groritt  Augustus  (Lord  Heath  ■ 

ficld\  i.  141. 
Elms,  John,  ii.  ji^i*. 
Eu.n,  Joshua,  ii.  85  M. 
Ellj»,  Mn.  Koine,  i  ij}".;  ii.  18  m. 
£txi5.  Vinei,  ii.  Bj/i. 
ELritiitsTuKB.  Juno,    L   t8S,   lofi  n.. 

3191..,  419  a. 
EmintHi.  I.  30a 
Ekcu^io.  in  i;8j.  II.  56  n. 
Engtukman  at  Paris,  i.  3i4. 
Epitapiis,  i.  sjS  n. ;  ii.  373. 
ERAiNL'Sii.  Ii,  116  «.,  133,340,^46. 
Erskink,  I/>rd  Chui««llor,  ii.  30. 
E*dras,  1.  63. 
Este.  Csfdbal  d',  0.  3«. 
EuoKNE,  Prtnw,  ti.  ft. 
EvKcriiiKs,  L  191 :  ii.  70. 
Evans.  Rev.  Mr,  i.  i.*3- 
Evti-VK.  John.  I.  I33»*. 
Exu^iJ,  i.  »97  n. 
ExRCUTioNH,  ii.  383  «.,  a84  *.,  418. 
£XMCI»,  i.  )88. 

F. 

Farkicius,  U.  113. 
Faorn,  — .L447:  ii4i«. 
Fairfax.  EdwutI,  ii.  145. 
J^tlUamd'i  fila»dt.  I.  416,  474  ;  H.  434. 
^it/'^  Alarm,  i.  173,  4)5,  4741  ii.  46n. 
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Famii-V  dispotes,  iL  17. 

FAxmccixi.  i.  4Jt. 

Farmkk,    Rev.    Richud,  D.D.,   iL  68. 

39'- 

FaiqchaS,  Gearge,  U.  49. 

Famr,  Pi.,  ii.  410. 

Favlknbii,  Gev^[C,  li.  437. 

FAWKEa.  Francis,  i  176. 

Fbak,  i.  330. 

Fkkton,  Elijah,  I.  tfs.  359;  H.  375. 

FEKCUSsotf,  Dr.  Adim,  i.  iRS,  419, 

Fr.RCUMuX,  Sir  Adatn,  i.  tioo. 

Feibal  TIMES,  i  350- 

Fiat  experimtmtum,  &c,,  ii.  4. 

FirD«,  Rig})iird,  i.  7J. 

FiEtDiM],  HcniT,  compartd  with 
RiciuuOioTi,  i.  18);  ii.  19a;  itebtora' 
prifon,  il.  313M.:  ' guo<Inen  of  hcBTt,* 
L  441 ;  Ktwian  inuilatioii,  11.  ]J7  n.  \ 
Ametia,  L  197,  319".,  371  «.  :  Jostph 
AnJrttm,  i.  136  n.,  If  3  <«..  393  n. ; 
ji.  360  »,,  341  :  Tluw  yoMM,  i.  137  ft, 
163  ».,  138  «,,  384  «.,  441  «..  46j«.; 
ii.  15  "..JS".,  346"- 

FlKLD^(,  Jncnc*  T.,  it.  4.<<3n, 

Fields,  Mis.  James  T.,  i.  371  n.\  !I. 
U.1  «■ 

FiGc.  ttie  priu-ri^htei.  1.  149M. 

FisHEK.  Dr.,  ii.  407, 

FiTTCESAt  D,  Eilwani.  il.  itif  «•:,  191  u, 

FiTZiiEREEKT,  William,  i.  356,  317  «., 
415;  it  39»«. 

FtTZIIBRBE-llT.  Mn.,  i.  3,<I5. 

FiTZKOV,  Ladf,  ii.  161  n. 
Flattkry,  I.  »7i ;  ii.  Ji*. 
Flertwood.  BI»hof\  h.  147. 
Flketwooo,  Charld.  L  369. 
Fletcher.  Mn..  i.  10$ m. 
Flint.  BcI,  I.  aaC  n. 
FuKT,  — ,  ii.  453. 
Florus,  Ludv*,  1.  194. 
Flo^XB,  Sir  Jolm,  i.  444  "■ 
rLUDVER,  Rev.  John,  iL  I99**. 
FoNTEnRLLK,  Dcscaitet  antl  Newton,!, 

417;    'ctDbalmed  the  dcnd,'  i.  434; 

£lUjie  dt  Xtrvton,  ii.  jfe. 
FosTENOV.  I.  303  «. 
KodTB,  Samuel,  cumpared  with  Carrick. 

ii.   338,   34a;   dinner  at  hi>  house,  I. 

378  ; iDfideI,i  )  1 1  w. ;  Jotmnin  tbrailatii 

bim,  i.  434;  ii345i  Macklis,  ii.  in.; 


^BP^Hi 

^T*^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^! 

^^^^^  4&                                      Tiidex.                                             1 

^^^H                                            Footfl,  Bamuel.... 

.Oarrick.  Dftvid.                                    ■ 

^^^H                   lUng  in   the    worlJ,  i   4)4;    ii.  4; 

Frikkds,  Unghing  at   absent,    tl.  ;o;fl 

^^H                   stoti^  i.  3)5,  365;  wit,  ii.  (. 

fiicn-jship  to  be  fc«pt  in  rcpaii,  U.  69  m  fl 

^^^1               Feppitk,     }i4. 

/^Uf't  W«rtMiu.  L  444  n.                           ■ 

^^H              FoRDES,  Biaho]>,  ii.  466. 

fuit,  I.  170  It,                                               M 

^^H^               FaRBES,  Sir  WilllLui,  Bart.,  L  3^3  n.  ; 

pmnntiUy,  IL  ■€).                                             S 

^^^^^_                   18$        iqj. 

_^J 

^^^^^B       FoKD,  ComcliiM,  i.  149,  359. 

^^H 

^^^^^V        FuKii.  R«v,  Comeliiit,  i.  iE4i  3S9>  lfi'*\ 

Gat.RK,  i.  90  N.,  a6o  m,                 ^^^^^| 

^^^M                      H8,  109M. 

Galcacvs,                                      ^^^^^I 

^^H               yoRD,  Ntlhanlel,  IL  88  «. 

ffoM^/v,  ii.  18  H.                          ^^^H 

^^H                FoRn,  Mn.  NalKuiicl,  i.  13T,  \%^ 

Gamhttr,  i.                                          ^^H 

^^^1                Ford,  Santh,  i.  i  jg. 

Gahokxe,  i  3«3.                              ^^ 

^^^1                FOKifVCK,  Dr.  Ucorgc,  ii.  )6,  (371. 

Gardiser,  Mn.,  L  80;  iL  147,  ijj-^i 

^^H              Foxin-rR,  Joho.  il.  73- 

1J8-9. 

^^H                   FURT  AUOUSTtlS,  i.  So. 

Gahrktsok,  — ,  i.  137, 

^^^H                F»KT  George,  i.  iS>  m. 

Gakrick,  Captain.  1.  367. 

^^^B               FuRTESCtiE,  Si)  John,  11.  10. 

Garrick.  David,  Ranianl'i  liaes,  it.  ■&} ; 

^^H              Foster,  Eliabeth^  1.  39;. 

]!oiwcirt«lii>cb1»ck,il.ii6i*.;  C«iod«D, 

^^H                    FnCTKR,  Rev.  Or.  JaniC»,ii.  4I. 

Lord,   ii.    (>3 ;    ChtMerlielO,    Lord,    i. 

^^H              FtfDNTAm  Tavrx.n,  i.  369. 

406  n.  i  Cemui,  1.  397  1  CoogrcTc  and 

^^^1                    FOWKE,  Jowph,  Ij.  349  ft. 

Shakcepcatc,  1.   iSti  ;  coaicrmitin,  il. 

^^H                Fox.  Ciiarlri  Jutit».  Lltrniry  Club,  i. 

33s:  death, L  17611.:  u.4i6it.;  I>niiy 

^^H                   iDi.  ii(j«. ;  iL  15  M.,  30.  31,  E37n.; 

Laiie.  i.  385:  Dryden  prabcd,  i.  185; 

^^^1                   dcKcntlt^l  from  Churlft  II.  ii-  3^  n.; 

finne,  a.  337.  344,  331 ;  fiailety.  low 

^^^1                    law  of  libeU.  II.  36  n.  ■  GmTlck'i  gcie^c, 

of,  Ii.  430:    Erieudi,  IL  346;    lanenL 

^^^H                   ii.  m,  M. :  triPrT//4<^.Vit/tMu,  11.434*.; 

ii.  341  w.,  379  M.;  giRTe,  i.  449;  IL 

^^H                      Indian  Hill,  ii.  4JS  fi. 

'37-  37*;  Hob-atth'i  «[>>»{>>>•  "-  «40J 

^^^1                Fox,  Hcnrf,  &nt  Lord  Hvllwiil,  i.  a^on. 

JullN!>bN.  arguing,  ii.  3lS  m, ;  —  uid 

^^^H                Fox,  John,  I.  4i4M> 

Bcaucleik,    L   383  ».;    —    cooaparod 

^^H                  Fracastokius,  i.  }tilt. 

with  ShokeiiJeaie.  i.  3*7 ;  —  Diaisgnat 

^^^1                France.  Academy,  1.    iS3>  404>  43t : 

ii-  333-49;  —  dinei  with  Uni,  L  414; 

^^^H                      ciirrinK,  ii.   iScj ;  horw-race,  ii.   3R9, 

—  epitapli  on  him,!.  445;  ILtsg;  — 

^^^H                      39?  ;   inrailon  tluentcnrd,   i.  303  ; 

hoow,  ii.  394  ;  —  humont,  i.  345 ;  — 

^^H                      377-   45°:   lileraiurc,        3i6,  334:   it. 

liialtentlon,  11.  177:  —  Irtnt,  i.  3B6; 

^^^H                    389 :    Jflbnsan's    prejcdlcws,   ii.   1  j6 ; 

—  lichWd  theatre,  I-  i>t ;  11-  1 14  ■.; 

^^^H                       n^s,  i.  ji6m.;  priioners,  il.  570. 

— ,   miniii^,  ii.   13  n-,   19J,    alt;    — 

^^H                Frakcis,  Rct.  Dr.  Pliilip,  i.  .^7S. 

ulfcr^  to  write  bi*  Li/e,  i.  458  i  —  aad 

^^^1                FiiAMKun,  IknjiLiiiia.  cluuige  of  stj'k, 

PcEcy,  ii.  63  ;  —  plcmanre,  potaat,  ii. 

^^^1                    L    139  ».;    dedications,    L    405  <t. ; 

4S;  —  property,  ii.  sg.  333,  149  m.; 

^^^H                    Muii!«vlll?,    1.    307  n.  \    printing,  ii. 

—  ptophecy,  11.    515:    —  Prvl^ut^ 

^^^1                    111.;   ttiAinkfiilnKS,  i.  1071.;   West 

1-  385;  !'■  314;  —  P"""*.  1-  4S7:  11. 

^^^H                    Indiana,  ii.  301 

H".  317:  —  P"!"!-  '-  3*7:    U-  S37J 

^^^H                     FkASRR  orStriclirn,  L  334  It. 

—  rarecftpiesof.VAiiw/w*,!!.  jsyw., 

^^^H                  FkeubkicK  U,  iviiis  of  Primin,  dreised 

3f7  "-.  .194:  —  redenMs,  ii.  35*1  — 

^^^H                    pliun,    L    131    M. ;    JobMon    Counted 

iileacc  about  him,  ii.  336;  —  wife, 

^^^1                    Robettton  wilh  him,   i.   169  n. ;    — 

1.  348,  37*;  il.  loa  i  liberality,  i.  457  ; 

^^H                    winte  hli  life,  1.  464  ;  l<a.yaa\ ,  1.  3 1 1  n. 

ii.  194,  3j9,  349:  Lileraiy  CInb,  ii. 

^^H                FR]i:>i:iticK.  I'llnce  of  Wala,  11.  jN. 

ili  f(.,  ri|6:  LoEiirlon,  coinct  to,  1.  368; 

^^^B                FRsKwru.,  11.  33},  356. 

11.   341:   manncn,  ii.  141;    mimicry. 

^^H               Frrimi,  Dr.,  ii.  37S. 

i-  3S7  M- ;  Ii.  140 :  MootaGH,  Mn.,  11, 

^^^B                 FuiuiiN,  ii.  308. 

307  ». ;  More,  Hnnnnh,  il.  Xfj,  184. 
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t86,  iSS,  194  m.\  plol*.  ii.  145 ; 
portnut.  i.  }6f  H;  341  n. ;  pioIokdm, 
ii.  Ii!):  Protptro,  i.  179,  4^6  ;  raJMil 
the  rank  of  a  (ilnyer,  il.  141,  430; 
ShakeipcMe'*  mnlbcrrr.  It,  419 :  StOi:Ji- 
datr,  li.  330;  (tudied  hit  art,  ii.  jiS; 
BDipoiM,  li.  331;  Whig,  I.  171: 
WIUJUM,  Miti,  1.  403 ;  ti.  1 73  "• ; 
meationed,  1.  351  ti^  4*;,  408,  431  ; 
ii.368. 

GAUttCK,  Cc«rgc,  i-  385  n.,  454. 

Gabrick,  Mre.  (Oamck't  notha),  U. 

nit  315- 

Gabrick,  Mr*.  (GanicV'*  wife),  i.  458; 
ii.  13  m^  177.  184,  ib<S,   187  »..  191, 

'94.  ■4»9 
Cabbick,  P«er,  I.  369  •. 
Cabtii,  Sir  Samnel,  i.  333  m.  ;  ii.  136  n. 
Gastkcll,  Mr*.,  i.  107 ;  li.  4'3-St  ■♦''*. 

43911. 
Gay,  John,  i.  30.  358.  479 ;  "■  33'  "^ 
Cbmus,  i.  314;  ii.  164, 187. 
GKNllUTTf,  1.  iS3'4.  AH  "*■ 
CemlUmani  Magaum.  i.  369,  377,  379, 

jKon..  446:  ti.  80.  413. 
Ckobge  I,  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  t. 

171 ;  Shipped  asd  Wtlpok,  ii.  jofi  n. ; 

•■rolibo.'ii.  4ft*. 
GbobCS  II,  labliiuc  atrvt,   i.  183  w. ; 

Uteraiwc  In  bis  tcif^  ii.  7  m.  ;  Trli- 

tariBQ  ooQtroTcny,  ii.  305 ;' »  '«*••'  "• 

466. 
CEOBOt  Itl.  no  traveller,  1.  fii  "■'•  rcu 

l*io«ri'i.rfi»*--.iW/i.i.i43;»ub-i)fB«pior, 

i.  iSo«.;  JoiiBBon'Rinifrviewi,!.  18111., 

4341  u.    ij«.,  3S,  fi9''.    '»*•  34+ 

2H>  3T'  "■;  —  p«>»'**.  '■  4*7:  "■ 

ifiO,  3S«:  —  apptiwtion  'or  inertase, 
I.  44»-3:  «■  '.'^1',  i^n.,  388,  459; 
l*ilrSaf«li  l>ennox,ii.3>fi.;  madnoi, 
a.3<>8M.:pti}r*i(itm,ii.i38M.;Cai(iJ(, 
.  i49ii-;  neglected  Rrrnoldt,  ii,  401 ; 
Ministry,  ii.  4J811.;  trraicd 
li(ide«Bcy,ii.458"i.:  unpopulirlly, 
,347*.!  penfiooi,  11.  JJ5«,;  •  idiot,' 

-,4«. 

GSDKOB  IV,  Jobaton  kept  wbiliri);  for 
his  dinner,  i.  i^o  n. )— qucslloned  bim, 
li.  iiS;  prcicnt  at  a  jxiu-figbl,  L 
47  J  o. ;  (poke  hJchly  of  1  man,  ii.  69 ; 
his  ptaotptor,  ii.  ii|i  m. 


Ghosts,  i.  378,  455 ;  iL  334, 354. 

CiniioM,  EdwmnI,  the  hiMorlaa'a  falhcr, 
ii.  306  «, 

GiBlUJ.t,  Edwitrrl,  alcheiny,  i.  307  v.; 
nnmard.  Dean,  li.  363,  3fi;-,  commoO' 
place  tapica,  il.  101  «.;  d«(llcntioii, 
i.  405  -.;  KmndK.  Hi..  1.  378  «. ; 
Htyley,  ii.  43a  m.  ;  HonlTy,  i.  106  ■. ; 
In'juisilioD,  J.  11  j  n. ;  Johnson  aad 
Ym,.  i.  )03  «. :  —  /««»,  i.  j8<  N. ;  — 
Rcyaoltli'B  DiaJeguc,  ii.  333,  33749; 
lihrariex,  i.  435'*. ;  IJtJcatd,  ii.  4s8m.; 
I Jlerary  Club,  il.  6j  n.,  137  n. ;  Ijiwtli, 
Biithop.  i.  366  N.;  More.  Huuiali,  11. 
■88.  194,  333  J*.;  Onory,  Lonl.  II. 
33  f>.:  Oaford,  11.  313  w.;  payment* 
for  ffitlery,  ii.  ,(49  ;  piratea  of  Dabliti, 
ii.  437 1. ;  I'ritchanl,  Mrs.,  ii.  34B  n, ; 
KifiyKfDmiiAi-^:  K«mfta Calliolic, 
i.  1.^  «.;  Sarpi,  Pa',>]o,  ii.  345  it.-, 
ngllncsi.  I.  311*. ;  ii.  Ojh. 

GiBBAt.TAB, :.  109  M.,  143,  141. 

Gil  Hlai,  i.  4S7W. 

GiLHAN, — ,  i.  133 N. 

C!iiiti»!ia  Sfnptariui,  i.  140. 

Gladstone,  Right  lion.  W.  £.,  II.  93  «. 

TvaiOi  atavriv,  1.  409, 

Cowiv,  William,  i.  1561*. 

GOKTHK,  lint  tight  of  llie  tea,  i.  53 1*.; 
trainlag  of  acton,  li.  149  n.  ;  a  rouiuiig 
life.  ii.  354  K. 

GoLosMlTH,  Rev,  Hcrry.  ii,  371  n. 

GuLDKMiTK,  Oliver,  auto(^ph  1<rtt«r, 
1.  317  N.;  Berlin,  ii.  441  m.%  death, 
i.  99  n.;  DuerUd  Village,  ii.  314  m.; 
Dr.  Minor,  1.  370;  «i»y,  i.  4»l ; 
Goodman  Dull,  J.  370;  *7tvJ  A'tiif^ 
Mem,  i.  311;  (7i»h^  7W  .S'iIm/,  i. 
156  N.;  eiarc,  I.  44^  n.;  /iauatA  ^ 
VtnUen,  il.  130  n.;  hittarica,  il.  ion.; 
Imprutidcncc,  II.  414  t*. ;  Juhksok 
apolojpie*  to  hiin,  1.  45,1  n. ;  —  bio- 
gnpher,  i.  16C ;  — .  claim  on,  I. 
48X  ».:  — ,  cont«6U  with,  1.  3fi9;  li. 
93  "■■  367 ;  —  nUtieMry,  ii.  350;  — 
epiUph,  i  339,  48j»..;  iL  379;  — 
fricDiIaltip,  i.  431 ;  —  roonk,  i.  iio«.; 

—  overawed  liim,  ii.  370;  ~  Parael'a 
epitaph,  ii.  i^.t;  —  ptHisci  him,  ii,  491 

—  fiamilir,  ii.  351  ;  —  rou^hocM,  it. 
396 M,;  L^*,  i.  37iii.;  UtcnryClat^ 


Index. 


^                                      Index.                                  485         ^H 

HanUnge,  G«3rge. . 

....Holj:da7,  Barten.                                    ^^H 

HARbiNCE,  CcoTKt,  ii.  316. 

HKAn,  Sir  Pruicia,  i.  36}  n.                                      ^^^| 

Harrikctox,  Joidci,  ii.  97. 

Ubabkb,  Thomju,  i.  ijjn.                                  ^^H 

H^KHKjTS,  Mn,,  1.  £(!,  iji. 

Hkath,  J.,  ii.  4(!/;.                                                ^^H 

Harris,  Jsmts  i.  1S7 ;  Ii.  70,  1S8, 17}, 

HKiiitK,  Bishop  Rcelnald,  Ii.  idjn.                      ^^H 

344- 

Hi^iiEKiiiK.Wllllaia.  M.t).,l.>ii,t99N.,             ^^^| 

Hakri&on,  —  QohriKiti's  nncle),  1. 139. 

43<J.  44.^  :   >>.  7  ".  136.  ISO.  154  "-.             ^^| 

Hart,  J.,  i.  jo. 

3».  3>''  333.  386,  388,  399M.                          ^^B 

Hartlbv,  Ukvlid,  M.D.,  iL  304. 

HiiictOK,    iLdmund,    Johnson '■    school-              ^^^^ 

HaHWood,  Dr.tldvard,  ii.  &i,  419. 

fellow,  i.  101,  1)9  •.,  136*1.;  Ii.  B4;               ^^B 

UASWOdl),  Kev.  ThnrnaA,  Ii.  41011. 

—  verses,  i. 167;  — kmanuetKii,  L  I7S,                      1 

HAn-IKGs,  VVwTCii,  ii.  ^1,  36a. 

365;   —  boyhood,  i.  .160*1.;   —  tX                       1 

Hatch,  Rev.  EUwin,  D,I>^  ii.  ig^M. 

Cutlcgc,  L  36a  K.  1  —  oatnical  break-                       J 

Hawkkjwirim.  J(iin,  1  1   II.,  Aitvcti' 

faaU,  li.  334  H. ;  mcniiunccl,  i.  105-7  i              ^^H 

lurtr.i.^os:  Cwii'i  t'<iyajia,i\. 34^ a.; 

ijon.                                                     ^^H 

coxcomb,   ii.   lyS;   ilcntli,  i.    374  m.; 

llEcroK.  tiwrge.  1.  [19,                                        ^^H 

Dttaltt,  i.  jto;  Ii.  34]  ;  difpoie  with 

Helvicits,  Clulniupher,  1.  tjS,  140.                      ^^H 

HAwktM,  Ik.  80 ;    IV7  1  nn«  Club,  t. 

HKNUKRiiON,  John  (uf  Fembnikc  Col-              ^^H 

jSS;  JohD«oo's  caily  iifc,  i,   t66;   — 

197.                                                        ^H 

wife,  L  J99;  ii.  io»;  —  ■  tchool,'  ii. 

ilENDBRSoN,  John  (th«  MtM),  ii.  77  M.,              ^^H 

3!i9;  muutcra,  i.  11B1,;  Od^ on  Lift, 

^H 

\.h^n.\  ii,  167. 

Hehxy   IV    OP    FRAncx,   t    134  ».,            ^^H 

1  Iawkiks,  Sir  Chrliiopher,  U.  aa. 

illt.                                                           ^^1 

Hawkins.  Henry,  ii,  ijg. 

Hevrv  VIII,                                                     ^H 

Hawkiks,  .Si(  John,  .<V(lElii.<in*R  ttjrle,  i. 

Henkv,  Di.  Robcil,  U.jfON.                                 ^^H 

4;o>t. ;  Itodwell,  ii,  144;  chwuacr,  ii. 

Hkrcules,  I  iMo.                                                  ^^H 

7i>-S3,   ag; ;    Dert]    Tawem,    il.  99 ; 

ilKREFORU,  Dmd  oT,  IL  ^iSn.                           ^^H 

Em»  Hod  Club,  Ii.  Ill  n. :  Hiitory 

Iltrmit  of  Trnfrifff,  ii.  343.                                   ^^H 

^Altuif,  il.  79 ;  Ivy  Unc  Clnb,  L  3B9; 

Heiuchel,  Sir  Y.  W.,  i.  197  m,                             ^^H 

Johoion,  chemistry,  i,  410;  —  diaty. 

Hervkv,  Lvnl,  i.  1 35  w. ;  ii.  io>i  n.                      ^^H 

iL  8IS  n.,    i»9;    —  executor,  il.  81, 

Hkxvkv,   Hon.    Henry,    L    ><>4 "- •                     ^^^| 

380 M. ;  —  bamour,  ii.  ^Sw.;  —  ti/t. 

^^1 

i'357;  ii- 7^-ij8,.14<ii  —  •nd Matian. 

Hkrvey,  Hna,  Tbomai,  L  >$4;  U.  114.              ^^H 

il.  167  j». ;  —  pcmion,  i.  41 8 ;  —  HaS' 

tJiii}/,  il.  54.                                                            ^^H 

jtlat,  i.  471:  ^  Mcniracm,  il.  \i%: 

Hij>niRy,     ioi-j.                                                  ^^H 

—  tea,  i.  4i4>«. ;  —  will,  il.  lai,  134, 

HitUry   of  tht    Cetiittit  e/    7>at,    \.               ^^| 

IJJ.  i+S-fO;   Liierarjr   Cinb,  i.  »30, 

^H 

4JO  ;  maltKuitj-,  i   3S9.  39J,  430.  440; 

HOADLSY,  Bitlio[>,  ii.  37J.                                  ^^H 

ii,  15s  M. ;  Vonan^  ii.  81  ;  Kichanlmc.n, 

iluAXOiKc;,                                                              ^^H 

ti.  190  It.  1  uncltibftb'le,  ii.  100 w.;  WaI' 

HoBBEi,  'litoniiUi  ii.  3S7 1.                                    ^^H 

ton,  ti.  468 ;  mcaliancJ,  11.  158-9,  304. 

lioDCE,  i.  147  ff.,  318,                                            ^^H 

Hau'KI.hs,  Lady,  ii.  140.  lyfi. 

Hi>i)<;r.s,  Dr.  Nnlboaicl,  1.  43J  ;  il.  90.                  ^^H 

Hawkins.  Mikt,  1.  440  n. ;    Ii.  86  jt.. 

Ili.>t)Y.  Dr.,  il.  .176.                                                  ^^1 

130  «.,  I7jn..  319  n.:  AHictMtt,  il. 

IlucAKTH,  \Yitli«m,  Medem  ATidnigit              ^^^| 

"39-141- 

Cffnvertation.  1.  i.t^i.  359;  rpitApb,  i               ^^H 

Hawxins,  — ,  1.  138,  360. 

339  '•  1'hnile,  Mr>.,  t.  34O ;  Johnson,               ^^H 

Hat,  Sir  GeorRc,  D.C.I.,  ii.  439. 

140-1;   ii.  400  «. ;  portrsii    of  J.               ^^^| 

HaVrs.  Rev.  SiniDcl,  i.  476. 

Portec,  i.  34*4  w. ;  gcnitu,  iL  398  n.                        ^^H 

Haviry,  Wllliim.  ii.  410. 

HoLBROOK,  — ,  i.  13^,                                         ^^1 

Uav>av,  Marshal,  ii  itS. 

HvULANV,  tliirj  Lord,  U.  411  n.                            ^^H 

ttAVTSIL,  i>i[  Ueorgc,  ii.  i64n. 

HuLLi^  Thoisaf,  L  39H  H;  4IJ7  ff.                          ^^H 

Hazutt,  WiUiaiu,  il.  71,  lay  n. 

H01.VIJAV,  Buicn,  U.  3S7>                                      ^^H 
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lIomRS  /AW,  L  331. 

HooL,  — ,  i.  137. 

HoOLK.  Jalu.  i.   IM"-:  fi-   i>4*    ■*% 

i;i  M..   KM,   }>4«.   3^1.   381.  Sfis, 

j88,  409,  45J  (t. ;  /iiwinlMf/.  ti  I4S- 

160. 
HuOLi,  Un^  iL  15a,  'se-ih 
llooLl,   Ker.   SmmmI.    IL   ift,  196-7, 

160. 
Hont,  i.  378 :  ii.  1. 
lIoRACK,  Oiiei,  I.  3oSn,;  &.  861*.,  237; 

S§/int,  I  i,  458;  U.  18  A.,  134  "■• 

34« ;  £/ijtitt.  i.  358,  39;.  434.  MI ; 

)i.  iif,.  373  ;  Johnaon's  Kraptc.  i.  931 

mrtm,  tj.  407. 
HORKE.  BubO]!,  IL  46S. 
HuKXrjt,    Frkticti,    JohoMm'i    «fl«,    J. 

467  I*. ;  John  (ladcnon,  tl.  197  m, 
BoasEMAN,  — ,  i.  3S8. 
Huxstsv,  Uuhop,  L  lofr-J ;  It.  lit  «. 
/AMfiNW,  1384. 
HotraiiTott,  Lonl,  {.  159  «. 
HowABi>,  John,  ti.  314  m. 
Hl'lt!a>9i.  Thomu,  i.  jfa 
HvKT.  Uiliop,  U.  tlji  «..  380. 

Ht'HAKK  SOCIKTV,  ii.  36. 

HtiUK,  Sir  Abnham,  ii.  14. 

HVMB,   0«vi<),  acctUKd   of  gTOWM*,  K. 

jMK.;  AtBcfio,  ii.  M".;  »lt»ek»,  i. 
171  ff.;  dvil  cmjiloTincRii,  L  17*).; 
Gonfutod,  U.  437  i  copy- rich  I,  il.  44J  m.  ; 
tMiMott,  LiOOK.;  Hitioiy,  cu (ICC lion », 
Ii  73  «. ;  — ,  paymeoU  for,  it  349  m. ; 
infidel,  i.  1 1 1  M. ;  ii.  1  is  "■ ;  Johaioo, 
II.  98  ■«.:  Kiag'f  chaplain,  if.  O7: 
klng't  erll,  i.  134 ».;  M»e]itienoa't 
fft't/ary,  IL  39 ;  nun  of  leltere,  U. 
194  M. ;  mJnelc*,  i.  143  «. ;  pmtion, 
U-JiS*-;  puTEalwy.i.  i+w.i  Spctiiet, 
i.iyoir.;  itonc*, i. 315 «.]  itxlc,ii.  10, 
48:  ralcide,  defence  of,  il.  to;  mai- 
doned,  U.  74,  jgSn. 

Hi'UFHKY,  Ke*.  Cave.  t.  utjM. 

Hl'Mi'Hkv.Otias  K.,jiiuatatt,  i).  40O-i. 

HwNT,  Ltlch,  i.  37 1  ". ;  U.  131  »- 

UttNTBR,  John,  II.  1 10. 

HifJTER.  Wllliun,  I.  103;  U.  no. 

Hu:4TSR  —  'Johnson'*  MJioolmuter),  L 

UtXTUtC,  ii.  170,  403. 


HuxD,  RldUfd,  BUhop  of  W« 
381*.,  469»». 

lIunAMui,  J.,  ii.  ,3401. 

Husnnr,  Ker.  John,  I.  St  m-.  tt4  k. 
»I7«,,  ij7*«.,  37J  "-.  i7J*.j:4*- 
384  m.,  406  «. :  U.  6  <■..  7  «. 

Hi'TotmtuFi,  Dr.  Jobn  HeLj,  tl.  tl^. 

HmuN,  WilliBUD,  ii.  39J  «. 

HCTTOM,  Rct.  W.  H.,  i.  IIOM. 
I. 

/lOtr,  X.  178,  415.  470  i  ii,  107, 351. 
IHAUINATIVN,  ii.  1S8. 
lurkovtKa  after  rotL-rr-rfn,  S.  161. 
Ihpkovimtioh.  i.  iiio;  H.  la 
iNORFICNnB.'n'  Chvkcu.  U.  ttt. 
IntiJfny.  i.  >oa 

IKFLTSXCB,  ii.  53. 

Jhcratitiide,  i.  106. 
Ikxovatiom,  i.  445. 

IKK8,  Ii.  153, 

Ihnv-s,  William,  ii.  jif. 

UtLATtU  AND  iKUll,  COnfMltdTUlk 

Scotch,  L  41;  :  ii.  »6 ;    dlittitotu 
in  i;Si,  ii.  54-; ;  JohaKo'i  Usdata 
fortbelilib.  L.  41 «.;  tchclaii,  114!: 
Wood't  poicf.  11.  i6;  «. 
Avw,  1.1031^,369,  386,  4«ij  iLfclii, 

541- 
/rrtfaraiU,  i.  JOI . 

Ikvi^c,  Sii  HcaiT.  t  304 ■. 

bUNUTOK,  S.  I4S, 

J- 

Jacuox.  Di.  HeofT,  L  S^m. 
JACUOS-,  Kictuud,  11.  6. 
Jackson,  Thonaa,  L  135,  1641*. 
jftuMM  jMrtU  if  G«it,  ii.  ifiS. 
JaKAICa.  i.  30  N. ;  ii.  301  m. 
Jambs  1,  ii.  70. 

Jamss,  'Kioi!.'  i.  171  «t.t  il.  306*. 
JAMB),  RcT.  Jdui,  ii.  ji  «.,  jijflL 
/ahss;  Robcn.  U.D.,  1.166, 1^4.4141 
IL45. 

jA>SK!4tSTS,  IL  lOa 

Jakvis,  Capuin,  iL  173. 

JAV,  Cjma,  Ii.  91  M. 

JAV,  Re*.  ■William,  Ii.  »07  «. 

JKBS,  Sir  Rlchud.  SI.D.,  L  331. 

]tr?%taov,  TlKiinu,  it.  *  *. 

Jbtfrby,  faaaa,  i.  130  «.  j  U,  j9b. 


1                                   J«£Dr7,  lIiH.,..,.JoiuuoiiL,8aiuQd. 

1      JtrFEV,  Ubi,  ii.  49. 

JoHSsos,  Samnel,  Academy  at  EdUt,  I. 

1      JXMKINS,  HcniT,  il.  331!. 

3<!7;  iiiCCoani:i,i.33;  admirci  of  good- 

F      Jexxy,  ihpdylitg,  1.  114. 

bTeedlng,  il.  114:  tlfecialiaa,  Ereedoca 

Jenny's  Whiu,  ii.  iji. 

(turn,  iL  J99;  agrjimllun,  katwled^ 

Jekvss.  Kciame,  i.  joa,  4&(. 

of,  ii.  117:  ancwiry,  i.  119. 154,  lit  n.; 

JrritsiiH,  Rohett,  Ii.  46  w.,  tSj  «. 

Amtah,  \.  i]7'40;   li.  86,  119,  379 

JfiSHITS,  i.  J15;  ii,  100. 

(tee   injra   under   JoWRNAI.) ;    Bpolo- 

Ji>i>i]Ku.,  K.  I'.,  ii.  7»,  111  N. 

Ciiol, never,  foi  cilcnul  circumitan«ci. 

Jthnny  ArnutroHg,  1.  4S0. 

ii.  *6o ;  Appldx  School,  i.  373 ;  «r- 

JtiliKsiM,  Anilrcw  (Hr.  Jnhnion's  onck), 

ipilae  (kc  fnfm  nodciCoH  rKBi«TiUN . ; 

i.  130W..  I4y,  359.453. 

■litbmelic,  L  100 ;  ntUtdci  (.kc  oodcr 

JoHKHON,  AvicT,  i.  IJOM. 

ArTACKN);  attendance K^ulKd.l.3ig, 

J01iJiKUX,Ca[h«rluetl->r.JotiiiK«'fsnnd- 

340 ;  aalhoit.  auiitaace  to,  L  103, 106, 

inoiUwtl,  1.  119M. 

331 ;  ".  7.  36a  ;  — ,  Ixaied  for  poor, 

JOIIMSOM,  Edllh,  i.  130  «. 

\.  9a6,  iiH;  — ,  coandied  by,  li.  191 1 

Johnson,  Eliiabeth  (Dr.  Jahnson't  wir«), 

autographs,  t.  4,4^1  n.^  ii.  4^;  batli* 

•ocoanl  of  her  by   Hawkins,  ii.   loi  1 

'"fCi  "■  4'8;  l<citcuti>rielil,visiti,i.309; 

—  bjr  Johnscn,  i.  ^47-50  ;  —  by  Mi»i 

Bible,  studies  tbe,  i.  jj,  39,  55,  59,  61, 

Willianu,  ii.  173;  czitici.  ssS;  dcnUi, 

*4,  81,  ic6-7i  —  belicYC*  notbiut;  but 

L  4«..  lO-U,  S9.  74.  8*.  i^8, 157.  3»! 

It,  1.  14I ;  bioK«phcr»,  1.  147,  i6j  ;  li. 

IL  J17,  359,  3<io;  —  molvet  on  her 

379  ;   l)io|^pliy,    tore    for,   i.   lot  n.. 

coffin,  i,  35;  — ,  lennan,  i.  476;  — 

4ii  ;  iL  8 ;   HinDinjtham,  i.  139,  364  ; 

cpluph.  1,  39«) ;  —  uinii'nury.  1.  14, 

birth,  i.  sjg,  3f«  ;   binh-day,  1.  6,  47. 

16,  Xij,  31,  17.  38,  51,  77,  86.  106; 

ti;,    91,    100,    191    (tee   al*o    nnilcr 

'—  conitnendMl.  1.  14,  ij,  a^,  19,  4I, 

I^AVBRS);  bleue*Mr.l!arclay,iJ.39a; 

«S,  8a,  89,  107,  599i   foitniM,  i.  J(i7  i 

'blinking  Sam,'  i.  313;  boukbbdiog, 

GftRidc't    mimicry,    i.   348,    376)    li. 

i.  361 ;  Boiworib  Scb«ul,  \.  6,  364;  ii.               ^^1 

Ill  ;  J<.)tuiic>ii't  niji,  tclli,  1.  t  jj ;  — , 

340  ».;  boxing,  i.  1491  biiugiiii;  blni             ^^^H 

repotted  Kpontloo  bom,  1. 376:  jealon* 

onl,  ii.  133 1  bulTouucry,  t.  187 ;  ball,             ^^H 

of  Molly  .\atciti,  1.  15$:   Lodgings  at 

guilty  of  a,  U.  314;  Caliban,  il.  348;             ^^^| 

1lani|)alcail,  ii.  313:  ponnii.i.  3i4X».: 

candid,  i.  357:  caricfttnred,  iL  410:             ^^^| 

Ktn,  U.  173.    See  alta  imder  Johnson, 

carriage,  Iotc  of  a,  1.  319;  carving.  iL             ^^^H 

vife. 

398 ;  caicUi,  il.  366 ;  cat,  hit,  \.  31S  ;             ^^^| 

Johnson,  I-Uiubelh  (Reynoldi'i  idftter), 

cerenoniea,    1.    31!!;    ehtit,   il.    36c;               ^^^| 

il.  4<,6  ra. 

chAtaclciii  of  otheri,  i.  180,  347  ;  ii.             ^^^H 

JoHNSO.N,  £^hci  (Stella),  il.  331,  J43»». 

3701    cbarily,   i.   104,  319,   ij6,  19),               ^^H 

JvH.sxuN,  Imug,  i.  134. 

34C.  4S7  "••  4£S;  li,  113,  16S,  151,             ^^H 

JoiiNSux,  Mkh&cl  (Dr.  Jobnion's  fathcr'j. 

3S0,   1S5,   37a,  37R.   393.  40a,  416  i             ^^H 

KpjiienUccililp,    1.    iJ^A-:    tiiiih,    1. 

chcmiKfy,  \.  307,  410.  439  i  iililldrca,             ^^^| 

119  «.,  150  ff.:  '  fiiuhtb  uld  mui.'  i. 

cxamuicd.ii.  [18;  — , iuiluliied.i.  159;             ^^^1 

IE3M.;  'Bcntknuui,' ii.  339;  Hector't 

^  puliini;  pennie«  in  [bcii  bjundt,  11.             ^^^| 

Bcconat  of  him,  li.  84  n. ;  iBcUncboly, 

iji ;  chiMiih  a[nti(cro«iii*,  i.  J87;  II.              ^^^| 

i.14.8,358;  ii.»57;  parchment  (actory. 

391^;  Cbnroh  of  En{>land  man,  1.  no,             ^^^| 

IL  411 ;  property,  f.  5,  363  ;  iheriff.  i. 

397,  4)8,  456;  a.  lb],  369;  choKh             ^^H 

'39>359!   *<"■'*  ditobcdicncc,  ii.  4)7  ; 

atlendaoce,  i.  30,  {6,  Si  ;  ii,  iiK,  319;               ^^^| 

tM,  L  135 ;  tndB,i  133,  ij+i  ■"uiily.  i. 

clusical  lattC]  ii.  77,  364 ;  climbed  a             ^^^| 

1 3 J.  '39- 

Cate,  ii.  41 J  i  clnb  life,  i.  38^1  <ori>             ^^^| 

JoUMsON.    Nklhtnict     (Dt.     Jobaton't 

plaiotk,  i,  199,  163;  ii,  140,  144,  361 ;             ^^H 

brotliei),  \.  Jj,  ISO,  iji.  359. 

cognplimcntt,  1.  a!M;  confMiiiint  made             ^^^| 

JOKXiioN,  Sarnticl  (levcnl  of  Ihat  minicj. 

to  hiiu.  1.  399.  310:  c:uNvr.iL.«AriaN,            ^^H 

L  1301..,  175,300. 

9igniii£  for  I'itXarj,  \.  ioj«.,  376,  390,             ^^H 
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451 ;  ii.  96.  i»i,  as?,  J31 ;  —  big 
wonU,  i-  344;  —  b«ji«,  not  (rom,  ii. 
'35"-;  —  c-^tradicliont,  1.  J99,  jsi, 
4S0 ;  H.  137t  3*J  i  —  dwcrited  by 
Cwntwriaad,  it.  76,  and  \>r  Hoguib,  L 
a^o;  — didactic, Ii.  \f>f,;  — ,(l<i](iD&tIc, 
Ii.  gi;   Initial   «entcni:ei,  11.   I41;   — 

—  life  of  wlk,  i.  160,  308;   iL  jji  ; 

—  lou«i  woi«.  i.  J47.  45'  J  —  novelty, 
ii.  19;  —  prwide,  Ii,  97;  —  K!»l 
opinion  not  given,  I.  i!:i5:  11.918,356; 

—  routs,  wouli!  talk  of,  ii.  jSgn.;  — 
■ilictit  till  dnwa  oul,  u  i£o,  389,  347  n.; 
it.  164,  3f  s,  +ai :  —  story-telling,  1. 
t6%  i  —  tkllicil  hit  but,  ii.  •)£,  iii  ; 

—  witliual  cfToit  XxiX.  1.  j;3,  334.  319, 
461) ;  —  writingK,  like  lii«,  I.  34H  n. ; 
ii. 91,391,401 :  — belter  ttian  hii  writ- 
ings, II.  Jio;  — wrong  side,  ii.  34  n, ; 

—  youth,  in,  I.  I^J,  361  j  ii.  108; 
country  life,  i.  zm  ii.  .153  i  couimge, 
!•  )'4'  .130  i  court  monniiag,  ti.  191; 
oetluUty,  11.  111;  critic,  i.  46J,  4(9, 
4771  Ii-34fii37>;  critical  of  bchnvioitr, 
ii  »7fi :  cnriorfty,  ii.  3-6 ;  <iaily  life,  ii- 
9),  11$.  WO;  djinclng,  L,  iii;  11.  51; 
(bnttmt,  i.  319,  319;  djenth,  liiead  of, 
i,  101  «.,  ti6,  i09,  314,  175-7,  330, 

439,  445.  448  :  H-  69,  "6-7, 13J,  135, 
156,  »oj,  JJ4, 33;,  394,  399i  — hi»  list 
dayi,  i.  443"-.  444*8i  ii-  7t  ija-36, 
i4&'6o,  1(13,  169,  103-*,  jjiS,  jSit-S, 
39t<,  413;  —  hit  dnth  agitated  the 
public,  l  356 :  dcbti,  t.  413  ;  11.  313 ; 
dedicated,  never,  L  40;  ;  diujr  (t«e 
htfra,  Jonnial) ;  dictionary-niiiker,  i. 
l6o;  diet.i.  94;  diicriininatlor, fon^  of, 
■i.  336  ft.  1  <liktirictiun,ili»titcetL  desire  of, 
L  a8G ;  doctor,,  dcgicc*  of,  i.  413;  IL 
350;  dotDj;  good  c^cry  day,  II.  419; 
dieanis,   i.    159 ;    dtcu,   i.   14J,    307, 

*4S«-.  386:  ii.  75.  103.  139.  '^o.  33g. 
401  :  — ,  critical  of,  i.  33^-8  ;  il.  jjj  ; 
Datch.  ttcdies,  i.  68 ;  Easion  Miuduii, 
ii.  317,441  ;  eating,  i.  109,  317,  349, 
338,  371  «.;  ii.  61,  64,  75,  105,  184, 
sio,  igB,  336,  40J  ;  wlioiiig  hii  BCQli- 
meals,  i.  3J0  i  clcclioa  balluo,  i,  193  \ 
elcifliaJil,  compared  lo  an,  L  387 ;  cm- 
pluuii,  ditlike  of,  i.  373 ;  cncmlci, 
wonilcTS  be  has,  i.  i;o;  exageention, 


hatred  of,  i.  3oH ;  exceUenoe,  t.  333, 
196;  eiuraM,  i.  ifiS,  330;  ii.  94: 
time,  anxiety  aboDt.ii.  43,  337:  fajBll)', 

»■  i3>.   »39.   '48,  ISO.  Ufi**',  359 
(Mliiig,  i  38,  38-9,  J3,  69,  63.  71.  ;i, 

J5.  j!.  SJ.  8;,  97,  »09.  450  i  fcelioe 

for  otkers,  i.  >e$,330,  351, 167,  376-7; 

'liddlcHJc-dec,' 11.430;  llatlay.  1.  373; 

U.   \^^-^,  i8g,   114,  319;   foucbt  Ut 

way,    iL    144 ;    fuxJinnting,   L    287  ; 

FiEDcb,  knowledge  of,  L  ji6ml,  324; 

friend,  m  a,  i.  i8cs  3»6,  330,  336,  379, 

431,  458  \  ii.  167,  41 1  ;  friduiihip  kept 

111  npair,   Ii.  69)1.:  &vil,  lore  of,  L 

317;   fwcral,   i,   44^  i    iL   136,   379} 

fnlDte,  the,  i.  131 ;  Giktltddin,  L  17^;; 

gentleman,  inprct  for  a.  i.  154; 

cnlailuas,L  163,36;,  431 :  11.141,333, 

»74.  '97,  33"  :  Eb«'«  (see  imfra  nper* 

natnnl  watld) ;  goodc)uallti«i  of  others, 

ii.  434  H.\  giaw,  ii.  133,  378;  gravity, 

i.  3)5;  gicat,  OKcUng  the,  iL  6831,; 

Greek.  L  69,  77.  89«..  i8j;  IL  363; 

iiAUirAirtoNS,  Holt-Court,  ii.  itg  ;  — 

—  Edlal.  i.  368:  —  Ooogh  Squaw,  L 

J83 ;  —  f  iT«y'»  Uin.  i.  416 :  —  Green* 

wich,  i.  373  ;  —  Giotwiior  Square,  iL 

191 ».;  —  Inner  Temple  Lane.  t.  416  ; 

il  38,108;  — Jolin«oB'sCcart,i.  430; 

iL    I  If,   —   boQKhold  funiiiutc  oiid 

CG<Hi«m^,  i.  fiitn.,  416,  41S;  iL   113, 

14' •  '59.  4<M;  —  inniaic3,i.  103,  391; 

ii   117,  411 ;   Hnmlct,  alanned  by.  L 

ifiS;   hare,   let   oiie   escape,   ii.   397; 

HKALTK,  u  on  ia&nt,  i  131,  133 ;  In 

175''.  i  '9!  in  tr«-7'  *■  33  "^i  44t 

"54.   »8S.  4»3;  "»  '768.  i-  48-9!   hi 

1769.  '-5*;  io  1770.  L  53  i  ta  1771,1. 

56;  in  i77j,l.»S4,67i  in  1776^11.449; 

in  1777,  \.  80!  in  1778,  i.  86;  io  1779^ 

i  88;  in  1780,  i.  93-4;  in  17S3,  L 

103.  198,  114,  33i>:  il.  196;    in  1783, 

i  111,   113,    438,   440:11.    3.    SOI,  454; 

in  1784,  i.  441 ;  ii.  111,  41,7  (am  su/ira 
under  death) ;  —  opcralcd  on  fainucU, 
'i-  »34.  ^>  4*7!  —  pby»ic,  dabbler 
in,  iL  ic8,  313 ;  ktard  ptcoonnced 
httni,  il.  41 8  :  Hebrew,  S.  364 ; 
hiding.  laid  to  be  in,  1.  375 ;  hlflory,  L 
loi ,  4E1  ;  liekftrtui.  1. 170 ;  Uonen- 
tol,  Dot   the  Ktpectabt^  L   384;    U. 
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^8  H.  ;  bMiKhold,  see  infra  otiAet 
bmbiUltioiul ;  humility,!,  196;  lininotir, 
«in  of,  i.  jj6.  »69,  j8;,  345,  45*, 
468;  jl.  v3,  iSi,  185;  — ,  cnod,  )i. 
179,  186,  188;  — .  severe.  1.  141,  3,10, 
8!7 :  —  tetter  alter  diuuet,  li.  j<)0 ; 
bjrpocris/,  out  lutpietoua  of,  ii.  ji;  ; 
igooratiot.  »■  ai3 ;  impramna,  L  ^75  ; 
impwrisations,  1.  iij^,  jjq,  381 ;  in- 
erednUtr,  L  *4<-4;  Wolencc,  u  5,  aS, 
?i,  ;4.  86,  i;8,  409;  ii.  11?,  i«; 
iaftclcU,  avtmiuQ  Tor.  i.  iii;  ii.  37a; 
inllaeiiced  by  Thiak,  i.  341,  33S1  in- 
bcrilatice.  i.  5;  innovnliont,  t.  349; 
Iialiu,  1.  77,  gg  :  Italy,  propoMiJ  vitlt 
to,  L  363;  ii.  71,  1H7,  447  ;  JDcnlar 
qie«che*,  ii.  371 ;  jnnrniJ,  i.  I4  w.,  64, 
81  n.,  117,  450  <HC  lu/ru  Odder 
Anmalt)  ;  jumpiag,  li,  356  ;  king's 
evil,  touched  for,  t.  135,  151,  360;  ii. 
338;  koDwlinlgc,  luvc  of,  ii.  19  i  — 
general,  i,  ijj,  iSi  ;  it.  iiS;  —  of 
tnonsfiaurcx,  li,  jif  ;  —  of  nrgcry,  il. 
387 ;  —  of  digestion,  il.  405;  —  in 
laidy  auh.  11.  jAj  1  Izte  huun,  1. 131 ; 
U.  19,  rjji,  316;  Latin  ejiigrimii,  ii.  I13, 
i{4  ;  Utinily,  t  3if ,  416,  459 !  "•  3 : 
Un^h,  U.  71 :  lawyer,  viiii  to  be  a,  ii. 
361  i  lemonade,  \v  69,  lao;  Linl'ERs, 
U.  363  i  —  to  Allcu,  K«*.  Mr.,  ii.  45 1  ; 

—  Compiort,  kcT.  J.,  ii.  45.1 ;  —  Hay, 
Dt,,u.439;  —  Jones,  Gnflilh,il4i4; 

—  Lye,  Kev.  IL.,  ii.  441  ;  Macpticison, 
J.,  li  44<i;  ~  Percy,  Dr.,  ii.  440-r; 

—  Porler,  Lncy,  ii,  450  ;  —  Reynolds, 
FrancM,  il,  448-S«,  463,  MS  :  —  l<'=f>- 
«nlioii,i>.,  ii.  435-g  ;  —  Sutrcs,  ¥.,  il. 
454:  —  Su»b«D,  W.,  ii.  443;  — 
Taylor,  Dr,  li.  447,  453;  —  Th:ak, 
H.  M.,  ii.  4S I ;  —  name  not  eiven,  ii, 
447;levK',i.  414:  ii.  111.365;  lihtary, 
!■  >£:  !>,  31^1.  380:  living,  declloet  u. 
iL  107,  361 ;  logician,  i.  451;  latdnm, 
dnad  of  (see  infra  cnitcr  aeUnclinly) ; 
BankiDd,  thought  well  of,  U.  9:  — , 
knovlcdgcof,  ii.  tiSi  iiuuTiaj;c,i.  349, 
36;  ;  ii,  360  -,  oelonchaly  and  mental 
diKiniert,  t.  46,  s3,  78,  117,  148,  t8o, 

t09>  S4>.  409.  45'.  47a  :  ti.  97.  *". 

l»67.  '*'.  333,  3j8  ;  memory,  1. 68, 80, 

>a,3J5.36o;  ii.  87,166-7,  jji,  364, 


401;;  laetapbync*,  i,  3Q],  4J1;  duikI 
leady  fijr  qk,  ii.  >30 ;  tninci,  love  to 
■cc  a  knot  of  little,  i.  jjS;  mutiCi  i. 
aij  ;  it.  103,  38j.  30S,  404:  loya- 
tcriomxie**,  I.  3 16  ;  Dou-juior,  n«l  t .  II. 
35.S  :  Miiganim  tonUmptor,  iL  376 ; 
aane,  i.  i.to,  133;  olwcenliy  and  tm- 
Iiicty  reprcMcd,  i,  453:  li.  334:  '  ob- 
■tinale  rationality,'  I.  ii6n. ;  ofTeoce. 
euily  took,  1.  346 ;  ollcied  ■  thilliiig, 
ii.  169;  «ld  age,  L  84,  181  ;  i>pialct, 
1,  86,  38r  U.  138,  ij6,  3(19;  oriutce 
fJCel,  nw  of,  iL  45  ;  older,  L  35,  38, 33, 
70;  painting,  i.  314;  ii.  101,  386; 
Pnpin,  if  he  could  wnnld  be  a,  I,  379  m,; 
parlour,  cainpnny  for  the,  L  193 ; 
liorodis  (see  under  PaRiiIXU);  pat. 
Bloni,  ii.  335,  337-8  !  ptience,  i,  367 ; 
PemSrokeCollege^iee  under  Ox  KORU}; 
penance,  iL  416 ;  penitents,  lover  of,  U. 
114;  pennon,  L  63  m.,  113,  31),  417; 
i<-i>5>  350|  3(5;  —  Increue  aolidtcil, 
I  441;  II.  ISO,  369,  jS8,  459:  per- 
eon,  L  149,  314,  344,  4SO.  458  ;  ii.  41, 
98,  J64-5,  3og,  366,  403  ;  phllasophy 
Uiidict,  i.  17  ;  phytic  (see  mpra  uuilei 
bealtli):  piety (leeiM/ni under  r«liglon); 
pUste,  seelting  to,  t  318,  454 ;  poetry, 
i.  460-4  ;  ii.  433  ;  polltcocai,  i.  169, 
45'.  4f3  i  ii.  6.5,  >8«,  360,  376,  403; 
Pbiitian,  propoict  to  edit,  1.  36;^; 
poUtloil  writer. 1.474:  politics. modem, 
i.  303:  portmiK,  L  jtj.  343;  ii.  9, 
461;  pott-mnttctn  examination,  iL  136, 
388 ;  poBlcrily,  best  known  to,  il. 
395  ». ;  powrty.  i.  ijj,  iRo,  371,  377, 
380,  413,  416;  ii.  S8,  370;  pral»e, 
caaKEcTBted,  i.  1S5,  114;  pnitci,  por- 
timonioDs,  11.  303 ;  pra.ycn,  piojcctcd 
l>ook,L4,ii9; ~  C^w  oixl" Pkavbiis); 
prsyini;  aloud  (lee  inftA,  talking) ; 
prcjudicts,  ii.  i  ifi-i  -.  pride,  I.  451 ; 
li.  93.  3)3:  prufctsloD,  bred  to  do,  11. 
1311. ;  pr(i1'et*or,ii  361 ;  promptitude,]. 
385;  prose,  i.  464-71 ;  Ptnic  war,  L 
301 ;  qnaireb,  1.  331,  J39  1  queMien 
cnrag«t  hint,  ii,  151  ;  (^noting  him 
agaiaat  lilaiselfi  ii.  >  .^6  :  tan  a  nee,  ii. 
378*  39(S;  SMMias,  like  cliaracten  in, 
il.  t;s,  130,  376;  icadiitE,  Icimt  to 
read,  1,  133,156;  —  amstnnt  of,  L  144, 
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iSl,  jSl,  363;  ii.  j+4;  —  mode  of, 

i.  319;  ii.  87,  f^a,  »S4;  —  f^'r 

fMd  a  book  thnrai^b,  i.  351,  363;  — 
Joud,  i  347,  457;  iL  6,  154,  166, 
393  i  Klleion,  luld  of  a  future  »atc,  i. 
i35>  1*^3 :  — read  Gtotlo^,  L  157  j  and 
CUrkc,ii.306;  — iMctj.t  109, 113,1;;, 
4j6  ;  ii.  fg.  »JS,  )S7,  J97  !  —  rMpect 
for  pious  pM>j)Ic,  i.  1 1 }  ;  —  djring  ez* 
haitttioni,  U.  f»6,  146-7,  150-1, 157, 
l«9,  »03,  5o6,  3.1*.  3S7t4'Ji  -  («» 
naiicr  CiihisTIaNITV  anil  PraVKR*); 
tnoluliuiiv,  i.  II,  16,  17,  35-6,  iit)-33, 
36.^o.4i,  J4-S.5!).fi'.'i^■'i'5.;«.8o, 
68,  jit-i,  94-ii.  97,  99,  117  i  rtsing,  i. 
3J.  37.  +1.  ♦».  67.  3<|0;  ioll»  duTm  a 
liiLI,  il.  391  ;  roraancci.  ii.  441 ;  rough- 
new,  i  1S9,  J4»».,  346;  ii.  S57,  305, 
iSo,  401;  —  repoiied  of,  i.  iia,  344, 
»86;  Ii.  1J3,  163,  417;  —  gMitlc 
doln^,i.i96;  ii.  i7om.,196;  — pro- 
Tolccd,  i.  3o9;  it.  377;  —  charmed 
Into  m[Hnes«,  ii.  S9,  lei ;  —  in  catLy 
Ufc,ii,  ijii;— KurpTJscdfLifivmgofircnuc, 
ii,  iSt ;  —  nunc  swn  by  Barcliy,  ii. 
ilSij;  snctaiueai,  \.  76,  S4.  ()!».,  98; 
ii.  118;  Mtiie,  dislike  of  ^ejieinl.i.  113, 
537;  KCBcry,  j.  Jij,  333;  il.  no; 
scbenci  of  life,  i.  35,  >^tt\  '  school,'  his, 
ii.  i»7,  »3o,  359;  Mhool-dujs,  i.  136- 
'40.  157.  159.  .ifto;  "■  84,  163,  395t 
414;  9L-nip!c5,  i.  3«,40-i,  4<'.«3.  "3. 
3»3,  3W.  45":  sca-lifc.  ii.  376;  *e^- 
itionii,  L  81,  476:  'il)DWn  ofT/  i.  151  ; 
U.  197  :  «giii,  I.  19.  130,  337,  344. 
4J7J  il.  aoy.  175-7,  »9'i  '9".  343: 
tilvcr  c<.ffec-i%ol,i,  lOj  ;  —  £11^,1.135; 
dil|;alsrtty,  diriikc  of,  i.  tit,  313; 
»lecp,  i.  44,  80,  iji;  u.  113,  346; 
Stbtr,  i.  178;  aoLitade,  i.  119,  331, 
440;  It.  131,  111;  sixakioe  in  pub- 
lic, ii.  361  «.,  393 :  SloffordiJiJte 
dialect,  ii.  375  n.,  418;  ttaniU  b]> 
his  couoiry.  i.  371;  icary'ieliuig,  i. 
3)6;  Wndied  behaviour,  i.  336  ». ; 
(Indies,  ii.  S5,  log  isec  alio  onder 
l'BAvi:R«);Btylc|i. 466-71;  »ubordma> 
lioQ,  i.  3491  »]rcnu»urai  woild,  1.  176, 
4651  »■  354;  superatidons.  i,  450(1,, 
455;  swarming,  ii.  17S;  ^wearing  rc- 
t»ikcd,  il.  17,  4JN.,  178;  nrlniEaing, 


1  St4 ;  11-4 ;  talking  to  talniself,  1.  439  ; 
Ii.  ii6,  jj7,  373,  4J4;  uvem-cbafr,  ii. 
7«,9i!  I«,  i.  331,  414:  ii.  75,  105, 
I30,  33*,  364  ;  tricLar,  a  cnat,  1. 169 ; 
tciidcnicu,i.  184,435;  11.90,185,196, 
379;  tlicalrc.  U  the,  i.  iij6\  U.  31$; 
Ihinlune,  taught  ihc  an  of.  Ii.  130; 
time.cominileraf.ii.iQ,  Mj;  Tor 

i.  171,  304,  45*;  "■  3-t*:  t™!:*^) 
writtr,  i.  368,  3*7:  •tranquil  aniforai 
atate.'i.  jto;  tinvellitig,  lowof,  1.  »*.>, 
330 ;  11.367,  376;  'iRmudous  cata- 
ponion,'  i.  itig  m.,  454 1  tricki  on  Mr«. 
Salu»t'ai7,L335i  ti.39ii  tnithfulncw, 
I-  aaj.  397.  34^,  45S;  ii.  118,  133. 
41B ;  t/rsa  Major,  U.  170 :  mcfnl,  luvc 
of  lh<,  i.  383  ;  VatiUy,  Sec,  tcan  In 
Tcadbg  it  alond,  I.  iSo;  voice,  i,  347. 
451 ;  iL  133  M.,  177,  )Si  ;  wiire  (see 
nndct  Vow3} ;  walk,  ii.  139, 165,  173-5  ; 
vraala  few, I  319;  wat^,  ii.  Ki,  117, 
193 ;  vreather,  inllucugc  of  (kc  nodes 
Weathkh):  whistliiie,ii.4i,j3i  wife 
(»ec  unilcrJi)«w.M>;t,KLi;,ABrTH) ;  will, 
i.  441 «.,  448:  !i,  U).IM-^.<3>.149. 
379f  383;  wine,  UM  of,  i,  ij.  a*,  aog, 

»>7.  37'!  »■  46.  "W.  3",  33*,  375: 
wloiet,  )lk«l,  i.  319;  womni,  omcait, 

rc«Ti«  one,  ii-  t68  ;  — ,  ullciog  to,  ii. 
nil  3)6;  womcQ,  souiety  of,  ii,  351, 
3)li ;  Works,  liit  of,  i.  304  «.J  —  pto- 
jertcd.  ii,  371;  —  moral,  L  971; 
woild,  mpcci  Tor  it,  i.  3}i,  313,  315; 

—  knowledge  of  it.  1.  j)6,  153,  345; 

—  more  ^lisfied  with  it,  ii.  159  (see 
also  andcr  VVuKii'i:  wiitine,  dialike 
of,  i- 178 ;  il,  73 ;  —  fi»T  raonoj',  1, 181  j 
iL  90,  107  J  —  mode  of,  i.  348,  4*5, 
4461  n.  3iG>4)4i  —  ^^"^  (^1  >*•  3*Si 
346. 

Ju)t?4.S0M,  Sonkh  (Dr.  Jtihnson's  mother), 
binh,  i.  i5on. ;  cturactei,  i.  151, 154; 
Ii.  8411.;  deaib.  1.  idosn.,  i»s,4i5; 
Ii,  368;  lainlly,  i.  154,  359;  general 
nlM,  I.  161 ;  JoliDfion'c  childhood,  i. 

'3'-9.  ^5?.  '*3:  —  '«!'•  San/  i. 

.78. 
Johnson,  Thomas,  i.  13S, 
Johnson,  WUliam  (Dr.  Johusoa'i  graad- 

faihcT^,  1.  139. 
JoHNSOW,  William,!,  ijoa. 
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Johnaon,  'WilUun        Lnngtuge^                                             ^^^ 

1 

JOHNSOX,  Wflltam,  of  Tonington,  U. 

King,  W.  P.,  i.  317                                           ^H 

379 «..  404*1. 

King's  lviu    Sec  under  Jo iihsoh.                     ^^H 

JtiKNsoK,   Mrx    (Reyoolilt's  niece),  ii. 

KiFris,  Ur.  Aotiicw,  1.  481  m. :  ii.  39$.                ^^H 

404. 

KNAPiurts,  The  booksolkn,  ii.  35;.                     ^^| 

JuHMiTort,  Sir  Jame*.  ii.  40911. 

Knkllem,  Sii  Godfrey,  il.  (  ■.                           ^^H 

JOHXKTON.  \V..  i.  415, 

Knicht,  Captkia,  L  335.                                       ^^| 

\        JUMS!,  Griffith,  Ii.  454. 

Knicht,  Cbailu  (Uie  luthor),  i.  iiS  n.               ^^| 

1       Jo?tES,  I'liilip,  ii.  tij^n. 

Kniriit,  SirCharlt*.  li.  171  m.                            ^^| 

1        JoHES,  Dr.  Trevor,  ii.  413. 

KKtOiT,  C«Tiicli«,  ii.  171  M.,  176.                        ^^1 

JoNKS,   sit   Willum,  (uojccted  viiil    lu 

Kni&iit,  Udy,  Amtfdattt.  U.  171-6.                     ^^| 

Amcnca,  L  i«j  n. ;  Huidw  Schuol.  i. 

Khdixks,  RidiBTd,  i.  461.                                  ^^H 

161 M.;  Jnhiuiin  ptaisca  him,  j,  387; 

K\owLXix>E.    general.    L     t^j.     3(Si  ;              ^^| 

—  fyutem  /j/aaJi,  ii,  6 ;  —  Greek,  il. 

evcrfdity,  i.  J8i.  3J4 ;    all  valuable,             ^^| 

363;  Uttnwy  Club,  ii.  »6  «,.  137  ». ; 

ii.  19  n. ;  irreculnr,  li.  301.                                 ^^H 

manicdfiL  loo;  'niixlciily  and  Gnek,* 

Kkiix,  John,  I.  43S.                                               ^^M 

ii.  366- 

Knox.  John,  anlhor  of  b  Tfur,  Ac,  U.              ^^M 

JossoN,  Ben,  AUMtmhl,  i,  30IS  n. ;  tnto- 

^^H 

j             gii.pb,  1.46311.;  '  UermuflM,' i.  JiSn.^ 

Knox,  R«v.  Dt.  Viccwinu*,  i).  31  j  m.                    ^^^ 

L             DuTtl  Tavcm,  i.  .(JJ ;  *  finding  ncitbci 

KovALBVsKV,  frofcMor,  li,  147  w.                           ^^| 

MtK  ao-c  mind,'  i).  146  n. 

^^H 

JoKUKx,  licv.  Willkni,  i.  164, 17a,  361. 

^^1 

]       JoRTiN,  Re*.  !>.  John,  1.  jMh,  ;  U.  11, 

/.Il  Sen/a  Padnna,  il.  410.                                    ^^^| 

15  H.,  346.  431. 

Lack,                                                              ^H 

Jaumiy  to  tkt  Watent  hlandi,  i,  417, 

Lade,  Sir  John,  1.  313,  3B1  ;  11.  153.                     ^H 

475;  il,  6,  41,46,  178,  310.  3«8. 

LaMR,  Chartc*.  Mn.  Darbauld.  1.  157  «. ;              ^^| 

JOWETT,  Ker.  IkBjaiiitit,  il.  98*. 

MIIiod'i  Dt/t»(i,  1.  4t(j  If.;  Bianlia,             ^^^k 

Jl'KIL's,  Fnocit,  ii.  1I4. 

ii.  3  M. ;  (mnoing,  iL  iSn.  ;  Kowc.  ii.              ^^| 

/bwjW,  i.  iT'J,  »oj*.,  4751  li-41. 

14]  n. ;    Hoole,  il.  145-    ItcnilerBML,              ^^H 

JlJSTIM  MaRTVK,  Ii.  430. 

li.  19H  M. ;  Fleet  Sircctt  U.  30J  ».                      ^^| 

JuvrKAU,  i.   iM"-.  J"*.  3SS,  443N., 

Lamuetii  Mab^ii,  1.  37j.                                  ^^| 

4tk>;  it.  166,  339.  387. 

Lang,  Anilrcw,  i.  89  m.                                          ^^H 

Lamgiion,  —,  ii.  447.                                           ^^1 

K. 

Lahglev,  Rct.  Mr.,  il.  4f  3.                                  ^^| 

KaMM,  Lord  CHenry  Home),  i  >E5  *>. ; 

Lakc-tom,  Ik'unet.  liotwcll  rebuked,  1.              ^^| 

a.  16, 373. 

87  M. ;    Burke  Jn  diHpaic,  il.  13  w. :             ^^H 

Kearney-,  Ur.  John,  ii.  30  «. 

chitdrai,  j.  154  m.  ;  Cellnlanta,  il.  36 ;              ^^H 

KKA&iU'.V,  G.,  Jtttdalt',  ii-  l6i-7«. 

dMCrllxd  by  Iksl,  ii.  390  ;   JohnMit'*               ^^H 

KkATH,— ,  i.  3)»  f». 

bc^aal,  iL  1  go ;  —  dcatli,  i.  445 1». ;             ^^^ 

Kbitu,  Admiiol  Viscount,  11.451  it. 

ii.  137,  134,  153,   154-5,  ij7'9,  315,             ^H 

Kkllv,  Hu^h,  i.  181.  43J ;  ii.  6,  jjja  w. 

335,  407 ;  —  draw>  his  chanicia,  ii.             ^^H 

Kkmblk,  John,  i.  134  M. :  li.  148  K. 

371 ;  —  roll,  ii,  391  ;  .—  ponraiti  i.             ^^^ 

Kkuvis,  Tboinu  1,  ii.  tj,  153. 

459  ".:  ii-  9  ;  —  values  blm,  i.  198  ;.^             ^^H 

Kennbdv,  Rev.  Dr.  John,  ii.  jjja. 

viuu  him,  1.  113  I*.:  Ulk,  iL  3js>i-:             ^^H 

Kkn.vicott,  Rev.  BenjanuH,  P.D.,   ii. 

Uleruy  Club^  E.  jjq,  410;  meinioocd,              ^^H 

sat. 

1.  31  «.,  S3.  101,  106:  ii.  33,  30,  5),              ^H 

Kbnkick,  WilUftm,  ii.  50, 

1 39,  1  fi%  1 93,  194,  439  "-                                 ^H 

K»MT,  Duke  or,  ii.  64,  ioi. 

Langi'uk,  «ld  Mr.,  ii.  107  h.,  399  ».,              ^^H 

Kktt,  t'rmaci*,  li.  388  w. 

^H 

KiLBV.  Rev.  Mr..  U.  43a 

Langtok    !a  LlAOolutiire,   L    386  ■».,              ^^1 

KiLKOKBY,  Lord,  i.  IJ5. 

^^H 

King,  Di.  Williaro,  ii.  381. 

L 

LamguaOE,  knowledge  of,  11.311,                        ^^H 

^H         493                                      Index.                                 ^^^^1 

^^H                                IiKnadowne,  third  Hmnjali  cif......Iionclnu«.                        1 

^^H              Lansudwke,  third  Mui^nU  ol,  i.  Jl9i«. 

Ltbru7,t.444«.  1  |>opalatW(i,U.  1  ija.i 

^H              La/M,  1. 140. 

Johoao*"*  botttc,  ii.  laj,  l}»,  itfi,  j;5 

^^H            LAunstiN,  L  m  N. 

»•. ;  —  pniM  of  it,  il.  410 ;  —  «iUb>, 

^^H             Latin, 

ii.  433;   »choot,    iL    163,   396;    fw 

^^^B             L.ATi.''  PoKTRV,  Biodcfa,  i.  5(5. 

<»<x>*liMi  u-  37  J  "-i  Crcca'a  wimnm, 

^^H             La  TKaMK,  iL  158,  30$. 

fi-  397  1  Tocrian,   IL  410  «.;  ptkw 

^^H              l^uD,  Ardibubop,  t.  ]JO,  tfit. 

ti.417. 

^^H              LAt'DRK,  Witliun,  i  <t9}-9;  ii.  }M. 

LiCKKiKLD,  Earl  of,  iL  361  m. 

^^H              l-\ruHTtk,  ii.  187. 

Liri,  a  onttelcM  ottr,  L  151 :  u*  if 

^^^1             Lavaixk,  tl.  144. 

of  l)til«  (klogv,  L  >oS  ;  vacaHT,  L  ijl ; 

^^H              L*AvuCAT,  Miht,  i). 

low,  1.  353  ;  an  of  tinog,  L  314  ;  te 

^^H               Law,  i.  313;  U.  m. 

tnpphga,    i.    34£  :    niaens,   fi.  1^ 

^^1               Law,  Williwn,  i.  363  m.  ;  ii.  30.^  «. 

36a    Sc«  oIm  wKkr  WiiiLo. 

^^H             L^WRs.Hci;,  Ih.  yicocb,  ii.  34.  2^  it- 

LIU.U,  ticoiKe.  i.  386  m. 

^^H               Lawkkmck,   Thoniu,   MJ>.,  JohaMn** 

LrKiHAV,  Ladr  CbarloCtc.  t.  tof  ■. 

^^^1                phyaldati.  i.  lot,  198:  U.  id:  —  co- 

LlND&zv,  — ,  1.  418  m.                          ^^H 

^^^H                  ilcsted  to,   i.    104 ;  —  Ode,   1.   4(10 ; 

LutkOK,     344.                                       ^^H 

^^^1                  Dt  Tfmptramentii,  1.  103,  ic6;  laen- 

LiUrary,  1.  33{^                                          ^^H 

^^H                 boned,  1.  378;  ii.  9, 109,  iio  m. 

Liurary  Magatiiu,  i.  399,  41^           ^^f 

^^M               Lc  Clkkc,  Mra.,  i.  44. 

UTF-tASV  MAN,  I.  338  M,                           ^^H 

^^H               Lkajuc,  W.  Xcilh,  it.  466,  4S8. 

LlTKRATtlKK,  i.  )8(,  395.                            ^H 

^^H               Ll^  Artlwr,  ii.  403. 

LiTTLR  BRITAIN,  i.  134.                                       1 

^^H               Lu,  Kalh&nkcl,  Ii.  6t  n. 

lAStttOvu,  first  Earl  of,  U.  sSfc  41I          J 

^^H               Lkk,  Aldmnan  WiUiun,  L  a04  ». 

^iwj  «//4tf  I^t,  buEain  and  pa7M^^^| 

^^^K               Lkf.ds.  l>ukc  oC  i-  ij3  m. 

L  78.  iSi  n.,  433  :  ii.  3S7  i  pKW^^H 

^^H               L.EEK,  i.  130  M. 

i.  B6,  ss,  94.  9$.  437;  ii.  jgj:  m     * 

^^H               LxiiNiTZ,  1.  374,  480. 

celectrd   by  Jobtuoo.   i.  373  ■.;  tU 

^^H               LeiaKD,  Dr.  'Jhnmai,  It.  19. 

pleinre  in  the  work,  i.  398;  nthi 

^^^1                   LltNNOX,  ChulotU,  i.  101  ;  jl.  99. 

in  later   f.hm,  i.  188  ;   btttlt  dot  w[> 

^^^1                 LbnniiX,  Lnd^  Sftiah,  ii,  31  m. 

pKwcd,  li-3;  aMHlancc  o<  booiaeUeni 

^^^1               Lboki,  anaga,  ii.  69. 

ii.  70 ;  —  of  Sl«n«s^  il.  371 ;  oio- 

^^H             LnuK,  C.  K.,  IL  J19,  1(9  N. 

died  hy  Marphy>  L  477-87 ;   L^  ff 

^^H                 LeTTEU,  Ii.  I4j,  lAJ. 

Sf<HStr,  ii.    1 9J  ;    pmcatrd  10  J«b- 

^^1               LnrwM,  J.  C.  M.n..  Atmdetts.  IL  401. 

ton')  (loaoTit  ii.  399:  pan  writtai  M 

^^H               Lkvesoh,  HJtwaid  J.,  II.  360  «.,  46 1  w. 

Licblielil,  ii.  414. 

^^H               Lkvrbon.  M1>s.  U.  461  a. 

LoBO,  Jerom.  1.  363. 

^^H               Lkvett,  John,  ii.  39;. 

LocKR.    John,    aatocT^ili^   L  46}  a.; 

^^^                Lrvstt,  Kobnl,  diily  lift,  1, 4*0 ;  H»w. 

ruund^bont  *CR»r,  i.  467  m.  ;  ximaitA 

1                                luns'i  account  of  him,  ii.  ieS~li,  iig; 

ItUckmon,  Ii.  314  ti.  i  leading  pnfie 

dMtlt,  i.  lOJ,  43*!  ii.  33"  "■'<  1'^°- 

lo  tallt,  ii.  3&5 ;  copfiigtu,  IL  443  a. 

soa'i  licet,   i.   337;   ii.   336  n.,  350, 

L(K;KKR.LAursotc,Mi.,L  99>,;  tii*. 

^93.  irj:    rDctJlioiicJ,  i.  98,   100.  105 

ii3  «.,  113  N. 

«.,  J4»,  304  «- ;   ii.   '59  "■•   S*"  "■- 

1^>CKHAKT,  John  GiUoa,  i.  133  ■. 

41]  ■. 

LoNUUN,    h«al(b]r,  i.   1S9:    huuwiML 

Lkwis  XIV,  i.  189;  il.  3^; 

IL  94  n. :  fmnendtr,  iL  97  ;  Jduna'* 

l^wis,  Umd.  iL  408. 

loire  for  it.  L  334 ;  ii.  301 ;  ii^grili^, 

LijtifJkatui,  i.  407. 

IL  44I  no  public  1ibruT,i  4>j  «.;  ■• 

LlBRli,  i.  375;  ii.  3S  S. 

reniJcivoD*  lor  men  of  Ictten,  n.  I4|  ■• 

Ltciiriftn,  tbe  Ridiot;.  >■  130;   Gcorf^c 

LtndiH,  i.  373,  4^0  ;  ii.  341.  371. 

Laa«,  1.139;  dxiakiog,  1.13911.;  ^^Ut 

IsttdoH  M«c*»*te,  i.  377  m. 

i-  3371  Cathcdnit,  U.  71;  Caihodnl 

Lo-VOINUSiL  III. 

^KK^^^                                                                        493          ^^1 

ItOQgltude Malone,  Sdmond.                                          ^^H 

LoMGlTUDE,  1.  40). 

Hastiags,  Wnrrto,  il.  11  M. :  hiitoiions.               ^^^| 

Lox(;wi>HTH,  Mn,  i.  138, 

ii.  34SM-:  JoHNicjM  Mill  AiklijKm,  i.               ^^^| 

Lopez  ne  Vega,  i.  19}. 

470  «.:  — Dfary,l  4501.;  — npuo-               ^^^| 

l^tily.  i.  335. 

lo0H,  U.  349  n. :  —  And  hlstei;,  1.  los  «. :             ^^^| 

Lotin'K  PRAVXK,  i.  log. 

—  hoiucbold,   ii.    175   H.,   }I7  N.;  —                ^^^| 

LORT,  RtT.  Dr.,  I.  305  *, 

idlciin*,  i.  it&  It. ;   —  Livtj,  i.  477  «.,                ^^^| 

LOTTKKIR^,  ii  31. 

479  n. ;  —  S>iaic!f€art,  L  474  n.  i  ii.               ^^^| 

LoucHBiiKoUGir,  Lord.    See  Wedum- 

358  ».;  —  talk,  ii.  14)  a. ;  —  touch-               ^^^| 

DUKKK. 

Ing  ptnts,  ti.  173 ;  —  travelling,  1.               ^^^| 

Louvois.  L  170  n. 

163  n. ;  —  VaMify  of  Unman  IVttkej,               ^^^M 

Ldvk.  i  19a :  ii,  39J, 

i.  461  n.;   Litmiry  Club,  1.  319  «.;              ^^^| 

LOWK,  Mnariitint,  i.  106-7;  "•  '4^- 

memory,  \.6ti  it  :  morbtditiet.  1.  96  m.  ;              ^^^| 

LOWKIL  IIAKK«,  i.  ,^t8. 

More.  IlAiMinh,  ii.  177  n.;  North,  Lord,                ^^^| 

LoWTU,   Robert,  Bbbop  of  London,  i. 

104  w,i   /'anai/ii^  L«*l,  ii.  318  n,\              ^^^^k 

iM  I  ii.  48. 

KoecTS,  i.  >%^  w. ;  uncle,   il.  88  i«.;              ^^^| 

LUCAH.  1.  151,  416. 

WaTbartoti,  i.  381  n.                                            ^^^| 

LCCAK,  flrat  Earl  of,  IL  3s.  137  n. 

Ma^dkan,  AlcxuLclcT,  L  61,  9^.                             ^^^1 

XjfCAM,  Ijuiy.  ii.  41:  H. 

M'Cheane,  Rolierl.  i.  ti;  n.                                ^^H 

LUCAN,  t>[.  Chnrln,  il.  41$  m. 

MACKiKTmH,  Sir  Jamet,  Johnson  uid               ^^^B 

Lucas,  Henry,  it  41a. 

melAphysi«s,   i.    aoi  m.  ;  —  Lift,  iL               ^^^| 

LuciAK,  Ii.  4©5. 

no  R. :  Windham,  il.  3S3  n.                              ^^^1 

LuK/rt,  ii.  -7. 

Ma€Kun,  Charle*,  11.  a  «.,  317.                         ^^H 

Ltttgt,  i.  306. 

Madcv, —                                                              ^^H 

LuTTKKLt,  Colontl,  \.  415. 

MAi~Mior>,  Lady,  i.  iG5  *.,  409  m.  }  jj.               ^^H 

LuxoRV.  ti.  97. 

^^^1 

LvDiAT.  Thomai.  1.  461. 

MaCi.f.iiU,  Ukird  of,  i.  68  m. ;  il.  3  i«.                     ^^^| 

LVK,  Rrv.  Rdwftnl,  ii  441. 

Macphersun.  Jauici,  1.  311,431;  11.39,              ^^1 

LVKLL,  Sir  CharlM.  1  971  H. 

37s  "■■441^-                                             ^^1 

LvsrtKs,  .SKinutl,  ii.  35,^  n. 

M'QuttN,  Rov.  Donald,  i.  4S^m.;  iL              ^^H 

LKmtL'iwK,  CccrEC,  6«t  l>:>rd,  Z*/(,  i. 

^^H 

»44.  )J7:  ii.,i,iy,n,ao8. 371,417.4^1; 

Madam,  Falconer,  i.  r64  n.                                ^^H 

Hnttentot,  i.  3R4  n.,  45>  "•!  ">  34S"'> 

Mapak,  licT.  Dr.  Sftuucl,  ii.  HI,  167.                   ^^^H 

Pope,  Ii.  331 :  Tbomion,  ti.  ]I4  w. 

Madness,  ii.  3.                                             ^^H 

Lytteitok.  •ccoiiJ  Lotil.  i.  4J5  w. 

Mav^ki  Ve<iio,  ii.  sti..                                     ^^^1 

LYTnu.TOH,  William  Henry  (.Lord  Wrat- 

Magi.iaiircki,  ii.  S7,  141,  361,  jSff.                     ^^^| 

Mte\,  il.  109  M. 

Mahegaity,  il.  458.                                                  ^^^| 

LvmN,  fim  l>ird,  i.  437  m. 

Mahomet  tux  Grkat,  1.  4^1.                           ^^H 

Malhehbh,  [.  466«>.                                              ^^^^ 

M. 

Malijit,  Dariil.    nnlinghroite's    editor,              ^^^| 

MABI-V.  ii.  3S0. 

1.  >it   N.,  408;    Ii.  31;;    collociuial              ^^H 

MACAicrNRV.  RkiI  of.  ii.  33. 

ability,  ii.  j30;  verba}  iritUtim,  L  358.              ^^^H 

Macaitlav,  Othtnw.  II.  4,  It. 

MaLUUDURV,  tint  Enrl  of,  it.  71  n.                     ^^H 

Macavlav,  I{«v.  Kcaoclh,  i.  S3. 

MaLONB,    Edrnomil,   Bncun't   Euays,  \,              ^^^H 

Macai'lay,  LutiI.  aiaocln.tioa  of  authors, 

■  37  K,  ;   Tlomrcll'i  debts,  ii.  33-4  ;  —               ^^^| 

i.  437  «, ;  antoi^phs,  i.  461  n. ;  Bcau- 

letten,  il.  it-38:  Garrick,  ii.  14$  ». ;              ^^^^ 

dcrlf,  1.  173  M. ;  Itotwell,  ii.  395  "•! 

Gibbon's  deatb,  Ii.  67  «. :    Hawkes-              ^^H 

Baniron.  i  .1J3  »• '.  Congreve,  1. 186  n*.; 

wartta.  ii,  398  n. ;  Hawkins,  i.  3S9  m. ;              ^^^H 

copyriEht.  ii.  44;  n. ;  Crokcr'i  Greek, 

ii.   So,  83 ;    Johnton'x   gentlmnt.  ii.              ^^^| 

i.  Ri)  M, ;  Zngtitb  Acadviny,  i.  436  w. ; 

377  *- :  —  ^"">  <'  4^}  "- ;  "■  3  *■'            ^^1 

Fo«'t  India  Kill,  it.  4jS  n. ;    French 

357  N.; — lolitade,  ii.344«t  ;  LItevarf            ^^^| 

litcntar^  t.  ai6  «i.j  Gibbon,  iL  66  «. ; 

Clot-,  i.  1J9  M. ;   ii.   )j  ML,   36  H.;            ^^^| 

^^^^^^S^^^^^^^^^        /«</«:.          ^^^^^^^^^^^B 

^^H                                  Httlone,  T^moad Kon«kt«ti,  Hen.  Miam.                            ■ 

^^H                ioturf,  U.  31,  S7;  Plonl'a  /t/Ktit»ttJ, 

MtMOXV.ii.  1^7,  3«8,4]$.                             H 

^^^1                L  143  ;  RcjooUs'i  execnlor,  iL  14  n. ; 

Memiou,  i.  47s.                                         H 

^^H                  SkitJtttpiart,  iL  ]}-£  :  33  M,  36, 35R jr.; 

MeiLLtK,— ,  1.  io<l.                                      ■ 

^^H                Trinii;  Collq^e.  Dubllii.  11.  30  m. 

Mtlapkytical,  i.  sg*  n.,  477 ;  ii.  44J  m.       1 

^^^1            Mai.trv,  \\'.,  U.  7i. 

METAPuysicf,  tl.  407-                                  H 

^^^1            Mak,  corropt  bj  nAtvte,  H.  3S5. 

MrTASTAiio,  i.  »6i.                              ^^B 

^^H            Maxoevillk,  B«nunl,  i.  *oj,  068;  ft. 

MnrAiPE,  Philiis  ii.  Jo,  3S8.               ^^H 

^^^B 

MBTHODUr,  a,  i.  30,  35-                         ^^H 

^^^1             MANnKVii.t.K,  Sii  Joba,  ii.  387. 

Mever,  Jeremiah,  ii.  33^.                       ^^^| 

^^H             MA-tsriELD,  fine  EatI  of,  Dr.  Dodd.  ii. 

Mevkkll,  '  Old,'  ii.  J16  n.                    ^^^| 

^^H                1S3  n.;   flaltcred  Carrlck,  U.  141  n.; 

Mev^ikll  familt,  ii  39)  m.                ^^^| 

^^H                linl«  IcanniiK.  "■  <  43  1  wtlres  on  dcsd 

M'Gkie.  WniUm,  M.D.,  i.  3S9.            ^^H 

^^H                ldBg*,ii.3gii>.:  tlaret, ii. 440;  Wilko. 

MicKLE.  William  JuUim,  il.  377  m.                V 

^B                    373- 

MiDitLETOKi,  Re*. Cooyen,  U.D.,  iL S  m^     1 

^^^1            AfaMMU,  \.  33S. 

66  N.                                                              ■ 

^^H            MAitciicm,  iL  387. 

MlM,JohaSrwt,il.  100(1.                           1 

^^H              M^KCUMONT,  finirtli  EatI  a(  il.  4. 

MtLLAK,  Andiew,  i  71,  »»7  •«,  383  k,,     I 

^^H             Makclew,  W(«  BKtXiMN,  i.  130. 

40S  •>.,  413.  430:  ii.  5.  374t  43^.  4S8>       I 

^^H           Maua  Thkhbm,  U.  3s  "■ 

MIU.EI1.  Sir  Jotin.  ii.  47.                                 fl 

^^^1                MAKII.lJtC,  U.  301$  M. 

M  tiXKE.  J.  Dewilt.  i.  404 1*.                    ^^^| 

^^H             Mabxkam,  AichhUhop,  L  10s  ■■ 

MlU>.  Rrv.  Mr,  i.  304  n.                      ^^B 

^^^H             Marklami.  Jrmniah.  i.  31$. 

MnuAK,  D«ui,  ii.  1 13  «.,  153  M.           ^^H 

^^H             Mahlav.  KlclisM  ^KUhop  of  Ctonfert). 

MllNEJi,  Joseph,  ii-  66  M. 

^^H 

MiLTOx,  Jolin,  UankiciM.ii. 33>;  copy 

^^^H             MARLDORoticti,  Snt  Uukc  at,  1.  1^4. 

lij^ht,  ii.  443  n.\  death,  L  I50  M.  ;   ^. 

^^^H             Mannar  Xor/elriciu*,  x.  375  ;  ■>-  M^- 

379;  Drf den's  cpiETAm,  L  196;  equal 

^^H             MAktciAuiis,    1«le,   i.    IJ3,    piopagaling 

to  bii  chonkcicr,  ii.  )J7  n.;  Enripodct* 

^^^1                 umtcrsUDdlog,  L  aij;   for  a  mAlntcn- 

IL    70:     fslher.    ii.    3'4    ■*•:     Biwd- 

^^H                 Mcc.  I.  316 :  object!  in  manying,  U.  8. 

danghtcr,  i.  396  ;   btmble  digRit7,   i. 

^^H            Marseilles,  Bitbop  of,  i.  436- 

167  *■■    J<>hn»on*i  enloBinin.  L  »|6, 

^^H            Maktul,  i.  iSS,  374  M.;  ii.  77  "> 

»5-7.  399  *«■;    **-   '65:   —  ■^i*.  *• 

^^H            Maktin,  M.,  i.  431. 

483-7  ;  ii.  195,  373  :  Ulln  !»«««,  L 

^^H             Mariin,  a  iMilcher,  i.  475  n. 

459 :  Lau<kr%  farf^cfy,  1.  393 :  (1.  }<i6 ; 

^^^1               ManTIMBau,  HatiieC,   Juhii»on*»  death, 

f<niitri  urttti.  i.  31 J  w.  i  pmyw.  1. 

^^H                 i.j5«M.;  ;rW/A  >'/^U»MM,il.4>4w. 

39>  i   prujccted   woiki,  11-   379:    pco- 

^^H             Mascnius,  i.  394. 

pcnjr,  ii.  379:  Keing  a  UmwUhI  Udy, 

^^H             Masdm.  Kcv.  William,  i.  1^91  U.  311  n. 

i.  373  1. :    *  mtly  rcpablicao,'  L  456, 

^^^H             Masjillon,  ii.  >97  ". 

484 :   wine.  1!.  37$  ;  V  Allegro  and  /T 

^^H             Mather,  J..  11.  H(. 

renurtM.  i.  19$  m-  :  IL  19;,  346,  354 ; 

^^H            Matthews,  ChurlH,  U.  7s. 

Jrtofagilua,'\,  ^%%M.x  Cpotui.i.  I47; 

^^^^             MATTiikws,  ~,  i.  391  M. 

PAraditt  l.Mt,  L  101,  35O,  i8t,  api. 

^^^B             Maty,  Mnlhrw,  ii.  ifit  «. 

439:   ii-   7  "-,  «7.  "»».  "S   "t   *34. 

^^H             Matv,  faul  iitaty,  1.  137  m.;  ii.  tSt  H., 

369  «.,  39S  ;  Semtfit,  Ii-  9J. 

^^B 

Mirier,  the,  ii-  351, 

^^H            Maukdv  Tuursday,  1.  70. 

MiTRK  Tavern,  i.  i}4,  418;  ii.  91 1«. 

^^^1             Maxwu.l.  Rev.  Dr.,  i.  193  ». ;  JL.  96  n.. 

MoDF-XA,  Uukc  of,  1.  194. 

^^H                 105       397. 

MciLlCRK.  L  334,  373  n. 

^^^1             Mavne,        ti.  39, 

MONAVTKKIKS,  i.  IIO,  J03. 

^^H            Mead,  Dr.,  ii.  j;;. 

Mo^BUI>uo,    Lord   (Jimn    Bmnet),   i. 

^^^H             Hblakcholv,  ii-  jian,  SceimdeiJoirK- 

aoi »!.,  344  «.,  451  w.:  ii.  37511. 

^^H 

MONCKTON,  II^>  MiM,  ii  194,  101.     ^^ 

Index. 
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Moiiap Nspler,  Sir  WlUlun. 


MOSKV,  u.  ipy 

MosKEY,  — ,  ii.  399. 

MoNiAUL',  Eliiibcth,  Dtmran,  L  jja  ■■ ; 
deUcu;.  1.  }]<( :  drtu.  I.  iii ;  ft «i7 
M  Skakaftare,  i.  ai :  iL  30;  ;  eulo* 
ChiiD  by  Lonl  BaDi.  ii.  171;  Mattered 
Curldt,  Ii.  430  M :  JohniOD  pniccd  bj 
her,  1.  17* ;  —  pniM*  h»,  1.  j8;; 
— ,  qtunets  vith.  iL  193.  411 ;  — and 
H.  Mon,  ii.  184-5;  P»rt»«-  ''- j8, 
l8i-i,43JM.:  pcaaon Mia Williamt, 
U.  171:  wit,  i.  jati  ».:  maitioacd,  1. 
iKoN.;  it  fit  M..  416.  448. 

HoNTACU.  ljulj''Wf»tler,L3i9;  U.  175. 

MMNTKiQVIKtI.  i.  1S8  «. 

NnUhly  Review,  11.  47. 

HoKTMoKEXci,  Duke  o^  it.  306. 

Moor  Park,  L  19J. 

MoOKS,  KcT.  Edward,  D.D.,  ii.  198  h. 

Moose,  Edward,  i.  403  m. 

UooRK,  John,  Biibop  i>rE]y>  1. 1711*. 

Mouse,  John,  M.D.,  il.  408. 

MdoRK.  Nomna.  M.D.,  il.  9011. 

Moke.  HaiiD«li,  jlcadtmy  Ekgt,  i.  435  n.  ; 
fia$  Bleit.  t).  f9't..  lOJ-i :  Bkgd«ii, 
b.  n*-:  Uoiwell,  ii-  iS7,»>6;  'Bnui 
tabject*.'  i.  I43 ;  C<r4tversation,  li.  178 ; 
Fa/al  F«ltti*eJ.  ii.  lift.;  Autcij,  i. 
373;  ii.  179*1.,  181,  430''-:  goijtous 
b  fcaild,  Ii.  141 M. ;  gniidmutticr.  U. 
18911.;  ItBnun  itadie*.  iL  iSSm.; 
Jobawm,  Antttiotii,  ii.  177-107;  — 
upciilic*.  i.  li%n.\  —  and  ItaitianI, 
U,  363  M; ;  —  bted  to  Btt  ptofeMien, 
ti.  13*.;  —  dcalh,  i.  if6». ;  drawn 
out,  ii-  197  ;  —  u>d  Ficldmn,  il.  190 ; 
—  bcT  i;utst,  ii.  1S6  \  —  ictrodnoed  lo, 
ii>  178;  —  Jc»nil»,  ik  ioo  ;  — mcl»- 
^plir«ical  dbtrciws  i.  477".;  —  mild 
ndinor.  ii.  197  m  ;  —  mUerabU  so- 
t,  il.  157  «. :  —  Postal,  it.  194 :  — 
fmbioke  College,  il.  197,  461;  — 

l:}t«jm«l,  i.  Itin. ;  — Reynolds's  ZIm- 
bgitr,  'A,  13a  n. ;  —  ber  wbuvl,  ti. 
tin —Sir  EiJrtJ,  ii.  184;  —  taltts 
the  ucumait  with,  L  iidm.i  —  will. 
ii.  115  w. ;  Ictten,  ii.  191  n. :  libelled, 
U.  1071.:  M&CBuUy,  Lard,  il.  177: 
Moolacn,  Mt*.,  ii.  181  ;  '  Kiiie,'  ii. 
ij^M.;  nuns,  ii.  177;  pbj-sidxni, 
IL  136  m. ;  Satchiiie&  i.  437  n.  ;  men- 


tioned, i,  101  «,,3ij  M.;  ii.  i3jM.,)7i. 

Mors,  Dr.  Haixy.  ii.  33B  m. 

More.  Sarah,  ii.  i9i. 

McRfftu  Williaa  R,  L  117  *.,  j;?*. ; 
ii.  3SS«. 

MoRtn,  C.  P.,  L  »;5 1», 

MoEEis,  MiM.  ti.  159. 

Mortimer,  Rev.  T>.  Charie*,  iL  407. 

Mortmain,  mtuteof,  ii.  iig,  116 ik. 

Morton,  — ,  t  193  n. 

MuAfy,  i.  ytt. 

MvDcc,  Jobn.  i.  194  n. 

KtrDOK,  Dr.  John,  iL  419. 

Mddce,  Tbonnai,  ii.  117,  395. 

MniWE.  RcT.  Zachariab.  iL  li;,*  I. 

Mutso,  Mki.    See  Chaponr. 

MtJRPHT,  Arthitr.  debtK  and  penciaBi 
i.  406  m. :  dnmatisi,  i.  137  n. ;  Emm 
Head  Club,  i.  440 «.;  ti.  siiw. ; 
Foote'a  li/t,  vL  140  m.  ;  Johiuoa, 
Boiwell,  L  4»7  ;  —  buHooDcij,  i.  187; 
Dti^u,  L  378 ;  —  Dodd  ud  Kdlj, 
i.  i!oi  —  ejiiuph  on  Mn.  Satatbary, 
1.  137;  —  Esay  00,  L  J53-488;  ii. 
37:  —  Ganick.  ii.  50;  —  smilMt 
plmcrt.  il.  4f ;  —  introdnced  Id,  L 
306,  407:  —  Knnt  ytttrulf,  i  410; 
—   ^^aiiod.   I.   418;    —   KanUtr,   i. 

305-*:  —  Style,  it.  35"  ».;  —  twHU- 

ing,  ii.  17». !  —  Tbralc,  i.  333,43]; 

— ,  viMts,  i.  439 ;  pDtUalt.  i.  34]  ». ; 

Tirtt  It'eeit  t^tr  Mttrriagt,  ii.  449 ; 

Zenoiia,  i.  ,131;  mentioned,  il.  44, 
MuKRAT,  EatUr,  IL  448L 
MfRKAY,  Dr.  Jamw  A.  H.,  lL9iM. 
Mir-iUKAVE.  Sir  Kicbaid,  1.  341. 
Music,  ii.  3*1,  4*4. 
MufitET,  Alfred  de,  Ii.  191  m. 
Mutual,  iL  119  n. 
Mtooblton,  Coliwel,  i.  308  M.,  43511.  J 

ii-  397- 
MvDi>KLTOK,  Sic  Hugh.  L  435. 
Afyrtlt.  i'trta  iw  *  Sprig  ^,  L  16  j, 

HvsTKK10USKKSS,i.  336;  1).  I, 

N. 

Nails,  growth  of,  i.  47, 
Naienr,  F^irard,  iL  69. 
Nai-ibr.  Sir  Chailei,  Ii  31  n. 
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crlticuca  bet,  L  167  n.,  173  n.,  IT^ji., 

TiiAvKCKAr,  \V.  M.,  /mitaiiM  vfChrUt, 

180 M^,  3>'  ".>>ft  "■;  —  cririciaed  by 

b.  ij]  H. ;  Addlaos't  hymc,  ii.  293  m. 

bcr,  L  i;f,3Si;  ii-Mi  Bonej.SiHa, 

THtOKALli,  Lewi*.  1  304  «,  358. 

i  110  n.;   CamdiJt,  a.  190  M.;  OMU- 

»*,i.76.89.98. 

mc^plaice  book,  L  1 76 ;  ihwiWiul  ty 

THUun?,  Di.  Sijm^  ti  430. 

Ot.  Cai|>beU,  iL  4ft;  Araaa,  L  }}i ; 
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V«a«itUrt,  — WmrbttrtoB,  WUUaat.                                        ^H 

Vajisittart,  — ,  ii.  367.  j8i. 

ion,   I.onI,   i.    iq&n.i    Srtenna,   U.               ^^H 

VeUUeiiM,  i.  98  n. 

t8i;  Buckiaga,  1.  i&8«.;  Ttar^ajmrn,               ^^H 

Vkkick,  11.  358. 

ii.  j6>*.:  Bailee,  U.  >3ic;  Cock  Lane               ^^H 

Vkkcekkes.  Vtooonnt  ik,  i.  109  m. 

GhcHl,  11  3(5  N. ;  Colebrooke,  Sii  G,               ^^1 

VRtsAlLUU,!  916. 

i  ao8  n.;  t^nfutimg.  u,  fiO  M.,  4j8  m.;               ^^H 

Vksev,  AgnMidetiiam.  i.   119  m.\   li. 

Danli^  L  SSS**-:  dinner-hour, it.  it3M.)               ^^H 

'37  ".  **J. 

DodiagtOD,  iL  104  I*. ;  Ulirit,  Or.,  L               ^^H 

Veskt,  Mf».,  i.  i48  <».  i   ii.  11  «r.,  58. 

431  M.;   luhcr**  muitn,  ii.  309  h.\               ^^H 

30O,  43 1  M. 

GvTiclc.iu  240 n.;  Gibbon,  ii.  ajax.;               ^^H 

Vetuviut  Cncav,  iL  408. 

GibralCAT,  i.  14)  m.  1  CnfE<jni  Duke  at               ^^H 

Victoria,  Queen,  ii.  64  «.,  J05  «. 

i.  103  M. ;  Guadxeni,  i.  197  ;  HAwkiiu,               ^^| 

VioA,  i.  366 

IL  79;  l]A>'b)',  ii.  4't>''<:  ll^berdeii,               ^^^k 

ViXK  LIUTU,  L  11^ 

ii.  igoM.;  Hervey,  Thamu,  ii.  ■14H.;               ^^H 

ViRcrt.  Aitdlioii    hit   jupclet,  \.   469: 

HogRnfa,    i.    940    M. ;    /MttnM,    L               ^^H 

docribed  bj  llonec,  i.  459  m.  ;  John- 

38s  «.-,  J<Bn<r'>  Whim,  il.  171  «.;              ^H 

•on  Nfkd  him,  t.   7«,  319  ■. ;  Hilleo'* 

Jotnion'*  Ihh^'t,  il-  34>''-;  —  W*              ^^| 

diciloa,  U.  165  K.;  notie  of  conpoai- 

t/  Lytullm,  ii-  4"  "-i  —  '°'^'  '-              ^^| 

tlMi,  i-  415;  qooced  Ati*tiJ,  i.  48S; 

3ijM.;yiir<tM/,i.  i?]".!  Kii9)-ufDco-               ^^H 

ii-  «r»i  345.  3SJ.   37*;   Gnrgki,  U. 

tnark,  L   183N. ;  Lcnnui,  L«<3j- Sarah,                 ^^H 

36*. 

ti.  31  N. ;    LcnooK.  Mr&,  ii.  99  h.;               ^^H 

t'iiitatUt,  1.98*1. 

llbcli.  i.  175  K- ;  MacpbcnoD's  Itinory,               ^^H 

FiiHtr,  Tht,  \.^\-y 

iL  39  N  ;    MiiloDc't  5kakaftarx,    U.               ^^H 

VULTAtRX,    attrrtmi  tMgtnH,  li.    308; 

33  H. ;    Mouugn,   Lid;    M.  W.,    il.               ^^H 

Addlioa't  Cato,  ii.  13  n. ;  attaekt  on 

1-5  N.;    Montagu,  Mrs.,  ii.   173  m.;               ^^H 

■athon,  L  171  n.i  Bciucnde,  i.  i^jx.; 

mjritrc;,  i.  3i&n. ;  old  age,  {.  IJIN.;                 ^^H 

Cam^idt,  L  471;  ii.  74,  190  J*,  i  Cbn- 

rioni'i    AtKiielti,          143,     153*. ;                 ^^H 

tciii«t(I,  L  406  «.  i  i:nTitr,  i  336  n. ; 

Pitt  And  Fox,  11  45B  n. ;  PtIdcca  of               ^^H 

Hdiuc's  *t}Ic,  ii.  10  i  Lewis  XIV,  U. 

Wnlcs,  i.  iSoN.;  U.  119^.;  priaU,  i,               ^^H 

i54;  C^arUi  X/I,  ii  306;  miuic.  ii. 

114  N. ;  |iriie>liehtiD|:,  1.  47}  *.:  paUIc               ^^H 

206  tt. ;   Nnrton,  J.  417  m.;  il.  360; 

aSiln  la  1779,  iL  54  m.\  Kernokb,               ^^H 

Shokespcaic,  ii.  307 ;  Siam,  King  erf, 

iL  311  M.  1  KobinsoD.  Sir  T..  ii.  96  n. ;               ^^H 

).  1S9  n.\  Tbuna  Umubu,  i.  148  n.: 

ndrcs  on  dead  kui([«.  U.  J5  a. ;  SmIc,               ^^H 

'fliomAA'*  iiii^,  i.  434  M. 

vaIiu    of  the,    i.  44)  n.  ;  Shcvlock't               ^^H 

Vouius,  i.  85. 

LttUrt,  ii.  363N.;  *f>Mck««,  L  379  M-;               ^^H 

Vows,  i.  »5.  199. 

Tkviitock,   Lord,  L   ijJ    w. ;    V««e]r,               ^^| 

VvjE.Rer.  Di.,U.453- 

Mn.,ii.  S9i  Z^MA.  i>.  4i  «.                              ^^H 

Waltoix,  Sir  Robert.  iXetatu,  L  S??"-!                 ^^| 

w. 

JoluisocL  AttAcks  hiiDt  i.  37$  ;  —  !>*•               ^^H 

Wake,  ArcUnriiop,  ii.4ioi<. 

Ai/^<,  L  378  ;  — jinuscs  him,  U.  309;               ^^H 

Walks,  li.  54  m. 

Sbippcn,  il.  30J.                                                    ^^H 

Walls,  Pium  trf,  U.  93  n. 

Walsimcham,  Admiral,  IL  68.                              ^^H 

Walker, — ,  L  137. 

WALStNciuu.  Boyl<,  ii.  69N.                                ^^H 

Wailxr,  Edmund,  i.  483  a. ;  ii.  iff, 

Waltom,  Iuac,  ii  its,  178.                                   ^^H 

t$3.  37'- 

War,  ii.  i^fii-                                                     ^^1 

Waixer,  Sii  WOiiun.  i.  103. 

WarsvktoSi  WiUtas),  D.D.,  Bithop  of               ^^H 

Walhsliy,  Gilben.  1  3^91  ii-  M>> 

Glouccstei,    Addison    at    a   critic,  i.               ^^H 

4*6. 

469  a.  1  —  and   Tope  L  481;  diacMi-                  ^^^^ 

WaUOLI,  HocAce,  B«ron  Wslpule,  ii- 

ocned,  a.  991    cpiupiu,  IL   378  m.;                ^^H 

H*- 

flotmdcn  well.  iL  33>  :  Ceat  pOMcn,                ^^H 

WalPOLE,   Horace  (founh    Earl  of  Or- 

11.   140;   Johasoa  meett  him,  it.  317;                  ^^H 

tvti),  Ancient  Konunc,  1.  joi  H. ;  An- 

L 

Skakttjwn,  L   i&i;          7,  331  «■;                ^^| 

^^^P^PV                                   Index.                             ^^^^^^H 

^^B                               WoKtartan.  WiUiaai WIW i.  Maam.                             1 

^H             ^^«  t.  ■}:  ^ihjii.  L  y»«.: 

^H             tmf^   II  Hbi    ,  i  |7»  <te;  nfaJ. 

In^n^  1  S  ■.:   pn>AK  «  9t   Ob- 

ma^%,  i.  Cs:   <»rfi«if.  L  ym  ■.: 

^^H              »J4«,^<.3t4«.,47i:&K>a^«Si; 

ifatas;  fi.  t47«.f  Cc  CMd,  &.  Ifc  ml 

^H              V«fate,iLjea. 

Wert.  BtaiM^  i  rp«.;  a.|M^4ji. 

^^1         W«aBwSa*,i.SJ»«. 

Vnr  imn, La«i;  iL  jac 

^^H         W4«unr  CoHww,  a.  177, 

Wnmr-CiMos.  Dr^  fi.  34aK. 

^H           W«UIU,  fter.  Kkkvril  M.43<i 

^^H          Wjuajum.  fint.  a.  •]. 

Wnnuwsm  Anxr.Jokam^AiHnt 

^H           Wuan.  Dr,L44$;i.»j.ijl»,i37B, 

•Ml  «»*«,  1.  44>:  a  '11.  <3fc  J^a. 

^H         m^ 

3Jt^)f*:  fefam»nK*,ti.i-». 

^^H          WAasxir,  — .  a  taefaillir,  i  31(4. 

^^B          Wabton,  ho.  l«MVfc,  D  a,  A4Aa'i 

VcTBOau,  B«*.  KailtM,  DiIX.  i.  71  ^^ 

^^B              CW%ik.l3i>.;  .>< A*irt«/v>-,  i.  40}  N. ; 

i.Sj.411^                                          fl^l 

^^H             BeMcnaa,fi,  j4s«.;FidBf»qittffa. 

Whactok,  Hm^h  at  i.  174.                ^^H 

^H              tt.   j;l  m.i  Gnf  Md  OmcU^  U. 

Wheat,  poet  nS,  i.  Urn.                         ^^H 

^^H             IH"-'  /■•«  flbon,  1.  s84«.:  Johs* 

^^H             •aa'»AEaBU,L.40«.:lJttiii7Cl«b, 

L  171 ;  tk«  dc«3  tpjwMiiC  «>  *''*^^^^| 

^^H             W.  j<^  Iff  «■!  ■tt^^^nJ  potu  t. 

^^H               47S  M. :   MOtoa,   B.  191  ■.;   Rjvcr, 

104:    johsMM't  £>dMtor,  1   ^;   —      ^1 

^^H               1.  1II7  M. ;  Tm>])J«  Hki  f>«p(,  i.  466>. ; 

pr^ndka,  U.  91 ;  nutih,  &  J^          ^^^H 

^H               WtadMcr  Collie,  i.>a9«. 

WmrvT,  — ,  i.  364M;                             ^^H 

^^H          WAKTOa,  Itcv.  TbMBM,  JobMOB'j  puo- 

WiiiTV,  Rev.  U^ij,  iL  446  M.                  ^^H 

^^H              i<m,\.  190;  --dBKr«c,L404;i/<uriki, 

WittTBnKLO,  R«r.    Gaoq|c.  iL  87  i*^^^! 

^^^1               i.  460;  pApa  to  (l)c  tdUr,  1.  47iii.  1 

^^1 

^^H               Hknuli  M0M,B.tgg:Sf«BNa,U.i7i. 

Wkitrhkad,  wnitna,  i  no,  {8$.         ^^H 

^^H         WAMiwmMi,  GMfK>,  it  a  x. 

Wk*lt  Duty  tf  Mm,  L  9S.                       ^^H 

^^H           WaTvO^,   Rioinnl,  Hhbof)  of  Uandaff, 

WiOCEDJius,  iL  >8B.                               ^^^1 

^^^H               ditfmL«1  tecliuM,  L  307  c  ,  439  ;  dio- 

WicxiMi,  —  ii.  437.                                 ^^^1 

^^^1               otM,  (L  199*'  i  'Oa^  (^  CiUitn.  ii. 

WiixctX,  — ,  1.  }8o.                                   ^^^1 

^^^1             66  •■ ;   JotwwA  Tuit*  bin,  ii.  40^  -, 

WiuiiMO,  Ja*Dca,  ii.  1891*.                        ^^^| 

^^H             T«M  Act,  Ii.  193  n. 

WiLKu,  IvBcL,  ii.  >!7  N. 

^^H            V/ATMfll,  — ,  1. 1)4. 

Wilkes,  Juhn,  ltoiwcll<lina  with  liin. 

^^^H           Wattx, ItMc, dcrMfaMu]  poctiTil'iftiN.i 

iL    ai ;    brutbcr,    ii.    1^7;   deaciibal 

^^^1                 llotlenluU,  1.  iH^fi. ;  Jmfirevttatnl  ^ 

b)t  Ijord  Mutcficld.  ii.  373*-;  dfamer 

^^H             /A«  .l/fW.  11.   >:   JohOMii't  £tf»,  1. 

at  Dilly'G,  ii.  403:  ai|ie)l(d  tloucc  oT 

^^H               487:  ilMillcrwl,  U.  ■4eM. 

Coraaiaii*,  1.415-6:  Gorriclc,  iL]47M. ; 

^^H          WATTii,   ~,  ■  priotef,  1.  48a  ■. 

generAl  warruitt,  iL  8a  «. ;   Jehiuon, 

^^H             Wkatiiu,  1.  >B(ti>. 

iL^S-,,    573,   ^4«;/«,wiU,  i.    17Jl«.i 

^^H           WsiiniKB,  Daiilcl,  1.  ]jo  m. 

utiilioDnl,  ii.  74. 

^^^1          WEiir>KRiiviiMK,       AleuDder      (Lanl 

WiuuNsow,  Dr.,  iL  sflii. 

^^^1               Lough boiouKh,      Ew-l    of    Ro«tlyn), 

\ViLKiN3o.t,  Minca,U.  171, 174. 

^^H             JobiMon'i  £^6altt,  L  378:  H-  341  "■; 

U'lLUAM  in,  Joluuoti'*  diitikc  o(him. 

^^^1               —  pcniian.  1.  4r7  ;  rite,  i.  349. 

1.    185:    ludtCTecoice  to    lileiatiUT,  i. 

^^^1           WbIxh,  Saunilen.  i.  H^  m. 

467  :  Iriih  rvbclLion.  ii.  (j  m. 

^^B           WkiunuiON,  l>uk«  ol,  Tennytan't  OA, 

Wii.MAMK,  Anoji,  death,  L  114,  Ii6i«., 

^^^H              1.  igK  IT. :  anto£T«ph(,  i.  46a  m.  ;  Ca- 

AVi't    '''  337  "■ :   dcMiibcd   bf  MiM 

^^H             ihotlc  Kell«f  Hill,  11.  307  ff. 

JlawkLo*,  ii,  141 ;  —  by  Ijujy  lUighU 

^^H          Wsxrwoktic,  IVtcf,  i,  i}4/«. 

ii.  171-6 :  —  Uy  HannAli  More,  li.  i&o  ; 

^^H           Vr«)i rwoni'll  01  WiitKWUKTll,  1.  i59fr., 

—   by    Uishop  Ptrcy,  ii,  ai;  ;  —  by 

^H 

MiM  Ronold*,  ii.  193;  Dictlonarr, 

Index. 
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ViUiama.  Amu Bweobi*.  Count. 


—    liacM;    tBBHc   tit  ^  4'>*'3:   ^ 

IIS.  "»•  'S?"^  4»»*-J  *<■•«  < 
i.  4(6;  ntnnu.  i.  4*0;  —  take*  icm 
vil^  bcT,  u.  336,  u$;  MuetOoMia, 
I.40J:  li.  t;j.  i:9>.;  pviir. & 4]^  1 
rait*  Pcrcj,  iL  44a*  leiitiuuej,  L  jo, 
io6.>o5(L.j9i  aLia-tagkiMLagCai. 
441.  4.'J- 

WlL-UAKS,  RCT.  — ,  &.  4p^ 

WtLUAMs,  y^cltftwh,  L  ^. 
Wuuc,  iL  114  M. 

WiLLYMOT,  — ,  i.  Ijy. 

WiM>i<AM,  Rifbi  IIoA.  Wmiftn,  casotl 
b  ZiA  ^y^knttm,  a.  >4  ■.;  diancUr, 
[L  }8j  N^;  ZWarr,  n.  }S>-S;  Emci 
Hod  Oabw  iL  »■ ;  JotaMo't  dmh, 
iL  IS7  «.,  158,  3S>-88 :  Litem?  CUb, 
U.  )5  «..  31 :  MaloM'i  XUfa^uvr,  IL 
14 ;  *  pRt  I7  Tual,' iL  1^  ■. ;  Bendooed, 
L  to6,^;ii.,4i««.i  iL  14,  J&M. 

Wise.  i.  jai,  37««-i  «»■  44.  J»«.  533- 

Sec  Hxicr  lotLiiaox. 

WixsoK,  Jaxia,  IXJ>,  i.  40J  >. 

WiNSTAKUCY.  Re*.  Mr^  ii.  jo^ 

H'imitt',  H*a.  d.  1S9M. 

W(r.  i.  1 75  »i. 

WivKs,  cBpriecs,  i  J50:  '  booeftadik,' 
L  164 ;  cbotct  of  oo^  L  314 ;  iL  J09 ; 
ksncd.  ii.  ti. 

VormtCTOM.  Musuvt  (PcE),iLa39. 

VOKKM,  aSccti&e  leMnt&c  n.  t; : 
amaienkeiiU,  i.  31S;  delight  ia  mr- 
priuoc.  L  3S6 :  urtcfiiiry,  L  J>;  ;  ncn 
denn  to  b«  liked  bgr  tkcm,  ii  143,  jjti  ^ 
more  pnteel  ihui  bcd,  ii.  i4$i*.: 
Pxflsu,  i.  1 16  h-  ;  pecsaiaiy  favovn; 
L  3>6i  tiWoo*,  iL  j»3. 

WOOB,  AnloDf  i,  ii-  ^  % 


Wood,  Robert,  L  Jt  j. 

WoOMlOCst,  — ,  i  131. 

WOKMWOKTR,  U'iUiaa,  bulk, 
potwy  of  Jd1»io«.  L  isok.;  DtTdca'i 
dcht,  i.  1^7  «.:  Ftacr's  JCtfifw*.  L 
I9>  «.:  w^I^JmW  /*«,  i  477  «■ : 
Scowfc  hirtnriMi.  iL  ioa.;Mbd|WtBd 
by  WanoB,  B.  tja. :  £faik  l»  Bwm 
MMr.S-aijs. 

WoKUV  «ufcedBc«  engwai.  t.  soft, 
961:  'ti4  wtru;  i  j^;  unml  4t- 
pn*icr,  i  M»7,  («8.  3*8 :  fa  j«lc»- 
■lab,  L  315  ;  iL  143;  vbereftadied. 
L  3x4;  wcD-MBSractcd.  L  347;  kap- 
ptBCtt,  [.  334.    Sec  ■!»  sBda  Lira. 

»'«rtf.  The,  iL  149.  551. 

Wos-nxT,  Ladjr  Mxtr,  L  319 ;  i.  Ijs. 

WOTT,  — ,  L  1]^  «. 

WuxAU..  Sir  Kubuiel,  ^m&«.  L 
tfjo.;  Btoe  Stockii^  iLj^K.;  Dr. 
Dodd,  iL  183  K ;  Mn.  Moat^^  S. 

4»*. 
Wrioht,  Rkisnl,  i.  I  *5. 

WaicKT,  — , L  III. 

Wkitikc  roR  HonCT.  L 181 :  &.  7},  9a 

ViTXKt,.  Sb  Tbonu  ud  L«lr.  L  144a. 

X. 
XtXOFBOS.L  lis,  iCi,  1S4. 

V. 

YoNcs,  Sr  WiOiu,  L  4^3. 
YoiK*.  Sir  Jowpb.  iL  4>o  m. 
YoDMO,  Aitfasi.  u  ifoa^  ii7au,  y»B. 
Youxc,  RcT.  Edw«rd,  D.C.L.  L  84«.. 
186.  >£«.  344"-:  U.95M..  3M. 


2zXonA,  Ccvnt,  ii.  158L 
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DICTA    PHILOSOPHI 
CONCORDANCE    OF   JOHNSON'S    SAYINGS' 


AbiUtiea Cock-bo&ta. 


Abilitib^.  'Hit  abilities  ue  jimt  Roffi- 

ci«nt.  Sir,  to  enable  Mm  t«  seUct  Ihe 

black  bails  from  the  white  ones  for  lite 

UM  «/  llic  pcitwig-mukcn,'  ii.  jl6. 
Abstikenck.    '  AbsliiienM  ii  as  euy  (o 

BM  u  Umperaitce  wouM  be  dillicult,' 

H.  197- 
AbuxK.    '  Let   DS  heat,  Sir,  no  grticrnl 

abaie ;  tli«    law  k  ibe  Ian  mult  of 

litinun  wiuloni  ncling    ujibii    human 

experience  iat  thcbcnclil  frfthepuhHc," 

i  *»5- 
APrxTiTE.   '  WhoOTcr  layv  up  his  penny 

mthei  tliiui  poll  with  il  for  a  uke  at 

least  it,  not  llie  tiavc  of  groti  appetile,' 

i.  1^1.     *  A  man  who  tide)  cat  for  an 

appetite  consoll*  but  Utile  tbc  digaily 

of  bumaii  ubIUc/  ii.  to. 
AXCtTUeNT.    ■  Vtm  have  notblng  to  do 

with  the  moiiw  of  eounsc),  bni  yoti 

00(;1>1  tn  weigh  their  ai^oment,'  II. 

409. 
Al^THOt.  *  Tilt  best  part  of  every  anlhor 

It  IB  genefal  to  be  found  in  ku  book.' 

U.310. 

Bku.V.   '  As  if  one  couM  fill  one's  belly 

with  hearing  soft  tnnnnuis  at  looking 

at  rcit:gb  catcadei,'  l  3)3. 
Blackamoor.    'A  laUdoK  bUckamoor 

were  better  than  a  white  creature  wbo 

MJili   no(hia£   to  life,  «od  by  silting 

down  before  odc  tlisi  dcipcratcl 7 silent 

•  In  thi»  Concofdor.ee  are  not  included  th.o«e  of  JohnFon"s  sayings  which  have  been 
already  ijiien  in  the  Duta  J'AilMcjiAi  M  the  end  o(  the  tilth  volomc  of  the  Iffi. 
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takes  Bvniy  the  confidence  one  trhniiU 
have  io  the  compaay  of  ber  chair  If 
■he  were  once  out  of  it,'  i.  189. 
liLEUlsnss.  'No  man  takes  upon  himicU 
•nmU  blcRiiihci  without  tnppowng  that 
great  abilities  arc  itlrfbatcd  to  hiin/ii. 

'53- 

tkiflic.  '  A  man  may  hide  htn  faeiul  m  a 
hole;  he  may  go  into  the  counUy.and 
pablieh  a  book  now  oiid  then  which 
uubody  leads,  and  then  complain  he  I* 
neglected,"  i.  315-  •  Books  without  the 
knowledge  oflifcnrcntclewi  forwbat 
abuuld  books  teach  bnt  tbe  art  ^it 
livingt'  i.  314. 

BKBAD-aAtiCE.  'ABrutscU  trimaiiiig  is 
like  bread -sauce ;  it  takes  awaj'  tbc 
glow  of  colour  front  the  gnwii  and 
gi»cs  yon  notbinu  instead  of  it,"  i.  338. 

BfStNXss.  'fix  on  some  bniines*  wheie 
inuvb  aioDcy  may  be  got  and  little 
vtrtoe  risked,'  1  514. 

C. 
Cap.  '  When  she -weoia  a  largo  cap  le»n 
talkt«her,'i.  ^38. 

Catilikk.  'He  talked  to  mc  at  club 
one  day  conceming  Catiline's  con- 
spiracy—so 1  withdrew  my  altenlioa 
and  thoDgbt  aboot  Tom  Thumb,'  i.  J03. 

CocK>BOATs.  ■  I  have  sailed  a  long  and 
painful  voyage  louud  the  world  of  the 
English  language :  and  docs  ht.-  now 
send  out  two  coeli-boats  to  tow  ine  into 
hstbont  T '  i.  405, 
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Caitr\j^iv%%.  '  I  bue  «  can:|iUkMr,*  fi. 
140.  'CoBpIaincr*  mk  *Jw*;«  loud 
and  ehmocoM,'  U.  xi. 

COKCSAUCBMT.  'Thow  wbo  bcpB  by 
canc^amt  of  iroocicnt  tlilnp  will 
Kwa  luTC  lOBMthim  to  bide  wbich 
tbey  dan  u*  tifiag  to  ligbt,'  L  316. 

C«KrKss*Ti«N.  '  Do  not  be  like  the 
vfftita,  man,  and  spCn  conTcnauoa  tbaf 
inccMiiUly  ottt  of  Uiy  uwu  bowels'  L 
ifti.  '  Whr,  Sir.  bit  coovenatioo  does 
not  itiow  ihe  minute  hind,  bat  he 
ttrikn  the  boot  Jtty  conKtl^,'  fi. 
169. 

CiKAKKr>.  '  Wbtn  a  door  baa  otaked 
for  a  foftntchl  together,  jaa  mfj  ob- 
aen«  tbe  mulet  will  icaneljr  give  lix- 
lieacc  to  get  tl  oiled,'  i.  364. 

D. 

Death.  '  When  DcAtb'i  pale  Hqik  nms 
away  with  pcnoui  on  full  tpeed  an 
active  pbyiiclui  luaypouiblyElve  tltein 
atuni;  list  i(hf  carries  them  00  an  crcn 
alow  pace,  down  bill  too,  no  care  nor 
skill  on  lavc  them,'  L.  176. 

Ubcbptior.  '  Sir,  don'l  lell  me  of  Ac- 
ceplion  :  a  lie.  Sir,  ii  a  lie,  whclbcr  it 
be  a  lie  to  the  eye  ot  a  lie  to  the  ear,' 
ii.  4j8. 

X>xaeKBXATn'o.  '  To  get  tow*  from 
Aldcncf  or  waterfowl  from  China  iHily 
to  Kc  natme  dcgmemiing  roaiid  one 
b  a  poor  ainUlioii  indccii,'  I,  .114. 

SiLlCACY.  '  Delicacy  doct  col  tmcty 
coorist  la  impoiaililltf  to  l>c  ptnucd,' 

Dm.ICATR.    'If  B  wfncli  wanti  a  gooi! 

gown  do  not  jprc  her  a  fioc  ■mcllinji;- 

botllc  became  tluit  i>  i3D«rc  ddicaic.' 

I.  3a6. 
DbSPIses.  ■  No  mao  thinki  nDeli  of  Ihm 

which  he  dM[>iMt,'  ii.  1^5. 

DtOfli'v.  'Why,  Madam,  if  a  creature 
it  nrilber  cajiBble  of  giving  dlgiiily  to 
falwhood.  nor  ii  ullllng  to  [emnin 
contented  with  the  tnilh,  he  dctcivc* 
no  beltci  Ircatnwnl,'  i.  143, 


Dn«ltSft.  '  A  man  a  m  gtatxti  baffier 
pkaacd  wbcn  be  baa  a  good  Haata 
vf«a  Ut  XMx  Aan  vIma  Ua  wife  talb 
Greek."  iL  J  I. 

DtSOKACX.  'That  daace  of  a  kSLsmi 
helped  forward  the  eencral  dit^nne  of 
kaaiaaity/  I  i^ 

Dkuxb.  'Laitinc  dittike  ■>  often  the 
eenacqacaoe  d  octaaioaal  di^ecst.'  i. 

Dtvuxiax,  '  Voa  hakl  n  the  "'—"■g 
and  ci<>wii  (u  ifae  |wblic  room  at  o^bt, 
aad  call  it  fUvenion  ;  wbeo  jma  bear! 
kacnn  it  b  periifcing  wnh  povpxy  of 
|ih ■Willi,  asd  yoar  win  get  ttlaated 
focwaat  of  WOK  other  mind  to  ihazpcn 
then  Bpoa.*  ■■  314. 

DocMATtsx.  '  I  docsaatbe  aad  am  ooor 
tradiclcd,  and  in  thit  oonfttct  of  oplniom 
and  sentime^^tc  I  find  delii^,*a.  91. 

DoKK.  '  Where  therr  it  nolhitiE  to  be 
done  >o«DcUua£  oDwt  be  eodared,'  L 

Doubt.  •  Mf  dear,  I  mm  alwa^  dowbt 
of  that  wbidi  has  not  ;rct  happeoed/ 

ii,  207-. 
Dwarf,  '  Chenerfipld  onght  lo  know  me 
beiler  than  (o  Ihink    roe  capaMe  of 
contracting  myself  inla  a  dwarf  ibM  be 
tnsy  be  Ibongbt  a  gionl,'  L  4^. 


Eakk.  •  Conlented  with  the  eichaaire  of 
fame  for  eate  he  e'en  molvet  to  let 
them  leC  the  pillowc  at  hii  back,  and 
gives  no  further  proof  of  his  eaistcBoa 
than  jvst  to  MK^  the  jtlly  that  prolongs 
it,'  i.  a8i. 

F.YKK.  'ThB  eyet  of  itii;  mind  are  like 
ih«  eyet  of  the  body,  tb«y  can  see  bat 
At  lucb  A  distance.  Bui  becauK  we 
cannot  t«e  l^cynnd  ihi*  point,  is  there 
tioihiug  ^ond  It}'  IL  iS;. 

r. 

FeUALS.  'Anilihiik  iilbevoiceoffemnle 
fncndUitp,  I  Knppote,  when  the  hand 
of  Ibc  lianginaD  would  he  softer,*  u 
Jjt. 
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Folio JHaim«r. 


F4L10,  *  No  nan  ie*d(  loog  toeetber 
with  a  lolio  ao  hs  table,'  ii.  j, 

FOUCOTTEN.  '  1  bope  the  d»y  will  nerw 
amv«  wbea  1  ihall  be  tk:  ol^Kt  of 
ndlbci  eaXataaf  sor  litlioalc,  fur  then 
I  iIulII  be  ncskcted  and  (oqfiHtca,'  ii. 
4JO. 

FklBJiiDS.  'W«  man  eltlier  outlive  oar 
tAetiAt  01  oar  fritndc  moit  oullire  tic ; 
aad  1  K«  no  mui  ili*t  would  boiUtc 
about  the  chotoc,'  i.  »3fi. 

G. 

Caictt.  '  TboH  who  mlrt  c^iec^  wOl 
be  liluly  for  (he  most  put  la  bll  a 
Mcti£u  10  appetite,'  L  11^ 

Gbhivi.  'Ncto  uk  a  taby  of  yrKzt 
jrean  old  which  way  hit  geniiu  Uai!* 
him,  when  we  all  kDour  thti  a  bojr  of 
MVtn  ]wan«ld  has  no  cniut  (or  any- 
thing except  a  p^->«p  aiA  ae  apple- 
pie,' i.  3  .*. 

Guineas.  '  Why  dH  Dot  the  Kiag  make 
th«se  halfpoice  guioea*  ? '  i.  171. 

H. 

IICM_  'I  do  allnv  him  jntt  enough 
[Immihvs^  to  liftii  him  10  hcU,'  i. 
all. 

HOARDiKa  *A  feUow  mntt  do  loiiie- 
thing  :  Bod  wlul  vj  cBij-  ti>  ■  nanow 
mind  as  hoMdtog  hal^ooc  till  ibey 
UtiD  Into  tixpenCH  7 '  i.  igt. 

UoNOt.'x.  '  Well,  Sir :  U  yon  do  not  tee 

llic  huaoBT  1  am  roie  I  feci  ihc  db- 

trace.'  L  185. 
Hon.    ■  Hope  it  an  amowmenl  rather 

than  a  go(id,3Qd  i<  adapted  to  Booe  but 

vny  truiqail  ininils,'  L  178. 
HUNTIMC    'Huniing  is  the  Uhoni  of 

the  lavage*  of    Nonb   Ameriei,  bet 

the  nmiucnieni   of  the  gentlemen  of 

£agUi>d,*  ii.  1 ;«. 


lonOKAXCK.   '  Ignorance  to  a   wealthy 
lad  of  onc-aad-twenty  la  only  to  nuch 

Cit  joal  Krres  to 
tiim,'  i.  ilti. 


I 


Lacts.  'Ucvecyman  who  weuia  taced 
CMt.  that  k<  CW  pay  for,  was  ettirpaied, 
who  woatd  initt  thein  t '  1.  1 1^ 

LtrK.  *  Ufe  it  a  pill  which  KMc  of  ■• 
aa  bear  to  iwaltow  wttbovt  cUdfait : 
yet  fat  the  poor  we  delight  lu  orifi- 
piDg  ii  itill  Imer,  and  are  oot  ashamed 
to  ihow  even  vUUe  JliplMlirL  if  ever 
the  bitte*  tam  1*  talus  (ton  their 
moDthi,'  i.  >«j  ;  'Life  mut  be  filled 
up,  and  ifac  man  who  to  cot  capable  of 
inteltectDal  plcnana  mm  oaoiemhu* 
Klf  with  nch  m  hit  (taaea  can  affotd,* 
i.  ijl :  'LllJe  ii  barren  eaough  (inely 
with  all  her  trappiagt ;  Irt  at,  tberetore 
be  caDtiotif  bow  we  atrip  her,'  i  j^j. 

LiTBRATVKB.  '  A  mere  Utcrary  maa  is 
adall  mail ;  a  man  wtio  b  MiMy  a  man 
of  botincai  if  a  lelGah  man ;  but  what 
literature  aad  eommerce  are  nulled  ibey 
make  a  rcLpectnblc  man,'  ii.  3S9. 

LoKtMtN.  •  Whoever  hu  <mce  exicri- 
eaoed  the  full  flow  ol  London  talk, 

when  he  idires  to  oouny  fritnlihipi 
and  rural  tpotu,  mut  cilber  be  e«n- 
lented  to  turn  baby  again  aad  play 
with  Ibc  rattle,  or  he  ¥rill  pioe  away 
tike  a  great  lith  in  a  bitte  pood,  aad 
die  for  want  of  hia  nsnal  food,'  L  314. 

Love.  '  Love  la  the  wifdoen  of  a  fool 
ud  the  folly  of  tbe  wise,'  ii.  393. 

LovKx.  '  The  oompaoiw)  «f  the  easy 
TMaiit  hoQr.  wbote  coEsptiaDcc  whh 
a  Eirl'i  opbioni  can  llattcr  her  lanitj, 
and  whole cunverulioa  can  juit  Mxxhe, 
wiihoci  ever  ttretclUiig  he<  kuiuI,  tt«i 
is  tbe  lover  to  be  feared,'  L  Jia 

tlTkUKIovt.  'Pepcnd  Bponit,Sir,«v«(]r 
state  oraoctety  ii  ai  Iwuiiow  «»  il  Gas 
be,'  ii.  97. 

IxM  rs.  '  One  caaaot  love  lomps  of  flesh, 
andtiilleii>fuilsareiiotlilii(>motc,'i.33H. 

M. 

Mad,  'Five  houn  of  the  fom  aiLd 
twenty  nncmployed  arc  enocgh  for  a 
man  to  ga  mad  in,'L  301. 

Mannu.    'A  new  niBBner  of  wiftlof ! 
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Hanuacript ...  ...BcoundrBl. 


Unckingcr  bad  no  Ii&nds,  »nd  be  ntoie 
hi*  Dxm«  with  hii  ton  fli  Cliarliig 
Croo;  foi  half  A  ccown  njiiece ;  ibat 
wai  a  nevf  manner  of  writing,'  L  419. 

MANOsCRirr,  'Praiw  i»  itic  irilmte 
whjcli  ci-ccy  mail  U  cipectMl  to  pajr 
for  the    gnnt    of   pcnuing   >  manu- 

MuKRY.  '  A  mnn  shooM  mury  Ant,  for 
vinuc :  fcccDdljr,  for  wii ;  thirdly,  for 
beioty ;  tnd  fonnbly,  for  money,'  il.  8, 

Mean.  'Sir,  if  you  ditsu  notliin)-,  Miy 
nolhiot;,*  ii.  400. 

Mk^v.  'What  signifiw  going  thlthert 
'Wsvct  il  tiellh«r  meal,  drink,  dot  Ulk,' 
ii.  14. 

M IKROR.  '  Tb«y  K«  men  wha  hac e 
mrriiM  their  advancement  by  the  ex- 
ertion (Rd  improvemait  of  thnv  tn]ent« 
which  Cod  liad  t^vcn  them  ;  and  I  sec 
ti»t  why  Ihcy  should  avoid  the  mirrot,' 
i.  349. 

MlKTil.  'The  »i«  of  a  man's  undcr- 
Unndinf  may  fttwayt  be  jiiitly  tneftsuied 
by  hit  mirth,'  i   345. 

MONKKV.  '  Lrl  hitn  be  absunl,  I  bpg  of 
jnia  ;  whpD  a  monkFy  \%  too  like  a  man, 
it  shocks  one,'  i.  304- 

MONKY.  '  Why,  the  men  are  thinking  on 
their  money.  I  suppose.  xaA  tlie  women 
ire  thinkini;  on  tlicir  mops.'  i.  1J3. 

Mtisic.  '  Music  cscltci  ill  my  mind 
no  idca«,  and  hinders  me  from  contem- 
platinfrmy  own.'ii.  lojt;  'Miulg  lithe 
only  MDSual  pleasure  withant  ritx,'  II. 
,101-  ■DiffWuh  do  yon  call  it.  Sir? 
I  wish  it  were  imposKihIe.'  ii.  30S. 

MvsTERV,  '  ^^i'hc^c  KCrtcy  Or  myatciy 
begins,  vice  or  lo^ucry  11  not  fiir  off," 
ii.  1. 

0. 

OctAK.  'NcverminditiSir:  pcrhapayoar 
fricaid  tpclLi  iHtan  with  u  i,'  Ii,  404. 

P. 

Paiktino.  <I  had  rather  tec  the  [vor- 
Init  nfa  dng  thmt  1  know  than  nil  the 
al]ec9rica.l  painting*  tlicy  am  ihow  mc 
ID  the  wwld,'  U.  15. 


pKLEiiOTOMisED.  '  Voo  might  u  wrU 
bid  him  tell  ym  who  phlcbotomiwd 
Komulm,'  t.  194. 

Pi^Ms.  '  lie  who  plants  a  fotcn  nuj 
duiitiile»  cut  dawu  a  faedfit: ;  y«t  I 
could  with,  mcltiinkt,  that  r*en  ha 
woold  vrut  till  he  tact  hit  TouBg  plants 

PoKEK.  '  Why  yes,  Sir.  they  11  do  nay 
thliitc.  no  matter  bon  odd  or  dopcmte, 
<□  E<iin  their  point ;  lliey  '11  catch  hciM 
of  the  red-hoc  end  of  a  poker  «ooncr 
than  aot  get  poiKMtioit  of  it,'  ii.  397. 

ri:i.SB.    '  ThU  man  has  a  pulse  in   bii 

tongue,"  il.  18. 
PlTrv.      '  When  ta  anger    my  motlio 

calle<l  tnc  a  puppy>  I  asLcd  her  if  ahc 

knew    whal    they  colled    a    pnppy'i 

naothci,'  I.  163. 

R. 

KATn.£-BOX.  'There  certainly  is  tK> 
ham  to  I  fclWw't  rattlia^  it  rattle- 
box;  only  doo^  let  Urn  think  that  he 
thntiden,'  i.  iSfi. 

R£UCI0N.  '  A  principle  or  hononi  or 
fear  of  the  world  will  many  time*  keep 
a  man  in  decent  mder ;  bat  when  a 
womnn  loio  her  tcliifloii  ihc,  in 
gpurral,  lutei  the  only  tie  that  will 
irvtrnLn  her  actioni,'  ii.  309. 

RESE.fTMBNT.  '  The  cnp  of  life  b  surely 
bitter  cnnneb  without  xijaccxiag  ia  the 
hateful  rind  of  rcfenlmcm.'  i.  J46. 

S. 

ScOKCKD.  '  Sir,  you  hare  iconced  me 
twopence  for  DOQ-Attendaiicc  at  &  fec- 
Itiic  not  worth  a  pcDoy,*  L  1(4. 

ScoTLAMn.  '  I  give  you  lutve  to  lay, 
Mid  yon  mnyquutc  me  for  il,  that  there 
arc  more  ticnilcmco  in  ScvtUutd  than 
there  arc  ahoci,'  ii.  77. 

ScnuMiHKi..  "It  U  so  very  difficult  (or 
a  lick  man  not  to  be  n  iconndrel,*  i. 
167 ;  '  Ready  to  become  a  toonndrel, 
Madun;  with  a  little  more  tpoiliag 
yon  will,  1  think,  make  rae  a  complete 
rucal,'  ib. ;  'A  man  il  a  tcotmdid 
that  t»Bl'iudoracythiog,'li.4:  'Who- 
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SaruplsB...... Written. 


ever  ihink*    of  going    to   bed    before 

twelve  o'clock  U  ■  scoundrel,'  ii.  tg. 
^CKUfLCf.     'Scnipln  would   certainly 

nuke  cncn  rniteiable,  aod  fclrlom  m.ihe 

ibem  good,'!.  133. 
IiinTiMHtiTAL.    '  The  pool  and  thcbai; 

have  no  leitQrc  for  sentimcntil  aorrgw,' 

I.  «.. 

SiLVKX.  'I/hIvci  U  ditty  it  b  not  the 
IcM  valuable  for  a  goud  sconriciif,'  ii 

SflLITAIlY.     '  The  solltaiy  jnortal  is  ow- 

lainly  Itixariooi,  pcobaUy  lapcntitiou, 

bimJ  potsibi;  load,'  i.  119. 
SoLiTX'DB.     "Koliiode  U  dongcraat    W 

K«Mn    without    bdng   faTOnrnble    to 

TOtue,'  i.  J 19. 
StOkt.     '  A    >tory  It    ■    apeclmen    of 

hflmaa  raaiiiien,  viA  derive*  iu  tole 

valoe  front  itt  truth,'  i.  iij. 

SirFFXR.  ■  She  witL  ntfTer  u  much  |irr- 
haps  u  your  hone  did  vbro  yonr  cow 
mhcarTin),'  I.  107. 

Sv«OAy.  '  Wliile  hotf  Ihe  Chrirtinn 
wotld  is  peimittcd  to  dao-cc  and  sing, 
and  celebrate  Svnila)'  as  a  day  of 
fcitivity,  how  comes  your  pnrlunic*! 
fpliil  to  oCTendcd  with  fmolous  and 
miplj    deviations    (ram     eKOcInes&r 

i.  301. 

Swim.  'No  man,  I  luppoie,  leap*  at 
oDcc  Rtto  deep  water  who  dciet  not 
know  how  to  iwim,'  1.  iftj. 

T. 

TA¥Kbm.  'No,  Sir;  there  b  Dothlng 
whicb  bo*  yet  been  contrived,  by  man 
by  which  to  much  happineu  isproiiacMl 
•a  hf  a  ff>aA  tnvem  or  inn,'  ii  353. 

Tra.  'Sir,  I  did  not  caiint  yoar  glaiKs 
of  wine ;  why  ihould  yoo  Dumber  up 
my  CDpaof  leaT'ii.  75. 

Till.  'A  man  can  lell  bat  what  he 
fcnovn,  and  1  never  got  any  further  tiiaa 
the  lint  pace/k  at. 


TiMiti'iTV.  '  Hotf  many  men  in  a  year 
die  throtif[ti  th4  timidity  of  thoie  whon 
ibcy  cooialt  for  bcalib  I '  ii.  131. 

U. 

UNi>ER-uitisSKD.  'Na  pcnon  fOc» 
Dnder-dresKil  till  he  [hinlci  hioiieU  of 
coniequence  eaough  10  foilienr  cairy- 
tng  [he  badge  of  hi)  rank  apon  bU 
hack,'  i.  331. 

UNOEBSTANOiNii.  '  Voo  (eccl  the 
chiiJiciis  till  yOD  narve  yonr  own  ua- 
deniaadlng,'  L  31^ 

V. 

Virtues,  'Sit,  tboe  minor  rinoca  arc 
not  to  be  cxcrciud  in  naltcrs  of  lueh 
imponance  ai  ibia,*  ii.  1 14. 

W. 

Whig.  'Take  il  upon  my  noH  and  es- 
pcrlence  that  whctc  yon  lec  a  Whig 
yon  ire  a  raMol,*  ii.  jyj. 

Wolf.  'Tha  wolf  doc«  not  cnnnl  the 
sheep,'  i.  168. 

WouAN.  'In  maticn  of  bualDna  au 
wutnan  ttopii  at  integrity,*  i.  317. 

U'ORLTV.  ■  He  it  a  scholar  nadoubtcdly  -, 
hnt  lemenibcr  th>t  he  wonld  run  from 
the  vorld,  and  that  li  ii  nut  the  world'* 
btulneu  to  nui  after  bim,'  1.  315: 
'  >Mierc  tit  Ihe  world  into  which  I  wat 
boml*  ii.  307;  •!  thought  il  vflaer 
nnd  better  to  lake  tho  world  at  ii  goet.' 
IS.  JS9- 

Wkites.  'Every  man  who  writes  tbinVt 
he  tan  amuM  or  iaform  naukind.  an<l 
they  must  be  the  be«t  jodgM  of  bb 
pretensions,'  ii.  7. 

Wkitincs.  'Ncrcr  mind  whether  they 
praiKorabtL^yourwiiiingti  anything 
b  tolerable  ciccpt  oblivion,'  iL  tv;. 

Writtin.  "What  i»  written  witbaul 
cfTcirt  b  in  gcactal  read  without  plea 
sure,'  ti.  J09. 


THB  i«o. 
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Boawall'B  Zilk  of  Bunnal  J&bamon,  ££.D,;  in- 
cluding Boswell's  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the 
Hebrides,  and  Johnson's  Diary  of  a  Journey 
into  North  Wales.  In  six  volumes,  6vo,  with 
Portraits  and  Facsimiles.     Half-rosn,  3/.  31. 

I^ttars  of  Bamoal  Johnaon,  ULO.  Collected 
and  Edited.  In  two  volumes,  medium  8vo, 
bulf-roan  (uniforiD  with  Boswell's  Life  of  John- 
son), a{U. 

XftSBtlMk  Edited  with  Introduction  and  Notes. 
Extra  fcap.  81*0,  bevelled  boards,  39.  6d. ;  in 
Parchment,  4s.  6(i. 

WXt  and  Wisdom  of  SuBttal  Joluuon.  Cn)wn 
8vo,  7S.  6d. 
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